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Moore: Honoring concessions of environmentalists very important
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proved”;

2000- “The Wekiva
River was designated a ‘na-
tional wild and scenic river’
by U.S. Congress”

2003- “Gov. Jeb Bush
created the Wekiva River
Basin Commission to deter-
mine alignment”

2004- “The Wekiva
Parkway and Protection Act
was passed by the Florida
Legislature”

2005- “Wekiva Park-
way Planning, Design, and
Engineering Study began”

2012- “The Federal
Highway Administration

approved Wekiva Parkway
alignment and design”

2014- “Florida Legis-
lature created the Central
Florida Expressway Author-
ity (CFX) and expanded ju-
risdiction”

2015- “CFX began con-
struction on its Wekiva Park-
way segments”

2018- “CFX complet-
ed construction of its Weki-
va Parkway segments 18
months early”

2024- “Wekiva Park-
way completed as the final
link of the Central Florida
beltway”

I’m not sure many of
you realize that SR 417 is

the eastern portion of the
beltway around Orlando.
Many of you take this road-
way to reach the University
of Central Florida or per-
haps, Orlando, or MCO Air-
port.

I remember when the
western portion of SR 429
was opened. I remember this
portion of the beltway be-
ing named after my friend
and our current congress-
man, Daniel Webster. Con-
gressman Webster, while he
was Speaker of the Florida
House, was responsible for
securing the state funding.
In fact, I packed up my two
young children and their bi-

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Jonathan P. Huels, Esq. has made an
application to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of
properties generally located south of W. Kelly Park Road and west
of Jason Dwelley Parkway. This application relates to the following
described properties:

ORDINANCE NO. 3071

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY ORCHID ESTATES
COMMUNITY HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION, MEGA GNG, LLC, JACOB
SNAVELY, 4625 CHANDLER ROAD, LLC, MATTHEW AND DEBORAH SHAW,
DAPHNE MARTIN; GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD
AND WEST OF JASON DWELLEY PARKWAY; COMPRISING 28.54 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK,
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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- Parcel ID 18-20-28-0000-00-132, 18-20-28-0000-00-031, 18-20-28-0000-00-105, 18-20-28-0000-00-050, 18-20-28-0000-00-049, 18-20-28-0000-00-061
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 18-20-28-0000-00-132,
18-20-28-0000-00-031, 18-20-28-0000-00-105, 18-20-28-0000-00-050,
18-20-28-0000-00-049, 18-20-28-0000-00-061

Contains: 28.54 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3071 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, August 21, 2024
beginning at 7:00 P.M and Wednesday, September 4, 2024 beginning at
1:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1f you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department
177251
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cycles to ride on the roadway
at the dedication. Seeing that
these two are now both par-
ents themselves, you know
this was about two decades
ago.

The final segment,
about 25 miles through the
environmentally sensitive
areas of the Wekiva River,
was incredibly challenging.
The Wekiva Basin is fed by
19 springs and connects with
the Floridan Aquifer. Addi-
tionally, the Wekiva River
was designated in 1988 to be
a “natural resource of state
and regional importance.”

The roadway designers
and engineers had to create
a complex construction plan
that minimized potential de-
velopment and any impacts.
The bridge had no pillars in
the water and required tem-
porary berms to keep con-
struction runoff from run-
ning into the river.

Environmental activists
were right to be concerned
about any possible dam-
age the highway could cre-
ate. The bridge over the river
is elevated without piers to
allow unfettered access to
wildlife and recreational us-
ers. It was constructed from
the top down to further pro-
tect the river.

The book, “The Riv-
er and the Road”, states the
inspiration for the Wekiva
Parkway was the Blue Ridge
Parkway which is in North
Carolina and Virginia. That
roadway is considered a na-
tional treasure. The Wekiva
Parkway also “conforms to
the contours of the land. It
has lush landscaping and the
overpasses and bridges are
custom designed, and dis-
play... warm earth tones.”

Lessons learned from
providing this much-needed
roadway and protecting the

environment include: mak-
ing the natural environment
the top consideration, work-
ing closely with residents
and all stakeholders, and pi-
oneering uses of design with
materials that enhance the
road and blend into the natu-
ral environment.

One final note, I be-
lieve it is important to honor
the concessions of these en-
vironmentalists by restrict-
ing any new high-density
areas other than Kelly Park
Crossings. This promise was
part of the Wekiva River
Protection Act dating back
to 2004.

Additionally, downtown
Apopka has suffered enough
blight and neglect. We must
continue to strike the right
balance between serving a
burgeoning population and
protecting our natural re-
sources.

Byrd: Reach out and help schools
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have in the beginning of
their days.

A good bus driver be-
comes a person of comfort
for our children and can lift
spirits in a way that many
children need in order to
enter school with a posi-
tive mindset for the day of
learning ahead.

I remember meeting a
bus driver when I was cam-
paigning for the school
board after I knocked on
her door. She had been a
driver for over 30 years and
considered the children on
her route her own children.
She knew about their lives
and watched out for them
and they looked forward to
seeing her everyday.

The drivers are truly a
blessing and our education
system couldn’t work with-
out them so I am always
thrilled to spend the morn-
ing with them.

After coming home
and getting my own high
schooler off for her first
day, I headed over to
Wheatley Elementary to
cheer on our youngest
learners and welcome them
into the school building.

This event is orga-
nized every year by a fan-
tastic community partner,
Shaunte Jemison of the
non-profit, Re-Imagine
Communities with the help
of numerous community
members, including Apop-
ka City Commissioners.

The children were so excit-
ed and smiling and waving
at us as they walked up.

It was such a good
feeling to show them that
this community cares about
them and is happy to see
them. Sometimes, that is all
a child needs to know to be
successful.

Remember to reach out
to our community children
and schools if you have the
time. Spend some time vol-
unteering, mentoring, or
call your local school and
ask if they need any sup-

We lined the sidewalks  plies. Reach out to a teach-
holding signs and bells, er you know and see what
while a DJ played fun mu- they need.

sic and we cheered and
welcomed each child as
they walked up to start the
new school year.

The most favorite part
of my job is when I get to
spend time with our beau-
tiful children because they
are filled with such joy.
Monday was no different.

Our communities can
be a great resource for our
schools, children, and staff.
Even in the face of chal-
lenges, our schools and em-
ployees do amazing work
every day.

Thank you for all you
do and I hope everyone has
a great year!

Hayden: Common sense says “Vote”
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ed States of America and
want to do away with the
American way of life, the
American dream, and our
God-given rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution of
the United States of Amer-
ica. They use the freedoms
given by the Constitution to
undermine and destroy our
very culture.

We need to protect our
family, putting one foot in
front of the other, going
forward, presenting a for-
midable front that will not
back down.

Our schools of higher
learning are filled with edu-
cated idiots that teach So-
cialism, Communism, and
world views that have deci-
mated other nations, and
left them in ruins, and yet,
we still send our kids to be
brainwashed into believing
the United States of Amer-
ica is undeserving of the
title, “Exceptional.”

Our nation needs an
enema to cleanse our gov-
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ernment and Washington,
D.C.,is the place to gain
entrance for the procedure!
We need to show the cour-
age and strength of those
who stood tall when faced
with overwhelming odds.
Some, even though their
lives were threatened with
intimidation, persecution,
rejection, and, yes, even
death, promoted a bet-

ter way for our nation. If
we cannot change our na-
tion’s ruling ideology, we
are headed for WWIII, and
because of the weaponry
that will be used, the next
war after that will be fought
with sticks and stones.

I believe that there are
people all over our great
nation that are simply worn
out with all the turmoil on
our streets, in our govern-
ment, and between people
who ought to be rejoicing
over “life in America!” Af-
ter Rodney King was bru-
tally beaten by four Los
Angeles policemen follow-
ing a high-speed chase on
March 3, 1991, eventually

the four L.A.P.D. officers
were charged with multi-
ple charges, and stood trial
for the malicious, and un-
called for beating. In April
1992, the officers involved
were acquitted, and that set
off riots that resulted in 50
deaths, 2000 injured, 9500
arrested for looting and ar-
son, and $1 billion dollars
in damages.

When Rodney King
saw all the destruction and
mayhem on the third day
of the riots, he made a pub-
lic appearance, making his
now-famous plea: “People,
I just want to say, can’t we
all get along? Can’t we all
get along?”

Let us turn our nation
upright again. You and I
have the upper hand.

We can fire the em-
ployees who believe they
are in charge, and we can
hire true employees that
will work for us, and our
protection.

My advice is to use
COMMON sense — get out
and VOTE!!!
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