
or competition increases 
your desire to excel? Our 
education system has its 
sight: set on dumbing down 
America. If you don’t be-
lieve that, ask your daugh-
ter, or son anything you re-
member from your 6th or 
7th grade classes pertain-
ing to history, American or 
World.

When my mom took 
me into town to shop for 
the month, we used to go 
to A&P, and after check-
ing out three or four bas-
kets full, she would tear off 
the bottom of the receipt 
(the total cost), hand it to 
me and ask me to total it, in 
my head. 

I thought that was cru-
el and unusual punishment, 
but Mom would laugh and 
make a game out of it, and 
before long I became pro-
ficient in using my head as 
something more than a hat 
rack. To my shame, I do 
not incorporate those kinds 

of learning exercises into 
teaching my kids. When 
we depend on our educa-
tion system and do not take 
part, we throw our children 
to the wolves of the world. 
They are more than will-
ing to teach their way of 
dealing with the world’s 
ills, and it is absolutely de-
mented. 

The groundwork for 
our children to be radical-
ized has been laid. Our col-
leges are full of Socialists, 
Communists, and Global-
ists that have been taught 
by those same people that 
were students in the 70s 
and 80s. 

Do you remember? It 
was a time of “me-ism’s.” 
Everything had to do with 
“me first.” We started us-
ing words like self-aware-
ness, self-esteem, self-as-
sertion, self-denial, self-
love, and self-care, and no 
one could tell them that it 
was a lonely, lonely world 
when you are the only one 
there. Those same people 

are teaching in our colleg-
es now.

The school attitude of 
most students now is, let 
me get by, by the skin of 
my teeth, and I will be free! 
When the goal is getting 
through, rather than get-
ting educated to better the 
world, we are in trouble. 

Those out to destroy 
America and our sov-
ereignty are not sitting 
around talking, they are ac-
tively taking part in every-
thing as planned by George 
Soros, the Open Society 
Foundation, the Globalists, 
and this administration. 

What is amazing to 
me is, we have men and 
women willing to cross 
the ocean to fight and die 
for the freedoms we hold 
dear, and then there are 
those who will not cross the 
street to vote! 

It is your turn to show 
the world. GET UP, OUT 
and VOTE!!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Groundwork has been laid
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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tures. We are doing what 
we can in Lockhart and 
waiting for Vision 2050 to 
pass and funding to come 
to improve Edgewater 
Drive.

The Pine Hills sec-
tion of District 2 was devel-
oped during the suburban 
sprawl and automobile era. 
A vibrant, dense downtown 
does not exist. Most of the 
workers must travel too 
far to job markets. Rich-
ard Florida talks about the 
younger generation want-
ing to ditch the cars and big 
houses and reside in more 
creative communities. On a 
positive note, the Lynx Su-
perstop is being rebuilt, the 
Pine Hills Trail expanded, 
downtown design features 
added, and my People of 
Clarcona-Ocoee group is 
painting a mural with artist 

Delia Miller this Saturday 
at the Rebel Gas Station at 
the corner of Pine Hills and 
Clarcona-Ocoee roads. We 
are working towards a bet-
ter Pine Hills.

As for Apopka, I hear 
many residents angry with 
the suburban sprawl and 
lack of infrastructure. It is 
unfortunate that big box 
stores, large scale farming 
in Central and South Amer-
ica, and the buy-out of 
Lake Apopka farms dras-
tically changed the farm-
ing economics. Yet, Florida 
says this is the opportuni-
ty for a great reset. Apop-
ka can become much more 
than a bedroom commu-
nity for Orlando. Richard 
Florida has many ideas and 
methodologies to make this 
possible. I hope you read 
one of his books.

We are all part of a 
large mega-economy of 

Central Florida. The possi-
bilities for success econom-
ically and preserving our 
environmental treasures 
are endless. We can offer 
a much better way of life 
while contributing mean-
ingfully to the productivity 
and prosperity of the econ-
omy. Florida mentions the 
reset from 2010 as our op-
portunity for higher educa-
tion “sparking” the creation 
of the modern research-in-
tensive university. Ah, we 
could benefit from thinking 
this through.

Yet too many times 
we sit back and let all the 
innovation locate in East 
Orange County, or the 
new chip industry and un-
manned vehicles locate in 
Osceola County. We must 
do more than simply fill 
up large warehouses along 
Lake Apopka. We must in-
novate.

Moore: Suburban sprawl is real 

tial incentives of $10,800 
and most recently, we 
worked with their union to 
secure an additional $8,000 
annual bonus paid quarterly 
for the next two years.

It’s this last new 
$16,000/two-year bonus 
that seems to be making an 
impact.

The district holds job 
fairs just about every two 
weeks but even with all 
of this, the applicants just 
haven’t shown up.  In the 
past, we were lucky to have 
five or six applicants attend 
the fairs.

Yet, this past Monday, 
at the district’s most recent 
transportation fair, 140 ap-
plicants showed up after all 
the news coverage the pre-
vious week about the short-
age and the new bonus sys-
tem.  

I remain hopeful that 
all these strategies will 
make a difference but it is 
going to take time and we 
will have to keep being cre-
ative to make up for the 
lack of funding we have 
available, which is always 
the bottom line concern. I 
tell you all of this because I 
ask for grace and creativi-
ty. Grace with the delays as 
many of our drivers have to 
do double pickups to each 
school because of the short-
age. This causes consider-
able delays and extra early 
pickups. 

Creativity in help-
ing us where you can will 
be appreciated. If you can 
drive your child to school, 
please do. This allows the 
valuable seats to be used 
for children who have no 
other way to get to school. 
Work with neighbors and 
friends to create carpools 

or create group walking or 
biking clubs. Work with 
your school’s PTA to help 
organize neighborhood car-
pools. 

I know this is incred-
ibly frustrating and burden-
some on families, students 
and staff. It’s frustrating for 
me as well because I want 
nothing more than to en-
sure kids can get to school 
quickly and on time with-
out issue so they can learn 
and be successful.

I will continue to work 
with district staff to look 
for solutions and I will also 
continue to reach out to our 
state legislators advocat-
ing for proper funding so 
we can compete for driv-
ers. I encourage you to do 
the same. 

Most of all, get the 
word out that we are hiring 
and encourage people you 
know to join our team. 

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: More benefits are now offered
Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3052 
and 3053 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
September 4, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 23, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Jose Chaves has 
made application relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 17-20-28-0000-00-008
Contains: 5.06 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3052
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO RVLS (RESIDENTIAL VERY 
LOW SUBURBAN), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 1400 W KELLY 
PARK ROAD; OWNED BY MICHAEL GENTLES COMPRISING 5.06 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

and

ORDINANCE NO. 3053
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITION) TO RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-
FAMILY ESTATE), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 1400 W 
KELLY PARK ROAD; OWNED BY MICHAEL GENTLES COMPRISING 5.06 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

  With the primary elec-
tion now over, Orange Coun-
ty encourages residents to 
recycle campaign signs in-
stead of throwing them in the 
trash.
  In partnership with the 
City of Winter Park, the City 
of Orlando and the League 
of Women Voters, Orange 
County will collect campaign 
signs so they can be used as a 
cleaner energy source.
  “The intent is to not 
send these single use signs 
off to the landfill,” said Ai-
mee Krivan, Pollution Pre-
vention Program Coordina-
tor with the County’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Divi-
sion. “We have found a way 

for these signs to have a sec-
ond life.”
  The signs are sent to 
NuCycle where they are 
converted into Enviro-Fuel-
cubes® used by the cement 
and electrical power indus-
tries to replace coal. In 2022, 
the program’s first year, it 
diverted 11,140 pounds in 
campaign signs from the 
landfill.  
 Wood and metal frames 
must be removed from signs 
before donating. Dona-
tions can be made from Au-
gust 21 through September 
1 at the following locations: 
Broadway United Method-
ist Church, 406 E. Amelia 
St., Orlando, Fl 32803; First 

Unitarian Church, 1901 E. 
Robinson St., Orlando, FL 
32803; Solid Waste Manage-
ment, 1028 Woods Avenue, 
Orlando, FL 32805; Porter 
Transfer Station, 1326 Good 
Homes Rd., Orlando, FL 
32818; Cady Way Pool, 2529 
Cady Way, Winter Park, FL  
32792; Mead Botanical Gar-
den, 1310 S. Denning Dr., 
Winter Park, FL 32789; Win-
ter Park Fire Department 
- Station 64, 1439 Howell 
Branch Rd, Winter Park, FL 
32789.
  For more information 
about Orange County Gov-
ernment’s sustainability and 
resilience efforts, visit ocfl.
net/sustainability.

Don’t trash; recycle campaign signs 
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Spectrum, Orange County 
installed underground fiber 
optic cables, giving resi-
dents access to high speed 
internet. 

Demings also an-
nounced that through a 
partnership with the Aeras 
Foundation, wifi enabled 
digital devices are avail-
able to be loaned to quali-
fied residents. Aeras works 
with community organiza-
tions and has already dis-
tributed more than 700 de-
vices to residents.

“Overall, Orange 
County is addressing needs 
related to access and af-
fordability. We are working 
to ensure that no one is left 
behind. We want to achieve 
digital equity so that all 
residents in Orange Coun-
ty can be fully connected,” 
Demings said. 

These projects reflect a 
cost of over $5 million. The 
money is coming from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2021, which designated 
more than $25 billion to be 
invested in affordable high-
speed internet and connec-
tivity across the United 
States.

Among the people 
Demings recognized for 
their efforts in seeing the 
broadband project come to 
fruition were Simone Bath, 
Orange County chief inno-
vation and emerging tech-
nology officer; and Emi-
ly Bonilla, Orange Coun-
ty District 5 commission-
er who represents areas in-
cluding Bithlo/Christmas. 

Bonilla explained the 
firsthand inconvenience of 
lacking broadband access 
to her home, so much so 
that she ensured the county 
would overcome this prob-
lem once she was first elect-
ed county commissioner in 
2016. 

“I am so happy to say 
that I now have a thousand 
megabytes per second in 
my internet,” Bonilla said. 
“It is just the best. I am 
now in the future. We final-
ly caught up to technology 
and it’s just been great. You 
don’t hear anymore anyone 
yelling ‘Who’s using the in-
ternet?’” 

South Apopka is not 
really rural like District 5, 
but it’s an underserved area, 
said District 2 Commission-
er Christine Moore, who 
represents South Apopka. 
She pointed out that South 
Apopka first got paved 
roads when Linda Chapin 
was Orange County chair. 

“We have a lot of new 
housing coming along and 
it’s hard to imagine that I 
had pockets of my district 
that didn’t have wifi, but 
think for a moment – you 
heard a little bit from Com-
missioner Bonilla – but 
think about students who 
had to head up to an area, 
the coffee shop at McDon-
ald’s, just hunting for wifi. 
Yet those are the same fam-

ilies that are transportation 
challenged. They certainly 
were at a deficit compared 
to any other,” Moore said. 

The broadband proj-
ect was actually complet-
ed ahead of deadline. The 
state government affairs for 
Charter Communications 
took the challenge to get 

the project done by March 
2025, said Marva Johnson, 
group vice president, State 
Government Affairs for 
Charter Communications.

“This county under-
stood how important mak-
ing sure that every citizen 
had access to the same es-
sential services would be. 

You made the commitment 
to make that investment 
and partner with the public 
private sector partner to de-
liver it. So we’re very hon-
ored to be your partner in 
that effort and we’re very 
excited about this impor-
tant step in closing a digital 
divide,” Johnson said. 

Residents affected 
by the completion of this 
project are directed to vis-
it spectrum.com or call 
(855) 860-9068 to become 
a new customer or upgrade 
their service. In addition 
to being newly connected, 
residents may qualify for 
special pricing.

Continued from page 1A

County: Expansion cost $5 million, comes from federal funds
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3064 
and 3065 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
September 4, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 23, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Thomas Skelton 
has made application relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 14-21-28-0000-00-044, 
14-21-28-0000-00-054, 14-21-28-0000-00-116
Contains: 6.99 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3064
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE FROM RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM AND COMMERCIAL TO 
INSTITUTIONAL/PUBLIC USE, FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTIES LOCATED 
996 S ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND 1000 S ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL; 
OWNED BY TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH OF APOPKA, INC COMPRISING 6.99 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

and

ORDINANCE NO. 3065
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY—LARGE LOT) AND 
C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) TO O (OFFICE), FOR CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTIES LOCATED 996 S ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND 1000 S 
ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL; OWNED BY TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
APOPKA, INC COMPRISING 6.99 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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fi nancing
0% APR

MAKE IT

SUMMER
SALES EVENT

Available on the following models: 24MY Escape, 24MY Edge, 24MY Explorer, 24MY Expedition, 
24MY F-150, 23/24MY Mach-E, 23/24 F-150 Lightning. Exclude Raptor. Customer can defer 
first payment up to 90 days. 0% APR financing for 36 mos. at $27.78 per mo. per $1,000 
financed, regardless of down payment. Offer requires credit approval and financing through 
Ford Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for 

qualifications. Ends 09/03/2024.
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Unbeatable Savings 
on HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to 
$2000 on a New System!

Call today! (877) 709-1777

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 9/30/2024. 
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

SAVE
UP TO $2000

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and 
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and 
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. 
Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers, 
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for 
details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and 
where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 9/30/2024.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses
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Offer expires 9/30/2024. 
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SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or 
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. 
Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer 
responsible for all sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.
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OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this summer.
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gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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If a law enforcement 
agency charges you with 
a crime and this paper re-
ports that information, 
please notify us with-
in 90 days if the charge 
is dropped, or if you are 
found not guilty by the 
court. After verifying the 
information, we will be 
happy to publish it. Please 
send notification to The 
Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 
880, Apopka, 32704-0880.

 In the period from Au-
gust 11-17, the Apopka Po-
lice Department received 
1,567 calls for service, re-
sponded to 26 crashes, is-
sued 54 citations, and made 
14 arrests. Juveniles were 
charged with aggravated 
stalking-follow/harass/cy-
berstalk credible threat to 
person; aggravated stalking 
of child under 16 years of 
age; battery-touch or strike.
 The following adults 
were arrested and charged: 
 Isai Arias, 23, 207 Lal-
la Ln., Apopka, obsceni-
ty-exhibit sell rental vid-
eo ticket harmful to minor; 
obscene material-distribute 
transmit information harm-
ful to minors.
 Angelie Marie Astacio, 
23, 678 W. Bay St. Apt 26, 
Winter Garden, larceny-
grand theft $750 less than 
$5,000.
 Marcus Anthony Bo-

nilla, 33, 6569 Meritmoor 
Cir., Orlando, resist offi-
cer-obstruction without vi-
olence.
 David Diaz, 46, con-
fidential, Apopka, battery-
touch or strike.
 Hugo Alberto Espinal 
Valle, 39, 4 Ulysses Dr., 
Apopka, homicide-speci-
fied felony, commit action 
could cause death; bur-
glary with assault or bat-
tery; weapon offense-im-
proper exhibit of firearm 
or dangerous weapon; fir-
ing weapon-recreating dis-
charge firearm in public or 
residential property; out-of-
county warrant.
 Norman Gregory Ga-
ble, 62, 128 Shorthorn Dr., 
Apopka, municipal ordi-
nance violation-panhan-
dling-42-118(E)(3).
 Mya Heard, 18, 556 
Birch Ct., Apopka, out-of-
county warrant.
 Estephanie Imani 
Johnson, 25, 708 St. Mi-
chael Ln., Altamon-
te Springs, drugs-posses-
sion of controlled sub-
stance without prescription 
(MDMA); drug equipment-
possession and/or use.
 Carolyn Michelle Kis-
er, 48, 815 W. Orange Plz., 
Winter Garden, drugs-pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance without prescrip-
tion (fentanyl); drugs-pos-
session of controlled sub-

stance without prescription 
(alazopram); moving traf-
fic violation-driving while 
license suspended, revoca-
tion equivalent status.
 Tenina Lishay Mc-
Coy, 35, 611 Business Park 
Blvd. #101, Winter Garden, 
burglary-unoccupied con-
veyance unarmed (X6).
 John Navilsaint, 25, 
228 E. 17th St., Apopka, 
larceny-other theft; bur-
glary-unoccupied structure 
unarmed.
 Anthony Pringle, 46, 
402 W. Ella J. Gilmore St., 
Apopka, drugs-possession 
of controlled substance 
without prescription (co-
caine); obstructing justice-
tampering with evidence in 
criminal proceeding; drugs-
possession of controlled 
substance without prescrip-
tion (MDMA); drugs-pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance without prescription 
(alprazolam); resist officer-
obstruction without vio-
lence.
 Marcelino Rivaldo 
Siquic Itz, 25, 3735 Ocoee 
Apopka Rd., Apopka, mov-
ing traffic violation-operate 
motor vehicle without valid 
license. 
 Jason Scott Stevens, 
51, transient, Apopka, 
drugs-possession of con-
trolled substance without 
prescription.
 Rachael Tiffany Turn-
er, 37, confidential, Lake-
land, battery-touch or 
strike.

Police Beat
Hello Folks,
 I hope everyone had a 
great weekend and you got 
a chance to enjoy the Blue 
Full Moon we had at the 
first of the week. I walked 
outside and enjoyed how 
bright the moon was and 
how big it seemed. Ac-
cordin’ to NASA, the blue 
moon is closer to the Earth, 
and so it looks bigger and 
seems brighter. Anyway, 
the fishin’ is still slow for 
most folks. 
 Kyle at Bitter’s Bait 
& Tackle reports that not 
too many folks are get-
tin’ on the water and goin’ 
fishin’. The panfish have 
slowed way down in most 
of the lakes. I do see some 
nice stringers of shellcrack-
ers bein’ caught in some of 
the local lakes in our area. 
Most of those shellcrackers 
are bein’ caught on grass-
shrimp, and a few are bein’ 
caught on red-worms.
  The bass fishin’ on the 
Kissimmee Chain has been 

pretty good as of late. X-
Treme Bass Series held a 
tournament on the chain last 
weekend. The team of An-
drew Hall and Kyle Brew-
er grabbed the win at the 
Lake Toho Division. They 
weighed in 5 bass that hit 
the scales at 29.20 pounds. 
Kyle Brewer caught the 
biggest bass of the day with 
a 6.34 pounder. You know 
what they say an ounce of 
water makes a difference 
– how about 1/100th of 
an ounce of water. Kyle’s 
big bass was 1/100th of an 
ounce bigger than the next 
biggest bass caught that 
day. Kyle’s bass weighed 

in at 6.34 pounds, and the 
next big bass weighed in at 
6.33 pounds. Folks that’s as 
close as it can be and I’m 
sure the guy that caught the 
2nd biggest bass was heart-
broken. I know I would 
have been. 
 The bass fishin’ on 
Johns Lake has been a little 
slow since FWC sprayed 
the lake. Last Wednesday 
night, the team of John Bra-
zell and Mike Bruton won 
the tournament with 3 bass 
that hit the scales at 9.80 
pounds. John and Mike 
also had big bass of the 
tournament which weighed 
3.55 pounds. 
 I also want to men-
tion that the FWC has is-
sued a School Fishing Club 
Grant to 50 schools for 
the upcoming school year. 
Each school was award-
ed a $500-grant for this 
school year. The money 
will help with the club ex-

FWC issues School Fishing 
Club Grant to 50 schools

APK: Tampa Bay has an explosive 
and balanced offense

WHS: 99-yard touchdown 
has broken school record

On Friday, August 16, A Wekiva player attempts to stiff-arm an Olympia defender 
during their 36-0 win over the Titans.

nant their passing game is, 
you’d think Tampa would 
have no run game, or at 
least a subpar one, but they 
put up 175 rushing yards 
and four rushing touch-
downs on Apopka’s young 
defense. To put it into per-
spective, Apopka is a run-
first team that runs 80 per-
cent of the time and the 
Blue Darters only collected 
195 rushing yards. 

The first quarter was 
relatively quiet with both 
teams poking and prod-
ding at each other trying 
to figure out where their 

weakness was. Apopka’s 
first drive was a three-and-
out followed by a six-play 
touchdown drive from 
Tampa to open the game. 

After getting another 
opportunity with the ball, 
Apopka once again went 
three and out turning the 
ball over after losing yards 
to penalties and a sack on 
quarterback Tyson Davi-
son. But this time, Apopka 
was able to stop Tampa in 
its tracks and forced them 
to punt it right back. 

But again, Apopka’s 
offense could not find any 
space to set up the run or 
pass game. Apopka gained 

just seven yards and was 
forced to punt facing a 
fourth and three.

Before the end of the 
first quarter, Tampa had the 
ball again starting on their 
11-yard line. They decided 
to go with the run but were 
stuffed on first down. But, 
on second down they found 
a little room with a quick 
pass to a receiver at the line 
who beat one Apopka de-
fender near the sideline for 
a first down. 

Tampa stuck with run 
again going to the out-
side where they grabbed 

pass turned into a school 
record 99-yard reception 
and touchdown. 
 “The focus was much 
more on what we prac-
ticed after the interception 
and touchdown. Of course, 
teams tend to be much less 
tense and think about how 
to win instead of avoid los-
ing when holding a lead 
too. There wasn’t a sense 
of giving up or the sky is 
falling because clicking 
as a team didn’t start right 
away.”
 Another two points 

were added at the end of 
the Titans’ next possession 
as the high snap also trav-
eled through the end zone.         
 Wekiva’s other scores 
came on touchdowns, 
a seven-yard rush from 
Isaiah McNish, a 19-
yard Jackson Keillor to 
Naeem Woulard pass and a 
blocked punt, recovered in 
the end zone.  
 The touchdowns were 
scored with 2:35 of the 
first quarter, 2:15 of the 
second and 10 seconds re-
maining in the contest, re-
spectively. 
 Only one possession 

ended with the Titans gain-
ing more than one first 
down and 15 yards. Olym-
pia moved the ball from its 
35 yard line to Wekiva’s 
1-yard line on the first pos-
session of the second half. 
The ball was turned over 
on downs though. Will 
Wankelman’s arching into 
the left back corner of the 
end zone pass was caught 
out of bounds.
 Not counting the first 
drive of the second half, 
the Titans gained 49 yards 
on 28 plays. Wekiva also 

See APK Page 4B

See WHS Page 4B
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

LARGE-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, September 10, 2027 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 
3067 and 3068 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
October 2, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
A.M. and 4:30 P.M. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 23, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Appian 
Engineering, LLC c/o Luke Classon, P.E. has made application relating 
to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 11-20-27-0000-00-037, 
11-20-27-0000-00-069, 12-20-27-0000-00-001, 12-20-27-0000-00-012, 
12-20-27-0000-00-046, 12-20-27-0000-00-048
Contains: 54.85 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3067
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ONDICH ROAD AND 
EFFIE DRIVE; COMPRISING 54.85 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; OWNED BY 
PM S-1 REO, LLC; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3068
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) DISTRICT TO KPI-MU 
(KELLY PARK INTERCHANGE – MIXED-USE) DISTRICT, FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
ONDICH ROAD AND EFFIE DRIVE; COMPRISING 54.85 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS; OWNED BY PM S-1 REO, LLC; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

See KECK Page 4B
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