Forego proposed
park to expand
affordable housing?

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

At the latest Communi-
ty Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) Board meeting, the
plat for repurposing a proper-
ty for use of affordable hous-
es and a public park was front
and center after the Apopka
City Council voted to table
the plat at its Jan. 15 meeting.

The CRA Board conduct-
ed its meeting on Wednesday,
Feb. 12, at the Apopka Com-
munity Center. After discus-
sion among the CRA Board,
the city will take the plat back
to the drawing board to recre-
ate a more favorable solution
regarding the Eighth Street
property, said CRA member
(Mayor) Bryan Nelson.

The 0.83-acre communi-
ty park will be located in the
northern portion of the parcel,
and the four lots—each 0.22
to 0.17 acres in size—are ad-
jacent to East Eighth Street.
Access to the lots is provided
via South Highland Avenue
and East Eighth Street.

Located downtown, the
Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Area is comprised
of 633 acres and has a mix of
residences, businesses, and
historic properties. The area
is bound on the south by 10th
and 11th Streets, Hawthorne
Avenue to the west, Oak
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The Community Redevelopment Agency Board met on Feb. 12.

Street to the north, and sec-
tions of multiple streets to the
east, including but not limited
to Highland Avenue, Monroe
Avenue, and Alabama Ave-
nue.

The local government
created the Apopka CRA
Board to direct the agency.
This board comprises Apop-
ka City Council members and
two other representatives ap-
pointed by the local govern-
ment.

“There were some con-
cerns with the park that was
being proposed to be con-
structed there, possible crim-
inal activities that could hap-
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Plat for repurposing Eighth Street
property subject of CRA meeting

pen in the park,” interim CRA
director Howell said, refer-
encing the discussion brought
up at the Jan. 15 City Council
meeting. “So, we were direct-
ed to bring this back for dis-
cussion and direction from the
board as to what your plea-
sure is with this.”

At the CRA Board meet-
ing, CRA member (City
Commissioner) Nadia Ander-
son brought up the same con-
cerns she had about the plat at
the Jan. 15 City Council meet-
ing; specifically that the city
should eliminate the park and
increase the lot sizes.

CRA member (City
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Commissioner) Alexander H.
Smith said he still finds value
in having the park as an ame-
nity of the plat for the com-
munity youth, and because
there is no walkable section
in that area. He added that he
visited the Eighth Street prop-
erty and didn’t believe having
a park there would devalue
the neighborhood.

Anderson disagreed
with Smith. She said a park
wouldn’t devalue the neigh-
borhood, but larger lot sizes
would increase property val-
ues.

CRA member John Dra-
go said that based on his sev-
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eral drives through the Eighth
Street neighborhood, he no-
ticed the streets needed repair
and parking is “hodgepodge
around the neighborhood.”
He said having a park in the
Eighth Street property is “su-
perfluous.” He recommend-
ed taking all four lots on the
plat, adding them up, and di-
viding that sum by four, there
would be enough property be-
hind the four lots without a
park there.

“Now why is that impor-
tant? It's important from the
standpoint that you want to
try to eliminate parking on
the street if, in fact, you can't

accommodate the vehicles,”
Drago said. “By allowing a
deeper lot, you can move the
houses back and you can have
the driveway long enough to
accommodate six vehicles,
possibly eight with the two-
car garage. So, anybody that
comes to visit those neigh-
borhoods or those particular
houses would have a parking
adequate on property.”

Drago also recommend-
ed that in order to increase the
value of the property as well
as the value of the area, the
city could include four hous-
ing templates in its request
for proposal including archi-
tectural details, and have the
builder construct the houses
according to those templates.

CRA member (City Com-
missioner) Nick Nesta said
that a conversation must hap-
pen not only about the prop-
erties the Eighth Street plat
focuses on, but on all of the
parcels in the CRA District
regarding not only efficien-
cy and affordability, but also
make a cohesive plan of ac-
tivating the entire CRA Dis-
trict.

CRA member Nikki Wil-
liams recommended that the
city come up with restrictions
for how the plat properties
should be used. Therefore, the
developer owning the proper-
ty won’t flip it and build out
the lot in a way it was not
originally intended.

An open public comment
at the CRA Board meeting
followed board discussion.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO
VACATE RIGHT OF WAY

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka City Council has received an application from
Angel Garcia and Stan Henry to vacate the unimproved W Oak Street right of way, as recorded
in the Public Records of Orange County, Florida, being more particularly described as follows:

RESOLUTION 2025-09

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO VACATE THE WEST OAK STREET
RIGHT OF WAY, AS APPEARING IN PLAT BOOK F, PAGE 57, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILTY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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(THIS IS FOR

REFERENCE PURPOSES

ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

W Oak Street Right of Way Vacate Description:
That portion of oak street right of way lying north of Lots 8 through 11, according to the plat of
highland park davis and mitchill’s addition as recorded in Plat Book F, Page 56, Public Records
of Orange County, Florida, lying south of lot 85 lakeside homes as recorded in plat book B,
page 69, of the public records of orange county, florida, lying east of hawthorne oaks phase 1,
according to the plat thereof as recorded in plat book 42, page 85, of the public records of
orange county, florida, and lying west of n. washington avenue a 60 foot right of way and more
particularly described as follows:

begin at a point on the east line of aforesaid hawthorne oaks phase 1 and being the southwest
corner of the aforesaid lot 85 of lakeside homes; thence run east a distance of 200 feet along
the south line of said lot 85 to the southeast corner of lot 85 lying on the west right of way line of
n. washington avenue; thence south along said line a distance of 60 feet to the northwest corner
of aforesaid lot 11 of highland park davis and mitchill’s addition; thence west a distance of 200
feet along said north lines of said lots 8 through 11 of highland park davis and mitchill’s addition
to at a point on the east line of said hawthorne oaks phase 1 and being the northwest corner of
said lot 8; thence north along said line a distance of 60 feet to the point of beginning.

Containing: 0.28 acres, more or less.

NOTICE is hereby given that the CITY OF APOPKA CITY COUNCIL will consider this plat
vacate application at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Hall City Council Chambers,
120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida, on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. or as

soon thereafter as possible.

Please be advised that, under State Law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim
record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
The proposed subdivision plat vacation and resolution may be inspected at the Apopka
Community Development Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-

1704, no less than 48 hours p

rior to the proceeding.



