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Apopka to help Emerson Park 
finance roadway improvements
HOA says city 
is not playing 
favorites

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka City Coun-
cil adopted two resolutions 
on April 16 to fund roadway 
improvements for the Em-
erson Park subdivision. The 
city will take out a loan on 
the subdivision’s behalf to 
fund the project, which will 
cost around $3 million.

“It’s basically an oppor-
tunity for property owners 
who are subject to the pro-
posed assessments to ap-
proach the dais and tell you 
whether they support the as-
sessments, whether they ob-
ject to the assessments or 
make no comment at all,” 
said Christopher B. Roe, at-
torney for Bryant Miller Ol-
ive P. A., who presented the 
resolutions at the meeting. 
“But it has to be an oppor-
tunity for them to do so be-
fore you can levy the assess-
ments.”

The first resolution No. 
2025–16, sets up a special 
assessment area for road 
and sidewalk improvements, 
with a total assessed cost of 
$2,853,464. Per this resolu-
tion, the approved estimat-
ed project cost of the im-
provements is $3,064,425. 
Out of this amount, the as-
sessed cost is estimated to be 
$2,853,464; the balance of 
the project cost will be paid 
by the HOA’s contributions.

The payment term is 15 

City’s CRA Board adopts 
reallocated $1.9 milion budget
April 23 meeting 
is continuation 
of April 16 CRA 
meeting
By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy (CRA) Board adopted 
its reallocated budget of an 
estimated $1.9 million, pri-
oritizing projects that must 
start by Oct. 1 in case state 
legislation affecting CRAs 

is enacted.
The Apopka CRA Board 
meeting on April 23 was 

organized to get more 
community input on the CRA 

Middle school mentoring program grows
Apopka teacher’s 
idea takes flight

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

Over 12 years of teach-
ing and coaching at Apop-
ka Memorial Middle School 
(AMMS), Mel Bolden saw a 
need with the young people 
who came under his tutelage: 
They needed soft skills train-
ing and exposure to various 
experiences and career fields.

Seeing the gaps, Bold-
en stepped up to fill them. 
He founded the Prepar-
ing Our Leaders Organiza-
tion (POLO) for both boys 
and girls in December, and 
the mentoring program has 
quickly grown to 185 com-
bined students in just four 
months.

“I hope that the men-
tees I have today become to-
morrow’s mentors,” Bolden 
said in an interview. “I hope 
they remember that some-
body came into their life 
and poured great things into 
them. Then they do it to the 
next person’s life.”

Bolden is a grassroots 
Apopkan who is deeply in-
volved in the communi-
ty and invested in the suc-
cess of the next generation of 
Apopkans. He is a graduate 
of Apopka High School and 
Florida Agricultural and Me-
chanical University (FAMU) 
and has pursued a successful 
graphic design and photogra-
phy career while teaching at 

Three more candidates 
launch campaigns for 
Florida Senate District 15
Anthony-
Smith, Grayson, 
Montague will face 
off against Bracy 
siblings

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

Three more candidates 
have tossed their hats into 
the ring for the Florida Sen-
ate District 15 seat that was 
vacated when state Sen. 
Geraldine Thompson died 
in February.

Thompson died on Feb. 
13 due to complications 
from knee replacement sur-
gery. Being in Florida poli-
tics for almost two decades, 
Thompson won her last 
elected position as state sen-
ator in 2024.

She leaves behind a leg-
acy as a civil rights cham-
pion who defended voters’ 
rights and helped to main-
tain local African American 
history.

Attorney Coretta An-
thony-Smith officially an-
nounced her campaign on 
April 17 at her law firm An-
thony-Smith Law in Ocoee.

“Let me be clear  — ​
Senator Geraldine Thomp-
son is a tough act to fol-
low,” Anthony-Smith said 
in a statement. “She was 
one of the greats. She was 
a servant throughout her en-
tire career. Our communi-

ty loved her dearly and will 
never forget the work she 
has done for us.”

If elected, Anthony-
Smith said she will prioritize 
securing affordable proper-
ty insurance for District 15 
homeowners, strengthening 
public safety, and expand-
ing affordable housing for 
constituents, according to 
her campaign website.

“In this race, we have 
to tune out the drama and 
the distractions and focus 
on the issues,” she said in 
the statement. “Pine Hills, 
Washington Shores, Histor-
ic Parramore, Winter Gar-
den, Ocoee, Gotha, parts 
of Oakland, the Dr. Phillips 
area, Historic Eatonville 
and Apopka residents are 
struggling to get the kind 
of public safety, affordable 
housing and affordable in-
surance that residents need 
to live comfortably. That’s 
what we need to focus on.”

City enters into agreement with FDOT on roads

See IMPROVEMENTS Page 5A

See POLO Page 3A

See CRA Page 4A

See CAMPAIGNS Page 6A
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Eddie Pollock (right) gives Aiden Bolden, Mel Bolden’s son, hands-on welding instruction 
during one of POLO’s field trips.

Photo courtesy of Coretta 

Anthony-Smith

Coretta Anthony-Smith
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The intersection of U.S. Highway 441 (northbound) and Benbow Court 
in Apopka.

State would pay 
Apopka $175K 
per year

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka City 
Council last week unani-
mously adopted a resolu-
tion authorizing Mayor 
Bryan Nelson to execute 
an agreement with the state 
for infrastructure mainte-
nance costs totaling almost 
$175,000.

Under Resolution No. 
2025–18, the city of Apop-
ka has put in place a High-
way Maintenance Memo-
randum of Agreement with 
the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT) for 
the remaining term of one 
year. The state will pay the 
city $43,724.25 per quarter, 
which totals $174,897 per 
year.

The FDOT has agree-
ments with local govern-
ments for infrastructure 
maintenance that sit within 
the local governments’ ju-
risdictional boundaries.

“The types of highway 
maintenance covered un-
der this agreement are pri-
marily related to ongoing 
maintenance tasks such as 
mowing and ditch mainte-
nance,” city engineer Vlad-
imir Simonowski said at the 
April 16 City Council meet-
ing. “It also includes pot-
hole and sidewalk repair in 

the road rights-of-way that 
fall within the project lim-
its. The agreement does not 
include large tasks such as 
resurfacing or capacity im-
provements.”

The agreement does 
not include large tasks such 
as resurfacing or roadway 
capacity improvements be-
cause they’re capital proj-
ects covered by the FDOT, 
so usually smaller govern-
ments are not involved in 
those projects, Simonowski 
explained.

Per the agreement, the 
project limits are S.R. 436 
from the Seminole County 
line to U.S. 441, and U.S. 
441 from Benbow Court to 
Orange Avenue, according 
to a city staff report.
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Cliff Shepard speaks to the CRA Board. 
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A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A
City of Apopka

Telephone Numbers
Orange County

Telephone Numbers
Other Area

Numbers of Note
City Hall...................................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office.......................................407-703-1701
City Administrator...............................407-703-1649
City Clerk................................................407-703-1704
Community Devel...............................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement..............................407-703-1738
Finance Dept.........................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.).................................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept............................407-703-1741
Police Chief............................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1771
Job Line...................................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.............................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance............................407-703-1731
Utility Billing..........................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.......................................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is lo-
cated at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet above 
sea level. Its population is about 48,000 and its to-
tal area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.apopka.net

Animal Services...................................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags........................................ 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor.......................................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............................. 407-836-7350
County Attorney..................................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court................................... 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............................. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue............................................... 407-836-3111
Solid Waste............................................... 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............................... 407-703-1731
Health Dept.............................................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic............................... 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept............................... 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative........................... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint........................ 407-836-4357
Utilities....................................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments.......................... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency...........................................911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)............................................. 202-224-5274
Ashley Moody (Rep.).....................................407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11).............................352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson.................................................407-476-6787
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)................. 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore..............................................407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment............................................407-317-3233
Bus routes.........................................................407-317-3800
Superintendent..............................................407-317-3200
School Board....................................................407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief............................................407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans..........................407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce................................407-886-1441

Orange County School 
Board, District 7
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The Apopka Chief

City communications staff 
helps keep residents safe

One of the unsung 
heroes of Apopka city 
staff, the Public Safe-
ty Telecommunication 
Professionals team, 
is the tip of the spear 
for any and all emer-
gencies that happen in 
Apopka.

Our team of 23 
dedicated profession-
als staff our call center 24/7, 365 
days a year. They not only handle 
the calls for Apopka, but also the 
911 calls for Maitland and Eaton-
ville as well.

Last year, they received 
180,000 calls, with 60,000 of them 
being classified as emergencies. 
To become a Public Safety Tele-
communications Specialist, they 
are required to pass the state’s 
911 Public Safety Telecommu-
nicator certification course, the 
Emergency Medical Dispatcher 
(EMD) certification course, and 
the Emergency Fire Dispatcher 
(EFD) certification course.

These rigorous training cours-
es give the Public Safety Tele-
communications team the ability 
to handle any crisis, especially the 
split-second, life-and-death deci-
sions that they face each and ev-
ery day.

As I was presenting a procla-
mation to the dispatch, I got a first-
hand experience of what a typical 
day looks like for a Communica-
tions Specialist. A 911 call comes 
in about a possible attempted sui-
cide for a male in his mid‑20s. He 
has slit his wrist and is bleeding 
profusely.

The dispatcher had to give 
the caller instructions as to how 
to stop the bleeding and simulta-
neously keep her calm as she ap-
plied pressure with a towel.

In the meantime, the dispatch 
professional notified both the fire 

and police depart-
ments to respond 
with a fire truck, 
ambulance and of-
ficers to document 
the incident and 
make sure each de-
partment has the 
correct address.

All this in re-
al-time lasting less 

than five minutes.
I have always been impressed 

by their dedication, but to see the 
Communications Department ac-
tually preform under pressure was 
truly impressive. Although you 
might not have ever met a Com-
munications Specialist, just real-
ize that they are the first point of 
contact, and without their exper-
tise, the rest of our first responders 
couldn’t do their jobs effectively.

Since 2023, the Communi-
cations Center has been accred-
ited by the Florida Telecommu-
nications Accreditation Commis-
sion (FLA-TAC), which bestows 
the highest honor for excellence 
regarding the Communications 
Center’s processes, policies and 
procedures. Please remember and 
congratulate the unsung Commu-
nications Center employees for 
their invaluable service to the res-
idents of Apopka.

Committee weighs how to divide 
Orange County into 8 districts

As we speak, a county commit-
tee is determining how to split Or-
ange County into eight districts from 
six. This is due to the passage of a 
charter amendment last November. 
It is quite clear that District 2 will re-
tain Tangerine, Zellwood, Apopka, 
Southern Apopka, Wekiwa Springs, 
Paradise Heights, Lockhart, and the 
northern part of Pine Hills.

I consider Southern Apopka 
anything south of US 441 and SR 
436. I would like to report on five 
areas of improvement: infrastruc-
ture, trails, parks & recreation, 
community centers, and the Peo-
ple of Southern Apopka. Regular 
county services such as emergency 
management, animal and mosquito 
control, jail and convention servic-
es, and family or children’s servic-
es, while robust, mainly continue 
without much oversight.

Infrastructure seems to get 
most of my attention as the coun-
ty, in unincorporated areas, must 
maintain roadways, ponds, light-
ing, sidewalks and street lighting. 
The county installed LED street 
lighting along Piedmont Wekiva 
Road and Apopka Boulevard. in 
2019. Every major street in South 
Apopka has LED lighting.

I prioritized installing new 

sidewalks in southern, unincorpo-
rated Apopka along 13th Street, 
18th Street and Sheeler Road. I’m 
still working to build more side-
walks along Apopka Boulevard 
where there are gaps. We also in-
stalled speed humps on most north-
south streets. My biggest issue is 
getting compliance on proper waste 
disposal, so the rights-of-way look 
clean and pristine.

I have reported multiple times 
on Border Lake flooding. The city is 
waiting on Lumen to approve tem-
porary passage of piping. Other than 
that, the county has installed gaug-
es and completed the paperwork for 
submittal to St. Johns River Water 
Management District. The city staff 
will manage drawing down the lakes.

On the south side, the coun-
ty invested millions of dollars into 

Magnolia Park and Wheatley Park. 
I’m sure you would enjoy taking 
your family there for a visit. The 
John Bridges Center on 13th Street 
received painting upgrades and 
soon a new million-dollar play-
ground to serve the community and 
Head Start students.

The county also resurfaced the 
West Orange Trail, added wayfind-
ing signage, and refurbished the 
West Orange Trail Bridge across 
US 441. Please mark your calendar 
for the Grand Reopening on Satur-
day, May 31st at 9:30 a. m.

Finally, the new community 
organization, People of Southern 
Apopka, meets on the fourth Tues-
day of the month at Brixton Land-
ing on 13th Street. They offer in-
formational speakers and organize 
events and clean-ups in the South-
ern Apopka area. For 2025, they 
are revitalizing Clarcona Road for 
the Corridor of the Year Contest. 
Please consider joining this vibrant 
organization.

I hope you enjoy reading 
about the stellar improvements in 
the Southern Apopka area. As al-
ways, I welcome your engagement 
and suggestions. Working together 
is how we make the most positive 
change!

OCPS faces funding shortfall due to 
declining enrollment, Legislature

This time of year is always a 
time of concern for local schools 
and school districts as discussions 
of next year’s budget start happen-
ing. This year, though, the con-
versations are different and, to be 
frank, disturbing.

In my six years on the school 
board, I have not heard the kind of 
concern I have been hearing from 
our superintendent and school dis-
tricts across the state before. The 
outlook for Florida public schools’ 
funding next year is bleak.

Let me explain why this year 
will be different.

School districts are expect-
ing cuts to funding because of de-
clining enrollment. We have seen 
a steady drop in enrollment in our 
traditional public schools since the 
pandemic. We have had federal 
COVID relief dollars to help off-
set the drop in enrollment, but that 
funding sunsets at the end of this 
school year.

As I’ve explained before, the 
school district’s operating budget 
is funded by the number of stu-
dents who attend the schools. So 

when enrollment drops, so does the 
funding. OCPS is expecting to lose 
3,100  students next year, result-
ing in a $27.8 million loss in state 
funding.

It’s easy to assume that since 
there are fewer students, the cost of 
operating the schools goes down, but 
that is not necessarily true unless an 
entire school is closed. The schools 
still have to remain open, lights still 
have to be on and buses still have to 
run, among other things.

So why is enrollment in 
schools across the state declining?

There are two reasons: de-
clining birth rates and a drastic 

increase in participation in state-
funded voucher programs. Enroll-
ment in traditional public schools 
is expected to drop from about 2.81 
million to 2.74 million by 2030. 
Voucher program enrollment is 
expected to grow from 457,000 to 
nearly 697,000 by 2030.

OCPS sent out a memo recent-
ly to employees explaining that the 
loss of funding will have major 
implications for our district, and 
all departments are being asked to 
reduce their operating budgets by 
2%.

There are also the proposed 
cuts to Advanced Studies that 
I wrote about previously, which, if 
passed, would reduce our funding 
by an additional $17 million.

Over the next few months, the 
district and board will be look-
ing for ways to address this fund-
ing shortfall. While we work hard 
to be efficient, I encourage you to 
reach out to your legislators now 
and encourage them to increase 
and protect public school funding 
in the state budget they are current-
ly crafting.

About The 
Apopka Chief

The Apopka Chief is published every Fri-
day and entered as Periodicals, postage paid at 
Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress 
of March 3, 1879 (USPS545–440). The Apop-
ka Chief newspaper is published by Main-
street Daily News from 400 North Park Av-
enue, Apopka, Fla., 32712–3417. Phone 407–
886–2777.

The Apopka Chief is an award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member 
of the Florida Press Association. Email news 
tips to news@theapopkachief.com.

Letters to the editor are welcome and en-
couraged, but they should be signed and in-
clude a daytime telephone number, address, or 
email address for verification. Management re-
serves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com

God Bless
America
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We Buy Gently
Loved Clothes
407-788-8010
3030 E. Semoran Blvd., Ste2022, Apopka, FL 32703

Shelley’s Septic TanksShelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 
Zellwood, 
FL 32798

FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Environmentally Friendly Company!
Licensed & Insured

State Certified

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING
Drug Screen Nationally

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: Info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Covid Screens Titer Testing
New Transferring Gold TB Test

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

loomis family 
funeral homes

visit our 
online obituary at

loomisfuneralhomes.
com

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Ford employee pricing is available on new 2024/2025 Fords. Offer excludes E-Series, Edge, ’25 
Expedition, ‘25 Super Duty, ’24 Explorer, Chassis Cabs, F450-F750 and Specialty Vehicles like Raptor, 
Shelby, Stroppe, Mach 1, Dark Horse, GTD. See salesperson for complete details. Employee pricing is 

already reflected in the online price. Offer includes dealer discount. Residency restrictions apply. 
See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 4/30/2025.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL
Emergency Appointments AvailableMyApopkaDentist.com

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confidence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires May 30, 2025

POLO
Continued from page 1A

AMMS.
Bolden has always been 

a mentor to youth, even be-
fore becoming a teacher or 
founding POLO. His father 
was highly involved with the 
Apopka community and con-
stantly gave back with his 
time. He said that growing up 
around that ingrained in him 
the importance of mentorship 
and giving back to the com-
munity.

In addition to teaching, 
Bolden is the athletic direc-
tor and coach of all the sports 
teams at AMMS. It was dur-
ing this time around Apopka 
students that he found the idea 
for POLO.

“Working with the youth, 
I’m always speaking to them,” 
Bolden said. “Just having that 
listening ear and having them 
share the things they want to 
do, the places they want to go, 
and just hearing some of the 
things that they never did  — ​
that I  had the opportunity to 
do.”

The program aims to 
teach the next generation the 
importance of respect, listen-
ing and networking. While 
those are the main goals, 
POLO is also about providing 
the opportunity to learn and 
experience different activities 
and perspectives.

Bolden brings guest 
speakers to each POLO meet-
ing who provide a look into a 
career. POLO has had guest 
speakers ranging from weld-
ers to military veterans to en-
trepreneurs and much more.

“I’m just getting them 
ready for the real world,” 
Bolden said. “I’m just trying 
to get them to see that there is 
more to life than the options 
they know about. We could 
get them into trade schools, 
colleges or careers. We’re just 
trying to expose them to dif-
ferent positive things and peo-
ple.”

POLO also allows stu-
dents to experience things that 
would enrich their lives and 
their pursuit of success. Bold-
en told me it was simple things 
at first, like students who had 
never been fishing. Fishing 

was something he grew up 
doing and didn’t see as a big 
deal, but seeing and hearing 
from kids who had never had 
that opportunity made him 
want to provide it for them.

The field trips POLO pro-
vides for its members are po-
tentially life-changing, in-
cluding a program favorite: a 
trip to EA Sports Headquar-
ters. The trip happened over 
spring break, and the kids got 
to tour the facility and see 
how the multi-billion-dollar 
video game developer creates 
game franchises like Madden 
and NCAA College Football. 
EA Sports even let them play 
the unreleased Madden 26 be-
fore it releases later this year 
and guaranteed a free copy of 
either Madden 26 or NCAA 
College Football 26.

Since its inception in De-
cember, POLO has grown into 
a large program that is con-
tinuously expanding. POLO 
currently has 115 boys and 
70 girls as members, rang-
ing in ages from 8 to 17. The 
program provides a safe, like-
minded, and community-driv-
en environment for the Apop-
ka youth to prepare for their 
future.

“I have a very positive 
view on the POLO mentor-
ing program,” Nakhi Bell, a 
14-year-old member, said. 
“Coach Bolden provides ex-
cellent guidance to young kids 
who are struggling or need 
help. He exposes them to var-

ious activities, organizes trips 
and teaches them valuable life 
skills to help them become re-
spectful young adults.”

Bell said POLO has also 
helped her become a better 
person and friend. It has giv-
en her the confidence to advise 
her friends and others when 
they are making poor choices.

POLO meetings are held 
6–7:30 p. m. each Thursday 
at One Family Church at 500 
S Highland Ave in Apopka. 
POLO promotes good behav-
ior and the rest of its core prin-
ciples, such as accountability 
and supporting others, through 
meetings and a point system.

The point system is how 
the POLO members earn the 
ability to participate in fan-
tastic field trips. Just being at 
meetings doesn’t guarantee 
you will be a part of the next 
excursion.

The point system works 
as follows: attending meetings 
and community events grants 
10 points each, church events 
grant 20 points each, the A-B 
honor roll grants 10 points, all 
A’s grants 15 points, a good 
report from a teacher, parent 
or other grants five points and 
a good progress report grants 
10 points.

But you can also be de-
ducted points for bad behav-
ior (–20 points), trouble in 
school (–20 points), trouble at 
home (–20 points), being late 
(–5 points), D’s or F’s on a 
report card (–10 points), foul 

language (–10 points), a bad 
progress report (–10 points) 
and fighting (–50 points). It’s 
much easier to lose points than 
earn them.

Bolden created the point 
system because he was wor-
ried members would only 
show up to the fun events. 
He needed to create a system 
that kept them from abstain-
ing from the events they didn’t 
think were fun.

“They don’t play around 
about their points — ​they are 
on top of their points,” Bolden 
said. “They know how many 
points they got and always ask 
me about their points. So, the 
system seemed to be working 
very well.”

Bolden says the response 
from the Apopka community 
has been immense and game-
changing for the program. He 

told me that most of the food 
for their meetings is provided 
or donated by those wishing to 
help the program. Bolden said 
that nearly all of the shirts pur-
chased for the members were 
paid for by donations from the 
community.

Bolden said the biggest 
obstacle for him and POLO 
has been that he needs support. 
He is thankful for all the sup-
port he has received and keeps 
receiving, but he said adminis-
tering the program by himself 
is not easy. Bolden told me 
that when people aren’t get-
ting paid and the work is hard, 
people come and go.

Bolden points to obstacles 
like transportation. Finding 
a feasible and safe option to 
transport 185 kids is difficult, 
but Bolden has made it work. 
He said he has found a way to 

borrow a bus at times to make 
transportation easier.

Bolden told me he sees 
a bright future for POLO and 
dreams of expanding far past 
Apopka.

“I see it growing, man, 
not just in Orange County, but 
I  think different counties…” 
Bolden said. “I  hope it’s just 
a chain reaction that just keeps 
going and going, spread-
ing positivity. That’s how I’ll 
know I’ve got something that 
will outlive me. That’s the im-
portant thing.”

Bolden said he had doubts 
when he was thinking of start-
ing the program, but he is glad 
he did it.

“Like Nike says  — ​just 
do it,” Bolden said. “Because 
it’s never going to be the right 
time. Everything is never go-
ing to be all together.”

Bolden urged parents in 
the Apopka community to talk 
to their kids and give POLO a 
chance. He said that nine out 
of 10 kids who have come to 
a meeting have loved it and 
stayed to become part of the 
program. Even some of the 
program members urged fel-
low Apopka youth to come 
out.

“POLO mentoring is a 
great program, and I’m en-
joying it,” Jakyvion Kemp, 
a 15-year-old Apopka High 
School student and POLO 
member, told me. “We learn 
a lot, meet new people and 
become better individuals. It 
would be beneficial for your 
child as it helps them stay 
away from negative influences 
and become successful.”

Bolden said if he could 
have the POLO members re-
member one thing about their 
time with the organization, it 
would be that he went all-out 
for them every day. He said 
he’s constantly working to im-
prove POLO and its experi-
ences.

“Life is short,” he said. 
“I  know I  won’t have them 
forever. I  know they go and 
move on, but I  want to give 
them the best experience ever 
so they can remember that for 
the rest of their lives.”

Courtesy of Mel Bolden

Jakyvion Kemp lights up the face of a resident at Solaris 
Healthcare in Apopka during a POLO field trip. 

Courtesy of Mel Bolden

The members of POLO sit and listen to a keynote speaker during one of their weekly meetings.
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City recognizes growth of special needs registry
Program aims 
to inform police 
interactions
By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

At least 50 people are 
now registered in the Apop-
ka Police Department’s spe-
cial needs registry program 
since Officer Emmanuel Sosa 
launched it in April 2024, the 
officer said.

At the April 16 City 
Council meeting, Sosa accept-
ed a proclamation after Mayor 
Bryan Nelson read it, declar-
ing April 2025 as Autism Ac-
ceptance Month in the city of 
Apopka.

The proclamation also 
recognizes the city’s spe-
cial needs registry program, 
which serves individuals with 
disabilities, including people 
with autism.

“While it doesn’t sound 
like a lot, it’s 50 people that 
we’re helping providing re-
sources to and also gain that 
intelligence while we try to 

focus on intelligence-based 
policing, which helps us with 
many calls for service in the 
future,” Sosa said.

Sosa thanked the City 
Council for inviting him to 
speak. He also thanked Quest 
Inc., and former Apopka City 

Commissioner Kyle Beck-
er, who serves as Quest Inc. 
Board of Directors chair and 
attended the meeting, for pro-
viding resources for people 
with developmental disabili-
ties.

The special needs registry 

program was launched to help 
the APD protect the commu-
nity and cut down on miscom-
munication during emergency 
calls for service, according to 
the proclamation.

The APD manages a da-
tabase to inform responding 

officers on whether someone 
at a location or residence has 
a disability.

The program provides 
decals free of charge to peo-
ple who register. These de-
cals alert first responders 
that there is an individual in 
the home or vehicle that may 
have limited communication, 
may require additional time 
to process, respond to and/
or comply with verbal com-
mands, may hide, wander off, 
or may have no awareness of 
danger.

This program is not ex-
clusive to individuals with au-
tism. It’s available to anyone 
who may have special needs.

“He (Sosa) was very in-
strumental in bringing it for-
ward to the police department, 
creating the policy and every-
thing else,” Police Chief Mi-
chael McKinley told the City 
Council.

Autism Spectrum Disor-
der is a developmental disor-
der that starts before the age 
of 3 and progresses through-
out one’s lifetime.

The disorder is consid-

ered a spectrum because it 
differs from one individual 
to another with a wide range 
of symptoms. Some people 
might have a hard time in so-
cial interactions. Others might 
have delayed language skills 
and might have limited and 
repetitive behavior.

Early intervention servic-
es can help an autistic child’s 
development, according to the 
Center for Disease Controls 
(CDC).

Right now, the CDC is 
doing a follow-up study on 
what the public health agen-
cy’s website says is one of 
the largest American stud-
ies to date on ASD, Study to 
Explore Early Development, 
which studies the risk factors 
and behaviors related to ASD 
among children ranging from 
ages 2 to 5 years in the Unit-
ed States.

Autism affects 1 in 36 
children, according to the Na-
tional Autism Association.

Visit apopka.gov/special-
needsregistry to learn more 
about the city’s special needs 
registry program.

Photo courtesy of city of Apopka

Officer Emmanuel Sosa receives the proclamation recognizing April 2025 as Autism 
Acceptance Month in the city of Apopka and the city’s special needs registry program that 
he founded last year. Pictured (l to r) are City Commissioner Nick Nesta, City Commissioner 
Nadia Anderson, Police Chief Michael McKinley, Mayor Bryan Nelson, Sosa, Vice Mayor Diane 
Velazquez and City Commissioner Alexander H. Smith.

CRA
Continued from page 1A

projects. The board previously 
met on April 16 and reviewed 
almost a dozen projects that 
could potentially be impacted 
by the bills, if they become law.

House Bill 991 and Sen-
ate Bill 1242 would limit CRA 
powers after Oct. 1 and poten-
tially phase out CRAs com-
pletely by 2045, but key dif-
ferences remain in the bills. 
Apopka city attorney Cliff 
Shepard told the board that 
that the Senate bill is less re-
strictive and seeks to preserve 
CRAs, while the House bill is 

“more draconian.”
“Our hope is that the Sen-

ate will stand fast,” Shepard 
said.

According to information 
in the CRA Board meeting 
packet, the following projects 
would need to be updated be-
fore Oct. 1:

• The Central Avenue 
portion of the Downtown 
Apopka Trail

• Construction of the City 
Hall Park

• Upgrades of Apopka 
Action Sports Park, Alonzo 

Williams Park amenities and 
Edwards Field amenities

• Signal and pedestrian 
upgrades to Fifth and Central 
Avenue

• Property acquisitions 
for the expansion of Alonzo 
Williams Park and Kit Land 
Nelson Park

• Fifth Street gas lamps
• The Eighth Street and 

Highland Avenue homes and 
neighborhood park

Located downtown, the 
Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Area is comprised 

of 633 acres and has a mix 
of residences, businesses and 
historic properties. The area 
is bound on the south by 10th 
and 11th Streets, Hawthorne 
Avenue to the west, Oak 
Street to the north, and sec-
tions of multiple streets to the 
east, including Highland Ave-
nue, Monroe Avenue and Ala-
bama Avenue.

The state Legislature cre-
ated CRAs in 1969 to help lo-
cal governments revitalize 
areas that become blighted. 
They use revenue from prop-

erty tax increases to fund im-
provements.

Supporters of the reform 
bills, including sponsor Rep. 
Mike Giallombardo, R-Cape 
Coral, say local governments 
have abused the original pur-
pose of CRAs.

“CRAs are initially de-
signed to help slum and blight 
areas, but again, what’s hap-
pening is they’re continuously 
moving the charter date, or the 
end date, of them and just pay-
ing for a bunch of other stuff,” 
Giallombardo said, according 

to a WUFT report.
The City Council creat-

ed the Apopka CRA Board to 
direct the agency. This board 
comprises Apopka City Coun-
cil members, an Orange Coun-
ty Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and 
other individuals appointed by 
the local government.

The next CRA Board 
meeting is scheduled for 1 p. 
m. on May 7 at Apopka City 
Hall, followed by the City 
Council meeting, which starts 
at 1:30 p. m.
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Prayer Breakfast
The 2025 Apopka Mayor's

Paul Renner was the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives during the 2022-2024 term. He is a U.S. Navy veteran, former
prosecutor, and business attorney. He began his legal career as an Assistant State Attorney, prosecuting serious felony offenses. Since 1998,
Renner has represented individuals and businesses as their advocate in a broad range of commercial settings. 
 
Renner was elected to the Florida House in 2015 and was term limited in 2024. Renner lives in Palm Coast, FL with his wife and two children.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: FORMER FLORIDA HOUSE SPEAKER,  PAUL RENNER

New Apopka Chief logo looks to future with nod to past
Some things 
change, some 
remain the same

The last two months have 
flown by as The Apopka Chief 
team has implemented a vari-
ety of changes to better serve 
the community under new 
ownership. These include in-
creasing circulation from 
4,000 to 10,000 weekly print 

editions, adding Publix in-
serts, moving the paper to full 
color, making the print edition 
free, and posting stories online 

as they’re ready  — ​all while 
increasing our focus on local 
reporting.

With this week’s issue, 
you will also see a new flag 
atop the front of the newspaper. 
We wanted to give it a thought-
ful refresh while staying true to 
our mission and rooted in our 
history, most notably with a ta-
gline that keeps the Chief’s sto-
ried past at the forefront.

You will note the front-

page banner does not drop as 
deep on the page as the old 
one. Our goal was to bring 
more content above the fold, 
so that it’s easily viewable at 
a glance. We want the most 
important stories to be imme-
diately visible, so that even if 
you’re simply walking by a 
rack or box, you can see the 
talk of the town.

Emphasizing the trust 
Apopka has in its hometown 

newspaper is important to 
us, because, while numerous 
things have changed, many 
important things have not 
changed. Chief among them 
(pardon the pun) is that The 
Apopka Chief is still commit-
ted to the same local journal-
ism the community knows and 
appreciates.

We will continue to show 
up at local events and meet-
ings. We will continue to cov-

er local sports and communi-
ty groups. We will continue 
to report on local government 
with accuracy and fairness.

In short, we will continue 
to be the voice of Apopka, as 
we have been for the last 102 
years.

Look for more exciting 
announcements soon as we 
position the Chief for its sec-
ond century of service to the 
community.

Improvements
Continued from page 1A

years, and each property in 
the subdivision owes $5,707 
per household, or $591 per 
year based upon an inter-
est rate of 5% per year and a 
share of collection costs.

The second resolution, 
No. 2025–17, greenlights 
a funding agreement and 
easement with the Emerson 
Park Homeowners Associa-
tion (HOA), contributing al-
most $211,000. The resolu-
tion also approves construc-
tion easement and dedication 
documents.

A bank loan and HOA 
contributions will finance 
this project, which will cost 
over $2 million. The assess-
ments will begin with this 
November tax bill, the first 
of 15 annual installments.

Contractors said that 
roadway construction is an-
ticipated to last six to 10 
weeks, according to Roe.

To date, the city staff 
and consultants have devel-
oped the project cost esti-
mate and assessment meth-
odology.

On March 19, the City 
Council adopted the initial 
assessment resolution, which 
describes Emerson Park im-
provements and area to be 

assessed. The council also 
established the amount to be 
funded by the assessments 
and approved the assessment 
methodology.

A notice of public hear-
ing was published in local 
newspapers and mailed to 
property owners. The city 
also received a signed fund-
ing agreement and construc-
tion easement and dedication 
documents from the Emer-
son Park HOA.

Roe presented the time-
line as follows:

• By April 18, a request 
for proposal was to be issued 
for a bank loan in the as-
sessed amount of $2,853,464

• By May 1, the HOA 
deposits cash contribution 
with the city

• By May 8, the city ob-
tains bank loan proposals for 
financing project costs

• At the May 21 City 
Council meeting, a bank will 
be selected

• At the June 4 City 
Council meeting, the coun-
cil will adopt a resolution 
approving a bank loan. That 
day, pre-closing loan docu-
ments will be presented to 
the council, and each mem-
ber will sign the paperwork.

June 6 would be the 
closing on the bank loan, and 
the bank transmits loan pro-
ceeds to the city of Apopka 
to pay for project costs.

When roadway im-
provements are completed, 
they’ll be dedicated to the 
city, meaning that Emerson 
Park will have a fully public, 
open roadway system.

The HOA will retain 
maintenance responsibility 
and ownership for the sub-
division’s alleyways, which 
service access points for 
certain areas of the residen-
tial properties. The HOA 
will also fully fund the cost 

of improving the alleyways, 
Roe said.

During public comment, 
residents said they don’t ob-
ject to the city assisting the 
Emerson Park HOA. How-
ever, they warned the city 
about giving the impression 
of favoritism of some subdi-
visions over others in finan-
cial assistance for infrastruc-
ture and construction proj-
ects and repairs.

“I can think of numer-
ous developments around the 
city just now who are suf-
fering flooding and need fi-
nancial assistance to resolve 
the problems,” Albert Mc-

Kimmie said. “Remember, 
you’ve now set that prec-
edent, and you owe it to all 
city residents to deal with 
things in the same manner as 
you do tonight.”

Jennifer Hay, an Emer-
son Park HOA Board mem-
ber, refuted that the city is 
not giving the subdivision 
any money, but is only acting 
as the middleman in helping 
the HOA solve its problem.

“I do want to clarify, just 
for the public, that we initial-
ly came to the mayor with the 
problem because the prior ad-
ministration had made a deci-
sion that impacted our com-
munity, and our community 
wasn’t aware of it,” Hay said. 
“So, we came to him with 
help for that solution. We are 
paying the total. The city is 
not giving any money to us.”

Emerson Park is located 
near the S.R. 414/429 inter-
change and along Harmon 
Road and Ocoee-Apopka 
Road, across the street from 
AdventHealth Apopka.

It has been a struggle for 
Emerson Park homeown-
ers themselves to pay for 
the infrastructure upkeep. 
Built in 2007, the subdivi-
sion was originally planned 

as a mixed-use development 
of townhomes, single-fami-
ly homes, and a public town 
center with public access 
roads. The infrastructure was 
built to support a town cen-
ter, but the town center itself 
was never constructed.

In December 2023, a 
95% majority of the Emer-
son Park community vot-
ed in favor of establishing a 
roadway project in which the 
city would take on the sub-
division’s infrastructure cost 
and maintenance.

On Oct. 16, 2024, the 
City Council unanimously 
approved to move forward 
with an assessment project 
that will help the Emerson 
Park subdivision with its re-
quest to have its roadways, 
curbs, gutters, and street 
signs transferred from pri-
vate to public ownership and 
to create a funding source to 
bring this infrastructure up to 
city standards.

On Nov. 6, 2024, the 
City Council adopted Reso-
lution No. 2024–38 to offi-
cially declare the city’s in-
tent to repay a debt not ex-
pected to go over $3 million 
for the Emerson Park road-
way project.

 J.C. Derrick
Publisher

OPINION

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

The entryway to Emerson Park, a 500-dwelling unit 
subdivision located near the S.R. 414/429 interchange.
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County conducts Lake Apopka tour to celebrate Earth Day
45-min tour 
highlights wildlife, 
Lake Apopka 
history

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

In celebration of Earth 
Day on April 22, Orange 
County conducted a 45-min-
ute tour of Lake Apopka at 
Magnolia Park, highlighting 
the area’s diverse wildlife and 
history, including the lake’s 
restoration.

Named after the land do-
nor’s aunt, Magnolia  — ​and 
not for the magnolia trees dot-
ting the grounds — ​Magnolia 
Park is located at 2929 S. Bin-
ion Road, Apopka.

The park features various 

native plants like fire bushes, 
a native plant that takes over 
yards and is a host for the state 
butterfly, and crepe myrtles, 
which can be grown into trees 

or hedges, depending on how 
they are trimmed. The park 
also has sabal palms, which 
are resilient to hurricanes.

In 2023, Orange Coun-

ty opened the Magnolia Park 
Eco Education Center, where 
visitors can learn more about 
Lake Apopka, its history and 
wildlife.

Woodpeckers, includ-
ing red-bellied and pileated 
woodpeckers, are common in 
the region. Also populating 
the wildlife are American al-
ligators, snakes, and birds like 
egrets and ospreys.

Lake Apopka, the body 
of water that Magnolia Park 
borders, was once Florida’s 
second-largest lake but was 
bumped down to the state’s 
fourth-largest because human 
activity reduced the lake’s 
size. The lake is now managed 
for fish populations.

Orange County is cele-
brating Earth Month through-
out April to honor the plan-
et, including many activities 
planned for Apopka.

This year’s Earth Month 
events and activities give peo-
ple chances to explore and 
adopt more eco-friendly hab-

its as well as emphasize the 
countywide conservation and 
environmental efforts.

Scheduled activities 
throughout Earth Month in-
clude Earth Day celebra-
tions, eco-tours and Adopt-
A-Tree. The Orange Coun-
ty Extension Office for the 
University of Florida’s In-
stitute of Food and Agricul-
ture Sciences (UF/IFAS) is 
offering various classes and 
workshops where attendees 
can learn various skills such 
as vegetable gardening, how 
to grow oyster mushrooms 
and farming backyard chick-
ens.

In addition to the Earth 
Day celebration, Apopka is 
hosting Alligator Arts and 
Crafts 11 a. m. —3 p. m. each 
day through Saturday at Mag-
nolia Park.

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

Visitors enjoy the view of Lake Apopka from a deck that stretches out into the water at 
Magnolia Park in Apopka. 

Campaigns
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A native Floridian, An-
thony-Smith is a graduate of 
Georgetown University and 
the University of Florida Levin 
College of Law. She began her 
legal career at firms across the 
state before launching her own 
practice in Orlando in 2007.

This week, Florida Poli-
tics reported that Anthony-
Smith as well as Alan Grayson 
and Willie J. Montague have 
announced their Senate Dis-
trict 15 campaigns.

From 2009 to 2011, Alan 
Grayson served as the Dem-
ocratic representative for the 
state’s 8th congressional dis-
trict, and from 2013 to 2017, 
served in the state’s 9th con-
gressional district.

“I’m declaring because it 
seems to me that I’m the only 
candidate who will be able to 
accomplish anything for the 
people in the district,” Gray-
son told Florida Politics. “I’m 
seeing a pervasive failure on 

the part of Democratic candi-
dates and elected officials to 
accomplish anything mean-
ingful. In contrast, when I was 
in Congress, I got many, many 
good things done.”

Montague is the found-
er of Orlando-based House of 
Timothy, a residential regen-
erational program for adoles-
cent boys that uses Christian 
principles.

“I am officially the Repub-
lican nominee for Senate Dis-
trict 15 — ​unopposed,” Mon-
tague posted on X on April 23. 
“Thank you to everyone who 
made this possible. Now let’s 
keep raising money and let’s 
WIN this together.”

Anthony-Smith, Gray-
son and Montague will face 
off against two Bracy siblings, 
who, over the course of two 
months, have separately an-
nounced their campaigns.

In February, Randolph 
Bracy III announced his cam-

paign for Senate District 15 in 
an Instagram video.

He held the Senate Dis-
trict 15 seat from 2016 to 2022 
before leaving it for a con-
gressional bid, but Rep. Max-
well Frost defeated him in the 
2022 Democratic primary. 
Last August, Bracy lost a Sen-
ate District 15 primary race 
to Thompson, who garnered 
more than 60% of the vote.

Bracy’s sister is state 
House Rep. LaVon Bracy Da-
vis, D-District 40, who an-
nounced her campaign launch 
in March. Earlier this month, 
she announced her resignation 
from her seat, effective Sept. 
1, so she can run for Senate 
District 15.

Qualifying dates for the 
Senate District 15  special 
election were from April 21 
through April 23. The prima-
ry will take place June 24, and 
the special election is set for 
Sept. 2.

If a law enforcement 
agency charges you with a 
crime and this paper reports 
that information, please notify 
us within 90 days if the charge 
is dropped, or if you are found 
not guilty by the court. Af-
ter verifying the information, 
we will be happy to publish it. 
Please send notification to The 
Apopka Chief, P. O. Box 880, 
Apopka, 32704–0880.

In the period from April 
13–19, 2025, the Apopka Po-
lice Department received 
1,490 calls for service, re-
sponded to 34 crashes, issued 
58 citations, and made 12 ar-
rests. Burglaries: 1 vehicle, 1 
resident, 3 businesses. Juve-
niles were charged with other 
agency warrant; battery-com-
mit domestic battery by stran-
gulation.

The following adults were 
arrested and charged:

Raul Barron Gonzalez, 
35, 2829 Bon Air Dr., Orlan-

do, other agency warrant.
Juan Emilio Cucjuc, 20, 

1250 Lucerne Way, Apopka, 
crash-driver license-no driver 
license-never had one issued.

Carlos Alberto Cuyuche, 
20, 900 Alabama Ave., Apop-
ka, robbery-no firearm or 
weapon; battery-touch or 
strike; battery-by strangula-
tion.

Carlos H Garcia Vasquez, 
45, 117  W. 1st St., Apopka, 
other agency warrant.

Willie Griggs, 38, 14310 
Noto Ave., Clermont, burglary 
of occupied dwelling, un-
armed; damage property-crim-
inal mischief over $200 un-
der $1,000; burglary dwelling/
structure/conveyance, armed.

Miguel Guzman Perez, 
26, 5313 SE106th St., Bel-
leview, moving traffic vio-
lation-operate motor vehicle 
without valid license, 1st con-
viction.

Erion Cordell Lowe, 25, 

512 Towne Square Way Apt 
1812, Orlando, battery-touch 
or strike.

Jason William Scott, 47, 
general delivery, Orlando, 
trespassing-trespassing occu-
pied structure or conveyance.

Kenisha Andrea Stone, 
25, Apopka, damage proper-
ty-criminal mischief $1,000 or 
more; assault-aggravated with 
intent to commit a felony; ag-
gravated battery with a deadly 
weapon; cruelty toward child-
abuse without great bodily 
harm.

Rhonda Vaught, 48, 
555  W. SR434, Longwood, 
damage property-criminal mis-
chief over $200 under $1,000.

Froilan Saqueo Velas-
quez, 37, 4926 Sadler Rd., 
Apopka, DUI-unlawful blood 
alcohol, DUI-breath alcohol 
0.08 or more per 210 L.

Jayvon Woods, 39, 1960 
Aspenridge Ct., Ocoee, other 
agency warrant.

Police Beat
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According to 
Robert, the con-
tributor to AllRec-
ipes.com, “This 
crab cake recipe is 
the true crab cake 
with no fillers and 
no heavy spices, 
all crab meat. It has been in my family 
for generations.” A reviewer observed, “I 
used Old Bay seasoning instead of pars-
ley and didn’t use mayo and it still came 
out great!”

Jennifer Broussard’s Honey Glazed 
Chicken from Treasures and Pleasures 
cookbook looks to be quite simple, ideal 
for the busy homemaker. Stick the dish in 
the oven and go about your other chores. 
Or… put your feet up and relax!

From Jane Bradley’s cookbook called 
Southern Style, Volume 23 from the Col-
lector’s Series of The American Cooking 
Guild, copyrighted 1987, we have Cheesy 
Baked Grits. Jane says, “This much-ma-
ligned product needs some understand-
ing to be appreciated. Grits are never too 
tasty when simply boiled and served ‘au 
natural.’” These dressed-up grits will be a 
real treat!

Whitney Bennett, Wiregrass EC, 
was Cook of the Month in December of 
2016 Alabama Living Magazine. Here is 
her recipe for Chicken, Corn and Bacon 
Chowder.

From FoodNetwork.com, we have 
a recipe from Ree Drummond for Cra-
zy Brownies. They are rated 4.6 out of 
5 stars. These are easy, and yield 18 
brownies. A note from one of the bakers: 
Delicious! Note to self... parchment your 
pan after your spray! I couldn’t get it out 
of the pan without making a mess!

TRUE MARYLAND 
CRAB CAKES

BY ROBERT ON ALLRECIPES.COM
Ingredients:
3 tablespoons pancake mix
1 tablespoon prepared yellow 
mustard
3 tablespoons mayonnaise, or to taste

1 egg beaten
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
1 pound cooked crabmeat, flaked
3 cups vegetable oil for frying
Directions:
 1) In a medium bowl, stir together the 
pancake mix, mustard, mayonnaise, egg 
and parsley until well blended. Fold in the 
crabmeat. Form into 3-inch patties. 2) 
Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium 
to medium high heat. There should be 
enough oil to reach halfway up the sides 
of the crab cakes. When the oil is hot, 
carefully place the patties in the pan. Fry 
until golden brown on each side, about 8 
minutes per side. If patties are browning 
too fast, reduce the heat. Drain on paper 
towels, and serve immediately. Yield 8 
crab cakes, about 4 servings.

JENNIFER BURGUST 
BROUSSARD’S 

HONEY GLAZED CHICKEN
Recipe from 1990 Presbyterian Women 

First Presbyterian Church of Apopka,
Treasures and Pleasures cookbook

1 whole chicken, cut up
1/2 cup butter, melted
1/4 cup mustard
1/2 cup honey
 Mix butter, mustard and honey. Pour 
over chicken in baking dish. Cover and 
bake at 350 degrees for one hour. Bake 
uncovered for an additional 15 minutes.

CHEESY BAKED GRITS
Recipe from 

Southern Style by Jane Bradley
4 cups boiling water
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup quick grits
8 tablespoons (1 stick) butter, cut into 
pieces
2 cups (8 ounces) cheddar cheese, 
grated
3 eggs, beaten
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper
2 tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan 

cheese (optional)
Additional butter for dish
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Butter a 1-1/2-quart baking 
dish and set aside (Jane says, “I use a 
porcelain quiche dish and cut grits into 
wedges for serving.”)
 Using a large, heavy saucepan, bring 
water and salt to a boil. Slowly add grits 
and stir till well blended. Reduce heat and 
simmer for 3 to 5 minutes. Remove pan 
from heat and add butter and cheese, 
stirring to melt. When melted, add beaten 
eggs, dry mustard, Tabasco, and freshly 
ground black pepper, blending well. Pour 
into prepared baking dish. If desired, 
sprinkle with Parmesan cheese to aid in 
browning. Bake for 45 to 55 minutes or 
until grits are golden brown. Serve piping 
hot. Serves: 6 to 8.

WHITNEY BENNETT’S 
CHICKEN, CORN AND 

BACON CHOWDER
Wiregrass EC Alabama Living Magazine
1 pack of bacon
2 cans of whole kernel corn
3 boiled chicken breasts
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 chopped onion
4 cups of chicken broth
2 cups of heavy cream
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
Salt and pepper to taste
Cayenne pepper, optional, to taste

1) Cut bacon into small pieces 
and fry, reserving the grease for later. 
2) Drain and set aside. In reserved 
bacon grease, cook chopped onion and 
minced garlic until transparent, about 
2-3 minutes. Drain and set aside. 3) In a 
stock pot, heat 2 tablespoons of bacon 
grease and add 1/4 cup of all-purpose 
flour, mixing well to create a roux. 
4) Once the mixture has thickened, 
gradually whisk in chicken broth. Add 
onion, garlic, corn, chicken, bacon 
and spices. 5) Let it simmer for 15-
20 minutes on low heat. 6) Once it is 
warmed through, add heavy cream and 
simmer an additional 5-10 minutes. Add 

water if the chowder becomes too thick. 
Cook’s Note: 1 rotisserie style chicken 
may be used in place of boiled chicken.

REE DRUMMOND’S 
CRAZY BROWNIES

Recipe courtesy of Foodnetwork.com
1 stick (8 tablespoons) butter, melted, 
plus more for greasing pan
1 box chocolate cake mix (18 ounces) 
1/3 cup evaporated milk 
9 peanut butter cups 
12 chocolate-covered caramels, such 
as Rolos
1/2 cup finely chopped pecans 
1/3 cup candy-coated chocolates, 
such as M&Ms
1/4 teaspoon salt 
Powdered sugar, for sprinkling

1) Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
F. Grease an 8-by-8-inch baking pan. 
Put the dry cake mix in a large bowl and 
stir in the evaporated milk. (The mixture 
will still be dry.) Next, pour in the melted 
butter, stirring gently until the mix just 
comes together (don’t over-mix). 2) 
Divide the mixture in half and press half 
of it in the bottom of the prepared pan. 
Lay the peanut butter cups over the top. 
Peel the caramels and place them in the 
spaces between. Sprinkle the nuts into 
the cracks, followed by the chocolate 
candies. Finally, sprinkle the salt all 
over. Put the other half of the batter on a 
cutting board and press it into a square a 
little smaller than the pan (it will be very 
sticky). Transfer it to the pan and lightly 
press it to cover all the ingredients.3) 
Bake until the batter is fully baked, 22 to 
25 minutes. Allow to cool completely, then 
place the pan in the fridge, covered in 
foil, for a couple of hours. 4) Remove the 
brownies from the pan in one piece, then 
sprinkle on plenty of powdered sugar. 
With a sharp serrated knife, cut into small 
squares. 5) Gobble ‘em up!

True Maryland Crab Cakes, Cheesy Baked Grits, and Ree’s Crazy Brownies!

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy

View Kitchen Kapers  
by Nancy online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes

••• CALENDAR OF EVENTS •••
To submit an event, you can email 
them to news@theapopkachief.com.

...
Monday, April 28, 10 a.m., in person
Documentary Cinema – 
Join us as we show Amber: The Girl 
Behind the Alert. Amber Hagerman’s 
mother details her daughter’s shock-
ing murder and shares chilling doc-
umentary footage that captures the 
9-year-old’s final days. Amber’s leg-
acy is an alert system that has saved 
over 1,000 children. Presented by the 
University Club of Winter Park Histo-
ry Group. Location: 841 N. Park Av-
enue, Winter Park. Free. 

...
Thursday, May 1, 1:30 p.m., in per-
son
Foreign Affairs – 
Join us as we show a video on In-
dia: Between China, the West, and 
the Global South. India’s population 
size, economy, and geopolitical lo-
cation ensure that it will be an influ-
ential voice in debates and political 
struggles over global order. Presented 
by the University Club of Winter Park 
History Group. Location: 841 N. Park 
Avenue, Winter Park. Free. 

...
Friday, May 2, 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
1-day in person class in English
How to Grow Oyster Mushrooms –
Join us to learn about the basics of 
fungi and how to make an oyster 
mushroom grow bag! Presented by 
Orange County Extension Agent Cal-
vin Gardner, this hands-on class will 
cover fungi anatomy, growth hab-
its, and edible uses, plus participants 
will make a mushroom grow bag to 
take home. Cost: $20. Registration is 
required at http://ocextension.event-

brite.com or call 407-254-9200.
...

Friday, May 2 & Friday, May 9, 
2-part online classes, at 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.
First Time Homebuyer Workshop – 
English, Learn the steps to home own-
ership and how to obtain an afford-
able mortgage in this 2-part class of-
fered via Zoom - in ENGLISH by a 
team of UF/IFAS Extension Agents, 
including Orange County Extension 
Agent Jenny Rodriguez. The home-
buyer workshop meets the education 
requirements for down payment assis-
tance programs. Cost: $10. Registra-
tion is required at http://ocextension.
eventbrite.com or call 407-254-9200.

...
Friday, May 2,  9 a.m.-3 p.m., 1-day 
in-person class in Bushnell
The Central Florida Livestock 
Agents Group (CFLAG) –
Join us as CFLAG is hosting a Begin-
ner Beekeeper Workshop at the Sum-
ter County Extension in Bushnell. Pre-
sented by Orange County Extension 
Agent J.K. Yarborough, this one-day 
class is designed for those interested 
in starting beekeeping, covering topics 
such as hive structure, startup costs, 
Florida beekeeping laws, and honey 
bee biology. The workshop will con-
clude with a live hive inspection, giv-
ing participants a hands-on experience 
with beekeeping. No prior experience 
is required. Cost: $40. Registration is 
required at http://ocextension.event-
brite.com or call 407-254-9200.

...
Saturday, May 3, 2 p.m.-4 p.m., 

1-day in-person class
Grilling for Beginners –
Join us as we get summer-ready with 
this sizzling intro to fire-based cook-
ing! Orange County Extension Agents 
Hillary MacMichael and J.K. Yarbor-
ough will conduct a hands-on class 
covering grill setup, meat selection, 
flavor tips, and safety – plus tasty 
samples! Perfect for new grillers and 
backyard BBQ dreamers. Cost: $30. 
Registration is required at http://ocex-
tension.eventbrite.com or call 407-
254-9200.

...
Tuesday, May 6, 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
in-person tour
Garden Tour – 
Grab your gardening hat, sunglasses, 
and some comfy shoes and join us and 
our Orange County Florida-Friend-
ly Landscaping™ Extension Agent 
Dr. Heather Kalaman for a guided tour 
through our Exploration Gardens! See 
unique plants in our 12 themed gar-
dens and learn about Florida Friend-
ly Landscaping™ principles, smart 
irrigation, vegetable gardening, and 
flower species to attract bees, butter-
flies, and beneficial insects. The tour 
includes an FFL book and pollinator 
seed packets. Loca: UF/IFAS Exten-
sion Orange County, 6021 S. Conway 
Road, Orlando. Cost: $10 fee. Regis-
tration required at http://ocextension.
eventbrite.com or 407-254-9200.

...
Wednesday, May 7, 2 p.m.-5 p.m., 
1-day online Zoom class
Take Control of Your Money, for 
Renters – 

Money management, renters’ rights, 
eviction prevention, and more! Of-
fered via Zoom by a team of UF/IFAS 
Extension Agents, including Orange 
County Extension Agent Jenny Rodri-
guez, this class is for residents look-
ing for income-based assistance pro-
grams or anyone wanting to become a 
more savvy renter. Free. Registration 
required at http://ocextension.event-
brite.com. 407-254-9200.

...
Month of May - 
City of Apopka Meetings at the 
Apopka City Hall Council Cham-
bers, 120 East Main Street, Apopka.
Development Review Committee 
Meetings – every Monday :
9:00 a.m.-12 noon
City Council Meetings – at 1:30 p.m. 
on the 1st Wednesday of each month 
and at 7 p.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month
at 7 p.m.
At the Apopka City Hall Coun-
cil Chambers, 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka.
The City of Apopka live streams the 
Apopka City Council and Apopka 
Planning Commission Meetings on 
the City’s YouTube Channel. View 
City Council page to learn more about 
our members and meetings. Regular 
Meetings are held the 1st Wednes-
day of the month at 1:30 PM and 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 7 PM. 
Visit our meeting calendar for a list of 
meetings.

...
Tuesdays, every week - 
Plant Clinic - From 9 a.m. to 12 noon, 
you can get answers for your problem 
plants and yard from experts at the UF/
IFAS Extension Master Gardener Vol-
unteers program at the UF/IFAS Mid-

Florida Research Education Center 
(MREC), 2725 Binion Road, Apopka, 
32703. Let a Master Gardener help. 
Orange County residents can bring 
your questions and samples from your 
plants or lawn. More info at 407-254-
9200 or email your questions and pho-
tos to orangecomgv@ifas.ufl.edu to be 
answered by Master Gardeners. A free 
plant clinic for Commercial Growers 
is also open Tuesdays from 1 to 4 p.m. 
at the same location. Free.
...
MISCELLANEOUS:
VITAS Innovative Hospice Care of 
Central Florida needs volunteers in 
this area who can befriend terminal-
ly ill patients, provide relief for wea-
ry caregivers, accompany their pet on 
Paw Pals visits, visit with veterans, 
and much more, or help with admin-
istrative work. Info: email central.flor-
idavolunteers@vitas.com or call 407-
691-4541.

...
Round robin tennis for women of 
older ages. All levels of players are 
welcome. Loca: The Winter Park Ten-
nis Center, 1075 Azalea Lane, Winter 
Park. Time: Sundays, from 9:30-11 
a.m. Call ahead because only 24 play-
ers are accepted. Cost: $7. Info: call 
407-599-3445.

...
O-Town Sound Chorus, a local chap-
ter of Sweet Adelines Internation-
al, invites women of all ages to join 
them. Women from 12 countries par-
ticipate in this chorus. They also offer 
a free voice lesson. Time: every Mon-
day, from 7-10 p.m. Loca: Pine Ridge 
Presbyterian Church, 3900 S. Hiawas-
see Road, Orlando. Info: or to book 
a performance, visit www.otschorus.
com or call 407-415-1939.

If your organization has upcoming events, be it Zoom or in person, that you would like to publicize, send your announcements to The Apopka Chief Newspaper and  
we will do our best to accommodate. Please allow two weeks notice. You can email them to news@theapopkachief.com or ads@theapopkachief.com; fax them to 407-889-4121;  

mail them to The Apopka Chief Newspaper, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880 or 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712; or call 407-886-2777 for more information.

Try true Maryland Crab Cakes, Cheesy Baked Grits and Ree’s Crazy Brownies
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M o s t  F l o r i d a 
home and business 
owners are familiar 
with the damage that 
can come from severe 
storms. If not, it is im-
portant to brush up 
on the topic, because 
one can never be too 
prepared for what a 
severe storm or hurri-
cane can do to unkept 
trees. Right now, is the 
time to prepare for the 
possibilities ahead. 
Storm preparation 
might feel extensive 
but if it saves homes, 
office buildings and 
trees from damage, 
it’s always worth the 
effort. This can be a 
busy time of year for 
tree servicing compa-
nies so it’s important 
to get on the books 
sooner rather than 
later.

“It’s important to 
have your trees in-
spected and pruned 
annually. This can be 
done quickly and will 
save you money in the 
long run. In most cas-
es, maintaining trees 
is far less expensive 
than removing and 
replacing them. This 
proactive measure 
can help assure that 
your trees are healthy 
and reduce any risk 
of storm damage to 
your home or prop-
erty down the road,” 
stated James Maltby, 
owner and operator of 
Maltby’s Tree Service 
and Landscaping.

Trees at risk that 
need professional ser-

vice can have: 
•Branches that are 

rubbing each other or 
rubbing wires on your 
home or business

•Branches that are 
touching or laying on 
your rooftop

•Low hanging 
branches that obstruct 
the street or sidewalk

•Branches that 
appear diseased or 
insect infested

“If you have a tree 
that has grown too 
large for your prop-
erty, is damaging your 
foundation, or is in 
danger of breaking or 
falling on the roof of 
your home, this can 
be a major concern. 
Before these things 
happen, call us. We 
have trained profes-
sionals to evaluate 
each situation and 
to provide you with 
the best in custom-
er service. We pride 
ourselves on a fast 
response time and 
the best prices guar-
anteed,” stated Maltby.

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscap-

ing is a full-service 
tree company that 
offers tree trimming, 
tree removal, land-
scaping, and monthly 
maintenance. Along 
with these services, 
they’re the experts to 
use for new landscape 
installation and stump 
grinding. Their staff is 
always ready to assist 
you and will make 
sure your landscaping 
and tree needs are met 
to your satisfaction.

They provide free 
stump grinding with 
tree removal services 
and always provide 
free estimates. When-
ever they perform a 
tree removal service, 
their employees work 
quickly and efficient-
ly, while adhering to 
the highest standards 
of safety and at very 
competitive prices. 
They’re fully licensed 
and insured, including 
Workers’ Compensa-
tion on all employees.

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscap-
ing is reachable 24 
hours-a-day for any 

after-hours emer-
gency service. For 
your convenience 
and peace of mind, 
a management team 
member is always on-
site for all services and 
property evaluations. 
They can easily assess 
the condition of your 
trees and property 
and then suggest the 
best course of action 
to take.

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscap-
ing will be happy to 
quote commercial 
tree trimming or re-
moval jobs. With over 
20 years in business, 
you can rest assured 
you’re in good hands 
with a company that 
prides itself on a job 
well done.

Call them today at 
321-689-5866 to set 
an appointment and 
see why Maltby’s Tree 
Service and Land-
scaping are the local 
experts you can count 
on.

Advertisement

Keep your trees healthy and property safe with 
Maltby’s Tree Service and Landscaping

In order to have beautiful and safe trees, proper pruning is necessary and 
important for a tree’s health. Call Maltby’s Tree Service and Landscaping today 
at 321-689-5866 to schedule your free residential or commercial evaluation and 
estimate. 

Sponsored content PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA 

Apopka City Council 
Apopka Planning Commission

Community Development DepartmentApril 25, 2025

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, that APPIAN ENGINEERING, INC. C/O LUKE M.
CLASSON, P.E. has made an application to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a
property located on the southwest corner of the northwest corner of Ondich Road and SR 453/SR 429. This
application relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 3107
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS TERRITORIAL AND
MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER
DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY PM S-1
REO, LLC; HMF, LLC; CHARLES P. STALLINGS; KIM L. STALLINGS; EUELL E. STALLINGS, JR.; AND
CRYSTAL DENISE STALLINGS; LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF ONDICH ROAD AND
SR 453/SR 429; COMPRISING 199.46 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO
THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3107 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E.
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, May
21, 2025 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City Hall on
weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be
advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of
these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703,
Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Parcel Identification Number(s): 01-20-27-0000-00-007, 01-20-27-0000-00-034, 01-20-27-0000-00-053,
02-20-27-0000-00-010, 02-20-27-0000-00-011, 02-20-27-0000-00-020
Contains: 199.46 +/- acres

 Se habla español

Zellwood senior warns locals of downtown robbery
Woman urges 
residents to be alert

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

An elderly woman who 
was the victim of a robbery 
last summer is warning locals 
that there may be an inter-
national robbery ring whose 
members are using aliases in 
each town they target.

Boatwright, 94, of Zell-
wood, has been a 30-year 
customer of Bank of Ameri-
ca and holds a credit card and 
two bank accounts with the 
institution. Usually, she only 
withdraws a few hundred dol-
lars from an ATM. However, 
because she needed a larger 
sum of cash — ​$1,000 — ​to 
pay for help that was visit-
ing her home later that day on 
June 26, 2024, she visited the 
Bank of America in down-
town Apopka.

Once Boatwright reached 
home, she discovered her 
money  — ​which was in an 
envelope — ​had disappeared. 
Believing she must have 

dropped her cash somewhere, 
she phoned the Apopka bank 
to check its whereabouts.

The following day, the 
bank manager called Boat-
wright with surprising news: 
She didn’t misplace her mon-
ey — ​it was stolen. The man-
ager advised that she file a 
police report.

“He said two people fol-
lowed me in. One went to 
the teller a couple windows 
from me so he could hear 
what I  was doing, and then 
the other one waited,” Boat-

wright said. “Then when 
I got the money, the teller put 
it in an envelope. I  put it in 
my purse, and I walked out to 
the car, and they followed me 
out. Somewhere between the 
bank and my car, the money 
disappeared.”

The bank manager told 
Boatwright the thieves were 
“very slick” in their actions, 
and that they were members 
of an international ring whose 
members change their names 
in every city. The bank cap-
tured the suspects’ images on 

video and showed them to all 
the bank employees and the 
police.

The bank staff and the 
police confirmed to Boat-
wright that it was her on the 
surveillance video as well. 
Yet she couldn’t remember 
anyone following her be-
cause she was too focused on 
what she called her “bad feet” 
and maneuvering her walker 
to pay attention.

At first, Boatwright 
wasn’t going to file a police 
report, calling the situation 
“hopeless,” but her grand-
daughter, a bank manager, 
convinced her otherwise.

“They’ve got the picture 
of their faces, and she said 
they might be able to find 
them,” Boatright said. “So, 
we decided to go to the police 
department.”

Boatwright filed a police 
report on July 4, 2024. Since 
reporting the crime, Boat-
wright called the police for 
updates on the investigation.

In an April 2 message to 
The Apopka Chief respond-
ing to a public records re-
quest, Sgt. Kim Walsh con-

firmed that the robbery did 
take place last summer at the 
Apopka Bank of America.

“I can confirm the 
Apopka Police Depart-
ment documented via re-
port 202441002073 taken on 
07/29/2024 a Grand Theft 
occurred at Bank of Amer-
ica, 33 E Main St. Apopka, 
on June 26, 2024, at approx-
imately 2 p.m,” she wrote. 
“The victim in this case has 
enacted Marsy’s Law. This 
case is an active investiga-
tion.”

Boatwright never recov-
ered her money. Despite po-
lice involvement, the inci-
dent has been a hard case to 
solve due to the suspects us-
ing aliases as they travel, she 
said.

“As far as the $1,000, 
I don’t ever expect to see that 
again, because the bank was 
not responsible, they said, for 
anything outside [the build-
ing], even though they [the 
thieves] had followed me in-
side,” Boatwright said. “I felt 
like the bank should have 
reached out a little bit more 
to me than what they did, but 

that’s their rules.”
The robbery heightened 

her awareness of her being 
a potential target again and 
therefore changed the way 
she does her banking.

Boatwright mentions that 
her daughter, Karyn Boat-
wright, now accompanies her 
to the bank for safety.

“My daughter always 
goes with me (now),” Boat-
wright said. “She always 
goes with me because she’s 
living with me now. So, she 
always takes me to the bank. 
She won’t even let me drive 
there.”

Boatwright said she 
doesn’t know of anyone who 
may be getting robbed by the 
same suspects.

Boatwright carries a 
handbag over her neck and 
keeps it in front of her in-
stead of her side, making it 
more difficult for any thief to 
steal from her person. She of-
fered a final piece of advice 
on safeguarding oneself from 
robbers: “I would just say for 
people to beware of their sur-
roundings.”

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

The Bank of America in downtown Apopka was the site of a 
robbery last summer. 
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Wekiva softball steamrolls Evans, 
21–6, to finish regular season
Mustangs prepare 
for district 
tournament

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

This week, the Wekiva 
Mustangs defeated the Ev-
ans Trojans, 21–6, after los-
ing to the Dr. Phillips Pan-
thers, 14–4, last week. The 
team finished the regular 
season with a 5–11 record 
and is now ranked 475th in 
the state, according to Max-
Preps. With the regular sea-
son over, the Wekiva soft-
ball team is preparing for 
next week’s district tourna-
ment.

Wekiva vs. Dr. Philips

The Mustangs opened 
the game up with some 
great at-bats and a three-run 
first inning. The first two 
runs came in courtesy of a 

line-drive triple to center 
from Camilla Delgado that 
cleared the bases. Arian-

Wekiva to face Innovation 
ahead of district tournament
Mustangs most 
likely to face 
Liberty in first 
round

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

The Wekiva boys vol-
leyball team has a 3–9 record 
this season with just one win 
in their last six games, a 3–2 
victory over West Port on 
April 15. The Mustangs are 
ranked 194th in the state and 
fourth in Class 2A District 6, 
below Innovation, Lake Bue-
na Vista and Gateway but 
above Liberty and Jones.

The Mustangs are 2–4 
at home, 1–3 in away games 
and lost their only neutral 

game. Wekiva has also won 
just 10  sets while losing 29. 
The team has just one more 
game in the regular season 
before the start of the district 
tournament.

Wekiva’s only win in 
their last six games was a 3–2 
win over West Port, which 
was not easy. The Mustangs 
had to earn this win as the 
match went on to five sets. 
West Port took set one 25–
23, Wekiva took set two 25–
20, Wekiva took set three 25–
16, West Port took set four 
25–22 and Wekiva took set 
five 15–6.

The Mustangs have not 
entered any stats for the sea-
son, including in their win 
against West Port.

If the Mustangs win the 
district tournament and take 

home the title, they will earn 
an automatic bid into the 
state championship tourna-
ment. But, before the district 
tournament, Wekiva had to 
prepare for Innovation High 
School for a district matchup 
in their final regular season 
game on Wednesday.

Innovation has an 8–11 
record this season and was 
ranked 131st in the state com-
ing into the game. Innovation 
is also first in Class 2A Dis-
trict 6 with a 3–0 record in 
district matchups compared 
to Wekiva’s 1–1 record.

While Innovation is a 
stronger program than Weki-
va, it has fallen to many of 
the same teams this season, 
including Olympia twice and 

Apopka football team 
preps for spring game
Blue Darters  
will hit the road 
to face Jones

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

We are just a month 
away from seeing the new 
look of the Apopka Blue 
Darter football team during 
the spring football game. 
The Blue Darters will face 
the Jones Tigers on Friday, 
May 23 at Jones.

This week head coach 
Jeff Rolson told The Apop-
ka Chief the team is focused 
on getting their minds and 
bodies right. Rolson is all 
about finding the guys who 
want to be Blue Darters 
and putting everything they 
have into being successful 
on the field.

Rolson said that replac-
ing many players comes 
with bringing in new faces. 
With those new faces, he 
says everybody says they 
are ready to work and put 
the effort in, but not every-
one shows it on the practice 
field.

“We need to drill down 
on the guys that really want 
to be out here and do the 
things they need to do to 
succeed,” Rolson said.

During the offseason, 
Apopka has lost a lot of 
personnel on the player and 
coaching sides. With play-
ers graduating and transfer-
ring and coaches retiring 

and transferring, this year 
will bring a whole new look 
for Apopka football. How-
ever, he also emphasized 
that transfers are not a mas-
sive loss for the team.

“We didn’t lose anyone 
with huge productive num-
bers,” Rolson said. “We’re 
all about coaching the guys 
that want to be here. If they 
want to go somewhere 
else — ​godspeed, we wish 
them the best.”

Rolson said that the 
team is without an offen-
sive coordinator but hopes 
to find one by the time the 
fall season starts. He said 
that he would be the pseu-
do-offensive coordinator 
for now, calling the offense 
during the spring game.

A big thing Rolson has 
been discussing since last 
season’s end is simplifying 
the offense and getting back 
to what he knows works. 
The famous Blue Darter 
single-wing formation will 
return in the upcoming sea-

Apopka crushes Horizon, wins 10 straight
Taylor Smith carries 
Apopka to victory 
with two home 
runs

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

The Apopka softball 
team defeated the No. 46 Ho-
rizon Hawks, 8–1, and the 
Sanford Seminoles, 12–7, this 
week after beating the Tim-
ber Creek Wolves, 10–9, last 
week. With the three wins, 
the Blue Darters have fin-
ished the regular season 20–4 
and riding a 10-game win-
ning streak. They are ranked 
68th in the state, according 
to FHSAA on Wednesday, 
April 23.

Apopka vs. Timber Creek
This was a close one for 

Apopka as the Blue Darters 
gave up six runs in the second 
inning and had to fight to get 
back in the game. The Blue 
Darters scored three runs in 
the first, two in the second, 
four in the fourth, and one in 
the sixth.

The three runs in the first 
came in on a two-run double 
from Sydney Bartkin, fol-
lowed by an RBI single from 
Alicia Lopez.

A single, two doubles 
and a triple from Timber 
Creek sent in the six runs at 
the top of the second, turning 
Apopka’s three-run lead into 
a three-run deficit. Apopka’s 
ace pitcher, Ava Millspaugh, 
started for the Blue Darters 
and had a tough inning on 

the mound. Mia Aeschilman 
came on in relief and ended 
the inning with a strikeout on 
the first batter she faced.

Now trailing 6–3, Apop-
ka was in an unusual place as 
the team hadn’t been trailing 

in a game since their loss to 
Horizon at the start of April. 
But the Blue Darters got right 
to work, putting up two runs 
in the bottom of the second 
inning on a Shylah Pino sin-
gle and a Taylor Smith sacri-

fice fly that closed the gap to 
6–5.

The next three innings 
were a battle. The Wolves 
scored two more runs in the 

Blue Darters defeat 
Sanford, prepare for 
district tournament

By Marshall Tempest
Reporter

The Apopka volleyball team 
dominated the Ocoee Knights in 
three straight sets during senior 
night this week. With the win, the 
Blue Darters snapped a six-game 
losing streak, moving to 5–11 and 
ranked 100th in the state, accord-
ing to MaxPreps.

The Blue Darters made quick 
work of the Ocoee Knights, with 
their seniors handling the floor 
all night. Apopka has eight se-

niors: Logan Rogers, Victor Parra-
Ramirez, Jahn Carlos Gonzalez, 
Luis Lora, Carter White, Luis Ri-
vera Agosto, Holden Powell and 
Aaron Hernandez. Apopka won 
the first set 25–18, the second 25–
13 and the third 24–17.

“The seniors played real-
ly well,” head coach Brian Ma-
ter said. “They stayed in for near-
ly the whole game, and we had 
around four players that never 
played on the floor.”

Mater said he hopes the win 
gave his seniors some valuable 
playing time before the district 
tournament next week. He said he 
saw the bench come alive a little 
bit more in this win than normal, 
which gave him some hope going 

into the tournament. Mater said 
they need that kind of energy on 
the bench to keep the guys’ morale 
up on the floor.

“We had guys that normally 
start on the bench, and guys nor-
mally on the bench starting,” Ma-
ter said. “The boys were still hav-
ing fun with it, supporting their 
teammates.”

After snapping the six-game 
losing streak with the win over 
Ocoee, Mater told me it was time 
for the team to get back to what 
they should be. Last year, the team 
finished the season with a 23–5 re-
cord, a district championship, and 
a trip to the state championship 
tournament.

At the beginning of the sea-

son, Mater said he and the team 
had even bigger dreams for this 
season than last year. But plans 
and dreams don’t always work 
out, with Apopka sliding to 5–11 
this year at the end of the season.

“I hate losing,” Mater said. 
“I didn’t have expectations of this 
team losing at all this year. We 
still get to compete in districts and 
have a chance for a title. We’ll get 
something going there, and we can 
kind of regroup.”

Mater and the team don’t be-
lieve their record accurately re-
flects their abilities on the court. 
He said avoiding mistakes would 
make the squad a state tourna-
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Apopka volleyball dominates Ocoee in 3 straight sets

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Apopka’s Logan Rodgers, one of the team’s 
senior leaders, gets up high during a serve 
in the Blue  Darters’ win over Ocoee. 

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Taylor Smith is all smiles after carrying her team in the win over Horizon, belting two homers 
and accounting for six of the eight runs scored. 

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Head coach Jeff Rolson

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Senior Tiquweshia Thomas steals and slides into home plate 
and is called safe on a wild pitch in Wekiva’s 21-6 win over 
Evans on senior night.
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The best action has been around the pads

Hello Folks,
I hope everyone is enjoy-

in’ this weather and y’all are 
gettin’ out and catchin’ some 
fish.

I’m gettin’ reports that 
folks are still catchin’ their 
limits of bluegills and shell-
crackers in Lake Kissim-

mee. Most everybody is 
catchin’em on red worms and 
large grass-shrimp.

Again this week, the best 
action has been around the 
pads. The folks that are fish-
in’ for panfish are gettin’ on 
the water early and catchin’ 
their limits by 9:30 or 10 
a. m. If you want to catch a 
mess of panfish, now is the 
time to go get ‘em.

The bass fishin’ has been 
pretty good in most of the 
chains in our area. Folks are 
catchin’ big numbers of bass 
in the Butler Chain. The wa-
ter is warmin’ up, so it won’t 
be long before those big-

wake boats are on the wa-
ter. The best time to catch 
some bass will be early in 
the mornin’ durin’ the week, 
if you can get out there then. 
I’ve been out there when 
those big-wake boats are on 
the water, and you just bob-
around like a bobber on a 
cane pole.

Most of the bass bein’ 
caught in the Butler Chain 
are bitin’ on lipless crank-
baits, chatter-baits, and slow-
sinkin’ Senko type baits. The 
best colors to use has been 
watermelon-red, Junebug, 
and green-pumpkin.

The X-treme Bass Se-

ries held their tournament 
on the Harris Chain over 
the weekend. Congrats to 
Pete Roberson and Rob 
Roberson on their win. 
They brought five bass to 
the scales that weighed in 
at 25.00 pounds. They also 
had a 7.66-pound kicker 
bass in their limit.

Chris Hamlin and Da-
vid Figueroa came in second 
place, and they had a big bass 
that weighed 8.38 pounds. 
So, it’s safe to say the bass 
fishin’ on the Harris Chain is 
still doin’ real good.

The bass fishin’ on the 
Kissimmee Chain has been 

pretty good, as well. Most of 
the bass are through spawnin’ 
and they have moved back 
out to deeper water to feed.

The post-spawn time is 
when bass will be on a feed-
in’ frenzy. They’ll be schoo-
lin’ and feedin’ on bait-fish 
throughout the chain. Lip-
less crank-baits, chatter-
baits, top-water, early in the 
mornin’ will work best.

Once that ol’ sun gets 
up, try fishin’ the submerged 
hydrilla and eel-grass with 
speed worms for some good 
results.

Folks, we need some 
rain and we need it real bad! 

Please pray for rain in your 
quiet time this week.

I want to let everyone 
know that I  will be out for 
at least two weeks due to 
my back surgery this week. 
Please keep my family and 
my wife in your thoughts and 
prayers this week. I’m not 
the most compliant patient, 
so my wife needs all your 
prayers.

I hope y’all get out and 
do some fishin’ this week. I’ll 
see ya when I get back.

Tip of the week: We need 
Rain! Pray hard!

SAVE A FEW AND 
GOOD LUCK!

Jim Keck
Correspondent

GOIN’
FISHIN’

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Softball
Continued from page 1B

na Garcia brought home the 
third run with a sacrifice fly.

The Dr. Phillips Panthers 
responded with three runs of 
their own in the bottom of the 
first inning to tie the game at 
3–3.

Wekiva then couldn’t get 
anything going at the plate in 
the second and third innings, 
with Dr. Phillips retiring the 
side in order in both innings. 
But the Panthers did not have 
the same problem at the plate. 
Dr. Phillips put up four runs 
in the second and seven in the 
third to take a 14–3 lead head-
ing into the fourth inning.

Wekiva was able to send 
in one more run at the top 
of the fourth inning, coming 
on a groundball double from 
Tiquweshia Thomas. The 
Mustangs kept the Panthers 
scoreless at the bottom of the 
fourth before the game ended 
in the fifth inning, with Dr. 
Phillips taking home the vic-
tory 14–4.

Wekiva vs. Evans
It was Wekiva’s senior 

night when they hosted the 
Evans Trojans, dominating in 
a 21–6 win. Wekiva opened 
up the game with two runs on 
a ground-out RBI from Gar-
cia. The Mustangs kept the 
Trojans off the scoreboard in 
the first and second innings, 
putting up a whopping10 runs 
in the bottom of the second.

The 10-run second in-
ning started with Thomas 
stealing home on a wild pitch, 
followed by a two-run triple 
from Delgado that stretched 
the lead to 5–0. A single by 
Kimber sent in run six, and 
a home run belted by Janelle 
Rodriguez sent in the seventh 
and eighth runs of the night.

A walk with the bases 

loaded sent in the ninth and 
tenth runs of the game, fol-
lowed by Maci Fix scoring 
on a passed ball. The last run 
of the inning was sent in on 
a walk with the bases loaded, 
as Wekiva took the field at the 
top of the third, up 12–0.

Evans scored six runs in 
the top of the third, but Weki-
va was able to stop the bleed-
ing before they were in dan-
ger of losing the lead. In the 
bottom of the third, Mix sent 
in a run on a groundout to up 
the lead to 13–6.

When Wekiva took the 
field again, they made quick 
work of the Evans’ batters, 
retiring the side in order. To 
end the game, the Mustangs 
exploded for eight more runs 
in the bottom of the fourth to 
win the game.

A passed ball started 
the rally, sending Thomas 
home for a run, followed by 
Jahliyah McCoy, who sent 
in run 15 with a single. Mc-
Coy scored 16 on a wild 
pitch, Delgado scored 17 on 
a passed ball, and Rodriguez 
followed up with a triple that 
sent in 18.

Garcia was hit by a pitch 
with the bases loaded to send 
in run 19, a walk with the bas-

es loaded sent in the 20th run, 
and Emely Varela was hit by 
a pitch to send in the 21st and 
final run of the game as the 
Mustangs run-ruled the Tro-
jans in four innings.

The Mustangs had a fan-
tastic night at the plate with 
Rodriguez, Delgado and 

Kimber leading them to the 
win. Rodriguez went 2-for‑4 
at the plate, tallying two runs, 
three RBIs, one triple and 
one home run. Delgado went 
1-for‑1, scoring three runs 
and collecting two RBIs, one 
triple and three stolen bases. 
Kimber also went 1-for‑1 at 

the plate collecting four runs, 
one RBI and one stolen base.

In four innings of work 
Garcia gave up six runs on 
five hits and four walks. She 
also struck out seven and 
threw 85 pitches.

In the field, Wekiva had a 
near perfect fielding percent-
age of .938. The Mustangs 
gathered 12 putouts, three as-
sists and only one error.

District Tournament
The Wekiva Mustangs 

will compete in the Class 6A 
District 5 Tournament, which 
starts next week. As of Tues-
day, April 22, Lake Howell 
sits atop the standings, fol-
lowed by Oviedo, Wekiva 
and Evans.

The Lake Howell Silver-
hawks currently lead the dis-
trict with an 18–4 record and 
are 2–0 in district matchups. 
But Wekiva should be the 
second seed, as the team is 
5–11 overall but 3–1 in dis-
trict. The Oviedo Lions have 
a 3–21 record this season and 
are 1–2 in district, while Ev-
ans is 3–8 and 0–1 in district.

If nothing changes, the 
seeding will be Lake How-
ell first, followed by Wekiva, 
Oviedo, and then Evans.

The bracket for Class 
6A District 5 will be just 
two rounds, with the one-
seed matched up against the 
four-seed in the first round 
and the two-seed matched up 
against the three-seed. That 
would mean Lake Howell 
would face Evans, and Weki-
va would face Oviedo in the 
first round of the district tour-
nament.

The first round will be 
the first matchup between all 
four teams, as Wekiva has not 
faced Oviedo this season, and 
Lake Howell has not faced 
Evans.

In Wekiva’s match-
up against Oviedo, the Mus-
tangs are slightly outgunned 
on paper. Wekiva has scored 
115 runs this season and al-
lowed 204 for a negative scor-
ing differential of 89 runs in 
15 games. Oviedo scored 100 
runs and allowed 192, for a 
negative scoring differential of 
92 runs in 24 games. Wekiva 
is averaging more runs a game, 
with 7.66 per game, compared 
to Oviedo’s 4.16. But Oviedo 
allows fewer runs per game 
(eight) than Wekiva (13.6).

Wekiva has the advan-
tage at the plate, batting .300 
this season compared to Ovie-
do’s .227. In the field, though, 
Oviedo is just as far ahead of 
Wekiva at the plate with a 
.913 fielding percentage com-
pared to the Mustangs’ .792. 
Oviedo has averaged 2.58 er-
rors per game, while Wekiva 
has averaged 3.57. Finally, 
on the mound, Oviedo’s ERA 
this season is 6.23, while 
Wekiva’s is 18.49.

If the Mustangs prevail, 
they will proceed to the dis-
trict championship, where 
they will likely play Lake 
Howell.

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Arianna Garcia started and finished the game on the mound 
for the Mustangs giving up five hits, six runs (six earned), four 
walks and struck out seven. 

Photo by Marshall Tempest

The Wekiva softball team stand with their seniors, their families and the coaching staff during senior night.

WHS
Continued from page 1B

Oak Ridge once. But while 
Wekiva fell to East River 
3–0, Innovation won both 
of its matchups against East 
River, 3–2 and 2–0.

The Mustangs’ match-
up against Innovation will be 
important. Wekiva needs to 
try to get a win before the end 
of the regular season to gain 
some momentum and prepare 

for the district tournament, 
where they may see Innova-
tion again.

Even if Wekiva loses in 
its matchup against Innova-
tion in the final game of the 
regular season, it will still 
most likely be sitting fourth 
in the district. If the stand-
ings were to stay as they are 
now, Wekiva would most 

likely be the fourth seed go-
ing against the fifth seed 
Liberty.

The district’s number one 
and two seeds will get first-
round byes, while the three, 
four, five, and six seeds bat-
tle in the first round. Wekiva 
going against Liberty is the 
best thing that could happen 
to them in the tournament.

This season, Wekiva de-
feated Liberty 3–1, one of its 
only victories. This should 
bode well for the Mustangs 
in their matchup in the tour-
nament. Liberty had a 2–9 re-
cord and was ranked 224th in 
the state with two games left 
in their season as of Tuesday, 
April 22.

On paper, Wekiva is the 

better team, and they showed 
it when they beat Liberty 3–1 
earlier this season. If Wekiva 
beats Liberty, the Mustangs 
will move on to the second 
round, where they will face 
the one seed, either Innova-
tion or Lake Buena Vista.

Innovation currently 
leads the district, but when 
the tournament brackets 

come out next week with ad-
justed rankings, Lake Beuna 
Vista may jump above Inno-
vation, as the team is 9–13 
and ranked 84th in the state. 
The only reason they may not 
is that Innovation has three 
district matchup victories this 
season, with a fourth possible 
in the game against Wekiva 
this week.
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate. Licensed and Insured

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS 

OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
321-689-5866(Owner)

• Tree Trimming & 
Removal 

• Landscape Installation 
• Stump Grinding

• Grapple Truck Services

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org
407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, 
we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient 
natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. 
Studies show a home with natural 
gas has a 6% greater resale 

value than an all-electric home.

ment-caliber team.
“We’ve just got to limit 

our errors,” Mater said. “Our 
errors killed us this season — ​
with hitting out of bounds, 
over and over and over, 
serves just absolutely de-
stroyed us as a team. We’ve 
just got to build confidence. 
I feel like that that’s coming. 
But with two new coaches 
coming into this program and 
rebuilding  — ​We’ve got to 
get some wins under the belt. 
We’ve got to build the foun-
dation.”

After the win over Ocoee, 
Apopka hosted Sanford Sem-
inole for their final game of 
the regular season defeating 
them 3–0. Sanford had a 10–
13 record this season and had 
just snapped its own losing 
streak coming into the game.

As of Thursday, April 24, 
Apopka sits third in Class 3A 
District 4, below the Wind-
ermere Wolverines and the 
West Orange Warriors but 
above Ocoee and Evans. In 
the district tournament, the 
top three seeds have first-
round byes, while the four 
and five seed will face off.

West Orange has an 
18–3  season record, is 2–1 
in district matchups and 
is ranked 27th in the state. 
Windermere has a 13–11 re-
cord, is 3–1 in district match-
ups and is ranked 59th in the 
state.

If West Orange ends the 
season as the one seed, then 
Apopka would face Winder-
mere in the second round of 
the district tournament. Apop-
ka has faced West Orange 

once and Windermere twice 
this year, losing all three con-
tests. In their matchup against 
the Warriors, the Blue Darters 
fell 3–2 in a very tight game, 
and Apopka almost stole the 
win. In the matchups with the 
Wolverines, Apopka lost 3–0 
and 2–1.

West Orange was able 
to surpass Windermere in 
the rankings by the time the 
brackets for the tournament 
were announced this week. 
West Orange is the one-seed 
followed by Windermere, 
Apopka, Ocoee and Evans. 
Apopka would get a first-
round bye as the third seed 
and have to face the two-seed 
in the second round, Winder-
mere.

Even though West Or-
ange is the better team on 
paper, the Blue Darters have 
shown they can compete 
against the Warriors, unlike 
against Windermere.

“We played West Orange 
a couple of weeks ago in the 
metro tournament,” Mater 
said. “That night we had 22 
errors, and we ended up los-
ing by three or four that set. 
We went into our second set, 
limited our errors, and were 
within two points. The next 
set after that, we were with-
in two points again. So, if we 
can limit our errors, we could 
be competitive, and that’s 
what it takes.”

Mater said he is trying 
to impress upon his team the 
importance of going for the 
easy points. He said not every 
play needs to be a highlight 
real slam dunk, even though 

it’s much more fun that way 
for his players. He likened it 
to taking a free layup during a 
fast break instead of stooping 
at the three-point line to jack 
up a deep shot.

“If we can limit our er-
rors and play together as a 
group, we can be great,” Ma-
ter said. “My favorite thing 
I  tell my freshman girls or 
when I was coaching our ju-
niors is, ‘If we play together, 
we’ll win. When we come to 
practice, there shouldn’t be 
a difference between who is 
starting and who is not. We 
should be one team, all united 
together, and if we can play 
together, we’ll win together 
without limiting each other.’”

Ocoee
Continued from page 1B

Photo by Marshall Tempest

The Apopka volleyball team stand with the Ocoee Knights after defeating them in three straight sets.

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Senior Carter White goes up for a kill with two Ocoee defenders still on the floor.

Football
Continued from page 1B

son. Apopka fans will see it 
in the spring game. Rolson 
told me he wants to return to 
that brand of smash-mouth 
football focused on physical-
ity and wearing down the op-
posing defense. But he also 
said the team would still 
throw the ball quite a bit.

“I think we’ll throw the 
ball more than people think. 
I think we’ll throw the ball a 
lot more than our kids think, 
too,” he said. “But we’ve 
got to be able to be success-
ful in the passing game. We 
got to be efficient throwing 
the football. So, we’re going 
to find things that we throw 
well, and we read well, and 
we are not going to take or 
give up sacks and get our 
quarterback beat up.

Rolson told me that the 
team has obviously had its 
deficiencies on offense re-
cently. Still, he hopes that 
simplifying the playbook 
will help. He also said that 
he has tailored their offense 
to their players instead of 
trying to tailor their players 
to the offense.

“Simplification and old 
school physical football,” 
Rolson said. “In these first 
couple weeks, we are just 
trying to see what we have 
and what we can do. We’re 
not going to try to do things 

that we don’t have guys to 
do.”

When Rolson discussed 
the Apopka backfield, he 
said he hadn’t found their 
No. 1 guy yet. They are still 
looking for a running back 
who is not only capable and 

skilled but also embraces the 
physical nature of the posi-
tion, especially in the new 
offensive scheme Rolson has 
drawn up.

“We’ll find the guy  — ​
we’ve got to find several,” 
Rolson said. “We’re going 

to have a bunch of differ-
ent packages. We’re going 
to play a bunch of guys this 
spring and try to figure out 
what we got.”

When Rolson talk-
ed about matching up with 
Jones, he pointed out that 

they may be more athletical-
ly or physically gifted than 
Apopka, so they’ll mostly 
stick to the run. He said that 
the team may not match up 
against their coverage, given 
that the Jones perimeter guys 
are very skilled.

“They’re going to have 
elite skill,” Rolson said. “We 
may be really physical and 
heavy on the run because we 
may not match up perimeter-
wise. We’ll just have to see. 
But we’re going to take some 
shots.”

Rolson hopes the spring 
game will give the coach-
ing staff a thorough look at 
the team’s capabilities. He 
thinks that no matter the 
game’s result, seeing guys 
in actual game scenarios will 
be good. From the game, he 
and the other coaches should 
be able to narrow down what 
works and what doesn’t and 
how to coach up the players 
to improve in the areas they 
need to.

“I think after spring, 
we’ll have a really good idea 
of what we can do,” Rolson 
said. “Summer will be all 
about modifying that, seeing 
what we can do to improve, 
trimming stuff, whatever 
we’ve got to do.”

Rolson said the summer 
will pass quickly.

“Summer is only six 
weeks of workouts,” Rolson 
said. “That’s 18 workouts at 
three a week. So, we are go-
ing to try and make the most 
of them and try to grow clos-
er as a unit and as a team.”

Photo by Marshall Tempest

In Apopka’s final game of the 2024 season Tyson Davison makes a throw while pressure closes in from both sides of the 
pocket.
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It’s More Than Just Cremation;
It’s a Tribute to a Life Well-Lived.

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703

407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

Let our licensed professional funeral directors help you explore our
compassionate cremation options. Call or visit us online.

The earth is the
Lord's, and

everything in it, the
world, and all who

live in it;

Psalm 24:1

VERSE OF
THE WEEK

Visit us online for all
the Apopka area
church listings

Softball
Continued from page 1B

top of the third to stretch their 
lead to 8–5, then kept Apop-
ka off the board in the bottom 
of the inning. Apopka then 
came alive in the fourth when 
Smith delivered a three-run 
homer to tie up the game, 
8–8. Ava Gonzalez then sent 
in the go-ahead run on a hard 
ground ball single.

But the Wolves an-
swered again, this time with a 
home run of their own in the 
fifth inning to tie up the game 
again at 9–9.

Apopka came to bat in the 
bottom of the sixth with the 
game still tied. Skyla Durand 
went on to deliver the game-
winning run on a groundout 
to push Apopka ahead 10–
9. The Blue Darter defense 
controlled the Wolves at the 
plate in the top of the seventh 
to secure the victory and keep 
their win streak intact.

Smith and Bartkin led 
Apopka at the plate in the 
win. Smith went 2-for‑3 at 
the plate, bringing in two 
runs, four RBIs, a double and 
a home run. Bartkin went 
1-for‑3 with two runs, two 
RBIs and a double.

Apopka vs. Horizon
Earlier this season, the 

Blue Darters fell to the Ho-
rizon Hawks 7–5 in extra in-
nings. In this matchup, they 
were out to prove that they 
were one of the best teams 
in Central Florida against a 
top‑50-ranked program in the 
state. They did just that by 
defeating the No. 47 Hawks, 
8–1, at Horizon.

Apopka started ear-
ly, with Smith opening the 
game with a home run at the 
top of the first to put Apopka 
up 1–0. A single from Lopez 
sent in the second run, and a 

wild pitch allowed Lopez to 
scamper home for the third 
run.

In the top of the third, 
Apopka put up two more runs 
on a Bartkin sacrifice bunt 
and a Riley Ford single.

In the fifth, Smith ex-
tended the Blue Darter lead 
when she smashed a solo 
homer over the left field wall 
to make it 6–0. It wasn’t until 
the bottom of the sixth when 
Horizon got its first and only 
run of the game. But Apop-
ka still had something in the 
tank to finish the game.

In the top of the seventh 
it was once again Smith who 
sent in the final two runs on 
an attempted sacrifice bunt. 
But the Horizon defense 
committed an error allowing 
two runners to score.

Smith stood out at the 
plate for the Blue Darters 
in the win, finishing 2-for‑3 
with three runs scored, three 

RBIs, and the two home runs.
“She put us on her shoul-

ders and brought home the 
win,” head coach Mike Mac-
Withey said after the game. 
“That girl [Horizon’s pitcher] 
is committed to Penn State, 
and she was doing pretty 
good. So, you know, we said 
at the end of the game, we’ll 
take a North Carolina Tar 
Heel over a Penn State Nitta-
ny Lion because it was toe to 
toe, and our girl won.”

Apopka vs. Sanford
The Blue Darters beat the 

Sanford Seminoles, 12–7, to 
close out the regular season 
on Wednesday, April 23.

Apopka opened up the 
game with an incredible sev-
en-run first inning. An RBI 
double from Smith started the 
rally. Lopez, Braylyn Pirillo 
and Pino followed with RBI 
hits, and Alezia Hatcher con-
tributed an RBI groundout.

Apopka added a run in 
the second, three in the third 
and one in the fourth, keep-
ing ahead of a feisty Sanford 
offense that scored one run in 
the second, two in the third, 
one in the fifth and three in 
the sixth.

Even with Sanford at-
tempting to mount a come-
back, the Blue Darters shut 
the Seminoles down with 
great at-bats, great defense 
and great pitching to finish 
the season strong.

Pino, Smith and Gonza-
lez stood out at the plate for 
Apopka in the win. Pino went 
2-for‑3 with two runs and two 
RBIs. Smith went 1-for‑2, 
scored once and had two 
RBIs and a double. Gonzalez 
went 1-for‑3, tallying one run 
and two RBIs.

7A District 3 Tournament
The Blue Darters are now 

preparing for the Class 7A 

District 3 Tournament start-
ing next week. As of Thurs-
day, Lake Brantley was in 
first place in the district, fol-
lowed by Apopka, Seminole, 
Ocoee and Lake Mary.

The district tourna-
ment bracket has the one, 
two, and three seeds getting 
a first-round bye, with the 
fourth and fifth seeds facing 
off in the first round. With 
Apopka at second in the dis-
trict, they will have a first-
round bye and face Semi-
nole again in the second 
round of the district tourna-

ment. That game will take 
place at Apopka on Tues-
day, April 29.

MacWithey said his and 
the team’s mentality going 
into the playoffs is about be-
lieving they can do it.

“I will keep repeating 
that Lake Brantley has made 
it very far, and we’re in their 
district, and we’re as good as 
they are,” Macwithey said. 
“Seminole went very far last 
year, and we’re as good, if 
not better than them. So why 
not you? Why not you? It’s 
your turn.”

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Ava Millspaugh gave up just one run in her six innings of work 
against one of the best teams in the state. 

Photo by Marshall Tempest

Sydney Bartkin went 1-for-3 with a run scored and an RBI in Apopka’s win over Horizon.
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Step on no pets.
Was it a rat I saw?
No lemon, no melon.
Too hot to hoot!

      A ‘palindrome’ is a word that can be read forward and backward. Sometimes a person thinks up a sentence 
that can be read forward and backward too!  Read these words and sentences, then find them in the puzzle!
     

Too Hot to Hoot!
T G R M A D A M Y X U C X W D E E D F I G F P N T S
T O O H O T T O H O O T V L J S W K W F H R L O O P
K S T A E R W X K R P O P F O B R F V J Y A L O O E
U K B A B T S I K A Y A K O N O B W A A D D E N T E
P R E O S F W P H Y E R A C E C A R J N A A V N D P
U S C E B A D U N D I D L C O C H T Y F D R E E U B
N E E C P U E W A S I T A R A T I S A W Z A L M T N
V S Y O D N O L E M O N N O M E L O N M J M O M I W
O U P E V E S T E P O N N O P E T S P O N G Z Y B M

sees
kayak
radar

Whew!

It really is.

1
2

3 4
5

6
7

8

9
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1819
20212223

24
2526

27

28
29

30
313233

34
35

36 37
38
39

40
41
4243

44

Dear Forest,            
     At the picnic today, a fast pitch from the baseball pitcher 
broke a pitcher, and the pieces flew into a warm pitch patch 
that sealed a hole in the walkway! A bowl of squash skidded 
off the table and squashed tomatoes in a basket. After I clean 
                                    the mess and the rest I will need a rest!  
                                          And so I seal my letter with a seal 
                                                          to send to you! 
                                             

Word Ex-Change!
     You can make a play on words just by exchanging 
letters in words.  After you finish the activity below, 
try to write one of your own and share it with a friend.

1. Change the “sn” to “tr” and see the “goo”.

2. Add an “n” to this word and you’ll know 
    what the cow said and what she jumped over.

3. Change the first letter to “b” and 
    you’ll know what happened to my car.

4. Change the “k” to “t” and you’ll see 
    what a dog gave me as I was riding by.

5. Change the “ch” to “cl” and it will close
    your snack bag. 

snail

moo

fender

bike

chip

__  __  __  __

__  __  __  __

__  __  __  __

__  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  __  __  __

Potato
Chips

P.S. Follow the numbers
       to see it.

Your Pal,
Squeak

     We use words when we speak or write. We use 
them in songs, stories, poems, letters and 
speeches! We use words to tell others what we 
are thinking, how we are feeling or how things 
work. We use words for fun too! We love to “play” 
on words in jokes and riddles, and in other ways.

6

3

12

9

DR
I
P

U A CK
Play On Words

1. a ______________ word shrinks a word, making it easier to say; airplane = plane
2. word that is spelled the same backwards and forwards; kayak
3. series of words with the same starting sound; big bad boy
4. words with the same letters, but moved around; cat - act 
5. words that resemble the sound they are talking about; whiz, bang
6. set of “opposite” words; jumbo shrimp, small crowd
7. swapping of letters or syllables in words; 
    bunny rabbit = runny babbit
8. a tongue __________ puts together 
    words that are hard to say in a row; 
    Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers
9. an exaggerated statement; I died laughing
10. putting two words together to make a new 
       word; squeeze + crunch = scrunch
11. words that have the same ending sound; very cherry
12. a humor-filled story or trick; knock, knock!
13. giving human-like abilities to something non-human;
       the wind howled, time marches on
14. a word named after a real person; teddy bear (Theodore Roosevelt)
15. a clever question that needs thought to be answered; What loses 
      its head each morning, and gets it back in the evening? A pillow!

palindrome

twister

hyperbole

portmanteau

personification

joke
eponym

riddle

alliteration

anagram

clipped

onomatopoeia

spoonerism

oxymoron

rhyme

1 2

3 4
5

6
7

8
9

10 11

12
13

14
15

     Don’t be chicken! Some of the words
are long, but I sprinkled in
letters to help you
fit them into the
crossword!

  Read the clues to fill in the crossword puzzle with
different kinds of word play that we have fun with:

  I have a bill 
in my bill to 
      pay my 
           bill.
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O
L

S NA
P

Buzz
Bu

zz

1. man of few words
2. man of his word
3. get the word
4. play on words
5. mum is the word

A. receive the message
B. to use words with more  
    than one meaning in a joke
C. to keep quiet, secret
D. keeps his promise
E. doesn’t talk very much

Match each
expression 
to its 
meaning:

 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2025 V15

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We enjoy playing with words... ...jokes, puns, riddles and rhymes.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2009-CP-000024-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

ESTATE OF

SANTOS HERNANDEZ

Deceased

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on 

08/31/2020, MARGARITA HERNAN-

DEZ, as personal representative of 

the Estate of SANTOS HERNAN-

DEZ, deceased, did deposit with me 

as Clerk of the Circuit Court, Ninth 

Judicial Circuit, Orange County, Flor-

ida, the sum of $19,737.47, the same 

being the distributive share of the 

estate to: MIKEL WAYNE CARPEN-

TER. All of the foregoing is pursuant 

to Section 733.816, Florida Statutes, 

1989.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 25th 

day of March 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

/s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

Publish: The Apopka Chief

March 28, April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2010-CP-000250-0

DIVISION Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF ANNIE MAE 

SMITH

Deceased

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on 

01/14/2019, NATHAN D SMITH II, 

as personal representative of the 

Estate of ANNIE MAE SMITH, de-

ceased, did deposit with me as Clerk 

of the Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial 

Circuit, Orange County, Florida, the 

sum of $52,896.54, the same being 

the distributive share of the estate 

to: LEGAL HEIRS OF ANNIE MAE 

SMITH. All of the foregoing is pursu-

ant to Section 733.816, Florida Stat-

utes, 1989.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 25th 

day of March 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

/s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

Publish: The Apopka Chief 

March 28, April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2016-CP-003022-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF

VERNONER ALMETA

HERRING

Deceased

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on 

12/22/2021, KRISTEN M JACK-

SON, as personal representative of 

the Estate of VERNONER ALMETA 

HERRING, deceased, did deposit 

with me as Clerk of the Circuit Court, 

Ninth Judicial Circuit, Orange Coun-

ty, Florida, the sum of $56,767.69, 

the same being the distributive share 

of the estate to: LEGAL HEIRS OF 

VERNONER ALMETA HERRING. All 

of the foregoing is pursuant to Sec-

tion 733.816, Florida Statutes, 1989.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 25th 

day of March 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

/s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

Publish: The Apopka Chief 

March 28, April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2017-CP-001772-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

ELIGA DAVIS

DECEASED

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on June 

14, 2024, JENNIFER ANN EN-

GLERT, Esquire, as attorney for the 

Estate of ELIGA DAVIS, deceased, 

did deposit with me as Clerk of the 

Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial Circuit, 

Orange County, Florida, the sum of 

$24,423.16, the same being the dis-

tributive share of the estate to:

SERJEVAH DAVIS and VOTAVIA 

DAVIS All of the foregoing is pursu-

ant to Section 733.816, Florida Stat-

utes, 1989.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 25th 

day of March 2025

Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

/s/ Mayra I Cruz

DEPUTY CLERK

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

March 28, April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2001-CP-001140-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF

MARGARET H SOLOMON 

Deceased

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that on 

07/16/2019, GINGER R LORE, as 

personal representative of the Estate 

of MARGARET H SOLOMON, de-

ceased, did deposit with me as Clerk 

of the Circuit Court, Ninth Judicial 

Circuit, Orange County, Florida, the 

sum of $2,887.48, the same being 

the distributive share of the estate to: 

GINGER R LORE. All of the forego-

ing is pursuant to Section 733.816, 

Florida Statutes, 1989.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 25th 

day of March 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

/s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

Publish: The Apopka Chief

March 28, April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2022-CP-002287-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

JUDSON I DEACON

DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED 
PROBATE FUNDS DEPOSITED 

IN COURT REGISTRY

Notice is given that, pursuant to sec-

tion 733.816, Florida Statutes, un-

claimed probate funds of $977.50 are 

being held for JUDSON I DEACON, 

JR in the registry of court, deposited 

per order of 01/20/2023 in the Estate 

of JUDSON I DEACON, deceased; 

case number 2022-CP-002287- O.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will 

deposit these funds with the Depart-

ment of Financial Services no less 

than six months after the posting or 

the first publication of this notice, af-

ter deducting fees and any costs of 

publication. Any person or entity en-

titled to such funds may obtain them 

by compliance with applicable provi-

sions of Section 733.816, Fla. Stat., 

within 10 years from the date of de-

posit with the Department of Finan-

cial Services, after which time the 

funds will escheat to the state.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 22nd 

day of April 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Orange County Clerk

of the Circuit Court

425 N. Orange Ave.,

Ste. 335

Orlando, FL 32801

By: /s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 23, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2022-CP-003214-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

ALVESTER MILLER, JR

DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED 
PROBATE FUNDS DEPOSITED 

IN COURT REGISTRY

Notice is given that, pursuant to sec-

tion 733.816, Florida Statutes, un-

claimed probate funds of $8,678.15 

are being held for HEIRS OF AL-

VESTER MILLER, JR in the regis-

try of court, deposited per order of 

07/02/2024 in the Estate of ALVES-

TER MILLER, JR, deceased; case 

number 2022-CP-003214-O.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will 

deposit these funds with the Depart-

ment of Financial Services no less 

than six months after the posting or 

the first publication of this notice, af-

ter deducting fees and any costs of 

publication. Any person or entity en-

titled to such funds may obtain them 

by compliance with applicable provi-

sions of Section 733.816, Fla. Stat., 

within 10 years from the date of de-

posit with the Department of Finan-

cial Services, after which time the 

funds will escheat to the state.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 22nd 

day of April 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Orange County Clerk

of the Circuit Court

425 N. Orange Ave.,

Ste. 335

Orlando, FL 32801

By: /s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 23, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2023-CP-001109-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

DERRICK RHODES

DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED 
PROBATE FUNDS DEPOSITED 

IN COURT REGISTRY

Notice is given that, pursuant to sec-

tion 733.816, Florida Statutes, un-

claimed probate funds of $7,217.16 

are being held for ESTATE OF AN-

THONY RHODES in the regis-

try of court, deposited per order of 

05/15/2024 in the Estate of DER-

RICK RHODES, deceased; case 

number 2023-CP-001109-O.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will 

deposit these funds with the Depart-

ment of Financial Services no less 

than six months after the posting or 

the first publication of this notice, af-

ter deducting fees and any costs of 

publication. Any person or entity en-

titled to such funds may obtain them 

by compliance with applicable provi-

sions of Section 733.816, Fla. Stat., 

within 10 years from the date of de-

posit with the Department of Finan-

cial Services, after which time the 

funds will escheat to the state.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 22nd 

day of April 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Orange County Clerk

of the Circuit Court

425 N. Orange Ave.,

Ste. 335

Orlando, FL 32801

By: /s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 23, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2023-CP-001311-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

ALMONORD FRANCOIS

DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED 
PROBATE FUNDS DEPOSITED 

IN COURT REGISTRY

Notice is given that, pursuant to 

section 733.816, Florida Stat-

utes, unclaimed probate funds of 

$1,023,238.20 are being held for 

EDNORD FRANCOIS in the regis-

try of court, deposited per order of 

02/09/2024 in the Estate of ALMON-

ORD FRANCOIS, deceased; case 

number 2023- CP-001311-O

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will 

deposit these funds with the Depart-

ment of Financial Services no less 

than six months after the posting or 

the first publication of this notice, af-

ter deducting fees and any costs of 

publication. Any person or entity en-

titled to such funds may obtain them 

by compliance with applicable provi-

sions of Section 733.816, Fla. Stat., 

within 10 years from the date of de-

posit with the Department of Finan-

cial Services, after which time the 

funds will escheat to the state.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 22nd 

day of April 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Orange County Clerk

of the Circuit Court

425 N. Orange Ave.,

Ste. 335

Orlando, FL 32801

By: /s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 23, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE MENTAL

HEALTH DIVISION

CASE NUMBER:

2023-CP-000633-O

DIVISION Probate

IN RE:

CLARA RICHEY

DECEASED

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED  
PROBATE FUNDS 

DEPOSITED IN COURT 
REGISTRY

Notice is given that, pursuant to sec-

tion 733.816, Florida Statutes, un-

claimed probate funds of $66,108.39 

are being held for ARTINA RICHEY 

in the registry of court, deposited per 

order of 06/19/2023 in the Estate of 

CLARA RICHEY, deceased; case 

number 2023-CP-000633-O.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court will 

deposit these funds with the Depart-

ment of Financial Services no less 

than six months after the posting or 

the first publication of this notice, af-

ter deducting fees and any costs of 

publication. Any person or entity en-

titled to such funds may obtain them 

by compliance with applicable provi-

sions of Section 733.816, Fla. Stat., 

within 10 years from the date of de-

posit with the Department of Finan-

cial Services, after which time the 

funds will escheat to the state.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and the official 

seal of this Court, on this the 22nd 

day of April 2025.

Tiffany Moore Russell

Orange County Clerk

of the Circuit Court

425 N. Orange Ave.,

Ste. 335

Orlando, FL 32801

By: /s/ Mayra I Cruz

Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 23, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF INTENDED 

DISPOSITION OF FOUND/
ABANDONED PROPERTY

The Apopka Police Department is 

intending to dispose of found/aban-

doned property & currency currently 

being held in the property room. 

Lawful owners who believe that the 

property belongs to them must ap-

pear at the Apopka Police Depart-

ment, 112 E. 6th Street by May 2nd 

. Contact may be made between 

the hours of 9am and 5pm, Monday 

through Friday to claim ownership. 

After May 2nd, the Apopka Police 

Department will retain the items for 

its own use, donate the property to 

charity, give the property to the find-

er, or auction off the property.

Property and Evidence Unit

407-703-1669

Publish: The Apopka Chief

April 18, 25, 2025

BARTLETT TOWING, INC

gives notice that on 05/15/2025 at 

08:30 AM the following vehicle(s) 

may be sold by public sale at 2252 

APOPKA BLVD, STE B, APOPKA, 

FL 32703 to satisfy the lien for the 

amount owed on each vehicle for 

any recovery, towing, or storage ser-

vices charges and administrative 

fees allowed pursuant to Florida stat-

ute 713.78.

1998 Chevy
1GCEK19RXWE108371
Publish: The Apopka Chief 
April 25, 2025

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 

865.09 
FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name 

of Dream Trip Co, with a mailing ad-

dress of 10016 Gannon Lane, Orlan-

do, FL 32821 and a principal office 

located in Orange County, intends to 

register the said name with the Flor-

ida Dept. of State, Division of Corpo-

rations, Tallahassee, Florida. Owner: 

Sourced Locally LLC

April 25, 2025

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS 
NAME LAW PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 865.09, 
FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the fictitious name of 

Calloway Lu Specialties
located at 1233 Winter Green Wy, 

in the County of Orange in the City 

of Winter Garden Florida 34787, 

intends to register the above said 

name with the Division of Corpora-

tions of the Florida Department of 

State, Tallahassee, Florida.

Dated at Apopka Florida, this 21st 

day of April, 2025.

Luther Calloway JR
April 25, 2025

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS 
NAME LAW PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 865.09, 
FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the fictitious name of 

OnlyTipTop located at 5401 S Kirk-

man RD, STE 700, in the County of 

Orange county, FL, in the City of Or-

lando Florida 32819 intends to regis-

ter the above said name with the Di-

vision of Corporations of the Florida 

Department of State, Tallahassee, 

Florida.

Dated at Orlando, Florida, this 22nd 

day of April, 2025.

GR.FAMILY STORE LLC
April 25, 2025

FICTITIOUS NAME

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: No-

tice is hereby given that the under-

signed, PATCE ENTERPRISES LLC, 

desiring to engage in business under 

the fictitious name “ChiroX Clinic,” 

with the subtitle: “Elite Chiroprac-

tic Care,” intends to register the said 

name with the Florida Department of 

State, Division of Corporations, pur-

suant to section 865.09, Florida Stat-

utes. The business will be located in 

Orange County, Florida.

Dated at Orlando, Orange County, 

Florida, 04/21/2025

PATCE ENTERPRISES
LLC
April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

Case No:

2024-CA-007585-O

CITY OF WINTER PARK, FLORIDA,

v.

UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 

GRANTEES,

ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDI-

TORS, TRUSTEES OR OTH-

ER CLAIMANTS CLAIMING BY, 

THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST 

LUCY W. MOORE, DECEASED; 

GARY MOORE; UNKNOWN 

SPOUSE OF GARY MOORE; UN-

KNOWN TENANT #1; and UN-

KNOWN TENANT #2,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:

UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 

GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 

LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUST-

EES OR OTHER CLAIMANTS 

CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER 

OR AGAINST LUCY W. MOORE, 

DECEASED

1260 Whitesell Drive

Winter Park, FL 32789

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 

to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-

lowing property in Orange County:

LOT 8, BLOCK C, TUSCANIA SUB-

DIVISION, ACCORDING TO PLAT 

THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN 

PLAT BOOK T, PAGE 60, OF THE 

PUBLIC RECORDS OF ORANGE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA.

also known as 1260 Whitesell 
Drive, Winter Park, FL 32789.
has been filed against you and you 

are required to serve a copy of your 

written defenses, if any, to it on Eric 

B. Jontz, the plaintiff’s attorney, 

whose address is Fishback Dominick 

LLP, 1947 Lee Road, Winter Park, 

Florida 32789, on or before 30 days 

from the first date of publication, and 

file the original with the clerk of this 

court either before service on the 

plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 

thereafter; otherwise a default will be 

entered against you for the relief de-

manded in the complaint or petition.

DATED ON: 04/16/2025

TIFFANY MOORE

RUSSELL

Clerk of Court

By: Naline S. Bahadur

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N. Orange Avenue

Room 350

Orlando, Florida 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

Case No:

2024-CA-007585-O

CITY OF WINTER PARK, FLORIDA,

Plaintiff,

v.

UNKNOWN HEIRS,

DEVISEES, GRANTEES,

ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,

CREDITORS, TRUSTEES OR OTH-

ER CLAIMANTS CLAIMING BY, 

THROUGH, UNDER OR AGAINST 

LUCY W. MOORE, DECEASED; 

GARY MOORE; UNKNOWN 

SPOUSE OF GARY MOORE: UN-

KNOWN TENANT #1; and UN-

KNOWN TENANT #2,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF GARY 

MOORE

1260 Whitesell Drive

Winter Park, FL 32789

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 

to foreclose a mortgage on the fol-

lowing property in Orange County:

LOT 8, BLOCK C, TUSCANIA SUB-

DIVISION, ACCORDING TO PLAT 

THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN 

PLAT BOOK T, PAGE 60, OF THE 

PUBLIC RECORDS OF ORANGE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA.

also known as 1260 Whitesell 
Drive, Winter Park, FL 32789.
has been filed against you and you 

are required to serve a copy of your 

written defenses, if any, to it on Eric 

B. Jontz, the plaintiff’s attorney, 

whose address is Fishback Dominick 

LLP, 1947 Lee Road, Winter Park, 

Florida 32789, on or before 30 days 

from the first date of publication, and 

file the original with the clerk of this 

court either before service on the 

plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 

thereafter; otherwise a default will be 

entered against you for the relief de-

manded in the complaint or petition. 

DATED ON: 04/16/2025

TIFFANY MOORE

RUSSELL

Clerk of Court

By: Naline S. Bahadur

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N. Orange Avenue

Room 350

Orlando, Florida 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 
THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 

IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA

CASE NO.:

2024-CC-020359-O

CARPRO LLC,

Plaintiff,

v.

PETER RISTICH and

WESTLAKE SERVICES,

LLC d/b/a WESTLAKE

FINANCIAL SERVICES,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To: PETER RISTICH
7347 Curry Ford Road
Orlando, FL 32822
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 

an action for breach of contract and 

to recover on bond has been filed 

against you and you are required 

to serve a copy of your written de-

fenses, if any, to it, on John A. Morey, 

Esq., of the Morey Law Firm, P.A., 

the Plaintiff’s attorney, whose ad-

dress is 250 N. Orange Ave., Suite 

1220, Orlando, FL 32801, on or be-

fore June 3, 2025, and file the origi-

nal with the clerk of this court either 

before service on the plaintiff’s attor-

ney or immediately thereafter; other-

wise a default will be entered against 

you for the relief demanded in the 

complaint or petition.

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350

Orlando, Florida 32801

Dated: April 14th, 2025

By: /s/ Lauren Scheidt

Deputy Clerk

April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

File No. 2025-CP-358

Division: Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF

KAY ADELE ACKER

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 

Kay Adele Acker, deceased, whose 

date of death was January 10, 2025, 

is pending in the Circuit Court for 

Orange County, Florida, Probate Di-

vision, the address of which is 425 

N. Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 32801. 

The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the per-

sonal representative’s attorney are 

set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate 

on whom a copy of this notice is re-

quired to be served must file their 

claims with this court ON OR BE-

FORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF 

SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-

TICE ON THEM.

The personal representative has no 

duty to discover whether any proper-

ty held at the time of the decedent’s 

death by the decedent or the dece-

dent’s surviving spouse is property 

to which the Florida Uniform Dispo-

sition of Community Property Rights 

at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, 

applies, or may apply, unless a writ-

ten demand is made by a creditor as 

specified under s. 732.2211, Florida 

Statutes. The written demand must 

be filed with the clerk.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN

FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 

733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 

BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 

ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 

YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is April 18, 2025.

Personal Representative:

K. Jerome Sanford

5916 N.W. 91st Blvd.

Gainesville, Florida 32653

Attorney for Personal

Representative:

/s/Marynelle Hardee, Esq.

Florida Bar Number:

937789

SALTER FEIBER, PA

3940 N.W. 16TH Blvd.,

Bldg. B

GAINESVILLE, FL 32605

Telephone: (352) 376-8201

Fax: (352) 416-0401

E-Mail: marynelleh@salterlaw.net

Secondary E-Mail:

jordang@salterlaw.net

April 18, 25, 2025
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-001025

IN RE: ESTATE OF

JOSEPH L. MOLINARO, JR.

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 

JOSEPH L. MOLINARO, JR., de-

ceased, whose date of death was 

August 25, 2024, is pending in the 

Circuit Court for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the ad-

dress of which is 425 North Orange 

Avenue, Room 335, Orlando, Flori-

da 32801. The names and address-

es of the personal representative 

and the personal representative’s 

attorney are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate 

on whom a copy of this notice is re-

quired to be served must file their 

claims with this court ON OR BE-

FORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 

OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 

NOTICE ON THEM.

The personal representative has 

no duty to discover whether any 

property held at the time of the de-

cedent’s death by the decedent or 

the decedent’s surviving spouse 

is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Communi-

ty Property Rights at Death Act as 

described in ss. 732.216-732.228, 

Florida Statutes, applies, or may 

apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified un-

der s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes. 

The written demand must be filed 

with the clerk.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 

IN FLORIDA STATUTES SEC-

TION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 

BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 

ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 

YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is April 25, 2025.

Personal Representative:

MARY LEE MOLINARO

3104 Harrison Avenue

Apartment C 21

Orlando, Florida 32804

Attorney for Personal

Representative:

DANIELLE WHITE,

ESQUIRE

Florida Bar Number:

1035906

Veliz Katz Law

630 North Wymore Road

Suite 330

Maitland, FL 32751

Telephone:

(407) 849-7072

Fax: (407) 849-7075

E-Mail:

velizkatz@velizkatzlaw.com 

Secondary E-Mail:

jearle@velizkatzlaw.com

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-001215-O

Division

IN RE: ESTATE OF

DALE B. CROFT,

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 

DALE B. CROFT, deceased, whose 

date of death was March 7, 2025; 

File Number 2025 CP-001215-O, is 

pending in the Circuit Court for Or-

ange County, Florida, Probate Divi-

sion, the address of which is 425 N. 

Orange Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801. 

The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the 

personal representative’s attorney 

are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate, 

on whom a copy of this notice is re-

quired to be served, must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN THE 

LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER 

THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLI-

CATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SER-

VICE OF A COPY OF THIS NO-

TICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 

IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE 

FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL 

BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 

CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 

MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 

DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is: April 25,

2025.

Signed on April 14 2025.

Laura Cristine Croft

Personal Representative

1932 Bel Air Avenue

Orlando, FL 32812

John L. Thomas, II

Attorney for Personal

Representative

Florida Bar No. 80836

611 N. Wymore Road,

Suite 105

Winter Park, FL 32789

Telephone: (407) 843-1290

Email: john@jlthomaslaw.

com

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-001084-O Divi-

sion 9

IN RE: ESTATE OF

SHIRLEY NATHANIEL

HARVEY

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
(SUMMARY 

ADMINISTRATION)

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 

CLAIMS OR DEMANDS AGAINST 

THE ABOVE ESTATE:

You are hereby notified that an Or-

der of Summary Administration has 

been entered in the estate of Shir-

ley Nathaniel Harvey, deceased, by 

the Circuit Court for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the ad-

dress of which is 425 N. Orange 

Avenue, Suite 335, Orlando, Flori-

da 32801; that the decedent’s date 

of death was November 11, 2024; 

that the total value of the estate is 

$900.00 and that the names and 

addresses of those to whom it has 

been assigned by such order

are:

Name Adress
Barbara Carby,

Trustee of the Shirley

N. Harvey Revocable

Living Trust Agreement,

dated May 3, 2017,

as amended

420 Roper Road, Unit 248 Winter 

Garden, FL 34787

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE 

NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the estate of the de-

cedent and persons having claims 

or demands against estate of the 

decedent other than those for 

whom provision for full payment 

was made in the Order of Summary 

Administration must file their claims 

with this court WITHIN THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORI-

DA STATUTES SECTION 733.702. 

ALL CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT 

SO FILED WILL BE FOREVER 

BARRED. NOTWITHSTANDING 

ANY OTHER APPLICABLE TIME 

PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO 

(2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is April 25, 2025.

Person Giving Notice:

BARBARA CARBY
420 Roper Road, Unit 248 

Winter Garden, FL 34787

Attorney for Person

Giving Notice:

RICHARD R. MATTHIAS
Florida Bar No.: 51092

Matthias & Matthias, PL

700 West Morse Blvd.

Suite 201

Winter Park, FL 32789

Telephone: (407) 691-3300

Primary E-mail:

rrmatthias@matthiaslaw.

com

Secondary E-mail:

dlorenz@matthiaslaw.com

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION 02

CASE NO.

2025-CP-000802-O

IN RE: ESTATE OF

SHIVANAND RAMPERSAD,

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The Florida administration of the 

estate of SHIVANAND RAMP-

ERSAD, deceased, whose date of 

death was December 9, 2024, is 

pending in the Circuit Court for Or-

ange County, Probate Division, the 

address of which is 425 N. Orange 

Ave., Room 355, Orlando, FL 32801. 

The name and address of the Per-

sonal Representative and the Per-

sonal Representative’s attorney are 

set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate 

on whom a copy of this notice is re-

quired to be served must file their 

claims with this court ON OR BE-

FORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 

OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 

NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 

IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE 

FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL 

BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 

ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 

YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE 

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is April 18,

2025.

Personal Representative:

CHARMAINE P.

HARRYPERSAD

P.O. Box 770670

Winter Garden,

Florida 34777

Attorney for

Personal Representative:

KATHRYN C. PYLES

Florida Bar No. 1002555

The Pyles Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 770670

Winter Garden,

Florida 34777

Telephone: (407) 298-7077

E-Mail: kathrynpyles@

pyleslaw. com

Facsimile: (407) 264-6224

April 18, 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-1169

IN RE: ESTATE OF

PATRICIA DUNN LITTLE,

AKA PATRICIA D. LITTLE,

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate 

of PATRICIA DUNN LITTLE AKA 

PATRICIA D. LITTLE, deceased, 

whose date of death was Septem-

ber 16, 2024, is pending in the Cir-

cuit Court for Orange County, Flor-

ida, Probate Division, the address 

of which is 425 N. Orange Avenue, 

Orlando, Florida 32801. The names 

and addresses of the personal rep-

resentative and the personal rep-

resentative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate, 

on whom a copy of this notice is re-

quired to be served, must file their 

claims with this court ON OR BE-

FORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE 

OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 

NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 

WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-

TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 

THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 

IN FLORIDA STATUTES SEC-

TION 733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 

BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 

CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 

MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 

DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this 

notice is: April 25, 2025.

Signed on this 18th day of April, 

2025.

ALBERT M. LITTLE, III

Personal Representative

308 Forest Avenue

Altamonte Springs, FL

32701

AMY R. STEINER,

ESQUIRE

Florida Bar No. 10875

Email:

ARS@AttorneySteiner.com

LAWRENCE R. STEINER, 

ESQUIRE

Florida Bar No. 202738

Email:

LRS@AttorneySteiner.com

STEINER & STEINER, P.A.

797 Douglas Avenue

Altamonte Springs,

Florida 32714

Telephone: (407) 774-7500

Facsimile: (407) 774-6422

Attorneys for Personal

Representative

April 25, May 2, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-000438

Division Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF

SAUNDRA MILLS

TRULOVE

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of 

SAUNDRA MILLS TRULOVE, de-

ceased, whose date of death was 

December 12, 2024, File Number 

2025-CP-000438, is pending in the 

Circuit Court for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the ad-

dress of which is 425 North Orange 

Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801. The 

names and addresses of the per-

sonal representative and the per-

sonal representative’s attorney are 

set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or de-

mands against decedent’s estate, 

including unmatured, contingent 

or unliquidated claims, on whom a 

copy of this notice is served must 

file their claims with this court ON 

OR BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 

MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF 

THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 

THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AF-

TER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON 

THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent 

and other persons having claims or 

demands against decedent’s estate, 

including unmatured, contingent or 

unliquidated claims, must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 

MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF 

THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 

THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED 

WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET 

FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 OF 

THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE 

WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 

PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, 

ANY CLAIM FILED TWO (2) 

YEARS POR MORE AFTER THE 

DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The personal representative or 

curator has no duty to discovery 

whether any property held at the 

time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviv-

ing spouse is property to which the 

Florida Community Property Rights 

at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228 applies, or may 

apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor or a beneficiary 

as specified under s. 732.2211.

Personal Representative:

Laura Markman

727 Oak Street

Orlando, FL 32804

Attorney for Personal

Representative

Timothy C. Wilson, Esquire

Florida Bar No. 0935344 Timothy C. 

Wilson, Esquire Glicken & Wilson 

Law Firm 1803 Edgewater Drive

Orlando, Fl 32804

Telephone: (407) 325-7924

The date of first publication of this 

Notice is April 18, 2025.

April 18, 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NUMBER:

2025-CA-003214-O

DIVISION NUMBER: 37

IN RE: FORFEITURE OF

$11,505.00 IN U.S.

CURRENCY

NOTICE OF FORFEITURE 
COMPLAINT
TO: ANGEL A.

RODRIGUEZ

2065 GREAT FALLS WAY

ORLANDO, FL 32824

and all others who claim an inter-

est in $11,505.00 in U.S. Currency, 

which was seized on or about the 

26th day of February, 2025, at or 

near 2065 Great Falls Way, Orange 

County, Florida. Said property is in 

the custody of the Sheriff of Orange 

County. A Complaint for forfeiture 

has been filed in the above-styled 

Court.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this No-

tice is being served pursuant to the 

notice provisions of Florida Statutes 

932.701-707, this 14th day of April, 

2025.

/s/ Dezirée T. Elliott

Dezirée T. Elliott, Esq.

Assistant General Counsel Florida 

Bar No.: 92739

Orange County

Sheriff’s Office

Legal Services

P.O. Box 1440

Orlando, FL 32802

(407) 254-7170

Deziree.Elliott@ocsofl.com

April 18, 25, 2025

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2024-CC-023085

DIVISION: 74

DAICIA RUSSELL, an individual, 

and DAVE HENRY, an individual,

Plaintiffs,

V.

BEN MCCOY CONSULTING LLC, 

a Florida limited liability company, 

and BENJAMIN D. MCCOY, an in-

dividual,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: BENJAMIN D. MCCOY
1830 BRYAN AVENUE
WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 32789
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 

an action has been filed against 

you and you are required to serve 

a copy of your written defenses, if 

any, to it on, John R. Samaan, Es-

quire of John R. Samaan, P.A., the 

plaintiffs’ attorney, whose address 

is 1600 E. Robinson Street, Suite 

100, Orlando, Florida 32803, on or 

before 30 days from the first date of 

publication, 2025, and file the origi-

nal with the clerk of the this court 

either before service on the plain-

tiffs’ attorney or immediately there-

after; otherwise a default will be en-

tered against you for the relief de-

manded in the complaint.

DATED on this 20th day of March 

2025.

Tiffany M. Russell

Clerk of the Circuit Court

BY: /s/ Lauren Scheidt

As Deputy Clerk

April 4, 11, 18, 25, 2025

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW 

PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 865.09 

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the undersigned, desiring to engage 

in business under the Fictitious 

Name of Be Well & Co. Financial 

Consulting, with a mailing address 

of 1317 Edgewater Dr #6378, Or-

lando, FL 32804 and a principal of-

fice located in Orange County, in-

tends to register the said name with 

the Florida Dept. of State, Division 

of Corporations, Tallahassee, Flori-

da. Owner: BE WELL & HEAL LLC.

April 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.

2024-CA-009982-O

U.S. BANK NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION, not in its individu-

al capacity but as trustee for NRZ 

Pass- Through Trust XVI-B,

Plaintiff,

v.

GGG INTERNATIONAL

LLC, a Florida limited

liability company,

Defendant.

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-

suant to the Summary Final Judg-

ment of Foreclosure entered on 

April 9, 2025, in Case No. 2024-CA-

009982-O, in the Circuit Court of 

the Ninth Judicial Circuit in and for 

Orange County, Florida, that the 

clerk of this court will sell to the 

highest and best bidder for cash 

on-line at 

https://www.myorangeclerk.realfore-

close.com on June 3, 2025, at the 

hour of 11:00 A.M., in accordance 

with Chapter 45, Florida Statutes, 

the real property, improvements, fix-

tures, and personal property being 

located in Orange County, Florida, 

and being more particularly de-

scribed as:

Lot 13, Block D, HIAWASSA HIGH-

LANDS THIRD ADDITION UNIT 

ONE, according to the map or plat 

thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 4, 

Page(s) 5, of the Public Records of 

Orange County, Florida.

Any person claiming an interest in 

the surplus from the sale, if any, 

other than the

property owner as of the date of the 

lis pendens must file a claim before 

the clerk reports the surplus as un-

claimed.

Dated at Orange County, Florida, 

this 11th day of April, 2025.

/s/ David E. Peterson
David E. Peterson
Florida Bar No. 0373230

Lauren E. Beames
Florida Bar No. 1040341

Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor 

& Reed, P.A.

215 North Eola Drive

Orlando, Florida 32801

Telephone: 407-843-4600

Facsimile: 407-843-4444

david.peterson@

lowndes-law.com

lauren.beames@

lowndes-law.com

anne.fisher@

lowndes-law.com

litcontrol@lowndes-law.com Attor-

neys for Plaintiff

NOTICE PURSUANT TO

AMERICAN WITH

DISABILITIES ACT OF

1990

Under the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act, persons with disabilities 

who require special accommoda-

tions are entitled to certain assis-

tance.

•If you are a party to a court pro-

ceeding and have a visual disability 

that requires court documents be 

made available in a specific format, 

email the Clerk of Courts’ ADA Co-

ordinator or call (407) 836-2215.

•If you are required to participate in 

a court proceeding and need spe-

cial assistance, please contact the 

Ninth Circuit Court Administration 

ADA Coordinator at the address 

or phone number below at least 7 

days before your scheduled court 

appearance or immediately upon 

receiving an official notification if the 

time before the scheduled appear-

ance is less than 7 days. If you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Ninth Circuit Court Administration 

ADA Coordinator

Orange County Courthouse

425 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 510,

Orlando, Florida, 32801

(407) 836-2303

April 18, 25, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that North-

west Orlando Storage at 5330 N 

Pine Hills Rd Orlando, Fl 32808 will 

sell the contents of the units listed 

below at a public auction to satisfy 

a landlord’s lien (pursuant to Chap-

ter 83 of the Florida Statutes). The 

sales will be held online at Storag-

eTreasures.com on 05/19/2025 at 

approx. 9:00 am. Contents will be 

sold for cash only to the highest bid-

der; subject to add’l terms noted on 

the website. The property to be sold 

is described as “general household 

items” unless otherwise noted.

#C056 – Ascania Dumitru/

Ascanio Dumitru – :

#D008–Roland Johnson,

#E057–Anthony D Green,

#1033-Melissa Rodriguez…

April 18, 25, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE 

FOLLOWING TENANTS WILL BE 

SOLD FOR CASH TO SATISFY 

RENTAL LIENS IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, SELF 

STORAGE FACILITY ACT, SEC-

TIONS 83.806 AND 83.807. CON-

TENTS MAY INCLUDE KITCHEN, 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, BEDDING, 

TOYS, GAMES, BOXES, BAR-

RELS, PACKED CARTONS, FUR-

NITURE, TRUCKS, CARS, ETC. 

THERE IS NO TITLE FOR VEHI-

CLES SOLD AT LIEN SALE. VE-

HICLES SOLD “AS IS” AND FOR 

PARTS ONLY. OWNERS RESERVE 

THE RIGHT TO BID ON UNITS. 

LIEN SALE TO BE HELD ONLINE 

ENDING TUESDAY May 6, 2025 

AT TIMES INDICATED BELOW. 

VIEWING AND BIDDING WILL 

ONLY BE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

www.storagetreasures.com BE-

GINNING 5 DAYS PRIOR TO THE 

SCHEDULED SALE DATE AND 

TIME! ALSO VISIT www.personal 

ministorage.com/orlando-fl-storage-

units/ FOR MORE INFO.

PERSONAL MINI STORAGE 
APOPKA - 1365 E SEMORAN 
BLVD., APOPKA, FL 32703 - AT 
10:30 AM : UNITS: #311 Marie 
Mesidor; #420 Robert Ramsey; 
#602 Charles Burgis; #603 Jo-
vanie AViles Ortiz; #611 Edwin 
Herrera; #1029 Kendra Moore
April 18, 25, 2025

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:

2023-CA-015668-O

ALTA CONSTRUCTION

EQUIPMENT FLORIDA,

LLC., a foreign limited

liability company,

Plaintiff,

vs.

KING DREAM HOMES,

LLC, a Florida limited

liability company and

ADEILSON REIS,

individually,

Defendant 

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that 

I, JOHN W. MINA, as Sheriff of Or-

ange County, Florida, under and 

by virtue of a Judgment and Writ of 

Execution, therein issued out of the 

above entitled Court in the above 

styled cause, dated the 12th day of 

August, 2024, and have levied upon 

the following described real prop-

erty, situated, lying and being in Or-

ange County, Florida, to-wit:

Any and all of the right, title and in-

terest of KINGS DREAM HOMES, 

LLC , in and to the following de-

scribed real property, to-wit:

Lot 9, Block 1, Cape Orlando Es-

tates Unit 31A, according to the 

Plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 

3, Page(s) 110 and 111, of the Pub-

lic Records of Orange County, 

Florida; with a physical address of 

Cartwright Court, Orlando, Flor-

ida 32833. SUBJECT TO ALL 
TAXES, JUDGMENTS, LIENS OF 
RECORD OR OTHER ENCUM-
BRANCES. PURCHASER TO PAY 
FOR DEED.
as the property of the above named 

defendant, of KINGS DREAM 

HOMES, LLC, and that on the 14th 

day of May 2025, beginning at ten 

thirty o’clock in the forenoon or 

soon there-after on said day at Civil 
Process Unit, 425 North Orange 
Avenue, Room 240, Orlando, 
Florida 32801, in Orange Coun-

ty, Florida. I will offer for sale and 

sell to the highest bidder at hand 

for cash on demand the above de-

scribed property of said defendant, 

to satisfy said Judgment and Writ of 

Execution. Prospective bidders may 

register the day of the sale between 

the hours 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

at Civil Process Unit, 425 North Or-

ange Avenue, Room 240, Orlando, 

Florida 32801.

In accordance with the Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act, persons 

needing a special accommoda-

tion to participate in this proceed-

ing should contact Eric Nieves, Civil 

Process Sales Coordinator not later 

than seven days prior to the pro-

ceeding at Orange County Sheriff’s 

Office, at the address given on no-

tice. Telephone: (407)836-4570; If 

hearing impaired 1-800-955-8771 

(TDD) or Voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, 

via Florida Relay Service.

JOHN W. MINA, as Sheriff

Orange County , Florida

BY: Sgt. Norberto Gonzalez

As Deputy Sheriff

April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 2025
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3511 Fox Lake Dr.,  Apop-
ka  32712. 4 bed/2 bath, 1.3 
acres. Barbera  DeLoach, 
Rawls Realty 321-229-
5968

B 0425-0516 DEL 133
____________________________________________

136. MOBILE HOMES / RV’S 
FOR SALE

DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE 
home, needs extensive 
repairs. Buyer must move 
trailer. 407-886-0471

CK 0404-0425 DEM 136 
___________________________

3 bed/2 bath 1400 sq. ft., 
Valencia Estate 55+, remod-
eled floors, close to bus line. 
$65,000 or best offer. 407-
808-4499

  CC 0411-0502 KEL 136 ____________________________

 140. HOMES / 
DUPLEXES FOR RENT

SINGLE FAMILY 2BD/1.5BA 
1122 E. Hancock dr.,  Del-
tona 32725. Available im-
mediately  Barbara DeLoach 
Rawls Realty. 321-229-5968

B 0425-0516 DEL 140

_____________________

The Apopka Chief, April 25, 2025, Page 8B

Call: 407-886-2777
or email us: classifieds@

theapopkachief.com

Call 407-886-2777
or email us:
classifieds@

theapopkachief.com
to place your ad

30. Employment - Publisher’s Notice
     Federal and State laws prohibit advertis-
ing expressing a discriminatory preference on 
the basis of race, age, sex, color, national ori-
gin, religion, handicap or marital status. The 
Apopka Chief & The Planter will not knowingly 
accept advertisement for employment which 
is in violation of the law. Employment Adver-
tising - Standards of Acceptance 
     Employment Classifi cations are intended 
to announce bona fi de employment offers 
only. Employment advertising must disclose 
the specifi c nature of the work being offered 
Some employment categories may charge 
fees. If any advertiser does not comply with 
these standards, please notify a Classifi ed 
Sales representative at 407-886-2777.

CLASSIFIEDS Call 407-886-2777
Fax 407-889-4121

21. HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION

HEALTH CARE FOR 
entire family: Pediat-
rics, Family, Internal, OB/
GYN, Dental and Phar-
macy. www.chcfl.org. 
Centers throughout Cen-
tral Florida. 225 E 7th 
Street, Apopka. 407-905-
8827.

JT 0404-0425 TFN COM 21 
___________________________ 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: MONDAY 5 P.M.
classifieds@theapopkachief.com

32. HELP WANTED

LAWN MAINTENANCE help 
needed. Must have experi-
ence. Must be ready to work. 
407-880-8048

CC 0328-0425 TAY 32

_____________________

52. PETS
15 month old AKC fe-
male boxer,up to date on 
shots. $500. 407-312-
5439. 

CC 0411-0502 YEA 52
____________________________________________

61. APPLIANCES, 
LARGE

IN HOME SERVICE on 
washer, dryers, stoves, 
refrigerators installed. $50 
off service calls ith installa-
tion. All help vaccinated for 
virus. Be safe!  Free haul 
away (No matter where 
you bought new one.) 
Used appliances available. 
Service call $39.99 with 
repairs. 407-886-2255, 
407-497-7458.

 CC 0425-0516 APO 6] ____________________________

69. SPORTING 
GOODS

Golf cart repairs all 
makes & models. I come 
to you. 321-356-5669     

CC 0328-0418 HON 69
____________________________________________

70. MERCHANDISE-MISC.

TRAILER PARTS for sale. 
Largest stocking dealer 
in NW Orange County 
(Apopka). 407-293-5788. 
www.surplus-steel.com.

B 0404-0425 SUR 70 
____________________________________________

Chain link dog pen, 10ft. 
long, 5.9ft wide, 6ft high, front 
gate. $50. You must transport.  
Dog house approx. 4ft long 3ft 
wide 3ft high, free. 407-886-
0127 leave a message with 
name & number.

CC 0418-0509 THO 70  
____________________________________________

81. AUTOS FOR SALE

USED CARS. NEW cars. 
Low upfront pricing. No 
dealer fees. 407-972-
1678. Mullinaxfordfl.com

JT  0418-0509 MUL 81
____________________________________________

1983 BMW 320I 1978 
Datson Z,  917-561-8308

  0404-0425 BER 81
___________________________________________

2016 Hundai Sonata 
2020 engine $5,775 ne-
gotiable. 1986 Mercedes 
Benz, $7,000 negotiable. 
Both good running condi-
tion. 321-318-3102

CC 0425-0502 STE 81
___________________________________________

84. RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLES FOR RENT

Travel Trailer with  en-
closed awning, a/c up-
stairs, downstairs, appli-
ances. $1,200 monthly, 
need first/last, $500 dam-
age/deposit, references 
checked. $40 non-refund-
able background check. 
407-341-9847

CC 0411-0425 MOR 84
___________________________________________

89. TRAILERS FOR

TRAILER NO LONGER 
NEEDED? Call 407-886-
2777 to place the adver-
tisement here. Ask about 
our 3/4 special.

 0 0425-0516 OFC 89
____________________________________________

114. PROFESSIONAL
Registered Nurse seeking 
employment. Adult day & 
wound care available. 
All my Sons home remodel-
ing & construction clean-up. 
Tree removal. 352-910-6527 
or 407-715-9010 

  CC 0411-0502 JAM114 ___________________________ 

130. REAL ESTATE

131. VACANT LAND

5 Acre plot, 541 E. Osceola 
Rd., $300k “no realtors” 
fiancing available. Leave 
message 407-682-7898   

CC 0411-0425 IRV 131 
___________________________  

133. HOMES FOR 
SALE

 
BUYING, SELLING, rent-
als or property manage-
ment. We’re your friend 
in the business. Rogers & 
Rogers Realty. 407-880-
8888.

CC 0418-0509 ROG 133
____________________________________________

141. MOBILE HOME 
OR LOT FOR RENT

Small 

1 single Apopka
Senior Only

407-947-3065

Mobile Home

Private Lot

for RENT

142. ROOMS FOR 
RENT

 
SWEENEY’S  ROOMS 
Cleanest. Quietest. WIFI, 
Internet. Multiple locations. 
Call Dwayne 321-271-6773. 
sweeneysrooms4rent.com 

CC 0411-0502 JAC 142
____________________________________________

WE RENT ROOMS! Fur-
nished. Everything  included. 
Use of washer/dryer, kitchen. 
Outside smoking area! Must 
have stable income. $250 
weekly. Absolutely no drugs! 
Couples welcome. 407-952-
5119. 

CC 0418-0509 HUR 142 
____________________________________________ 

All real estate herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.

66. YARD SALES

Room for rent  $900 month-
ly, utilities  included. $500 
deposit.
26 ft. utility trailer $300 de-
posit 150 week.
Car for sale. 352-910-6527

  CC 0411-0502 JAM 142 ____________________________

Room-mate wanted, fur-
nished room, $615 monthly. 
One car covered parking. 
Non-smoker. Apopka/Mt. 
Dora line 407-747-4410

B 0418-0509 MAR 142  
____________________________________________

Share 3bed/3bath home w/
couple All amenities in Apop-
ka Errol Estate gatedcommu-
nity.$800/mo., $200/dep.Non 
smoker, employed, with own 
T.V. and savings account. Call 
Tony 407-919-9785

CC 0425-0516 PAS 142 
____________________________________________ 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
TAX SERVICES

APOPKA
APPLIANCE

USED APPLIANCES
WE SERVICE REFRIGERATORS
407-886-2255
407-497-7458

Refrigerators • Washers • Dryers

936 S. Orange Blossom Trail

WOW
Service Call with 
completed repair

- Hand Wash and Wax
- Carnauba and Ceramic Wax Applications

- Paint Decontamination
& Correction

- Tires, Wheels & Windows
- Bug and Tar Removal

- Interior Cleaning
- Leather Care and Treatment

- Carpet Vacuuming and Cleaning

407-435-5159
Jorge Pinto

BEST OF SHOW
Auto Detailing

AUTO DETAILING AUTO REPAIR

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & 
Total Car Care Company

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

• Transmission 
• Clutches
• CV Axles 
• Foreign 

• Domestic
• Check Engine 
& Dashboard 

Warning Lights

A T W
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

• Bobcat • Loader • Backhoe • 
Dumpster Services
• BUSHHOGGING
• Grading • Fill Dirt

• DRIVEWAYS (RECYCLED ASPHALT)
Clay • Concrete

• TRASH REMOVAL

• DEMOLITION
•LANDCLEARING

407-889-0018
“WE DO IT ALL OUTDOORS”

SINCE 1987 

WRIGHT'S
DEMOLITION

AA Same Day 
GARAGE 
DOOR SERVICE

We specialize in Commercial 
& Residential Service

Sales • Repair • Install
We repair

• Springs 
• Cables
• Rollers
& much more...

GREAT 
Prices on 

Garage Door 
Openers

407-780-1691

GARAGE DOOR GAS

P:  407 .656 .2734
F:  407 .877 .3893
www.LANGD.org

I N S U R A N C E

SergioFonseca91@gmail.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd.,
Suite 184 Apopka 32703

H E A LT H
M E D I C A R E

C R E M AT I O N

“Your Local Florida Blue Agency”

C o m p a s s
 H e a l t h

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE

O 407-951-8013
C 904-310-5777

Se Habla Espanol

IRRIGATION

Lic: IRR#11020702 • Insured 
407-347-7900

SPRINKLER
REPAIR
• Install Timers

and/or rain sensors
• Fix broken pipes

• Replace Sprinkler Heads
• Locate/replace valves

• Adjust sprinkler coverage

Environmental
Irrigation Services, LLC

Free Estimates

LANDSCAPING

Free Estimate
407-310-1003

AROUND 2 IT 
SERVICES,INC.

✓ Landscape
    Service / Irrigation
✓ Bushhog Service
✓ Loader Service & Rental
✓ Dump Trailer
    Service & Rental

MEDICAL

Helping Employers and Employees Get 
Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: 
info@workplacescreening.com

LABORATORY 
TESTING

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     
✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold
TB Test

NON-PROFIT

VFW Post 10147
Apopka /Altamonte Springs
519 S.  Central Ave Apopka

Smoke-Free Environment
Fellowship and 

Assistance  
Coffee and Doughnuts

WED/SAT 8:00- 10:00 AM
Monthly Breakfast: Public Welcome

 3rd Saturday  8:00- 10:00 AM  
407 889 8266

for  assistance and questions
Information and Events:

www.facebook.com/VfwPost10147/
www.vfwpost10147.org/

NOTARY & TAX SERVICE

• Accurate
• Affordable

• Fast.

 Contact: Donnette Smith 
Mobile: (407) 900-7040

Reliable Notary & 
Tax Services

 Your trusted partner 
for all needs.

$$$ Save Money vs. Replacement On:
Flat Roofs • Metal Roofs • Mobile Homes • Tile Roofs

• Rubber Roofs • Asphalt Roofs

Superior Durability & Energy Efficient 
Senior I Military Discounts
Residential • Commercial

407-455-2636

ROOF RESTORATION & COATINGS
ALLEGIANCE

15-Year Warranty

ROOFING         RESTORATION

PAINTING

RAYS 
PRECISION 
PAINTING

Quality and Precision 
you can trust

• Residential & Commercial 
Painting & Repair

• Move-In Move-Out Specials
• Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL TODAY!
321-277-0409

RaysPrecisionPainting@gmail.com

PRESSURE WASHING

Dirty house 
or  driveway?

407-953-8367

WASHING:
House, Fence, Tile Roof

CLEANING:
Gutter, driveway, sidewalk, 

pool/screen enclosure
VETERAN OWNED

OMAR
Reasonable. 

Reliable. References.

SCREEN REPAIR

(386) 479 - 4277

John McNeal
Owner/Operator

qualityscreensllc @ gmail.com
www.qualityscreens.net

“Quality Screens for your 
every screen need!”

•Pool Enclosures,
  Porches
•Window Screens

•Pressure Washing
•Licensed and Insured
•Free Estimates

Quality Screens, LLC

Rescreen & Repair of:

Facilitating All of 
Your FLORIDA 
Real Estate Needs

C: 407-234-3916
O: 407-822-0509

islandrealtors@aservantofgod.net
2428 W. Orange Blossom Trl.

Apopka, Fl 32712

ISLAND 
REALTORS 

Inc.
Michael Harrison

Lic. Real Estate Broker

REAL ESTATE ROOFING

Roof replacement and
 ALL types of roof repairs

352•669•1857

No Repair Too Big 
or Too Small!

License #CCC1325714

TREE SERVICE

James Maltby Owner
Licensed & Insured

All Your 
Outdoor 
Needs!

•Irrigation 
•Tree Removal 

•Tree Trimming 
• Grapple Truck Service

•Landscape Maintenance &
Installation 

321-689-5866

ROOFING

40+ Years 
Experience

CCC1333038

Reroofs & 
Repairs

407-295-4944

Private 
Investigative

Services

Mobile Notary
Service

407-814-1895
HollisKendallAgency.com

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION

Tony’s Lawn
Service

• Trimming
• Weeding
• Mowing
• Raking
• Trash

321~228~3015

Weekly - Monthly
your choice

LAWNSCAPING

Amigo 
Lawn Care

LANDSCAPING

Call 407-497-3415

Specializing in
Residential Cuts

 Edging
Blowing

Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES

1. Business Opportuni-
ties
Get ahead financially.  Work 
from home.  Visit: www.cash-
coach-paul.com

2. Home Improvement/
Service 
Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home war-
ranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. We 
stand by our service and if we 
can’t fi x it, we’ll replace it!  Pick 
the plan that fi ts your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

3. Home Improvement/
Service
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 

your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

4.   Home Improvement/
Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME from 
pests safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders and other 
pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. 
Call for a quote or inspection 
today 1-877-644-9799 Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling!

5. Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS.  Your donation helps 
fund the search for missing 
children.  Accepting Cars, 
Trucks and Vans.  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not - Tax 
Donation – Call 888-815-4341

6. Home Improvement/

Service
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands be-
hind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  
Call 1-888-967-1158
Have zip code of property 
ready when calling! 

7. Medical
AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 866-472-
8591.

8. Home Improvement/
Service
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  

Call: 1-855-315-1952

9. Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex,  Brei t l ing,  Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote:  1-888-
280-1115
10. Wanted to Buy
We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-866-
307-5421

April 14, 2025

FLORIDA - 
STATEWIDE

142. ROOMS FOR 
RENT

ADVERTISE YOUR
Weekend Sales
#66 “CLIP ‘n SAVE” 

0424-0427

133. HOMES FOR 
SALE

66. YARD SALES


