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City Council reviews
charter, ponders changing
form of government

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City
Council reviewed the city
charter in regard to its cur-
rent mandate of the strong-
mayor form of government
and the benefits of chang-
ing that to the proposed
council-manager form.

The public meeting
took place on Wednesday,

January 10, in the council
chamber of City Hall. Pub-
lic comment was part of the
meeting, and no action was
due to be taken at the meet-
ing.

Section by section,
city attorney CIliff Shepa-
rd walked the City Council
through the charter, which
outlines how the Apop-
ka government is struc-
tured. He clarified that he

is there to guide the City
Council in discussing the
charter.

“Just because I have
said that I have nothing to
discuss or no recommend-
ed changes (in a charter ar-
ticle), that doesn’t mean
you don’t or may not have
something. You certainly

See CHARTER Page 3A

15th annual MLK Parade
sees more church entrants

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

With this year’s theme
being “Remembering the
Dreamer!” the 15th annual
Apopka Martin Luther King
Jr. Parade will feature more
entrants from churches and
bring back the post-parade
program honoring Dr. King
after years of cancellation
due to COVID.

Organized by the South
Apopka Ministerial Alli-
ance (SAMA), the parade
will take place on Mon-
day, January 15, starting
at 2 p.m., beginning at the
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building located
at 519 S. Central Avenue,
go eastward, then south-
ward on Marvin C. Zanders

Monique Morris
... MLK Parade chair

Avenue, and westward on
13th Street to the John H.
Bridges Community Center.

Like the  Apopka
Christmas Parade that the
Foliage Sertoma Club or-
ganizes yearly, the Dr. King

Parade is open to every-
body and is not about race,
said parade chair Monique
Morris.

“It’s not a black-and-
white thing,” she said. “This
is for everybody, for all to
come together in unity.”

Expecting up to 100 en-
trants this year, the increase
of those from churches re-
flects the vision of SAMA
President Rev. Richard
King, of the St. James AME
Church, Morris said.

“We’re trying to go
back to the foundation,
which are the churches,”
she said.

The judged parade will
feature appearances and
entrants by school bands,

See MLK Page 9A

Subscribe
online
today for
52 editions

a year!

$30 in
Orange
County

($35 out of county)
Price Includes E-Edition

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Alonzo Williams Jr.,
who made history as the
first African-American
Apopka city commission-
er, died on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 9, in Albany, Georgia.
He was 85.

In 1970, Williams was
elected Apopka city com-
missioner in City Council
Seat 1 and served 24 years
uninterrupted in this po-
sition until his retirement
in 1994. During his time
as commissioner, he also
served as a member of the
Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District Board.

Williams’ younger
brother, Dr. Robert Wil-
liams, said in an interview
that what he would like
Williams to be remem-
bered for are “his leader-
ship qualities and for being

See WILLIAMS Page 12A

Alonzo Williams Jr., first Black
city commisioner, dies at 85

Alonzo Williams Jr., who made history as the first Af-
rican-American Apopka city commissioner, died on
Tuesday, January 9, in Albany, Georgia. He was 85.
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Tucker drops out of Seat 3 race

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Ryan  Tucker an-
nounced this week that he
is withdrawing from the
Apopka City Council Seat
3 race.

In his Tuesday, Jan-
uary 9, statement on his
Facebook campaign page,
Tucker said that “upcom-
ing changes in my career,
a healthy work/life balance

and a strong desire to pour
into our local church at a
greater rate all led to this
decision.”

The following is Tuck-
er’s Facebook statement in
full:

“Good Morning Apop-
ka!

“After much thought,
prayer and conversation,
my family and I have made

See TUCKER Page 5A

Tucker

City will break ground for permanent Fire Station 6
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In this file photo, the city and its partners cut the ribbon on the Harmon Road extension in August
2023. Harmon Road will also be the site of the Friday, January 12, groundbreaking for the perma-

nent Fire Station 6.

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city of Apopka will hold
a groundbreaking ceremony for
Fire Station 6 on Friday, January
12, at 3 p.m. on the northeast cor-
ner of Ocoee-Apopka Road and
Harmon Road in Apopka.

Access to the site will be
made available as well as an on-
site  designated parking area.
There will be signage directing
everyone the day of the event.

On Wednesday, January 3, the
Apopka City Council approved

Management a construction man-
ager at risk (CMAR) contract for

Fire Station 6 with the guaranteed

and

5-0 to award Miller Construction

2023 brings city beautification, endless politics

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Note: This is the second of
a four-part series reviewing
the news in Apopka in 2023
as written in the pages of
The Apopka Chief. This
week covers April, May and
June.

April

In two separate votes,
the Apopka City Council
showed no confidence for
Sean Wylam as fire chief
and to recommend termina-
tion of Michael Rodriguez
as city attorney ...The 61st
annual Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival will dominate
the last weekend of April at

Kit Land Nelson Park ...
Miss Apopka Sarah Sarver
unveils her portrait at the
Wednesday, April 5, City
Council ... The commu-
nity dedicated a new mu-
ral highlighting Wekiwa
Springs flora and fauna as
part of the residents’ persis-
tent efforts to rescue Weki-
wa Springs from blight and
to beautify the area. ...

The city intends to up-
date its transportation im-
pact fees for several types
of upcoming developments
that, if the City Council ap-
proves a revised city ordi-
nance, would go into effect
this summer. ... In spite of
the 3-2 no confidence vote
the City Council took last

week, Mayor Bryan Nel-
son said he will not take
action himself to terminate
Sean Wylam as fire chief.
... The Development Re-
view Committee (DRC)
reviewed the first submit-
tal of a major development
plan for a 144-bed behav-
ioral hospital ... A current
University of Central Flor-
ida (UCF) student will rep-
resent Apopka in the Miss
Florida USA competition
next month in Miami.

The Apopka City
Council voted 4-1 to get
a declaratory judgment
on City Attorney Michael
Rodriguez ... The Apop-
ka Planning Commission
voted unanimously, 4-0,

to recommend approval
of the major development
plan for the casual restau-
rant and sports bar, Miller’s
Ale House, which was pro-
posed as part of the Apopka
City Center.

A petition was initiat-
ed to recall Bryan Nelson
as mayor on the grounds of,
among the reasons, refusing
to hold anyone accountable
for the death of a firefight-
er. ... As the city continues
to upgrade its cemetery that
so far included driveway
repaving and fence installa-
tion, the city is also consid-
ering hiking up its costs for
plot spaces and columbari-
um use. ... A woman who
moved to Apopka recent-

ly was sentenced this week
to more than three years in
federal prison by U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Kathryn Kim-
ball Mizelle. ... A 10-year-
old Apopka girl was shot,
but is expected to recover
from her injuries.

May

Apopka High School
alumnus Jalen Carter was
the ninth pick of the first
round of the 2023 NFL
draft on Thursday, April 27,
after playing college foot-
ball as a defensive line-
man for the Georgia Bull-
dogs for the past three
years. He was the first pick

See 2023 Page 9A

maximum price of $3,677,800

an added 10 percent contin-

gency for a total of $4,310,580.
“Basically, what a CMAR
does — construction manager at
risk — now that they set that price,
they cannot go above it. They’re
held within that. They assume
the risk, basically, make sure that
we’re within. We hope to come in
under budget, of course, but you
know, that’s, that’s the stuff we’re

See STATION Page 12A
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Apopka Event of the Week

VFW’ Post’10147, at 519 S. Central
Ave., will hold its fundraising break-
fast on Saturday, January 20, from
8-10 a.m. at a cost of $7 for a meal
consisting of scrambled eggs, sau-
szge links, pancakes, biscuits and
gravy, orange juice, coffee and water.

The Apopka Chief

January 12, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

LibertyUnderFire published
52 columns this year (2023)
exposing truths that the Deep
State* tried to censor.
Guest articles on stories
published to expose

censorship
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What truths broke through
censorship in 2023?

By Harold Pease, Ph, D.
Liberty Under Fire

That stories are breaking
through the Deep State “censorship
complex” show that patriots are
winning—and winning big. Liber-
tyUnderFire published 52 columns
this year exposing truths that the
Deep State* tried to censor. Fol-
lowing are 7 excepts from these,
space denies 45 others. Each para-
graph ends with the name and date
of each column. These are in pub-
lished order.

1. Until Elon Musk purchased
Twitter and stopped its censorship,
the Deep State thought it secure for
them, a place where government
(Department of Homeland Security
DHS, and FBI agents in particular),
Big Tech, Big Media, Big Pharma,
Democrats, and the Deep State,
could speak freely to co-conspira-
tors to overthrow the government
of the United States, more spe-
cifically its popularly serving and
elected president. They succeeded
in removing Donald J. Trump from
the White House —a Coup. Amer-
ica would never know and all fu-
ture elections could be rigged in
the same manner preserving Deep
State power. Twitter conversations
would never be revealed. This is
what the Twitter Files, from which
this column is taken, document
(Twitter File Tweets Confess Rig-
ging 2020 Election, Jan. 6, 2023).

2. The FBI “Orchestrated it. A
review of the Election Fraud Pro-
test of January 6,2021, in which
hundreds were arrested and 34 are
still held without trial two years lat-
er in what inmates call the DC Gu-
lag, must start with Ray Epps an
FBI agent. He texted his nephew,
“I WAS IN THE FRONT WITH A
FEW OTHERS.I ALSO ORCHES-
TRATED IT.” In fact, videos of him
encouraging the crowd to riot exist.
LibertyUnderFire.com covered his
orchestrating it with five other key
placed accomplices —none arrest-
ed. When Senator Ted Cruz asked
a Justice Department spokeswom-
an if Epps was a confidential hu-
man source working for the FBI she
said, “I can’t answer that question”
(J6, FBI “Orchestrated it,” Big
Tech Censored Half of it, Commit-
tee Sealed it, Jan. 13,2023).

3. Every American has to be
asking. “Outside humanitarian
concerns, why do we care about
Ukraine?” Biden provides little or
no money to stop the invasion on
our southern border but provides
Abram tanks and risks World War
IIT with Russia to protect Ukraine’s.
Citizens do not care, but the Deep
State does. WHY??? It is the Deep
States’ border. Ukraine is THEIR
COUNTRY since 2014 and Volody-
myr Zelensky coming into power
in 2019, their puppet. Their play-
ground where they have only their
rules limiting them and no Consti-
tution to stop gain-of-function re-
search, money laundering and etc.
as in America. (Why Risk War with
Russia to Protect Ukraine’s Bor-
der? Feb.17,2023).

4. According to Conservative
Treehouse in a recent breakthrough
article titled “The Parliamentary
Motive Behind the J6 Fedsurrec-
tion,” March 12,2023, Nancy Pelo-
si played the dominant role in stop-
ping the January 6,2021 Electoral
College count. The federal govern-
ment had motive in creating the J6
crisis which permitted her “to trig-
ger an emergency session and avoid
the 2020 election certification chal-
lenges,” thus seating Joe Biden
without thorough constitutional re-
view (How Pelosi Stopped the Jan.
6, Electoral College Count and In-
stalled Biden, March 24, 2023).

5. The Mother of All Bombs
(MOAB) was dropped on the
Biden’s and the nation May 9, and
10,2023, that if true, or even par-
tially true, should have resulted in
the immediate resignation of Joe
Biden as president. It came from
three places of the world: Ukraine,
China and Romania. On May 9,
the Ukrainian prosecutor, that Joe
Biden personally picked, thought
Joe Biden “corrupt enough that he
wanted to come to the US Attor-
ney and prove that. Biden’s own
guy turned him in.” As a result of
this whistleblower and other evi-
dence, James Comer and his Sen-
ate counterpart Chuck Grassley re-
leased a joint statement “claiming
the FBI has proof showing then —
Vice President Joe Biden commit-

See NEWS Page 4A
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Quality of place impacts all residents

I’m now reading Rich-
ard Florida’s book entitled,
The Rise of the Creative
Class. The author is a pro-
fessor at the University of
Toronto’s School of Cit-
ies and Rotman School of
Management. He is also a
distinguished visiting fel-
low at NYU Schack Insti-
tute of Real Estate.

Florida, in his seminal
work, defines the creative
class as a “diverse group
of engineers and manag-
ers, academics and musi-
cians, entrepreneurs and
designers, and program-
mers, unified by their en-
gagement in creative or re-
storative work.” I will not
focus on details of the cre-

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

ative class, but instead will
discuss the factors which
shape the “quality of place’
in our cities and suburbs
which are impacted by the
engagement of this creative
class.

So, how do we im-
prove the quality of our
corridors, cities, and sub-
urbs? How do we find cre-

>

ative people to participate
in the work?

Florida recommends
looking at “what is there
and who is there.” He
states the combination of
buildings and natural en-
vironment create a setting
primed for success. I re-
cently drove through an
unincorporated section of
Apopka to find dozens of
“no trespassing” signs. You
know what that means? The
residents are being inundat-
ed by the wrong element.
They need help in reclaim-
ing their neighborhood.

Florida also suggested
asking, “What’s going on

See MOORE Page 4A

Parents, students need one another

Happy New Year!

Anew year is always a
wonderful time full of pos-
sibility. I find myself look-
ing back and reflecting as
well as looking forward to
what lies ahead. Where can
the year take us? What can
be accomplished or im-
proved? What can I do to-
day to set us up for success
tomorrow? These are ques-
tions I try to answer both
personally and profession-
ally.

This week I thought I
would share some thoughts
I had about what we can
do today as parents to help
our children as students. So
here are four things you can
do in the new year to help
your child’s education in
the future.

Number one is to
read with your child.

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

This seems like a sim-
ple one, but believe it or
not, it’s a big one. We all
know how important read-
ing is when children are,
so I won’t belabor that one.
But as children grow, they
can easily become uninter-
ested in reading. Especially
in today’s world of instant
visual stimulation through
video, the act of sitting with
a book can be boring to ad-
olescents. We have to find
ways to excite them about

reading.

Even if you have a
teen, find a book you both
might be interested in and
read together, either aloud
or on your own, and discuss
it. A great way to build in-
terest is to find a book that
is also a movie they enjoy,
Read the book and then
watch the movie.

Maybe there is a par-
ticular topic that interests
your child. Find a book on
it and read it together. They
will enjoy learning more
and sharing their interest
with you.

Not everyone has to
love reading books, but be-
ing able to read critically is
a vital skill to success as an
adult. When children don’t
get enough practice read-

See BYRD Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

“If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we
die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we
belong to the Lord.” Romans 14:8

Be yourself,
warts and all.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, %
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Our nation is losing its identity because of countless illegal entrants

I'am in complete

ing, prodding, and assist-

agreement with what Jeff
Foxworthy stated, “If you
can get arrested for hunt-
ing or fishing without a li-
cense, but not for entering
and remaining in the coun-
try illegally, you might live
in a nation that was found-

4

o

ing these illegals to overrun
our borders to encourage a
“one world” government
domination. Organizations
such as Doctors Without
J'_ o Borders, the International
LS Red Cross, UNICEF, and
& a host of NGO’s (non-gov-

ed by geniuses but is run by
idiots.”

I watch the multitudes
of illegal aliens crossing
our southern border with-
out any vetting or identifi-
cation to establish the rea-
son for their invasion of
our beloved nation. The na-

Ike Hayden

tion of the United States of
America has always been
established by our borders,
and without them, we are
no longer a nation!

The United Nations
has been active in push-

ernmental organizations)
are involved with aiding,
and abetting these law-
breakers as they make their
way to the United States.
They provide maps show-
ing the best travel routes,
the place to catch trains,
buses, way stations where

they can take time out to
shower, sleep, do laundry
and even receive clothing
for their appearance on the
trek.

Have you noticed that
most of the illegals show
up with backpacks, can-
teens, are well- fed and
rested? It has been estab-
lished there are terrorists,
criminals, rapists, child
molesters, and many other
devious individuals that are
part of this movement. That
is not counting the “get-
aways,” those who ran and
were not caught. How are

we to deal with them?

Our Homeland Se-
curity is a joke, our DOJ
(Dept. of Justice) will lock
you up for protecting your-
self or your family with a
weapon. Many of our law
enforcement personnel are
made impotent by the woke
generation’s demands for a
“kinder” approach to deal-
ing with societal miscre-
ants.

I'love Florida’s sher-
iffs — the ones that advise
us to keep weapons, and
after we learn safety and
the proper use of such, to

use them to stop a killing or
any other life-threatening
situation involving family
and friends. It is time we
stand up for each other!
When asked why 1
carry a weapon, I have re-
sponded with, “a cop is too
heavy!” We have stretched
our first responders to the
max and then complain be-
cause we feel unprotect-
ed. We want more first re-
sponders, but when asked
for more money to be re-
ceived through taxes, we

See HAYDEN Page 4A



Charter:

Continued from page 1A

may. And if you do, you will
have your time to bring it to
my attention and then we’ll
have that discussion. When
I say ‘none’ (for a charter
article) it means that I have
seen no legal reason that
you all need to change it, or
I have never heard anybody
express some sort of a de-
sire to look at the potential
for changing the thing.”
“This is your char-
ter,” Shepard later told the
Council. “My goal is to
lead you through where I
know there might be prob-
lems and also know where

Its last review was in 2014

there has been interest ex-
pressed in looking at the is-
sue.”

Charter sections cov-
er form of government,
boundaries of the city lim-
it, how the City Council is
structured, salary of city
commissioners, the may-
or’s role, general powers of
the City Council, Council-
employee relationship, and
how City Council meetings
are conducted.

The city charter review
is nothing new in debating
Apopka’s form of govern-
ment; the last review took
placein 2014. Commis-
sioner Kyle Becker pointed

The Apopka Chief, January 12, 2024, Page 3A

out the benefits of having
a council-manager form of
government. They include
the city’s ability to hire a
skilled professional with
organizational skills as the
city manager, and that this
would be an individual who
leads with business princi-
ples and full understanding
of local, state, and federal
laws rather than politics.
“At the end of the
day, the mayor instructs
all of staff absent of us set-
ting budgets and policies,”
Becker said. “If we were
to go to a proposed form
of government where we
have a council-city man-

ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Call: 407-886-2777
Email: Ads@theapopkachief.com
or
Visit: www.TheApopkaChief.com

You’ll be glad you did!

ager, what that looks like
is, obviously the makeup of
the Council doesn’t change,
but we all become equal
partners in this policy-mak-
ing initiative. No one mem-
ber of the city council has
authority greater than the
other.”

Members of the pub-
lic commented on the city
charter, expressing the de-
sire to see the strong-may-
or form change, better lan-
guage clarity, that voters
should be given the oppor-
tunity to vote on any char-
ter changes.

MEMORY/
DEPRESSION
SCREENING

20+ YEARS OF 24/7 ON-CALL TE|EMEDICINE MOBILE
EXPERIENCE  PROVIDERS SERVICES CLINIC

R %W (5

HOUSE
CALLS

The city of Apopka
will hold a general elec-
tion on Tuesday, March
19, from 7 a.m.-7 p.m., at
assigned precincts, for two
council seats: Council Seat
3, currently held by Kyle
Becker, and Council Seat
4, currently held by Nick
Nesta.

Candidates  running
for Seat 3 are Nadia An-
derson and Darryl Rich-
ardson to replace Becker,
who announced late last

year that he won’t seek re-
election.

Candidates  running
for Seat 4 are incumbent
Nesta and Eric Mock,
challenger.

A debate between par-
ticipating candidates has
been scheduled for Tues-
day, January 16, from
6-7:30 p.m., at the Apopka
Community Center/VFW
Post 10147, 519 S. Central
Ave.

For ticket and regis-

Debate for 2 council seats is Tues.,

tration information for the
debate, visit sales@apop-
kachamber.org.,

If necessary, there
will be a runoff election at
a date yet to be determined
by the Orange County Su-
pervisor of Election. (OC-
SOE) Early voting will be
held at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW Post
10147, located at 519 S.
Central Ave. Voters may
also go to the OCSOE of-
fice, located at 119 W. Ka-

REWARDS EXERCISE LOCAL FREE EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY
PROGRAM CLASSES SEMINARS OUTREACH

VIRTUAL

EVENTS CLASSES

January 16

ley St., Orlando.

If you are not current-
ly a registered voter, the
registration books will be
open until Monday, Febru-
ary 20, at 5 p.m.

Please note that the
OCSOE office will be open
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., on Sat-
urday, Februaryl8, to al-
low people to come in and
register for the first time or
to make necessary changes
to their information prior
to the book close.

Make sure you are getting

ALL THE BENEFITS

you are entitled to!

Stop by the MetroHealth Medicare Educational
Access Center to review your care advantages.

@ADAcCEss

Florida
Medicare Educational
Access Center

Tirsa Sutton

Access Representative ( 32 1 ) 2 48 - 3 5 44

Si Habla Espanol

701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL 32703

The Northwest Orange
Republican Women Federated
will present guest speaker
Loren Spivack “The Free
Market Warrior” and author,
on Thursday, January 18, at
The BackRoom Steakhouse,
1418 Rock Springs Road, Ap-
opka.

Loren Spivack is a popu-
lar speaker at Republican and
conservative events all over
the United States. He was the
keynote speaker at the Michi-
gan, Illinois, and Minnesota
state conventions of Republi-
can Women Federated in au-
tumn 2023.

In the past, he has been
the keynote speaker at state
Republican Women Federated
conventions in Virginia, Cali-
fornia, Arizona, and Nevada.

Loren was, along with
Kelly Ann Conway, the key-
note speaker at the Delaware
state Republican Convention
in April of 2023. Previously,
he has been a keynote speaker
at the Idaho and Oregon state
Republican Conventions.

He spoke at the Michigan
GOP’s biannual Mackinac
conference in 2023. Always

NORWEF will meet Thurs, Jan. 18, at The Back Room

with a fresh take, Loren ex-
amines the issues of our time
through the eyes of an econo-
mist. And reveals fundamen-
tal truths underlying the po-
litical challenges we face. He
speaks on a very wide variety
of topics both narrowly fo-
cused (for example “The Path
Not Taken: Fixing American
Healthcare with Capitalism™)
and very broad (for example,
“Why We Fight: Understand-
ing The Modern Left”)

Loren Spivack is an au-
thor and writes parodies that
teach conservative principles
and offer conservative cri-
tiques in a humorous way.

So far, he has written six
books: “The New Democrat,”
a parody of the Obama Ad-
ministration; “The Gorax,” an
anti-environmentalist parody;
“The Wizard of Iz,” a parody
of the Clintons and the Demo-
crats in general; “To Think
That I Saw It on CNN Live,”
A parody of the media in the
Trump era; “Motley Clique,”
a parody of Critical Race
Theory’ and identity politics;
and “Kamalat,” a parody of
the Biden Administration.

Loren’s seventh book, which
parodies public education,
will be out early this year.

Spivack founded “Free
Market Warrior” in 2009 to
make a positive difference in
American politics and eco-
nomics. He conducts econom-
ic literacy seminars across the
United States. So far, Spivack
has delivered his famous sem-
inar on economic literacy to
over 200 groups in 20 states.
Loren Spivack lives in Massa-
chusetts. He and his wife have
six children.

The NORWF lunch
meeting will be from 11:30
am. to 1:30 p.m. Guests are
asked to arrive by 11:15 a.m.
to register. Cost of buffet
lunch is $25 with reservation
and $30 at the door without a
reservation. There is limited
seating so reservations should
be made now by Sunday, Jan-

uary 14.
For more information
and reservations, contact

Marty Harrison at 407-886-
1922 or martyaoii@aol.com.
Reservations can be made on-
line at www.norwf.org.

CREMATION

Celebrating Life
with Honor
& Dignity

We Make It Personal.”

Let us show you how.

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME
HIGHLAND MEMORY

GARDENS

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com
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OLD GLASSES &
HEARING AIDS
WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions Club
will use your recyclable
eye glasses for the program
“Project Right to Sight.”

) &
Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka SERTOMA

(407) 832-2627 FOUIAGE SERTOMA

Foliage Sertoma Club,
working with Dr. Amy Davis
at Central Florida Audiology,

will collect and recycle

hearing aids for Apopka

citizens with hearing needs.

CLU

)\ If you have
(\ old glasses or
@ hearing aids, you
no longer need,
please take them to

The Apopka Chief and
The Planter
Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

& Pediatrics
s Family Medicine
(4} Internal Medicine

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

community
health

centers

Kx/ -

00
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Moore: Quality of place becomes important to everyone’s happiness

Continued from page 2A

there?” Is there vibrancy
of street life, café culture,
arts, music, and people en-
gaging in healthy outdoor
activities? Florida believes
we must offer active, excit-
ing, and yes, creative en-
deavors. While he recom-
mends “street buzz” and
“diversity,” he also stands
behind residents who want
to retreat to the solitude of
their home, enjoy a quiet
pocket park, or even drive
to some nearby rural coun-
try-like area. Successful
places provide a range of
options, claims Florida.
The author quotes
from another book, Cos-
mopolitan Culture, which
states a great city has two
hallmarks: tolerance for
strangers and intolerance

for mediocrity. These are
precisely the qualities
which appeal to members
of the creative class and are
qualities conducive to in-
novation and the formation
of new businesses.

Florida posits that
places should be valued
for their “authenticity and
uniqueness.” This unique-
ness derives from histor-
ic buildings, established
well-kept neighborhoods,
distinctive music scenes,
and specific cultural attri-
butes. And in our case, our
incredible environmental
assets, like Rock Springs,
Wekiwa Springs, and the
Lake Apopka Wildlife
Drive provide authentic-
ity for northwest Orange
County. What we need is
more distinction by neigh-
borhood. On January 20th,

People of Wekiwa Springs
and I are cleaning up the
Bent Oak right-of-way
making way for a Clay
Springs Elementary School
“Art Garden.” My Thomp-
son/Votaw area now has a
beautiful mural and gath-
ering place. These types of
activities can and should be
expanded all over.

Here is a new con-
cept for me: Florida recom-
mends creating “scenes.”
Scenes are defined as plac-
es where experiences are
created and enjoyed. Plac-
es are effective areas for
“sharing, affirming or re-
jecting feelings, sensibili-
ties, and values.” Florida
shares ideas such as film
festivals, tattoo parlors,
and punk music, local craft
stores, farmers markets,
community centers, and art

festivals.

Another new con-
cept for me is defined in
the book by sociologist
Manuel Castells as “iden-
tity.” He believes that in
our constantly changing,
post-modern world, where
so many traditional institu-
tions no longer exist, fewer
people now ask, “where do
you live” and rather “where
do you work?”

Castells notes that
many of the creative class
express an interest in get-
ting involved in their com-
munities. He says this is
not because they are do-
gooders, but desire to es-
tablish their own identity
in a place. I have loved de-
signing and erecting pole
banners as a reward for
community achievements.
The people love the ban-

ners as much as I do by cu-
rating the project.

The author expresses
that, at first, social critics
complained the ideas in his
book were suggesting cities
squander money on useless
enterprises. However, with
further research, it was dis-
covered that a place is an
important contributor to
everyone’s happiness and
well-being. That’s hard-
ly useless or insignificant.
Psychologist Daniel Gil-
bert in his book Stumbling
on Happiness, found the
three most important deci-
sions we make in life are
“where to live, what to do,
and whom to do it with.”

The study also indicat-
ed that the most highly-val-
ued attributes of a city are
not solely basic services or
economic opportunities,

but the place’s social and
cultural amenities, friendli-
ness, as well as natural and
physical beauty. Gallup ex-
panded upon these findings
in the Soul of the Commu-
nity Study. The study found
the main qualities which
create a memorable and
strong sense of place are
the social offerings, such
as entertainment, places to
meet, openness (how wel-
coming is the communi-
ty?), and the area’s aesthet-
ics (physical beauty and
green spaces).

We have much to be
thankful for in District 2.
Nevertheless, it is good to
strive to be the best. I hope
you gathered some fresh
ideas from this column and
choose to be an active par-
ticipant in creating a char-
acter community.

Byrd: Exposure presents windows of possibilities to every child

Continued from page 2A

ing, their skills lessen and
deteriorate. This is why we
have to continue to keep
kids engaged in reading
any way we can.

Second, schedule
conferences with your
child’s teachers.

If you haven’t met
with or had a phone call
with your child’s teachers
recently, reach out and con-
nect.

The midpoint in the
year is a good time to re-
connect and discuss prog-

ress as well as goals for the
remainder of the year.

Teachers appreciate
knowing that parents are
partners and sometimes
there are things that your
child needs help with that
can be addressed at home
and school that will make
your child more successful.

Third, discuss the fu-
ture with your child.

It’s never too early
to start to discuss careers
or jobs that are out in the
world and to explore the
different pathways to those
jobs. We discuss this at the

district often: how do we
expose children to all the
possibilities of career op-
tions that are available to
them?

Have discussions with
your child about what in-
terests them, or if your
child expresses an area of
interest, research together
what it takes to get into that
career/job and explore the
path.

There are numerous
pathways that are available
to them in high school that
can set a child up for a pay-
ing job right after gradua-

Hayden: Quality of care shown to our

Continued from page 2A

throw a tantrum. Our po-
lice, firefighters, and other
first responders put their
lives on the line to keep us
alive, safe and secure in
our daily endeavors, and
we expect them to do that
many times without even
a pat on the back, or just a
simple thank you.

It reminds me of the
treatment of our veterans.
Someone said we should
cross over into Mexico
and come back as an il-
legal alien. We would re-
ceive free health care,
free phones, nice rooms

in a huge hotel, money to
spend, and on and on. It is
not the workers at the VA
facilities, it is the adminis-
tration that has cut funding,
and lowered the standards
for veterans’ care.

A friend of mine was
supposed to have a liver
scan last month, but be-
cause the VA has pigeon-
holed his request for a new
motorized wheelchair, he
had no way to get there. He
had to reschedule, and they
set up a new date in March.

He does not know why
they wanted a liver scan,
but if it is something dead-
ly, they may be able to let

his wife know after the au-
topsy.

Our veterans also have
become GI (government is-
sue) and have spent time,
lost limbs, and even given
their lives so we can live
free and breathe the air of
Democracy. If the funds
given for those illegal
aliens would have been di-
rected to our first respond-
ers and our veterans, we
would experience growth
in our first responder num-
bers and faster service for
our vets.

Our military men and
women have been trained
and conditioned to obey or-

tion, explore those options
as well. Explore all the Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion dual enrollment op-
tions at our local schools.
Middle school is a great
time to start having these
discussions.

Finally, go on a field
trip with your child.

There are many low-
cost places to explore in
our area of the state that
provide a lot of opportu-
nities for discussion and
learning.

For example, the Or-
lando Science Center is

ders instantly without ques-
tion, i.e., “ours is not to
question why, ours is just to
do or die,” and then when
our military service is fin-
ished and we seek assis-
tance for our health needs,
we are told our needs are
not of concern to those in
Washington, D.C., espe-
cially the Commander-in-
Chief. His administration
has more concern for our
foreign enemies, the ille-
gal aliens, and the global-
ization of our government,
than for the men and wom-
en he has placed in harm’s
way.

We are seeing rogue

about to open a new Life
exhibit featuring 300 ani-
mals and immersive habi-
tats.

Some other ideas are
the Central Florida Zoo in
Sanford, the Apopka His-
tory Museum, the Orange
County History Center, the
Kennedy Space Center and
SeaWorld offer free admis-
sion for kids 5 and under.

Remember, every ex-
perience you expose your
child to is a window you
are opening in their minds
to the possibility of their
future.

veterans should equal that

nations thumb their nos-
es at our military. We have
seen our overseas bases
decimated by rockets fired
by terrorist groups that
have no fear of retaliation
from our present adminis-
tration.

We have our US Navy
warships being targeted by
drones, ships’ crews being
taunted by pirates in inter-
national waters, and this
administration remains rel-
atively silent.

A former administra-
tion, (of which this admin-
istration is but an exten-
sion), experienced a U.S.
Navy Gunboat being sur-

One of the biggest ob-
stacles I see in my role on
the school board is children
who approach graduation
with no idea where they
want to go next because
they have had no exposure
to the possibilities.

One of the best things
we can do as parents is ex-
pose our children to all the
world has to offer so they
can find the path that fits
them best.

My hope for this year
is that we can expand the
possibilities for all our chil-
dren!

of illegals

rendered to a pirate group
to keep “peaceful” talks
going. Not only were our
sailors humiliated and put
in jeopardy, but the United
States of America was re-
defined as pushovers in the
minds of our adversaries.

“The straw that broke
the camel’s back™ has been
implemented. Now, our
veterans, who, at one time
or another put their lives
on the line to keep us free,
will have to pay increased
copays for care at the VA
Hospitals.

Being an illegal alien
is looking better all the
time!

News: Child trafficking exposed in the movie

Continued from page 2A

ted bribery in exchange for policy
decision with a foreign national.”
Treason!! Comer reported, “Based
on the financial records we have ob-
tained via bank subpoenas, we can
now confidently trace at least $10
million in total from foreign nation-
als’ and their related companies go-
ing to the Biden family, their busi-
ness associates and their compa-
nies.”

It was virtually ignored by
Deep State media outlets: Washing-
ton Post, New York Times, Politi-
co, CNN, MSNBC,ABC and CBS
(House Finds Biden used over 20
Shell Companies to Hide Money
from China, May 12,2023).

6. The effects of the movie

“Sound of Freedom” are that child
trafficking is now one of the hottest
stories in America—it no longer
can be hidden.

The vast number who viewed
it was large enough to break the
sound barrier. As evidence the New
York Times, Los Angeles Times
and Hollywood Reporter declined
to cover it but still box office sales
reached 18.2 million surpassing
“Indiana Jones.” Hiding such evil
is unconscionable but worse, who
supports a society selling its chil-
dren to satisfy adult perverse sex-
ual appetites? Let us name a few:
Disneyland, Hollywood, Deep
State news outlets, most social me-
dia outlets, and finally, even the
Biden Administration. Opposition

to the film “Sound of Freedom” by
these is obvious and universal but
where is the opposition to the hid-
eous practice of pedophilia it docu-
mented. By their actions they still
mostly defend the practice (Movie
Broke Sound Barrier on Pedophilia
so WHO is Selling God’s Children?,
July 21,2023).

7. The four-year-long
306-paged Durham Report iden-
tified the “real colluders” in the
Trump/Russian Collusion Hoax
that these colluded to define Trump
as a Russian agent therefore un-
electable. Turns out, it was creat-
ed and financed by Hillary Clinton,
directed and implemented by the
then, president and vice president,
Barack Obama and Joe Biden. The

‘Sound of Freedom’

main stream media, and the deep
state were accomplices in amplify-
ing the fake narrative. The FBI and
DOJ served as soldiers in its imple-
mentation and cover-up. Before the
2020 election, it was a coup to keep
Trump from being elected, after his
election, to remove him from pow-
er—a coup to overthrow the newly
elected government.—treason (The
First Coup to Overthrow an Elected
President was 2016—NOT—2020,
May 26, 2023).

*Deep states: an alleged secret
network of especially nonelected
government officials and sometimes
private entities (as in the financial
services and defense industries) op-
erating extralegally to influence
and enact government policy.
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Tucker: “Apopka is a great city,
but we face many challenges.’

Continued from page 1A

the decision to withdraw
from the upcoming election
for Apopka City Council
Seat 3. Upcoming chang-
es in my career, a healthy
work/life balance and a
strong desire to pour into
our local church at a greater
rate all led to this decision.

“We cannot begin to
adequately thank everyone
who has been in our corner
from day one and offered
their love, support and en-
couragement. You all will
never fully know and un-
derstand what that meant
to us.

“Apopka is a great city,

but we are facing many
challenges. Leadership is
always rooted first in hu-
mility. I encourage all sit-
ting, and future, leaders of
our city, to navigate their
positions humbly, always
putting the interests of their
community first. Good luck
to those running on March
19th and I encourage all
of Apopka to get out and
vote and make your voice
heard.”

Tucker leaving the
race leaves now Nadia An-
derson and Darryl Richard-
son as Seat 3 candidates.
Commissioner Kyle Beck-
er, who is currently in Seat
3, announced late last year
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Fri. January 12, 2024

thru
Sun. January 14, 2024
that he won’t seek re-elec- MEAN GIRLS (PG-13) 12:00;
tion. 1:00; 3:00; 4:00; 6:00; 7:00;
The Apopka City [ 9:00;10:00

Council Seat 4 candidates
are incumbent Nick Nesta
and challenger Eric Mock.

The Apopka Area
Chamber of Commerce
will host the debate for Seat
3 and Seat 4 races on Tues-
day, January 16, 6-7:30
pm. at the VFW Building/
Apopka City Center, 519 S.
Central Ave., Apopka.

Election Day for Apop-
ka City Council Seat 3 and
Seat 4 March 19.

The Apopka  Chief
reached out to Tucker for
further comment.

THE BEEKEEPER (R) 1:50;
4:40;7:20; 10:10

NIGHT SWIM (PG-13) 1:40;
4:50; 7:40; 10:40

THE COLOR PURPLE (PG-13)
6:40; 9:40

ANYONE BUTYOU (R) 1:10;
4:10;7:30; 10:30

AQUAMAN AND THE LOST
KINGDOM (PG-13) 12:50; 3:50;
6:50; 9:50

MIGRATION (PG) 12:10; 2:20;
4:30

WONKA (PG) 1:20; 4:20; 7:10;
10:20

DISCOUNT DAY
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95
with the Regal Crown Club Card
(Excluding Holidays).

WEKIVA

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

AO

407-889-4455

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

MALTBY'S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

« Tree Trimming & Removal . #
« Landscape Installation ~ §

+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321- 689- 5866
JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Ouner & Insured

Send Us Your News
Visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com
Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theap_opkachief.com

|
munity Events

Get Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

In Print. Online. On the Go.

Your Local News. Your Way!

Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events

Weather & Traffic
Church News
Classifieds

and so much more

Staying connected is now
easier than ever...

Complete Local News Coverage |
Social & Political Changes

Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News

Get Your E-edition
Call or Subscribe Online!

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 » Fax: 407-889-4121

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.

Please support these local businesses and organizations.

Hours. Monday - Frlday 7AM -5PM

[Environmentally]
* Licensed & lnsumd
State Certified
Jones Ave.,
Emergencv Services Zellwood, FL
Available After Hours

32798

Lawn Maintenance
2> Pressure Washing
; Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Total Grouml Maintenance

39227297250

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential {3 Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What's your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

~ EVANS
'NEW ROOF & REPAIRS

1407.295.4944

r

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug screening in APK and Nationally
v/ Covid Screens V Titer Testing
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

TRANSFORMING SPACI
into a Place You ’
& Others Love

+Staging for Homes, Businesses & Events
- Interior styling for homeowners
wanting to refresh their space
-Commercial staging (with project
management available)
+Vacation home staging
+ Holiday styling - Event styling

321-370-2124 ¢ WWW. homeendeared com

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

DENTAL
INsurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Coverage for cleanings,
fillings, crowns — even
dentures! Get dental
insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

6347

Get your F REE Information Kit
It's easy! Call today

1-855-703-1143

Dental50Plus.com/Apopka

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist.
This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA);
Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: P154TN).

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

To be truly independent, your personal
emergency device needs to work on the go.

MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by
simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike traditional systems that only work inside
your home, a MobileHelp medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you
can participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, shopping and
traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal alert system with you.
MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is powered by one of the nation’s largest
cellular networks, so there’s virtually no limit to your help button’s range.

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a landline, with the
MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. Whether you are home or away from
home, a simple press of your help button activates your system, providing the central
station with your information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know
who you are and where you are located. If you're one of the millions of people that have
waited for an alert service because it didn't fit your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional
system even though it only worked in the home, then we welcome you to try MobileHelp.
Experience peace of mind in the home or on the go. Places wh

tton:
At Home v v
x
“Hello, this is @na Wa.“‘ v
MobileHelp. How OUR BEST On Vacation v x
may | assist you?” OFFER EVER! At the Park v x
From Shopping Z x
. o
iy [\o)a _
‘) MoblleHeIp Features:
/month

1-855-494-6455 p Losrormeses [
2023 /
*Far a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the
first vear af service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There i
a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at  higher monthly
cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be mumed upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer vald with purchase
month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to . Depending on ion chosen, you may receive

GET OUR SPECIAL
OFFER NOW:

v FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

v FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

v 50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*
v plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

——
Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency
systems MobileHelp protects you:

ere your Traditional Help
Help Button will work Buttons

*24/7 access to USS.
based emergency
operators

 Simple one-button
operation

« Affordable service

« GPS location detection

« Amplified 2-way voice
communication

* Available Nationwide

of Annual plan and i

PF-SPADOS05111658 - - g

an additional savings of $5.50 off the 11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when B
combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of fals. If able, sers should push their help button when they need assistance

Fall detectior is not intended to replace a caregiver. MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in
every situaticn on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day
deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays o to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

MHPN-01045 Rev. 1
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Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Ao Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
407-889-4455 Apopka, FL 32712

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH i =
e MEDICARE ; '

e CREMATION A brand-new Habitat for Humanity Seminole-Apopka home was dedicated on Wednesday, January 3, in
e ACCIDENT Apopka, to new owner LaTonya Riley (c) with her son Cameran Barnes (r). Among many in attendance were
e DENTAL Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings (I).

e LIFE

« CRITICAL ILLNESS Habitat dedicates new home to family

SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

A brand-new Habitat for Human- worked on the home, Orange Coun- “This is one of the best ways to
ity Seminole-Apopka home was dedi- ty Mayor Jerry Demings, and Orange  get our New Year started here at Hab-
cated on Wednesday, January 3, new County Public Schools (OCPS) Su- itat for Humanity as we welcome La-

X SCI S Y O g owner LaTonya Riley and her son perintendent Maria Vasquez. tonya and her son home to their new
Your Lifat&g:t:gfgc sice (Behind Chik-Ri-A) Cameran Barnes were cheered on by Riley works for OCPS as a bus place in Apopka,” said Habitat for
FW m E&( e + ' family and friends, Habitat volunteers ~ monitor and was touched by the turn-

and staff, community CEOs who had out. See HOME Page 10A
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‘ 2'9 / O APR Bus: 407-880-3167
for 72 MOS. www.theyeagerbomb.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning

Attic Insulation

HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation

Equipment and Duct Repair

Ford Courtesy Transportation Vehicle (retired service loaner). 2.9% APR financing for 72 months available
on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financ-
ing through Ford Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. 2.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $15.15 per mo. per
$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 2.9% offer is not compatible with other factory incentives.
Residency restrictions apply. Ends 1/31/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

407-489-5060

More Info
@ www.nicksacandheat.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

j State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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plan that can help your lawn
look its very best year-round.
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Our TruGreen Lawn Assessment®
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build your brand and bring more customers to your door. thz‘:e“l’t;“ake your lawn green
and healthy.

! Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!
A 1-855-520-1525

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers

vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation to work for Our tailored lawn plans utilize the
your business with a strategic advertising plan that will help atest technology and techniques

Your Tl‘usted Local News Source only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. TPurchase
400 N Pa rk AVe., Apopka, FL 3271 2 | Phone: 407_886_2777 of annual lawn plan required for_TruGreen Lawn Assessr_nent, which is performed at the first visit. America’s {tl lawn care company based
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Martin lLuther King Jr.

‘I Have a Dream’ By The Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr., August 28,1963

I am happy to join
with you today in what
will go down in history
as the greatest demon-
stration for freedom in
the history of our nation.

Five score years ago,
a great American, in
whose symbolic shad-
ow we stand, signed the
Emancipation  Procla-
mation. This momentous
decree came as a great
beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slaves
who had been seared in
the flames of withering
injustice. It came as a joy-
ous daybreak to end the
long night of captivity.

But one hundred
years later, we must face
the tragic fact that the
Negro is still not free.
One hundred years later,
the life of the Negro is
still sadly crippled by the
manacles of segregation
and the chains of dis-
crimination. One hun-
dred years later, the Ne-
gro lives on a lonely island
of poverty in the midst of
a vast ocean of material
prosperity. One hundred
years later, the Negro is
still languishing in the
corners of American so-
ciety and finds himself an
exile in his own land. So
we have come here today
to dramatize an appalling
condition.

In a sense we have

come to our nation’s capi-
tal to cash a check. When
the architects of our re-
public wrote the magnif-
icent words of the Con-
stitution and the Decla-
ration of Independence,
they were signing a
promissory note to which
every American was to
fall heir. This note was
a promise that all men
would be guaranteed the
inalienable rights of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

It is obvious today
that America has de-
faulted on this promis-
sory note insofar as her
citizens of color are con-
cerned. Instead of hon-
oring this sacred obliga-
tion, America has given
the Negro people a bad
check which has come
back marked “insufhi-
cient funds.” But we re-
fuse to believe that the
bank of justice is bank-
rupt. We refuse to believe
that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults
of opportunity of this na-
tion. So we have come to
cash this check — a check
that will give us, upon
demand, the riches of
freedom and the securi-
ty of justice. We have also
come to this hallowed
spot to remind Ameri-
ca of the fierce urgency
of now. This is no time

to engage in the luxury
of cooling off or to take
the tranquilizing drug of
gradualism. Now is the
time to rise from the dark
and desolate valley of
segregation to the sun-
lit path of racial justice.
Now is the time to open
the doors of opportu-
nity to all of God’s chil-
dren. Now is the time to
lift our nation from the
quicksands of racial in-
justice to the solid rock
of brotherhood.

It would be fatal for
the nation to overlook
the urgency of the mo-
ment and to underesti-
mate the determination
of the Negro. This swel-
tering summer of the
Negros legitimate dis-
content will not pass un-
til there is an invigorat-
ing autumn of freedom
and equality. Nineteen
sixty-three is not an end,
but a beginning. Those
who hope that the Ne-
gro needed to blow off
steam and will now be
content will have a rude
awakening if the nation
returns to business as
usual. There will be nei-
ther rest nor tranquility
in America until the Ne-
gro is granted his citizen-
ship rights. The whirl-
winds of revolt will con-
tinue to shake the foun-
dations of our nation un-

moment to honor
his memory and

make a pledge to

also celebrate the strides
we ve made toward
achieving his dream of
freedom and equality for i
all Americans, regardless
of color or creed. On
Martin Luther King,
Jr Day; let’s take a #2248

uphold his message of

His Dream

Is In Our Hands

As we celebrate the birthday
of a civil rights leader; we

nonviolence, love, tolerance,

reconciliation and service to humanity.

%
®) [ ake Apopka
Natural Gas District

Visit www.langd.org or Call 407-656-2734
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LAKE APOPKA LOCATIONS
DisTrICT OFFICE: BrancH OFFICES:
1320 Winter Garden 38 N Park Ave (Apopka)
Vineland Rd 676 W Montrose
(Winter Garden) (Clermont)
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"I have decided to
stick with love. &
Hate is too great a

til the bright day of jus-
tice emerges.

But there is some-
thing that I must say to
my people who stand
on the warm threshold
which leads into the pal-
ace of justice. In the pro-
cess of gaining our right-
tul place we must not be
guilty of wrongful deeds.
Let us not seek to satisfy
our thirst for freedom by
drinking from the cup of

n

burden to bear 4

Shelley S Septlc
Tanks

6505 W. Jones Ave. | Zellwood, FL 32798
(407) 889-8042 | shelleysseptictanks.com

bitterness and hatred.
‘We must forever con-

duct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and
discipline. We must not
allow our creative protest
to degenerate into physi-
cal violence. Again and
again we must rise to the
majestic heights of meet-
ing physical force with
soul force. The marvel-
ous new militancy which
has engulfed the Negro
community must not lead
us to distrust of all white
people, for many of our
white brothers, as evi-
denced by their presence
here today, have come to
realize that their destiny
is tied up with our des-
tiny and their freedom is
inextricably bound to our
freedom. We cannot walk
alone.

And as we walk, we

"MAKE A CAREER OF HUMANITY.
COMMIT YOURSELF TO THE NOBLE
STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS. YOU WILL
MAKE A BETTER PERSON OF YOURSELF, A
GREATER NATION OF YOUR COUNTRY,
AND A FINER WORLD TO LIVE IN."
-MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

IIEALTH OF A.I’OPK_.C\
Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors

7015. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL 32703

(407) 703-9990

=]
MetroHealthinc.com

Continued on page 8A

LA
community

Community Health Centers, Inc.
pays tribute to the enduring legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., recognizing his
pivotal role in championing equal access
to essential healthcare services
for all, regardless of race.

Affordable Healthcare
for Your Entire Family

FAMILY & OB/GYN CARE PEDIATRIC CARE DENTAL CARE
225 E SEVENTH ST 618 S FOREST AVE 210 E SEVENTH ST
APOPKA, FL 32703 APOPKA, FL 32703 APOPKA, FL 32703

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA

00

\_ MEDICAID, MEDICARE & MOST PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED. A SLIDING DISCOUNT PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE

A esn in
Humanity

{ ; n celebrating the life and legacy of Martin

Luther King, Jr., we learn from his example
that one person has the potential to inspire a world
of change.

Through his teachings of social change
through nonviolence, Dr. King opened the eyes
of people all over the world and made enormous

strides in creating a society where diversity
is a strength and justice is truly for
all. It's our duty to make sure his
\ message and his dream live on.
Let this day be an
inspiration to do something
in our community that
helps others and changes
' oursociety forthe better.

TEIJB gpupka Chief &
The Planter Newspapers

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-2777 * www.theapopkachief.com
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Martin lather Kking Jr.

Continued from page 7A

must make the pledge
that shall march
ahead. We cannot turn
back. There are those who
are asking the devotees of

civil rights, “When will

we

you be satisfied?” We can
never be satisfied as long
as our bodies, heavy with
the fatigue of travel, can-
not gain lodging in the
motels of the highways
and the hotels of the cit-
ies. We cannot be satis-

bracewory

COMMUNITY CHURCH

As we commemorate the legacy of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
let's remember:

“Life’s most persistent
and urgent question is,
‘What are you doing for

others?”-MLK

Services each Saturday morning * All welcome

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 10:00 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11:30 AM

9913 Bear Lake Rd, Apopka, FL 32703
graceworxcc@gmail.com © 321-228-4599

o

We can all honor and uphold Dr. King’s
legacy through communi(tiy
On MLK Day and every day, let us all
remember that change starts with us.

service.

A tireless advocate for civil rights,
Martin Luther King, Jr. served as an
inspiration and an agent of change for
our country and the entire world with
his dedication to achieving equality for
all people through nonviolent protest.
We honor his dedication, his vision,
his contributions and his legacy, as he
continues to inspire new generations
with words and actions.

Commissioner

Alexander H. Smith

and family

fied as long as the Ne-
gro’s basic mobility is
from a smaller ghetto to
a larger one. We can nev-
er be satisfied as long as
a Negro in Mississippi
cannot vote and a Negro
in New York believes he
has nothing for which to
vote. No, no, we are not
satisfied, and we will not
be satisfied until justice
rolls down like waters
and righteousness like a
mighty stream.

I am not unmind-
tul that some of you have
come here out of great
trials and tribulations.
Some of you have come
fresh from narrow cells.
Some of you have come
from areas where your
quest for freedom left you
battered by the storms
of persecution and stag-
gered by the winds of po-
lice brutality. You have
been the veterans of cre-
ative suffering. Contin-
ue to work with the faith
that unearned suffering is
redemptive.

Go back to Missis-
sippi, go back to Ala-
bama, go back to Geor-
gia, go back to Louisi-
ana, go back to the slums
and ghettos of our north-
ern cities, knowing that
somehow this situation
can and will be changed.
Let us not wallow in the
valley of despair.

I say to you today, my
friends, that in spite of
the difficulties and frus-

trations of the moment,
I still have a dream. It is
a dream deeply rooted in
the American dream.

I have a dream that,
one day, this nation will
rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed:
“We hold these truths to
be self-evident: that all
men are created equal.”

I have a dream that,
one day, on the red hills
of Georgia the sons of
former slaves and the
sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit
down together at a table
of brotherhood.

I have a dream that,
one day, even the state
of Mississippi, a desert
state, sweltering with the
heat of injustice and op-
pression, will be trans-
formed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.

I have a dream that
my four children will one
day live in a nation where
they will not be judged
by the color of their skin
but by the content of
their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that,
one day, the state of Al-
abama, whose governor’s
lips are presently drip-
ping with the words of in-
terposition and nullifica-
tion, will be transformed
into a situation where lit-
tle black boys and black
girls will be able to join
hands with little white
boys and white girls and

walk together as sisters
and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that,
one day, every valley shall
be exalted, every hill and
mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will
be made plain, and the
crooked places will be
made straight, and the
glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together.

'This is our hope. This
is the faith with which I
return to the South. With
this faith we will be able
to hew out of the moun-
tain of despair a stone of
hope. With this faith we
will be able to transform
the jangling discords of
our nation into a beauti-
tul symphony of brother-
hood. With this faith we
will be able to work to-
gether, to pray together,
to struggle together, to go
to jail together, to stand
up for freedom together,
knowing that we will be
free one day.

'This will be the day
when all of God’s chil-
dren will be able to sing
with a new meaning,
“My country, ‘tis of thee,
sweet land of liberty, of
thee I sing. Land where
my fathers died, land of
the pilgrim’s pride, from
every mountainside, let
freedom ring.”

And if America is
to be a great nation this
must become true. So

let freedom ring from
the prodigious hilltops
of New Hampshire. Let
freedom ring from the
mighty mountains of
New York. Let freedom
ring from the heighten-
ing Alleghenies of Penn-
sylvania!

Let freedom ring
from the snowcapped
Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring
from the curvaceous
slopes of California!

But not only that; let
freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring
from Lookout Mountain
of Tennessee!

Let freedom ring
from every hill and mole-
hill of Mississippi. From
every mountainside, let
freedom ring.

And when this hap-
pens, when we allow free-
dom to ring, when we let
it ring from every village
and every hamlet, from
every state and every city,
we will be able to speed
up that day when all of
God’s children, black
men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protes-
tants and Catholics, will
be able to join hands and
sing in the words of the
old Negro spiritual, “Free
at last! free at last! Thank
God Almighty, we are

free at last!”

J&K

swe

ADream, A Movement
cAn Inspiration To The World

As we remember Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and his contributions to our country,
we are both humbled and inspired by his

vision, courage, commitment and hard
work. Together, let’s honor and uphold his
message of equal opportunity and service
to our communities in our thoughts, our
words and our actions.

Automotive

1012 E. Semoran, Apopka
407-880-3530

www.JandK.mechanicnet.com

Llke Us on Facebook:

L
J & K Automotive K

St. Reg.
ENGINESTRANSHISSIOs  #M V05682

£\ VICTORYCHURCH

WORLD CUTREACH CENTER
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“Judge a man not by the .

color of his skin, but
by the content of his
character.”

Weekly Service Times
Sunday Morning — 10:00AM
Wednesday Evening — 7:00PM

509 S. Park Avenue, Apopka
407-889-7288
VictoryChurchApopka.com

Honoring
Martin Luther King Jr.

Foliage Sertoma Club
of Apopka
Commemorates
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.
God help us to be of
Service to Mankind.
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FOLIAGE SERTOMA
CLUB OF APOPKA

“THE FUNCTION OF EDUCATION IS TO TEACH
ONE TO THINK INTENSIVELY AND TO THINK
CRITICALLY. INTELLIGENCE PLUS CHARACTER

- THAT IS THE GOAL OF TRUE EDUCATION.”
-DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

APOPKA HIGH SCHOOL

REMEMBERS DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
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2023: City attorney resigns, residents
petition recall of mayor, OCPS opens
sixth adult education campus

Continued from page 1A

of the Philadelphia Eagles.
... Michael Rodriguez ten-
dered his resignation as
city attorney following a
contentious battle with the
Apopka City Council over
how he performed his job.
... The Apopka Mayor’s
Prayer Breakfast started the
day at the Apopka Commu-
nity Center/VFW Building
on South Central Avenue
on Thursday, May 4, to co-
incide with National Day of
Prayer. ... A motorcyclist
died at the hospital as a re-
sult of a vehicular collision
with a garbage truck.

Per Florida Statutes
100.361, the petition to re-
call Mayor Bryan Nelson
must bear 1,762 signatures
— 5 percent of the city’s
total registered voters of
35,243 — and is due in the
city clerk’s office at Apop-
ka City Hall on Friday,
May 19, said Susan Bone,
city clerk. ... With family,
friends and elected officials
in attendance, three new
police officers took their
oath of office on Monday,
May 8, in the council cham-
ber of Apopka City Hall. ...
A 36-year-old Apopka man
riding a bicycle was in-
stantly killed when a pick-
up truck collided with him,
according to Florida High-
way Patrol (FHP).

Local business own-
ers are launching a beauti-
fication program in down-
town Apopka with an an-
ticipated start date of June
3 and will involve mural
painting in select locations

. AdventHealth Central
Florida opened its sixth in-
fusion center at its Apopka
location, which will start
serving its new patients
next week with multiple
services including blood
and blood product transfu-
sions, cancer-related injec-
tions and chemotherapy.
... Apopka police and Or-
ange County are investi-
gating the death of a wom-
an whose body was discov-
ered behind a dumpster at
the Wekiva Riverwalk Pla-
za in Apopka, according to
a Tuesday, May 16, press
release from the APD. ...
Last month, teams from
the Apopka High School
(AHS) robotics program
competed in the VEX Ro-
botics World Champion-
ships in Dallas, Texas. ...
The U.S. Department of
Transportation Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safe-
ty Administration (PHM-
SA) on Tuesday, May 16,
presented a $3.1 million
check to Lake Apopka Nat-
ural Gas District at its Win-

ter Garden offices as part of
the Natural Gas Distribu-
tion Infrastructure Safety
and Modernization Grant
Program (NGDISM).

The petition for Apop-
ka Mayor Bryan Nelson’s
recall has failed to get
enough signatures to move
the recall forward, collect-
ing 1,692 signatures in-
stead of the required 1,762.
... The question of hiring a
new city attorney came up
at the Wednesday, May 17,
Apopka City Council meet-
ing in light of revisiting a
resolution to a 195-unit af-
fordable housing develop-
ment, as its developer al-
leged that the city staff vot-
ed on the project without
recording the staff meet-
ing and therefore violating
Sunshine state laws. ... The
Apopka High School Class
of 2023, which included
751 seniors, graduated on
Tuesday, May 22. The com-
mencement ceremony was
held at the Amway Center
in downtown Orlando. ...
Around 250 people attend-
ed the third annual Apop-
ka’s Emancipation Day
held at Alonzo Williams
Park on Saturday, May 20,
a day when, in 1865, all the
enslaved in Florida learned
they were free. ... The Flor-
ida Department of Trans-
portation (FDOT) will hold
a public meeting regarding
project plans on North Or-
ange Blossom Trail (U.S.
441) from Wadsworth Road
to the Lake County line on
Tuesday, May 30, at 5:30
p.m.

June

At least 14 business-
es and 45 youths are par-
ticipating in the Apopka
Youth Works (AYW) Sum-
mer Youth Program, which
kicked off this week. ...
The city of Apopka and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 10147 held a
Memorial Day service on
Monday, May 29, at the
Edgewood/Greenwood
Cemetery. ... The Wekiva
High School Class of 2023
holds its commencement
ceremony on Tuesday,
May 30, at the University
of Central Florida’s Addi-
tion Financial Arena in Or-
lando. ... An elderly Apop-
ka woman with disabilities
who had been missing for
nearly three weeks was re-
covered in good health on
Monday, May 29, in Orlan-
do, according to police.

The Apopka City
Council voted 2-2 that the
developer of Southwick
Commons, the 192-unit
apartment complex pro-
posed for construction at

the Apopka City Center,
sticks to what city staff calls
the industry standard for
balcony size, which staff
says must be at least 4-feet
deep by 6-feet of exterior
outdoor space. ... A ribbon
cutting celebrated the more
than $3-million finished re-
habilitation of a one-mile
stretch on U.S. 441 from
CR-437A/Central Ave-
nue to Bradshaw Road in
Apopka, meant to improve
safety along the corridor
and to extend the existing
roadway’s life. ... Apopka
Juneteenth Freedom Day
will include the first annu-
al parade and fourth annual
celebration, both of which
will take place on Saturday,
June 17. ... Artists paint-
ed several murals in down-
town Apopka on Saturday
June 3, as part of a commu-
nity-wide effort to usher in
more visual beauty and vi-
tality to the area.

Nearly 10 years pre-
sented many hurdles in-
cluding property acquisi-
tion and COVID. Howev-
er, that didn’t stop Orange
County Public  Schools
(OCPS) from achieving its
end goal: the opening of
its sixth, $1.5-million Or-
ange Technical College
(OTC) campus that will
provide adult education
and more in the Apopka
area. ... City administrator
Edward Bass died on Sat-
urday, June 10, at age 50
from complications relat-
ed to mouth cancer. Visi-
tation and funeral arrange-
ments have been made. ...
If the city goes ahead with
an election to ask voters
about mass annexing unin-
corporated South Apopka,
the city could hold a vote-
by-mail election for an esti-
mated $12,080 or the vote-
in-person option for about
$9,300, according to Or-
ange County Supervisor of
Elections Bill Cowles. ...
So far, the city of Apopka
interviewed two candidates
for the city attorney posi-
tion with another interview
lined up this week. ... On
Friday, June 9, citizens and
community leaders gath-
ered at the Linda Chapin
Theatre inside the Orange
County Convention Cen-
ter to hear Orange County
Mayor Jerry L. Demings’
2023 State of the County
address.

Although Michael Ro-
driguez submitted his resig-
nation as city attorney last
month, the city will still
cut him a weekly check un-
til July 7 when his resigna-
tion goes into effect ... On
Tuesday, June 20, the city
of Apopka’s Parks and Rec-

reation Department host-
ed a ribbon cutting to cel-
ebrate the renovations to
the Fran Carlton Center in-
cluding new flooring, light-
ing, updated kitchen and
bathrooms, and new furni-
ture. ... A nonprofit orga-
nization awarded scholar-
ships to six middle school
students in a ceremony
that was held at the Bil-
lie Dean Community Cen-
ter in Apopka on June 3. ...
Apopkan Nathaniel Plum-
mer, 13, will be in Wash-
ington, D.C., July 9-11 for
the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation (JDRF)
2023 Children’s Congress,
joining more than 160 oth-
er youths from across the
nation to meet face-to-face
with member of Congress
and top decision makers in
the U.S. government about
Type 1 diabetes. ... Veter-
ans, including those from
VEFW Post 10147 located in
Apopka participated in the
annual flag retirement cer-
emony held on Thursday,
June 14, in Reiter Park,
Longwood.

A Tallahassee attorney
hired by the city of Apop-
ka to determine whom the
City Charter gives the le-
gal authority to hire or fire
the city attorney and city
clerk has opined that those
actions are determined by
separate decisions by both
the mayor as one entity and
the City Council as a sep-
arate entity. ... In his up-
date from the Florida Leg-
islature’s 2023 session that
ended on May 8, state Rep.
Doug Bankson told the
Apopka City Council that
the state budget has more
than $10 million in fund-
ing for capital projects in
the Apopka area, the major-
ity of it for water improve-
ment and flooding issues
with Lake Apopka resto-
ration and regional aqui-
fer recharge improvements
that will also aid in flooding
on the east side of Apopka.

. A proposed car wash
again met opposition at a
meeting of the city’s Devel-
opment Review Commit-
tee (DRC) on Wednesday,
June 28, while an apart-
ment complex that has been
controversial and ended
up in court sailed through
DRC and appears to be on
its way to construction in
the next few months. ...
Behind-the-scenes  paper-
work continues in down-
town Apopka, where the
four owners of Propagate
Social House plan to open
up a food hall where a long-
time pet feed store stood for
decades.

Need to send

Oor receive a
FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

AOS

407-889-4455

.-4'_;‘\_'_)__-‘
b ek

r

L ' e R LB Lo
‘ \ e

&t
N

EW-ROOF &R

.1

EPAIRS

¥

MLK: Parade will
resume honorary
program at the
Bridges Center

Continued from page 1A

nonprofit  organizations,
churches, dignitaries, and
more.

Six high school bands
will perform in this year’s
parade: Oak Ridge, Evans,
Ocoee, Jones, Wekiva, and
Apopka. As well, two other
bands will perform: Drum-
lines of America and Young
Blacks in Action.

The after-parade
program will take place at
the Bridges Community
Center, where youth will
perform and free food will
be offered.

The parade’s grand
marshals are as follow:
community s Daryl

Schofield, owner of Unity
Funeral home in Apopka;
for education, Bobbie L.
McKenzie, who taught for
over 45 years in the public-

school system and still
works with children, and
Angela  Griffin-Simmons,
teacher for Orange County
Public Schools; and youth is
Delia Miller, mural painter
who created many within
the community including
those at Alonzo Williams
Park and on Thompson
Road.

Johnny Simmons,
an Apopka resident now
attending Morehouse
College in Georgia and
former  parade  grand
marshal, has returned to
assist organizing the parade.
He has returned back every
year to do this since moving
away for college, Morris
said.

For entrant applica-
tions or more information,
call Monique Morris at
407-702-4223.

Got EVENTS?

PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777,
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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bracewors

Community Church

SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM
Livestream:

tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com

321-228-4599

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Famaily Practice & Internal Medicine

* Most Insurance Accepted

* On-Site X-Ray Lab

* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM

Schroeder

Dental
Group/

New Patients Welcome!

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

" SO WHAT
ARE YOUR PLANS
FOR 20247

TREATS, WALKS,
BARKING AT THE
MAILMAN. PRETTY
MUCH THE SAME

ANIMAL HOSPI

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call Now For An Appointment - [0y%:f- 7. SN N |

1

 $20 Exam
§! Get-

: * 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274

1
1 ¢ Gum Disease Screening

Wi for new pafients only. Not o be combined with any other offer.
Wiansferable. Please share with your farly ond friends. Exp. 1/31/24. 1
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Acquainted Speciall
* Oral Exam D0150

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
* Cancer Screening 1
1
1

Emergency Appointments Available

tavisalt

MORE NAPS,
MOSTLY.

WE'RE
LIVING THE DREAM
MY FRIEND.

STOP BY
TODAY!

407-880-9446
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WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM



Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you
and your family to join us

Evenlg service:
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 - www.wshcapopka.org

1 vFw POST 10147
% | 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
: invites you to its 3rd Saturday

¥ FUNDRAISING

BREAKFAST
L. SAT., JAN. 20

8 a.m.-10 a.m.

+ Scrambled Eggs
+ Sausage Links * Pancakes
* Biscuits and Gravy

» Orange Juice * Coffee * Water

ALL FOR $7.00!

. Children under 5 free with paid adult
e Door Prizes * Drawings °

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka

HAPPY 2024 -
May this new year
be the best ever!
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Home: Eight CEOs volunteered to build
house on Habitat World Build Day

Continued from page 6A

Humanity Seminole-Apopka CEO
Penny Seater. “LaTonya is very hard-
working ... and has a hard time mak-
ing ends meet. She’s excited about
being able to purchase this house and
create more stability for her son, who
has been instrumental in helping her
with her sweat equity hours. Every
Habitat family must put in a minimum
of 200 sweat equity hours.”

Mayor Demings presented La-
Tonya with the ceremonial key to her
new home, expressing his pleasure
at Orange County’s partnership with
Habitat.

“Today, we were lucky enough to
be able to put the Riley family into a
new home by donating surplus land
to make this project a reality,” May-
or Demings said. “In addition, we
provided some funding through our
Housing for All Trust Fund and we
will continue to do that to put fami-
lies in homes here in Orange County.”

Riley is an Apopka native, the
mother of three adult children and
Apopka High School senior Cameran,
the grandmother of four, and a cancer
survivor. Her life changed in 2016,
when her mother passed away and
grief engulfed her. Not quite a year

later, she was diagnosed with breast
cancer and had to quit her job at Mc-
Donald’s.

Thanks to family, friends, and
the faith she had to support her, Riley
fought the battle bravely. In remission
from that cancer, she was then diag-
nosed with another form of the dis-
ease in 2020 and had to have major
surgery.

Still fighting cancer, wanting to
work, desiring something better for
her life, and tired of her state of mind,
Riley decided to focus on rebuild-
ing her credit. That was spring 2022,
when she also began working for
OCPS. She learned about the Habitat
Financial Academy from a friend and
longtime Habitat homeowner, and en-
rolled in the course. Riley’s determi-
nation and new knowledge bore fruit,
and her score now nears 800. That
friend also encouraged her to apply to
become a future homebuyer and the
rest is history.

At the home dedication, Riley
expressed her feelings of gratitude
to all who supported her journey, and
about the support and love she’s had
from her son Cameran throughout the
months.

“This is a dream come true. I

would like to thank Habitat for giv-
ing me the opportunity to go forth in
the program,” Riley said. “You have
an amazing program and I thank you
for teaching me so much. I'd like to
thank the CEOs for their volunteer
work on my house. Even when I felt
like giving up, you guys encouraged
me to keep fighting and never give up.
I’m proud of myself, and I'm proud of
Cameran, who is ready to move. He
never once said he didn’t want to go
[and help on a job site].”

Learning that Cameran wants to
become a firefighter after graduating
from Apopka High School, Mayor
Demings was thrilled.

“I told him I'm going to help him
become a firefighter. I’ve got my ‘first
dibs’ for him to become an Orange
County firefighter,” Mayor Demings
told the crowd.

Riley’s home was Habitat’s CEO
Build home on Habitat World Build
Day on October 2, 2023, to which
eight corporate CEOs donated their
time, talent, and treasure. Orlando
Credit Union CEQO participated in the
build and came out today to cheer on
Riley.

“I wouldn’t miss this for the
world,” she said.

Like us on
Facebook

Get important news
when it happens!
News that can affect you

Subscribe today at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

The Apopka Chief

The Voice of the Community Since 1922

o In Depth Business & Economic News ¢ Social & Political Changes
e Park & Recreational News ¢ School & Youth Sports
Advertising Opportunities
¢ Elementary & Middle School Updates in Chief Junior

and your family

* Developments that can affect you and your family
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Obituaries

JANE MARTIN VAUGHAN, 92, Zellwood Station, passed away
on December 27, 2023. Jane was born on November 11, 1931 in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, to parents Charles and Ruth Martin. She is predeceased
by her sister (Nancy Jo Martin) and survived by her son Jack Humphrey
(wife Deb), granddaughter Lesley Novoa (husband Lito), great-grand-
daughter Alyssa Novoa, and many dear friends (Diane and Leslie, Jean,

Pauline and Bill).

)
ERIN

S

Honor ;
Your Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about
our designed Obituaries
and Memorials or visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Jane Martin Vaughan,
Zellwood Station, passed away
on December 27, 2023, peace-
fully with her family by her side.
Jane moved up to Zellwood
Station after living many years
in Ft. Lauderdale, where she
retired from Rinker Materials.

She was born November
11, 1931 in Louisville, Kentucky,
to parents Charles and Ruth
Martin. Jane was a graduate
of the University of Kentucky;
an avid University of Kentucky
basketball fan and of course
liked horses.

She enjoyed playing many
different card games and family
time.

She is predeceased by
her sister ( Nancy Jo Martin)
and survived by her son Jack
Humphrey (wife Deb), grand-
daughter Lesley Novoa (hus-
band Lito), great-granddaughter

e Sitin C Yuption

Alyssa Novoa, and many dear
friends (Diane and Leslie, Jean,
Pauline and Bill).

Internment will be at Cave
Hill Cemetery in Kentucky. Jane
did not want a formal service,
but a luncheon at Zellwood
Station will be forthcoming so
friends and family can share
stories and memories.

Where Are You Going?

Someone recently
remarked, in jest, that
he was going to Hell
after telling a joke that
was a bit indelicate,
even if it wasn't exactly
blasphemous. His
remark got me thinking
about the ultimate
destination of our souls,
and what we ought to
think and profess about
that. There are some
who say we should
profess a hi%h degree of
certainty about going
to heaven, perhaps in
the hope that believin

it strongly enoug

migTrjht make it true, or
perhaps just in the hope
that we can raise the
bar a bit on our morals
by professing that we
are future saints. St.

(Romans 3: 26-27)
Who is so sure of their
own faith, after all? Isn’t
it God’s job to examine
our hearts and decide
whether we are goin

to heaven or not, ang
isn't the more humble
approach to say that we
just dont know, and
should not presume to
decide for God? It
certainly isn't obvious
that any of us deserves
eternal bliss, or that our
professions of faith will
grant us instant entr

into heaven. Since aﬁ
have sinned and fallen
short, perhaps the more
honest and humble
approach would be to
say that we just don’t
know where we're

shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31
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Continued from page 1A

a wonderful, protective big
brother.”

On the family’s behalf,
Alonzo Williams Jr.’s son
Alonzo Williams III posted
a statement on his father’s
Facebook page: “It is with
sadness and joy that I share
with you the loss of my dad
Alonzo Williams Jr. who
transitioned on January 9.
I’'m asking that my Face-
book family and friends lift
his wife Betty, his brother
Robert Williams, and my-
self up in love and light.
The joy comes knowing
that he is no longer suf-
fering with the physical
pains and issues of life and

has now entered into the
Masters care. I take joy in
knowing that for the past
two and half years I was
able to take care of him.
There were good times and
bad times, but as the song
goes, ‘I Won’t Complain.’
Dad, you will be missed!
“Rest in eternal peace.”
On February 5, 2020,
Mayor Bryan Nelson is-
sued a proclamation declar-
ing that date as Alonzo Wil-
liams Day. He presented
the document to Williams
himself at the Apopka City
Council meeting the same
day. This was in line with
how, back then, the park at
M A Board street and Haw-
thorne was named Alonzo
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Williams: City of Apopka named a park in his honor

Williams Park in the former
commissioner’s honor.

“I was sorry to hear
about Alonzo Williams’
passing,” Nelson said in a
statement. “As the first Af-
rican-American Commis-
sioner elected to the Apop-
ka City Council, Alonzo
was a trailblazer. He was
very active in our com-
munity and will be sorely
missed.”

Community leader
Monique Morris said she
was “shocked” upon learn-
ing about Williams’ death.

“It was a shock be-
cause [ know he was such a
healthy person and a fight-
er,” Morris said in an inter-
view. “We have lost a great

man.”

Born in  Clarcona
on December 19, 1938,
Alonzo Williams Jr. attend-
ed Orange County pub-
lic schools and graduated
from Phyllis Wheatley Se-
nior High School in 1958.
He worked for several busi-
nesses in Apopka before es-
tablishing businesses of his
own, which included pro-
prietorship of two local res-
taurants.

Williams served as a
deacon at the New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
for approximately 40 years.
He worked with the Apop-
ka Progressive Senior Cit-
izens Club for many years
and served as the club’s

Station: Building may wrap in one year

Continued from page 1A

working through in the
contingency,” Apopka Fire
Chief Sean Wylam told the
Council.

At the meeting, Wyl-
am said construction would
finish in under a year once

groundbreaking takes
place. He said the ground-
breaking would take place
within two weeks of Janu-
ary 3.

The city is looking to
move the temporary Fire
Station 6 to a semi-per-
manent location because

Essential Eye Care
8 rtical

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing
extra precautionary measures within our practice to
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you
have any questions or concerns,
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via caI or text.

lease feel free to

Advent Health Apopka is
ahead of schedule in its
$26.3 million expansion.
The city is exploring
different options for where
to move the temporary fire
station, and is prioritizing
response times as where to
move the fire station, Wyl-

am said.

The permanent Fire
Station 6 will go up on the
northeast corner of Harmon
Road and Ocoee-Apopka
Road, within vicinity of
AdventHealth Apopka at
the S.R. 414/S R. 429 inter-
change.

business manager for sev-
eral of those years.
Williams was living
in Albany, Georgia, for a
few years at the time of his
death. He is survived by his
family including his wife

Alonzo Williams II, and
brother Dr. Robert Wil-
liams.

The city confirmed that
it plans to honor Williams.
The city is waiting for Wil-
liams’ final arrangements to

Betty Hayes Williams, son  be made first.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

SCOTT & ASSOCIATES
ACCOUNTING FIRM INC SERVICES

SMARTER FINANCE, STRONGER BUSINESS:
TAX PREPARATION MADE EASY

¥ Individual Tax Returns ¥ Tax Planning Advice
@ Business Tax Filing @ IRS Audit Assistance
& Tax Deduction Optimization & Non-Profit Tax Filing
@ Self-Employment Taxes ¥ State Tax Returns

& Amended Returns » E-Filing Service

@ Refund Advance ¥ Tax Audit Defense

@+l 321-754-1360 countonscott.com

*****
2024

*ELECTION PROMO ~
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OUR SERVICES

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation,
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care,
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

5% OFF Hats & T-shirts
10% OFF Banners
15% OFF Yard Signs & Decals

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

1%
‘) ®) Lake Apopka
wmeanraanocin | IN@EUKal Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

20% OFF

Glasses

Expires 1/31/24.

Great Frame
Selection

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, S;ite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) * Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

5$250.00 Minimum Order - Expires 02/29/24

AMERICAN

RESIDENTIAL

HEATING & COOLING

The Season for

Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems
Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week

Starf ‘ p— éargoff right.
Subscribe to The Apopka Chief
E-Edition today!

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Call today! (877) 709-1777
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Visit www.TheApopkaChief.co
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The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with
our Buy Back Program!

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and
cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and
cooling system required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations.
Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial customers,
with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for I
details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and 1l
where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.

Offer expires 3/31/2024. 1 400 N' Park Ave., Apopkar Fl— 3271 2
' Phone: 407-886-2777

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating 1

1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial

1 customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center I

1 for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
and where pmh\h\ ted. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001 1

I Offer expires 3/31/2024.

| License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses U1 icense numbers availabl at americanresidential.com/licenses

You may pick up The Planter at the following locations in Apopka area
(delivered on Wednesday each week)

e CVS, Hwy 441/Park Av N Rock Springs Rd

* Fairwinds Credit Union, 441 * Perkins’ Restaurant Parking Lot,
(Across from Wal-Mart) (Victoria Plaza) N Hwy 441

* Hill's MHP, N Hwy 441, South of e Planter Office, 400 N. Park Ave.
Trinity Baptist Church e Plymouth Post Office, Plymouth-

e 7-11 Gas Station, N Hwy 441
and Errol Pkwy
e AdventHealth (new location)
2100 Ocoee-Apopka Rd
e All-In-One Gas, SR 436
* Apopka City Hall, Main St
* Apopka Coin Laundry, Hwy 441 in

e Temple of Faith Church -
Marvin Zanders Av

* Trader Mae’s Artist Shoppes and Home
Décor, N Rock Springs Rd

*Tube Bar & Grille, N Rock Springs Rd
and Kelly Park Rd

» UPS Store (The), N Rock Springs Rd
(Publix Shopping Cener)

* Valencia MHP, N Hwy 441
(beside Home Depot)

® Verona’s Restaurant, Corner Monroe &

Sorrento Rd
e Porkey’s BBQ), Main St
e Post Office, N Park Av
* Publix Grocery Store, N Rock
Springs Rd
* Quick Stop Laundry, N Park Av
* Regency Inn, N Hwy 441
* Robinson’s Restaurant, N Hwy 441
* Rock Springs Gas, N Rock Springs Rd
e Sam’s Discount, 2662 Apopka Blvd

¢ John Bridges Community Ctr, 13th St

e Loaves & Fishes, 8th St

* Lockhart Barber Shop, 7220
Edgewater Dr

Apopka Land Regional Shopping
Center

e Argos Family Diner,
3346 E. Semoran Blvd.

* Apopka Vape, N Park Av

* Beef ‘O’ Brady’s, N Rock Springs Rd
& Welch Rd

* BWI Factory, N Hwy 441

¢ Lockhart Country Cafe (country
cooking),
7153 Rose Ave

* McDonald’s Restaurant, Main St

® McGee Tire, 7th St

* Mom’s Diner, N Hwy 441/Zellwood

Edgewood
* Walgreen’s Pharmacy,
N Rock Springs Rd & Welch Rd
* Water Department. (City of Apopka -

¢ CenturyLink Tel (Embarq), SR 436 * Motel across from Kathy’s Produce near (adjacent to Overland Rd) South of City Hall)
e Chase Bank, corner Hwy 441 & Shoot Straight on Hwy 441 * Seacoast Bank, Main St. * World of Suds Laundry, Main St at
Central Ave e One Florida Bank, 21 E. Third St. * Sobik’s Sub Shop, N Hwy 441 Alabama

e Chamber of Commerce, 180 Main St
* Circle K, N Hwy 441/Zellwood
e Circle K, N Rock Springs Rd

* Orange Blossom KOA, N Hwy 441
(next to BWI)

* Orange County Courthouse Annex,

e Sunbelt Nursing Home, Oak St
* Sunoco Food Mart (N Hwy 441 at
Plymouth-Sorrento Rd

e Zellwood Station MHP, N Hwy 441

(residents only)

4/18/23

Call 407-886-2777 for info

- www.theapopkachief.com
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