
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Planning 
Commission and the Apop-
ka City Council conducted 
a joint workshop to discuss 
suggested edits for the Kel-
ly Park Interchange form-
based code as it affects the 
215-acre mixed use devel-
opment Wyld Oaks, which 
is located at the 429 Belt-
way and West Kelly Park 
Road Interchange in Apop-
ka. 

The workshop took 
place on Tuesday, February 
12, in the council cham-
ber of Apopka City Hall. 
No action was taken at the 
workshop. 

The development team 

of Wyld Oaks has want-
ed to review suggested ed-
its for the form-based code 
they gave to the city. 

“There are so many 
challenges in front of us in 
order for us to be able to at-
tract a great collection of 
tenants and co-creators and 
developers to invest their 
money in what is a really 
difficult market right now, 
particularly for develop-
ers to borrow money,” Jo-
seph Beninati, Wyld Oaks 
founder, told the Council 
and the Planning Commis-
sion. “So, we didn’t know 
any other way to get the 
discussion started than to 
bring a whole team of ex-
perts together and try and 
mark up what we think are 

suggestions.”
According to the form-

based code, “In 2009, the 
City of Apopka prepared 
the Wekiva Parkway Inter-
change Plan as required by 
the Wekiva Parkway and 
Protection Act. The Inter-
change Vision Plan was de-
veloped with a goal to ac-
commodate new develop-
ment that: supports regional 
markets that depend on the 
Wekiva Parkway’s function 
to move people and goods; 
is designed to complement 
the surrounding areas; and 
protects water and wildlife 
resources. 

The regulations con-
tained in this document 

This Saturday, Febru-
ary 17, Austin Duran’s fam-
ily, friends and fellow fire-
fighters will climb 25 sto-
ries of City National Bank 
Tower as a tribute to his 
legacy. They will be par-
ticipating in the American 
Lung Association’s Fight 
For Air Climb Orlando, 
which raises critical funds 
for local programming, re-
search and advocacy initia-
tives.

Austin Duran joined 
the Apopka Fire Depart-
ment in July 2020, after 
serving as a fire explorer in 
high school. Two years lat-
er, at the age of 25, Duran 
was critically injured in a 
workplace incident. While 
recovering in the ICU, he 
developed pneumonia and 
passed. This tragedy high-
lights the dangers fire-
fighters and emergency re-
sponders face in the line of 

duty.  
Only a few months be-

fore his untimely death, 
Austin had participated in 
the Orlando Climb at Ex-
ploria Stadium. He raced 
up more than 1,000 stairs 
while wearing full gear in 
an astonishing 13:02 min-
utes. He was committed to 
raising awareness for lung 
health, as firefighters and 
first responders are at a 
higher risk of developing 

lung disease due to the na-
ture of their work.

At the 2023 Orlando 
Climb, Austin’s parents, 
Gail and Mike Duran, ral-
lied their network to sup-
port the Lung Association 
to honor their son’s life. 
Mike and Gail climbed 
surrounded by friends and 
family, and Mike even 
climbed in Austin’s fire 
jacket. The Apopka Fire 
Department team came out 

in full force.
“We miss Austin ev-

ery day and climb to keep 
his memory alive,” Gail 
and Mike Duran shared in 
a news release. “We are 
honored by the award giv-
en in his name and grate-
ful to have the support of 
the American Lung Asso-
ciation and his crew at the 
Apopka Fire Department 
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Top 10
Apopka High School 
celebrates its Top 10 of Class 
of 2024.
See page 7A.

Happy Valentine’s Day

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, the Apopka Progressive Senior Citizens Club held its Valentine’s Day party 
on Tuesday, February 13, at the John H. Bridges Community Center, 445 W. 13th St., Apopka. The club, 
which boasts over 150 members from all over Central Florida, meets every Tuesday at the Bridges Center 
for activities such as Bible study, exercise, fellowship and recreation, community service and group travel.

The city will host its 
Celebrating Legends of 
Apopka Black History 
Month event on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2024 from 6 
-8 p.m. at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW Build-
ing, 519 S. Central Ave., 
Apopka. 

This event will include 
a special proclamation by 
Mayor Bryan Nelson, in 
honor of the 2024 Legends 
and their families, special 
music by Mark Wright and 
the Wekiva High School 
Chorus, and a reception for 
all attendees.

City will 
host Black 
History 
Month event

Austin Duran

Firefighter’s family to raise money for Lung Association

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Bringing enough food 
to feed about 200 people 
on Thursday, January 25, 
the Gary Sinise Founda-
tion served lunch to Apop-
ka first responders at the 
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building. 

“The men and wom-
en of the Apopka Police 
Department want to thank 
the Gary Sinise Founda-
tion for the recognition and 
support they showed us on 
January 25, 2024. The lun-
cheon was a great opportu-
nity for all the first respond-
ers to relax and feel appre-
ciated. We appreciate the 
foundation taking the time 

to put this event on and rec-
ognize all of Apopka’s first 
responders,” said Police 
Chief Michael McKinley in 
an emailed statement. 

“The Apopka Fire De-
partment deeply values the 
Gary Sinise Foundation’s 
invitation to attend the 
Honorary Serving Heroes 
lunch last Thursday. This 
event was not only a tes-
tament to the Foundation’s 
unwavering commitment 
to supporting our first re-
sponders, but a memora-
ble experience for all who 
attended,” said Jerry May-
nard, spokesman for the 
Apopka Fire Department, 
in an email. 

Founded in 2011 by 
actor Gary Sinise, the Gary 

Sinise Foundation’s mis-
sion is to serve the nation 
by honoring its defenders, 
veterans, first responders, 
their families, and those in 
need. The served lunch was 
done through the founda-
tion’s Serving Heroes ini-
tiative, which shows grati-
tude to veterans and first re-
sponders with meals across 
the nation and at military 
outposts in Germany and 
Korea. 

“Gary Sinise’s motto 
is very simple that while 
we can never do enough 
to show our gratitude, we 
can always do a little bit 
more,” said Larry Kayne, 
the Gary Sinise Founda-

See LUNCH Page 3A

Actor’s foundation serves 
lunch to city’s fire, police

See CODE Page 6A

City reviews suggested edits 
to form-based code as it affects 
Wyld Oaks development

Wekiva’s Tierra Coleman 
takes a shot with an incoming 
defender.
See page 6B.

Behavioral hospital breaks ground on Orange Blossom Trail
City officials and hospital representatives had 
a groundbreaking for Acadia Orlando Health 
at 1452 S. Orange Blossom Trail., Apopka, on 
Thursday, February 15. Representatives for 
the hospital estimated that the facility may 
bring the city an estimated $21 million annu-
al economic impact and about 220 full-time 
jobs. Acadia Orlando Health will be a 144-
bed, two-story, 100,000 square-foot facility 
on about 10.3 acres of property, and will be 
an inpatient facility. Hospital representatives 
said that the hospital would open in 2025. 
The hospital is a partnership between Orlan-
do Health and Acadia Healthcare, which cur-
rently manages behavioral health services at 
Orlando Health South Seminole Hospital.



With winter coming 
to a close and spring on the 
horizon, I have been look-
ing forward to enjoying the 
wonderful spring weath-
er in an Orange County 
park. Our district is home 
to some of the most beauti-
ful parks in Central Florida, 
and it makes me proud to 
know that I represent some 
of the most unique natu-
ral resources in the state. 
With Wekiwa Springs be-
ing located only 25 minutes 
from downtown Orlando, 
it makes it a popular desti-
nation for those seeking a 
refreshing escape from the 
city. 

The park offers a va-
riety of recreational activi-

ties, including swimming, 
snorkeling, and paddling. 
If you have not had the op-
portunity to already do so, 
I implore anyone who re-
sides in my district to visit 
one of the beautiful Springs 
and enjoy the tranquility 
that they bring.

If you are a nature lov-
er, Magnolia Park will be 

the place for you to visit 
this spring. Located just a 
short drive from Apopka, 
Magnolia Park is 56 acres 
of pristine beauty. In 2022, 
Magnolia Park welcomed 
visitors to their new Eco-
Education Center. This 
state-of-the-art Eco-Edu-
cation Center is comprised 
of a park office, reception 
area, and an interactive dis-
play room that includes 
audio-visual learning cen-
ters and eco-related dis-
plays. The Eco-Education 
Center grounds also have 
new eco-friendly pollinator 
gardens, and a new secured 
playground with state-of-

I want reparations!
Take a look at past 

atrocities that handicapped 
people have had to endure 
at the hands of everyone. 

In the past, people with 
disabilities had to grovel  
at the feet of the able- 
bodied for assistance with 
doors, steps, food prepa-
ration, feeding, getting in 
and out of bed. The handi-
capped have been treated 
with disdain and even ha-
tred in some cases. The 
handicapped have been 
institutionalized, used as 
guinea pigs for experimen-

tal drugs, and innumerable 
questionable surgeries that 
may or may not have good 
outcomes. Often treated 
as outsiders, many times 
they would be excluded 
from public places and cel-

ebrations by barriers such 
as steps or rough ground 
where wheelchairs could 
not traverse without having 
to ask someone for help.

It is getting better. Or 
is it? Today, people with 
disabilities are still stigma-
tized in the cost of items 
needed just to keep their 
lives somewhat self-suf-
ficient. Those of you who 
have had disabled friends, 
or loved ones that have 
handicaps, know what 
costs are involved with dai-
ly living, traveling, or at-
tending special occasions. 

For instance, you can 
purchase an ATV (all-ter-
rain vehicle) that will trav-
el over any terrain and take 
you anywhere you want 
to go with all the ameni-
ties of radio, Bluetooth ca-
pabilities, and other bells 
and whistles for less than 
seven thousand dollars. Try 
to buy a new motorized 
wheelchair that only goes 
up to eye level, lays back 
to stave off bed sores, el-
evates legs for comfort and 
to keep legs from swell-
ing, and speeds along at 6-8 
mph. The same wheelchair 

is best used only on level,  
hard-packed, surfaces to 
keep from getting stuck 
somewhere you may not be 
able to get out of without 
assistance. The cost of the 
new chair, usually between 
$15,000 to $23,000, has 
none of the intricacies  
of the ATV with all the 
goodies. 

How about two pieces 
of aluminum that are fas-
tened to a shoe to act as a 
leg brace. Mine had a shoe 
to keep my toes up and 
the other shoe had a one-
inch sole so as I walked 

with forearm crutches I 
could swing the foot with 
the brace through and step 
forward. I could have pur-
chased the shoes for about 
$150 with the elevated 
sole, and the leg brace I 
could have made for $75 
including the top strap 
that attached it to my up-
per calf. The cost the shop 
charged for the prosthetic 
– $1,500.

 I had a contraption 
that fit my right arm that al-
lowed me to hold a pencil, 

Past atrocities for handicapped people lay groundwork for reparation

The Apopka Chief

FFA Week: Apopka’s future farmers 
shine in community engagement 
Story by Marc Shollenberger 
 FFA Alumni member 

 
 In the heart of Apopka, a tradi-

tion deeply embedded in the com-
munity’s agricultural heritage is set 
to bloom with vibrant activities and 
educational outreach as National 
FFA Week approaches. 

This annual festivity, dedicated 
to the National FFA Organization 
(formerly Future Farmers of Amer-
ica), underscores the pivotal role of 
agricultural education and the de-
velopment of future leaders in the 
agriculture sector. 

Timed around George Washing-
ton’s birthday to honor his contribu-
tions as a farmer and agriculturist, 
National FFA Week is more than a 
historical nod; it’s a forward-look-
ing celebration of the youth who 
will shape the future of farming.

This year, Apopka takes pride 
in recognizing National FFA Week 
with a special proclamation at the 
City Hall meeting on February 21, 
emphasizing the city’s commitment 
to agricultural education and the 
FFA’s mission. The proclamation 
is a testament to the importance of 
agriculture in Apopka and the vital 
role that FFA members play in pro-
moting agricultural awareness and 
education throughout the commu-
nity.

Local schools, the nurser-
ies of future agricultural leaders, 
have embraced National FFA Week 
with a series of engaging activities 
aimed at fostering a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of agri-
culture among students of all ages.

Apopka High School is setting 
the stage with a Teacher Apprecia-
tion Breakfast, acknowledging the 
educators who inspire and guide 
students in their agricultural edu-
cation journey. Additionally, the 
school is reaching out to its young-
est learners with a Plant Demon-
stration and Workshop for Pre-K 
students, planting seeds of agricul-
tural curiosity in budding minds.

Apopka Middle School is also 
hosting a Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast, alongside an initiative 
that bridges generations: Reading 

to elementary school children. This 
activity not only promotes literacy 
but also introduces young students 
to the world of agriculture through 
storytelling.

Wolf Lake Middle School is 
taking a creative approach with 
Teacher Appreciation Flower Bas-
kets, using the beauty of agriculture 
to express gratitude to their teach-
ers. Like Apopka Middle School, 
Wolf Lake Middle is engaging in 
reading sessions with elementary 
school children, further strengthen-
ing community ties and fostering an 
early appreciation for agriculture.

Wekiva High School’s 
FFA chapter is bringing its unique 
spirit to National FFA Week with 
a variety of initiatives. Teachers 
will be honored with a range of ap-
preciation plants, symbolizing the 
growth and nurturing environment 
they provide for their students. The 
school is also introducing FFA spe-
cial theme days, each with a cre-
ative twist to engage and celebrate 
the spirit of FFA:

*Sunday kicks off with “Your 
Favorite FFA Memory,” encourag-
ing members to reflect on meaning-
ful experiences.]

*Monday’s “Flag Day” cel-
ebrates patriotism and the impor-
tance of agriculture in national heri-
tage.

*Tuesday is “FFA Drip Day,” 
showcasing FFA pride through ap-
parel.

*Wednesday invites students to 
“Dress like your advisor,” fostering 
a fun, mentor-appreciative atmo-
sphere.

*Thursday’s “Crocs Vs. Hey 
Dudes” day sparks friendly rivalry 
and showcases personal style.

*Friday encourages the “Best 
Southern Outfit,” celebrating re-
gional agricultural roots.

*Saturday concludes the week 
with “SAE Saturday,” focusing on 
Supervised Agricultural Experienc-
es and hands-on learning.

Piedmont Lakes Middle School 
& Wekiva High School are collabo-
rating to host the annual “Piedmont 
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Don’t base my story 
on the chapter you 

walked into.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.”

Hebrews 13:8

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
English for Social Interactions is at 
the North Orange Branch Library 1211 
E. Semoran Blvd., on Tues., Feb. 20, 
from 2-2:45 p.m., in the Meeting Room. 
Come to learn different English idioms 
and phrases that are used to commu-
nicate on a daily basis. You will learn 
the different meanings that idioms and 
phrases can have and how tone and 
context impact meaning.

National FFA Week is more 
than a historical nod; it’s a for-
ward-looking celebration of 
the youth who will shape the 
future of farming.

Guest columnist on the 
importance of our Future Farmers
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Magnolia Park’s magnificence shared

Dear Editor, 
The City of Apop-

ka must support ALL local 
businesses by adopting an 
inclusive bid, procurement, 
and purchasing policy. It is 
time for the City of Apopka 
to operationalize and me-
morialize equity. The De-
cember 6, 2023, invest-
ment policy approved by 
commissioners for City of 
Apopka investment funds 
to be transferred to Mor-
gan Stanley highlights the 
need to protect local Apop-
ka businesses now! 

The Apopka business 
community deserves an in-
clusive bid, procurement 
and purchasing policy to 
protect opportunities for all 
local businesses in Apopka, 
now and tomorrow, regard-
less of by whom or how the 
city is managed in the fu-

ture.
The Apopka Voice and 

some city council members 
have boasted partial and 
misinformation about their 
plans for Apopka invest-
ment funds over the past 
few weeks.  Only pausing 
after Morgan Stanley stat-
ed multiple times during the 
February 7 council meet-
ing (1 hour 53 minutes) in 
that Apopka local banks are 
giving a great rate, and that 
growth will dip and have 
slower returns with Morgan 
Stanley. 

No mention of the 
$45,000 annual fee the city 
commission accepted in a 
3-2 vote, Dec. 6, 2023, de-
spite the pleas from the lo-
cal bank partners and cham-
ber, requesting to pause the 
decision until commission 
could speak with the part-

nering banks. 
1. Keeping Investment 

funds in local community 
banks eliminates the risk of 
loss of principal due to loss-
es in the financial market, 
such as an investment hav-
ing a decline in value.  

2. There is no penalty 
if you need to remove funds 
early from a local bank if an 
investment isn’t doing well.  
There is no risk of loss of 
principal with the commu-
nity banks if the bank were 
to fail. Florida statute re-
quires that municipal de-
posits be collateralized with 
liquid securities to further 
protect the people’s mon-
ey. Florida has a Qualified 
Public Depository (QPD) 
rating system. Morgan 
Stanley does not. Creating a 

See LETTER Page 4A

Time to plan for local bid practices
See MOORE Page 4A

See HAYDEN Page 4A

See Agriculture Page 4A



tion Florida Chapter presi-
dent. “So what the Serving 
Heroes program is, which 
I did today, was for the 
Apopka firefighters and the 
police department, to show 
our gratitude for the 365/24 
hours a day that they’re 
working. It’s just a small to-
ken to show them that they 
are appreciated for every-
thing they do.”

Last Thursday was the 
first time the Gary Sinise 
Foundation came to Apop-
ka. Any remaining food 
from the lunch would get 
donated, Kayne said. 

Collaborating with the 
Apopka Fire Department, 
Apopka Police Depart-
ment and the Gary Sinise 
Foundation on last weeks’ 
Serving Heroes program 
were Mission BBQ Ovie-
do, veterans advocate Mary 
“Navy Mom Mary” Ingras-

sia, and the Apopka Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post 
10147.

Kayne had reached out 
to Maynard and spokesman 
Jason Wiggins of the Apop-
ka Police Department about 
setting up the Serving He-
roes lunch. 

The Florida Chapter 
tries to do two Serving He-
roes events a month in var-
ious areas across Central 
Florida, Kayne said. 

For every dollar that 
comes into the Gary Sinise 
Foundation, 84 cents goes 
back to the foundation’s 
causes. 

“We operate very min-
imally. We are not a fat or-
ganization,” Kayne said. 
“I don’t know what other 
word to use. It’s all about 
giving. It’s not about us, it’s 
about the people out here.”

According to Wiggins, 
there is an intention to re-
peat the lunch in the future, 

but to his knowledge, the 
foundation will recognize 
other municipalities over 
the next few years and then 
circle back around to Apop-
ka.

A collaboration be-
tween Apopka police and 
the Gary Sinise Foundation 
on other programs or events 
will depend on availabili-
ty,” Wiggins said. 

“We would like to, but 
we know they are highly 
sought after, so it will de-
pend on availability. APD 
has many events throughout 
the year and if the Gary Si-
nise Foundation partnered 
with us, these event(s) 
would have an even bigger 
and better impact for the 
citizens of Apopka,” Wig-
gins said in an email. 

Maynard said didn’t 
have specific details about 
future Serving Heroes 
lunch events for Apopka 
first responders, but praised 
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Continued from page 1A

Lunch: Mission BBQ Oviedo, VFW Post 
10147 and a local vets advocate helped
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the Gary Sinise Foundation 
for its work and also men-
tioned that the AFD would 
love to consider collaborat-
ing with the foundation in 
future programs and events. 

“Collaboration be-
tween the Apopka Fire De-
partment and the Gary Si-
nise Foundation on other 
programs or events is some-
thing we would love to con-
sider and be a part of. Part-
nerships like these foster a 
sense of appreciation and 
camaraderie, boosting mo-
rale by recognizing and 
honoring the dedication to 
public service that our First 
Responders have,” May-
nard said..

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,  

Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.



plan to diversify investment funds to grow 
the funds makes sense. 

3. Adopt a new policy that helps local 
businesses, and does not decrease local in-
vestment funds. Keeping the old bid op-
portunity policies of only 3 percent for lo-
cal preference while continuing to have NO 
small/minority bid opportunity policies in 
place prevents the city from keeping pric-
ing competitive and from supporting local 
businesses. Local, competitive, and quali-
fied businesses should come first and have 
bid opportunity preference over out-of-state 
bidders. 

The National League of Cities newslet-
ter that came out February 10, 2024, shared 
case studies of community and city leaders 
across the nation highlighting equity in their 
practices when working with, and selecting 
investment banks, asset managers, and de-
posit institutions, placing emphasis on these 
to ensure that the banking teams they work 
with reflect the residents they serve. “How 
City Leaders Are Using Public Finance for 
Racial Equity”, S. Pedrosa (1/26/2024). 
This initiative began in 2020, NLC, Febru-
ary 10, 2024. 

Apopka City government needs to 
adopt an Inclusive Procurement and Pur-
chasing Policy, and operationalize equity 
for local, small, minority, veteran, women, 
and disabled-owned businesses.

An equity informed procurement and 

purchasing policy is an entry point for city 
leaders to broaden and memorialize equi-
ty practices, while quickly making strides 
and positive local economic impact through 
municipal infrastructure projects, and sup-
portive service needs throughout all city 
departments and projects. On January 12, 
2023, private developers building in Apop-
ka pledged to give “Apopkans’ building 
Apopka” a chance, and met multiple times 
throughout 2023. 

The Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce supports Apopka operationalizing 
equity and local inclusive economic devel-
opment policies for all Apopka businesses. 
Ask the city to increase local bid opportu-
nity preference from 3 percent to 10 percent 
and adopt an inclusive procurement and 
purchasing bid opportunity preference pol-
icy. Support the local business communi-
ty. Join the Chamber for our next Business 
Expo and Construction/Trades Social, April 
18, 4-8 pm. Register on apopkachamber.org 

Educate yourself on where local can-
didates stand on supporting, hiring, and in-
vesting locally. Vote March 19. 

Seat 3.
Candidate, Nadia Anderdon   
Incumbent, Nick Nesta        

Seat 4
Candidate, Darryl Richardson 
Candidate, Eric Mock

Cate Manley, President & CEO, 
Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce
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Send a letter to the Editor online www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?

Letter: Inclusive bid process needed

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Pe-
riodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act 
of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is 
published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 
North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community 
weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office407-703-1701
City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111
Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint407-836-4357
Utilities407-836-5515
All other departments407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment407-317-3233
Bus routes407-317-3800
Superintendent407-317-3200
School Board407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707

Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

the-art age-appropriate 
play equipment, fall protec-
tion, shade coverage for the 
playground, and benches to 
optimize the experience. 

I worked closely with 
Parks and Recreation in de-
signing this inclusive play-
ground which children liv-
ing with disabilities can 
enjoy. For boaters, fish-
ing enthusiasts, and those 
just wanting to enjoy the 
views of the lake, there is 
a new boardwalk, fishing 
pier, and floating docks for 
use by all on Lake Apopka. 
There are new paved walk-
ways, benches for seating, 
and handicap access to a 

newly renovated pavilion 
for picnicking and planned 
functions. The nearby Lake 
Apopka loop trail. that is 
14.6-mile/29.2-mile round 
trip. makes this entire part 
of the lake welcoming to 
all. 

You can also camp 
overnight at Magnolia 
Park. Tents and RVs are 
acceptable. All campsites 
have fire rings, grills, pic-
nic tables, lantern hangers, 
water, and electricity. Pets 
are allowed if properly reg-
istered.

This year, the Unit-
ed Nations Environmental 
Program included Magno-
lia Park as one of their des-
ignated sites on their global 

map as destinations that are 
worthy of visiting to see ef-
fective restoration efforts 
in person. The UNEP high-
lights ecological restoration 
efforts throughout North 
America, and in February 
2023, the UNEP honored 
Lake Apopka when Mag-
nolia Park received recog-
nition as one of the United 
Nations’ restoration road 
trip destinations.

For more information 
about Magnolia Park, or 
one of the many beautiful 
parks we have in the coun-
ty, visit the Orange County 
Parks and Recreation web-
site at orangecountyfl.net 
and click on Parks & Rec, 
or call 407-836-6280.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Magnolia Park gives choices

a spoon, or other objects 
that would fit in the palm 
of my hand. I could pick up 
things with it and although 
it was handy, the cost for 
the parts to build that boon-
doggle (my estimate) was 
around one hundred dol-
lars. The cost of the assem-
bled prosthesis was eight 
hundred dollars.

Do not even think 
about getting a vehicle that 
is set up to drive with spe-
cial equipment and acces-
sories to assist you into the 
interior. A new van with 
hand controls, in-floor 
or fold-out ramp, and a 
transfer seat will roll your 
britches’ legs up to the tune 
of $80,000 – $125,000 ac-
cording to what amenities 
you choose. The same vans 
without handicap accesso-
ries would run $30,000 – 
$50,000. If you have doubts 

about what I am saying, 
visit a store that deals only 
with handicap accesso-
ries, but be prepared to be 
amazed at the items and 
their prices. 

I was an Ironworker 
who never needed much 
help. I could physically 
handle most things alone, 
but after an accident that 
shattered my spine at the 
neck level, I became as 
helpless as a baby. I spent 
three months in the hospital 
and the rehab center where 
they tried to teach me how 
to sit up, use a cuff to hold 
my spoon or fork and feed 
myself. More than anything 
else, they tried to teach me 
how to cope with my in-
abilities. While in the rehab 
hospital in Denver, Colora-
do, I felt almost normal be-
cause everyone I was with 
had a handicap of some 
kind, and we enjoyed each 
other without prejudice. 

When I returned home 
to Apopka, I immediately 
became aware I was in a 
different atmosphere. Be-
ing handicapped is not a 
cake walk. It is a struggle 
day-to-day. Being discrim-
inated against because of 
ignorance is bearable, but 
being segregated because 
of disabilities fosters an an-
ger that, if left unchecked, 
can turn into bitterness and 
self-isolation. 

The feeling of being 
different is overwhelm-
ing and makes you uncom-
fortable in numerous situ-
ations. 

I have thought it over 
and I have decided that if 
people who were never 
slaves can demand repara-
tions from folks who never 
owned slaves, then I should 
be able to demand repara-
tions from people who were 
never disabled. 

Whaddya think?

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Handicap needs are pricey!

Continued from page 2A

Palooza,” an event designed to 
showcase the Agriculture program 
to future students from Piedmont 
Lakes Middle School. This part-
nership highlights the continuum 
of agricultural education within the 
community, inspiring younger stu-
dents with opportunities that await 
in high school.

These activities, rich in com-
munity spirit and educational val-
ue, exemplify the essence of Na-
tional FFA Week. They not only 
highlight the importance of agri-
cultural education in shaping future 
leaders, but also demonstrate the 
community’s role in nurturing this 
growth. Through workshops, appre-
ciation events, literacy initiatives, 

and thematic celebrations, Apop-
ka’s schools are laying the ground-
work for a future where agriculture 
continues to be a cornerstone of the 
community’s identity.

As Apopka prepares to cele-
brate National FFA Week, the com-
munity stands united in its support 
for the FFA’s mission. The special 
proclamation by the city, along with 
the schools’ initiatives, serves as a 
beacon of commitment to agricul-
tural education and the develop-
ment of the next generation of lead-
ers in agriculture. 

National FFA Week is a time of 
celebration, education, and appre-
ciation, and Apopka is proud to be 
at the forefront of this important ob-
servance.

mshollenberger9@gmail.com

Continued from page 2A

Agriculture: Community unites
Columbia Falls, Maine, 
and 
Washington, D.C.  
February 13, 2024 

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica (WAA), in collabora-
tion with the Library of 
Congress Veterans Histo-
ry Project (VHP), proudly 
announces the launch of a 
new, free webinar series for 
educators. 

These four-part quar-
terly webinars aim to equip 
educators and youth of all 
ages with the vast resources 
available from the Library 
of Congress and will fo-
cus on how teachers and 
students can participate in 
collecting, preserving, and 
sharing veterans’ stories 
critical to our nation’s his-
tory and the teaching of the 
next generation about the 
value of freedom.

The series will kick off 
on Tuesday, March 19, at 4 
p.m. ET /1 p.m. PT and be 
co-hosted by Cindy Tatum, 
Wreaths Across America 
Curriculum Developer and 
Gold Star Mother, and An-
drew Huber, Senior Liai-
son, Library of Congress 
Veterans History Project. 
Later dates for the remain-
ing webinars in the se-
ries include May 14, Au-
gust, and October to be 
announced. Registration 
is now open for the first 
event. .

“One of the goals of 
this webinar series is to 
provide valuable resources 
to educators as well as stu-
dents, who we know will 
benefit from developing 
listening and interviewing 
skills, developing a more 
impactful understanding of 
history from sharing per-
sonal stories and learning 
more about multi-media 
practices,” said Cindy Ta-
tum, Curriculum Developer 
for Wreaths Across Amer-
ica. “To have this opportu-
nity to collaborate with the 
Veterans History Project 

through the Library of Con-
gress is an expansion of our 
TEACH program we hoped 
for as we aim to empow-
er educators to inspire the 
next generation.”

Educators’ takeaways 
from webinar participa-
tion include developing a 
more thorough understand-
ing of the use of the Library 
of Congress as an educa-
tional resource; providing 
a project for experiential 
learning for students in de-
veloping interviewing tech-
niques and listening skills; 
increasing awareness of the 
WAA K-12 curriculum and 
wreath-laying projects that 
develop community devel-
opment and leadership op-
portunities for students.

“This webinar series is 
designed to give educators 
and classrooms all the tools 
they need to start using the 
Veterans History Project 
website for primary source 
research and create their 
own primary source materi-
als for inclusion in the Proj-
ect,” said Andrew Huber, 
Senior Liaison, Library of 
Congress Veterans History 
Project. “Participants will 
learn about VHPs standards 
and requirements as well 
as basic oral history tech-
niques so they can join the 
dozens of schools nation-
wide documenting and pre-
serving the history of our 
nation’s veterans. Hearing 
and collecting these incred-
ible firsthand accounts of 
U.S. veterans is an unfor-
gettable experience for any 
student interested in Ameri-
can history.”

Educators and home-
schoolers are encouraged 
to explore the TEACH pro-
gram curriculum and stay 
informed about new lesson 
plans on WAA’s website 
at www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.org/teach. 

The program offers a 
comprehensive curriculum 
tailored for kindergarten 

through high school, en-
gaging students with stories 
of courage and character 
while emphasizing charac-
ter development and ser-
vice projects.

For more information 
regarding the Library of 
Congress Veterans History 
Project, please visit https://
www.loc.gov/programs/
veterans-history-project/
about-this-program/

About Wreaths Across 
America

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica is a 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization founded to 
continue and expand the 
annual wreath-laying cere-
mony at Arlington National 
Cemetery, which was be-
gun by Maine businessman 
Morrill Worcester in 1992. 
The organization’s year-
long mission – Remember, 
Honor, Teach – is carried 
out in part by coordinating 
wreath-laying ceremonies 
in December at Arlington 
and thousands of veterans’ 
cemeteries and other loca-
tions in all 50 states and 
beyond. To learn how you 
can join the mission, please 
visit www.wreathsacrossa-
merica.org.
About the Library of 
Congress

The Library of Con-
gress is the world’s largest 
library, offering access to 
the creative record of the 
United States — and exten-
sive materials from around 
the world — both on-site 
and online. 

It is the main research 
arm of the U.S. Congress 
and the home of the U.S. 
Copyright Office. Explore 
collections, reference ser-
vices, and other programs 
and plan a visit at loc.gov; 
access the official U.S. fed-
eral legislative information 
site at congress.gov; and 
register creative works of 
authorship at copyright.
gov.

Veterans History Project to launch 
a new Webinar Series for 2024
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The Northwest Orange Republican 
Women Federated (NORWF) is offering 
the Alice Beth Miner Memorial Scholar-
ship in the amount of $2,000. 

This scholarship is in honor of Alice 
Beth Miner, a resident of Apopka who was 
well known for her community involve-
ment and outstanding dedication. This is 
not a need-based scholarship.

The scholarship is open to any grad-
uating high school senior, full-time under-
graduate or graduate college student, and 
applicants already accepted into or attend-
ing an accredited college. Applicants must 
be registered, or pre-registered Republi-
cans living in Orange County and have 
demonstrated leadership on campus, place 
of worship or in the community. Applicants 
must have participated in the campaign 
process, either as a candidate (in an organi-
zation at school or in the community) or by 

helping with a campaign.
The application is online at norwf.org.
For more information, email or call 

Marty Harrison, scholarship committee 
chair, at 407-493-0471 or email at mar-
tyaoii@aol.com. Deadline for accepting 
applications will be no later than Friday, 
March 24, with the award presented at the 
NORWF April general membership meet-
ing.

Send completed applications to ei-
ther NORWF, c/o Marty Harrison, Scholar-
ship Chair, P. O. Box 56, Apopka, 32704-
0056 or to Marty Harrison, Scholarship 
Chair, 1231 Lake Piedmont Circle, Apop-
ka, 32712.

The Northwest Orange Republican 
Women Federated, a grassroots organiza-
tion, is dedicated to promoting political, 
cultural and civic goals in a conservative 
tradition of individual rights and freedoms.

GOP woman’s club offering 
$2,000 memorial scholarship

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following
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Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 

407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

AOS Apopka Offi  ce Supply
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712407-889-4455
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The Apopka Chief
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400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
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Read page by page.
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Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
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Business & Economic News
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Church News
Classifi eds
and so much more
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Staying connected is now
easier than ever… 
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BIGGER LOGO

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-549-6518CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN 
#IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN 
#IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
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SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, a� ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
#
      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!

Trendy Kids
We Buy Kids Things

303 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-778-8010

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

Fri., February 16, 2024
thru 

Sun., February 18, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

DISCOUNT DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95 

with the Regal Crown Club Card 
(Excluding Holidays). 

• SAT. ONLY, 
•• FRI. & SUN ONLY

THE CHOSEN: SEASON 4 EPI
SODES 46 (NR) 12:2O; 3:30; 7:50
BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (PG-13) 
12:30; 1:20; 3:20; 4:20; 6:20; 7:20
MADAME WEB (PG-13) 12:40; 
3:40; 7:00; 7:40
ANYONE BUT YOU: THE VALEN
TINE ENCORE (R) 1:30
LISA FRANKENSTEIN (PG-13) 
4:10; 6:50
ARGYLLE (PG-13) 12:50; 4:00; 7:10 
THE BEEKEEPER (R) 1:00; 4:40; 
7:30
MIGRATION (PG) 1:40••; 2:10•
WONKA (PG) 4:30
KID: TROLLS (PG) 11:20A•
KID: HOW TO TRAIN YOUR 
DRAGON (PG) 11:50A•

Publication dates Feb 9, 16, 23 & March 1

In cooperation with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 
Orange County, Florida, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA), has prepared a Tier 2 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA), as required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, for the proposed replacement of 
approximately 13.13 miles of vintage steel and vintage plastic 
polyethylene (PE) pipe in multiple areas of the system with 
modern polyethylene pipe. PHMSA published a Tier 1 Nation-
wide EA for the Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety 
and Modernization Grant Program (NGDISM) on November 
9, 2022.  The stated purpose of NGDISM is for municipality 
or community owned utilities to repair, rehabilitate, or replace 
its natural gas distribution pipeline system or portions thereof 
or to acquire equipment to (1) reduce incidents and fatalities 
and (2) avoid economic losses by providing grant opportunities 
to municipality or community owned utilities. The Tier 1 EA is 
available at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/
fi les/2023-07/Tier-1-PHMSA-2022-0123-0001.pdf. The Tier 2 
EA is available for review and comment on the web at https://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/working-phmsa/grants/pipe-
line/tier-2-site-specifi c-environmental-documents and a copy 
is available at Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter 
Garden Vineland Road, Winter Garden, FL 3478. Please 
submit all comments to: PHMSABILGrantNEPAComments@
dot.gov and reference NGDISM-FY22-EA-2023-20 in your 
response. Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 
PHMSA has issued a No Historic Properties Affected fi nding 
which is available for review in the Tier 2 EA. Comments on the 
Tier 2 EA are due by March 11, 2024.

PHMSA Environmental Review 
Notice of Availability

In cooperation with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 
Orange County, Florida, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA), has prepared a Tier 2 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA), as required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, for the proposed replacement of 
approximately 13.13 miles of vintage steel and vintage plastic 
polyethylene (PE) pipe in multiple areas of the system with 
modern polyethylene pipe. PHMSA published a Tier 1 Nation-
wide EA for the Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety 
and Modernization Grant Program (NGDISM) on November 
9, 2022.  The stated purpose of NGDISM is for municipality 
or community owned utilities to repair, rehabilitate, or replace 
its natural gas distribution pipeline system or portions thereof 
or to acquire equipment to (1) reduce incidents and fatalities 
and (2) avoid economic losses by providing grant opportunities 
to municipality or community owned utilities. The Tier 1 EA is 
available at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/
fi les/2023-07/Tier-1-PHMSA-2022-0123-0001.pdf. The Tier 2 
EA is available for review and comment on the web at https://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/working-phmsa/grants/pipe-
line/tier-2-site-specifi c-environmental-documents and a copy 
is available at Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter 
Garden Vineland Road, Winter Garden, FL 3478. Please 
submit all comments to: PHMSABILGrantNEPAComments@
dot.gov and reference NGDISM-FY22-EA-2023-20 in your 
response. Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 
PHMSA has issued a No Historic Properties Affected fi nding 
which is available for review in the Tier 2 EA. Comments on the 
Tier 2 EA are due by March 11, 2024.

PHMSA Environmental Review 
Notice of Availability

Got
EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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have been incorporated into 
the City’s Land Develop-
ment Code by reference 
to implement the Wekiva 
Parkway Interchange Plan.”

The groundbreaking 
ceremony for Wyld Oaks 
was held on January 19. The 
development will feature 
several amenities including 
up to 200,000 square feet 
of retail and outparcels, two 
hotels, 3,000 to 4,000 mul-
tifamily and condominium 
residences, expansive out-
door entertainment venue, 
up to 200,000 square feet of 
office space, a 10-acre park 
and preserve called Yonder, 
and a section named Wyld 

Continued from page 1A

Code: ‘People okay with more homes as 
long as they get amenities,’ mayor says 

Green that will include a 
multi-use trail network. 
The first 325 residences 
have been designed and 
will break ground this year. 

This year’s demand for 
Wyld Oaks retail is estimat-
ed to be nearly $1.1 billion, 
while supply is only $700 
million, leaving a gap of 
about $400 million, accord-
ing to a Wyld Oaks press 
release. 

As of 2023, approx-
imately 12,900 current 
and future households are 
growing in the Apopka area 
surrounding Wyld Oaks. 

City Commissioner 
Kyle Becker asked that the 
Wyld Oaks team better pri-
oritize what it would like to 
see in the form-based code. 
In reviewing the develop-
ment team’s suggested ed-
its for the form-based code, 
Becker noticed that many 
edits were related to densi-
ty of residential units.

Regarding how the 
Wyld Oaks team’s interac-
tion has been with city staff, 
Becker said that, “It was 
pretty daunting when we 
get a 100 some-odd page 
document and there’s a lot 
of red lines,” Becker said. 
“So, for me, I’m trying to 
prioritize what’s most im-
portant versus stuff that’s 
down the line that may be 
administrative in nature or 
at the bottom where we’re 

squabbling over maybe the 
definition of something 
when there’s no clearly de-
fined definition anyway.” 

During public com-
ment, resident Rogers 
Beckett thanked the Plan-
ning Commission and the 
City Council for “embark-
ing on this amazing proj-
ect.” 

“If these pictures that 
we saw here can come to 
Apopka, I think it’d be fab-
ulous, because right now 
we have to go to these des-
tinations that you guys ref-
erenced,” Beckett said. 
“So, if this can be the bea-
con to where people start to 
travel our direction, I think 
it makes it best for every-
one. I know it’s been a big 
thing about Fifth Street, but 
I think this will blow the 
doors off of that and just 
kind of open our area up 
to something that we’ve all 
thought would happen.” 

Mayor Bryan Nelson 
said that, to him, the city 
commissioners and plan-
ning Commission members 
want to see Wyld Oaks be a 
success because of the po-
tential it could bring to the 
Apopka area. 

“I think from the pub-
lic perspective, we’d all 
also agree that people are 
okay with higher densi-
ties as long as they get the 
amenities that they want. 

So, I think there’s that, and 
then obviously infrastruc-
ture has been mentioned by 
quite a few people,” Nelson 
said. 

“Then, second, is peo-
ple are okay with more 
homes, as long as they get 
amenities that come with 
that. I think if we get real 
heavy residential and very 
few restaurants and shop-
ping, then people will be 
less apt to support the proj-
ect.”

Nelson brought up 
Becker’s point about Wyld 
Oaks prioritizing what it 
wants in a revised form-
based code. 

“To Commissioner 
Becker’s point, let’s kind of 
break it down in some dif-
ferent silos. I would like 
y’all to just get rid of a lot 
of these red lines, just... 
that’s silly,” Nelson said. 

Nelson asked the Wyld 
Oaks team if there is a time-
line to submit a formal ap-
plication. Beninati said he 
and his team will get back 
to the city with an answer. 

“It’s a very, very im-
portant question, especially 
if we’re going to use Com-
missioner Becker’s frame-
work,” Beninati said. “So, I 
think we’ll need to huddle 
internally and then come 
back, put a well-thought 
answer.” 

All public/legal 
notices printed in 

The Apopka Chief 
are also loaded 
to our website: 

theapopkachief.com
as well as to 

the state-wide 
Florida Press Association’s 

website:
floridapublicnotices.com

Both Websites 
have searchable 

capabilities.
The Apopka Chief, 
400 N. Park Ave., 
Apopka FL 32712

legals@ theapopkachief.com
407-886-2777
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1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Ford Cour tesy Transpor tation Vehicle (retired ser vice loaner).  1.9% APR financing for 72 months available 
on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financ-
ing through Ford Credit.  Not all  buyers will  qualify.  1.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per 
$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 1.9% offer is not compatible with other factor y incentives. 

Residenc y restrictions apply. Ends 2/29/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

  Save
$8,200 to

$11,250
off  MSRP

+
for 72 MOS.

  1.9% APR

2023 F-150 XLT
SUPERCREW

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Ford Cour tesy Transpor tation Vehicle (retired ser vice loaner).  1.9% APR financing for 72 months available 
on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financ-
ing through Ford Credit.  Not all  buyers will  qualify.  1.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per 
$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 1.9% offer is not compatible with other factor y incentives. 

Residenc y restrictions apply. Ends 2/29/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

2023 F-150 XLT
SUPERCREW   Save

$8,200 to
$11,250
off  MSRP

+
for 72 MOS.

  1.9% APR

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about 
our Business Profile program or e-mail

ads@TheApopkaChief.com 
Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

Grow Your Business
With Local Advertising

Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your 
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households 
in our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an 
advertising vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation 
to work for your business with a strategic advertising plan that 
will help build your brand and bring more customers to your 
door.

To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

& The Planter

ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

Need to send 
or receive a 

FAX?
AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Send us Your News
Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Apopka High School celebrates Top 10

Apopka High School announced and 
celebrated its Top 10 graduating seniors 
for the Class of 2024 on Monday, 
February 12, at the school. The Top 
10 academic students also included 
announcing the valedictorian and 
salutatorian. The following are the Top 
10 graduating seniors by rank: (1) Thony 
Ramos (pictured right, with his mother), 
(2) Elijah Nuebel, (3) Emerson Sheyda, 
(4) Matthew Nguyen, (5) Samuel 
Nuebel, (6) Manuel John, (7) Ethan 
Korkes, (8) Jayson Monks, (9) Daniel 
McAleer, (10) Emelee Newball.

The Apopka Woman’s Club is 
offering scholarships to young wom-
en who are graduating high school 
seniors and also to an adult woman 
who is continuing her education. 

High school seniors and adult 
applicants must have lived in ZIP 
codes 32703, 32704, or 32712 for 
two years. The applications for both 

categories of ladies can be found 
on the Apopka Woman’s Club web-
site apopkawomansclub.org under 
the Scholarship tab. The five $1,500 
awards will include one from the Ei-
leen Langley Scholarship fund, a me-
morial established by her family to 
honor the dedicated and longtime 
member. 

Applications are being accepted 
now and will be accepted until Satur-
day, March 23, at 5 p.m. The recipi-
ents will be honored at a dinner on 
April 16. 

For questions, contact Christy 
Faircloth at cfaircloth@mindspring.
com. 

Apopka Woman’s Club to give out 
scholarships to graduating seniors

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

PUB DATE: 02/15/24 - 02/16/24

PUB DATE: 02/08, 02/09

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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Wacky Cornhole Toss will be held February 17, 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., by the People of Wekiwa 
Springs (POWS) at the corner of Votaw Park (cor-
ner lot on Votaw and Thompson roads). The event 
will bring laughter, friendly competition and 
community spirit to the neighborhood. Regard-
less of whether you are a seasoned cornhole play-
er or new to the game, this event is the perfect op-
portunity to enjoy a few hours of the day outdoors 
with friends, family and neighbors in the Wekiwa 
Springs area. Register for the event at wekiwa-
springs,com/event/pows-cornhole-tourney-2024.

Wacky Cornhole Toss 
will be held February 17

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., FEB. 17 
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

FEB. 1
7

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

Presidents Day is 
Monday, February 19

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
invites the public to celebrate the opening of the Wekiva 
Parkway at a free community festival on Saturday, 
February 24.

The festival is being held from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
Neighborhood Lakes Trailhead, 26656 County Road 
(C.R.) 46A, Sorrento, FL 32776.

Enjoy free music, trail tours, a bike ride, nature exhibits, 
booths and games, and a tree planting ceremony.

If you would like to secure a booth for this big event, 
please contact:
Mary Brooks at Info@WekivaParkway.com.

8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Neighborhood Lakes Trailhead

26656 46A, Sorrento

Celebrate with Us!
Wekiva Parkway

Free Community Festival
February 24, 2024

02/16 - 02/22

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627 FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the 
generous Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of sight or hearing for so MANY. 

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka • 407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

If you have old glasses or hearing aids 
you no longer need, please take them to

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the 
generous Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of sight or hearing for so MANY. 

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka • 407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

If you have old glasses or hearing aids 
you no longer need, please take them to

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com



continue his legacy.”
This Saturday, Gail 

Duran, alongside friends, 
family and Apopka fire-
fighters, will return to the 
Fight For Air Climb as 
“AFD Austin’s Army” to 
continue Austin’s lega-
cy. Together with the sup-
port of the local communi-
ty, AFD Austin’s Army has 

raised more than $10,600 
to support lung health ini-
tiatives. Currently, they 
are more than halfway to 
reaching their 2024 goal of 
$3,000.

The Lung Association, 
in collaboration with the 
Duran family and Apop-
ka Fire Rescue, will hon-
or Austin’s memory by 
presenting the “Fight For 
Air Climb Austin Duran 

Award” to the firefighter 
who raises the most funds. 
The honorary award was 
created in 2023, and the 
Lung Association has com-
mitted to continuing the 
award each year to keep 
Austin’s memory alive.

The American Lung 
Association has continued 
admiration for all of the lo-
cal firefighters and emer-
gency responders and is 

thankful for their continued 
support of the Fight For Air 
Climb.

Participants can form a 
new team, join an existing 
team or register as an in-
dividual climber. Registra-
tion for the Fight For Air 
Climb Orlando is $35 and 
includes a $100 fundraising 
minimum. For more infor-
mation, and to register, vis-
it climborlando.org.

Climb: Austin’s Army has raised over 
$10K to support lung health initiatives

The Apopka Chief, February 16, 2024, Page 8A

Continued from page 1A
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

RUN DATES: 02/08/24, 02/09/24

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 2/29/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
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Since 2008, Park 
Avenue Animal Hospi-
tal has been providing 
a wide variety of ser-
vices to keep your furry, 
four-legged friends in 
the best of health. With 
cutting-edge technology 
and the bedside manner 
of a small-town doctor, 
they’re equipped to han-
dle almost any ailment 
your pet may face. 

Now that warmer 
weather is just around 
the corner, it’s important 
to mention the impor-
tance of flea and tick pre-
vention. Fleas and ticks 
don’t just cause your 
pet discomfort through 
bites, they can also lead 
to serious diseases.  The 
cost of prevention is al-
ways less than the cost 
of treatment, so make 
sure your pet is protect-
ed. 

Flea and tick preven-
tatives are simple, con-
venient, and effective at 
killing parasites that are 
attracted to your pet. 

Tick and flea preven-
tative should be admin-
istered year-round start-
ing at 8 weeks of age. Al-
though ticks and fleas 
tend to show up in the 
warmer months when 
more time is spent out-
doors, larvae and adults 
can hide out in a multi-
tude of places, such as 
other animals, bushes, 
and shrubbery, as well 
as in flooring, carpets, 
and sofas in your home.

Make “tick checks” 
par t  of  your rou-
tine.  When you set-

tle down with your pet, 
pay close attention. If 
you spot a tick, remove 
it right away with a pair 
of fine-tipped tweezers. 
Grasp the tick as close 
to the skin as possible 
and pull directly outward 
with steady force. Don’t 
forget to disinfect the 
bite area thoroughly af-
ter tick removal.

Your pet may not 
show symptoms of be-
ing bitten by a tick or flea 
right away. In most cas-
es, you will not actually 
see a tick or flea unless 
your pet has an allergic 
reaction to the bite(s). 
Only a blood test can 
confirm an illness was 
transmitted by a tick or 
flea.

While dogs and cats 
are the most popular 
choice for most pet own-
ers, the doctors at Park 
Avenue Animal Hospi-
tal have a special place 
in their hearts for all ani-
mals, furry, feathery, or 
scaly.

With more than 60 
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have 
gone well beyond stan-

dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of 
animal care to include 
reptiles, rabbits, ferrets, 
birds, guinea pigs, and 
more. Whether it’s an 
annual checkup or a crit-
ical emergency, they are 
prepared to handle any 
situation.

Fully equipped with 
diagnostic and surgical 
tools to meet practically 
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital 
can provide reasonably 
priced medical and sur-
gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-
ting designed to take the 
stress out of visiting your 
vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and 
behavioral advice are 
just some of the services 
provided by the doctors 
and staff in a beautiful 
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.  

With Park Avenue 
Animal Hospital’s con-
venient location at 847 
N. Park Avenue (Rock 
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka, affordable help for all 

your pets is readily avail-
able!

Whether dog or 
cat, ferret or chinchilla, 
gecko or bearded drag-
on, parakeet, or macaw 
(even the occasional 
hawk or owl!), at Park 
Avenue Animal Hos-
pital, the goal remains 
unchanged: to provide 
affordable healthcare 
for pets without sacrific-
ing quality medical care, 
and to provide consis-
tent, reliable informa-
tion for pet owners a 
help them make the best 
decisions for their pets’ 
health.

You’ll find that the 
staff at Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital think of 
their clients and the peo-
ple of Apopka as part 
of their family. They are 
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make 
sure that everyone feels 
welcome in their clinic.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule 
an appointment or visit 
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

The arrival of warmer weather brings strolls in the park and other outdoor 
activities. It also marks the beginning of tick and fl ea season. Ready to care for 
your beloved pet are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. Turgai, Dr. Nelson, and Dr. Hinton. 
Not pictured are Dr. Dworek and Dr. Patty.

Park Avenue Animal Hospital offers helpful 
hints to protect pets from fl eas and ticks

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about 
our Business Profile program or e-mail

ads@TheApopkaChief.com 
Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY! BUSINESS PROFILE

Your Guide to Local Businesses

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 

 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 

 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner,
 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 

 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd

• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

2/
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Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
 407-889-2636
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Church of Christ 
 of Plymouth
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

  

(See message above.)We are often caught 
up in the ephemeral, 
worrying about and 
striving after things 
that are here today 
and gone tomorrow. 
How often do we 
worry about our cars, 
our houses, and our 
bank accounts? Those 
things are truly 
ephemeral, here today 
and gone tomorrow. If 
you doubt this, just 
look around you and 
consider how few cars 
are on the road which 
were made 30 or 40 
years ago. Houses may 
last a bit longer than 
cars, but even houses 
and buildings, in the 
grand scheme of 
things, are transitory, 

here today and gone 
tomorrow. The eternal 
things are invariably 
intangible things like 
faith, hope and love. 
These are things 
which we can give 
and receive, but which 
we cannot possess in 
the way that one 
might possess a house 
or a car. Take the long 
view and focus on the 
eternal rather than 
the ephemeral. “So we 
fix our eyes not on 
what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since 
what is seen is 
temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.” 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
NIV
– Christopher Simon

“In the beginning you 
laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of 
your hands. They will 
perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out 
like a garment.” – Psalm 
102:25-26

2/16/24

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow Here Today, Gone Tomorrow 

  

(See message above.)We are often caught 
up in the ephemeral, 
worrying about and 
striving after things 
that are here today 
and gone tomorrow. 
How often do we 
worry about our cars, 
our houses, and our 
bank accounts? Those 
things are truly 
ephemeral, here today 
and gone tomorrow. If 
you doubt this, just 
look around you and 
consider how few cars 
are on the road which 
were made 30 or 40 
years ago. Houses may 
last a bit longer than 
cars, but even houses 
and buildings, in the 
grand scheme of 
things, are transitory, 

here today and gone 
tomorrow. The eternal 
things are invariably 
intangible things like 
faith, hope and love. 
These are things 
which we can give 
and receive, but which 
we cannot possess in 
the way that one 
might possess a house 
or a car. Take the long 
view and focus on the 
eternal rather than 
the ephemeral. “So we 
fix our eyes not on 
what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since 
what is seen is 
temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.” 
2 Corinthians 4:18 
NIV
– Christopher Simon

“In the beginning you 
laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of 
your hands. They will 
perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out 
like a garment.” – Psalm 
102:25-26
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VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

1. Is the book of Valentin 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. From 1 John 3:18, 
“Let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in ...”? 
Hope, Abundance, Touch, 
Truth

3. In Proverbs 10:12, 
“Hatred stirreth up strifes, 

but love covereth all ...”? 
Sins, Beings, Creation, En-
emies

4. Which Old Testament 

book reads like a love sto-
ry? Ruth, Daniel, Habak-
kuk, Song of Solomon

5. Where does one find 
the phrase “God is love”? 
Genesis, Nehemiah, He-
brews, 1 John

6. From Hebrews 13:4, 
what is honorable in all? 
Love, Trust, Marriage, 

Worship

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Truth, 3) Sins, 4) Song 
of Solomon, 5) 1 John (4:8, 
16), 6) Marriage

Comments? More Triv-
ia? Gift ideas? Visit www.
TriviaGuy.com.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Old Testament book reads like a love story

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief & The Planter at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com
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www.The 
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/obituaries
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designed 

Obituaries and 
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visit



Awards for outstand-
ing community service 
were made to first-place 
candidates in firefighting, 
law enforcement, emergen-
cy management, and high 
school teaching. 

On February 3 candi-
dates gathered with Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
members and awardee sup-
porters at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW Build-
ing in Apopka for a cere-
mony and luncheon. 

VFW Auxiliary Presi-
dent Alice Boria presented 
the award to Christy Comp-
ton, Dream Lake Elemen-
tary School, for Teacher of 
the Year for VFW 10147. 

Police Chief Mike 
McKinley presented as 
Law Enforcement Officer 
of the Year for the city of 
Apopka to Brian Kennedy, 
Jr.

Fire Chief Sean Wyl-
am presented to Gail and 

Mike Duran, parents of 
their fallen firefighter Aus-
tin Duran, Firefighter, and 
to paramedic Ryan Hob-
bick, both as Apopka first-

place awardees.
Student Essay Award-

ees Micah Cushman and 
Jling Chen, who respec-
tively wrote Patriots’ Pen 

and Voice of Democracy 
essays, could not attend. 
Their plaques would be 
awarded at a later date at 
the VFW Building.
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How can paint help the 
Wekiva River? 

The Wekiva Paint Out 
will show those in Central 
Florida how from February 
26 to March 2. The annual 
event brings world-class 
artists to Wekiva Island 
and Wekiwa Springs State 
Park for a week of work 
to capture the beautiful 
surroundings, all to benefit 
local organizations that 

help protect the river for 
future generations.

The event is in its 18th 
year. For the week, visi-
tors can stop by the area to 
watch artists work en plein 
air, from the boardwalk at 
Wekiva Island to the trails 
at Wekiwa Springs and 
even on the river in canoes. 
They can see complet-
ed works in the gallery at 
Wekiva Island or buy them 

straight from the easel.
“Paint Out events are 

always fun, but this one is 
special to Central Florida 
and our artists,” said Mary 
Weinaug, event organiz-
er and executive director 
of Keep Seminole Beau-
tiful. “The Wekiva Riv-
er is so unique to us here, 
and the artists are inspired 
by it as their muse. Seeing 
it through their eyes really 

shows why it’s important to 
keep the river vibrant.”

In addition to watch-
ing the work and touring 
the gallery, visitors can at-
tend several special events 
throughout the week. 

*Live Auction: 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 28. 
Guests can bid, and may-
be score a steal, in a fast-

Wekiva Paint Out to bring out artists, art

See PAINT Page 12A

Police Chief Mike McKinley (r) presented to Brian Kennedy Jr. (l) as Law Enforce-
ment Officer of the Year for the city of Apopka at the VFW awards ceremony on 
February 3 at the Apopka Community Center/VFW Building.

VFW presents community service awards

Photo courtesy of VFW Post 10147

 

BUY Something! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 

Classified Section of
The Apopka Chief 

& The Planter

Classification: #

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. 
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 

32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,  Apopka 
32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________Email: ______________________

As always, a good deal can be yours 
when you use the

Place your Ad Today!
VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

Or EMAIL us at 
classifieds@theapopkachief.com

Or CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121. (15)

15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay, 
or $11.50 when billed. You can run your ad 

4 weeks for the price of 3. 
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this spring.

*Special price is for �rst Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers 
only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used 
in conjunction with any other o�er or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to 
annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, 
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.
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*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/31/2024. 
Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

YAD 1 SA ELTTIL SA NI

(855) 729-3984
CALL NOW !

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2024

$1000  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/31/2024. 
Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic Inc.
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Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. Must be mentioned at time of order Cannot be combined with any other promotions or discounts. Must be mentioned at time of order 
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SCHOOL STARTS UP: JANUARY 
8, 2024	 Traffi	c	 patterns	 changed.		
Stormy	 weather	 comes	 and	 goes!	
Be	 careful	with	 your	 umbrellas.	And	
always	 watch	 out	 for	 those	 pedes-
trians...	 and	 ducks.	 DON’T	 TEXT	
WHILE	 DRIVING	 -	 Please!	 YOU 
WILL	PAY	A	FINE.

Children	must	be	fi	ve	years	old	on	or	
before	 September	 1	 to	 start	 kinder-
garten.	 To	 enter	 fi	rst	 grade,	 a	 child	
must	 be	 six	 years	 old	 on	 or	 before	
September	 1	 and	 must	 have	 suc-
cessfully	 completed	 kindergarten	
(Florida	Statute	1003.21).	Immuniza-
tions	must	be	current.

UNLESS	 CHANGED:	 School	 Start	
Times	for	Elementary	School	&	K-8:		
8	 a.m.,	 Middle	 School:	 9:30	 a.m.,	
High	school:	7:10	a.m.

City	 of	 Apopka’s	 Northwest	 Recre-
ation	Complex,	 3710	 Jason	Dwelley	
Parkway,	 Apopka	 32712,	 407-703-
1784.	 On	 any	 given	 weekend,	 you	
can	 see	many,	 many	 families	 in	 at-
tendance	 at	 the	 beautiful	 complex	
setting	 participating	 in	 various	 orga-
nized	 sport	 programs,	 Amenities	 at	
the	 complex	 include:	 Soccer	 Fields,	
Softball	 Fields,	 Baseball	 Fields,	
Multi-Purpose	Fields,	Sand	Volleyball	
Courts,	 Outdoor	 Basketball	 Courts,	
Tennis	 Courts,	 Walking Trail,	 Am-
phitheater,	 Playground,	 Concession	
Stands.

11-mile	 wildlife	 drive	 (complete	 with	
directional	 signs)	 (opened	 in	 2015)	
on	 Lake	 Apopka	 shores,	 by	 enter-
ing	 from	Lust	Road	off	Binion	Road,	
about	 a	 mile	 south	 of	 Camp	Wewa	
in	 the	 Plymouth	 area,	 for	 one-way	
drive,	 10	 miles	 per	 hour,	 with	 pos-
sible	 wildlife	 spotting	 stops.	 DO	
NOT	FEED	THE	GATORS	-	IT	MAY	
CAUSE	 CLOSING	 OF	 THE	 TRAIL	
If	 you	 are	 stopping,	 drive	 will	 take	
more	 than	1	hour.	Drive	runs	by	ca-
nals	used	in	muck-farming	days.	The	
one-way	drive	exits	on	Jones	Road	in	
Zellwood.	 You	will	 see	 a	 freshwater	
marsh	system	and	wildlife	dependent	
on	 that	 type	of	 system.	The	drive	 is	
open	 on	 Fridays,	 Saturdays	 and	
Sundays	and	federal	holidays	and	is	
controlled	by	the	county.	Open	during	
daylight	 hours	 only	 (one	 hour	 after	
sunrise	and	one	hour	before	sunset).	
Offi	cial	sunrise	and	sunset	hours	can	
be	found	online.		
The	road	is	closed	on	other	days	due	
to	ongoing	restoration	work.	The	trail	
is	11	miles	long.	

WEKIWA	 SPRINGS	 STATE	 PARK 
is	a	7,000-acre	Florida	State	Park	in	
Apopka,	Florida.	It	is	located	20	min-
utes	 north	 of	 Orlando,	 off	 Interstate	
4	at	exit	94,	near	Altamonte	Springs	
and	 Longwood.	 The	 park	 also	 con-
tains	 the	 head	 water	 of	 the	Wekiva	
River.	Address:	1800	Wekiwa	Circle,	
Apopka	 32712,	 open	 from	 9	 a.m.-5	
p.m.	 For	 information,	 call	 407-884-
4311

FRAN	CARLTON	CENTER	OPEN,	
for	seniors	-	senior	activities	at

Fran	Carlton	Center.
	CALL	407-703-1642	

FOR	INFORMATION  	.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16

ZUMBA	FITNESS	CLASS,	FRIDAYS	
at	9:00	a.m.	at	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	
the	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center..	 Call	 407-
703-1642	for	information.
.
CENTRAL	 FL	 CHRISTIAN	 CHAM-
BER	OF	COMMERCE,	 1806	S	Bay	
St.,	 Eustis,	 has	 Fellowship	 Friday	
meetings.	 For	 complete	 details	 of	
all	chamber	events,	visit	cfchristian-
chamber.com/events-chamber.Con-
tact:	 latrondra@cfchristianchamber.
com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
NATIONAL FFA WEEK BEGINS 

AND ENDS FEBRUARY 24

VFW	POST	10147	continues	to	have	
its	 fund	raising	breakfast	on	the	the	
third	Saturday	of	the	month	on	FEB-
RUARY	17,	 from	8-10	 a.m.	 at	 19	S.	
Central	Avenue.	Cost	is	only	$7.	

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 Satur-
day,	 9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	 E.	 FIFTH	
STREET,	 APOPKA.	 Managed	 by	
Apopka	Historical	Society.	Call	407-
703-1624	for	info.

AVIAN	 RECONDITIONING	 CEN-
TER,	 for	 birds	 of	 prey,	 323	 Lester	
Rd.,	Apopka,	 hours:	 9:30-1:30	p.m.,	
The	center	 is	open	on	Saturdays	 to	
the	 public,	 weather	 permitting.	 Call	
407-461-1056	for	information.

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

FITNESS	 CLASS,	 MONDAYS	 9-10	
a.m.	11	N.	Forest	Ave	at	Fran	Carl-
ton	Center.	Masks	not	required	while	
exercising,	but	are	when	socializing	
before	and	after	class.	Temperature	
taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info.

CRAFTS	 &	 CHATTER:	 9:30-12	
noon.	Fran	Carlton	Center,	11	N	For-
est	 Ave.Masks	 required.	 Tempera-
ture	 taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	 407-
703-1642	for	info.

OVEREATERS	 ANONYMOUS 
meets	Mondays	at	6:30	p.m.,	Episco-
pal	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	601	S.	
Highland	Avenue.	If	you	have	a	prob-
lem	with	food	–	overeating,	anorexia,	
bulimia	–	 there	 is	a	solution	 for	you.	
For	more	information,	visit	OA.org	or	
call	Carrie	781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS:	 Forest	 Lake	
Church	 by	 Zoom.	 Time:	 7	 p.m.,	
Open	 to	 everyone	 interested.	 For	
information,	call	407-761-2943.	Club	
Number:	 4899556,	 District	 84,	 Area	
D42.	Orators	of	Excellence

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20

THE	SERTOMA	CLUB	meets	the	fi	rst 
and	third	Tuesday	of	each	month,	be-
ginning	 at	 11:30-noon,	 at	 Beef	 ‘O’	
Brady’s	 in	 The	 Back	 Room,	 1410	
Rock	Springs	Rd.,	Apopka.		Interest-
ed	communitiy	members	are	encour-
aged	 to	 attend	 and	 get	 acquainted. 
Meetings	have	resumed	on	fi	rst	and	
third	 Tuesdays.	 Masks	 are	 encour-
aged.

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.	at	Fran	Carl-
ton	Center.	Masks	not	required	while	
exercising,	but	are	when	socializing	
before	and	after	class.	Temperature	
taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info

ART	 CLASS.	 	 9:30-12	 noon.	 Fran	
Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	 Ave.	
Masks	required.	Temperature	taken.	
Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-1642	 for	
info.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21

The	 Altamonte	 Springs	 /	 Apopka	
VFW	 POST	 10147.	 is	 NOW	 OPEN 
Wednesday	 and	 Saturday	 Mornings	
from	(TIME	CHANGE)	8:00	to	10:00	
a.m.	for	coffee	and	doughnuts.	(other	
hours	by	appointment	only).	3rd	Sat-
urday	 of	 the	 month	 is	 VFW’s	 fund-
raising	 breakfast,	 Also,	 evenings	
of	 Tribute	 music	 are	 planned.	 Call	
407-889-8266,	 or	 email	 info@vfw-
post10147.com	for	information.		The	
VFW	Auxiliary	has	been	formed	and	
is	active	as	well.	Don’t	forget	to	visit	
its	excellent	Military	Museum.

ZUMBA	FITNESS	CLASS,	9-10	a.m.,	
11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	 the	Fran	Carl-
ton	Center.	Masks	not	required	while	
exercising,	but	are	when	socializing	
before	and	after	class.	Temperature	
taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info..

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 10-11	
a.m.,	Billie	Dean	Community	Center,	
225	M.A.	Board	St.,	.	Masks	not	re-
quired	while	exercising,	but	are	when	
socializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info

CITY	 OF	 APOPKA	 DRC	 (Develop-
ment	Review	Committee)	meets	 ev-
ery	Wednesday	at	9	a.m.-10	a.m.	(or	
as	 long	 as	 necessary)	 at	 City	 Hall,	
120	E.	Main	 Street,	 Apopka.	Check	
for	the	online	version.

BRIDGE	CLASS.	9:30-12	noon.	Fran	
Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	 Ave.
Masks	 required.	 Temperatures	 tak-
en.	 Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-1642	
for	info.

TOPS	 CHAPTER	 #646.	 (Take	 Off	
Pounds	Sensibly),	TOPS,	a	non-prof-
it	organization,	will	help	you	reach	a	
weight	goal	with	support	from	friend-
ly,	 caring	 members,	 education,	 and	

rewards.	Each	Thursday	weigh-in	be-
gins	at	9:00	a.m.	–	meeting	ends	at	
10:15	a.m..	Come	to	its	NEW	location	
220	W.	Horatio	Avenue,	Maitland,	FL	
32751	to	meet	with	others	who	have	
a	like-minded	goal	to	lose	weight.	No	
products,	no	specifi	c	diet	to	follow,	no	
meds.	 Call	 407-580-0897	 for	 more	
information.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
on	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	and	Fri-
days,	12	noon-5	p.m.	and	Saturday	9	
a.m.-1	p.m.,	122	E	Fifth	St.	407-703-
1642	for	info.

EARLY	BIRD	BINGO	at	Bahia	Shrine	
Center,	 3101	 E.	 Semoran	 Blvd..	
Doors	open	at	5	p.m.,	and	 the	early	
bird	game	starts	at	6	p.m.	For	more	
information,	call	407-660-8811.
TOASTMASTERS:	 still	 meeting	 ev-
ery	WEDNESDAY,	 7:00	 p.m.	 -	 8:30	
p.m.,	by	zoom.	For	more	information,	
call	407-765-2629	or	visit	www.Apop-
katoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	 the	Fran	
Carlton	 Center.	 Masks	 not	 required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	 when	 so-
cializing	before	and	after	class.	Tem-
perature	taken	on	entry.	Pre-register.	
Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

ROTARY	 CLUB	OF	 APOPKA	 -	 For	
information,	 call	 407-415-6588.	 Call	
for	updated	 information	on	meetings	
and	location.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
from	noon	to	5	p.m.	on	Wednesdays,	
Thursdays,	 Fridays,	 and	 Saturdays	
from	9	a.m.-noon.	120	E	Fifth	St.	Call	
407-703-1624	for	info.

ZUMBA	FITNESS	CLASS,	9-10	a.m.,	
11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	 the	Fran	Carl-
ton	Center.	Masks	not	required	while	
exercising,	but	are	when	socializing	
before	and	after	class.	Temperature	
taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info.

UPCOMING EVENTS4
City	 of	Apopka	election	 for	Seats	 3	
and	4	of	City	Commission	on	Tues-
day,	March	19,	7	a.m.-7	p.m.

Saturday	nights	Saturday	Sounds	at	
Apopka	 Amphitheaer,	 3710	 Jason	
Dewlley	Parkway,	5-7	p.m.	Free.

VFW	 Post	 10147	 has	 fund	 raising	
breakfast	 Saturday,	 February 17, 
2024 8-10	 a.m.,	 519	 S.	 Central	 Av-
enue.	Cost	is	$7.

ONGOING EVENTS
Florida	 Railroad	 Museum,	 101	 S.	
Boyd	Street,	Winter	Garden,	is	open	
Tuesday-Saturday,	 11-3	 each	 week	
excluding	holidays.	For	info,	call	407-
656-0559.	.	Must	see.		

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS	 are	

public	 and	 will	 also	 be	 broadcast	
on	 this	 shortened	 link:	 https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb,	 and	 are	 normally	 held	
the	fi	rst	Wednesday	at	1:30	p.m.,	and	
third	Wednesday	at	7	p.m.	in	the	City	
Council	Chambers,	City	Hall,	120	E.	
Main	St.,	Apopka.	Subject	to	change	
with	 notice.	 For	 info.,	 call	City	Clerk	
407-703-1704.	 Agenda	 and	minutes	
of	meeting	can	be	found	online.	Once	
posted,	 check	 for	 any	 revisions	 by	
Tuesday	at	5	p.m.	before	the	meeting	

FOLIAGE	 GARDEN	 CLUB	 OF	 AP-
OPKA,	 meets	 the	 fi	rst	 Thursday	 of	
each	month,	September	through	May,	
at	10	a.m.	at	the	Billy	Dean	Commu-
nity	Center	at	Alonzo	Williams	Park,	
225	M.A.	Board	St.,	Apopka.	Contact:	
apopkafgca@gmail.com

FREE	 PLANT	 CLINIC	 in	 Apopka	
is	 open	 on	 Tuesdays.	 Do	 you	 have	
problems	 with	 your	 plants	 or	 lawn?	
Let	a	Master	Gardener	help.	Orange	
County	 residents	 can	 bring	 their	
questions	 and	 samples	 to	 UF/IFAS	
Extension	 Master	 Gardener	 volun-
teers	at	the	UF/IFAS	Mid-Florida	Re-
search	 Education	 Center	 (MREC),	
2725	 Binion	 Road,	 Apopka,	 32703;	
9	 a.m.-12	 Tuesdays;	 407-254-9200.	
Questions	 and	 photos	 to	 can	 be	
emailed	 to	 orangecomgv@ifas.ufl	.
edu.	to	be	answered	by	Master	Gar-
deners.	 A	 free	 plant	 clinic	 for	 com-
mercial	 growers	 is	 open	 Tuesdays	
1-4	p.m.		at	the	same	location.
 
KIWANIS	CLUB	OF	APOPKA	IS	now	
meeting	MONTHLY	on	the	3rd	Tues-
day	at	8	a.m.	at	Seacoast	Bank,	345	
E	Main	Street,	Apopka.	Contact	407-
464-4606	for	information	

BROWN	 BAG	 LUNCH	 -	 Third	 Sat-
urday	 of	 each	 month,	 Episcopal	
Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit	at	 the	cor-
ner	of	Highland	and	6th	St.,	Apopka,	
from	10	a.m.-12	p.m.,	offer	to	all	who	
come	 a	 brown	 bag	 lunch.	 In	 addi-
tion,	men’s	 socks,	 fl	ip	 fl	ops,	 stuffed	
animals,	 some	 clothing,	 children’s	
books	and	pet	food	which	is	donated	
by	 My	 Pet	 World,	 Apopka,	 may	 be	
available.	 If	 interested	 in	 volunteer-
ing,	call	Debbie	at	407-620-5081	for	
information.

APOPKA	 FOLIAGE	 TOASTMAS-
TER’S	 CLUB,	 Monday,	 7	 p.m.,	 on	
Zoom,	Apopka.	407-765-2629.

NWOC	FFA	Alumni	–	Monthly	meet-
ings	(usually	the	4th	Monday	evening	
in	a	month	during	the	school	year)	are	
open	to	anyone.	(Looking	for	more	in-
formation)                        

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 122	 E	
5th	Street,	Hours	open:	Wednesay	to	
Friday.	from	noon-5	p.m.,	and	Satur-
days	from	9	a.m.-1	p.m...	Admission	
is	 free.	 Contains	 displays	 and	 infor-
mation	 about	 Apopka’s	 history,	 and	
has	 history	 books	 for	 sale.	 Monthly	
meetings	 of	 Apopka	 Historical	 Soci-
ety	 are	 normally	 held	 on	 a	 Sunday	

afternoon.	 For	 more	 information,	 go	
to	www.theapopkamuseum.com.

THE	 APOPKA	 ELKS	 LODGE	 2422	
meets	 fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesdays	 of	
month,	201	W.	Orange.	For	more	in-
formation,	call	407-886-1600	or	email	
apopkaelks@aol.com	Bar	 Bingo	 ev-
ery	Monday	night	at	7	p.m.	promptly.

GFWC	 APOPKA	 WOMAN’S	 CLUB,	
meets	 at	 First	 United	 Methodist	
Church,	 201	 N.	 Park	 Avenue.	 Call	
407-880-2111	for	more	information.

CITY	 OF	 APOPKA	 PLANNING	 &	
ZONING	-	usually	 the	second	Tues-
day	 of	 the	 month.	 5:30	 p.m.	 City	
Council	Chambers,	City	Hall,	120	E.	
Main	St.,	Apopka.	All	meetings	open	
to	the	public.	Subject	to	change	with	
notice.	 For	 info.,	 call	 David	 Moon,	
407-703-1739.	

BRIDGE	 GAMES	 AND	 CLASSES:	
Every	Monday	and	Friday	morning	at	
9:15	a.m.,	at	the	Lake	County	Dupli-
cate	Bridge	Club,	510	W.	Key	Ave.,	
Eustis.	 For	 more	 information,	 call	
352-315-9934	 or	 visit	 lakeduplicate.
com.	  

COMPUTER	CLASSES	in	both	Eng-
lish	 and	 Spanish:	 Available	 daily	
or	 weekly	 at	 OCLS	 North	 Orange	
Branch.*	Classes	are:	Computer	Ba-
sics,	 Excel,	 Word	 Resume	 Writing,	
Email	for	Seniors,	ELLIS	English	Lab,	
Word,	 Online	 Job	 Searches,	 Power	
Point,	 Internet,	 Open	 Lab,	 How	 to	
use	a	mouse	and	keyboard,	etc.	Call	
OCLS	North	Orange	Branch*	for	more	
details.

HABITAT	 VOLUNTEERS:	 Go	 to	
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,	
click	on	volunteers.	There	are	a	num-
ber	 of	 opportunities	 available	 at	 the	
Restores.	Call		407-696-5855		or	407-
880-8881	to	sign	up	for	information.

***********
(OCLS)	 Orange	 County	 Public	 Li-
brary	North	Orange	Branch	Address:	
1211	E.	Semoran	Boulevard,	Apopka	
436	(Semoran)	and	Thompson	Road.	
www.ocls.info.	 To	 reserve	 a	 space,	
call	407-835-7323.	The	library	is	now	
open	 again	 Mon-Sat.	 10	 a.m.-5:30	
p.m..	and	Sunday	afternoons

*Apopka	 Area	 Chamber	 of	 Com-
merce,	180	E.	Main	St.,	Apopka.	For	
more	info,	call	407-886-1441

COMMUNITY	EVENTS	
CALENDAR	INFORMATION

	Events,	fund	raisers,	
and	non-profi	t	organizations

Send	info:	fax	407-889-4121,	or	
email	ads@theapopkachief.com
Subscribe	to	The	Apopka	Chief	
E-Edition	or	Home	Delivery

Call	407-886-2777	or	
Visit	www.theapopkachief.com
In	County:	$30	with	E-edition,	or
$25	for	just	postal	delivery.	

Out-of-County:	$35	with	E-Edition	or	
$30	for	postal	delivery

FEBRUARY  2024     ★ ★  EVENTS  ★   WEEKLY  ★   UPCOMING  ★   ONGOING  ★ ★ 

	 A	 recipe	
loved	 by	 every- 
one	is	Old	Fash-
ioned	 Mac	 ‘n	
Cheese	 from	
Muellers.	 I’ve	
used	 this	 very	
same	 recipe	 for	
years.
	 From	 Sally	 Benton	 who	 attended	
Apopka	 Memorial	 High	 School,	 grad-
uated	 in	1968,	married	and	moved	 to	
Melbourne	(but	she	still	reads	The Ap-
opka Chief!),	we	have	Vegetable	Med-
ley.	 This	 is	 delicious	 as	 I	 can	 attest.	
Sally	says	she	 just	 throws	stuff	 in	 the	
pot	and	is	guessing	at	the	amounts,	so	
use	your	best	judgment.
	 New	Orleans	Red	Beans	and	Rice	
looks	very	tasty.	This	is	Tammy	Form-
by’s	recipe.	She	is	 in	Marshall-Dekalb	
EC	(electric	company)	Alabama Living 
Magazine.
	 We	 have	 a	 recipe	 from	Southern 
Living All-time Favorites	 for	 cabbage,	
onions,	and	sweet	peppers.
	 Roberta	Kluhsmeier’s	Quiche	Lor-
raine	 is	 here	 for	 you.	 It	 looks	 like	 the	
real	 thing!	 I	 just	 LOVE	 quiche,	 but	 I	
never	 fix	 it!	 I	must	 remedy	 that	 situa-
tion!
	 Emily	 Meggett’s	 instructions	 for	
oven	bacon	is	so	very	simple	and	de-
licious.	 She	 wrote	 this	 recipe	 in	 her	
book, Gullah Geechee Home Cooking.
	 The	first	time	I	ever	had	fried	pies	
was	when	I	was	a	kid	and	enjoyed	them	
at	a	church	bazaar	 in	South	Carolina.	
They	 were	 so	 hot,	 but	 so	 good.	 We	
thank	the	Apopka	Citizen	Police	Alumni	
Association	for	sharing	their	recipe	for	
Fried	Pies	in	Sharing Our Finest Cook-
book.

OLD FASHIONED MAC ‘N CHEESE 
FROM	MUELLERS

8 ounces (1/2 pkg) Mueller’s Elbows
1/4 cup margarine or butter
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1/8 teaspoon dry mustard
1/8 teaspoon salt (optional)
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
2 cups milk
2 cups (8 ounces) shredded sharp  
   cheddar cheese
1 cup croutons
	 Preheat	 oven	 to	 350	 degrees.	
Cook	 pasta	 for	 3	 minutes	 and	 drain	
well.	In	medium	saucepan,	melt	butter.	
Blend	in	flour,	mustard,	salt,	and	pep-
per.	Gradually	add	milk	and	cook	until	
mixture	 is	smooth	and	bubbly,	stirring	
constantly.	Cook	and	stir	over	medium	
heat	 until	 mixture	 boils,	 stirring	 con-
stantly.	Turn	 heat	 to	 low,	 and	 simmer	
1	minute,	 stirring	 constantly.	Gradual-

ly	mix	 in	cheese	and	stir	until	 cheese	
is	melted.	Add	pasta;	mix	 lightly.	Pour	
into	 2-quart	 casserole.	Top	with	 crou-
tons.	 Bake	 uncovered	 25	 minutes	 or	
until	temperature	reaches	165-175	de-
grees.

SALLY THOMAS BENTON’S 
VEGETABLE MEDLEY

Recipe	from	Reader	of	The Apopka 
Chief and	The Planter newspapers

2 or 3 each zucchinis and 
   yellow squash
2 fresh vine-ripe tomatoes, diced… 
   OR… 1 pint of grape tomatoes,     
   whole… 
   OR… a can of diced tomatoes
3 slivered garlic cloves
Thinly sliced onion
Bell pepper
Broccoli
Cauliflower
2 teaspoons basil
1 teaspoon tarragon
1/3 to 1/2 cup lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon sugar (optional)
1/2 teaspoon salt (to taste)
Pam Spray (or other cooking spray)
	 Any	other	spices	you	prefer	in	ad-
dition	 to	 or	 as	 a	 replacement	 for	 the	
ones	 suggested	 here.	 For	 instance,	
some	Mexican	spices	like	cilantro,	cu-
min,	chili	powder,	etc.,	might	be	fantas-
tic…	OR…	Italian	spices…	OR…	Asian	
spices	 such	 as	 Oriental	 5-spice,	 soy	
sauce,	etc.
	 If	you	like,	add	whatever	YOU	en-
joy:	 green	 beans,	 edamame,	 celery,	
baby	 raw	 spinach,	 mushrooms,	 and	
water	chestnuts.	Get	wild	with	it!
	 Sliver	 the	 garlic,	 onion,	 and	 bell	
pepper.	 Spray	 them	 lightly	 with	 Pam	
Spray.	Spray	a	frying	pan	lightly.	Heat	
pan.	 Sauté.	 While	 they	 are	 sautéing,	
cut	squash	into	small	chunks.	Squash	
will	 cook	 faster	 than	 more	 solid	 veg-
gies,	so	if	you’re	adding	broccoli	or	raw	
cauliflower,	thin-slice	them	as	well	and	
toss	in	at	the	end	of	sautéing.
	 Turn	down	heat.	Add	a	tablespoon	
or	two	of	water	to	deglaze	the	bottom	of	
pan	and	to	steam	the	veggies.	Add	the	
herbs	and	any	spices	you	might	want.	
Add	a	little	salt	and	sugar	to	taste,	if	de-
sired.	Add	lemon	juice.	Cover	with	lid.	
When	the	steaming	veggies	are	to	your	
desired	tenderness,	throw	in	tomatoes.	
They	don’t	have	to	cook.
	 Preparation	 time	 is	 30	 to	 45	min-
utes.

TAMMY FORMBY’S 
NEW ORLEANS RED BEANS 

AND RICE
MARSHALL-DEKALB	EC
Alabama Living Magazine

1 pound small red beans, rinsed  

   and soaked at least four hours, or 
   overnight
2 cups Kielbasa sausage, 
   cut into bite-sized pieces
1 cup cooked ham, cubed
1 large onion, chopped
1/2 cup celery, chopped
3 large garlic cloves, minced
4 cups water (or enough to cover 
   bean mixture)
1/4 teaspoon dried thyme
1 large bay leaf
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon hot sauce
3 cups cooked rice
	 Combine	 all	 ingredients	 except	
rice	 into	slow	cooker.	Cook	6-8	hours	
on	 low,	stirring	once.	Serve	over	 rice.	
Cook’s	 note:	 Remove	 some	 of	 the	
beans	 and	 juices	 just	 before	 serving,	
mash	them,	and	pour	back	into	the	pot	
for	a	thicker	mixture	if	desired.

CABBAGE-ONION-SWEET PEPPER 
MEDLEY

Recipe	from	SOUTHERN LIVING 
ALL-TIME FAVORITES

1/2 small sweet red pepper
1/2 small sweet yellow pepper
1/2 small sweet green pepper
2 slices bacon
1 onion, chopped
2 cups shredded cabbage
3 tablespoons white vinegar
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 tablespoon water
1-1/2 teaspoons brown sugar
1-1/2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
	 Cut	 peppers	 into	 2-inch	 long	 thin	
strips;	 cut	 bacon	 into	 1-inch	 pieces.	
Cook	bacon	in	a	large	skillet	until	crisp.	
Add	 pepper	 strips,	 onion,	 and	 cab-
bage,	 tossing	 gently.	 Combine	 vine-
gar	and	remaining	six	ingredients	in	a	
jar;	cover	tightly,	and	shake	vigorously.	
Add	to	vegetable	mixture	in	skillet,	stir-
ring	 gently.	 Bring	 to	 a	 boil;	 cover,	 re-
duce	heat,	 and	 simmer	 eight	minutes	
or	until	 cabbage	 is	 tender,	stirring	oc-
casionally.	 Serve	 immediately.	 Makes	
3	servings.

ROBERTA KLUHSMEIER’S 
QUICHE LORRAINE

Recipe	from POT-POURRI of Zell-
wood – RECIPES & REFLECTIONS 

1983
The	Zellwood	Community	Center,	

Zellwood,	Florida

1 9-inch pie shell, unbaked
1/2 pound sliced bacon
1-1/2 cups (6 ounces) grated 

   Swiss cheese
1 small onion, chopped fine
3 eggs
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup milk
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon fresh ground pepper
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard
Dash of cayenne pepper
	 Fry	 bacon	 until	 crisp.	 Drain	 and	
crumble	into	pie	shell.	Sprinkle	cheese	
over	 bacon.	 Cook	 onion	 in	 bacon	 fat	
until	 golden.	 Drain.	 Place	 on	 top	 of	
cheese.	Beat	remaining	ingredients	to-
gether	and	pour	into	shell.	Bake	at	375	
degrees	for	45	minutes	or	until	firm.

EMILY MEGGETT’S 
OVEN BACON

Recipe	from	Gullah Geechee Home 
Cooking by Emily Meggett

12 slices thick-cut bacon
 1)	 Preheat	 your oven’s	 broiler	 to	
500	 degrees	 Fahrenheit,	 or	 its	 high-
est	setting.	2)	Arrange	 the	bacon	 in	a	
single	 layer	 in	 a	 rimmed	 baking	 pan	
and	place	it	on	the	highest	rack	in	your	
oven.	Broil	until	browned	on	one	side,	
about	2	minutes.	3)	Turn	the	bacon	and	
brown	 the	 other	 side.	 Watch	 the	 ba-
con	closely.	 It	will	 cook	quickly,	about	
5	 minutes	 total.	 4)	 Remove	 from	 the	
oven	and	place	the	bacon	on	a	paper	
towel	to	absorb	the	excess	grease.

FRIED PIES
(FROM OLD PENNSYLVANIA 

DUTCH COOKBOOK)
Recipe	from	Apopka	Citizen	Police	

Alumni	Association,
Sharing Our Finest Cookbook

2 cups sifted flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup shortening
1/3 cup cold water
Sweetened sieved fruit 
   (dried apricots, peaches, prunes  
   or thick applesauce)
	 Sift	the	flour	and	salt	together.	Cut	
in	shortening	with	pastry	blender	or	two	
knives	 until	 pieces	 are	 size	 of	 small	
peas.	 Gradually	 sprinkle	 water	 over	
mixture,	mixing	lightly	with	a	fork	after	
each	addition.	Add	only	enough	water	
to	hold	pastry	together.	Roll	out	dough	
on	 a	 floured	 surface	 about	 1/8-inch	
thick.	Cut	out	4-inch	rounds.	Spoon	1	
tablespoon	sweetened	 fruit	onto	each	
round.	Moisten	edges	with	water.	Fold	
into	semi-circles.
	 Fry	in	deep	fat,	heated	to	365	de-
grees.	Fry	about	3	minutes	or	until	light	
golden	brown;	 turn	pies	during	 frying.	
Remove	 from	 fat;	 drain	 on	 absorbent	
paper.	Makes	1	dozen	pies.

Cook your bacon in the oven and fry your pies on top of the stove 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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Sertoma Club seeks nominees for award

paced, traditional art auc-
tion. 

*Evening Nocturne 
Painting and Pasta Bar: 5 
to 9 p.m. Friday, March 
1. Watch the artists paint 
around Wekiva Island at 
night and enjoy a special 
meal for $14.95.

*Quick Draw compe-
tition: Noon to 2 p.m. Sat-

urday, March 2. Amateurs 
can paint alongside the 
pros, and maybe take home 
a prize. Registration is $30. 

*The All-Inclusive 
Gala: 6 to 10 p.m. Satur-
day, March 2. Celebrate the 
week of art with a special 
meal, drinks, live music 
and more. $50/person and 
$90/couple. 

Proceeds from the 
event benefit Keep Sem-

inole Beautiful and the 
Wekiva Wilderness Trust. 

Sponsors for the event 
are Nütrl, VJ Publications, 
Christner’s Prime Steak & 
Lobster, Certified Finan-
cial Group, Wells Fargo 
Advisors, Without a Pad-
dle Café, Wekiva Island, 
Gallery CERO, Seminole 
State Foundation and Flor-
ida Park Service. 

Sponsorship opportu-
nities are available for busi-
nesses, and individuals can 
become patrons to receive 

art credits and tickets to pri-
vate events. 

Wekiva Island has 
been hosting the Wekiva 
Paint Out since 2009. The 
event supports the Semi-
nole County business’ mis-
sion of art, education and 
sustainability.

For more information 
about Wekiva Paint Out, 
visit wekivapaintout.com. 

For more information 
about Wekiva Island, vis-
it wekivaisland.com/. 

Continued from page 10A

Paint: Proceeds benefit two nonprofits

The Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka is current-
ly seeking nominations for 
its annual Apopka Proud 
Service to Mankind Award. 
The club invites and en-
courages all of the local 
civic groups, organizations, 
churches and individuals 
to submit nominations. All 
entries must be received by 
Friday, March 22. 

Submit a completed 
nomination form with a $20 
entry fee to: Foliage Serto-
ma Club of Apopka, P.O. 
Box 718 Apopka, 32704. 
Forms and fees can also 
be emailed to Bev Wines-
burgh at bwine@earthlink.
net. One doesn’t have to 
be a member of an organi-
zation to nominate or to be 
nominated. 

All nominees will be 
announced in The Apopka 
Chief newspaper on Friday, 
April 5. All entrants will 
also receive a certificate 
acknowledging their ser-
vice.  One Service to Man-
kind winner will be chosen 
from all eligible entries. 
The nominees will be hon-
ored and the winner will 
be announced at an awards 

dinner on Wednesday, April 
10. The winner will also re-
ceive $250 to donate to the 
cause of their choice.

Email info@foliag-
esertoma.org to obtain a 
nomination form. For more 
information, contact Lore-
na Potter forevrbzy60@
gmail.com or Bev Wines-
burgh at bwine@earthlink.
net. 
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Spotlight Your 
Business Here

Email us at 
ads@theapopkachief.com

or Call for Details at
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

www.TheApopkaChief.com
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

with free business stories!
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

10% OFF
FOR VETERANS, POLICE, 

FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other o� er or specials. 
Expires FEB. 29, 2024

Mon.  CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs. 

11:30AM –10PM 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM – Midnight

Sun. 11:30AM – 8PM

Hours

Specials This Week

Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. Cooked without Greasy fryers 

or greasy � at grills. We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

10% OFF
FOR VETERANS, POLICE, 

FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other o� er or specials. 
Expires FEB. 29, 2024

Mon.  CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.  

11:30AM –10PM 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM – Midnight

Sun. 11:30AM – 8PM

Hours

Specials Next Week

Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. Cooked without Greasy fryers 

or greasy � at grills. We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Superbowl Sunday 2:00 pm to Whenever. 
   With $15 Buckets (Domestic
   Bottles,Cans) BOGO House Wines ,
   Margaritas, Mimosas, Baby Back Ribs,
   Jumbo Wings, Footlong Hot Dogs with
   Chilli, Scotch Eggs, Our Famous
   Reuben Paninis, and Huge Pastrami n’
   Swiss on a Manwich
Tipsy Tues.- 4:00 pm to close.  2-4-1
   Magaritas, Light Beers and House Wines
   Our Famous Guinness Beef Stew only $10
   served with a warmed Irish Soda Bun

Wed. Valentines Day Dinner and Concert with
   incredible songstress Safi a Valines 5-7 pm
   Reservation suggested. At 7:30 pm
   our very popular Music Bingo playing
   more love songs to make some new great
   memories.
Thurs. is Date Night Dinners 
   to just relax and let us do the dishes.
Fri. brings us Ali Bei, an amazing singer
   and entertainer. 7-10 pm
Sat. begins a 30 day countdown to St. Paddy’s
   Day and “Our SECOND YEAR” Anniversary
   with our Celtic Superstars McIntyre and 
   serving Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinners 
   Colcannon, and Irish Bangers & Mash

WED. Valentines Day Dinner and 
Concert with incredible songstress 
Safi a Valines 5 pm -7 pm Reservation 
suggested.  
7:30 pm our very popular Music Bingo 
playing more love songs to make some 
new great memories.

THURS. is Rotary Night beginning at  
5:45 pm.
FRI. brings us Tipsy Sparrows at 7 pm
SAT. 7 pm - McIntyre - our Celtic Band
SUN. 1 pm Wine Tasting. 10 wines from
Barolo to Champagne. $25 per person
3 pm Irish Celtic Jam Session

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion!
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Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Send Us Your News

Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com
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