
Law.”  
Akerman’s desk will 

be displayed in the law 
school’s atrium before be-
ing permanently moved 
to the fourth floor in the 

library near the Virgil 
Hawkins Collection. 

 “FAMU Law ac-
cepts this symbol of civ-
il rights and justice for all 
in the form of attorney Ak-

erman’s work desk,” said 
FAMU Law’s Interim Dean 
Cecil Howard in the news 
release. “Our law students 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City Council vot-
ed 4-1 on approving a multi-use de-
velopment planned for Station Street 
in downtown Apopka – known as 
the Apopka Station Street Project – 
and to proceed with its development 

agreement at the Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21, meeting. Commissioner Kyle 
Becker cast the no vote. 

Also on Wednesday, February 
21, the Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Agency (CRA) Board 
approved 5-1 on the same proposal 
and to proceed with a development 
agreement for it. As a CRA Board 

member, Becker cast the no vote at 
that meeting, too. 

The Apopka Station Street Proj-
ect proposal outlines the general 
design for a 60-unit, two-building 
apartment complex and associated 
parking and event space in down-
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A major event
An Apopka High School 
alumnus is promoted to rank 
of major. 
See page 3A.

NORWF holds City Council candidates forum
The Northwest Or-
ange Republican Wom-
en Federated (NOR-
WF) hosted a forum 
for the Apopka City 
Council candidates on 
Thursday, February 15, 
at The Hilton Garden 
Inn, Apopka City Cen-
ter. Pictured (l to r) are 
Eric Mock, Seat 4 can-
didate; Darryl Richard-
son, Seat 3 candidate;  
Nadia Anderson, Seat 
3 candidate; and Nick 
Nesta, Seat 4 incum-
bent and candidate.

Apopka baseball falls to 
Patriots, defeat Silver Hawks.
See page 1B.

City Council approves apartment complex 
at Apopka Station Street project

This is a rendering of what an apartment complex at the Apopka Station Street Project would look like. 
The Apopka City Council voted 4-1 on approving a multi-use development planned for Station Street in 
downtown Apopka – known as the Apopka Station Street Project – and to proceed with its development 
agreement at the Wednesday, February 21, meeting. 

The Akerman desk is unveiled at FAMU Law by Eddie Irvin, Vivian Shepherd, Angelia 
Irvin McKinnon (relatives of Groveland Four), President of Apopka Historical 
Society Maribel Brinkle, Interim FAMU Law Dean Cecil Howard, Irene Akerman, 
Andrea Akerman Voss, and Jesse McGee (relatives of Alexander Akerman, Jr.)

The 62nd Apopka 
Art and Foliage Festival, 
which showcases the work 
of juried artisans and craft-
ers, and top foliage grow-
ers from Central Florida, 
will be held at Kit Land 
Nelson Park in Apopka on 
April 27and 28. Admission 
is free.

Aside from juried ar-
tisans and crafters and fo-
liage growers, there will 
be music, food, a wine and 
beer garden, and a kid’s 
zone presented by Home 
Depot. 

One hundred percent 
of the proceeds from the 
festival are given back to 
the community through do-
nations and scholarships. 

The GFWC Apopka 
Woman’s Club and the city 
of Apopka are organizing 
the Apopka Art and Foliage 
Festival at Kit Land Nel-
son Park, 35 S. Park Ave., 
Apopka on Saturday, April 

27 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Sunday, April 28, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

GFWC Apopka Wom-
an’s Club is a not-for-prof-
it civic organization that 
supports the Apopka com-
munity, and a member of 
the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. 

“The objective of the 
GFWC Apopka Woman’s 
Club is to bring together 
women in an organization 
where they can use their en-
ergies and abilities to bene-
fit their community by pro-
moting civic, cultural, edu-
cational, and charitable ac-
tivities,” according to the 
organization’s website.  

Applications are now 
available for artists and 
crafters who wish to enter 
the festival. Visit apopka- 
artandfoliagefestival.org 
for further details and ap-

Artists sought 
for 62nd Art and 
Foliage Festival

FAMU, museum dedicate historical desk
With humble hearts, 

leadership at Florida A&M 
University (FAMU) Col-
lege of Law graciously ac-
cepted the desk used by the 
late defense attorney Alex-
ander Akerman, Jr., who 
fought against racism, prej-
udice, and hatred in the 
1940s and 1950s. The his-
toric desk is a gift from the 
Apopka Historical Society.

FAMU Law hosted a 
program on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15, where the desk 
was unveiled to students, 
faculty, staff, community 
partners and friends of both 
the Apopka Historical Soci-
ety and FAMU Law.

“We are delighted to 
make this unique contribu-
tion to the preservation of 
history,” President of the 
Apopka Historical Soci-
ety Maribel Brinkle said in 
a news release. “This desk, 
once a silent witness to a 
crucial moment in our le-
gal history, will now have a 
new home at Florida A&M 
University’s College of 

Check donated

Foliage Sertoma Club President Lorena Potter (l) 
presented a check to the educational foundation 
Two Peas in a Pod at the club luncheon on Tuesday, 
February 20, to founders John Cloran (c) and Com-
missioner Alexander Smith (r). There, Cloran and 
Smith presented their school program on the prin-
ciples of planting and growing sunflowers. The funds 
are earmarked to subsidize Apopka High School, 
Piedmont Lakes, and Wolf Lake Middle School agri-
cultural students’ expenses to show their animals at 
the forthcoming Central Florida Fair.

See DESK Page 8A

See CITY Page 5A See ART Page 8A

Photo courtesy of FAMU

Photo courtesy of NORWF. 



Though many seniors 
have already received most 
of their college acceptance 
decisions by this time of 
year, students who applied 
to the University of Florida 
had to wait until this Friday 
to get that decision.

If this year is anything 
like recent years, I’m afraid 
many students will end up 
disappointed since UF has 
become increasingly diffi-
cult to get into. For exam-
ple, last year the students 
who were accepted had an 
average GPA between 4.4 
– 4.6 (UF’s weighted re-
calculation), SAT scores 
between 1340-1490 or an 
ACT score between 30-34. 

The University of Flor-
ida is not alone in our state 
for being difficult to get 
into. Florida State Univer-
sity and University of Cen-

tral Florida are increasingly 
difficult as well. As we face 
this reality, it’s important 
to remember that entering 
a four-year university as a 
freshman right after gradu-
ation is not the only way to 
a successful future.

This is the message I 
try to share with parents 
and high school students 
every day. There are many 
paths to success and the 
mentality that a student is 
only successful if they go 

to a university at age 18 is 
one that is past its prime. 
The conversation has shift-
ed and it’s time for parents 
to get on board.

Two years ago, my 
own daughter found her-
self sitting with a denial let-
ter from her dream school, 
FSU. Even as a child who 
had received many private 
college acceptances, our 
state university did not ac-
cept her high GPA, high 
ACT score and winning na-
tional debate record. For a 
smart, driven kid, this was 
a hard pill to swallow.

But she found solace 
in the fact that she wasn’t 
alone, as several of her 
friends didn’t get the ac-
ceptance they were after. 
So, she changed her per-

Many of my articles 
are on types of book reports 
or include my research, and 
this column on homeless-
ness will be an example of 
this.

I recently met Martha 
Are of the Homeless Ser-
vices Network (HSN) of 
Central Florida to discuss 
ideas of how to open a shel-
ter in the Apopka area with 
a large tranche of federal 
dollars the county received 
as mitigation dollars for re-
cent hurricanes. I will share 
some statistics from her or-
ganization and an insight-
ful review of an article en-
titled, “A Tale of Two Tent 
Cities; the Critical Role of 
Housing Engagement in 

Addressing Homeless En-
campments,” published in 
the Georgetown Journal on 
Poverty Law and Policy 
from Spring of 2023.

The Homeless Servic-
es Network leads Central 
Florida’s efforts to house 
people experiencing home-
lessness and to help them 
remain housed. They run 

a centralized intake sys-
tem through the region and 
help draw down millions 
of dollars in federal fund-
ing for homeless housing. 
They partner with dozens 
of nonprofit agencies and 
local government partners 
to coordinate outreach, 
emergency shelters, tran-
sitional housing, and oth-
er resources. Martha is as-
sisting me with the shelter 
grant opportunity. It will be 
challenging, and I ask your 
prayers for success.

Just in 2023, the HSN 
launched an $8.4-mil-
lion initiative to help pre-
vent and end homelessness 

Editor’s note: Reprint-
ed from February 2023 – 
February 12 and February 
22 are the birthdays of two 
of our greatest presidents 
and this is Black History 
month.

I kept my children 
home from school on the 
day we designated to cel-
ebrate our presidents and 
their efforts to exalt our na-
tion and its people. They 
called Monday a “Hur-
ricane makeup” day, but 
it started me to thinking, 
didn’t we have other days 
that could have been used 

also for makeup days? 
Since when did one holiday 
deserve more prestige than 
another? 

I kept my kids home 
and asked them questions 
on the first five presidents, 

after I gave them time to 
study for the test. The final 
question was, which four 
presidents are on Mount 
Rushmore? I wanted them 
to know the importance of 
why we celebrate Presi-
dents’ Day. We just cel-
ebrated Dr. Martin Luther 
King Day, and our kids 
stayed home for that holi-
day. When was that holiday 
elevated to a higher posi-
tion than that of our presi-
dents? 

I love Dr. King’s 
preaching, his leadership 
for civil rights, his desire 

for all people to be united 
under the banner of Christ 
and the Word of GOD, but 
he would not consider him-
self to be above anyone, 
nor would he consider his 
day to be more important 
than our Presidents’ Day. 
Our nation is being divided 
by those who want to see us 
enslaved under the banner 
of Globalization. When we 
are separated by race, gen-
der, or anything else, we 
are easily led into our own 
demise. We become com-
placent and obedient to our 
master’s will. We feed from 

the trough of the one who, 
at the end, will be the one 
to slaughter us for their use. 

Since when do we 
have to identify our friends 
and neighbors by their race. 
My neighborhood is filled 
with people I call friends. 
Not black, white, brown; 
they are my friends! Years 
ago, we were united by one 
name: Americans. Even to-
day, when overseas we are 
known as Americans. No 
color or race, just Ameri-
cans. 

We need to take back 
our nation and our values. 

We need to recognize Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s lega-
cy and start judging by the 
character of people, and not 
the color of their skin. 

This woke, race-bait-
ing, sexist, people-hating 
agenda needs to be done 
away with. I am going to 
be who I want to be, and 
if it offends you, it is your 
problem not mine. 

I wake up in the morn-
ing and I make my mind up 
as to what I want to pre- 
sent to the world. I choose 

God has created each one to be different, but to be treated the same

The Apopka Chief

Domestic energy war intensifies by 
halting of export terminal permits 
By Matt Egan and Brent Bennett 
Texas Public Policy Foundation

On Jan. 26, President Joe Biden 
took an aggressive step forward 
in his war on American energy by 
halting the permitting of new liqui-
fied natural gas (LNG) export ter-
minals. This action has massive 
global implications, as Texas Public 
Policy Foundation’s Mark Mills laid 
out when the decision was publicly 
announced.

It also has the added benefit for 
the president of attacking primarily 
Texas and Louisiana, red states that 
account for the bulk of U.S. LNG 
exports. This decision comes on the 
heels of Texas taking steps to secure 
its border with Mexico, putting the 
state directly at odds with the ad-
ministration – once again.

But the president’s politically 
motivated actions will reverberate 
far beyond America’s natural gas 
producing regions. By locking glob-
al supply and demand imbalances in 
place for longer, this decision will 
send billions of dollars to foreign 
producers and raise the cost of ener-
gy globally. Any short-term drop in 
domestic prices will ultimately be 
negated by reductions in future do-
mestic production.

If this decision doesn’t help 
Americans and hurts our allies, why 
do it? Politics, of course, primar-
ily appeasing the radical green car-
tel that forms a key part of the pres-
ident’s base, and, perhaps to the 
surprise of a casual observer, rent-
seeking industries looking to hoard 
short-term supply.

President Biden’s environmen-
tal extremism means our allies will 
become more reliant on our adver-
saries. For context, 87 percent of 
US LNG exports went primarily 
to U.S. allies in Europe and Asia. 
The Biden administration blunt-
ing America’s ability to participate 
on the world energy stage creates 
a vacuum that will undoubtedly be 
filled by the other major natural gas 
exporting countries – Russia, Qa-
tar, and Iran – who are certainly not 
friends of the U.S.

Bear in mind that the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) has never 
denied an LNG export application, 

for environmental reasons or other-
wise, and rejected a petition to do 
so just six months ago. President 
Biden could be pushing for more 
U.S. LNG exports, because the U.S. 
produces natural gas more respon-
sibly and with fewer emissions than 
any LNG exporting country save 
Australia. However, despite the ob-
vious fact that domestic gas has 
been a major driver of U.S. GHG 
emissions reductions and air qual-
ity improvements, the green car-
tels are trying to make the case that 
LNG exports will not do the same 
for other countries.

Also, serious questions sur-
round the administration’s legal au-
thority to issue such an all-encom-
passing, job-killing freeze in energy 
exports. Congress has not autho-
rized the DOE to take such drastic 
actions, which would have impli-
cations both inside and outside our 
borders. It is also absurd that the 
Natural Gas Act, a relic of 1930s-
era policymaking, gives the DOE 
power to deny imports and exports, 
outside the bounds of trade agree-
ments. States need to take the ad-
ministration to the courts over this 
decision, and fortunately, many are 
already expressing a willingness to 
do so.

This LNG export ban may be 
the most strong-armed, authorita-
tive action against American ener-
gy producers taken by an adminis-
tration that has become known for 
such transgressions. Luckily, Con-
gress is already working to reverse 
this massive mistake by advancing 
a bipartisan bill, Unlocking our Do-
mestic LNG Potential Act.

It’s notable when President 
Biden’s anti-energy policies become 
so extreme that they elicit condem-
nations from members of his own 
party. By rolling back this execu-
tive action and ensuring the presi-
dent cannot have unilateral control 
over vital energy production and 
exports, Congress would take a sig-
nificant step to secure American en-
ergy leadership now and for years 
to come.

This article was originally pub-
lished by RealClearEnergy and 
made available via RealClearWire.
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The art of being 
wise is knowing 
what to overlook.

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teach-
ing. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 

and make our home with them.”
John 14:23

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Spring Pops with the Orlando Philhar-
monic Orchestra, is Saturday, March 2, 
from 5-7 p.m. at the Apopka Amphithe-
ater, Northwest Recreation Complex, 
3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway. Bring a 
blanket and pack a picnic for a free con-
cert featuring the Orlando Philharmon-
ic Orchestra. Mauricio Céspedes Rive-
ro will be the conductor for the evening.

Congress has not autho-
rized the DOE to take such 
drastic actions, which would 
have implications both inside 
and outside our borders.

Guest columnists on 
stopping export of liquid natural gas
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Jeff Blackman, gradu-
ate of Apopka High School 
Class of 2002, celebrated 
his promotion to major in 
the U.S. Army Reserve in a 
ceremony on January 29 at 
Camp Humphreys in South 
Korea. 

Major Blackman has 
been stationed as an Ac-
tive Guard and Reserve 
(AGR) officer with the 658 
Regional Support Group 
(RSG) in Korea since Sep-
tember 2021. 

A member of the 2001 
Apopka High School State 
Champion Football Team, 
Major Blackman enlisted in 
the Army in the fall of 2002, 
serving five years as an Ac-
tive Duty Soldier before he 
transitioned into the Army 
Reserve in 2007. He was 
commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in 2011. He 
was selected for the Army 
Reserve AGR program in 
2014, where he serves full-
time in support of Army Re-
serve units. The 658 RSG is 
one of only two Army Re-
serve units permanently 
stationed in South Korea, 

and supports soldiers locat-
ed in Korea, Guam, Saipan, 
Alaska, American Samoa, 
and Hawaii.

This summer, Major 
Blackman will attend the 
Intermediate Level Educa-
tion class at Command and 
General Staff School, lo-
cated in Fort Leavenworth, 
Kan.

The Apopka Chief, February 23, 2024, Page 3A

Jeff Blackman of Apopka is pinned to the rank of major in the U.S. Army Reserve by 
his wife Tyler King and Colonel Tommie Frisbie, commander of the 658 Regional 
Support Group, in a promotion ceremony at Camp Humphreys in South Korea on 
January 29.

AHS alum promoted to rank of major

Photo courtesy of Sharon Blackman
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spective and decided to go to Tallahassee 
anyway and start at Tallahassee Communi-
ty College and then transfer to FSU.

She spent a year at TCC finishing her 
AA and is now a student at FSU pursuing a 
double major and when she gets those de-
grees from FSU, nowhere on it will it say 
she started at a state college. In fact, she 
was glad she started there because she had 
smaller classes and her professors were 
very accessible to her. She had a great tran-
sition to college by going this route after 
all.

Our local state schools like Seminole 
State and Valencia are fantastic schools. 
These are great places for our young peo-
ple to start before heading to a large uni-
versity environment. As adults, we have to 
make it okay and not only celebrate those 
big school acceptances, but celebrate kids 
that make the best decision for their own 
situation.

I would also strongly encourage par-
ents and students to remember that you 
only have one childhood and it’s impor-
tant to keep balance as we work towards 
our goals. So many times I see high school 
kids that are literally making themselves 
sick working on achieving 4.5+ GPAs, be-
ing involved in club/sport practice every 
night, putting in hours of homework after 
that and having no free time to enjoy being 
a kid. I’m seeing more and more kids sick, 
suffering from panic attacks, and not so-
cializing with friends at all.

It’s time for us to reevaluate how we 

want our kids to live and it’s time for us to 
reevaluate the message we are sending our 
young people. Let’s not only tell them that 
it is more than okay to start post-secondary 
education at a state college but that it is ac-
tually a great way to start. 

Let’s expose them to all the great ca-
reers out there that don’t require a four-
year degree that they can begin training 
for while they are in high school through 
Orange Technical College. Careers like 
hospitality, culinary, human services, vet-
erinary technician, nursing, construction 
trades and many more. Many of these pro-
grams students can dual enroll for while 
in high school and OCPS will bus the stu-
dents from the high school to the technical 
college and many of them can be taken at 
the high school.

I come from a home with a father who 
was a general contractor. He had no college 
degree but owned a very successful build-
ing construction company in Orlando for 
many years. He built us a beautiful home 
and was able to send his children to college 
debt free with this career. I’m a big believ-
er that a four-year university is not the only 
way to success.

Let’s continue to spread this mes-
sage to our kids, let’s let them be kids, and 
let’s celebrate every child who has a goal 
and finds the path that is right for them to 
achieve that goal. Congratulations to all 
the seniors who have set a goal for their 
future and are ready to make the next step 
towards that goal, no matter what that next 
step is!

The Apopka Chief, February 23, 2024, Page 4A

Byrd: Explore careers and schools
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Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?
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subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning communi-
ty weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office407-703-1701
City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111
Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint407-836-4357
Utilities407-836-5515
All other departments407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment407-317-3233
Bus routes407-317-3800
Superintendent407-317-3200
School Board407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707

Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

among 1- to 24-year-olds. 
The effort included hous-
ing, educational support, 
career training, and men-
tal and physical healthcare. 
They also coordinated shel-
ter and transportation dur-
ing freeze warnings and 
distributed cooling supplies 
during the record-breaking 
summer heat. 99 percent of 
their funding goes to help 
people get stable housing.

Many of you have 
been reading about a bill in 
the state legislature to force 
municipalities without any 
funding to create homeless 
camps. This “book report” 
will discuss this method of 
dealing with homeless per-
sons and make recommen-
dations for more productive 
strategies.

In “A Tale of Two Tent 
Cities,” the authors state, 
“Local governments have 
essentially three choices 
in responding to the pres-
ence of homeless encamp-
ments:”

1) They can adopt a 
law enforcement approach 
forcing individuals to move 
their camps on pain of ar-
rest for trespassing.

This method does not 
solve the problem of people 

without homes, and a re-
cent court decision limits 
the ability of government 
to pursue it unless there is 
adequate space in a shel-
ter. We have read about this 
in the case of Altamonte 
Springs.

2) A municipality can 
adopt an “out-of-sight, out-
of-mind” approach, des-
ignating a specified area 
where homeless individu-
als are permitted to camp. 
The article delineates sev-
eral examples of this from 
Gainesville. The camps can 
be a petri dish for crime, 
drug abuse, sexual abuse, 
and more. The cost of law 
enforcement’s daily trips 
to referee are also substan-
tial. This is the process the 
legislature is currently pro-
posing.

3) The third choice is 
a housing engagement ap-
proach designed to get peo-
ple out of homelessness 
and into housing. It sub-
stantially reduces the hid-
den costs of tent cities, en-
campments, and promotes 
a pro-social, well-regulated 
environment. However, it 
takes a truly organized and 
committed local govern-
ment.

If I can find the time 
to write more about the 

Gainesville camps exam-
ples, I will. I currently be-
lieve we need to fund the 
capital costs for a shelter 
replete with the HSN man-
agement systems and re-
quire the three new ap-
proved affordable hous-
ing projects in northwest 
Orange County to rent to 
a number of these home-
less. If the municipality be-
gins to take in more than 
their fair share from nearby 
counties and jurisdictions, 
they can always resort to 
option number one. I do 
believe we can manage to 
find some affordable hous-
ing options for homeless 
persons. Most of the home-
less persons have some sort 
of funding, albeit Medic-
aid, Medicare, or Disability 
and can pay some amount 
of rent.

I’m terribly concerned 
when we see one-third of 
the homeless in our area 
being women with young 
children. The cost of do-
ing nothing is too great, and 
with the state legislature 
knocking at our door to es-
tablish “camps,” building 
a shelter and finding hous-
ing options sure seems su-
perior.

I would love to hear 
your thoughts.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Expense is biggest problem

to laugh, love, sing, and be 
an encourager of people. I 
want people to see the joy 
of living in a free nation in 
my actions, and in my life-
style. Is our nation perfect? 
Not by a long shot, but we 
can influence change by 
being what we know to be 
right, doing what needs to 
be done, and not bowing to 
the god of popular demand. 

I want to be ME, not 
who someone else thinks I 
should be. As Americans, 
we have always celebrated 
our own sovereignty and 

our willingness to recog-
nize other people’s sover-
eignty, working together to 
accomplish what the rest of 
the world struggles with. 
We join ourselves togeth-
er as different people with 
a common goal and that 
allows our differences to 
work forming a nation of 
strength, compassion, free-
dom, and liberties that are 
GOD given and protected 
by our Constitution. 

We need to awaken the 
“sleeping giant,” not for 
conflict outside our shores, 
but for the conflict that is 
vying for the very soul of 

our nation. Our nation is so 
great that even those who 
hate her will not leave! I 
love America and Ameri-
cans. 

I hate to keep harping 
on the message of stand-
ing up for America, but we 
can make our nation beauti-
ful, prosperous, respected, 
and proud again just by be-
ing Americans, and that in-
cludes going about our dai-
ly lives promoting one an-
other, encouraging one an-
other, and being a friend to 
all by celebrating the fact of 
our unity in diversity. 

E Pluribus Unum.

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: We each make nation strong

Continued from page 2A

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3043 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
beginning at 1:30 P.M AND Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

February 23, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Jose Chaves has made an application to the 
City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property located 
at 1400 W Kelly Park Road. This application relates to the following 
described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  17-20-28-0000-00-008
Contains: 5.06 +/- acres

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        175852

ORDINANCE NO. 3043
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY MICHAEL A GENTLES; 
LOCATED at 1400 W KELLY PARK ROAD, COMPRISING 5.06 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Correction

CORRECTION: 
     Unintentional errors were published in The Apopka Chief on Friday, 
February 16, in the Letter to the Editor. The spelling correction is for Nadia 
Anderson, who is running for Seat 3. Darryl Richardson is also running for Seat 
3, not Seat 4 as published. Nick Nesta is running as an incumbent for Seat 4 not 
as an incumbent for Seat 3 as published. Eric Mock is also running for Seat 4. 
     We apologize for any inconvenience our errors may have caused. 

John E. Ricketson, Publisher



as the Live Local Act, to al-
low for a maximum of 25 
dwelling units per acre for 
the apartment site area, ac-
cording to city documents. 

Resident Ace Wood-
ham restated at the City 
Council meeting what he 
said at the CRA meeting, 
which was that the city 
should reconsider the proj-
ect in a way that would give 
emergency vehicles easier 
access to the area. Wood-
ham clarified that he’s not 
against the project. 

“I’m not against the 
project, but I think we’d 
need to think about emer-
gency vehicles before we 
go any further with tying all 
that land up because y’all 
got trees planted in the mid-
dle of Central Avenue,” he 
said. “You cut the corners 
off there, made them a very 

town Apopka. The event 
space would remain wholly 
owned and operated by the 
city of Apopka. 

The proposal comes in 
response to the request for 
proposal (RFP) the city had 
advertised last month. The 
RFP sought plans for com-
pleting a multi-use project, 
including affordable hous-
ing, downtown public park-
ing, and extension of the 
Downtown Apopka Trail, 
and construction of public 
event space. The city wants 
to retain about one acre of 
land, which the successful 
proposer would develop as 
a public event space. Stan-
dard Investments & Hold-
ings was the only company 
to submit a bid. 

“There are a few hur-
dles that do have to be tak-
en care of in regard to the 
brownfields, which is actu-
ally in that location of the 
plaza itself,” Jim Hitt, city 
community development 
director, said at the City 
Council meeting. “There 
are some different fund-

ing mechanisms and also 
different methods to take 
care of that, which usual-
ly is just considered what’s 
commonly referred to as a 
cap. That’s basically ce-
ment covering the polluted 
area. There are a couple of 
monitoring wells on the site 
right now. So those would 
basically be continued on 
city property that would re-
main as city property.”

According to city doc-
uments, the proposal was 
reviewed and deemed con-
sistent with the proposal 
request and property dis-
posal requirements that 
the Apopka CRA and City 
Council approved on Octo-
ber 18, 2023.

The Apopka Station 
Street Project proposal and 
use of the site is consistent 
with the comprehensive 
plan which shows the site 
as commercial. The land 
development code for zon-
ing is Mixed Use-Down-
town (MU-D). 

Both Land Use and 
Zoning permit multifamily 
developments and adhere to 
the Senate Bill 102, known 

The Apopka Chief, February 23, 2024, Page 5A

Continued from page 1A

City: Only one proposal was 
received in January bid request

See CITY Page 12A

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 

407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

AOS Apopka Offi  ce Supply
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712407-889-4455

2x8
cmyk

In Print. Online. On the Go.
Your Local News. Your Way!

Call or Subscribe Online!
Get Your E-edition

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com

www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffi c 
Church News
Classifi eds
and so much more

Staying connected is 
now easier than ever… 

In Print. Online. On the Go.
Your Local News. Your Way!

Call or Subscribe Online!
Get Your E-edition

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com

www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffi c 
Church News
Classifi eds
and so much more

Staying connected is 
now easier than ever… 

P
R

O
O

F 
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L

Im
po

rt
an

t 
to

 C
he

ck
 t

he
 F

ol
lo

w
in

g
N

am
e

A
dd

re
ss

Te
le

ph
on

e 
#

C
op

y/
P

ic
tu

re
/L

og
os

E
xp

ir
at

io
n 

D
at

e

P
le

as
e 

Si
gn

 B
el

ow

D
at

e
A

pp
ro

va
l/

R
el

ea
se

 t
o 

P
ri

nt
 -

 S
ub

je
ct

 t
o 

co
rr

ec
ti

on
s 

as
 n

ot
ed

 b
el

ow
.

M
E

SS
A

G
E

 T
O

 A
D

V
E

R
T

IS
E

R
:

T
hi

s 
pr

oo
f 

is
 f

or
 y

ou
r 

pr
ot

ec
ti

on
. I

f 
it

 m
ee

ts
 y

ou
r 

ap
pr

ov
al

, p
le

as
e 

si
gn

 a
nd

 f
ax

 b
ac

k 
to

 4
07

-8
89

-4
12

1.
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 f
ol

lo
w

ed
 a

s 
cl

os
el

y 
as

 p
os

si
bl

e.

T
he

 A
po

pk
a 

C
hi

ef
 •

 4
07

-8
86

-2
77

7 
• 

Fa
x:

 4
07

-8
89

-4
12

1

JUNE 2023
BIGGER LOGO

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-549-6518CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
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Time Offer!

BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!
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or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YX56
Only $32.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
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352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Fri., February 23, 2024
thru 

Sun., February 25, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

DISCOUNT DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95 

with the Regal Crown Club Card 
(Excluding Holidays). 

* FRI. & SAT. ONLY, • SAT. ONLY
•••SUN. ONLY , •• FRI. & SUN. ONLY

ORDINARY ANGELS (PG) 1:00; 
4:00; 7:00
DEMON SLAYER: KIMETSU NO 
YAIBA (DUB) (NR) 4:20
DEMON SLAYER: KIMETSU NO 
YAIBA (SUB) (NR) 1:10•;1:20••; 
7:10•••
GUADALUPE: MOTHER OF HU-
MANITY (SPANISH) (NR)12:50; 
3:50; 7:30•••; 7:40*
THE CHOSEN: SEASON 4 EPI-
SODES 4-6 (NR) 12:2O; 3:30; 6:30
BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (PG-13) 
12:40; 3:20; 4:40; 6:40; 7:30*; 7:40•••
MADAME WEB (PG-13) 1:30; 4:30; 
7:20
ARGYLLE (PG-13) 12:30; 3:40; 6:50 
MIGRATION (PG) 1:10••; 2:00•
KID: TROLLS (PG) 11:50A•
KID: KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
11:20A•

Publication dates Feb 9, 16, 23 & March 1

In cooperation with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 
Orange County, Florida, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA), has prepared a Tier 2 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA), as required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, for the proposed replacement of 
approximately 13.13 miles of vintage steel and vintage plastic 
polyethylene (PE) pipe in multiple areas of the system with 
modern polyethylene pipe. PHMSA published a Tier 1 Nation-
wide EA for the Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety 
and Modernization Grant Program (NGDISM) on November 
9, 2022.  The stated purpose of NGDISM is for municipality 
or community owned utilities to repair, rehabilitate, or replace 
its natural gas distribution pipeline system or portions thereof 
or to acquire equipment to (1) reduce incidents and fatalities 
and (2) avoid economic losses by providing grant opportunities 
to municipality or community owned utilities. The Tier 1 EA is 
available at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/
fi les/2023-07/Tier-1-PHMSA-2022-0123-0001.pdf. The Tier 2 
EA is available for review and comment on the web at https://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/working-phmsa/grants/pipe-
line/tier-2-site-specifi c-environmental-documents and a copy 
is available at Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter 
Garden Vineland Road, Winter Garden, FL 3478. Please 
submit all comments to: PHMSABILGrantNEPAComments@
dot.gov and reference NGDISM-FY22-EA-2023-20 in your 
response. Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 
PHMSA has issued a No Historic Properties Affected fi nding 
which is available for review in the Tier 2 EA. Comments on the 
Tier 2 EA are due by March 11, 2024.

PHMSA Environmental Review 
Notice of Availability
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In the presence of lo-
cal and national dignitaries, 
students, alumni, and fac-
ulty today, AdventHealth 
University inaugurated 
C. Josef Ghosn as its third 
president and CEO.

“Today is a special 
day for me and for my 
family, but most impor-
tantly, this is an important 
moment for our students, 
who are at the heart of all 
we do,” Dr. Ghosn shared 
with more than 500 guests 
at Forest Lake Seventh-
day Adventist Church in 
Apopka on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15. “AHU is a very 
special place, where we 
have a unique opportunity 
to develop highly skilled 

health professionals who 
will practice health care as 
a ministry and make a tre-
mendous impact on the 
lives of patients and their 
families.”

Dr. Ghosn, who joined 
AHU in May 2023, has ex-
tensive leadership experi-
ence in health care admin-
istration. Most recently, he 
served as vice president 
of strategic planning for 
AdventHealth’sMultistate 
Division and prior to that, 
as  AdventHealth Florida 
Division’s senior vice pres-
ident for strategic planning.

Dr. Ghosn was a ten-
ured professor and associ-
ate  dean of academic af-
fairs at Atlantic Union Col-

lege.  He also served as a 
professor of business and 
education  at Southern Ad-
ventist University and as an 
adjunct professor of health-
care administration at Ad-
ventHealth University. 

Dr. Ghosn holds a 
doctoral degree in educa-
tional  leadership from the 
University of Massachu-
setts Lowell and a master of 
business administration de-
gree with a Healthcare Ad-
ministration emphasis from 
Andrews University.

“This is a special mile-
stone in the history of Ad-
ventHealth University,” 
said Randy Haffner, presi-
dent and CEO of Adven-
tHealth Florida and chair 

of AHU’s Board of Trust-
ees. “As we inaugurate Dr. 
C. Josef Ghosn, we begin 
a pivotal time in the life 
of this institution. New de-
grees and workforce certifi-
cates continue to be added, 
student enrollment is in-
creasing, plans for expand-
ing the current campus-
es are under way, and new 
campuses are being ex-
plored – ambitious growth 
plans to help our nation 
solve nurse and provider 
shortages. This means more 
caregivers can fulfill their 
calling to provide hope and 
healing and join a growing 
workforce specially trained 
in whole-person care.”

AHU’s former presi-

dents are Edwin I. Hernan-
dez and David Greenlaw.

As at many official 
university ceremonies, fac-
ulty and presenters donned 
regalia and a transfer of the 
mace and presidential me-
dallion took place. Men-

tors, colleagues, and stu-
dents provided words of 
hope, sharing stories from 
throughout Dr. Ghosn’s ca-
reer.

AdventHealth Uni-
versity, with campuses in 
Orlando and Denver, was 
founded in 1992 and has 
graduated more than 10,000 
students who live the heal-
ing values of Christ local-
ly and globally. Today, the 
university is poised for sig-
nificant increase in student 
enrollment. It also main-
tains ambitious plans to be-
gin expanding its Orlando 
campus footprint and open 
an additional Florida cam-
pus in the next 12 months.
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AdventHealth University inaugurates new president

C. Josef Ghosn

PUB DATES: 2/22, 2/23, 2/29, 3/1
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Publishing Fri., March 1, 2024

Candidates, Sponsors & Advertisers,
Call 407-886-2777 or Email 

ads@theapopkachief.com 
Today to Participate!

VOTE
LOCAL

Your voice in local politics and decision 
making matters. Make sure you have 
the background you need to make an 
informed choice with our upcoming 
Apopka Election Guide, and remember to

vote on Tuesday, March 19th.

theapopkachief.com
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584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

March 17th, 2024 at 10:00 am
Come and enjoy The Duncans in Concert

Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE LUNCH after the concert

Would like to invite you to come 
join us for a blessing from

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org
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Would like to invite you to come 

join us for a blessing from

March 17th, 2024 at 10:00 am
Come and enjoy The Duncans in Concert

Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE LUNCH after the concert

HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation
Equipment and Duct Repair4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care, 
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 2/29/24.

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care, 
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 2/29/24.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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   ishing You all the Best In Retiremen

W
T

Bill Arrowsmith
ONE FLORIDA BANK

Celebrating the legacy of your hard work 
and commitment to friends, colleagues & 
customers. Your work truly produced an 
everlasting impact, and one that has changed 
the community for the better in so many ways. 



plications. 

Entry Categories 
Fine Art – 2-Dimensional: 

Painting, Drawing, Pastel, Printmak-
ing, Mixed Media, Photography 

Fine Art – 3-Dimensional: Or-
namental Pottery, Sculpture, Glass-
ware, Stained Glass, Mixed Media 

Fine Handcraft: Functional Pot-

tery, Precious Metal / Gem Jewelry, 
Intricate Woodworking, Hand- woven 

Creative Crafts: Costume Jew-
elry, Clothing, Accessories Wood-
work, Metalwork, Glass and China 
Art, Leatherwork, Candles 

will surely be inspired by 
this keepsake for decades 
to come.”

Akerman was a prom-
inent defense attorney who 
played a pivotal role in the 
legal proceedings of the 
Groveland Four case, one 
of the most notorious racial 
injustice cases in Florida’s 
history. 

Akerman was a mem-
ber of the prestigious legal 
team led by Thurgood Mar-
shall. Other lawyers on the 
team included Jack Green-

berg and Paul Perkins Sr.
The Groveland Four 

were African-American 
men wrongfully accused of 
sexually assaulting a white 
woman in Lake County in 
1949. Akerman’s dedica-
tion to justice led him to de-
fend these men, despite the 
challenging circumstances 
of the time. 

“Alexander Akerman 
Jr. was not just a defense 
attorney; he was a sym-
bol of resilience and com-
mitment to justice. His ef-
forts in the Groveland Four 
case are etched in the leg-

acy of legal history.” Brin-
kle said.  “This desk will 
serve as a tangible remind-
er of the struggles for jus-
tice and equality. It’s a con-
nection to our past and an 
inspiration for the future le-
gal minds that pass through 
these halls of the FAMU 
College of Law.” 

Akerman was consid-
ered a civil rights pioneer 
taking racially motivated 
legal cases that other attor-
neys would not touch. 

He is also credited 
with filing the lawsuit for 
Virgil Hawkins against the 

University of Florida for 
denying him entry. 

Akerman also repre-
sented five additional stu-
dents who hoped to inte-
grate graduate and profes-
sional programs at the Uni-
versity of Florida

As a result of the law-
suits, in December of 1949, 
the FAMU College of Law, 
College of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
College of Engineering, 
and graduate program in 
Agriculture were created.

Desk: Attorney played pivotal role 
in Groveland Four case
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Continued from page 1A

Art: Categories range from 2D to jewelry
Continued from page 1A

An update on the con-
tinuing restoration of Lake 
Apopka will take place at 
Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 
North Forest Ave., Orlan-
do, in the Camellia Room 
on Thursday, March 21, at 
7 p.m. 

Organized by Orange 
Audubon Society, the pre-

sentation will be given by 
Dr. Erich Marzolf,  direc-
tor of the District’s  Divi-
sion of Water Resources for 
St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District (SJRW-
MD). He has been actively 
involved in restoring Lake 
Apopka since 1996, when 
the State Legislature au-

thorized the District to pur-
chase the farms to restore 
them to wetlands. 

Vegetable farms, 
which were established on 
20,000 acres that were for-
merly part of Lake Apopka, 
were purchased by the SJR-
WMD in the late 1980s and 
1990s to restore water qual-

ity in the lake. 
By halting nutrient in-

puts, restoring filtering 
marshes, removing bottom-
feeding gizzard shad and 
other efforts over at least 
20 years, the District has 
significantly improved the 
lake’s water quality.

District will give Lake Apopka update
The city will host its Celebrating Legends of Apopka 

Black History Month event on Tuesday, February 27, from 
6 -8 p.m. at the Apopka Community Center/VFW Build-
ing, 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka. 

This event will include a special proclamation by 
Mayor Bryan Nelson, in honor of the 2024 Legends and 
their families, special music by Mark Wright and the Weki-
va High School Chorus, and a reception for all attendees.

City to host Black 
History Month event

RUN DATES: 02/22/24, 02/23/24

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 2/29/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

PUB DATE 22 & 23

ADVERTISE
YOUR LEGAL NOTICE IN

Deadline for
Friday’s publication:

Tuesday, 5 p.m. 
email: legals@theapopkachief.com
Notices are also published online: 

www.theapopkachief.com/
advertisements/

public notices and legals for 
Orange County and Statewide on

Floridapublicnotices.com

CALL 
407-886-2777 

OR VISIT 
WWW.THEAPOPKACHIEF.COM

The Apopka Chief

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com

PUB DATE: 22/23
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

  

(See message above.)T here are lots 
of ways we 
can pray. 

Sometimes we recite a 
prayer that we’ve been 
saying since we were 
practically on our 
mother’s laps; the 
Lord’s prayer is one 
that most of us know 
from our childhood.

Other times, we say 
a spontaneous prayer 
about whatever comes 
to mind. A prayer of 
gratitude for a beautiful 
day can sometimes just 
flow out of us because 
of an abundance of joy.  
There is an exuberance 
that springs from 
simply being in the 
world.

But there are also 
times when we just 
don’t feel like praying, 

and even then, we can 
offer up a prayer that 
reflects this, asking 
God to deliver us from 
our spiritual boredom 
or cantankerousness.

The Psalms are in 
essence prayers, and 
many of them reflect 
the honest feelings of 
the psalmist, including 
despair, anger, and even 
a desire to see one’s 
enemies destroyed.

There’s no reason 
to feel guilty about 
occasionally wanting to 
curse or otherwise say 
something that isn’t 
kind or charitable. 

An honest prayer is 
always acceptable to 
God. There is little 
doubt that He has 
heard worse. 

- Christopher Simon

“This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he 
hears us. And if we know 
that he hears us —
whatever we ask — we 
know that we have what 
we asked of him.” – 1 John 
5:14-15 NIV

2/23/24

An Honest Prayer An Honest Prayer
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whatever we ask — we 
know that we have what 
we asked of him.” – 1 John 
5:14-15 NIV
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An Honest Prayer An Honest Prayer

1. Is the book of 1 Peter 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. What was a god of 
the Philistines that had a 
man’s face and hands, but 
the body and tail of a fish? 
Bullock, Elohim, Dagon, 
Baal-gad

3. Who slew a giant that 
had six fingers on each 
hand and six toes on each 

foot when he defied Isra-
el? Sibbechai, Cyrus, Silas, 
Jonathan

4. From Proverbs 22, 
what is a good name better 

than? Great riches, Scorn, 
Its own reward, Lust

5. What town was home 
to Jesse’s boys? Gilgal, Jer-
icho, Hebron, Bethlehem

6. On which day of cre-
ation did dry ground ap-
pear? Second, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth

ANSWERS: 1) New, 
2) Dagon, 3) Jonathan, 4) 

Great riches, 5) Bethlehem, 
6) Third

“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” a book with 1,206 
multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, 
is available in stores and 
online.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Dry ground appears during creation

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief & The Planter at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com

   Honor 
Your 

Loved 
Ones

Call 407-886-2777 
to find out about 

our designed 
Obituaries 

and Memorials or
visit www.

The
Apopka

Chief.com/
obituaries
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Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

FEB 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

Special parade for ninth birthday
Members of the Orange 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
and several of its com-
munity partners in law 
enforcement surprised 
Noah, a Clay Springs 
Elementary School stu-
dent, with a special pa-
rade on his ninth birth-
day, which was Sunday, 
February 18. Noah has 
been fighting a recent-
ly discovered brain tu-
mor. Having undergone 
his third round of che-
motherapy so far, Noah 
showed a determina-
tion that he would not 
let his daily battle inter-
rupt his birthday. Noah 
was joined by his fam-
ily, friends, teachers, 
School Resource Offi-
cer, and several first re-
sponders to wish him 
well on his special day.

Photos courtesy of Orange 
County Sheriff ’s Office/

Facebook.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 

 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 

 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441

2/
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 (beside Lowe’s)
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• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

Need to send or 
receive a FAX? AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.



Contest, award winners
Grade level winners at Trinity 

have been announced in the Zaner-
Bloser National Handwriting Con-
test: kindergarten, Naomi Celes-
tin; first grade, Kristopher Shump-
ert; second grade, Kali Dangerfield; 
third grade, Alexa Bigelow; fourth 
grade, Andi Hall; fifth grade, Sky-
ler Smothers; and sixth grade, Au-
tumn Walker. These entries will 
now go on to be judged at the re-
gional level.

Elementary students received 
awards for Principal’s List, Hon-
or Roll, Citizenship, and Acceler-
ated Reading at the second quarter 
awards program held during chapel 
on January 12. 

In the first through fifth grade 
classes, students passed 3,637 AR 
quizzes and earned 2,446 points. 
Sixty-two students met or exceed-
ed their goal while maintaining a 90 

percent or higher average in com-
prehension and earned an Amazing 
Accelerated Reading Award. Miss 
R. Nichols’ second grade class and 
Mrs. A. Tahner’s third grade class 
had every student in their class 
meet or exceed their point goal sec-
ond quarter.

An award ceremony was held 
for secondary students on January 
17. They passed 146 AR quizzes 
and earned 936 points. 

Seventeen students met or ex-
ceeded their AR goal while main-
taining a 90 percent or higher av-
erage in comprehension and earned 
an Amazing Accelerated Reading 
Award. 

Six secondary students earned 
100 percent on every AR test taken 
second quarter.

Each semester, teachers in 
grades 1-5 nominate a student to 
receive the Carol Hittel Reading 

Award. The following students 
were honored January 26, at the 
Carol Hittel Reading Award Cele-
bration: first graders Emery, Kris-
topher, and Shalanie, second grader 

Naelle, third grader Isabella, fourth 
grader Thomas, and fifth grader 
Miranda. The recipients received 
gift bags with books, prizes, and 
gift cards. 

Miss Jean Nichols was pre-
sented with an award by Mr. Bill 
Hittel and Mrs. Beverly Smith for 
her 20 years of dedication to the 
Hittel Reading Program. 

50th anniversary 
Trinity Christian School 

and Trinity Baptist Church 
held a special service and 
celebration to commemorate 
the 50 years Trinity Christian 
School has served families in 
the Apopka community. 

The service included 
music performances by the 
TCS band and secondary 
chorus. 

Jeff Keaton spoke 
on “Six Reasons Why We 
Must Give our Children 
and Grandchildren A Bib-

lical World View.” Follow-
ing a light luncheon, the vid-
eo “Telling Trinity Chris-
tian School’s Story for God’s 
Glory” was shown. Presenta-
tions were made to the past 
school administrators for 
“Lighting the Way” by fol-

lowing the Lord’s guidance 
and direction in founding the 
school. 

Included in the celebra-
tion was a time of fellowship 
as well as an opportunity to 
view school memorabilia, 
yearbooks, and photos. 

School registration
Registration is open for 

the 2024-25 school year. 	
	 For more information 
or to schedule a tour, call 
the school office at 407-886-
0212.

Third grade
Ms. Pell wants to share 

some events with you people 
out there. Something suc-
cessful for Ms. Pell this year 
was starting the year with her 
new students. Ms. Pell’s stu-
dents are learning about vo-
cabulary and text structure. 
For writing, third graders 
are learning how to add ev-
idence. When some of Ms. 

Pell students don’t under-
stand the lesson, she does 
small groups. Her students 
are using strategies to help 
with decoding and underlin-
ing evidence. Ms. Pell class 
is reading interesting sto-
ries about animals and in-
ventions. A big challenge for 
Ms. Pell is getting kids to 
prove their answers in sto-
ries and getting homework 
done. She would advise par-
ents to read more with their 
kids. She would like to give  
Mrs. Pugsley and Ms. Risp-
oli a thank you for being the 
best reading partners.

By Jacob Occenat

Fourth grade
Mrs. Glass is work-

ing on building better rela-
tionships with her classes. 
She is finding this very suc-

cessful. In math, her class-
es are learning operating 
with fractions and in science 
they are wrapping up energy 
C.M.E.L.T.S. This stands for 
Chemical, Mechanical, Elec-
trical, Light, Thermal, and 
Sound Energy. If one of her 
students does not understand 
a lesson, they work in small 
groups. She reteaches and 
makes fun Bookets, Jeopar-
dy, and Gimkits. Some chal-
lenges to teaching are differ-
ent schedules, interventions 
and not enough time for pro-
grams. She wants parents to 
keep on trying to help them 
problem solve. She wants to 
thank Mrs. Griffith for the 
great support.

By Brayleigh Wade

Fifth grade
Mrs Bernoski is a new 

reading and writing teach-
er. Her scholars are learn-
ing about poetry and figura-
tive language. Mrs Bernoski 
is teaching students to de-
termine if a text is inform-
ing, entertaining or persuad-
ing you. When Mr. Bernos-
ki’s students do not under-
stand the lesson, she makes 
sure to work one by one to 
help them. Her students are 
reading an interesting story 
called “How do I Hold the 
Summer?” Her  students are 
practicing by playing games 
on the computer. Her advice 
to parents is to make sure 
students stay active in learn-
ing. Mrs. Bernoski would 
like to give a shout out to 
Mrs. D for helping her stu-
dents get in line. 

By Edileen Laboy
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Anniversary, raising money, book fair, student writers are successful

Our Wildcats are focused and ready to 
work hard to improve those mid-year scores. 
We have talked with students about what 
their strengths are and what are areas for im-

provement. One of the best things for all of 
our students is for them to read for at least 
10 minutes every night. Find books and texts 
students enjoy reading. Reading can take us 
on many adventures. Happy Reading Every-
one!

We will have our Literati Book Fair on 
Friday, February 23, 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Book Fair will also be open on Monday, Feb-
ruary 26, Tuesday the 27th, and Thursday, the 
29th from 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students and 

families can also visit the Book Fair during 
our Black History Celebration.

Our Black History Family Night Cel-
ebration will be on Thursday, February 29, 
at 5:30-7:00 p.m. There will be 4 stations to 
rotate through. Dinner will be provided and 
there will be performances by PreK, Kg, first 
and second grade. There will also be Wax 
Museum style presentations by third through 
fifth grade throughout the evening. We hope 
you will join us!

Here at Lovell Elementary, we are tru-
ly grateful for our bus drivers! Thank you! 
Happy Bus Driver Appreciation Day, Febru-
ary 22.

PTA’s next meeting will be on March 5 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Lovell Up Monday will be on March 4. 
Wear your favorite game shirt and jeans to 
show your support in being ALL IN this year. 

Keep an eye out for information on our 
Field Day, which is on March 14. 

Congratulations to the DLE Jedi Scientists! They had 
seven wins in December 2023: First Place: Egg Drop, 
First Place: STEM Poster, Second Place: Balsa Bridge, 
Third Place: Balsa Bridge, Second Place: Junior Solar 
Innovation, Third Place: Junior Solar Car Design, and 
Third Place: Mousetrap Car.

When the DLE Jedi Scientists met on February 10, 
they had three wins. The DLE Jedi Scientists placed 
first and second place in egg drop and third place in 
balsa bridge. Mrs. Clowers is so proud of her scholars.

Every year, the Girls on the Run club does a special 
project to help their community. This year, Girls on 
the Run decided to raise money for the First United 
Methodist Church. The First United Methodist 
Church feeds homeless people every Wednesday. 
Each Wednesday, any homeless citizen can come 
down to the church and get fed dinner. Sometimes 
the church runs out of food, so this year Girls 
on the Run decided to help them. They did a 
fundraiser at school to help! and raised $225! 
Not only did we give the money to the church, we 
also went one Wednesday and helped feed the 
homeless. I felt proud of myself being able to help 
this cause. I hope many of you are inspired by us 
and will try to help out your community, too.

By L. Houvouras

Students give back

Upcoming events
February 28: NEHS Induc-
tion Ceremony
February 29: Wax Museum/
Talent Show
February 29: Dramatic ED 
Black History Show 6:00 
p.m.

March 1: House Celebration
March 7: FAST night/BHM 
walkthrough

By Danielle Limage

The Dream Lake  
Journalism Club is made up 

of fifth grade students. 

Junior, Senior Beta 
Conventions

“Beta-A Voyage of Ad-
venture” was the theme for 
the 32nd annual Florida Ju-
nior and Senior Beta Con-
ventions held at the Gay-
lord Palms Resort in Orlan-
do. This convention allows 
students the opportunity to 
compete in various academ-

ic and STEM-based, and per-
forming arts competitions. 
These victories at the state 
level provide an opportuni-
ty to compete at the national 
level in the summer of 2024. 

Jr. Beta Club received 
third place in the Three-Di-
mensional Design catego-
ry and top five in the Song-
fest competition. Chloe Few-

less was awarded third place 
in sixth-grade language arts 
and Adalynn Merkle re-
ceived third place in Re-
cyclable Art. Sr. Beta Club 
member Lauren Johnson re-
ceived a second-place award 
in the science academic com-
petition.

Elementary Beta 
Club received several club 

awards: second place in port-
folio, second place in service 
learning, first place in engi-
neering (Skyler Smothers, 
Ethan Runyon, Kris Dona-
wa, Luna Matias, Audriana 
Camargo), and first place 
in musicology (Miranda 
Heath, Tessa Schanne, Bay-
lee Payne, Skyler Smothers).

In the visual arts cat-

egory, Christian Lechuga 
received second place in 
sculpture and Ethan Run-
yon received first place in 
black and white photogra-
phy. In academics, Troy Ris-
ner placed third in fourth 
grade social studies, Ethan 
Runyon placed third in fifth 
grade science, Eliana Clau-
dio placed second in fourth 

grade Spanish and Luna Ma-
tias received third place in 
fifth grade Spanish. 

At the closing session, 
sponsors Mrs. Edie Bentley, 
Mrs. Beverly Lunneen, and 
Mrs. Cindy Skeen were pre-
sented with the John W. Har-
ris Educator of Excellence 
Award. 



sharp turn. I think you need 
to really look at that for it 
goes much further than 
that.”

Now that the Station 
Street Project proposal was 
accepted, the next step of 
reviewing and formally ap-
proving the development 
agreement would be sched-
uled for the CRA and City 
Council to do at separate 
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City: CRA budget is currently $4.2 M

Each year, more than 42,000 people 
are killed on American streets, and thou-
sands more are injured. In 2022, there were 
209 fatalities and 1,208 severe injuries on 
Orange County roadways, as the Orange-
Kissimmee-Sanford metro area continues 
to rank as one of the deadliest regions in 
the United States.

In 2022, the Orange County Board of 
County Commissioners voted to adopt a 
resolution to develop a Vision Zero Action 
Plan to eliminate all traffic fatalities and se-
vere injuries by the year 2040 while also 
increasing safe, healthy, equitable mobility 
for all. First implemented in Sweden in the 
1990s, Vision Zero has proved successful 
across Europe and is now gaining momen-
tum in American cities.

The Orange County Vision Zero Ac-
tion Plan is part of a regional effort by Me-
troPlan Orlando to reduce traffic fatalities 
and severe injuries, creating safer roads for 
both the 2.2 million residents and 75 mil-
lion tourists who visit the region annually. 

Coordinated Vision Zero Action Plans 
will be created for cities and counties 
throughout the region, made possible by 
a $3.8 million federal Safe Streets for All 
(SS4A) grant.

“Safety is important to everyone, and 

transportation and infrastructure create 
the means for the community to connect,” 
Humberto Castillero, Traffic Engineering 
Division Manager, Orange County Pub-
lic Works, was quoted as saying in a press 
release. “We’re designing roads and edu-
cating people to ensure we have a holistic 
transportation system that enhances quality 
of life for all residents.”

While waiting for the plan to be final-
ized, Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Dem-
ings and county commissioners passed 
an Accelerated Transportation Safety Pro-
gram, allocating $100 million to implement 
traffic safety improvement projects that en-
hance sidewalks, lighting, speed manage-
ment, pedestrian safety, access manage-
ment and traffic calming.

Vision Zero recognizes that people 
sometimes make mistakes, so road systems 
and related policies should be designed to 
make sure human error doesn’t result in se-
vere injuries or fatalities. As such, system 
designers and policymakers are expected 
to improve the roadway environment, poli-
cies and other related systems to lessen the 
severity of crashes.

Visit tinyurl.com/yuxwtn6w for more 
information.

Orange County unveils plan 
to rid traffic fatalities by 2040
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151
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WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

10% OFF
FOR VETERANS, POLICE, 

FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other o� er or specials. 
Expires FEB. 29, 2024

Mon.  CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.  

11:30AM –10PM 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM – Midnight

Sun. 11:30AM – 8PM

Hours

Entertainment This Week

Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. Cooked without Greasy fryers 

or greasy � at grills. We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

FRIDAY - 7pm - 10pm Miguel Jose 
SATURDAY -  7pm - 10pm Johnny and
                     the Moondogs 
SUNDAY - 3pm - 6pm Open Mic Jam

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

meetings on March 6. 
The major develop-

ment plan approvals will 
be completed in accordance 
with the city land develop-
ment code and approved by 
the Apopka Planning Com-
mission and City Coun-
cil later this year. The con-
struction site plan is com-
pleted and approved by 
the Development Review 
Committee in accordance 
with the land development 
code. 

Located downtown, 
the Apopka CRA is com-
prised of 644 acres that has 
a mix of residences, busi-
nesses and historic proper-
ties. The CRA is bound on 
the south by Tenth and 11th 
Streets, Hawthorne Avenue 
to the west, Oak Street to 
the north; and sections of 
multiple streets to the east 
including but not limited to 
Highland Avenue, Monroe 
Avenue and Alabama Av-
enue. 

The Apopka Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy Board directs the agen-
cy. The board is comprised 
of the Apopka City Coun-
cil, an Orange County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and 
other individuals appointed 
by the local government. 

In August 2023, the 
Apopka CRA Board ap-
proved its fiscal year 2024 
budget worth $4.2 million.
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