
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Apopka Police Of-
ficer Emmanuel Sosa in-
troduced his department’s 
special needs registry, 
created to alert emergen-
cy responders of a person 
with autism or other spe-
cial needs in a home or 
vehicle, at the Wednesday, 
February 7, City Council 
meeting. 

According to Em-
manuel Sosa, the special 
needs registry includes a 
spreadsheet with the reg-
istrant’s information that 
any Apopka Police De-
partment member can ac-
cess, an at-risk report, and 
a hazard screen added to 
the registrant’s’ screen on 
Molecular Imaging and 
Contrast Agent Database 
(MICAD). 

As part of the regis-
try, the APD will provide 
two decals, one for the 
front entrance of the home 
and other for the back of a 
vehicle. 

The decals will en-
able Apopka officers to be 

aware that there is a per-
son in a home or vehicle 
who may have, but not 
limited to, the following: 
limited communication, 
limited mobility, deafness, 
blindness, intellectual dis-
abilities, autism or be on 
the spectrum, dementia, 
Alzheimer’s Disease, and 
epilepsy or seizure disor-
ders. 

“The Special Needs 
Registry program, it 
means a lot to me. It hits 
home because I have a lot 
of family members who 
are persons with disabili-
ties and/or autism,” Sosa 
told the City Council. “On 
top of that, over the course 
of the past six years in 
my career, we respond to 
so many calls for service 
where we are dealing with 
these people one-on-one, 
and a lot of our calls for 
service thankfully have 
been resolved in a peace-
ful manner.” 

“We go into these 
calls for service blind a lot 
of the times, and/or with 
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Apopka High School football 
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APD introduces 
registry to help the 
special needs citizens

Summit provides resources, hope for survivors of abuse
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

 
Leonia Thornton began 

the For My Sister Foundation 
in memory of her sister Shake-
ria Rucker, a 37-year-old Win-
ter Springs mother of four whose 
body was found with apparent 
gunshot wounds in an Apopka 
storage unit on November 18, 
2023. 

Recounting her own expe-
rience as the guest speaker at 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) Summit and Resource 
Sharing, Thornton explained that 
she launched her foundation be-
cause she didn’t want anyone to 
endure what her sister endured. 

The HUD Jacksonville Flor-
ida Office of Field and Policy 
Management collaborated with 

several state, city and coun-
ty agencies to present the sum-
mit on Thursday, February 1, at 
the Apopka Community Center/
VFW Building on South Central 
Avenue. 

The summit’s purpose was 
to educate Central Florida com-
munity service agencies, case-
workers and support agencies on 
services available for surviving 
families and victims of violence, 
which includes domestic vio-
lence, human trafficking, sexual 
assault and stalking. 

Local media reported that 
Rucker’s estranged husband Cory 
Hill was charged with second-de-
gree murder, four counts of at-
tempted murder, burglary, shoot-
ing at a building, and violation of 
a domestic violence injunction. 

According to local news re-

Leonia Thornton, founder/CEO of the For My Sister Foundation (center, in blue dress) stands next 
to city of Orlando Commissioner Regina Hill (center, in beige outfit) and surrounded by founda-
tion volunteers and supporters at the HUD violence Against Women Act Summit and Resource 
Sharing Event on Thursday, February 1, at the Apopka Community Center/VFW Building on South 
Central Avenue.See HUD Page 3A

U.S. District Judge 
Wendy W. Berger has sen-
tenced Jeremy Middleton, 
25, of Apopka to three years 
and 10 months in federal 
prison for possession of sto-
len firearms. The court also 
ordered Middleton to forfeit 
the 13 stolen firearms he 
had in his possession. Mid-
dleton entered a guilty plea 
on September 13, 2023.

According to court 
documents, on January 4, 
2023, Middleton drove to a 
federally licensed gun store 
in Melbourne and breached 
the back door with what ap-
peared to be a grinder and a 
hammer. Middleton entered 

Surveillance image of Jeremy Middleton, 25, of Apopka from the Melbourne gun 
store. U.S. District Judge Wendy W. Berger has sentenced Middleton to three 
years and 10 months in federal prison for possession of stolen firearms. The court 
also ordered Middleton to forfeit the 13 stolen firearms he had in his possession.

Man sentenced to nearly four years in 
prison for possession of stolen firearms

See CRIME Page 6A

Clay Springs Elemen-
tary School held its 
food drive celebrat-
ing its 100th day of 
school by collecting 
food and toiletry items 
for Loaves & Fishes. 
The students collect-
ed these items from 
January 9-25 and then 
presented their collec-
tion to Loaves & Fish-
es on the 100th day of 
school on Wednesday, 
January 31.  

Celebrating the 100th day of school

Florida A&M University 
(FAMU) College of Law and the 
Apopka Historical Society are invit-
ing the public to the desk dedication 
of civil rights attorney Alexander Ak-
erman, Jr. on Thursday, February 15, 
at 5:30 p.m. at Florida A&M Univer-
sity College of Law, 201 FAMU Law 
Lane, Orlando. 

A VIP reception will follow.

Akerman represented the Grove-
land Four with Thurgood Marshall 
and other NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund lawyers. The Groveland Four 
were four Black men ranging in age 
from 16 to 26 who were falsely ac-
cused of raping a white teenage girl 
in 1949. 

In February 2023, the Apopka 
Historical Society displayed Aker-

man’s desk at the Apopkan Museum 
as part of its Black History Month ex-
hibit. The desk was donated as a gift 
to the museum by Jessey McGee, 
husband of Akerman’s granddaughter 
Cathleen McGee. 

RSVP to http://tinyurl.com/ 
54ubs6pm by today, Friday, Febru-
ary 9. 

City museum to dedicate historical desk 

See CITY Page 5A

Obituary
Robert J. Allegroe (Bob) 
peacefully left this world.
He was 95 years old.
See page 10A.

Photo courtesy of For My Sister Foundation/Facebook

Photo courtesy of U.S. Attorney’s Office, Middle District of Florida



It has been a busy 
week working on sidewalk 
construction schedules, 
lack of roadway connectiv-
ity, septic to sewer meet-
ings, and big policy issues 
to vote on with the Board. 
Plus, I’m enrolled in a lead-
ership class which begins 
this week. It is possible my 
aide may be writing a few 
columns for me over the 
next few months. 

New sections of side-
walks are planned for 
Breezy Heights of Votaw 
Road, Lake Mendelin near 
Border Lake, Sutton, Lake 
Eve, and others off Mag-
nolia Homes Road and the 
older section of county un-
incorporated near Sheel-

er and Apopka Blvd. The 
county is spending about 
$4 million annually to ret-
rofit older communities 
without sidewalks for im-
proved pedestrian safety.

 I must add that the 
surveyors, while placing 
stakes for right-of-way for 
construction, seemingly 
scare people to thinking the 

sidewalks will be halfway 
up in the front yard. That is 
never the case, so please be 
reassured. 

I’m also hosting two 
septic-to-sewer meetings 
for Wekiwa Manor and 
Lake Mendelin Estates at 
Clay Springs Elementa-
ry School. While we have 
been successful in securing 
over $100 million dollars 
for the sewer conversions, 
there are still thousands of 
residents who want sew-
er conversion without suf-
ficient grant funding. Be-
tween the state, county, and 
federal dollars, the grant 
funding is covering 90 per-

Lies, lies, and more 
lies! Today’s life lived in 
the United States of Amer-
ica is full of falsehoods so 
bizarre they would not have 
been believed, or even con-
sidered fifty years ago. Ly-
ing has been so prevalent it 
has been incorporated into 
every monologue present-
ed by our government poli-
ticians, who are supposed 
to be our employees, and 
representative of our direc-
tives. 

The director of our 
Homeland Security, Secre-
tary Alejandros Mayor- 

kas has been adamant about 
how secure our southern 
border and our national se-
curity is, even though mil-
lions of illegal aliens have 
invaded our border, from 
as many as 150 or more na-

tions around the world. 
Impeachment hear-

ings were set up and the 
impeachment of Secretary 
Mayorkas was voted on for 
the first time. Four Repub-
licans voted no on the im-
peachment vote, and when 
Representative Mike Galla-
gher (R-WI) was asked his 
purpose for voting against 
impeachment, his claim 
was impeachment was set 
forth by our founding fa-
thers dealing with “high 
crimes and misdemeanors” 
and Mayorkas’ failures at 
the border did not qualify 

him for impeachment. 
So, now we know that 

lying to, and misleading 
the citizens of the United 
States of America is not a 
crime or a misdemeanor. 
Evidently it is just a minor 
thing to be looked upon as 
common-place occurrence 
that should be overlooked, 
and not to be fretted over. 

Just as the proponents 
and executioners of over 
twelve thousand Jews used 
as excuses for their blatant 
murderous behavior, the ly-
ing Secretary of Homeland 
Security said he was “just 

following orders.”
It is interesting to 

know Representative Mike 
Gallagher (R-WI) is chair 
of the House Select Com-
mittee on the Chinese 
Communist Party, and that 
most of the Chinese com-
ing across our southern 
border are military-aged 
men. 

As in the case of all 
other groups of invaders, 
there are women and chil-
dren in the mix, but in the 
case of the Chinese, there 
are no, or very few, women 
and children. As this in-

vasion is ongoing, we see 
these Chinese men min-
gling with the other groups 
and becoming just a part of 
the migration northward.

The biggest difference 
between the Chinese mi-
grants and the others is that 
they have a camp set up for 
them alone that will not al-
low anyone to enter or in-
terrogate the inhabitants 
there. They have money so 
they can bypass the treach-
erous Darien Gap and trav-
el by boat, (where people 

Misleading citizens of the United States is not a crime or misdemeanor
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DeSantis sending troops to join Texas’ 
border standoff with Biden admin
By: Michael Moline
Florida Phoenix

Gov. Ron DeSantis will deploy 
as many as 1,000 Florida Nation-
al Guard troops, plus members of 
his Florida State Guard and law en-
forcement officers, to back up Tex-
as in its standoff with the Biden ad-
ministration over the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

The governor, who long has 
complained about border enforce-
ment, announced the deployment 
Thursday during a news confer-
ence in Jacksonville, flanked by 
uniformed law officers and mili-
tary personnel. He didn’t say exact-
ly how many people will make the 
trip.

Gov Ron DeSantis announced 
on Feb. 1, 2024, that he’s send-
ing National Guard and Florida 
State Guard troops to help control 
the Texas-Mexico border. Source: 
Screenshot/Florida Channel

“It’s sad that you don’t have a 
president willing to just put his foot 
down and say I’m not going to let 
this happen to my country. But in 
the absence of that leadership and 
the face of dereliction of duty we’re 
going to step up and do our job,” 
DeSantis said.

The fresh troops will join 90 of-
ficers of the Florida Highway Pa-
trol, Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, and Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement 
that DeSantis has already deployed 
to the border, according to numbers 
provided by the governor’s office.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has 
erected razor wire around a park 
located along the border in Eagle 
Pass, Texas, and denied U.S. border 
enforcement agents from access, 
as reported by Phoenix partner The 
Texas Tribune.

The U.S. Supreme Court, cit-
ing federal primacy over border 
control, on Jan. 22 ordered Texas to 
grant access to the feds but Abbott 
has refused, drawing support from 
other Republican governors includ-
ing DeSantis. Now Florida is back-
ing up Abbott with fresh troops.

“Texas has the right to erect 

barriers. They were not even a party 
to that [Supreme Court] decision. I 
think they’re continuing to do what 
they’re going to do, and we are go-
ing to assist them in doing that,” 
DeSantis said.

During his press conference, 
DeSantis all but dared President Joe 
Biden to try something.

“Are you going to have folks 
go in and forcibly remove barriers 
so that more people can come in il-
legally? I don’t think that’s a deci-
sion he would want to do, particu-
larly now that we’re in this election 
year,” DeSantis said.
Border talks

DeSantis did not address the 
negotiations between the admin-
istration in Washington with con-
gressional Republicans on legisla-
tion that would give Biden added 
authority to block asylum seekers 
from entering the country. Donald 
Trump has urged his followers in 
Congress to scotch any deal. Re-
publicans, including DeSantis, have 
insisted that Biden already has the 
necessary authority.

News of the deployment drew 
outrage from Florida Democrats.

“What happened to focusing on 
Florida?” FDP Chair Nikki Fried 
said in a written statement.

“As Ron limps back to his man-
sion as America’s biggest loser, he’s 
desperate to grab headlines and get 
‘wins’ on the board. While Republi-
cans in Washington line up to blow 
up the border deal, Ron is scream-
ing from the sidelines for attention. 
This latest attempt to insert himself 
in the national conversation is just 
another political stunt with a heavy 
price tag for taxpayers,” Fried con-
tinued.

“Sending troops and tax dol-
lars to Texas is a massive waste of 
resources that distracts from deliv-
ering results for Floridians. Instead 
of using this legislative session to 
address the property insurance cri-
sis, Ron and his Republican super-
majority are back to their old tricks. 
Floridians deserve better,” she said.
Florida State Guard
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Give me 6 hours to chop 
down a tree and I will spend 
4 hours sharpening my axe. 

— Abraham Lincoln

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and effective.”
James 5:16

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Tiny Tales at the North Orange Branch Li-
brary 1211 E. Semoran Blvd., on Wednes-
day, February, meets from 11:15-11:45 
a.m., in the Meeting Room, and  is rec-
ommended for babies 0-18 months. Tiny 
Tales is the rhythm and repetition of nurs-
ery rhymes used to introduce children to 
literature. Hold your child in your lap and 
enjoy the time together.

But in the absence of that leader-
ship and the face of dereliction of 
duty we’re going to step up and 
do our job,” DeSantis said.

Guest columnist on need for 
Florida to send support to Texas
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Improvements are very costly to do

Last week,  we closed 
out January with Litera-
cy Week in Orange County 
Public Schools. All of our 
schools held special events 
for the students to empha-
size the importance of read-
ing but, more importantly, 
to spread the message that 
reading is fun.

I’m always trying to 
spread that message be-
cause it’s important as we 
work to improve literacy 
rates in our district, state 
and nation. One of the nega-
tive effects of a test-driven 
education system over the 
last 20 years has been the 
neglect of reading novels or 
books and instead reading 
short passages with the sole 
purpose being to test after-
ward.

The effect is students 
are not given the opportu-

nities to read as many full-
length books and experi-
ence the joy that comes 
from delving into a good 
book. The problem with 
not enjoying reading is 
that children aren’t practic-
ing important reading skills 
needed for life after school.

If students don’t con-
tinually practice the skills 
they learn, they lose them. 
Well, reading skills are no 
different. The ability to 
read a passage and under-

stand the meaning, make 
inferences, and glean the 
main idea, are all exam-
ples of skills that don’t get 
strengthened when they 
are not practiced every 
day through reading books 
for enjoyment. Productive 
adults need to be able to use 
those skills to read emails 
for work or read news arti-
cles or any number of things 
each day to be productive 
citizens.

So, to that end, I’m al-
ways looking for ways to 
make reading fun, and that 
is why I worked with Re-
Imagine Communities to 
make the Read Around the 
City program a district-
wide contest this year in all 
of District 7.

All the schools com-

See BYRD Page 4A

Reading novels or books is disregarded
See MOORE Page 4A

See HAYDEN Page 4A

See BORDER Page 4A

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd
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The Mt. Dora Lions Club will use 
your recyclable eye glasses for the 
program “Project Right to Sight.”

Mt. Dora
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.
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The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

ports last month, Hill was 
charged with first-degree 
murder, and State Attorney 
Andrew Bain said the state 
will seek the death penalty.

“Domestic violence 
doesn’t care who it choos-
es,” Thornton said. “This 
is something that you don’t 
see on movies or in news-
papers. This is something 
that happened in our home, 
in our community. It hap-
pens to a sister, it hap-
pens to a mother. It hap-
pens to a brother, a friend, 
and it happens to a woman 
of faith and a man. Please 
know this. It can happen to 
any of them. It can happen 
to you. The system might 
seem frustrating, but there’s 
hope. I encourage anyone 
out there to find the correct 
resources, but words of en-
couragement. It’s hope. It’s 

hope. But we fight back as 
a community. We have to 
come together and bring 
awareness to those that 
don’t even know they’re in 
this situation.”

Nowadays, Thornton 
cares for her sister’s chil-
dren. However painful the 
process has been, she has 
found her purpose, she said. 

“This process has been 
something that I don’t wish 
upon anybody. To know 
that I would never have a 
chance to talk to my sister 
again. To know that I would 
never have an opportuni-
ty to share milestones with 
her again. To know that her 
children would never have 
an opportunity to share 
milestones with her, to 
know that her children will 
never be able to hug or kiss 
her or to even have a con-
versation with her. It’s a lot 
to take in,” Thornton said. 

The summit included 
two roundtable discussions 
with community leaders 
and expert panelists, ven-
dors and guest speakers. 

The first roundta-
ble was about “Creating 
Healthier and Safer Com-
munities” and the sec-
ond roundtable was about 
“Connecting With Com-
munity Resources” such as 
justice, safety (housing), 
healing and resources. Rod-
erick Love, former Orange 
County District 2 com-
missioner, moderated both 
roundtable discussions. 

VAWA is a federal law 
that, in part, provides hous-
ing protections for people 
applying for or living in 
units subsidized by the fed-
eral government and who 
have experienced domestic 
violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalk-
ing, to help keep them safe 

and reduce their likelihood 
of experiencing homeless-
ness.

Florida Department 
of Children’s most current 
national studies on domes-
tic violence suggest that 22 
to 25 percent of all women 
will experience domestic 
violence at some point dur-
ing their lives. 

According to fiscal 
year 2020-21 reports, Flori-
da’s certified domestic vio-
lence centers provided over 
412,000 nights of emer-
gency shelter to more than 
10,000 survivors of domes-
tic violence. 

“If we could just hang 
on to the last thing she 
(Thornton) said, vow to 
help someone else’s sis-
ter. As we look around this 
room, we all have sisters,” 
Dr. Alesia Scott Ford, HUD 
field office director, said 
to the summit attendees. 

Continued from page 1A

HUD: Domestic violence may be suffered by 22-25 percent of all women
“Even if it’s not a physical 
sister, we have spiritual sis-
ters, we have sisters in the 
community. So, let us take 
advantage of this time and 
this moment to really medi-
tate and think about the im-
portance of how impact-
ful domestic violence is 

on anyone, man or wom-
an, and what can we do to 
make a difference, what can 
we do to assist families that 
are suffering as a result of 
violence.”

Visit hud.gov/vawa for 
more information and re-
sources. 

Need to send 
or receive a 

FAX?
AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.



peted by having students, 
staff and community mem-
bers read and log the min-
utes they read. The contest 
started in October and end-
ed last week on January 31. 
Our goal was for District 7 
to read one million minutes.

Well, we not only 
reached our goal of one mil-
lion minutes read, we DOU-
BLED it! Yes, District 7 
read TWO million minutes 
over the duration of the con-
test. We could not be more 
proud.

Our amazing school 

media specialists at each of 
the 28 schools in District 7 
promoted the contest and 
got the students excited. 
The best part of this endeav-
or was getting staff mem-
bers, parents, and commu-
nity members reading and 
logging minutes for the 
schools, sending the mes-
sage to our children that ev-
eryone likes to read!

I’m proud of all the 
schools but I have to ac-
knowledge some schools 
like Ocoee High School, 
Wolf Lake Middle School, 
and Apopka Elementary 
School that were our lead-

ers for each division. 
Our overall leader ap-

pears to be Wolf Lake Mid-
dle School with well over 
300,000 minutes logged.  
 I’m particularly proud 
of this since middle school 
is often a time when chil-
dren stop reading for plea-
sure. 

I want to thank all the 
schools and families that 
helped make this contest a 
success. 

Let us all continue to 
show our kids that reading 
is fun and encourage them 
to read every day. It takes a 
village!

The Apopka Chief, February 2, 2024, Page 4A

Byrd: We doubled our reading goal
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office407-703-1701
City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111
Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint407-836-4357
Utilities407-836-5515
All other departments407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment407-317-3233
Bus routes407-317-3800
Superintendent407-317-3200
School Board407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707

Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

cent of the costs. Residents mainly suffer 
through the construction phase. I’m in one 
such neighborhood undergoing a conver-
sion and there is dirt everywhere, and yes, 
my car is perpetually dirty.  

So, I’m not worried if these neighbor-
hoods choose to wait and go it alone with-
out county assistance and choose to hire 
their own contractor once their current sys-
tem needs repairs. Approved on-site sep-
tic systems are anywhere from $15,000 
–$25,000 and require regular maintenance 
and partial replacement. Neither choice is 
inexpensive, but at least with the Orange 
County Utilities installing the full gravity 
sewer, there is assistance for problems that 
are sure to arise.  

One tough vote for me was on TDT 
(or Tourist Development Tax) dollars. Af-
ter a year of research, wrangling, and de-
bates, I made the motion to proceed with 
Mayor Demings’ amended plan. I’m proud 
we were able to fund, through tourist tax 
dollars, the improvements of Camping 
World Stadium, Kia Center, and spend $20 
million annually for smaller city projects.  
Remember: uses are determined by state 
statute. We are prohibited from using the 
tax for funding social services or transpor-
tation needs. 

I met with staff to hammer out the 
ARC process and offer technical assistance 
for my smaller cities such as Apopka, Ea-
tonville, and Ocoee. I’m hoping they will 
apply for funding. I’m hearing interest in 

improvements to the amphitheater, con-
struction of a black history museum, and 
new sports complex, respectively. I stand 
ready to assist the cities with the applica-
tion process. I’m also proposing processes 
for the unincorporated areas to apply for 
the new ARC funding, such as the Lock-
hart Lion’s Club to make improvements for 
a museum and full-scale welcome center. 

Additionally, we will be asked dur-
ing this next meeting about taking a do-
nation of conservation land surrounding 
the Split Oak Forest during the construc-
tion of a new highway through 60 acres of 
the protected land through Osceola Coun-
ty. This has been a tough issue: to balance 
the need to save land in perpetuity, to build 
much needed housing, and to construct and 
maintain roadways.  

Finally, I will also be asked whether 
the mayor has my consent to place a modi-
fied request for a new stream of revenue 
for transportation funding on the Novem-
ber ballot. 

While I, and I suppose all the read-
ers, never want to pay more in taxes, we 
must confront the $20-billion dollar deficit 
for roadway expansion, as well as the need 
for safety improvements, additional pub-
lic transportation, and other pressing road-
way issues.

Seminole County has used this tax for 
over 30 years and is so far ahead of us with 
roadways and trails.  

I would love to hear your thoughts on 
this controversial subject. 

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Future changes are expensive

have been murdered, raped, molested, and 
where others have had to step over the 
bodies of those who have died in their per-
ilous journey). 

Bret Weinstein (a noted biologist), 
as he was interviewed by Tucker Carl-
son, stated he has a hypothesis that these 
Chinese Nationalists are being sent to the 
United States for an ulterior motive, and 
this is not a “friendly migration.” His be-
lief is that this invasion is cloaking the en-
trance of the Chinese antagonists into our 
nation without vetting or investigating 
their motives. 

Have you heard of this? Let us get 
back to our original thought. The admin-
istration told us they would be transpar-
ent and forthcoming with their actions and 
their dealings with others. 

I do not think so! We have been lied to 
and deceived by those we have hired (vot-
ed for) to keep us safe and to bring unity to 
our people. 

We have seen our politicians spend 
tax-payer dollars, by the billions, to keep 
other borders safe, but they have miserably 
failed us ... we who pay their salaries. 

Is there a connection between Repre-
sentative Gallagher, chair of the House Se-
lect Committee on the Chinese Communist 
Party, and the “no” vote he cast on the im-
peachment of Secretary Mayorkas for his 
“high crimes and misdemeanors” pertain-
ing to his preposterous lies on how secure 
our borders are to the American people?

My mom always told me, “You will 
never be a good liar because you cannot re-
member well enough!   When 
you tell a lie, you must remember it for-
ever, but when you are truthful you do not 
have to.” 

Mom was right, and those in our gov-
ernment have set forth some whoppers and 
then turned around and said just the oppo-
site.  It is time we held those account-
able for deceptions that have been dumped 
upon us, starting with “the big guy” on 
down.

 Our lives, livelihoods, national secu-
rity, national fortitude, and national pride 
has been dragged  through the mud, and 
we were told to “grin and bear it” because 
“Bidonomics” is working, and we will 
soon be swimming in wealth and luxury. 

If you believe that, I have a bridge to 
sell!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Do not forget your lies

Continued from page 2A

The Legislature created the 
State Guard in 2022 at DeSantis’ 
behest to supplement to the Florida 
National Guard and assist in public 
emergencies. The Legislature voted 
across party lines last year to cre-
ate a “specialized unit” within the 
force with power to arrest civilians 
if deployed by the governor. Un-
like the National Guard, the State 
Guard answers only to the gover-
nor and can’t be federalized by the 
president.

That same legislation specified 
that the State Guard was to be used 
“exclusively within the state, or to 
provide support to other states.” 
This would appear to be the first 
out-of-state deployment. And the 
measure boosted the State Guard’s 
maximum numbers to 1,500 volun-
teers.

In proposing the force in De-
cember 2021, DeSantis imagined a 
“civilian volunteer force that will 
have the ability to assist the Nation-

al Guard in state-specific emergen-
cies.” 

The state, he said then, needs to 
“be able to use support in ways that 
are not encumbered by the feder-
al government or don’t require the 
federal government.”

During Thursday’s event, State 
Guard Director Mark Thieme re-
peatedly referred to its members as 
“soldiers.”

Members of the State Guard re-
ceived specialized training last fall 
at a private Panhandle facility in 
weapons training, first aid and “tac-
tical casualty combat care,” avia-
tion and maritime search and res-
cue missions, and “aerial gunnery” 
practices, the Tampa Bay Times and 
Miami Herald reported in Decem-
ber.

Stronghold SOF Solutions, 
which operates the facility, at the 
time listed lists Eddie Gallagher, a 
former U.S. Navy SEAL who was 
accused of war crimes, as one of its 
instructors, the newspapers report-
ed.

Continued from page 2A

Border: We must protect borders

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com

Dear Editor,
 A local & minority bid 
preference opportunity poli-
cy would protect local Apop-
ka businesses and give pref-
erence to the local banks 
currently partnering with 
and give other local Apop-
ka businesses preference 
to contract and serve the 
City of Apopka investment, 
maintenance contracts, and 
all other service and devel-
opment needs.   
 Nationwide Buy Lo-
cal, Build Local, Serve Lo-
cal, Live Local, Give Local, 
initiatives have become a fo-
cus. 
 As a follow up to my 
past two letters to the edi-
tor following the actions of 
city council on December 
6, creating a policy revision 
to transfer City of Apopka 
investment funds out of lo-
cal banks, to be managed by 
Morgan Stanley, a Colorado 
investment fund. Currently 
Seacoast and Synovus lo-
cal banks are servicing City 
of Apopka funds and paying 
competitive market rates. 
 On February 7, 2024,  
the city council meeting in-
cluded an out-of-town guest, 
the Morgan Stanley in-
vestment firm. At 1:53 into 
the meeting (which can be 
found on YouTube) the pre-
sentation begins with a com-
missioner making a “clar-
ifying statement” in ref-
erence to the December 6 
council meeting when rep-
resentatives from Synovus, 
Seacoast and the chamber 
came to request that coun-
cil pause on voting on a pol-
icy to move funds out of the 
community banks to speak 
with partnering banks who 
were not directly notified 
of the need to bid on funds 
they are currently holding. 
All business leaders came to 
council to request a pause, 
but were met with aggres-
sion, accusatory statements,  
demeaning and downplay-
ing the concerns, as well as 
statements saying the con-
cerns are lies, erroneous, and 
political folly.  Months ago 
when Commissioner Nick 
Nesta put One Florida Bank 
in his crosshairs, it was polit-

ical folly,  as the City’s oth-
er deposits at Synovus and 
Seacoast were never men-
tioned.  Policial folly by the 
very definition of the term. 
Commissioner Nesta ac-
cused One Florida Bank of 
shortchanging the City of 
Apopka upwards of $1MM 
because they were paying a 
less-than-competitive inter-
est rate, which is categori-
cally false.  Further, in his 
latest campaign literature 
Commissioner Nesta claims 
that he “successfully advo-
cated and secured a solid 
investment option, earning 
more than $1 million more 
per year in interest for the 
residents’ funds.”  He gives 
himself too much credit as 
Fed Chairman Jerome Pow-
ell and the Federal Reserve 
Board oversaw 11 Fed Funds 
Rate increases between 
March 2022 and July 2023. 
The City of Apopka con-
tract with Morgan Stanley-
includes a cost of $45,000 
per year as an annual invest-
ment advisor fee, regardless 
of whether the City’s invest-
ments earn a return or incur 
a loss.  This is the same in-
formation that they were re-
ceiving for free at One Flori-
da Bank, Seacoast Bank and 
Synovous Bank.  Further, 
unlike Morgan Stanley, the 
depository accounts at these 
banks were not market sen-
sitive insomuch as there is 
no risk of the principal being 
lost.  
 Yet at Wednesday’s 
meeting the concerns I and 
our local banks have ex-
pressed were addressed and 
confirmed directly by Mor-
gan Stanley when they pro-
posed to move $60 million 
(30 million from Synovus 
and $30 million from Sea-
coast) banks, and $54 mil-
lion from Synovus bank by 
Q2. This is a contrast to what 
Commissioner Nesta and 
Commissioner Becker reit-
erated multiple times over 
the past few weeks in ver-
bal and written statements, 
online, in debates, and from 
the dais, as they have stated 
a maximum of $10 million 
would be transferred, and 
not without approval. 

 I requested and have re-
viewed the Morgan Stanley 
contract, and my second let-
ter to the editor spelled out 
the contradicting statements. 
The Morgan Stanley con-
tract clearly states a com-
plete investment program 
(without any “maximum” of 
total investment funds spec-
ified). Morgan Stanley also 
explained that the return on 
these investments will be 
lower than what our local 
banks are currently paying 
in interest now. 
 These are the exact con-
cerns the banks and I ex-
pressed in our statements 
to council and in my pri-
or letters.  Morgan Stanley 
also confirmed that revenue 
growth from federal interest 
rate increases is the reason 
for “growth in revenue”, and 
that our local banks are giv-
ing us a “great deal”. 
 Wednesday afternoon 
the commission decided to 
pause the monetary move 
for now, and to speak to the 
local bank partners (as the 
chamber and banks request-
ed on December 6).  They 
plan to revisit the plan to ap-
prove the funding move to 
Morgan Stanley at the Feb-
ruary 21 City Council meet-
ing. 
 Please reach out to the 
commissioners to let them 
know that all Apopka busi-
nesses need to have a lo-
cal bid preference of at least 
10% (instead of 3%), and to 
establish a minority small 
business bid preference pol-
icy for our local, small, vet-
eran and minority led busi-
nesses to be considered as 
contractors prior to using 
companies outside of the 
community. 
 Please encourage the 
City of Apopka to keep 
funds and service needs lo-
cal when local providers are 
competitive and qualified. 

Sincerely, 
Cate Manley

President & CEO
Apopka Area 

Chamber of Commerce 
Join at apopkachamber.org 
The Voice of the Business 

Community for over 
110 Years

Transfer of funds to be addressed Feb. 21 
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• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
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CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
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Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING
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Shelley’s Septic Tanks
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Emergency Services 
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-549-6518CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN 
#IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.
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1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, a� ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
#
      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Publication dates Feb 9, 16, 23 & March 1

In cooperation with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 
Orange County, Florida, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA), has prepared a Tier 2 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA), as required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, for the proposed replacement of 
approximately 13.13 miles of vintage steel and vintage plastic 
polyethylene (PE) pipe in multiple areas of the system with 
modern polyethylene pipe. PHMSA published a Tier 1 Nation-
wide EA for the Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety 
and Modernization Grant Program (NGDISM) on November 
9, 2022.  The stated purpose of NGDISM is for municipality 
or community owned utilities to repair, rehabilitate, or replace 
its natural gas distribution pipeline system or portions thereof 
or to acquire equipment to (1) reduce incidents and fatalities 
and (2) avoid economic losses by providing grant opportunities 
to municipality or community owned utilities. The Tier 1 EA is 
available at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/
fi les/2023-07/Tier-1-PHMSA-2022-0123-0001.pdf. The Tier 2 
EA is available for review and comment on the web at https://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/working-phmsa/grants/pipe-
line/tier-2-site-specifi c-environmental-documents and a copy 
is available at Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter 
Garden Vineland Road, Winter Garden, FL 3478. Please 
submit all comments to: PHMSABILGrantNEPAComments@
dot.gov and reference NGDISM-FY22-EA-2023-20 in your 
response. Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 
PHMSA has issued a No Historic Properties Affected fi nding 
which is available for review in the Tier 2 EA. Comments on the 
Tier 2 EA are due by March 5, 2024.

PHMSA Environmental Review 
Notice of Availability

In cooperation with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 
Orange County, Florida, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA), has prepared a Tier 2 Environ-
mental Assessment (EA), as required by the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, for the proposed replacement of 
approximately 13.13 miles of vintage steel and vintage plastic 
polyethylene (PE) pipe in multiple areas of the system with 
modern polyethylene pipe. PHMSA published a Tier 1 Nation-
wide EA for the Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety 
and Modernization Grant Program (NGDISM) on November 
9, 2022.  The stated purpose of NGDISM is for municipality 
or community owned utilities to repair, rehabilitate, or replace 
its natural gas distribution pipeline system or portions thereof 
or to acquire equipment to (1) reduce incidents and fatalities 
and (2) avoid economic losses by providing grant opportunities 
to municipality or community owned utilities. The Tier 1 EA is 
available at https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/
fi les/2023-07/Tier-1-PHMSA-2022-0123-0001.pdf. The Tier 2 
EA is available for review and comment on the web at https://
www.phmsa.dot.gov/about-phmsa/working-phmsa/grants/pipe-
line/tier-2-site-specifi c-environmental-documents and a copy 
is available at Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter 
Garden Vineland Road, Winter Garden, FL 3478. Please 
submit all comments to: PHMSABILGrantNEPAComments@
dot.gov and reference NGDISM-FY22-EA-2023-20 in your 
response. Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 
PHMSA has issued a No Historic Properties Affected fi nding 
which is available for review in the Tier 2 EA. Comments on the 
Tier 2 EA are due by March 5, 2024.

PHMSA Environmental Review 
Notice of Availability Fri., February 9, 2024

thru 
Sun., February 11, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

DISCOUNT DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95 

with the Regal Crown Club Card 
(Excluding Holidays). 

• SAT. ONLY, 
•• FRI. & SUN ONLY

ANYONE BUT YOU: THE VALENTINE 
ENCORE (R) 1:00; 3:50; 7:40; 10:20
LISA FRANKENSTEIN (PG-13) 1:40; 
4:20; 7:10; 9:50
ARGYLLE (PG-13) 12:30; 3:40; 7:00; 
10:10
THE CHOSEN: SEASON 4 EPISODES 
1-3 (NR) 12:20; 3:30; 6:30
MEAN GIRLS (PG-13) 1:10; 4:00; 6:50; 
9:40
THE BEEKEEPER (R) 12:50; 4:30; 7:20; 
10:00
MIGRATION (PG) 1:20••; 2:00•; 4:10; 
6:40; 9:30
WONKA (PG) 1:30••; 1:50•; 4:40; 7:30; 
10:30
KID: HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 
(PG) 11:2OA•
KID: THE SUPER MARIO BROS. (PG) 
11:2OA•

Call: 407-886-2777 
Email: Ads@theapopkachief.com

or
 Visit: www.TheApopkaChief.com

ADVERTISE

You’ll be glad you did!

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

lack of information there-
of which doesn’t allow us 
to go to these calls for ser-
vice with as much informa-
tion as possible,” Sosa con-
tinued. “So, a lot of the ser-
vice that we provide as the 
police department has to do 
with information that we 
receive from either a third-
party person or information 
that we have collected in 
the past that can go into our 
databases.”

Sosa explained that 
on January 1, the state 
launched House Bill 1275, 
known as the “Protect Our 
Loved Ones” Act, which 
authorizes law enforcement 
agencies to have a database 
for a special needs registry. 

The bill exempts any shar-
ing of information of a spe-
cial needs person or an au-
tistic individual. Such data 
will only be shared with 
other first responders, he 
added. 

To qualify for the spe-
cial needs registry, individ-
uals must reside within the 
city of Apopka part or full 
time, and require additional 
assistance or consideration 
during an emergency situa-
tion or calls for police ser-
vices. The registry is not in-
tended for people who live 
in long-term healthcare fa-
cilities. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
thanked Sosa for coming up 
with the special needs reg-
istry, and believed the pro-
gram to be a good idea that 

would help the community. 
Commissioner Diane 

Velazquez said she and her 
family faced many chal-
lenges over the decade in 
helping her autistic and ep-
ileptic brother, who is 69 
years old. She believed that 
the special registry pro-
gram is “good in the right 
direction,” but she was con-
cerned about the residents’ 
privacy. 

“You don’t want them 
to stand out and be singled 
out, but what if someone 
wants just a sticker to kind 
of identify that they have a 
family member that is au-
tistic or falls within the cat-
egory that you have, but 
they don’t want to regis-

Continued from page 1A

City: APD trains officers in 
assisting autistic individuals

See CITY Page 7A
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BUY Something! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 

Classi� ed Section of
The Apopka Chief 

& The Planter

Classifi cation: #

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. 
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 

32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,  Apopka 
32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________Email: ______________________

As always, a good deal can be yours 
when you use the

Place your Ad Today!
VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

Or EMAIL us at 
classi� eds@theapopkachief.com

Or CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121. (15)

15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay, 
or $11.50 when billed. You can run your ad 

4 weeks for the price of 3. 
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

need 
updated 
prices

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Ford Cour tesy Transpor tation Vehicle (retired ser vice loaner).  1.9% APR financing for 72 months available 
on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financ-
ing through Ford Credit.  Not all  buyers will  qualify.  1.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per 
$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 1.9% offer is not compatible with other factor y incentives. 

Residenc y restrictions apply. Ends 2/29/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

  Save
$8,200 to

$11,250
off  MSRP

+
for 72 MOS.

  1.9% APR

2023 F-150 XLT
SUPERCREW

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Ford Cour tesy Transpor tation Vehicle (retired ser vice loaner).  1.9% APR financing for 72 months available 
on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financ-
ing through Ford Credit.  Not all  buyers will  qualify.  1.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per 
$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 1.9% offer is not compatible with other factor y incentives. 

Residenc y restrictions apply. Ends 2/29/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

2023 F-150 XLT
SUPERCREW   Save

$8,200 to
$11,250
off  MSRP

+
for 72 MOS.

  1.9% APR

HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation
Equipment and Duct Repair4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4

the store and stole 13 firearms, carry-
ing them out in a black trash bag.

On January 6, 2023, Middleton 
attempted to breach the door of a gun 
store in Clearwater, but was disrupted 
by law enforcement and arrested. Two 
of the firearms stolen from the gun 
store in Melbourne were recovered 
in the vehicle Middleton was driving, 
and the 11 remaining stolen firearms 
were recovered from a trash bag in the 
yard at Middleton’s residence.

This case was investigated by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives with assistance 
from the Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Melbourne Police Depart-
ment, the Pinellas County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Apopka Police De-
partment. Assistant United States At-
torney Diane Hu prosecuted this case. 

This case is part of Project Safe 
Neighborhoods (PSN), a program 
bringing together all levels of law en-
forcement and the communities they 
serve to reduce violent crime and gun 

violence, and to make neighborhoods 
safer for everyone. 

On May 26, 2021, the Depart-
ment launched a violent crime re-
duction strategy strengthening PSN 
based on these core principles: foster-
ing trust and legitimacy in communi-
ties, supporting community-based or-
ganizations that help prevent violence 
from occurring in the first place, set-
ting focused and strategic enforce-
ment priorities, and measuring the re-
sults.

Continued from page 1A

Crime: Apopka-area authorities 
helped investigate case

By Andrew Powell 
The Center Square 

Governor Ron DeSan-
tis unveiled a proposal on 
Monday, February 5, de-
signed to combat homeless-
ness and prevent Florida 
cities from becoming like 
San Francisco. 

The proposed legisla-
tion would prohibit camp-
ing on city streets, side-
walks and parks and give 
the state the ability to en-
sure the compliance of lo-
cal governments.

The state would 
also increase money for 
homeless shelters while 
banning drug use among 
those living there and re-
quiring them to seek work. 
The governor’s proposal 
would also increase fund-
ing for substance abuse and 
mental health treatment. 

“We bring a ray of 
hope to make sure that 
we’re gonna do everything 
we can in this legislative 
session to keep Florida on 
the right track. There’s a 
lot of different things that 

Gov. DeSantis unveils proposal aimed to combat homelessness
we’ve been working on.” 
DeSantis said.

The former GOP presi-
dential candidate noted that 
over the past five years, 
Florida has paid down 25 
percent of its debt while 
the federal government has 
continued to spend.

“Your share of the na-
tional debt as a U.S. citizen 
is over $100,000 per Amer-
ican, your share of Flori-
da’s debt as a Florida res-
ident is about $600,” De-
Santis said.

DeSantis pointed out 
that because the Sunshine 
State’s debt is so small, 
Florida would be able to 

handle paying this debt if 
it needed to, and compared 
to other states, Florida has 
done very well managing 
its liabilities.

“We’re gonna continue 
to cut taxes, we’re gonna 
continue to make sure we 
manage the budget well, 
we’re also gonna continue 
to ensure that we’re invest-
ing in things like educa-
tion,” DeSantis said, add-
ing that Florida is ranked 
number one in education 
according to U.S. News & 
World Report.

DeSantis added that 
parental choice in their 
child’s education and in-

creasing salaries for teach-
ers also remains a priority 
for himself and lawmakers, 
with the Legislature invest-
ing over $1 billion into edu-
cation during the 2023 leg-
islative session.

Environmental res-
toration and preservation 
also remain a top priority, 
with DeSantis stating that 
thanks to the work of law-
makers since he has been 
governor, there are projects 
now getting off the ground 
that were once thought to 
be pipe dreams 10 years 
ago, including a storm wa-
ter treatment plant located 
in the Everglades.

“We really take pride 
in being a law and order 
state, we take pride in be-
ing a state that supports the 
people who wear uniforms, 
and we take pride in main-
taining public order, and 
making sure people have 
good quality of life,” De-
Santis said.

DeSantis added that 
he and the Legislature are 
not going to allow any city 
in Florida to become a city 
like Los Angeles or San 
Francisco, which both have 
high crime rates, homeless-
ness, and drug use.

“Not on our watch,” 
DeSantis said.

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé Positano
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Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care, 
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 2/29/24.

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
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Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 2/29/24.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.
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584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

March 17th, 2024 at 10:00 am
Come and enjoy The Duncans in Concert

Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE LUNCH after the concert

Would like to invite you to come 
join us for a blessing from

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church
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join us for a blessing from

March 17th, 2024 at 10:00 am
Come and enjoy The Duncans in Concert

Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE LUNCH after the concertYOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON SCOTT!

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center • www.countonscott.com

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307
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At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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INFO
YOU CAN 

USE
TO KEEP IN 

TOUCH:
Web site: 

www.theapopkachief.com
E-mail: 

news@theapopkachief.com
ads@theapopkachief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

An Apopka native and his wife opened their own 
chiropractic office Revamp Chiropractic in Eustis. 
Dr. Cameron Kelly, a graduate of Piedmont Lakes 
Middle School and Wekiva High School, and his 
wife Dr. Whitney Kelly offer chiropractic care, 
shockwave therapy, frozen shoulder treatment, 
cupping, electrotherapy and ultrasound, and 
equine chiropractic. The address is 15930 U.S. 
Highway 441, Eustis. The phone number is 352-
663-2778 and their website is revampchiro.com.

Chiropractic care

ter them. Would they be al-
lowed to have that sticker?

Sosa said that the po-
lice department will contin-
ue to do their best to track 
as much information as it 
could. Police Chief Mi-
chael McKinley added that 
the registry will offer two 
different decals because 
people with special needs 
don’t always react to law 
enforcement presence as 
people with autism. 

McKinley said every 
two years, the Apopka Po-
lice Department trains oth-
er law enforcement agen-
cies in interacting with au-
tistic people. Every Apopka 
police officer, with the ex-
ception of the most recently 
hired ones, has undergone 
crisis intervention training, 
which teaches them where 
resources in the communi-
ty are and how to deal with 
people dealing with a men-
tal health situation or dis-
ability. 

Commissioner Nick 
Nesta asked about if the 
special needs registry could 
be bridged over to helping 
homeless individuals, espe-
cially since some homeless 
people might have similar 
issues.

“Most of our officers 
are very familiar with our 
homeless population be-
cause we do encounter, 
and understand what most 
of their mental disabilities 
are,” McKinley responded. 
“We can look at some way 
to interact. I mean, we do 
have constant contact with 
them and we do know those 
that suffer from mental in-
capacitation or mental dis-
orders. But we’ll look at 
something to try to address 
that.” 

If an officer comes 

across someone who the of-
ficer thinks should partici-
pate in the program, the of-
ficer should obtain the per-
son’s name, address and 
contact information, en-
courage them to sign up, 
provide the website infor-
mation or a physical appli-
cation, and forward their 
information to special-
needs@apopka.net. 

The 2650 Foundation
Michael Duran, fa-

ther of fallen Apopka fire-
fighter Austin Duran, an-
nounced the 2650 Founda-
tion’s upcoming activities 
and events. 2650 was Aus-
tin Duran’s badge number. 
Michael Duran is the Foun-
dation’s founder and CEO. 

This year, the founda-
tion will award three full 
scholarships, working with 
Apopka and Wekiva high 
schools to send one grad-
uating senior from each 
school to a firefighter acad-
emy for firefighter mini-
mum standards and a third 
senior to an EMT school. 

Additionally, the foun-
dation will send a firefight-
er to a paramedic school to 
“foster the next generation 
of Austin’s Army,” Michael 
Duran said, and send six 
Apopka firefighters to tech-
nical certification training 
in vehicle machinery res-
cue operations. 

On Saturday, March 
16, the 2650 Foundation 
will host the first annu-
al First Responder Mental 
Health and Wellness Fair 
at the Orlando Profession-
al Firefighters Union Hall 
from 10 am. to 1 p.m. The 
event will include educa-
tion, speakers and yoga ses-
sions. 

Visit the2650founda-
tion.org for more informa-
tion.

City: Foundation to 
help with scholarships
Continued from page 5A
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WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

RUN DATES: 02/08/24, 02/09/24

On  Wednesday,
February 14, people 
throughout the United 
States and in many oth-
er regions of the world 
will celebrate Valentine’s 
Day. It’s a day to highlight 
romantic love as well as 
to commit to loving all of 
humanity.

The origins of this 
celebration are obscure. 
But the day’s current sig-
nificance in the world of 
retail sales is unques-
t ionable—par ticular-
ly in the realm of greet-
ing cards and choco-
late! Two or three weeks 
before Christmas Day, 
shelves in many retail 
outlets are already being 
dedicated to Valentine 
products and displays.

Th is  Va len t ine’s 
Day, Graceworx Com-
munity Church urges 
all in our community to 
do something special 
for their significant oth-
er. But also, let’s har-
ness the potential of this 
much-marketed celebra-
tion to reflect on how we 
can be more loving, car-
ing, and compassionate 
toward all with whom we 
come in contact.

May the following 
quotes serve as a re-
minder and an inspira-
tion:

1. “The greatest hap-
piness of life is the con-
viction that we are loved; 
loved for ourselves—or 
rather, loved in spite of 
ourselves.”—Victor Hugo

2. “Love makes your 
soul crawl out from its 
hiding place.”—Zora 

Graceworx Community Church conducts its services each Saturday at 11:30 
AM at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 9913 Bear Lake Road, Apopka, FL 
32703. Contact us by calling 321-228-4599 or emailing graceworxcc@gmail.
com.

Graceworx Community Church, Valentine’s 
Day, and quotes about Human Love

“Let us love one another,  for love comes from God, God is love.
Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.”

—1 John 4:7, 8, 21 NIV 

Neale Hurston
3 .   “Nobody  has 

ever measured—even 
poets—how much a 
heart can hold.”—Zelda 
Fitzgerald

4.  “Lots of people 
want to ride with you in 
the limo, but what you 
want is someone who 
will take the bus with you 
when the limo breaks 
down.”—Oprah Winfrey

5.  “There is noth-
ing I would not do for 
those who are really my 
friends. I have no no-
tion of loving people by 
halves; it is not my na-
ture.”—Jane Austen

6. “Love is an irre-
sistible desire to be irre-
sistibly desired.”—Rob-
ert Frost

7.   “The giving of 
love is an education in 
itself.”—Eleanor Roos-
evelt

8. “Life is the flower 
for which love is the hon-

ey.”—Victor Hugo
9.   “Being deeply 

loved by someone gives 
you strength, while lov-
ing someone deeply 
gives you courage.”—
Lao Tzu

10.  “We are most 
alive when we are in 
love.”—John Updike

11. “The only thing 
we never get enough of 
is love; and the only thing 
we never give enough of 
is love.”—Henry Miller

12. “To love and be 
loved is to feel the sun 
from both sides.”—Da-
vid Viscott

13.   “Love is  the 
whole thing. We are only 
pieces.”—Rumi

14. “Love is that con-
dition in which the hap-
piness of another per-
son is essential to your 
own.”—Robert A. Hein-
lein

15. “Love is friend-
ship that has caught 

fire.”—Ann Landers
16. “Love is like the 

wind, you can’t see it, but 
you can feel it.”—Nicho-
las Sparks

17. “You always gain 
by giving love.”—Reese 
Witherspoon

Graceworx   i s  a 
non-denominat ional 
congregation that con-
ducts its worship servic-
es each Saturday morn-
ing at 11:30 a.m. at St. 
Andrews Presbyter i-
an Church, 9913 Bear 
Lake Road, Apopka, 
FL 32703. An Adult Bi-
ble Study meets in the 
church’s boardroom at 
10:00 AM. 

For more informa-
tion about Graceworx, 
phone 321-228-4599 
or email graceworxcc@
gmail.com.
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 

 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 

 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
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• Argos Family Diner,
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 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
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• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 

 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd

• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Arrowsmith Realty announced a 
strategic decision to part ways with 
the NextHome franchise and return to 
its roots as an independent boutique 
brokerage. This transition marks a 
significant chapter in the company’s 
journey, reaffirming its commitment 
to providing the same exceptional ser-
vice with a renewed focus on person-
alized experiences.

After careful consideration and 
in response to the evolving needs of 
its clients and community, Arrow-
smith Realty has chosen to embrace a 
boutique brokerage model, which en-
ables the brokerage to continue deliv-
ering a service its clients have come 

to expect.
“Our decision to transition to a 

boutique brokerage reflects our ded-
ication to maintaining the personal-
ized and client-centric approach that 
sets Arrowsmith Realty apart,” said 
Natalie Arrowsmith, broker/owner at 
Arrowsmith Realty. “While our affili-
ation with NextHome has been valu-
able, we believe that returning to an 
independent model will allow us to 
better serve our community and fur-
ther enhance the real estate experienc-
es we provide.”

A key strength that distinguishes 
Arrowsmith Realty is the collective 
experience of its agents. The team 

boasts a combined total of over 85 
years in the real estate industry. 

To accompany this transition, 
Arrowsmith Realty is introducing its 
new name, Arrowsmith Realty, Inc., 
and visual identity. The rebranding 
effort reflects the company’s com-
mitment to innovation, growth, and a 
continued dedication to exceeding cli-
ent expectations.

Arrowsmith Realty, Inc. is an 
Apopka-based real estate brokerage 
that has helped individuals and fami-
lies achieve their real estate goals for 
17 years. For more information about 
Arrowsmith Realty, Inc., call 407-
992-8955.

Arrowsmith Realty parts ways with 
NextHome, returns to independent roots
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
 407-889-2636
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Church of Christ 
 of Plymouth
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

  

(See message above.)Tolerant persons 
respect and accept per-
sons who are differ-
ent from themselves. 
Tolerant persons not 
only learn more about 
others—and other cul-
tures—but they also 
tend to have more 
friends and promote 
peace and understand-
ing in their lives.

We live in an era 
where many people 
are leaving their home 
countries in search of 
better lives for them-
selves and their families. 
It is unfortunate that so 
many countries are so 
poorly governed that 
people feel compelled 
to leave, but that is the 
state of today’s world.

Those of us who 
live in more affluent, 
better-run countries 
may be inclined to feel 
that the immigrants 
who come here drag us 
down, but that is usu-
ally not the case. Most 
immigrants desire to 

work and contribute 
to the common good, 
which they usually do 
after being here for a 
short time.

Statistics show that 
first-generation immi-
grants commit fewer 
crimes than native born 
citizens, are more likely 
to start their own busi-
nesses, and they usually 
bring with them a sense 
of gratitude for all that 
their new country of-
fers.

We are incredibly 
fortunate to live in a 
country which is sought 
by so many throughout 
the world. We should 
be tolerant of those 
who come here seeking 
a better life. They may 
need some extra help at 
first, but eventually they 
will add much to the 
common good. And fi-
nally, remember that all 
of us ultimately came 
from somewhere else.

–Christopher Simon

“Do not oppress a 
foreigner; you 
yourselves know how 
it feels to be 
foreigners, because 
you were foreigners 
in Egypt.”
Exodus 23:9 NIV

2/9/24
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VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

ROBERT J. ALLEGROE (BOB), 95, peacefully left this world on 
Saturday, January 27, 2024. Born in October 1928, Bob was the son of 
the late Eric and Clara Kochanowski. Bob is survived by his loving wife 
Barbara Allegroe; children Mark (Nadia) Allegroe and Greg Allegroe; 
6 grandchildren; as well as 10 great grandchildren. He will be dearly 
missed.

…

Obituaries

See Obituary on page 10A

1. Is the book of Shime-
ah (KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. In Joshua 10, which 
people were killed by great 
stones cast down from 
heaven? Amorites, Samar-
ians, Canaanites, Nazarenes

3. From Genesis 2:24, 
what phrase describes the 
marriage of a man and a 
woman? Holy matrimony, 
God’s reward, One flesh, 
Today forever

4. Which insect is men-
tioned in the book of James 
as an eater of garments? 
Gnat, Hornet, Ant, Moth

5. What king of Bashan 
had an iron bed thirteen and 
a half feet long? Edrei, Og, 
Argob, Senir

6. On which day of cre-
ation was the sun made? 
First, Second, Third, Fourth

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Amorites, 3) One flesh, 
4) Moth, 5) Og, 6) Fourth

Sharpen your under-
standing of scripture with 
Wilson’s Casey’s latest 
book, “Test Your Bible 
Knowledge,” available in 
bookstores and online.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

King of Bashan had a bed 
thirteen and a half feet long

Honor Your
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out 
about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit 
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Robert J. Allegroe (Bob) 
peacefully left this world for his 
next adventure on Saturday, 
January 27, 2024. He was 95 
years old.

Born in October 1928, 
Bob was the son of the late Eric 
and Clara Kochanowski. While 
in high school Bob was a track 
star and the fastest sprinter in 
the state of Illinois. He enlisted 
in the Army where he was sta-
tioned in Panama and played 
accordion in the Army band, 
entertaining troops at the base. 
He attended the University of 
Illinois.

After leaving the Univer-
sity, Bob continued his passion 
for music and entertainment, 
opening a music store named 
Allegroe School of Music. He 
taught accordion to all ages and 
started a band called the One 
Plus One, performing nationally. 
Bob had the opportunity to 
play in many venues, including 
Al Hirt’s club in New Orleans, 
Seattle World’s Fair and the 
Las Vegas strip. He was also 
involved annually with the Jerry 

Lewis Labor Day Telethon to 
benefi t MDA. While performing 
at a nightclub at Geneva on the 
Lake in Ohio, he met Barbara 
Nims. They married in March 
1958 and had two sons, Mark 
and Greg, both of Apopka.

Bob became a McDon-
ald’s owner operator in 1972, 
operating multiple restaurants in 
Apopka, Forest City, Lockhart, 
Ocoee, Winter Garden, Cler-
mont, Davenport, until retiring 
in 2018. He was an active 
community partner and member 
of United Methodist Church of 
Apopka. Residents knew Bob 
was on the roads, sporting “Big 
Mac” license plates, throughout 
the years. He could regu-
larly be seen in his McDonald’s 
restaurants and knew most of 
his customers and community 
partners by name. Bob’s com-
mitment to McDonald’s was 
solid and throughout the years 
he received several awards, 
recognitions, and nomina-
tions including Chairman of 
the McDonald’s National 
Operators Advisory Board, 
Co-Op President, Leadership 
Council Chairman, Government 
Relations Steering Committee 
member, Chamber of Com-
merce member (awarded Busi-
nessman of the Year in 2011), 
Rotarian, Florida Hospital Board 
member, Partner in Education 
with local schools, Edgewood 
Boy’s Ranch supporter, Apopka 
Foliage Festival supporter, 
Sertoma member, and member 
of the Zoning/Signage Board 
Committee of Apopka. Bob 
received two prestigious Ronald 

Awards from McDonald’s.. For 
many years he emceed the 
annual Christmas Parade. Bob 
also awarded several athletic 
scholarships to high school 
graduates. In 1976 Bob raised 
money through McDonald’s 
promotions to send the Apopka 
High School Band to the 
International Music Festival in 
Europe. He also assisted with 
and donated to community 
fundraisers. Bob was also an 
active participant and supporter 
of Ronald McDonald House 
Childrens Charities.

“You never get a second 
chance to make a fi rst impres-
sion,” was one of Bob’s favorite 
sayings. He certainly made a 
good fi rst impression on every-
one he met.

Bob is survived by his lov-
ing wife Barbara Allegroe; chil-
dren Mark (Nadia) Allegroe and 
Greg Allegroe; grandchildren 
Eric Allegroe, Adam (Coral) Al-
legroe, Aaron Allegroe, Jordan 
(Amber) Allegroe, Victor (Lili) 
Alvarez and Monica Allegroe; 
as well as 10 great grandchil-
dren. He will be dearly missed 
by his extended family, loved 
ones and friends.

In lieu of fl owers please 
make a donation to the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities® of 
Central Florida

Robert J. Allegroe (Bob)

The city of Apopka 
will have a general elec-
tion on Tuesday, March 
19, from 7 a.m.-7 p.m., at 
assigned precincts, for two 
council seats: Council Seat 
3, currently held by Kyle 
Becker, and Council Seat 
4, currently held by Nick 
Nesta.

Candidates running 
for Seat 3 are Nadia Ander-
son and Darryl Richardson 
to replace Becker, who an-
nounced late last year that 
he won’t seek re-election.

Candidates running 
for Seat 4 are incumbent 
Nesta and Eric Mock, chal-
lenger.  

 If necessary, there 
will be a runoff election at 
a date yet to be determined 
by the Orange County Su-
pervisor of Election. (OC-
SOE) Early voting will be 
held at the Apopka Com-

munity Center/VFW Post 
10147, located at 519 S. 
Central Ave. Early voting 
begins March 4 and ends 
March 17, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
For mail-in ballots, the 
last day to request one for 
the March 19 election is 
March 7.

Voters may also go to 
the OCSOE offi ce, located 
at 119 W. Kaley St., Or-
lando. 

If you are not a regis-
tered voter at this time, the 
registration books will be 
open until Tuesday, Febru-
ary 19 at 5 p.m. 

Please note that the 
OCSOE offi ce will be open 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., on Sat-
urday, February 17, to al-
low people to come in and 
register for the fi rst time or 
to make necessary changes 
to their information prior 
to the book close.

Voter registration deadline for 
upcoming Apopka election is 
Monday, February 19, 5 p.m.

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

The Northwest Orange 
Republican Women Feder-
ated (NORWF) will host a 
forum for the Apopka City 
Council Seat 3 and Seat 
candidates on Thursday, 
February 15, at the Apopka 
City Center Hilton Garden 
Inn.

The forum is an op-
portunity for voters to listen 
to each candidate, ask their 
questions and get them an-
swered.

The Seat 3 candidates 
are Nadia Anderson and 
Darryl Richardson. The 
Seat 4 candidates are Eric 
Mock and incumbent Nick 
Nesta. 

The lunch meeting 
starts at 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at the Hilton Garden 
Inn Apopka City Center, 
580 E. Main St., Apopka. 

Attendees are asked to ar-
rive by 11:15 a.m. Cost of 
buffet lunch is $25 with 
reservation and $30 at the 
door without a reservation. 
There is limited seating, 
so reservations should be 
made now. 

For more information 
and to make reservations, 
contact Marty Harrison at 
407-493-0471 or marty-
aoii@aol.com. 

Visit NORWF at face-
book.com/norwfc and nor-
wf.org.   

Seat 3 candidates
Darryl Richardson

Darryl Richardson was 
born in Augusta, Ga., and 
the son of Army Col. John 
Richardson and Elsie Rich-
ardson. 

Richardson’s career 
started in Florida in the 
late 1980s in the com-
mercial printing business, 
focusing on the computer 
systems required and mov-
ing into the Cyber Security 
and Data Governance roles 
with locally based Syman-
tec/Veritas. 

Currently, he is with 

Egnyte, an SAAS-based 
data Governance tool. His 
title is Data Governance 
Architect, and he sees a 
need to protect the secu-
rity and integrity of privacy 
data across the globe.

Richardson is an in-
vestor at Three Odd Guys 
Brewery but also owns a 
large stake in the brewery 
and spends a lot of time 
working on-site. He’s mar-
ried with two children.

Nadia Anderson
Nadia Anderson has a 

diverse background, from 
her time in the federal gov-
ernment working in secu-
rity on the Fort Greely Air 
Force Base in Alaska to 
her social services role at 
the Department of Children 
and Families in Orange 
County and as a probation 
officer for the Department 
of Juvenile Justice before 
moving into real estate.

She currently owns 
Prestige Property Consul-
tants here in Apopka. 

Seat 4 candidates
Nick Nesta

Incumbent Nick Nesta 
is a first-term commission-
er, winning the special elec-
tion for the vacated Seat 4 
in 2022. He is defending 
his seat in the City Council 
election. 

Nesta resides in Apop-
ka with his wife and twin 
daughters. 
   
Eric Mock 

Eric Mock has lived 
with his wife Rhonda, his 
biggest supporter, in Florida 
since 1994. They have been 
married for 33 years and 
have two wonderful golden 
retriever dogs, Bailey, and 
Riley. 

After a 31-year career 
in healthcare leadership, 
Mock became a realtor and 
helped others to achieve the 
American dream of hom-
eownership. Mock is a real 
estate agent at You Have 
Realty.

He lives at Vistas at 
Waters Edge and is the 
subdivision’s homeowners’ 
association president. He is 
also a member of the Apop-
ka Planning Commission. 

GOP women’s club will host forum for 
City Council Seats 3 and 4 candidates
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SCHOOL STARTS UP: JANUARY 
8, 2024 Traffi c patterns changed.  
Stormy weather comes and goes! 
Be careful with your umbrellas. And 
always watch out for those pedes-
trians... and ducks. DON’T TEXT 
WHILE DRIVING - Please! YOU 
WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be fi ve years old on or 
before September 1 to start kinder-
garten. To enter fi rst grade, a child 
must be six years old on or before 
September 1 and must have suc-
cessfully completed kindergarten 
(Florida Statute 1003.21). Immuniza-
tions must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start 
Times for Elementary School & K-8:  
8 a.m., Middle School: 9:30 a.m., 
High school: 7:10 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley 
Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-703-
1784. On any given weekend, you 
can see many, many families in at-
tendance at the beautiful complex 
setting participating in various orga-
nized sport programs, Amenities at 
the complex include: Soccer Fields, 
Softball Fields, Baseball Fields, 
Multi-Purpose Fields, Sand Volleyball 
Courts, Outdoor Basketball Courts, 
Tennis Courts, Walking Trail, Am-
phitheater, Playground, Concession 
Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete with 
directional signs) (opened in 2015) 
on Lake Apopka shores, by enter-
ing from Lust Road off Binion Road, 
about a mile south of Camp Wewa 
in the Plymouth area, for one-way 
drive, 10 miles per hour, with pos-
sible wildlife spotting stops. DO 
NOT FEED THE GATORS - IT MAY 
CAUSE CLOSING OF THE TRAIL 
If you are stopping, drive will take 
more than 1 hour. Drive runs by ca-
nals used in muck-farming days. The 
one-way drive exits on Jones Road in 
Zellwood. You will see a freshwater 
marsh system and wildlife dependent 
on that type of system. The drive is 
open on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays and federal holidays and is 
controlled by the county. Open during 
daylight hours only (one hour after 
sunrise and one hour before sunset). 
Offi cial sunrise and sunset hours can 
be found online.  
The road is closed on other days due 
to ongoing restoration work. The trail 
is 11 miles long. 

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK 
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park in 
Apopka, Florida. It is located 20 min-
utes north of Orlando, off Interstate 
4 at exit 94, near Altamonte Springs 
and Longwood. The park also con-
tains the head water of the Wekiva 
River. Address: 1800 Wekiwa Circle, 
Apopka 32712, open from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. For information, call 407-884-
4311

FRAN CARLTON CENTER OPEN, 
for seniors - senior activities at

Fran Carlton Center.
 CALL 407-703-1642 

FOR INFORMATION   .

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRIDAYS 
at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest Ave., at 
the Fran Carlton Center.. Call 407-
703-1642 for information.
.
CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S Bay 
St., Eustis, has Fellowship Friday 
meetings. For complete details of 
all chamber events, visit cfchristian-
chamber.com/events-chamber.Con-
tact: latrondra@cfchristianchamber.
com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10

VFW POST 10147 continues to have 
its fund raising breakfast on the the 
third Saturday of the month on FEB-
RUARY 17, from 8-10 a.m. at 19 S. 
Central Avenue. Cost is only $7. 

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E. FIFTH 
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by 
Apopka Historical Society. Call 407-
703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester 
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30 p.m., 
The center is open on Saturdays to 
the public, weather permitting. Call 
407-461-1056 for information.

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS 9-10 
a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran Carl-
ton Center. Masks not required while 
exercising, but are when socializing 
before and after class. Temperature 
taken on entry. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12 
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N For-
est Ave.Masks required. Tempera-
ture taken. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Episco-
pal Church of the Holy Spirit, 601 S. 
Highland Avenue. If you have a prob-
lem with food – overeating, anorexia, 
bulimia – there is a solution for you. 
For more information, visit OA.org or 
call Carrie 781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS: Forest Lake 
Church by Zoom. Time: 7 p.m., 
Open to everyone interested. For 
information, call 407-761-2943. Club 
Number: 4899556, District 84, Area 
D42. Orators of Excellence

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13

THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the fi rst 
and third Tuesday of each month, be-
ginning at 11:30-noon, at Beef ‘O’ 
Brady’s in The Back Room, 1410 
Rock Springs Rd., Apopka.  Interest-
ed communitiy members are encour-
aged to attend and get acquainted. 
Meetings have resumed on fi rst and 
third Tuesdays. Masks are encour-
aged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran Carl-
ton Center. Masks not required while 
exercising, but are when socializing 
before and after class. Temperature 
taken on entry. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info

ART CLASS.  9:30-12 noon. Fran 
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave. 
Masks required. Temperature taken. 
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for 
info.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
VALENTINE”S DAY

The Altamonte Springs / Apopka 
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN 
Wednesday and Saturday Mornings 
from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to 10:00 
a.m. for coffee and doughnuts. (other 
hours by appointment only). 3rd Sat-
urday of the month is VFW’s fund-
raising breakfast, Also, evenings 
of Tribute music are planned. Call 
407-889-8266, or email info@vfw-
post10147.com for information.  The 
VFW Auxiliary has been formed and 
is active as well. Don’t forget to visit 
its excellent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 a.m., 
11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran Carl-
ton Center. Masks not required while 
exercising, but are when socializing 
before and after class. Temperature 
taken on entry. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11 
a.m., Billie Dean Community Center, 
225 M.A. Board St., . Masks not re-
quired while exercising, but are when 
socializing before and after class. 
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets ev-
ery Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10 a.m. (or 
as long as necessary) at City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka. Check 
for the online version.

BRIDGE CLASS. 9:30-12 noon. Fran 
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave.
Masks required. Temperatures tak-
en. Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 
for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-prof-
it organization, will help you reach a 
weight goal with support from friend-
ly, caring members, education, and 
rewards. Each Thursday weigh-in be-

gins at 9:00 a.m. – meeting ends at 
10:15 a.m.. Come to its NEW location 
220 W. Horatio Avenue, Maitland, FL 
32751 to meet with others who have 
a like-minded goal to lose weight. No 
products, no specifi c diet to follow, no 
meds. Call 407-580-0897 for more 
information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E Fifth St. 407-703-
1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia Shrine 
Center, 3101 E. Semoran Blvd.. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., and the early 
bird game starts at 6 p.m. For more 
information, call 407-660-8811.
TOASTMASTERS: still meeting ev-
ery WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m., by zoom. For more information, 
call 407-765-2629 or visit www.Apop-
katoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks not required 
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class. Tem-
perature taken on entry. Pre-register. 
Call 407-703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For 
information, call 407-415-6588. Call 
for updated information on meetings 
and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E Fifth St. Call 
407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 a.m., 
11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran Carl-
ton Center. Masks not required while 
exercising, but are when socializing 
before and after class. Temperature 
taken on entry. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS4
City of Apopka election for Seats 3 
and 4 of City Commission on Tues-
day, March 19, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Saturday nights Saturday Sounds at 
Apopka Amphitheaer, 3710 Jason 
Dewlley Parkway, 5-7 p.m. Free.

VFW Post 10147 has fund raising 
breakfast Saturday, February 17, 
2024 8-10 a.m., 519 S. Central Av-
enue. Cost is $7.

ONGOING EVENTS
Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S. 
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each week 
excluding holidays. For info, call 407-
656-0559. . Must see.  

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are 
public and will also be broadcast 

on this shortened link: https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held 
the fi rst Wednesday at 1:30 p.m., and 
third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 120 E. 
Main St., Apopka. Subject to change 
with notice. For info., call City Clerk 
407-703-1704. Agenda and minutes 
of meeting can be found online. Once 
posted, check for any revisions by 
Tuesday at 5 p.m. before the meeting 

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the fi rst Thursday of 
each month, September through May, 
at 10 a.m. at the Billy Dean Commu-
nity Center at Alonzo Williams Park, 
225 M.A. Board St., Apopka. Contact: 
apopkafgca@gmail.com

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka 
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have 
problems with your plants or lawn? 
Let a Master Gardener help. Orange 
County residents can bring their 
questions and samples to UF/IFAS 
Extension Master Gardener volun-
teers at the UF/IFAS Mid-Florida Re-
search Education Center (MREC), 
2725 Binion Road, Apopka, 32703; 
9 a.m.-12 Tuesdays; 407-254-9200. 
Questions and photos to can be 
emailed to orangecomgv@ifas.ufl .
edu. to be answered by Master Gar-
deners. A free plant clinic for com-
mercial growers is open Tuesdays 
1-4 p.m.  at the same location.
 
KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS now 
meeting MONTHLY on the 3rd Tues-
day at 8 a.m. at Seacoast Bank, 345 
E Main Street, Apopka. Contact 407-
464-4606 for information 

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit at the cor-
ner of Highland and 6th St., Apopka, 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., offer to all who 
come a brown bag lunch. In addi-
tion, men’s socks, fl ip fl ops, stuffed 
animals, some clothing, children’s 
books and pet food which is donated 
by My Pet World, Apopka, may be 
available. If interested in volunteer-
ing, call Debbie at 407-620-5081 for 
information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER’S CLUB, Monday, 7 p.m., on 
Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni – Monthly meet-
ings (usually the 4th Monday evening 
in a month during the school year) are 
open to anyone. (Looking for more in-
formation)                        

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E 
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay to 
Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and Satur-
days from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Admission 
is free. Contains displays and infor-
mation about Apopka’s history, and 
has history books for sale. Monthly 
meetings of Apopka Historical Soci-
ety are normally held on a Sunday 
afternoon. For more information, go 

to www.theapopkamuseum.com.

THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422 
meets fi rst and third Tuesdays of 
month, 201 W. Orange. For more in-
formation, call 407-886-1600 or email 
apopkaelks@aol.com Bar Bingo ev-
ery Monday night at 7 p.m. promptly.

GFWC APOPKA WOMAN’S CLUB, 
meets at First United Methodist 
Church, 201 N. Park Avenue. Call 
407-880-2111 for more information.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING & 
ZONING - usually the second Tues-
day of the month. 5:30 p.m. City 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 120 E. 
Main St., Apopka. All meetings open 
to the public. Subject to change with 
notice. For info., call David Moon, 
407-703-1739. 

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES: 
Every Monday and Friday morning at 
9:15 a.m., at the Lake County Dupli-
cate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key Ave., 
Eustis. For more information, call 
352-315-9934 or visit lakeduplicate.
com.   

COMPUTER CLASSES in both Eng-
lish and Spanish: Available daily 
or weekly at OCLS North Orange 
Branch.* Classes are: Computer Ba-
sics, Excel, Word Resume Writing, 
Email for Seniors, ELLIS English Lab, 
Word, Online Job Searches, Power 
Point, Internet, Open Lab, How to 
use a mouse and keyboard, etc. Call 
OCLS North Orange Branch* for more 
details.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to 
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org, 
click on volunteers. There are a num-
ber of opportunities available at the 
Restores. Call  407-696-5855  or 407-
880-8881 to sign up for information.

***********
(OCLS) Orange County Public Li-
brary North Orange Branch Address: 
1211 E. Semoran Boulevard, Apopka 
436 (Semoran) and Thompson Road. 
www.ocls.info. To reserve a space, 
call 407-835-7323. The library is now 
open again Mon-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.. and Sunday afternoons

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 180 E. Main St., Apopka. For 
more info, call 407-886-1441

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
CALENDAR INFORMATION
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From Jane 
Bradley’s cook-
book called 
Southern Style, 
Volume 23 
from the Col-
lector’s Series 
of The Amer-
ican Cooking Guild, copyright-
ed 1987, we have Cheesy Baked 
Grits. Jane says, “This much-ma-
ligned product needs some under-
standing to be appreciated. Grits 
are never too tasty when simply 
boiled and served ‘au natural.’” 
These dressed-up grits will be a 
real treat!

We have Chesapeake Crab 
Imperial, also from Jane Bradley’s 
book, Southern Style. This Mary-
land classic is enjoyed wherever 
fresh crab is available. It is equally 
well suited for formal, sit-down din-
ners or informal buffets. Note that 
Jane gives you the option of either 
using the crab shells or a casserole 
when you bake.

From Joyce LaFray Young’s 
book “Country Cookin’,” we are go-
ing to try a very simple dish, Fried 
Squash. This recipe comes from 
Hopkins Boarding House in Pen-
sacola. You can use either yellow 
squash or zucchini. They describe 
it as, “A nice change for an old fa-
vorite!”

Another favorite, also from Hop-
kins Boarding House in Pensacola, 
is Sweet Potato Souffle.

Wow! This recipe looks terrific! 
Breakfast Taco. This recipe is also 
from Country Cookin’ by Joyce La-
Fray Young, and she attributes it to 
Malaga Street Depot in St. Augus-
tine. The book cover describes the 
book as “Famous Recipes from Fa-
mous Places.”

CHEESY BAKED GRITS
Recipe from Southern Style 

by Jane Bradley
4 cups boiling water
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup quick grits
8 tablespoons (1 stick) butter, 

   cut into pieces
2 cups (8 ounces) 
   cheddar cheese, grated
3 eggs, beaten
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce
1/8 teaspoon freshly ground 
   black pepper
2 tablespoons freshly grated  
   Parmesan cheese (optional)
Additional butter for dish
 1) Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Butter a 1-1/2-quart 
baking dish and set aside. Jane 
says, “I use a porcelain quiche 
dish and cut grits into wedges for 
serving.” 2) Using a large, heavy 
saucepan, bring water and salt to 
a boil. Slowly add grits and stir till 
well blended. Reduce heat and 
simmer for 3 to 5 minutes. 3) Re-
move pan from heat and add but-
ter and cheese, stirring to melt. 4) 
When melted, add beaten eggs, 
dry mustard, Tabasco, and freshly 
ground black pepper, blending well. 
5) Pour into prepared baking dish. 
If desired, sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese to aid in browning. 6) Bake 
for 45 to 55 minutes or until grits 
are golden brown. Serve piping hot. 
Serves: 6 to 8.

CHESAPEAKE CRAB IMPERIAL
Recipe from Southern Style 

by Jane Bradley
2 pounds backfin crabmeat
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons fresh lemon      
   juice
2 tablespoons pimento,      
   minced
2 tablespoons capers, minced
2 tablespoons onion, minced
1 teaspoon Worcestershire  
   sauce
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon white pepper
1 teaspoon mayonnaise per  
   shell (2 tablespoons for 
   casserole)
Paprika for garnish
Butter for shells or casserole
 1) Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Pick any bits of shell or 

cartilage out of crab. Place crab in 
a large bowl and set aside. 2) In a 
small bowl, mix mayonnaise, lem-
on juice, pimento, capers, onion, 
Worcestershire sauce, salt and 
pepper, and blend well. 3) Add this 
mixture to the prepared crab and, 
using a rubber spatula, gently fold 
in the crab, being careful not to flake 
the crabmeat. 4) Divide the crab 
imperial between 8 buttered shells 
… or… pour into a 2-quart casse-
role. 5) Coat filled shells or casse-
role with mayonnaise and sprinkle 
with paprika. 6) Place shells on a 
baking sheet and bake for 15 to 18 
minutes (20 to 25 minutes if using 
casserole), or until lightly browned. 
Serve immediately. Serves: 8.

FRIED SQUASH 
from Hopkins Boarding House 

in Pensacola
Recipe from Country Cookin’ 

by Joyce L. Young
2 pounds yellow squash 
   (may substitute zucchini)
Salt
Self-rising flour
Fat for deep fat frying
 1) Wash and slice squash into 
1” pieces. 2) Sprinkle salt over 
squash so that all pieces are lightly 
salted. (The salt draws out the ex-
tra liquid.) 3) Let sit 1 hour. Pour off 
liquid. 4) Dip and completely cover 
each piece in self-rising flour. 5) Fry 
in deep fat at 350 degrees Fahren-
heit until brown and crisp. Serves: 
6.

SWEET POTATO SOUFFLE
from Hopkins Boarding House 

in Pensacola
Recipe from Country Cookin’ 

by Joyce L. Young
4 cups mashed sweet potatoes  
   (if potatoes are dry, add up to 
1/2-cup evaporated milk)
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter or oleo margarine
1/2 cup coconut
1/3 cup raisins
1 teaspoon lemon extract or 
   orange peel

Miniature marshmallows
 1) While potatoes are hot, add 
all other ingredients. 2) Place in 
casserole dish. Cover with marsh-
mallows. 3) Bake in 300-degree 
Fahrenheit oven until marshmal-
lows are brown, 20-30 minutes. 
Serves: 6.

BREAKFAST TACO
From Malaga Street Depot in 

St. Augustine
Recipe from Country Cookin’ 

by Joyce L. Young
2 eggs (beaten)
1/4 cup green peppers (diced)
1/4 cup onions (diced)
1 corn tortilla
3 tablespoons refried beans
1/3 cup cheddar cheese 
   (shredded)
Picante sauce (see recipe 
   below)
1) Combine eggs, green pepper, 
and onions on griddle or in sau-
te pan. Cook. 2) Heat corn tortilla 
briefly on griddle. 3) Place tortilla 
on plate. Top with eggs and refried 
beans. Fold in sides to seal. 4) Top 
with cheese and liberal amount of 
picante sauce. 5) Place under broil-
er for a few seconds. Serves: 1.

Picante Sauce:
1 green pepper (diced)
1 small onion (diced)
3-4 Jalapeno peppers (minced)
1 clove garlic (crushed)
28 ounce can pear-shaped 
   tomatoes (crushed with hand)
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon  
   apple cider vinegar
2 teaspoons oregano
1 bay leaf
Dash ground cumin
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon    
   fresh cilantro (may substitute   
   fresh parsley)
Juice of one lemon
 Mix all ingredients for picante 
sauce together.
 Note: The picante sauce can 
be kept in the refrigerator for future 
use. You will find many uses for it (It 
is great for dipping tortilla chips). 

The Breakfast Taco recipe uses refried beans, eggs, cheese and spices

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. 
burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. 
Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23.  |  23M4858  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

  

Order Now! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8140 | 1.877.694.0131
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with o� er 74222ZDV

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

74222ZDV  separately $221.94

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     $9999

PERFECTION
 IS EFFORTLESS – MAKES A –

GREAT GIFT
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 2/29/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 2/29/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available
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  Dental
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MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Wacky Cornhole Toss will be held February 18, from 
10 a.m.-12 p.m., by the People of Wekiwa Springs 
(POWS) at the corner of Votaw Park (corner lot on Vo-
taw and Thompson roads). The event will bring laugh-
ter, friendly competition and community spirit to the 
neighborhood. Regardless of whether you are a sea-
soned cornhole player or new to the game, this event 
is the perfect opportunity to enjoy a few hours of the 
day outdoors with friends, family and neighbors in the 
Wekiwa Springs area. Register for the event at wekiwa-
springs,com/event/pows-cornhole-tourney-2024.

Wacky Cornhole 
Toss set for Feb. 18

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

10% OFF
FOR VETERANS, POLICE, 

FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other o� er or specials. 
Expires FEB. 29, 2024

Mon.  CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.  

11:30AM –10PM 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM – Midnight

Sun. 11:30AM – 8PM

Hours

Specials Next Week

Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. Cooked without Greasy fryers 

or greasy � at grills. We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Superbowl Sunday 2:00 pm to Whenever. 
   With $15 Buckets (Domestic
   Bottles,Cans) BOGO House Wines ,
   Margaritas, Mimosas, Baby Back Ribs,
   Jumbo Wings, Footlong Hot Dogs with
   Chilli, Scotch Eggs, Our Famous
   Reuben Paninis, and Huge Pastrami n’
   Swiss on a Manwich
Tipsy Tues.- 4:00 pm to close.  2-4-1
   Magaritas, Light Beers and House Wines
   Our Famous Guinness Beef Stew only $10
   served with a warmed Irish Soda Bun

Wed. Valentines Day Dinner and Concert with
   incredible songstress Safi a Valines 5-7 pm
   Reservation suggested. At 7:30 pm
   our very popular Music Bingo playing
   more love songs to make some new great
   memories.
Thurs. is Date Night Dinners 
   to just relax and let us do the dishes.
Fri. brings us Ali Bei, an amazing singer
   and entertainer. 7-10 pm
Sat. begins a 30 day countdown to St. Paddy’s
   Day and “Our SECOND YEAR” Anniversary
   with our Celtic Superstars McIntyre and 
   serving Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinners 
   Colcannon, and Irish Bangers & Mash

Orange County Animal Services 
(OCAS) is a great resource, whether 
you’re an animal lover or have stum-
bled across an animal in need. OCAS 
is a progressive animal-welfare fo-
cused organization that enforces the 
Orange County Code to protect both 
citizens and animals. 

OCAS is the only open admis-
sion shelter in Orange County, which 
means that it does not turn away any 
animal. The county accepts all ani-
mals, regardless of their temperament 
or health. 

The health and well-being of the 
animals in the care of OCAS is of the 
utmost importance to Orange Coun-
ty and its community. Most animals 
are ideal candidates for adoption, yet 
some come to the shelter suffering 
from long-term and profound health 
problems, because of being homeless, 
stray or abused. 

On average, the shelter receives 
approximately 50 animals each day, 

but these numbers can double during 
peak summer months.

One of the primary services of-
fered by OCAS is animal adoption. 
The shelter provides a haven for a va-
riety of animals, including dogs, cats, 
rabbits, and more. If you’re interested 
in adopting a pet, you may visit the 
shelter to find your perfect match. 

The staff at OCAS works dili-
gently to match animals with loving 
homes. This not only benefits the ani-
mals by providing them with a chance 
for a better life, but also contributes to 
reducing the population of stray and 
homeless animals in the County.

Always interested in making the 
right connection between “pet parent” 
and newly adopted pet, OCAS is of-
fering a February promotion called 
Recharge Your Heart. 

For the entire month, all “ready 
to go” cat and dog adoptions are free. 
Adoption costs for remaining pets 
will be full price - $55 for dogs and 

$40 for cats. 
Also, this month, OCAS is cel-

ebrating Valentine’s Day by offering 
SPEED DATING, OCAS will place 
their seven most adoptable dogs in 
their play yards and invite the pub-
lic to stop by and meet them with 
ease. Participate in the festivities as 
OCAS tries to match these dogs with 
new homes on Wednesday, February 
14, from 2pm – 6pm. OCAS also of-
fers several promotions that extend 
year-round, such as First Responders 
Adopt for Free,  Veterans Adopt for 
Free, and BOGO Cats! Adopters are 
encouraged to adopt two felines for 
the price of one, as cats tend to do 
well in pairs. Also to help promote 
the adoption of our unsocialized fe-
lines, Orange County Animal Serv-
ices waives the adoption fee for any 
cats that enjoy their new life as work-
ing or barn cats. You will likely find a 
forever friend! Email; AnimalServic-
es@ocfl.net for more information.

February 14 is Speed Dating day at animal shelter

Adult school crossing guards 
are needed by Orange County. 
Paid positions are open near most 
neighborhood schools.

Adult school crossing guards 
are employed by the Sheriff of Or-
ange County to protect children 
attending elementary and middle 
schools in all parts of the county. 
School crossing guards are paid 
$17.31 per hour and only work two 
hours a day. 

Cash allowances are paid for 
recruiting assistance and good at-
tendance. Training, protective 

clothing and  safety equipment 
are provided at no expense to the 
guards.

Candidates for employment 
must meet the minimum require-
ments whuch are: be able to per-
ceive potential traffic hazards; be 
sufficiently agile to move swiftly 
to avoid danger; be able to  com-
prehend and communicate fluent-
ly in verbal and written English; 
be legally eligible to work in the 
United States, be at least 18 years 
of age, and have a clean criminal 
history (any arrest history will be 

individually evaluated).
To view job postings and/or 

to apply online, visit the school 
crossing guard unit on the website 
at www.ocso.com, or call 407-836-
4082.

The Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office is an equal opportunity em-
ployer and its address is: OCSO, 
Human Resources Division, 2500 
W. Colonial Dr., Orlando 32804, 
or Post Office Box 1440, Orlando, 
FL 32802-01440.

Positions are open for School Crossing Guards

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! 
Call 407-886-2777 or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

You’ll be 
glad

you did!
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