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Land Nelson Park.

By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief

The tradition of cap-
turing Apopka’s cultur-
al essence via the Apop-
ka Fair and for a special
96 hours began Thursday,
March 7.

Held at Kit Land Nel-

Children enjoy a ride at the Apopka Fair, held March 7 through March 10 at Kit

23rd Apopka Fair has advantage
of good weather for its 96 hours

son Park every year, the
fair is organized by the
Rotary Club of Apopka
and with the city of Apop-
ka’s support.

“First and foremost,
logistical aspects of a fair
were met during the week-
end,” Past President of
Apopka Rotary Chris De-

Street sign dedicated to fallen
firefighter Austin Duran

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city’s first respond-
ers and Austin Duran’s fam-
ily gathered along with
community members to
dedicate a street sign to the
fallen city firefighter/emer-
gency medical technician
on the morning of Saturday,
March 9, at the northeast
corner of South Park Ave-
nue and Fifth Street.

The Saturday street
dedication was the first ad-
dition to the Service He-
roes Street Dedication Pro-
gram since it launched in
October 2022, when, at that
time, Apopka streets were

A %

Clue said. “No changes to
the original overall plan
were needed though. Tem-
peratures were not as high
as in previous years, but
the sun was out and clear
skies for the majority of
the weekend. Weather was

Michael Duran mounts the newly unveiled street sign
dedicated to his son Austin Duran, a firefighter and
EMT for Apopka Fire Station No. 1.

See SIGN Page 8A

See FAIR Page 5A

City Council Seats 3 and 4 can-
didates’ campaign contributions

The following list is of contributions
received by the candidates for the Apopka
municipal election that will be held Tues-

loan

Nadia Latoya Anderson
Note: C-cash, check, online; I-In-kind; L-

day, March 19, 2024.

This list covers contributions made
during February 17-March 1.

Two of the five seats on the City Coun-
cil will be on the ballot.

All of the contributors are from Apop-
ka unless otherwise noted.

SEAT 3

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Historic trail opens, ties into a lost

The Historic Ethel Trail was
officially launched with a ribbon
cutting on Saturday, March 9, co-
inciding with the East Lake His-
torical Society’s 10th annual Her-
itage Festival that was held at
Rock Springs Run State Reserve
in Sorrento.

The trail’s ribbon cutting cer-
emony was followed by guided
walks along the 1.5-mile wheel-
chair accessible loop and tram
rides for the mobility impaired.

The Historic Ethel Trail
winds through the heart of what
was once a sprawling post-Civ-

Community and Wekiva Wilderness Trust leaders cut the ribbon to Historic Ethel Trail, a 1.5-mile
loop that winds through the heart of what was once Ethel, a sprawling post-Civil War township at
Rock Springs Run Reserve.

Run State Reserve with a sta-

Hezekiah Bradford-$200.-C
Bayyinah Jackson-$500.-C
Richard King-$100.-C
Roderick Love-$200.-C
Scott Patrunick-$1,000.-C
Derek Jones Nelson-$100.-C
Ronnie McCarrell-$100.-C
Howard Gumbs Jr.-$100.-C

The street sign dedicated to fallen firefighter Austin Duran is at the northeast cor-
See RACE Page 12A  ner of South Park Avenue and Fifth Street, close to Fire Station No. 1.

and Kelly Park

town

“So not only are we having
the 10th Annual Heritage Fes-
tival here, courtesy of the East
Lake Historical Society, but it’s
also the official opening of the
Ethel Trail,” said Don Philpott,
President of the Wekiva Wilder-
ness Trust, the volunteer nonprof-
it group that supports the work of
the three parks that make up the
Wekiva River Basin State Parks:
Wekiwa Springs State Park, Low-
er Wekiva River Preserve State
Park, and Rock Spirngs Run State
Preserve. “Sure, many people
know about the story of Ethel. It
was a township that thrived here
150 years ago and then vanished,

z
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and one-room school. Twelve in-  way describe the history of Ethel

il War township at Rock Springs

Commissioner Becker, gas district honored at dinner

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Central Florida
Council of the Boy Scouts
of America honored Apop-
ka Vice Mayor/Commis-
sioner Kyle Becker and the
Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District at the Golden Eagle
Dinner on Tuesday, March
12, at the Apopka City Cen-
ter’s Highland Manor.

As an annual fundrais-
ing event for the Boy Scouts
of America, the Golden Ea-
gle Dinner serves as a plat-
form for recognizing com-
munity leaders and their
achievements. All proceeds
from the event go toward
the Boy Scouts of America.

Becker, who attained

the rank of Eagle Scout in
1996, attested to the im-
portance of youth-focused
organizations for a well-
rounded youth population
in Apopka. Eagle Scout is
the Boy Scouts’ highest
rank and is a lifetime merit.

“Within our city, and
you can attest to it, there
are a variety of these youth-
focused organizations, but
few have been around as
long or have stood the test
of time like the Boy Scouts
of America,” he said.
“There are likely millions
of anecdotes from Scouts
just like me, that are now
adults about how scout-
ing has positively impacted

See SCOUTS Page 11A

tion, store, post office, cemetery

terpretive panels along the trail’s  and what life was like back then. See TRAIL Page 6A
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Apopka Event of the Week

VFW’s fundraising breakfast will be held
Saturday, March 16, from 8-10 a.m. at a cost
of $7 for a meal consisting of scrambled
eggs, sausage links, pancakes, biscuits and
gravy, orange juice, coffee and water. Plan
ahead to shop at the VFW Auxiliary commu-
nity yard sale to be held on Sat., April 20,
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m., and from noon to 3 p.m.
on Sun., April 21, at the VFW/Community
Center, 519 S. Central Avenue.

The Apopka Chief

March 15, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

In short, the Bayh-Dole Act
does not give the government
the legal authority to do what
the Biden administration has

stated it intends to do.
Guest columnists on why the
Bayh-Dole Act should not be changed
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Little-known law is in danger of

being changed by ‘march-in rights

By Paul Michel and
Kathleen O’Malley

The Biden administration may
soon gut the Bayh-Dole Act, one of
our nation’s most important and im-
pactful laws that also supports nearly
$2 trillion in economic activity.

In 1980, Congress passed the bi-
partisan act to help ensure that scien-
tific breakthroughs at taxpayer-fund-
ed labs — especially at university
labs that receive federal grants —
would be turned into new, real-world
products available to consumers.

Before this passage, universi-
ties and other nonprofits that patent-
ed discoveries stemming from feder-
ally funded research had to turn the
patent rights over to the government.
And because the government rarely
agreed to grant exclusive licenses to
those patents, private-sector compa-
nies rarely licensed the research and
developed it into tangible products.
So, it went unused.

The Bayh-Dole Act changed all
that by giving universities and non-
profits the ability to retain the patent
rights on their researchers’ discover-
ies, and then grant exclusive licens-
es to private companies in exchange
for royalties. Private — secure in
the knowledge that they would hold
the only ones holding the licenses —
firms began working to commercial-
ize university research.

The legislation has had a seis-
mic impact on our nation’s econo-
my. From 1996 to 2020, technology
transfer enabled by the Bayh-Dole
Act contributed roughly $1.9 trillion
to America’s economic output, sup-
ported an estimated 6.5 million jobs,
and helped launch 17,000 startups.

Unfortunately, the Biden admin-
istration recently proposed changing
how federal agencies interpret it.

Under the proposal, if officials
deem the price of an already on-mar-
ket product “unreasonable,” they can
tear up any exclusive patent licens-
ing agreements that were inked be-
tween federally funded labs and pri-
vate companies. Officials could then
relicense the patents to other firms,
which could presumably create
cheaper copycat products.

There is a big problem with this

4

proposal: It is completely at odds
with the spirit and the letter of the
statute, which explicitly identifies
only four circumstances when fed-
eral agencies can “march in” and
relicense a patent. But none of the
march-in circumstances reference
price.

The proposal also directly con-
tradicts Congress’ intent. Senators.
Birch Bayh (D-Indiana) and Bob
Dole (R-Kansas) made that clear in
2002, when the theory that their law
could be used as a back-door price
control first circulated.

In short, the Bayh-Dole Act does
not give the government the legal au-
thority to do what the Biden adminis-
tration has stated it intends to do.

Over the past several decades,
multiple administrations, both Re-
publican and Democratic, have rec-
ognized this fact and rejected peti-
tions to use the law to control prices.
Government agencies have repeated-
ly concluded that they lack the pow-
er to relicense patents based solely
on the price of an already developed
product. “March-in rights” have nev-
er been exercised.

Rival nations would also ben-
efit from this self-sabotage. China,
which is increasingly subsidizing
domestic innovation and has estab-
lished its own model of the Bayh-
Dole Act, stands to gain from the
damage this proposal will wreak on
our innovation economy.

For over 40 years, the Bayh-Dole
Act has been the pilot light of Ameri-
can creativity.

If bureaucrats seize the power to
rip up patent licensing agreements, it
will result in fewer life-changing in-
ventions and a less dynamic econo-
my for us all.

Paul Michel served on the

United States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit from 1988 to
2010. Kathleen O’Malley served on
the United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit from 2010 to
2022 and the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Ohio from
1994 to 2010. Both are board mem-
bers of the Council for Innovation
Promotion. This piece originally ran
in the Detroit News.
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Best use of public funds is for trees

My third and final in
the series on the “Walkable
City, 101 Steps to Mak-
ing Better Places”, will fo-
cus on trees. Author Jeff
Speck in his chapter on
making sure sidewalks are
walkable says to put trees
almost everywhere. He
claims there is not a bet-
ter use of public funds. And
yet, the funding I have in
the county available to me
for trees is to provide tiny
trees given away by the ex-
tension service.

Speck wants us to
communicate the value
of street trees to improve
walkability and urban vital-
ity. He claims street trees
protect sidewalks. A tight

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

row of trees can almost
feel like a wall between the
sidewalk and the street. Af-
ter we planted eight trees
along Magnolia Homes
Road the number of pedes-
trians increased dramati-
cally. Now, The People of
Lockhart group is working
to improve Rose Avenue.
The speeding and danger

while walking on Rose Av-
enue is off the charts. Yet,
we do not have enough
right-of-way to plant trees.
So, the question remains,
how will we safely increase
walkability on Rose Ave-
nue? I do not know yet, but
that is why I ask questions,
and read all these various
books.

Speck claims tree
lined streets aid in reduc-
ing crashes. A study on
Colonial Drive in Orlan-
do found that the segment
with no trees experienced
45 percent more serious
injury and fatal crashes.
Street trees nicely shape

See MOORE Page 4A

2 District 7 media specialists honored

At this week’s school
board meeting, I was given
the opportunity to highlight
two employees from Dis-
trict 7 that have stood out
over the past few months.

I chose to highlight two of
our media specialists.

If you don’t know, our
media specialists have been
working extra hard this past
year after the implementa-
tion of a new state law that
requires that all classroom
libraries be cataloged and
reviewed by a certified me-
dia specialist. What this
meant is that every book in
every classroom in a school
had to be inputted and ap-
proved.

This task is taking
hours upon hours of our
media specialists’ time be-
yond the normal duties they
fulfill each day. One of the

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

biggest parts of our me-
dia specialists’ jobs is to
inspire children to read. If
you step foot in any of our
media centers at our local
schools, you will see that
they are doing just that.

In October, I helped
launch the Read Around
the City competition in all
of the District 7 schools,
and it went better than we
could have imagined. All
the schools participated and
we surpassed our goal of

one million minutes read
and reached two million

minutes read in just four
months!

That success is in part
due to the hard work of our
media specialists, and I was
honored to highlight two of
them Tuesday night.

First was Marley
McElroy from Apopka El-
ementary School. McEI-
roy has worked for OCPS
for ten years and has been
instrumental in promot-
ing literacy at her school.
She makes the media cen-
ter an inviting space and
promotes a reading culture
with themed dress-up days
and interactive activities.

As part of the Read
Around the City challenge,
students at Apopka Ele-

See BYRD Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

“Repent! Turn away from all your offenses;
then sin will not be your downfall”
Ezekiel 18:30b

Jealousy comes from
counting the blessings of
others instead of your own.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An }
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Teaching always began at an early age about the dangers of handling guns

“There is no such thing

that domestic fare was used

as an empty gun!” My dad
drummed that into my head
every time we would set
out to go hunting, clean our
weapons, or do anything
that included handling our

to supplement our diets.

I grew up using fire-
arms as a way of life. I re-
ceived my first rifle when I
was eight years old and my
hands- on training began
before I was allowed to car-

guns, bows, or any of our
weapons. That meant never
allowing a gun to be point-
ed at anything or anyone
unless you meant to kill
them. Another rule was that
you had to eat anything you
killed, unless it was a crit-
ter that meant to harm or
eat you!

Most every meal that

‘

Ike Hayden

we sat down to includ-

ed meat of some kind and
about 60 percent of the
meat we ate was wild game
we had hunted. We butch-
ered a steer every year and
two hogs for our use, and

ry arifle. Dad and my un-
cle would take me hunting
when I turned six-years-
old: Not to carry a gun,

but to jump up and down
on brush piles to run rab-
bits out, and to scare them
out of the corn shucks that
were laying on the ground
from being beaten down by

the corn binders.

While chasing rabbits
out of their hiding places,
I was learning about gun
safety. When crossing a
fence or small creek, one
hunter would hold the guns
and then hand them to the
one who had crossed.

Never fire at a target
until you are certain what
it is and there is no one be-
hind the target. When walk-
ing, always make sure your
weapon is pointed toward
the ground or up away from
anyone walking with you.
These lessons were taught

and retaught every time we
went hunting, and I was not
even aware [ was in school.
The main lesson I
learned was that a gun is
never a plaything. I knew
when I shot a deer or any
animal, that animal was
dead, and it was not com-
ing back. Unlike some of
the X-Box, Play-stations,
and other game boxes that
our children use for “gam-
ing,” a real-life shooting is
forever, and never revers-
ible. Oh, we used to play
cops and robbers, cow-
boys and Indians, and oth-

er games such as those, but

we always knew the differ-

ence between make-believe
and reality.

Some of the games our
children are involved with
now are so graphic it by-
passes the imagination and
the visuals cause them to
react without thought. The
players are conditioned
to act in a defensive man-
ner immediately, not even
thinking about consequenc-
es. In the games on video,
guns have become common

See HAYDEN Page 4A



Sertoma Club asks
for nominations

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

As of Wednesday,
March 13, the Foliage Ser-
toma Club of Apopka re-
ceived about five nomi-
nees for its annual Service
to Mankind Award, which
recognizes an individual for
civic efforts reflecting the
club’s motto of Service to
Mankind.

All nominee entries
must be received by Fri-
day, March 22. Every year,
the club usually gets 10 to
12 nominees, according to
Lorena Potter, Foliage Ser-
toma Club president. As
well, the club still has an-
other week to receive nomi-
nations, she said.

The club invites and
encourages all local civ-
ic groups, organizations,
churches and individuals to
submit nominations.

Fri., March 15, 2024 thru
Sun., March 17, 2024

ARTHUR THE KING (PG-
13) 1:40; 4:40; 7:30; 10:20
CABRINI (PG-13) 12:30;
3:50%; 4:10%*; 6:40; 10:00
IMAGINARY (PG-13)
1:30%; 1:50** 4:20; 7:40;
10:10

KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG)
12:10; 1:10; 2:30; 3:40;
4:50; 6:10; 7:10; 8:30; 9:50
DUNE: PART TWO (PG-
13) 12:00; 1:00; 3:30; 4:30;
7:00; 8:00; 9:30

BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE
(PG-13) 12:50%; 1:30%*;
4:00; 7:20; 10:30

KID: THE LEGO MOVIE
10TH ANNIVERSARY(PG)
11:30A**

KID: SHREK(PG)

11:20A**
*FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY

VALUE DAY

TUESDAYS ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)
SATURDAY MORNING KID FLICKS
SELECT MOVIES $2

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
Www.regmovies.com
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For over 100 years, the
Sertoma Club, national-
ly, has honored individuals
who contribute outstanding,
selfless Service to Mankind.
The Foliage Sertoma Club
is continuing this tradition
by searching for citizens
who contribute outstanding
service to the Apopka area.

The ideal winner is
someone ‘“doing something
unique or the impact it
has on the community and
amount of people it affects,
sometimes if it’s something
they’ve done for years;
what we’re looking for is
the unsung hero that isn’t
doing it for recognition but
just that it’s the right thing
to do, and we’re honoring
it,” Potter said.

All nominees will be
announced in The Apopka
Chief newspaper on Friday,
April 5. All entrants will
also receive a certificate
acknowledging their ser-

See CLUB Page 10A
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Flowers are blooming. Your savings could be, too!
See how much you could save with your local GEICO
agent in Apopka.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO

Send us Your News ¢ Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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March Match
Madness

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

Double Your

Donation in March!

All Donations, Up To $50,000,
Will Be Matched By An
Anonymous Donor.

Thank you!
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Work of commissioner is lauded Byrd: Reading space was made fun

Dear Editor: worker. She does a lot of dents and bicyclists as they ~ Continued from page 2A mindset. If you ever have cream for logging min-
I say, “Hat’s off” to research (on her own time,  traverse the sidewalk along ' the chance to stop into the utes of reading. Her in-
Orange County Commis- I imagine) looking for the streets and roads, but mentary read books daily media center at WLM, do it  centives, motivation and

sioner Christine Moore,
District 2.

I read her column
in The Apopka Chief. 1
glossed over it at first...
“just another politician!”
But then, over time, a few
things caught my eye, and

ideas to improve the com-
munity in ways that don’t
cost a lot of money. En-
couraging and organizing
parties to pick up garbage,
which she apparently does
herself and even when she
is out and about. And read-

actually lowers the tem-
perature in the area. (And
did I forget to mention the
beauty that trees bring to
their surroundings?)
Anyway, I appreciate
the care and work this lady
brings to us by being our

for 15 minutes school-wide
from September to Janu-
ary. Thanks to McElroy,
Apopka Elementary staff
and students read books for
more than 220,000 minutes
during the challenge mak-
ing them the top-perform-
ing elementary school in

because it is truly phenom-
enal. Jackson transforms
her media center into a fun
space that students love to
visit.

During a designated
time to read school-wide,
Jackson provides books
to all kids and even shows

hard work paid off as Wolf
Lake Middle School’s staff
and students logged near-
ly 350,000 minutes in just
four months making them
the top school overall in
District 7.

I’m so appreciative of

I have actually become an  ing and learning about how commissioner. gel all our hard-working school
admirer (although I have the planting of trees along March 13,2024 District 7. ) them how to access e- employees who go to work
never met her). the rights-of-way not only Nancy Thomas The second media spe-  books through the school every day and inspire our

She really is a hard

makes it safer for the resi-

Apopka

Everybody has an opinion.

Why not share yours?

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com
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cialist I highlighted was
Sheila Jackson from Wolf

website. She even can be
seen giving sweet treats

kids to grow, learn and do
great things. I’'m especial-

Lake MidQIe SChOOl'WhO to staff and students when ly proud that I got to brag a
began her journey with they are caught reading! little this week on McElroy
OCPS nearly 30 years ago. Jackson knows how and Jackson!

Jackson enjoys con-
necting with students and
improving their reading

to motivate middle school
kids through incentives
like treating kids to ice

Thank you both for all
you do for our students ev-
ery day!

Moore: Trees can reduce temperatures

Continued from page 2A

spaces. Remember, people
are drawn to places with
firm edges. Street trees
play a vital role in provid-
ing good spatial definition
to public spaces. We are
getting ready to plant trees
along Welch Road abutting

bon dioxide. Street trees
absorb 10 times more car-
bon than trees located fur-
ther from the road. They
are also beneficial to re-
ducing urban heat islands.
Heat waves are responsible
for claiming lives in major
urban centers. Trees have
been shown to create local

Street trees improve pub-
lic health. Multiple studies
demonstrate regular expo-
sure to trees prolongs life,
aids mental health, reduces
asthma, obesity, and heart
disease. I may have to see
about adding some funding
in next year’s budget for
street trees. I’'m convinced.

Sweetwater West. Their temperature reductions as I enjoy riding bikes
HOA board has been ex- great as 15 degrees Fahr- with my granddaughters
tremely supportive during  enheit. The federal govern- ~ down Wekiwa Springs

the septic-to-sewer con-
version as well as support-

ment claims a single ma-
ture tree has the same cool-

Road. POWS recently did
a fabulous job trimming up

ing The People of Wekiwa  ing impact as 10 room size ~ poorly maintained trees in
Springs (POWS) and walk-  air conditioners operating  front of Clay Springs EI-

ability improvements. The  all day long. ementary School. [ am al-
HOA of the Lake Bosse Street trees improve ways open to ideas of how

subdivision along Magno-
lia Homes Road has made
all the difference in sup-
porting new trees and tree
maintenance. None of these
projects are successful
without resident support.
In addition to street
trees absorbing UV and
pollution, they absorb a
tremendous amount of car-

property values. A student
from the Wharton School
of Business found trees
increase home prices by
nine percent. Increased
values also increase lo-

cal property taxes avail-
able for improvements.
The City of Portland (Or-
egon) says tree investments
pay off ataratioof 12to 1.

to make our areas safer,
healthier, and more pros-
perous. I hope you will
join me or one of the com-
munity organizations

with a creative project,
tree trimming, tree plant-
ing, or community gather-
ing in 2024. Together, we
can make our communities
even better.

Hayden: There are no empty guns

Continued from page 2A

place as a means of achiev-

to be a “big shot” you need
to know what weapons are
the deadliest, and how to
use them in situations we
used to settle with wres-
tling matches, foot races,
or other forms of physical
strength domination.

Even as 17-year-olds,
we never considered carry-
ing a weapon for any rea-
son other than for hunt-
ing. As kids growing up at

tlefield.

Today’s world is filled
with gang bangers that not
only carry guns but seem
to have no hesitancy to use
them. How they get those
guns should be a focus of
law enforcement, and then

they should follow the
leads like they do for drugs
and dealers. Maybe they

I was in class at a col-
lege over near Titusville
and one of my schoolmates
came in and told me my
truck bed was open and
tools were scattered all
over. After excusing my-
self, I ran outside to find
someone had used my tools
to break into my truck and
had stolen my Mini 14 rifle,
my double barrel shotgun,
my .38 service revolver,

ons to be returned, but they
said they needed them for
evidence, and they would
notify me after the trial.

I waited two months
and then went over to Titus-
ville to retrieve my weap-
ons. When I questioned the

PD, they said they would
call me when everything
was cleared up. When [
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the back deck of the truck.
I never received a call from
Titusville, and I never went
back. I could not afford it.

1 did call after about six
months passed and was told
the weapons were probably
destroyed by being melted
down. Maybe so, but those
weapons were worth a lot
of money, and I cannot stop
thinking about where they
might have ended up.
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loved ones and others.

We need to teach them
the sanctity of life, and the
consequences of taking a
life.

We need to teach them
that there is no such thing
as an empty gun!

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONES
407-886-2777 - www.TheApopka Chief.com
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Fair: Attendees enjoyed the wide range of choices

Continued from page 1A

of the kind attendees could
enjoy what a fair offers.

“Enjoyment and fun
are a measurement for suc-
cess in general. Anticipa-
tion was seen on most at-
tendees’ faces in the forms
of smiles. The weekend
was enjoyable. Fun was
had all around and on sev-
eral levels. Most important-
ly, the end result was steady
attendance. A successful
fair in the end.”

Continuing to move
further from the water-
shed mark of a third decade
was the other major theme
woven throughout the 96
hours.

“Events held with
the intention of reflecting
an area for a substantial
amount of time are exciting
and a blessing to the par-
ticular area,” DeClue said.
“Over the last 23 years the
Apopka Fair is a source of
pride for the Rotary Club.
The bigger pride is for
bettering the communi-
ty through the fair though.
The fair for 23 years is not
only good for the Rotary
Club, but even more so for
the city of Apopka and resi-
dents.

“Twenty three years
have now gone by quickly
though. We couldn’t deliver
a fair once without involve-
ment from other entities, let
alone 23. Thanks to all en-
tities who have supported
and gotten involved with
the fair.”

Proceeds from the fair
are donated to local chari-
ties, service organizations,
schools and other commu-
nity institutions.

“Money raised from
the Apopka Fair is put back
into the community and
city through various enti-
ties,” DeClue said. “Re-in-
vesting funds raised into

the community is the pur-
pose of the fair and was
achieved again.”

The perfect moment
in time was exuded once
again. Then culminated
during Saturday night in the
spirit of the attendees look-
ing forward to it as the night
to put aside a long week.

As operating hours
extended past sunset, the
lights of approximately
30 rides as well as games
on the midway illustrated
the rich display of warmth
Apopka as a city possess-
es. A half dozen of the rides
were making their Apop-
ka Fair debut. Spurred on
by the workers’ callings,
many of the attendees also
subsequently tested their
physical skills in an attempt
to win prizes. The myri-
ad contests provoked the
cheers of a community re-
joicing in the glow created
as a place to raise families.

A variety of people per-
forming different functions
worked together to display
the combination of an ev-
er-growing, evolving, di-
versified population. Apop-
ka-specific values rooted in
the family were on display
and the reason for the high
praise from its attendees.

Paradise = Amusement
provided and operated the
midway.

“The number of rides/
games Paradise Amuse-
ment kept in concert with
what has been a standard,”
DeClue said. “Once again
there was a wide range of
choices and diversity to en-
joy.”

Another staple of the
fair, and because it is held
every year, the car show
took center stage on Sat-
urday morning. A total of
over 104 cars put their best
wheels forward.

Rotarian Donnie Wil-
liams presided over the

A-F—Y}ordable

Life lnsurance

As little as $1 a day can provide you
with coverage to keep your family
Safe. Sound. Secure.®
Invest in life insurance today.

€D GENTRY

INSURANCE AGENCY

Apopka ¢ 407-886-3301 « www.gentryins.com

awards presentation.

Top Ten People’s
Choice Awards were pre-
sented (in no particular or-
der) to Pete Kashmin-1948
Chevrolet Fleetmaster,
Scott Garrett-1962 Chev-
rolet Chey 11, Mark Meck-
1968 Chevrolet Camaro,
Jeff Quicksell-1924 Star
Touring, Jim Johnson-1965
Pontiac GTO, David Hei-
man-1967 Chevy Camaro,
Eric Jones-1972 Chevrolet
Monte Carlo, Joseph Fan-
nin-1929 Ford 4-Door Se-
dan, Robert Modesitt-1964

Ford Thunderbird and Den-
nis Brubach-1969 Dodge
Charger.

AD Trip’s 1958 Dodge
Custom Royal Lancer won
the President’s Choice
Award.

Qualifications of the
Rotarian Lowell Swanberg
Award are demonstrating
loyalty as well as support-
ing the Apopka Fair Classic
Car Show while personify-
ing the Rotary 4-Way Test,
involving things thought,
said and done by Rotarians.

The 2024 and 10th Ro-

tarian Lowell Award was
presented to James Pfeif-
er for consistent participa-
tion in the Apopka Fair Car
Show.

Returning once again,
Butch Johnson of WIBJ
Cruisin’ with the Classics
handled the Master of Cer-
emony/Deejay duties again
this year.

The Beer and Wine
Garden continued to be a
highly anticipated and fea-
tured event after six years.
A selection of beers and
wine was offered along

with  musician  Casey
Brents’ performance on
Saturday night.

“Assisting local char-
ities and showcasing the
beautiful city of Apopka is
very important to the Rota-
ry Club,” DeClue said.

One example of assist-
ing multiple organizations
is parking lot attendants re-
ceive a portion of the fees.

“The effort of those
groups who volunteer with
the parking area and oth-

See FAIR Page 11A

-

 ROUNCE & SLIDE

GO0D TIMES
TOGETHER
HWAIT!

*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
* Bounce houses
and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
e Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.houncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

FUN TIMES AHEAD! °
Book NOW for Your
Special Occasion! _

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

-

.JIN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?\‘

Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris ® 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

.\Wakh us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! C

We Buy Kids Things

Trendy Kids

303 E. Semoran Blvd.,
Ste 202, Apopka

407-778-8010

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

-
4
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Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing

Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Licensed & Insured
State Certified

E;ﬁergencv Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

AQ

407-889-4455

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax; 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

[ & WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

v/ Titer Testing

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.

Please support these local businesses and organizations.

.

APOPKA

VOTER’S
*****GU[DE*****

Your voice in local politics and decision

making matters. Make sure you have

the background you need to make

an informed choice with our Apopka

Voter’s Guide, and remember to vote
on Tuesday, March 19th.

The Apopka Chief

400 N. Park Ave. Apopka, 32712
or find it online at www.TheApopkaChief.com

A SPECIAL
SECTION FROM

The Apopka Chief

TheApopkaChief.com

langd.org.

In cooperation with the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), the
Lake Apopka Natural Gas District prepared an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed
Replace 13.13 miles of vintage steel and plastic
polyethylene pipelines in Orange County, Flori-
da. PHMSA has issued a Finding of No Signifi-
cant Impact (FONSI) for the project, which com-
pletes the National Environmental Policy Act
process. The FONSI is available to review on the
web at https.://'www.phmsa.dot.gov/iabout-phmsa/
working-phmsal/grants/pipeline/tier-2-site-specif-
ic-environmental-documents. For more informa-
tion about this project, contact the Lake Apopka
Natural Gas District, 1320 Winter Garden Vine-
land Road, Winter Garden, FL 34787, custsvc@
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Trail: Ethel was forgotten until man discovered headstones

Continued from page 1A

but slowly we’re bringing
it back to life and hopeful-
ly those who want to come
on the Ethel Trail walk, as
soon as we cut the ribbon,
there will be a walk and
there’ll be a tram ride.”

Ethel was lost in his-
tory until 2008, when Tony
Moore, a retired land sur-
veyor and Wekiva Wilder-
ness Trust volunteer, ac-
cidentally discovered two
headstones in a remote pas-
ture bearing his last name.
Moore’s discovery led to a

decade-long research proj-
ect that has unearthed in-
formation about Ethel, a
town that thrived between
1870 and 1920, and the
3,000-acre pre-Civil War
Delk Plantation, the largest
in Central Florida, around
what is now Kelly Park.

“The trail is a testa-
ment of a rich history (that)
winds through the remnants
of a post-Civil War town-
ship that once thrived in
this very spot right down
the road,” Kirby Smith,
chairman of the Lake Coun-
ty Board of Commission-
ers, told ceremony attend-

es. “As we celebrate the
day, let’s reflect on the sto-
ries etched in the stones of
the cemetery. The lessons
and laughter that must have
filled the one room school,
the vibrant life that once put
pulse through Main Street.

“If you know me, you
know that history is some-
thing I'm extremely pas-
sionate about, about its
teachings and about protect-
ing it. We have got to pro-

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY,
LIFE AND FUTURE

COBBLESTONE

INSURANCE AGENCY
t‘uto | Business | Financial Se

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

help you with all your insurance

i

The Story of Easter
BE A PART OF THIS IMPORTANTEDIT

Send an Easter Greetin
and reach over 25,000 local readers...

Churches: Advertise your service times, outreaches and
special ministries.

Businesses: This special section opens a door of opportunity
for you to give a special Easter greetzng to your customers,
[riends and community! 4 y o P

» Reserve Your Space Today' : :
Call 407-886-2777 or Email ads@theapopkachlef com
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka - www.TheApopkaChief.com

Easter Story Publication Dates:
March 21 & 22, 2024

Space Deadline: Friday, March 15
Ad Copy Deadline: Monday, March 18

I1t’s more than just cremation;

it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.
Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.

3329 East Semoran Blvd.

Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME
HIGHLAND MEMORY We Make It Personal.’

GARDENS

BUY Something

Classified Section of
The Apopka Chief & The Planter

Place your Ad Today!
EMAIL us at classifieds@theapopkachief.com or

CALL 407-886-2777or FAX it to 407-889-4121.

As always, a good deal can be yours when you use the

VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

This is a stop along the 1.5-mile Historic Ethel Trail, which consists of a placard
that gives a historical background of the town of Ethel.

tect our history. Whatev-
er it is, I am confident this
trail will inspire the curios-
ity about our local history,
narrating the tales of our
predecessors and the strug-
gles that they have to over-
come to build this commu-
nity. I hope the trail fosters
a deep appreciation for the
roots that anchor us to this
remarkable place, a Lake
County place, especial-
ly for our younger genera-
tion who can take this ap-
preciation with them as
they grow, understand, and
learn.”

According to a news
release, there are plans to
reconstruct two homestead
cabins based on a photo-
graph of a one-room cabin

built at Ethel in 1888. One
will be a small museum and
the other will be furnished
sparsely, as it would have
been around that time.

Guided tours will be
conducted twice a month,
but visitors can do the walk
themselves with a self-
guided brochure available
at the trailhead. School
groups are also being en-
couraged to visit to learn
more about their local his-
tory.

Philpott and Shirley
Meade, a founding member
of the East Lake Historical
Society, co-wrote the book
“The Amazing Story of
the Lost Town of Ethel.” A
free e-book is available to
download from the Wekiva

Wilderness Trust website at
wWWwt-cso.com.

“Folks  know  the
springs, the rivers, the for-
est that we have, but we
also have the most incred-
ible cultural and historic re-
sources in state parks that
the state has,” Brian Fugate,
assistant director of Flori-
da State Parks, told the au-
dience at the ribbon cutting
ceremony. “We tell those
stories, we bring forth (sto-
ries) that allow folks to
come in, see and feel the
history that’s vibrant in
Florida. We are very proud
today to open up our new-
est cultural resource that’s
open to the public on this
Historic Ethel Trail.”

ASSOCIATES IN
DERMATOLOGY

Your Sk Cancer & Skincare @becxkz[x&z‘s

Géﬂgra‘l, Surgical & Cosmetic Dérmatology

AN

- MOHS Micrographic Surgery

Michael Steppie, MD

President & Medical Director

— 16 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU —

APOPKA
531 Wekiva Commons Circle

U Acapt Weast ol Pohuns!

800-827-SKIN . DermOrlando.com

MEET YOUR Local
Hearing Care
PROVIDER

Ol find dwt Vow
Wl v L et

We’ve Moved!

Visit our new location in Apopka, now open to the public!

\I.J

QCENTRQL
FLORIDA

L f.r.’ﬁﬁr’-' {(}?{o’f

Call today and make a reservation for your customized
hearing solution while spots are still available!

407.358.7045

Apopka « 200 N Park Ave, Ste B
Leesburg - 1108 W Dixie Ave
Amy Davis, Au.D.

QUB’IG;\D.’

CERTIFI

CentralFloridaAudiology.com

Classification: #

! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something!

________ as___
(ER V(I AR LR AR R RTINS, @ ————————— ————————
You can run your ad 4 weeks for the price of 3. | —
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special. = |
Our Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. Send this couponto  Name:
P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave., Address:
Apopka 32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment. Phone: Email:
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OFFERING ASSISTANCEWITH
Household Items
Prescriptions « Baby Items
Toiletries - Food

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Donating Financially
Household/Toiletry ltems
Thanksgiving items or
gift cards to Publix

Christmas (New Toys)
Food Drive

Loaves & Fishes has been
serving the community since
1984. We are a non-profit,
non-denominational, Chris-
tian organization serving a
O-zip-code area. We are sup-
ported by God’s abundant
grace and donations from lo-
cal churches, schools, busi-
nesses, organizations, and
individuals, as we receive
no government funding. We
provide supplemental food
for qualified, low-income
families and individuals each
week, as well as monthly
cleaning supplies, toiletries,
and baby essentials.

If you would like to donate,
please visit our website for
more information:

loavesandfishesapopka.com

HOURS OF OPERATION 206 East 8th Street
Monday-Thursday Apopka, FL 32703
9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 407-886-6005
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Sign: Foundation launched in Duran’s legacy grateful for honor

Continued from page 1A

devoted to 32 military personnel
and one city police officer who
died for the nation or in the line
of duty.

The program honors the mil-
itary personnel who have died
from 1862 during the Civil War
through 2007 during Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Apopka Police
Officer Denson Lee Hudson died
in the line of duty in 1941.

Duran’s parents, Michael and
Gail Duran, and his sister Sierra
Duran, were present at the street
sign dedication. Michael Duran
installed the sign on top of the
street sign.

“We have 33 other signs
around town honoring people
who have served from Apopka,
who work lived or played here,
went to school here and unfortu-
nately they died in service and we
are honoring their lives,” com-
munity advocate Dr. Phyllis Ol-
mstead said at the dedication.
“Austin Duran was the most re-
cent, and this is going to be here
hopefully forever. This one was
paid for, and is the only one paid
for by the city. And we’re going
to maintain it forever. Every time
you drive by here, you’re going
to see this when you stop at this
light or drive by and keep Aus-
tin and his family in your prayers

and in your memory and in your
thoughts.”

Austin Duran, 25, was criti-
cally injured at Fire Station No.
1 on June 30, 2022, while trying
to move a sand trailer. He died
on July 15,2022 from injuries he
sustained that day.

Duran began serving as
a fire explorer in high school and
joined the fire department in April
2020. In March 2023, he was
named the 2022 Firefighter of the
Year for the city of Apopka and
has been honored on firefighter
and EMT memorials around the
nation.

The community was wel-
comed to go to the Apopka Com-

munity Center/VFW Building af-
ter the dedication for coffee and
donuts and to tour the VFW Post
10147 Military Museum.

In a statement that the 2560
Foundation posted on its Face-
book page, the nonprofit ex-
pressed gratitude for the street
sign dedication. Michael Duran
is the founder/CEO of the 2560
Foundation, which honors his
son’s legacy by providing and
promoting training, education
and mentorship opportunities for
first responders.

“The 2560 Foundation team
would like to send our heartfelt
thank you to everyone that came
out yesterday, to the street sign

dedication in honor of Apopka
fallen firefighter, Austin Duran,”
the statement reads. “A special
thank you to Dr O for her dedi-
cation and support to put all of
this together. Thank you to the
Apopka police Chief, commis-
sioners Nick, Kyle and Diane and
running for seat 3, commissioner
Daryl Richardson and all of the
Apopka firefighters and Chiefs
that attended.

“The 2650 Foundation aims
to prevent these type of ceremo-
nies that will have our first re-
sponders the ability to go home to
their families at the end of their
shift. We are honored and hum-
bled by the support of so many.”

I'M A LEPRECHALIN
FOR SAINT PATTY’S DAY!

>
I'M AN IRISH

THAT'S A
STEREOTYPE,
N\ SEAVER.

STOP BY
TODAY!

407-880-9446
WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

. st OF A FOr S %
I L K AVENUE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

Schroeder
Dental

Group/

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call Now For An Appointment - [oy%:f- 7. SN N |
$20 Exam

Get-Acquainted Speciall

* Oral Exam D0150

* 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274
* Cancer Screening

* Gum Disease Screening

Wygi for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer.

: Wransferable. Please share wilh your family and fiends. Exp. 331/24. 1
New Patients Welcome! ~L%5#60% =5 o ot p /2 )

Emergency Appointments Available

Y align; /Zoom!

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

TAI CHI/QIGONG
FREE CLASSES

WITH ALVIN AKI \/METRO

HEALTH

WEDNESDAYS AT 11AM

701 South Orange Blossom Trail Apopka, FL
HELD IN THE METROHEALTH EDUCATION CENTER

HELPS IMPROVE
FALL PREVENTION
BALANCE, STRENGTH, POSTURE
COGNITIVE FUNCTION
HELPS ALLEVIATE SYMPTOMS
FROM HEALTH ISSUES SUCH AS:
o PARKINSON'S
FYBROMIALGIA
ARTHRITIS
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE
DEPRESSION

e}

o O O

Colin Watts, M.D.
Physician

‘e, METRO

HEALTH OF APOPKA

Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors
Plus the Medicare
Educational Center

701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL. 32703

Julaine Beth Harding, RN.
Nurse Practitioner

braceworx

Community Church

oo sowvices
|

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM
W . E  Livestream:
. tinyurl.com/4ak7933j
9913 Bear
=8

orxcc@gmail.com

Lake Rd., Apopka, FL

MALTBY'S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Landscape Installation
+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services {2

321-689-5866

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

JAMES MALTBY  licensed

Owner & Insured

aP
| I\
&45 ?LJ 3
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& IRISH EATERY

Service Restauran
Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free.

t& lrish Pub &R
r/\ 4

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. We only use air fryers & convection ovens:.

STEPHIE’S

‘ b
Saipt Paddy’s Day
2 YEAR ANNIVERSARY - 2 DAY EVENT

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

3PM - 6PM SUN. MARCH 17T

CELTIC JAM

Y w——

o
Hours

Mon. CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.
11:30AM -10PM
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM - Midnight
Sun. 11:30AM - 3PM

V.~
LA

7PM SAT. MARCH 16TH
MCINTYRE
* Food apd Dripk Giveaways
* Gepuipe Irish Food

FRI 7pm-10pm with Scott Harrell
SAT 7pm-10pm Mcintyre 3‘"’3
2nd Anniversary Party & Pre-St. Paddy’s! )
SUN St. Paddy’s Day 3PM-6PM Celtic Jam
7pm Irish Music

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM

1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
407-703-8195

f ©

Send us Your News - Email: news@theapopkachief.com or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

* 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.

* 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

* 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy
Errol Estate entrance)

* Ace Meat & Grocery,
439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.

e Apopka Chief rack,
400 N. Park Ave.

* Apopka High School

* Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 &
Lake Cortez Dr.

e Argos Family Diner,
3346 E. Semoran Blvd.

* Beekays, N. Park Ave.

(Plymouth)

Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
* Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &
Roger Williams Rd.
* Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)

* Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
store by mail boxes)
e CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av
& Hwy 441
* Discount Beverage & Smoke
(Across from Checkers, Highway 441
e Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at
corner of Apopka Blvd.
¢ Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
S. Park Avenue

¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,
2691 Highway 441

* Crosby’s Motor Inn,

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com ® Ph: 407-886-2777 © Fax: 407-889-4121 ¢ email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com

Would You Like Extra Copies?
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

* Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
¢ Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
* Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd

* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441
(next to Burger K)

N. Park Ave.

o Perkins Restaurant

* Plymouth Post Office,
Plymouth/Sorrento Rd

(across from the old Fla. Hosp. location) Kelly Park Rd Welch Rd.
¢ CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436 * Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & e Sam’s Discount, Overland &
* Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 & Wekiva Springs Rd. Apopka Blvd.

Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
*Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
¢ Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
* McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)

* Orange County Service Center,

Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

* Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
e Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
¢ Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & © Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &

* Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.

* Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 &
* Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
* Trader Mace’s, Rock Springs Rd

* UPS Store (The), Rock Springs
& Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave
and Hwy 441

* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

e Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

e Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
(beside Lowe’s)

¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)

* Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441

e Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262
Robinson St.

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!
Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
Subscribe Online at

www. TheApopkaChief.com

2124




Obituaries &%
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R

LAURA LEE CRUICKSHANK SKIDMORE COVENEY, 67, was
born on March 24, 1956 in Detroit, Michigan. She passed away on Feb-
ruary 21, 2024 in Apopka. Laura is survived by: her husband, Paul Co-
veney; brother, Scott (Kim) Cruickshank; sister, Kim Lynch (Roger); 2
nieces; 3 nephews; 1 great nephew; and doggie Roxy. She is preceded
in death by her parents and sister Diane. She is dearly loved and will be
missed by her family and many friends.

See Obituary on page 11A

&J‘ Honor Your * R
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out
about our designed Obituaries

and Memorials or visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

=K LOOMIS FAMILY
FUNERAL HOME

Do you have church news
you would like us to publicize?

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com

call The Apopka Chief & The Planter at 407-886-2777,
fax 407-889-4121, or email news@theapopkachief.com

Errors Are Inevitable

To err is human; to
forgive divine. So goes
the saying and we all
know that everyone
makes mistakes.

Expecting  per-
fection, or worse,
demanding it, is not just
unrealistic, it also causes
people to hide or lie
about their errors. There
is a more intelligent way
to deal with errors, and
that is by telling ourselves
and others that we
should be honest and
open about errors and try
to learn from them.

Of course not all
errors are the same. A
slip of the tongue rarely
causes much harm,
whereas slipping on icy
pavement or having your
car slide off the road
threatens more serious
harm.

When it comes to
moral errors, or sins, as it

gradation of harm.
Cheating at solitaire may
cause you to question
your own integrity in
minor matters whereas
cheating on your beloved
may cause everyone to
question your integrity.
But even in moral
matters we should realize
that we all make mistakes
and should have the same
attitude towards these
types of mistakes as we
do towards mistakes at
work or in school. We
should be open and
honest about them and
try to learn from them.
Ask yourselves why
you are drawn towards
certain sins, and how you
can best avoid them in
the future. Finally, ask
forgiveness of those you
may have wronged, and
especially ask forgiveness

of God.

shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

were, there is a similar — Christopher Simon
But those who wait on .
e o | Newspaper | Errors Are Inevitable |  Inthe same way, "
the|r strength‘ They shall readers are (See message above.) Iet yOUI' Ilght Mﬂlelze. your
mount up wih wings | ACTIVE | eeeconissoursins shine before marketing
like eag|esl They shall ' he isﬁzit/yful and just Others, that they dO"ﬂl‘S by
CONSUMERS! o may see your FOCUSING your
run and not be weary, and will forgive us our good deeds advertising
They shall walk and not : : .
i, s 4031 Sheyhave, | |sendniyuston and glorify your  Campaign on a
' ' trer(r?éngc‘)lﬁs all unrighteousness.” Father in heaven. concentrated
: 1 John 1:9 NIV market!
In the same way, buying power! Matthew 5:16
let your light shine ’
before others, that |
they may see your | AME Trinity Baptist Church New Covenant Dayspring Community Pentecostal
good deeds and St. Paul AME 407-886-2966 Perfecting Ministries Church Church in the Son
glorify your Father 407-889-4464 Wekiwa Springs 407-880-8898 407-814-4996 407-246-0001
in heaven. Anglican Baptist Church Holiness Eve'rla.stmg Covenant Faith Fellowship Church
Anglican Community 407-886-7864 St. Elizabeth Church of Christian Center 407-741-3750
Matthew 5:16 Fellowship Bible God by Faith 407-884-8598 Ministerios Getsemani
Find us at: theacf net Bear Lake Bible Chapel 407-886-6290 I;Sizthz\’;(;ﬂ;;gclhurCh 407-310-8672
Apostolic 407-563-3931 St. Matthew Holiness -295- Prince of Peace
Add Your Church Apostolic Church of Jesus  Biblical Science 407-889-2274 Freedom Fellowship Pentecostal Missionary
To Our List. Call 407-886-2556 IDMR Temple of Faith Church ;07-399—?\/3[ 1 Chureh, Inc.
Assembly of God 321-948-3298 407-884-6960 reedom Munistries 407-889-9269
(407) 886-2777 Apopka Assembly of God  Catholic Independent 407-886-6006 Pentecostals of Apopka
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 407-886-2806 St. Francis of Assisi True Temple of God Grace Gospel Church 407-889-3802
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. One Church 407-886-4602 407-880-8181 321-438-4554 Way of Grace Ministries
Holy Tabernacle Church Markham Woods Charismatic Episcopal Interdenominational Grace Pointe Church 407-292-9998
2501 Apopka Blvd. 407-774-0777 Ascension Church, CEC New Vision 407-889-3383 Presbyterian
Call for more info: Baptist 407-880-9555 Community Church Graceworx First Presbyterian
407-928-8617 Apopka First Baptist Christian 407-886-3619 Community Church of Apopka
407-886-2628 Christ Centered Northwest Community 321-228-4599 407-886-5943
drond yau‘]‘%;?gfev:g?hswathw el Eirst.Anéil(l)ch i\l/[issionary g;{igtéino%gzrch 25171120;18 s il(;?%}é ;I:)uj é\ginismes ?jth Anﬁrews Presbyterian
A~ aptist Churc -331- -3/8- -657- urc
MARVIN C. ZANDERS 407-963-5398 Journey Christian Church One Accord Christian Holy Tabernacle Church 407-293-6802
L, UNERAL HOME First Baptist Church of 407-884-7223 Fellowship Church 4079288617 Reformed Church in America
Apopka, Florida 32703 Mount Dora Real Life Christian 407-523-3002 Hosanna To The Highest Rolling Hills
. 352-385-2222 Church Jewish Ministries Community Church
In the fear of the Lord is First Baptist Church of 352-735-LOVE Congregation Beth Am 407-491-4266 407-886-7664
strong confidence: and his Sanlando Springs Christian Science 407-862-3505 Inspire Seventh-day Adventists
children shall have a place 407-788-6801 Christian Science Church Congregation of Reform 407-415-6218 . Apopka Seventh-day
of refuge. First Baptist Sorrento 407-389-4200 Judaism Ministries of Good Life Adventist
P s T 352-383-2241 Church of Christ 407-645-0444 407'70.3‘7464 407-889-2812
fOVErDs 15: First Baptist Church of Apopka Church of Christ Lutheran New Life Praise Florida Living SDA
Sweetwater now with Plymouth* St. Paul Lutheran Worship Center Church
o StateFarm:|  wr-se-39 Central Church of Christ 407-889-2634 407-880-3421 H07-284-7472
Shren Yeager First Baptist Church 407-869-1419 Methodist . New Beginning Forest Lake
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka of Tangerine Plymouth (and Apopka) First United Methodist Worship Center 407-869-0680
407-880-3167 352-383-7920 Church of Christ* 407-886-3421 352-455-9173 ‘ Franco-Haitian
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there ® First Baptist Church 407-886-1466 Bear Lake United Methodist New Life Word of Faith 407-296-4368
of Zellwood Church of Christ 407-862-1531 321-460-8205 Genesis Spanish
“If my pﬁoﬁli’ whflch ae ca”?d by my 407-889-0509 of West Orange Zellwood United Methodist Orlando Church of 509-264-4873
gfgy]eé ol ekunr:f 0 C‘; i ffgn(j Forest Avenue Baptist 407-656-2770 407-889-4426 Christ Maranatha
their wicked ways; then will | hear from Church Tri-City Church of Christ Moravian 407-823-7370 Seventh-day Adventist
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 407-886-4374 407-920-1757 Rolling Hills Philemon Ministries 407-290-1800
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 Fountain of Life 10th Street Church of Christ Moravian Church 407-718-7179 Mount Olive
Baptist Church 407-884-4835 407-332-8380 Rejoice in the Lord 407-886-0430
Apopka Auto Upholstery of Apopka, Inc. Church of God Ministries Orlando Filipino
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka 407-814-8322 Church of God of Zellwood ~ Nazarene 407-814-7643 Seventh-day Adventist
(behind Advance Discount Auto) Gospel Centered Church 407-886-3074 Calvary Church of Remnant Christian Center 407-292-9210
In bLtiness 4E years 800-924-6850 Grace Street Church of God the Nazarene 407-703-7346 Orlando Vietiamese
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners Hope Baptist Church 407-298-9188 407-889-2148 Renewal Church Seventh-day Adventist
— — 407-886-6980 Healing Waters Church Apopka Springhill 407-410-5378 407-339-4974
Maximize your mal'ketlng Lockhart Baptist Church of God Church of the Nazarene ig;V;H&S ggsc‘;_Od Ministries Pine Hills
407-295-1133 407-886-3780 407-884-8322 -014- 407-291-4816
dollars _b ¥ FOCUSIN,G your Northside Baptist Church Park Avenue Worship Sorrento Christian Center Plymouth-Sorrento
advertlsmg campaign on 407-884-4443 Center Non-Denominational 25_2-.735{#1(47 407-884-0395
| One Way Christian Church 407-886-2696 Anointed Word Family pirit of Lite Templo Biblico
a concentrated market! www.onewaychristian Sorrento Church of God Worship Center 4C(l)17ri§t§i;%n4C5};l(1)rch Templo Asamblea Biblica
== . church.com 352-735-4245 407-886-4989 -060- Lake Howell Branch
Visit us online at The Church at Oak Level ~ Church of Jesus Christ Casa De Oracién Tangerine Chapel
The Apopka 407-656-1523 of Latter Day Saints Internacional Community Church 407-814-4465
g Pleasant View Baptist Apopka Ward 321-239-7680 352-383-4173 Unity
Chief.com Church 407-880-9877 Center of Faith Church The Shabach Church Unity Church of
407-886-6717 Episcopal for All People 407-445-1230 Christianity
, , o Riverside Baptist Church Church of the Holy Spirit 407-464-9375 True Words of God 407-295-9181
Wisdom is the principal 407-295-3850 407-886-1740 Church on the Edge Tabernacle of Meeting Ukrainian
ﬁ;{”% .Thﬁlr efore geé.W!sdor?. Springs Community Faith and Word 407-869-1133 407-227-8829 St. Mary’s (Protectress)
r(’j mta é/ our %e m% gj 7 Baptist Church Word of Life City of Destiny (The) Victory Church World Ukrainian
understanaing. Froveros & 407-889-2240 407-886-7427 407-884-6322 Outreach Center 407-880-1640 «
St. Luke’s Full Gospel Full Gospel Compass Community 407-889-7288 386-848-9888
But those who wait on the Lord Baptist Church Millenium of Glory Church
Shallrenew their strength; They 352-735-9199 407-814-0041 407-880-6110

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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Send Us Your News Club: Nominees sought for Service to Mankind Award

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com Continued from page 3A from all eligible entries. awards dinner on Wednes- cannot. Sertoma members
Pho:;e: 437'886@2;‘77 * Fa)'((: 4?17,'$89'41 21 The nominees will be day, April 10. are not eligible.

matl:news eapopkachiel.com vice. One Service to Man- honored and the winner This is the Foliage Ser- Submit a completed

kind winner will be chosen  will be announced at an toma Club’s fourth year nomination form with a $20
doing the Service to Man- entry fee to: Foliage Serto-
kind Award in this manner. ma Club of Apopka, P.O.
COMPASS HEALTH Now Accepting Nominations || The three previous win- Box 718 Apopka, 32704.

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE. . ners were Linda Lauren- Forms and fees can also be
F°||age Sertoma deau (2021) for her work emailed to Bev Winesburgh

S E A R C H F O R A in marking veterans’ graves at  bwine@earthlink.net.
in the Ed d-Green- One d 't h to b
LET US G U I D E Yo U 4\of' X2 1;100(1 eCemffevrv}(f),o Detfgf:h mzfnbei)ref)r; an il)\r:;an(i)zat?ofll
e HEALTH g E@WD@E ?@ (7 ,D% Green (2022) for her help to nominate or to be nomi-
SERTOMA in getting the Apopka wild- ted.
: ,(\:/I REED|\I/|(,:A?'||?CI§N M&mmm@ E%M E}feg :rz:irllggoizg,lzl(r)l% ]E_})i‘;,:lne - eTo obtain a nomina-
e ACCIDENT M@N@REE Haubner (2023) for imple- tion form, please email

menting the Jingle Mingle info@foliagesertoma.org.

e DENTAL For over 100 years, Sertoma Club, nationally, has . ) .
o . . event to benefit the Epilep- For more information, con-
o ||IFE honored individuals who contribute outstanding, sy Association tact Lorena Potter forevr-
* CRITICAL ”‘LNE§S selfless SERVICE TO MANKIND. Past nominees can be bzy60@gmail.com or Bev
SE HABLA ESPANOL Foliage Sertoma Club is keeping this tradition submitted for recognition Winesburgh at bwine@
Compass Health Insurance.com by continuing search for citizens contributing again, but previous winners  earthlink.net.
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184 outstanding service to our area.
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487 It's time we publicly recognize the selfless

Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A) volunteers who donate so much time, talent and ]QIN US FOR

Your Local Agency for \V/ \ B S
treasure to our Apopka Area every year. ACATION DIBLE DCHOOL
Florida Blue @Y

Join us by submitting nominations of Saturday,March23-1-4PM
individuals you know are deserving of this

award by MARCH 22nd and attending the . BN
dinner celebration with all the honorees and TeaChlng Ist through 6th grades'

the Mayor at the Fran Carlton Center, 6-8pm Free grilled hot dogs will be
on April 10th. served  afterwards.
WHO CAN NOMINATE: Nominations can be l

submitted by Civic Groups, Churches, Youth 4
Organizations?lSchooIs, Non-’;roﬁts. However, you k y}ﬂ*}fﬂ’

do not have to be a member of an organization Q‘Nc, M

to nominate someone for the award or to be g

nominated for the award.

NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: Sunday, March 24 - 10:30PM - 11:30PM

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME FoliageSertoma.org and at The Apopka Chief ~ Enjoy aFREE t thell
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY. and The Planter Newspaper office : ‘ . end ofthe service!
At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to . . - :
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that For more information or to have
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural forms emailed, contact ﬁ

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home. H i i °
pu Bev Wlnesbl; rrg:0a7t_ ggm;?le?’@g)garthlmk.net ‘ Church of Christ
b Q) Lake A,O0,0ka Foliage Sertoma Club of Apopka 2;2311%)1)13; ;I:l‘:gl;i%glg(:;:ill’ 3171112
H 7 PO Box 718, Apopka, Fl 32704 .
American Public Gas Assodation Natural Gas Dlstrlct FoIiageSertoma.org | WWW.PIymOUth-ChurCh.Com
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307 Contact: Lorena Potter, President e 407-583-7349

atigamg

Please support our local businesses.

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e Our sauces are made fresh daily g%
e The house salad dressing is made from scratch &g~ 4

e Only the finest ingredients are used m estauran &mmﬂh

SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZI1.E CAN BE
FOUND ON PAGE 2B

8~ Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 5/9(7]|1 2(3|8(4]|6
Tradmonal Irish Food served at its BEST. We only use air fryers & convection’ ovens.
A 8HOurS : o(y : 3|2 9|16|4|5(1]|7
10% OFF
Tues, Wed. & Thars. ! FOR VETERANS, POLICE, | 6|11|/4|5(8(7|12]|3]9
= > SR ;e e
x éi‘ , SE BRI  metelenaecs” L || 1|4 (2]6(|3(8(9]7|5
:‘, ---------------- ~
Caffe Posgitano . 7[5]3]2]9]1]6]8]4
= FRI 7pm-10pm with Scott Harrell
Call us for take out orders! | - SAT Tom 0pm Mol ALALA KALALEEALIR
- 2nd Anniversary Party & Pre-St. Paddy’s!
We are located at SUN St. Paddy’s Day 3PM-6PM Celtic Jam 9(7|5|8(1|2|4(6]3
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, : 7pm Irish Music
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080 : 3 b, : 4/8/6|3|7/9]|1]5|2
1665 WP Ball B|Vd, Sanford, FL 32771 * 407-531-1151 Check out our Full Menu at WWW.S_TEPHIESPUB.COM
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com I Or e o ares " NPoPka f © 2|3|1[4]|5]6]7|9]|8

S|A|G|S B{O|S|O S|A|F|E e ‘
o PICTURE PERFECT, NOW
AIM|A|H C|RIA|P AIR|I |A o
Pil L[| DIA|L|E]|Y G|A S| m « \&
o
sal[a ol o ls s o[ =|| YOUTASTEIT
o
E E N A S p=) Experience a steak that’s
M D T c hand-carved by master butchers,
g perfectly aged to maximize
E L ] tenderness, and double-trimmed
.(2 to remove imperfections. This isn’t Protein-Packed Assortment
S M S ) a steak — this is Omaha Steaks. 4 Butcher's Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
— 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
N 4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
O A N A 4 PureGround” Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.) £5=%
= ZMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHzp 4 Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
a. 4 garamoISApple 'Sl'anlets {4 0z.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
D R T -E OMAHA STEAKS 8 FREE PureGround” Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
75039SNY separe 13:93
T E|F|A E|S g _W SPECIAL INTRéDUCTDRY pnicEslzggg
S|A|B|R|E RIA|G S|A|[B|I N| & 8 BURGERS FREE
o
! » OmahaSteaks.com/Tastelt2290
AlURAJMS| A|B|/L EIEMII A0 & ORDER NOW! -
v 1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75039SNY
S B I C S T E A K A L M S g Sr—-'v\:lga shown over aggregated single item base price, Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address r_haT in_c:ludes
TH038. Stancard S&H sdded per address, Offer svailable while suppias last, Items may ba substtuted due to inventory limitations,
h Cannot LP etrmbined with c.\'.ger r.;ll?fi. E)thﬁr rt-e:,:_lricli;xlsfrrmygk\lfi};x%rne&t;;iuﬁlf r;mngrsgp R::'Iailaar]:-:e [Su[r ‘ii'—' ilr_tL\gur arsg.
H E M E T O R N E S E B E Sales are subjact to OmahaSteaks. comitarms-of-use0El. Expires 06 1/24. D200 mana steaks,
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Fair: Organizers now preparing for this year’s Fall Festival

Continued from page 5A

er responsibilities did a great job
and deserve a special thank you,”

DeClue said.

New Journey Youth Cen-
ter, Apopka High School Base-
ball, Wekiva High School ROTC,
Apopka High School Wrestling,
Seminole County Sherriff Office
Explorers, Apopka High School

ROTC, Evans High School Bas-
ketball, United Methodist Men’s
group, worked the parking lots.
“The City of Apopka does a
wonderful job of keeping the fa-
cilities in the kind of condition
suitable and in order for putting
on the fair,” DeClue said. “Trash
pickup and cleanliness of the fa-
cility in general isn’t given much
thought but has tremendous sig-

nificance.

People want to avoid deal-
ing with an unkempt facility even
more than riding the most attrac-
tive rides or participating in the
most attractive activities. That
support received from the city is
always appreciated. Area schools’
distribution of the flyers to the
students is equally appreciated.

“However, thanks to all the

people, families and sponsors
who came out. Attendees are at
the very least equally appreciat-
ed. There is no reason for the fair
in the first place without the at-

tendees.”

tions, Williams Construction and
Management,
Church of Apopka, Stephie’s Pub
and Irish Eatery, First Card Mer-
chant Services, Belben Realty

First Methodist

Group provide sponsorships.

The Apopka Chief and The
Planter newspapers, Lake Apop-
ka Natural Gas District, Waste
Management, Primerica, DB De-
Clue Brothers Insurance Solu-

With the 2024 Apopka Fair
now in the books, organizers’ at-
tention turns to the Fall Festival,
tentatively scheduled for mid-No-
vember.

Scouts: Becker credits Boy Scouts for shaping him as a person

Continued from page 1A

their lives.”

Becker discussed a
Baylor University study
“Merit Beyond the Badges:
Eagle Scouts in Later Life,”
which analyzes if partici-
pating in scouting and ulti-
mately becoming an Eagle
Scout lends to pro-social
behavior and positive youth
development that carries
over into young adulthood
and beyond.

According to  the
study’s summary which he
quoted, “when compared
to Scouts and non-Scouts,

Eagle Scouts exhibit sig-
nificantly higher levels of
health and recreation, con-
nection, service and leader-
ship, environmental stew-
ardship, goal orientation,
planning and preparedness,
and character.”

Becker discussed his
experience growing up par-
ticipating in various ac-
tivities including the Boy
Scouts. He attained the Ea-
gle Scout rank in 1996.

“This organization laid
a strong foundation for me
to achieve the successes
I’ve made professionally,
politically, and most im-

portantly, as a family man
and a citizen of the commu-
nity,” Becker said. “On my
resume, my Eagle Scout
rank is the first listed un-
der honors and accomplish-
ments, and it was printed
with pride on my palm card
when I campaigned for of-
fice. Not that it ensures
any outcomes, because it
doesn’t, but more it gives
indication about the person
I campaign on, one with
sound character and firm
commitment.”

Becker was first elect-
ed to Apopka City Coun-
cil in 2016 and has served

for eight years. Becker
has been vice mayor since
2022.

“Since then (2016), the
City of Apopka has seen
and is still seeing tremen-
dous growth. Kyle takes
great pride in his prudent
and principled decision
making on behalf of Apop-
ka residents,” a press re-
lease about the Golden Ea-
gle Dinner says.

In addition to his City
Council duties, Becker is
the board chair of Quest,
Inc., a regional nonprofit
that serves individuals with
developmental disabilities;

The Northwest Or-
ange Republican Wom-
en Federated will present
guest speaker, Florida
State Representative Dav-
id Smith on Thursday,
March 21, 2024, at The
Hilton Garden Inn Apopka
City Center, 580 E. Main
Street, Apopka, FL. 32703.

Representative Dav-
id Smith graduated from
Texas A&M University in
1982 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Manage-
ment and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine

Corps through the Naval
Reserve Officer Training
Corps (NROTC) program.
His military career as a
UH-1N helicopter pilot is
highlighted by over 4,500
accident-free flight hours
and six overseas deploy-
ments, including a com-
bat tour in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

After 30 years of serv-
ice, David retired from the
Marine Corps at the rank
of Colonel. and has been
serving Seminole Coun-
ty in the Florida House
of Representatives since

Rep. David Smith to speak at NORWF on March 21

2018, with subsequent
re-elections in 2020 and
2022. He has worked in
the private sector of Cen-
tral Florida’s Simulation
& Training industry for
the last seven years and
currently owns a business
consulting company.

Representative Smith
remains actively engaged
in his community through
local non- profits, veter-
ans’ groups, and as a Paul
Harris Fellow with the
Rotary Club of Winter
Springs.

Representative Smith

is a life-long Republican.

Lunch meeting starts
at 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Please arrive by 11:15 am
to register. Cost of Buf-
fet Lunch is $25 with res-
ervation and $30, at the
door, without a reserva-
tion. There is limited seat-
ing, so make your reserva-
tion now.

For more information
and reservations, contact
Marty Harrison at 407-
493-0471 or martyaoii@
aol.com. Reservations can
be made on-line at www.
norwf.org

was vice president of the
Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District Board of Directors,
having served from 2018 to
2022; and now chairs the
First Methodist Church of
Apopka’s Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee.

Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District

The Golden Eagle Din-
ner’s corporate honoree
Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District was formed as a re-
sult of the interest of offi-
cials from Apopka, Winter
Garden and Clermont, and
certain investment bank-
ers and engineers who rec-

See SCOUTS Page 12A

Laura Lee Cruickshank
Skidmore Coveney was born
on March 24, 1956 in Detroit
Michigan, passed away after
a valiant fight with cancer on
February 21, 2024 in Apopka
Florida.

Laura is survived by her
husband Paul Coveney, her
brother Scott (Kim) Cruick-
shank, her sister Kim Lynch
(Roger), 2 nieces, 3 neph-
ews, her great nephew and
her much loved doggie Roxy.
She is preceded in death
by her parents and sister
Diane. Laura had a zest for
life. She loved sunshine and
the beach with blue skies
and sunny days. When not
at the beach she enjoyed her
porch and pool. She looked
forward to fall and Halloween
decorating along with NAS-

Zawa Zeo

CAR racing and watching
FSU football. Christmas time
meant decorating with Santa.
She enjoyed entertaining and
being with her friends who
were like family to her. Laura
loved boxer dogs. Roxy was
her 4th and brought her
much joy. She shared her
Boxer passion with others
and participated in many
online Boxer groups. She

is dearly loved and will be
missed by her family and
many friends. A celebration
of her life will be on Saturday,
March 2, 2024, at the

VFW, 4444 Edgewater Drive,
Orlando, FL 32804 from 1

to 5. Laura loved the color
blue, if you would like, wear
blue in her honor. The family
has requested that in lieu

of flowers, donations to be
made to the American Can-
cer Society in her memory.

Read the recipe for Dirt Cake, see what “pan’ you use to create it

Janet Us-
tler contrib-
uted her reci-
pe for Cavati-
ni to Treasures
and Pleasures
cookbook. We
have it for you,
and it looks wonderful. It will work for
a one-dish meal with maybe a salad
on the side.

From Stew-Pot Favorites of Zell-
wood, we have a pork chops recipe
from Sue Parkhurst. It is cooked on
your stovetop. You can have a com-
plete meal with some broccoli or nice
salad on the side.

From a Summerville, SC, reader,
we have Isabel Beach’s Salmon Pat-
ties. It is very simple and very good.
You can add a pot of grits and a veg-
etable and enjoy a wonderfully sim-
ple and delicious meal.

From Caroline Greene in Feed-
ing the Flock, we have Carrot Souf-
fle. We appreciate all our friends who
contribute their favorite recipes and
agree to share them with the com-
munity.

Betty Land’s Creamy Onion-Po-
tato Soup will make your day! This
is another Treasures and Pleasures
recipe. This cookbook happens to be
my personal favorite.

Oh, this sounds yummy. Dirt
Cake! Your kids will go wild for this
dessert simply based on its name.
Bev Bray contributed the recipe to
Treasures and Pleasures cookbook.
It says to prepare in a clean clay flow-
er pot. (I just might be tempted to use
a glass or porcelain bowl instead!) It
isn’t baked. Bev doesn’t say, but |
would place this concoction in the
refrigerator for a few hours prior to
serving. | looked up other dirt cake
recipes online and they say to cov-
er the cake tightly with storage wrap
and store in the refrigerator for up to
four days. They don’t recommend
freezing it as the cream cheese layer
may separate as it thaws.

JANET USTLER’S
CAVATINI
Recipe from 1990 Presbyterian
Women First Presbyterian
Church of Apopka,
Treasures and Pleasures cookbook

1-1/2 pounds hamburger or
ground chuck
2 medium onions, to taste
1 bell pepper, to taste
Salt and pepper to taste
Garlic powder to taste
1 (3.5-ounce) jar sliced
mushrooms, drained
3-1/2 ounces pepperoni (heated)
1 cup twisted macaroni
1 cup seashell macaroni
1 cup rigatoni noodles
2 cups Mozzarella cheese
1 cup Cheddar cheese
1 or 2 (14-ounce) jars pizza
quick sauce
Brown meat, onion, peppers;
season to taste with salt, pepper, and
garlic powder. Add mushrooms; then
add pepperoni (heat). Cook macaro-
ni and noodles according to package
directions. Layer noodles; add small
amount of pizza sauce over noodles.
Cover with grated cheese and meat.
Alternate until everything is gone.
Bake at 350 degrees to melt cheese.

SUE PARKHURST’S
SUPREME PORK CHOPS
WITH RICE
Recipe from
Stew-Pot Favorites of Zellwood

4 pork chops, 1/2-inch thick
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper or paprika
1 tablespoon hot shortening
3/4 cup water
1/2 cup finely cut celery
1 envelope dried onion soup mix
4 ounce can mushroom stems
and pieces
1/4 cup flour
1 tablespoon dried parsley flakes
2/3 cup evaporated milk
(small can)

Serve with 3 cups cooked rice

1) Sprinkle 4 lean pork chops with
1/4 teaspoon salt and 1/4 teaspoon
pepper or paprika. Brown chops on
both sides in 1 tablespoon hot short-
ening in a 10-inch skillet over medi-
um heat. 2) Drain off drippings. Stirin
3/4 cup water, 1/2 cup finely cut cel-
ery, and 1 envelope dried onion mix.
Cover and cook over low heat for 30
minutes, or until chops are tender. 3)
Stir well, 4 ounce can mushrooms
into 1/4 cup flour. 4) Take skillet off
heat. Move chops to one side. Stir

the flour mixture, 1 tablespoon dried
parsley flakes, and 2/3 cup evapo-
rated milk into liquid in skillet. 5) Stir
over high heat until steaming, but
DO NOT BOIL. Serve with 3 cups
cooked rice. Serves 4.

ISABEL BEACH’S
SALMON PATTIES
Recipe from Reader of
The Apopka Chief and The Planter
Newspapers
Olive oil for frying
Small can salmon, undrained
2 slices white bread, crumbled
1/2 medium onion, minced
1/2 tablespoon flour
1 egg
Salt and pepper (to taste,
as needed)

Tear up bread into small pieces.
Combine with other ingredients. Mix
well, so as to crumble bread, plus
keep the juice along with the salm-
on. Pour about 1/4-cup olive oil in
frying pan. Form soft patties, three at
a time, to fry slowly on medium heat,
turning once carefully, making sure
they don’t break apart. Then raise
heat just a tiny bit more than medi-
um. Serve hot.

CAROLINE GREENE’S
CARROT SOUFFLE
Recipe from New Vision Community

Church’s Feeding the Flock

1-3/4 b peeled carrots, cut into
medium size pieces

1 cup sugar

1-1/2 teaspoon baking powder

2 teaspoons vanilla

2 tablespoons flour

3 eggs, well beaten with electric
mixer

1 stick butter or margarine

1 teaspoon confectioners’ sugar

Boil carrots until tender; drain
well and place in large bowl. While
carrots are still warm, add sugar,
baking powder, and vanilla. Beat
with mixer until smooth. Add flour
and mix well; add whipped eggs and
beat well. Add margarine and beat
well.

Pour mixture into 2-quart bak-
ing dish and bake at 350 degrees
for 1 hour or until top is light gold-
en brown. Sprinkle lightly with pow-
dered sugar.

BETTY LAND’S
CREAMY ONION-POTATO SOUP
Recipe from 1990 Presbyterian
Women First Presbyterian
Church of Apopka,
Treasures and Pleasures
cookbook

2 medium sweet Spanish onions
2 tablespoons butter or

margarine
2 stalks celery, thinly sliced
Salt and pepper to taste
3 large potatoes, pared and cut

in quarter-inch slices
5 cups vegetable or chicken

stock
2 teaspoons dried dill

Peel and thinly slice onions to

measure 3 to 4 cups. Melt butter in
large pot over medium heat. Add on-
ions and celery; sauté 2 to 3 min-
utes. Stir in potatoes, vegetable or
chicken stock and dill. Cover and
bring to boil. Reduce heat and sim-
mer 20 minutes or until potatoes are
tender. Remove half of soup mixture
and puree in blender or food proces-
sor. Return puree to pot. Season to
taste with salt and pepper. Reheat
pureed mixture and serve. Makes 6
to 8 servings.

BEV BRAY’S DIRT CAKE
Recipe from 1990 Presbyterian
Women First Presbyterian
Church of Apopka,
Treasures and Pleasures
cookbook

1 (20-ounce) package cream- filled
chocolate sandwich cookies
1 8-ounce) package cream cheese
2 (3 ounce) packages French

vanilla instant pudding mix
3-1/2 cups milk
1 (12 ounce) carton non-dairy
whipped topping

Blend cookies in blender until

they look like potting soil. Set aside.
In large bowl, beat cream cheese
until light. Beat in dry pudding mix.
Stir in milk and combine well. Fold
in whipped topping. In clean 8 x 10-
inch clay flower pot, alternate lay-
ers of crushed cookies and cream
cheese mixture, ending with thick
layer of crumbs. Decorate with silk
flowers, if desired, and serve with a
trowel for a spoon. Serves 8 to 10.
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Scouts: Davis appreciates recognition given to gas district

Continued from page T1A

ognized the growth potential in
West Orange and East Lake coun-
ties. They envisioned building a
natural gas system for the com-
fort and convenience of the pub-
lic and to add to the economic
growth of the communities.

tomers, including

Race: Contributions
listed to all four
candidates

Continued from page 1A Reported: $10,520.

Nadia Anderson-$2,000.-C  SEAT 4
Tressa Paul-$25.-C
Nadia Anderson-$750.-1 Eric Mock

Report: cash total-$4,325.
Report: In-Kind total-
$750.

Total of Contributions
Reported: $15,275.

Note: C-cash, check, on-
line; I-In-kind; L-loan
Eric Mock-$2.,000-C

Total of Contributions
Reported: $13,115.41
Darryl P. Richardson
Note: C-cash, check, on-
line; I-In-kind; L-loan

Nick Nesta
Note: C-cash, check, on-

Darryl Richardson- line; I-In-kind; L-loan
$4,000.-L PSPrint, Des Plaines, IL,
Jime Eversole, Mt. Dora- $50.51-C

$1,000.-1. Jack Douglas-$500.-C
Larry Everly, Mt. Dora- Realtors Political Advo-
$200.-C cacy Committee, Orlando-
Report: cash total: $200.  $1000.-C
Report-In-Kind total: Report: cash total-
$1,000. $1550.51.

Report: Loan total: Total of Contributions
$2000. Reported: $9,789.40

Total of Contributions

As 2024 is beginning, their
customer base has expanded to
over 28,000 customers.

“The District has embraced
many changes in order to rise to
the challenges necessary to pro-
vide natural gas and enhance their
services to a diverse group of cus-
residential,

Report: cash total: $2,000

A
SCOTT e~ ASSOCIATES
ACCOUNTING FIRM INC

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

QUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

» Business Tax Return Filing
(C-Corpa, S-Corps, Nan Profit, Partrar ships. and Cooper ainee)

= Bookkeeping & Payroll

= Audit Assist
« Personal Tax Return Filing w5

= Tax Planning

b ‘6

CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY 321- ?Ed 1330

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center e www.countonscott.com

FORD
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for 72 MOS.
2023 F-150 XLT r
SUPERCREW

Ford Courtesy Transportation Vehicle (retired service loaner).
See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 4/2/2024.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678
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Money_

GEICO.| LOCAL OFFICE

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram
iHablamos Espaiiol!

Flowers are blooming. Your savings could be, too!
See how much you could save with your local GEICO
agent in Apopka.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO

behalf.

commercial and interruptible, as
well as transportation,” the din-
ner’s press release says.

Samuel Davis Jr., the retiring
CEO/general manager for Lake
Apopka Natural Gas District, ac-
cepted the award on the District’s

Brent Haywood, became the

company’s next chief executive
officer and general manager, ef-
fective January 8. Davis will re-
tire at the end of March so Hay-
wood could have time to transi-
tion smoothly into the new role.
“I really appreciate the rec-
ognition. I’m about to retire in the
next two weeks, and I hope this

recognition, I hope that it contin-
ues,”
the dinner.

Pam Jones, a representative
for Congressman Daniel Web-
ster, presented letters to Becker
and the Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District congratulating them for
the honors.

Davis told the audience at

Scott & Associates Accounting Firm, Inc. celebrates 17 years
offering tax services and more to individuals and businesses

It’'s Tax Season. Are
you ready?

Scott & Associ-
ates Accounting Firm,
Inc. provides business
tax service, personal
tax preparation, busi-
ness and personal IRS
and Department of Rev-
enue audit assistance,
tax planning, business
financing and mortgage
service. Their team un-
derstands how stress-
ful and time-consuming
it can be to prepare your
taxes and they are here
to relieve that burden -
carefully and accurately
preparing your returns
SO you can minimize
your tax liability and pro-
tect your financial inter-
ests.

Previous H&R Block
franchise owners for
over 10 years, Yere-
myah and Angela Scott
opened Scott & Associ-
ates Accounting Firm,
Inc. on March 22, 2007.
Together, they bring
more than 22 years of
industry experience. An-
gela Scott is an Enrolled
Agent admitted to prac-
tice before the IRS and
has a bachelor’s degree
in accounting, and Yer-
emyah Scott is a Senior
Tax Analyst, an Enrolled
Agent with the Internal
Revenue Service, and
carries a degree in legal
studies.

Specializing in ac-
counting and audit as-
sistance, they repre-
sent every client with
honesty, integrity, and
diligence. They’re pas-
sionate about using
their skills, knowledge,
and expertise to help
you navigate the tax
system—ensuring that
you can avoid prob-
lems and keep as much
of your hard-earned
money as possible.

LETUSTELL YOUR
BUSINESS STORY!

Offering guidance on the full range of tax issues, preparing returns, and crafting
long-term accounting, tax strategies and legal document services. With this team
by your side, you’ll have time to focus on yourself, your family and your business.

Their tax prepara-
tion services include
Tax Preparation for
Individuals: they offer
comprehensive, reliable
tax preparation services
for individuals, including
professionals, the self-
employed, and anyone
else with complex tax
returns. No matter the
nature of your financial
circumstances, they're
here to help.

Tax Preparation for
Businesses: They've
serviced many small and
mid-sized businesses in
and around the greater
Apopka area. They have
a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the ac-
counting and tax needs
of business owners. This
team assists business
owners and manag-
ers with the full range of
tax preparation issues.
They’re proud to offer ef-
ficient, reliable services
at a competitive price.

When you choose
Scott & Associates Ac-
counting Firm, Inc.,
you will get a team of
professionals who are
ready to put in the time,
attention, and resourc-
es to achieve the best
outcome for your spe-

cific needs, regardless
of your professional/in-
dustry or the size of your
business. They provide
clients with high-quali-
ty service at affordable
prices. Their goal is to
enable you to better un-
derstand your financial,
accounting, and tax sit-
uation.

Beyond tax prep-
aration services, they
also offer help with legal
structure for businesses,
budgeting, bookkeep-
ing, payroll, help draft
by-laws and operating
agreements, business
consultation, company
audits, and annual re-
porting. Whether you are
looking to create a com-
prehensive accounting
or tax strategy or possi-
bly having problems with
the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS), their top-
rated tax specialists are
ready to help.

They’re proficient
in regard to trusts, child
custody, the sealing and/
or expunging of criminal
records, letters of intent
to sell and/or buy, quit
claim deeds, business
contracts, tenant evic-
tion notices, promissory
notes, and demand let-

ters.

They dedicate
their time to you, not
only during tax time,
but throughout the en-
tire year, providing in-
dividual and business
clients with the advice
and knowledge they
need. That dedication
is thorough service,
while making sure that
all possible tax sav-
ings have been dis-
covered. They will help
you plan financial de-
cisions related to ma-
jor life events such as
retirement, the sale or
purchase of a home
or business, rental
property, and vacation
home activities.

Scott & Associates
Accounting Firm, Inc.
Their mission/purpose
is to provide sound tax
knowledge and relevant
accounting resources
for their clients’ personal
and business needs.

They are conve-
niently located at 2755
Border Lake Road, Suite
102, in Apopka. Call
them today at 321-754-
1360 or visit counton-
scott.com for more infor-
mation.

Advertisement

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our Business
Profile program or e-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Helping you is our business!

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5—year warranty with qualifying

purchase*

*Terms and Conditions apply.

- valued at $535.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

Need to
send or

receive a
FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

A0S

407-889-4455

is located in the same
building as |
The Apopka Chief &

The Planter newspapers.
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