
Apopka police are 
searching for information 
or anyone associated with 
a vehicle connected to the 
March 9 shooting that hap-
pened in the Myrtle Street/
Lake Avenue area of Apop-
ka, which injured a 33-year-
old man.

The vehicle of interest 
shown in the photograph 
released by police is red, 
and appears to be a four-
door sedan. 

In late morning on 
March 9, police responded 
to a shooting in the Myrtle 
Street/Lake Avenue area. 
When patrol officers ar-
rived, they discovered the 
man inside a vehicle with 

gunshot wounds. He was 
transported to a local hos-
pital and was said to be in 

stable condition, an Apop-
ka police press release said. 

Members of the Crime 

Scene Unit and investi-
gators are examining the 
scene to gather information 

about the incident. Prelimi-
nary findings in the case in-
vestigation suggest that this 
is an isolated incident, and 
there is no ongoing threat 
to the community, accord-
ing to the press release.

The investigation re-
mains ongoing, and up-
dates will be provided as 
new information emerges.

Anyone who has infor-
mation about the vehicle of 
interest is asked to contact 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment at APDCID@Apop-
ka.net or to remain anony-
mous, information can be 
provided through Crime-
line at 800-423-TIPS or by 
visiting crimeline.org.

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City Council autho-
rized 5-0 a ground lease with the Or-
ange Audubon Society to convert a 
Lake Apopka North Shore property 
into an approximately 70-acre nature-
based education facility called the 
Apopka Birding Park.

At the Wednesday, March 20, 
meeting at City Hall, the Apopka 
City Council discussed the ground 
lease, which proposes that the Orange 
Audubon Society, as the tenant, pay 
the city of Apopka a $1 yearly lease 
for the former Hickerson Property at 
2923 Lust Road. The lease’s term is 
30 years with the option for unlimit-
ed five-year renewals beyond the ini-
tial term. 

According to a statement after 
the meeting, “work will begin imme-
diately to convert the former nursery” 
into the Apopka Birding Park. 

“We have been looking since 
2001 for a property in West Orange 
County that we could restore and pre-
serve,” Green said in the statement. 
“This particular site is rich with Flor-
ida native birds and migratory birds 
in spring and summer, and our vol-
unteers plan to make it even more in-
viting for the many nature lovers that 
visit the Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 
every weekend. The City of Apopka 
has offered us an attractive long-term 
lease in exchange.”

Since the execution of the July 
27, 2022, memorandum of under-
standing, between the city and the 
Orange Audubon Society, both par-

ties have collaborated to develop a 
long-term ground lease for the former 
Hickerson Property. 

Per the ground lease, the Orange 
Audubon Society will do the follow-
ing: renovate the existing building 
called a “truck shop” into a nature-
based educational center, conduct na-
tive plant installation/maintenance, 
pay all utilities, and provide educa-
tion-based programming at Camp 
Wewa, according to Radley Williams, 
city parks and recreation director. 

The city will install water and 
septic connections, upgrade perim-
eter fencing and gates to provide in-
creased property security, and recon-
nect electricity to the property, Wil-
liams said. 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

In the Tuesday, March 
19, city election, Nadia 
Anderson won Apopka 
City Council Seat 3 race, 
while incumbent Nick 
Nesta won re-election of 
Seat 4.

Collecting 2,500 
votes (55.02 percent), An-
derson defeated oppo-
nent Darryl Richardson, 
who gathered 2,044 votes 
(44.98 percent). Anderson 
will succeed Kyle Becker, 
who opted not to run for 
re-election. 

Nesta, who cam-
paigned for his second 
term on the Council, got 
2,758 votes (61.03 per-

cent), easily dominating 
the race for Seat 4. Chal-
lenger Eric Mock got 
1,761 votes (38.97 per-
cent). 

All votes include 
Election Day, early votes 
and vote by mail. 

Election results are 
from the Orange County 
Supervisor of Elections 
Office and are unofficial.

The Oath of Office 
ceremony will take place 
on Tuesday, April 30, at 
noon in the council cham-
ber of Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main St., Apopka. 

Election results are 
from the Orange County 
Supervisor of Elections 
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See page 1B.

In partnership with 
Mayor Bryan Nelson, the 
Apopka Christian Minis-
terial Alliance (ACMA) 
is once again bringing the 
Apopka Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast to the commu-
nity. 

The event will take 
place on the National Day 
of Prayer, Thursday, May 
2, 6:30-8:30 a.m., at the 
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building, 519 S. 
Central Ave., Apopka.  

The event plans to in-
clude an open breakfast 

buffet from 6:30 to 7 a.m., 
immediately followed by 
a formal program involv-
ing prayers led by various 
community leaders, musi-
cal performances, and an 
inspirational message. 

This year’s keynote 
speaker is Timothy Barton, 
president of WallBuild-
ers, a national pro-family 
organization that presents 
America’s forgotten history 
and heroes, with an empha-
sis on our religious, moral, 
and constitutional heritage. 

Table reservations and 

single ticket purchases can 
be made on the ACMA 
website at acmaonline.org 
now while tables and seats 
are still available. Single 
tickets are $35 each. Tables 
can be reserved at differing 
sponsorship levels, each 
with various benefits: $400 
for Bronze, $700 for Silver, 
and $1,200 for Gold (note: 
Gold Sponsorships include 
two tables). 

The Apopka Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast is an an-

The Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance (ACMA) 
is honored to host an Apopka Community Good Friday 
Service open to the public at Apopka Calvary Church 
(750 Roger Williams Road, Apopka) on Friday, March 29, 
noon-12:45 p.m. 

The event will have worship, prayers led by vari-
ous Apopka area pastors, and an inspirational message as 
members of the community gather to reflect on Christ’s 
sacrifice for mankind on the cross. 

There is no admission fee and Christians across de-
nominations as well as those seeking Christ are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

For more information,  visit acmaonline.org or call 
the ACMA administrator Pastor Joe Bankson at 407-462-
7742.

City Council greenlights 30-year 
ground lease for future birding park

Anderson wins 
first term, Nesta 
is re-elected

Anderson
... elected to Seat 3

Nesta
... re-elected to Seat 4

Tickets on sale for May 2 Prayer Breakfast 

Police seek vehicle of interest linked to shooting

The city of Apopka and Quality Vaults and Monuments, based in Ocoee, in-
stalled two columbariums at the Edgewood-Greenwood Cemetery on Monday, 
March 11, as part of the city’s cemetery expansion. 

See ELECTION Page 10ATimothy Barton
... guest speaker

The city of Apop-
ka and Quality Vaults 
and Monuments, based 
in Ocoee, installed two  
columbariums at the Edge-
wood-Greenwood Cem-
etery on Monday, March 
11, as part of the city’s 
cemetery expansion. The  
columbariums were set up 
next to the gazebo near the 
Veteran’s Memorial Monu-
ment parking spots. 

Pavers and decora-
tion will be set up on the  
columbariums in the fu-
ture. 

Each columbarium is 

Columbariums added to city cemetery Ministerial alliance 
invites public to 
Good Friday service

See BREAKFAST Page 5A

See CEMETERY Page 5A

Apopka police are searching for information or anyone associated with this 
vehicle connected to the March 9 shooting that happened in the Myrtle Street/
Lake Avenue area of Apopka, which injured a 33-year-old man. 

See CITY Page 12A



I hope everyone had a 
restful, relaxing and rejuve-
nating spring break. As we 
return for the final quarter 
of the school year, I want 
to take some time to en-
courage everyone to brace 
themselves for a busy time 
of year.

As soon as we return 
next week, assessment and 
testing season starts. I’ve 
shared many times that it 
frustrates me that we have 
a time of year with so much 
testing that it has its own 
season designation, but that 
is the time we are in. So, 
it’s time to prepare and be 
informed.

For example, at my 
daughter’s high school, 
the testing starts on March 
26 with the SAT taken at 
school and doesn’t end un-
til May 24 with AICE ex-

ams. There are 14 differ-
ent test dates in that time. 
Every student doesn’t take 
every exam, but it still is a 
lot and it is disruptive to the 
school environment with 
modified schedules.

All this testing requires 
schools to adjust schedules 
and move/reassign staff to 
proctor exams. It’s a mon-
umental task each year, so 
remember to support your 
school staff during this 
time also.

High schools have 
more tests than lower 
grades, but there are still 
many tests in those grades, 
as well. Those tests are the 
state-required testing and 
common final exams used 
for accountability measure-
ments. The testing period is 
about six weeks long.

My point is: This time 
of the year requires that 
families really stay in tune 
with your child’s school. 
Listen to those phone calls 
that come in, and read all 
the emails sent because re-
ally important information 
is being shared about these 
tests.

I always advocate for 
parents to encourage their 
children to do their best, 
but at the same time, to 

I hope you all are en-
joying the beautiful weath-
er this spring season has 
brought us. It’s during this 
time of year that I like to 
spruce up my yard. With 
the spring season in full 
swing, Orange County 
Government has a com-
prehensive yard waste col-
lection program to ensure 
the cleanliness and aesthet-
ic appeal of its neighbor-
hoods. Under this program, 
residents can conveniently 
dispose of yard waste such 
as grass clippings, leaves, 
branches, and tree trim-
mings. 

Collection schedules 
vary by neighborhood with 
detailed information avail-

able on the county’s official 
website, that is www.ocfl.
net,  and through local an-
nouncements. Yard waste 
includes vegetative land-
scaping material as well as 
grass, tree, and shrub trim-
mings, and should not be 
placed in the garbage or 
recycling cart. Yard waste 
should be placed at the curb 

no earlier than 6 p.m. the 
night before and no later 
than 6 a.m. on your sched-
uled collection day. 

Some useful informa-
tion to keep in mind: Lim-
it yard waste to three cu-
bic yards per household 
per week and use your own 
garbage cans or plastic 
bags for collection. Cans 
and bags must be 50 gal-
lons or less and weigh less 
than 60 pounds each when 
full.

In addition to yard 
waste, Orange County 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of proper trash dis-
posal to maintain a clean 

I am happy to be in my 
eighties. It is so strange to 
see some of my classmates 
from the graduating class 
of ’59 and how they have 
aged! When did they get so 
old? Then…I look in the 
mirror and I wonder how 
my dad got in there. 

I am glad I was raised 
in the era in which I was 
raised. Even though we 
were born during WWII, 
we still remember some of 
the rationing, the saving of 
tin foil, and the changes we 
had to undergo for the war 
effort. But more than any-

thing else, we remember 
the patriotism we felt, and 
celebrated at every parade 
when “Old Glory” was un-
furled and exposed to the 
love and admiration of the 
crowd who proudly stood 

and covered their heart 
with their hand or hat. 

We had no air condi-
tioning, no TV, no elec-
tricity, no inside toilets, 
no next-door Wal-Mart, or 
other shopping centers. We 
did have Sears and Roe-
buck catalogues to order 
from for delivery, and oth-
er uses that had more to 
do with the two-holer in 
the backyard. (You older 
folks can explain that to the 
young ’uns.)

After my folks quit 
trying to make a living on 
hard scrabble farm land, 

they moved closer to town, 
and both went to work: 
dad at South Bend Lathe 
Works, and mom at Ball 
Band Rubber. Our lives 
were still a lot less strenu-
ous than today. We cel-
ebrated family back then. 
Every chance we had, we 
gathered ourselves together 
just to enjoy each other, see 
all the new babies, laugh at 
our mistakes, and remem-
ber those who had departed 
this mortal realm. 

We sang a lot and 
laughed at some of the at-
tempts to sing, but we had 

a pure joy that is missing in 
so much of our society to-
day. We had men and wom-
en who held city, county, 
and state offices and they 
were held in high esteem 
because they gave up a lot 
of private life to serve their 
communities with empa-
thy, dedication, and honor. 
They believed they were 
there to serve, and not to be 
served. I wonder where that 
sense of duty went. 

I surrendered to the 
call for help from Orange 
County Election Board 
and have been a Poll Dep-

uty now for the past three 
years. Every time I raise 
my hand to be sworn in, I 
feel a sense of pride, and 
it enforces my belief that 
somehow things are going 
to work out for the best.

 I still believe in the 
American people. They 
are the ones who have the 
power, and the common 
unity to work together for 
an America that stands out 
among all the other nations. 

The Board of Elections 
is always looking for Poll 

American people have the power and common unity to work together
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K9s United provides crucial training 
for Central Florida law enforcement
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Negative people have 
a problem for every 

solution.

Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do not 
make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.

Exodus 20:23

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
The Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance 
(ACMA) is hosting an Apopka Communi-
ty Good Friday Service open to the pub-
lic at Apopka Calvary Church, 750 Roger 
Williams Road, Apopka, on Friday, March 
29, from noon-12:45 p.m. For more infor-
mation, visit acmaonline.org or call ACMA 
administrator Pastor Joe Bankson at 407-
462-7742.

The seminar will equip partici-
pants with the highest level of cus-
tomized training, problem-solving 
techniques and animal care prac-
tices necessary to protect and serve 
on their community’s front line.

President and founder of K9 
United on training offered for K9s 

and handlers
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Remove yard waste; spring is sprung

See BYRD Page 4A

Spring testing will be in full bloom
See MOORE Page 4A

See HAYDEN Page 4A

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

Jacksonville, Fla. 
(March 20, 2024) – 

K9s United, a national nonprofit 
dedicated to supporting and advo-
cating for law enforcement canines, 
is providing a free four-day training 
seminar, March 25 – 28, for Central 
Florida’s local and regional K9 of-
ficers and their partners. The semi-
nar will equip participants with the 
highest level of customized train-
ing, problem-solving techniques 
and animal care practices necessary 
to protect and serve on their com-
munity’s front line. More than 70 
K9 teams will travel from Eustis, 
Fort Myers, Gainesville, Kissim-
mee, Lakeland, Leesburg, Oakland, 
Ocala, Ocoee, Orlando, Sanford, St. 
Augustine, Palm Beach Gardens, 
Port Orange, Tavares, Vero Beach, 
Winter Garden, Winter Park and 
Kingsland, Georgia to take part in 
the crucial training held at the Va-
lencia College’s School of Pub-
lic Safety, located at 8600 Valencia 
College Lane in Orlando.

“Dedicated K9s consistently go 
the extra mile, while courageously 
safeguarding their handlers, fellow 
officers and neighbors,” said Deb-
bie Johnson, president and founder 
of K9s United. “Our expert train-
ers provide real-world scenarios to 
equip attendees with the skills they 
need to face field emergencies. By 
bringing this training to Central 
Florida, we can support local and 
regional K9 teams who work tire-
lessly to ensure our safety, while 
increasing their odds of returning 
home after their perilous calls.”

The first day of the seminar will 
educate K9 officers on canine phys-
iology and anatomy, preventive first 
aid topics, such as heat stroke and 
bloat, along with point of injury 
medical care. 

The training will also feature 
a 70-pound canine manikin that 
barks, bleeds and breathes like a 
real injured working dog for attend-
ees to practice administering first-
aid. All attending handlers will re-
ceive a complimentary wearable 
first aid kit with donated medical 
supplies provided by K9s Unit-
ed and Dustoff K9. The remaining 

three days of the seminar will in-
tegrate the learnings from the first 
day into the additional real-world 
drills that include human detection 
– such as tracking, area and build-
ing searches – along with criminal 
apprehension techniques and sce-
nario-based training.

K9 units are one of the most ex-
pensive law enforcement depart-
ments in an agency, and unfortu-
nately, many do not have adequate 
funding to provide the necessary 
resources they require, including 
advanced training and equipment. 
K9s United helps fill that void and 
aids law enforcement agencies to 
ensure all K9 units have the essen-
tial training and equipment K9 of-
ficers and their four-pawed partners 
need.

Furthermore, K9s United is 
a proactive advocate for the wel-
fare of working police dogs, dem-
onstrating its commitment through 
tangible legislative achievements. 
Notably, the organization was in-
strumental in passing two pivotal 
Florida Senate Bills into state law. 
Senate Bill 96 enhances the penal-
ty for individuals who inflict harm 
upon K9s and mounted units. 

Meanwhile, Senate Bill 388 fa-
cilitates prompt and effective emer-
gency response for injured working 
K9s, authorizing their swift trans-
portation, including by helicopter 
and ambulance, to veterinary treat-
ment centers. K9s United is also 
working to pass these laws federal-
ly to help police dogs nationwide.

K9s United is a volunteer-based 
organization that relies on dona-
tions to support and advocate for 
hardworking police dogs. To sup-
port K9s United’s mission, Florida 
drivers, dog lovers and law enforce-
ment supporters are encouraged to 
pre-order the nonprofit’s special-
ty license plate before the Oct. 15 
deadline to provide these heroic 
dogs with the vital equipment and 
training they need most. To partici-
pate, Florida drivers do not need to 
be up for renewal. K9s United must 
secure 3,000 pre-orders before the 

See K9 Page 4A
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served afterwards.
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AdventHealth gives to Loaves & Fishes

AdventHealth Apopka executives presented Loaves & Fishes with a $25,000 donation. From AdventHealth 
Apopka are Parker Pridgen, CEO (r) and Dannie Holler-Hubp, senior manager community engagement 
(second from r) with Loaves & Fishes staff and volunteers. AdventHealth Apopka has been a longtime sup-
porter of the Christian ministry that helps approximately 300 qualified families/individuals each week, 
which amounts to over 24,600 items distributed each month.  



limit the parental pressure. 
There is a lot of pressure al-
ready with these tests, and a 
lot of importance is placed 
on them at school. It’s best 
just to be sure kids are get-
ting enough sleep and eat-
ing a good breakfast before 
the test.

This next quarter will 
also be a time of celebra-
tions. Our seniors are fin-

ishing up the end of a long 
journey, and graduations 
will be here before we 
know it. Remember: Apop-
ka High graduation will be 
on Tuesday, May 28 , at 2 
p.m. at the Kia Center in 
Downtown Orlando, and 
Wekiva will be on Thurs-
day, May 30, at 2 p.m. at 
the Addition Financial Are-
na at UCF.

Speaking of celebrat-
ing, I’d like to congratulate 

our own Piedmont Lakes 
girls basketball team for 
winning the district cham-
pionship earlier this month! 
They are now the 2024 UN-
DEFEATED OCPS District 
Champions! What a great 
season this team had and 
I’d like to personally thank 
Coach Bernadine West 
for her dedication to these 
young girls. 

We are so proud of you 
all!
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Byrd: Parents need to offer support

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Pe-
riodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act 
of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is 
published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 
North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning communi-
ty weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office407-703-1701
City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111
Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint 407-836-4357
Utilities 407-836-5515
All other departments 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment 407-317-3233
Bus routes 407-317-3800
Superintendent 407-317-3200
School Board407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707

Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

and healthy environment. 
Residents are urged to ad-
here to specific guidelines 
when disposing of house-
hold trash. Securely bag-
ging garbage and placing it 
in designated bins or con-
tainers is essential to pre-
vent littering and minimize 
the risk of attracting pests. 
Moreover, residents should 
be mindful of collection 
days to ensure timely pick-
up. I believe that these 
guidelines contribute to the 
overall cleanliness and san-
itation of Orange County 
communities.

Did you know that re-
cycling is required by Or-
ange County Code? To re-
duce the amount of garbage 
in the recycling stream, 
the Orange County Utili-
ties Solid Waste Divi-
sion encourages residents 
to “Think 5” by focusing 

on the top five recyclable 
items—plastic, metal, and 
glass containers, as well as 
cardboard and paper.

For the safe disposal of 
hazardous materials, Or-
ange County offers desig-
nated facilities where resi-
dents can responsibly dis-
pose of items such as paint, 
pesticides, batteries, and 
electronics. 

Improper disposal 
of hazardous waste pos-
es significant risks to pub-
lic health and the environ-
ment, making it essen-
tial for residents to utilize 
these specialized facilities. 
By taking proactive mea-
sures to dispose of hazard-
ous materials responsibly, 
you can contribute to the 
protection of our commu-
nity and the preservation of 
natural resources for future 
generations. For more in-
formation regarding Haz-
ardous Waste disposal, and 

the list of Household Haz-
ardous Waste Drop-off Lo-
cations, please call (407) 
836-6601, or visit the Solid 
Waste Webpage at https://
www.orangecountyfl.net/
WaterGarbageRecycling/
GreenClean.aspx.

Orange County’s com-
prehensive waste manage-
ment initiatives underscore 
its commitment to promot-
ing cleanliness, sustain-
ability, and environmental 
stewardship. Through ef-
fective yard waste collec-
tion, trash disposal, recy-
cling programs, and haz-
ardous waste disposal facil-
ities, residents can actively 
participate in maintaining a 
clean and healthy environ-
ment for all. By following 
established guidelines and 
utilizing available resourc-
es, together we can demon-
strate dedication to creating 
a more sustainable future 
for generations to come.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Dispose of waste properly

workers to fill slots at our polling places. 
No experience is necessary, and they will 
train you for what you choose. Being a Poll 
Deputy is the only position that requires a 
background check. 

Do you remember the WWII poster 
with the picture of Uncle Sam pointing his 
finger and the statement “Uncle Sam wants 
YOU!”? Here it is again, “Orange County 
wants YOU!” I have met so many people 
while standing duty at the polling place, 
that brag about being an American, and 
their opportunity to vote. 

Now you see why my expectations 
are that the United States of America will 
come out of the doldrums with her head 

held high and a chokehold on the ism’s that 
are so prevalent today. 

I am asking for you to take a part as a 
staunch, public servant serving in the elec-
toral processes as a believer in our beloved 
Constitutional Republic, the United States 
of America. You will be amazed at the exu-
berance and excitement of those that come 
to the polling place to vote. You will feel 
the unity with those patriots of all differ-
ent races who choose to do all they can to 
make sure their voices are heard in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Are you ready to serve? Call the Elec-
tion Office at 407-836-2070. Training for 
all positions is available and free. 

The reimbursement for your time is 
not bad, either!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: You, too, can be involved

Continued from page 2A
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MIAMI BEACH, Fla.—
(March 20, 2024)

Today, Governor Ron 
DeSantis signed HB 1365 
to keep Florida’s streets 
safe. This legislation re-
quires counties to ensure 
that homeless individuals 
receive the mental health 
and drug addiction servic-
es they need while residing 
in a designated location off 
our public streets, prioritiz-
ing public safety.  
 “Florida will not allow 
homeless encampments to 
intrude on its citizens or 
undermine their quality of 
life like we see in states like 
New York and California,” 
said Governor Ron DeSan-
tis. “The legislation I signed 
today upholds our commit-
ment to law and order while 
also ensuring homeless in-
dividuals have the resourc-
es they need to get back on 
their feet.”

“With a challenge as 
complex as chronic home-
lessness, it is all too easy to 
fall into the trap of comfort-
able inaction,” said Rep-
resentative Sam Garrison. 
“In Florida, we will learn 
from the mistakes of cities 
like San Francisco, Den-

ver, Los Angeles, and more 
which are paying the price 
for their unwillingness to 
act. This bill will not elimi-
nate homelessness. But it is 
a start. And it states clear-
ly that in Florida, our pub-
lic spaces are worth fight-
ing for. The status quo is 
not an option. In Florida we 
choose to act. It is simply 
the right thing to do.”

“Floridians have been 
working endlessly to ad-
dress many of the issues 
associated with homeless-
ness,” said Senator Jona-
than Martin. “Many groups 
from government agencies 
to non-profits have seen 
their employees and valu-
able resources spread thin 
while helping our homeless 
neighbors. This bill allows 
us to take a major step for-
ward by providing a frame-
work for these groups to 
more efficiently, safely, 
meaningfully, and effec-
tively serve our neighbors. 
Further, it returns our parks, 
sidewalks, and public spac-
es to their intended uses for 
all to enjoy.”

Under  HB 1365: 
Homeless individuals are 
prohibited from camping 
on city streets, sidewalks, 

and parks—and instead 
placed in temporary shel-
ters monitored by law en-
forcement agencies.

*The state of Florida 
has the enforcement tools 
needed to ensure local gov-
ernments comply.

*Homeless shelters 
will require occupants to 
not use drugs.

*These shelters will 
also include substance 
abuse and mental health 
treatments. 

HB 1365 also provides 
alternatives for when home-
less shelters have reached 
max capacity.

It directs the Depart-
ment of Children and Fami-
lies to authorize temporary 
campsites that do the fol-
lowing: 

*Maintain sanitation, 
including access to clean 
and operable  restrooms and 
running water.

*Provide access to sub-
stance abuse and mental 
health treatment resources 
through coordination with 
the regional managing en-
tity.

*Prohibit illegal sub-
stance use and alcohol use 
on the property and enforce 
this prohibition.

HB 1365 ensures homeless issues

deadline to initiate production. In-
terested drivers are invited to honor 
and support these four-legged he-
roes by securing their plates today.
About K9s United

K9s United is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit committed to supporting law 

enforcement officers and their K9 
partners who protect and serve our 
communities by giving them the 
best equipment and training dur-
ing their service, and memorializ-
ing those who give the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

For more information, or to do-
nate, visit www.k9sunited.org.

Continued from page 2A

K9: Support is encouraged, needed
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798
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In Print. Online. On the Go.
Your Local News. Your Way!

Call or Subscribe Online!
Get Your E-edition

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com

www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffi c 
Church News
Classifi eds
and so much more

Staying connected is 
now easier than ever… 
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Complete Local News Coverage
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Staying connected is 
now easier than ever… 

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”
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Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507
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Valued Friends, 
Employees, and Family 
of Countless Patrons of 

Argos Family Diner
It’s with humble grati-

tude and a heavy heart 
that we are announcing 
the closing of Argos Fam-
ily Diner. This has been 
a difficult and emotional 
decision, and sad to have to 
say goodbye after 20 great 
years. As much as we’ve 
loved serving you and see-
ing you walk through our 
doors over the years, this 
has been the most grueling 
decision that’s now out of 
our control.

We’ve seen countless 
families with newborn ba-
bies come in and we’ve had 
the pleasure watching them 
grown into young adults. 
We give immeasurable 

thanks to everyone who 
has dined with us, whether 
you’ve been dining with us 
for years or just found us.

A special thank you to 
our amazing team of staff 
through the years, and all 
the local support from the 
schools around the area, 
Lake Brantley High School, 
Bear Lake Elementary, and 
Teague Middle School. 

We’re truly humbled 
and honored to have served 
you and encourage you to 
visit our other location. 

Christos Café
1815 Edgewater Dr.
Orlando, FL

A Farewell message from 
Argos Family Diner

 We’ll be closing our doors on Sunday, April 14th.

3346 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka 
407-788-1888

Fri., March 22, 2024 thru 
Sun., March 24, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

VALUE DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SATURDAY MORNING KID FLICKS
SELECT MOVIES $2

* FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY

GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN 
EMPIRE (PG-13) 11:50A; 12:50; 
3:00; 4:00; 6:00; 7:00; 9:00; 10:00
KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG) 12:00; 
1:00; 2:20; 3:30; 4:40; 7:10; 9:30
DUNE: PART TWO (PG-13) 
12:10; 3:50; 6:10; 7:30; 9:40
ARTHUR THE KING (PG-13) 
1:10; 4:10; 6:50; 9:50
BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (PG-
13) 1:20*; 4:20; 7:20; 10:10
IMAGINARY (PG-13) 1:30*; 
2:00**; 4:30; 7:40; 10:20
KID: HARRY POTTER AND THE 
SORCER'S STONE (PG) 11:30A**
KID: SHREK(PG) 11:40A**

Regal Forever Favorites! 
$5 select movies at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

1st matinee on Thursdays! 

Do you need  
to receive or 
send a FAX?

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.

If so, you can 
use our fax: 

407-889-4121
There is a small fee for 

this service.

Apopka Office Supply

400 N. 
Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

nual gathering of munici-
pal, county, and state lead-
ers as well as businesses, 
churches, non-profits, and 
individuals of the Apopka 
area community to unite on 
the common values of faith 

and prayer. 
For more information 

about the event itself, table 
registrations, and/or single 
ticket sales, visit acmaon-
line.org or call the ACMA 
administrator Pastor Joe 
Bankson at 407-462-7742. 

Continued from page 1A

Breakfast: Event aims 
to unite on faith, prayer

8,000 pounds and each can 
hold up to 84 urns, accord-
ing to Donnie Rowland, 
city parks superintendent. 
Two other slabs were laid 
down at the same location 
for future columbariums. 

In August 2022, the 

Apopka City Council vot-
ed to allocate and reallo-
cate a sum of $618,346.47 
in coronavirus relief funds 
for the city cemetery’s rec-
ommended improvements, 
including a new columbari-
um, new roads, milling and 
resurfacing, a parking lot 
repaving, and fencing.

Cemetery: Over $600K was 
approved for improvements
Continued from page 1A

The seventh annual 
FOLA 40 bike ride will take 
place on Sunday, March 24, 
starting at 8:30 a.m. at Lake 
Apopka. Participants can 
choose from 8, 16, 32, or 
40-mile rides. 

The 40-mile ride will 
begin in downtown histor-
ic Winter Garden at the city 
pavilion, 104 S. Lakeview 
Ave., Winter Garden. This 
includes six miles of road 
riding as well as 17.5 miles 
of non-paved, gravel trails.  

All other distances will 
start at Magnolia Park, 2929 
S. Binion Road, Apopka, 
and are on non-paved, grav-
el trails. 

A hybrid, mountain 
or cyclocross-style bike is 
strongly recommended for 
all distances. 

All ride distances start 
at 8:30 a.m. Rest stops are 
located approximately ev-
ery eight miles. 

Proceeds benefit 
Friends of Lake Apopka 
(FOLA), a 501(c)3 dedicat-
ed to continuing the restora-
tion of Lake Apopka, Flori-

FOLA 40 bike ride 
tours around Lake 
Apopka on March 24

da’s fourth largest lake. 
For more informa-

tion and to register for the 
FOLA 40, visit www.bik-
ereg.com/63748



7601 Edgewater Drive Orlando, FL 32810

Easter Sunday Activities 
Sunrise Service - 7:30 a.m.

Family Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

LOCKHART BAPTIST CHURCH
"Where the Community meets

and Christ meets the community."

Come Celebrate
Easter With Us 

All our services are online
You can find us on 

Youtube and Facebook 
as Lockhart Church
10:45 AM Sunday

6:00 PM Wednesday
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Easter Sunday Activities 
Sunrise Service - 7:30 a.m.

Family Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.

LOCKHART BAPTIST CHURCH
"Where the Community meets

and Christ meets the community."

All our services are online
You can find us on 

Youtube and Facebook
as Lockhart Church
10:45 AM Sunday

6:00 PM Wednesday

For more information, please call 407-295-1133 
or visit www.lockhartchurch.net

Come Celebrate
Easter With Us 

For more information, please call 407-295-1133 
or visit www.lockhartchurch.net
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The Meaning of Easter

The Meaning of Easter

& Easter Celebrations

& Easter Celebrations
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Apopka Offi  ce Supply Apopka Offi  ce Supply

407-889-4455 407-889-4455
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Grace to you and peace from 
God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself 
for our sins, that He might 
deliver us from this present evil 
age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen

– Galatians 1:3-5

Grace to you and peace from 
God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself 
for our sins, that He might 
deliver us from this present evil 
age, according to the will of our 
God and Father, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen

– Galatians 1:3-5

HappyEaster HappyEaster
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Come Join Us for

Celebrate Easter
this Sunday,
March 31st

Nursery • Kids Church
Contemporary Worship

10 AM

Pastor Pat 
& Sheila McGuffi n

Clarcona/Apopka
5623 Gilliam Road • Orlando, FL 32818

(Corner of Clarcona-Ocoee & Gilliam Road.
8 minutes south of Apopka City Hall)

Freedom-Fellowship.com
407.299.6311 offi ce@Freedom-fellowship.com

Easter Service!
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Easter Service!

407.299.6311 offi ce@Freedom-fellowship.com

9913 Bear Lake Rd, Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com • 321-228-4599

COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Easter Service
Includes Mini Concert by

Charles Haugabrooks
Saturday, March 30, 11:30

Livestream: tinyurl.com/4ak7933j
9913 Bear Lake Rd, Apopka, FL

graceworxcc@gmail.com • 321-228-4599

COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Livestream: tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

Easter Service
Includes Mini Concert by

Charles Haugabrooks
Saturday, March 30, 11:30
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serving others...sharing Jesus

who rules like the one who 
serves. For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table 
or the one who serves? Is 
it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you 
as one who serves. You are 
those who have stood by 
me in my trials. And I con-
fer on you a kingdom, just 
as my Father conferred 
one on me, so that you 
may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and 
sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.
 “Simon, Simon, Satan 
has asked to sift you as 
wheat. But I have prayed 
for you, Simon, that your 
faith may not fail. And 
when you have turned 
back, strengthen your 
brothers.”
 But he replied, “Lord, 
I am ready to go with you 
to prison and to death.”
 Jesus answered, “I 
tell you, Peter, before the 
rooster crows today, you 
will deny three times that 
you know me.”
 Then Jesus asked 
them, “When I sent you 
without purse, bag or san-
dals, did you lack any-
thing?”
 “Nothing,” they an-
swered. 
 He said to them, “But 
now if you have a purse, 
take it, and also a bag; and 
if you don’t have a sword, 
sell your cloak and buy 
one. It is written: ‘And he 
was numbered with the 
transgressors’; and I tell 
you that this must be ful-
filled in me. Yes, what is 
written about me is reach-
ing its fulfillment.”
 The disciples said, 
“See, Lord, here are two 
swords.”
 “That is enough,”  he 
replied.

Jesus Prays on the Mount 
of Olives
 Jesus went out as 
usual to the Mount of Ol-
ives, and his disciples fol-
lowed him. On reaching 
the place, he said to them, 
“Pray that you will not 
fall into temptation.” He 

withdrew about a stone’s 
throw beyond them, knelt 
down and prayed, “Fa-
ther, if you are willing, 
take this cup from me; 
yet not my will, but yours 
be done.” An angel from 
heaven appeared to him 
and strengthened him. 
And being in anguish, 
he prayed more earnest-
ly, and his sweat was like 
drops of blood falling to 
the ground. 
 When he rose from 
prayer and went back to 
the disciples, he found 
them asleep, exhausted 
from sorrow. “Why are 
you sleeping?” he asked 
them. “Get up and pray so 
that you will not fall into 
temptation.”

Jesus Arrested
 While he was still 
speaking a crowd came 
up, and the man who 
was called Judas, one of 
the Twelve, was leading 
them. He approached Je-
sus to kiss him, but Jesus 
asked him, “Judas, are 
you betraying the Son of 
Man with a kiss?”
 When Jesus’ follow-
ers saw what was going to 
happen, they said, “Lord, 
should we strike with 
our swords?” And one of 
them struck the servant of 
the high priest, cutting off 
his right ear.
 But Jesus answered, 
“No more of this!” And he 
touched the man’s ear and 
healed him.
 Then Jesus said to the 
chief priests, the officers 
of the temple guard, and 
the elders, who had come 
for him, “Am I leading a 
rebellion, that you have 
come with swords and 
clubs? Every day I was 
with you in the temple 
courts, and you did not 
lay a hand on me. But this 
is your hour when dark-
ness reigns.”  

Peter Disowns Jesus
 Then seizing him, 
they led him away and 
took him into the house of 
the high priest. Peter fol-

lowed at a distance. But 
when they had kindled a 
fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and had sat 
down together, Peter sat 
down with them. A ser-
vant girl saw him seated 
there in the firelight. She 
looked closely at him and 
said, “This man was with 
him.”
 But he denied it. 
“Woman, I don’t know 
him,” he said.
 A little later some-
one else saw him and 
said, “You also are one of 
them.”
 “Man, I am not!” Pe-
ter replied.
 About an hour later 
another asserted, “Cer-
tainly this fellow was with 
him, for he is a Galilean.”
 Peter replied, “Man, 
I don’t know what you’re 
talking about!” Just as he 
was speaking, the rooster 
crowed. The Lord turned 
and looked straight at Pe-
ter. Then Peter remem-
bered the word the Lord 
had spoken to him: “Be-
fore the rooster crows to-
day, you will disown me 
three times.” And he went 
outside and wept bitterly.

The Guards Mock Jesus
 The men who were 
guarding Jesus began 
mocking and beating him. 
They blindfolded him and 
demanded, “Prophesy! 
Who hit you?” And they 
said many other insulting 
things to him.

Jesus Before Pilate and 
Herod
 At daybreak the coun-
cil of the elders of the peo-
ple, both the chief priests 
and teachers of the law, 
met together, and Jesus 
was led before them. “If 
you are the Christ,” they 
said, “tell us.”
 Jesus answered, “If I 
tell you, you will not be-
lieve me, and if I asked 
you, you would not an-
swer. But from now on, 
the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of 
the mighty God.”

 They all asked, “Are 
you then the Son of God?”
 He replied, “You are 
right in saying I am.”
 Then they said, “Why 
do we need any more tes-
timony? We have heard it 
from his own lips.”

Luke Chapter 23 
 Then the whole as-
sembly rose and led him 
off to Pilate. And they be-
gan to accuse him, saying, 
“We have found this man 
subverting our nation. He 
opposes payment of taxes 
to Caesar and claims to be 
Christ, a king.”
 So Pilate asked Jesus, 
“Are you the king of the 
Jews?”
 “Yes, it is as you say,” 
Jesus replied.
 Then Pilate an-
nounced to the chief 
priests and the crowd, “I 
find no basis for a charge 
against this man.”
 But they insisted. “He 
stirs up the people all over 
Judea by his teaching. He 
started in Galilee and has 
come all the way here.”
 On hearing this, Pi-
late asked if the man 
was a Galilean. When he 
learned that Jesus was un-
der Herod’s jurisdiction, 
he sent him to Herod, who 
was also in Jerusalem at 
that time.
 When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was great-
ly pleased, because for 
a long time he had been 
wanting to see him. From 
what he had heard about 
him, he hoped to see him 
perform some miracle. 
He plied him with many 
questions, but Jesus gave 
him no answer. The chief 
priests and the teachers 
of the law were standing 
there, vehemently accus-
ing him. Then Herod and 
his soldiers ridiculed and 
mocked him. Dressing 
him in an elegant robe, 
they sent him back to Pi-
late. That day Herod and 
Pilate became friends be-
fore this they had been en-

Continued on Page 7A

Luke Chapter 22 N.I.V.
Judas Agrees to Betray Je-
sus
 NOW THE Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, called 
the Passover, was ap-
proaching, and the chief 
priests and the teachers of 
the law were looking for 
some way to get rid of Je-
sus, for they were afraid 
of the people. Then Satan 
entered Judas, called Is-
cariot, one of the Twelve. 
And Judas went to the 
chief priests and the offi-
cers of the temple guard 
and discussed with them 
how he might betray Je-
sus. They were delighted 
and agreed to give him 
money. He consented, and 
watched for an opportu-
nity to hand Jesus over to 
them when no crowd was 
present. 

The Last Supper
 Then came the day 
of Unleavened Bread on 
which the Passover lamb 
had to be sacrificed. Jesus 
sent Peter and John, say-
ing, “Go and make prep-
arations for us to eat the 
Passover.”
 “Where do you want 
us to prepare for it?” they 
asked.
 He replied, “As you 
enter the city, a man carry-
ing a jar of water will meet 
you. Follow him to the 
house that he enters, and 
say to the owner of the 
house, ‘The Teacher asks: 
Where is the guest room, 
where I may eat the Pass-
over with my disciples?’ 
He will show you a large 
upper room, all furnished. 
Make preparations there.”
 They left and found 
things just as Jesus had 

told them. So they pre-
pared the Passover.
 When the hour came, 
Jesus and his apostles re-
clined at the table. And he 
said to them, “I have ea-
gerly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before 
I suffer. For I tell you, I 
will not eat it again until 
it finds fulfillment in the 
kingdom of God.”
 After taking the cup, 
he gave thanks and said, 
“Take this and divide it 
among you. For I tell you I 
will not drink again of the 
fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”
 And he took bread, 
gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to them, say-
ing, “This is my body giv-
en for you; do this in re-
membrance of me.”
 In the same way, af-
ter the supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my 
blood, which is poured 
out for you. But the hand 
of him who is going to be-
tray me is with mine on 
the table. The Son of Man 
will go as it has been de-
creed, but woe to that man 
who betrays him.” They 
began to question among 
themselves which of them 
it might be who would do 
this. 
 Also a dispute arose 
among them as to which 
of them was considered 
to be greatest. Jesus said 
to them, “The kings of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who exercise 
authority over them call 
themselves Benefactors. 
But you are not to be like 
that. Instead, the greatest 
among you should be like 
the youngest, and the one 
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emies. 
 Pilate called together 
the chief priests, the rulers 
and the people, and said 
to them, “You brought me 
this man as one who was 
inciting the people to re-
bellion. I have examined 
him in your presence and 
have found no basis for 
your charges against him. 
Neither has Herod, for he 
sent him back to us; as 
you can see, he has done 
nothing to deserve death. 
Therefore, I will pun-
ish him and then release 
him.”
 With one voice they 
cried out, “Away with this 
man! Release Barabbas to 
us!” (Barabbas had been 
thrown into prison for an 
insurrection in the city, 
and for murder.)
 Wanting to release 
Jesus, Pilate appealed to 
them again. But they kept 
shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!”
 For the third time he 
spoke to them: “Why? 
What crime has this man 
committed? I have found 
in him no grounds for the 
death penalty. Therefore 
I will have him punished 
and then release him.”
 But with loud shouts 
they insistently demand-
ed that he be crucified, 
and their shouts pre-
vailed. So Pilate decided 
to grant their demand. He 
released the man who had 
been thrown into prison 
for insurrection and mur-
der, the one they asked 
for, and surrendered Jesus 
to their will.

The Crucifixion
 As they led him away, 
they seized Simon from 
Cyrene, who was on his 
way in from the country, 
and put the cross on him 
and made him carry it be-
hind Jesus. A large num-
ber of people followed 
him, including women 
who mourned and wailed 
for him.  Jesus turned and 
said to them, “Daughters 
of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me; weep for your-
selves and for your chil-
dren. For the time will 
come when you will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren 
women, the wombs that 
never bore and the breasts 
that never nursed!’
 Then “‘they will say 
to the mountains, “Fall 
on us!” and to the hills, 
“Cover us!’” For if men do 
these things when the tree 

is green, what will happen 
when it is dry?”
 Two other men, both 
criminals, were also led 
out with him to be exe-
cuted. When they came to 
the place called the Skull, 
there they crucified him, 
along with the criminals; 
one on his right, the oth-
er on his left. Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what 
they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by 
casting lots.
 The people stood 
watching, and the rulers 
even sneered at him. They 
said, “He saved others; 
let him save himself if he 
is the Christ of God, the 
Chosen One.”
 The soldiers also 
came up and mocked him. 
They offered him wine 
vinegar and said, “If you 
are the king of Jews, save 
yourself.”
 There was a written 
notice above him, which 
read: THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.
 One of the criminals 
who hung there hurled in-
sults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Christ? Save yourself 
and us!”
 But the other crimi-
nal rebuked him. “Don’t 
you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the 
same sentence? We are 
punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.”
 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.”
 Jesus answered him, 
“I tell you the truth, to-
day you will be with me 
in paradise.”

Jesus’ Death
 It is now about the 
sixth hour, and dark-
ness came over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, 
for the sun stopped shin-
ing. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two. 
Jesus called out with a 
loud voice, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my 
spirit.” When he had said 
this, he breathed his last.
 The centurion, see-
ing what had happened, 
praised God and said, 
“Surely this was a righ-
teous man.” When all the 
people who had gathered 
to witness this sight saw 
what took place, they beat 
their breasts and went 
away. But all those who 
knew him, including the 
women who had followed 

him from Galilee, stood at 
a distance, watching these 
things.

Jesus’ Burial
 Now there was a man 
named Joseph, a member 
of the Council, a good and 
upright man, who had not 
consented to their deci-
sion and action. He came 
from the Judean town of 
Arimathea and he was 
waiting for the kingdom 
of God. Going to Pilate, 
he asked for Jesus’ body. 
Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in linen cloth 
and placed it in a tomb cut 
in the rock, one in which 
no one had yet been laid. It 
was Preparation Day, and 
the Sabbath was about to 
begin.
 The women who had 
come with Jesus from Gal-
ilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his 
body was laid in it. Then 
they went home and pre-
pared spices and per-
fumes. But they rested on 
the Sabbath in obedience 
to the commandment.

Luke Chapter 24
The Resurrection
 On the first day of 
the week, very early in 
the morning, the wom-
en took the spices they 
had prepared and went to 
the tomb. They found the 
stone rolled away from 
the tomb, but when they 
entered, they did not find 
the body of the Lord Jesus. 
While they were wonder-
ing about this, sudden-
ly two men in clothes 
that gleamed like light-
ning stood beside them. 
In their fright the wom-
en bowed down with 
their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, 
“Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? 
He is not here; he has ris-
en! Remember how he 
told you, while he was 
still with you in Galilee: 
‘The Son of Man must be 
delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, be crucified 
and on the third day be 
raised again.’ “ Then they 
remembered his words.
 When they came back 
from the tomb, they told 
all these things to the Elev-
en and to all the others. It 
was Mary Magdalene, Jo-
anna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the others with 
them who told this to the 
apostles. But they did not 
believe the women, be-
cause their words seemed 
to them like nonsense. Pe-

ter, however, got up and 
ran to the tomb. Bending 
over, he saw the strips of 
linen lying by themselves, 
and he went away, won-
dering to himself what 
had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus
 Now that same day 
two of them were going to 
a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. They were 
talking with each other 
about everything that had 
happened. As they talk-
ed and discussed these 
things with each other, Je-
sus himself came up and 
walked along with them; 
but they were kept from 
recognizing him. 
 He asked them, 
“What are you discuss-
ing together as you walk 
along?”
 They stood still, their 
faces downcast. One of 
them, named Cleopas, 
asked him, “Are you only 
a visitor to Jerusalem and 
do not know the things 
that have happened there 
in these days?”
 “What things?” he 
asked.
 “About Jesus of Naz-
areth,” they replied. “He 
was a prophet, powerful 
in word and deed before 
God and all the people. 
The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to 
be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him; but we 
had hoped that he was the 
one who was going to re-
deem Israel. And what is 
more, it is the third day 
since all this took place.  
In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They 
went to the tomb early 
this morning but didn’t 
find his body. They came 
and told us that they had 
seen a vision of angels, 
who said he was alive. 
Then some of our com-
panions went to the tomb 
and found it just as the 
woman had said, but him 
they did not see.”
 He said to them, 
“How foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to be-
lieve all that the prophets 
have spoken! Did not the 
Christ have to suffer these 
things and then enter his 
glory?” And beginning 
with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all 
the Scriptures concerning 
himself.
 As they approached 
the village to which they 
were going, Jesus acted as 

Continued from Page 6A he were going farther. But 
they urged him strong-
ly, “Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went 
in to stay with them.
 When he was at the 
table with them, he took 
bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it 
to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they rec-
ognized him, and he dis-
appeared from their sight. 
They asked each other, 
“Were not our hearts burn-
ing within us while he 
talked with us on the road 
and opened the Scriptures 
to us?”
 They got up and re-
turned at once to Jeru-
salem. There they found 
the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together 
and saying, “It is true! The 
Lord has risen and has ap-
peared to Simon.” Then 
the two told what had 
happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognized 
by them when he broke 
the bread.

Jesus Appears to the Dis-
ciples 
 While they were still 
talking about this, Je-
sus himself stood among 
them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”
 They were startled 
and frightened, think-
ing they saw a ghost. He 
said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do 
doubts rise in your minds? 
Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch 
me and see; a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones, 
as you see I have.”
 When he had said 

this, he showed them his 
hands and feet. And while 
they still did not believe it 
because of joy and amaze-
ment, he asked them, “Do 
you have anything here 
to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and 
he took it and ate it in their 
presence.
 He said to them, “This 
is what I told you while I 
was still with you: Every-
thing must be fulfilled that 
is written about me in the 
Law of Moses, the Proph-
ets and the Psalms.”
 Then he opened their 
minds so they could un-
derstand the Scriptures. 
He told them, “This is 
what is written: The Christ 
will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, 
and repentance and for-
giveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem. “You are witnesses 
of these things. I am go-
ing to send you what my 
Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with 
power from on high.”

The Ascension
 When he had led 
them out to the vicinity of 
Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 
 While he was bless-
ing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. 
Then they worshiped him 
and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy. And they 
stayed continually at the 
temple, praising God.

Luke 22, 23 and 24
New International 
Version
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

The public is in-
vited to come hear 
world-renowned, local-
ly based, singer and re-
cording artist Charles 
Haugabrooks pres-
ent a 30-minute Eas-
ter-themed mini concert 
as part of the worship 
service at  Graceworx 
Community Church on 
Saturday, March 30, at 
11:30 AM. 

Graceworx  wi l l 
be joining Christians 
around the world as, 
throughout Holy Week, 
congregations celebrate 
the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

While not all Chris-
tians celebrate Easter at 
exactly the same time, 
or in exactly the same 
way, this spiritual festival 
is a high point—if not the 
highest point—in the li-
turgical calendars of 
nearly all segments of 
Christianity. 

Spir itual leaders 
at times lament that 
many Christians turn 
up at church for Christ-
mas and  Easter  Only. 
Thus some have light-
heartedly dubbed these 
twice-yearly attenders 
as “CEOs.” 

Almost all congre-
gational leaders en-
courage everyone in 
their flock to come to-
gether for worship more 
than just two times a 
year. But if—for what-
ever reason—those are 
the only two times when 
many are willing or able 
to involve themselves 
in corporate worship, 
what better times could 
they possibly choose?

Graceworx is a non-denominational congregation that conducts its worship 
services each Saturday morning at 11:30 AM at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, 9913 Bear Lake Road, Apopka, FL 32703.  An Adult Bible Study meets in 
the church’s boardroom at 10:00 AM. For more information about Graceworx, 
phone 321-228-4599 or email graceworxcc@gmail.com.

Graceworx Community Church to Host Mini 
Concert as Part of Its Easter Celebration

Christmas provides 
the “opening page” of 
the story of God be-
coming human and liv-
ing among us so we can 
know what God is truly 
like, and so we can ex-
perience the reconcili-
ation God wants with 
each of us. 

Easter is the “con-
cluding page” of that 
story. It’s the celebration 
of victory—of darkness 
turned to light, of de-
spair turned to hope, of 
death giving way to life 
once again, of the gates 
of heaven being thrown 
open to those who have 
felt trapped and alienat-
ed.

Graceworx Com-
munity Church  en-
courages all Christians 
to take full advantage of 
the many worship op-
portunities, the music, 
the prayers, the scrip-
ture readings, and the 
dramatic portrayals that 

characterize the cele-
brations leading up to 
and including Easter. 

For those who don’t 
have any religious af-
filiation, Easter pro-
vides a great oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about what your Chris-
tian neighbors believe 
and to catch a glimpse 
of Christians involved in 
some of their most mov-
ing spiritual celebra-
tions. Be assured, you 
will be welcome at what-
ever church you might 
choose to visit.

If you would like to 
visit a congregation, 
but don’t have one in 
mind,  Graceworx  ex-
tends a special invitation 
for you to join us on Sat-
urday morning, March 
30.  Graceworx  meets 
in the sanctuary of 
St.  Andrews Presbyte-
rian Church, 9913 Bear 
Lake Road, Apopka, 
FL 32714, every Satur-

day morning for an hour-
long service beginning 
at 11:30 AM. 

Our service on Sat-
urday, March 30, will 
feature a brief Eas-
ter sermon by Pastor 
Jim Coffin, the reading 
of scriptures about the 
story of Christ’s death, 
burial and resurrection; 
congregational singing 
of a couple of Christi-
anity’s most cherished 
resurrection hymns; and 
a mini Easter-themed 
concert by much-loved 
vocalist Charles Hauga-
brooks. 

Haugabrooks has 
performed throughout 
the United States and 
Canada, Central Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, Eu-
rope, Papua New Guin-
ea, the Philippines, In-
donesia, and East, 
West, and South Africa.
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
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 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 

 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 

 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
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By Andrew Powell
The Center Square 

An audit of the Florida 
Department of Military Af-
fairs has uncovered several 
instances where proper cy-
bersecurity protocols were 
not followed.

According to the re-
port issued by the Flori-
da Auditor General, state 
law requires that each 
state agency head desig-
nate an information secu-
rity manager to administer 
the agency’s cybersecurity 
program.

These security manag-

ers must report directly to 
the agency head to ensure 
appropriate separation of 
beauties between informa-
tion technology operations 
and the assessment and 
oversight of cybersecurity 
program controls.

It was previously 
found in an earlier audit, 
that the Department of Mil-
itary Affairs did not desig-
nate a security manager to 
the Department of Man-
agement Services. Further-
more, the department’s se-
curity manager failed “to 
report directly to the Ad-
jutant General for informa-

tion security duty purpos-
es.”

It was found that the 
department had designated 
the Chief Information Of-
ficer, who was responsible 
for the department’s daily 
IT operations, as the securi-
ty manager. Because of this 
role, auditors found that it 
was not an appropriate sep-
aration of duties between 
operations and oversight of 
cybersecurity program con-
trols.

According to the re-
port, in response to the au-
ditor general’s inquiry of 
this matter, department 

management indicated that 
they believed that the Chief 
Information Officer serv-
ing as the security manag-
er, was appropriate.

State law further re-
quires that the department 
maintain public records, 
which specifies that elec-
tronic communications, in-
cluding text messages, are 
retained for a period of at 
least three fiscal years or 
until they become obsolete.

The audit found that 
the department had not es-
tablished procedures for ar-
chiving text messages sent 
or received by department-

owned mobile devices as of 
March 2023, after a previ-
ous audit had uncovered 
similar findings.

Additionally, issues 
around the department’s 
public deposits raised con-
cerns when the department 
could not produce seven of 
the 67 Public Deposit Iden-
tification and Acknowl-
edgement forms requested 
for audit.

Of the 60 forms sub-
mitted for audit, four in-
cluded account numbers 
that did not match depart-
ment records; 15 were 
signed by a qualified pub-

lic depository — a state 
law requirement — after 
the audit request, while 16 
were not signed by the de-
partment.

The auditor general 
recommended that the de-
partment implement better 
control policies and pro-
cedures, including on pur-
chasing cards, which had 
some not turned in once 
employment had ceased. It 
was further recommended 
that department manage-
ment enhance policies and 
procedures to remove, sani-
tize or destroy hard drives 
prior to disposal. 

Audit finds state military affairs dept. had cybersecurity, IT issues
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
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 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

        

(See message above.)     I recently saw a social 
media post which cau-
tioned against trying to 
convince others of the er-
rors in their thinking. It 
said to let people believe 
what they want to believe, 
even when we know it’s 
untrue.  
     The world is full of 
people spouting all man-
ner of lies, and plenty of 
people are ready to believe 
them. 
     There is a story from 
the Quran (Surah 80) 
which relates that the 
prophet Muhammad was 
rebuked for disregarding 
a poor old blind man who 
was seeking his advice be-
cause he (Muhammad) 
was focused on persuad-
ing the leaders of a group 
of idolaters, who were in-
different to his message. 
     Muhammad took the 
rebuke to heart and the 
blind man (Ibn Umm 

Maktum) became one of 
his trusted followers. 
     There are two lessons 
here. First, people believe 
what they want to believe, 
and sometimes it’s be-
cause our emotions guide 
our thinking more than 
our intellects do. If some-
one is set on believing x 
because x makes them feel 
superior, or justifies their 
anger or indignation, it’s 
futile trying to convince 
them. 
     Secondly, as a matter 
of tending to our flocks, 
that is, to those entrusted 
to our care, we shouldn’t 
neglect those who genu-
inely want our counsel 
and advice. 
     Sometimes it’s best to 
let the one wayward sheep 
go its own way and focus 
on keeping the 99 safe and 
sound. 

      – Christopher Simon 03/22/24

Let people believe what 
they want to believe

“Be shepherds of God’s flock 
that is under your care, 
watching over them—not 
because you must, but 
because you are willing, as 
God wants you to be; not 
pursuing dishonest gain, 
but eager to serve.”
1 Peter 5:2 NIV

Let people believe what 
they want to believe
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VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

TROY “DOUG” BRONSON, 67, left us too soon on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2024. A resident of Haines City, he was born in Orlando in 
1956 to parents Troy “Stuart” Bronson and Ina “Ruth” Murphy Bronson. 
Survivors: wife, Kathrine Bronson; father, Troy “Stuart” Bronson; sister, 
Margaret Marie (David) Coressel; sister-in-law, Patricia Bronson; chil-
dren, Margaret Michelle Bronson (John) Sewell, Kara Lynn (Jeffrey) 
Hurst, Brittany Declue Bronson; Stepchildren: Josh Randel Fillyawl, step 
daughter-in-law, Stacey Fillyaw, Tommy (Judy) Addison, David (Beth) 
Addison, 14 grandchildren, and lifelong friend Kevin Cutts. He had a 
larger-than-life personality and influenced many lives.

...

Obituaries JONATHON PAUL CONCANNON, 25, of Apopka, passed away 
on March 18, 2024. Mr. Concannon was born on November 4, 1998 in 
Ocoee. He is survived by his mother Dawn Concannnon and his father 
Dean Concannon; grandma Malinda; siblings Deanna, Cody, Drew and 
Marissa; as well as a village of aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and neph-
ews. He will be dearly missed by his many loved ones and friends.

...
KAVANAGH, MARILYN A. ANDERSON, 85, of Apopka, formerly 

of Lake Ronkonkoma, NY, died Friday, March 15, 2024. She was born 
in Pleasant Valley, NY, on July 22,1938. She is predeceased by spouse 
Richard J. Kavanagh. Survived by: brother, Richard; sister, Darline; chil-
dren, David, Kenny, Deb, and her other daughter, Holly; 7 grandchildren; 
3 grandchildren; dear friend, Debbie; and dog Benny. She was a won-
derful friend to many and a beloved grandmother to many more.

...

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our 

designed Obituaries and Memorials or visit 
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries



Office and are unofficial.
The Oath of Office 

Ceremony for the commis-
sioners-elect will take place 
on Tuesday, April 30, at 
noon in the council cham-
bers of Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main St., Apopka. 

What the candidates say
Nadia Anderson, emailed 
statement

“I am immensely 
grateful and humbled by 
the trust and support the 
Apopka community has 
placed in me with their 
vote,” Anderson said in 
a statement. “This victo-

ry belongs to all who gave 
of their time and resources 
who simply desire positive 
change. My pledge is to 
wake up every day with the 
sole goal of making Apop-
ka an even better place to 
live, work and raise a fam-
ily. My heartfelt thanks go 
out to the entire community 
for their support, and I am 
profoundly aware that this 
achievement would have 
been impossible without 
the guidance and grace of 
God.”

Nick Nesta, Facebook cam-
paign page post

“We did it! Thank you 
to the citizens of Apopka 

who have continued to sup-
port our efforts through the 
voting process. Thank you 
to the donors, endorsers, 
and volunteers for making 
this campaign season an-
other huge success. As al-
ways, my biggest grati-
tude goes to my wife, Lau-
ren Nesta, for her unwav-
ering support and encour-
agement, all while holding 
down our fort and making 
a beautiful life for our lit-
tle girls. I am so excited 
to continue to do the nec-
essary work for this great 
city. I believe my respon-
sibility is to represent the 
wants and needs of Apop-
ka’s citizens – to be their 

voice, to ask the tough 
questions, and to find so-
lutions. My track record in 
Seat 4 has embodied these 
efforts and I pledge to con-
tinue to do so in this next 
term. From the bottom of 
my heart, thank you, Apop-
ka! I can’t wait to see what 
we can accomplish next!”

Darryl Richardson, 
emailed statement

“Today the city of 
Apopka should be satis-
fied with their choices for 
representation for the com-
missioner seats. The city 
has elected who they feel is 
best suited for those seats. 
As a country, we should ac-
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Ford Cour tesy Transpor tation Vehicle (retired ser vice loaner). 
See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.  Offer ends 4/2/2024. 

  Save
$8,750 to
$12,000
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+

for 72 MOS.
  1.9% APR
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YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON SCOTT!

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center • www.countonscott.com

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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• LIFE
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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Continued from page 1A

Election: Oath of Office is April 30 at noon at City Hall
cept the results of a prop-
erly run election and move 
on. Emotional ties to elec-
tions should never be the 
reason there is such a di-
vide. We can hope that the 
elected officials represent 
the city and not some self-
serving needs that bene-
fits them outside of being 
a resident as well. Elected 
officials need to remem-
ber “Who” elected them, 
and “Why” they were elect-
ed. Too many elected of-
ficials seem to forget this 
as their tenure moves for-
ward. I did contact Nadia 
and congratulate her, I also 
went to her election party 
and personally congratulat-
ed all involved in her cam-
paign. Let’s move forward, 
the City of Apopka needs to 
remember the past, but al-
ways be looking to the fu-
ture. As for my political 
ambitions, that ended on 
election day. I put forth a 
message of unity, team-
work, and moving the nee-
dle forward, the city voted 
for a different message. I 
wish the best for the city, I 

am not too hard to find, as 
everyone knows by now. 
Good Luck Apopka!”

Eric Mock, emailed state-
ment

“I extend my warmest 
congratulations to Council-
man Nesta on his victory 
in Seat 4. I look forward to 
working together in our re-
spective roles.

“I express my grati-
tude to each and every sup-
porter who voted, donat-
ed, and volunteered for my 
campaign. Despite the out-
come not being what we 
had hoped for, I am confi-
dent that we gave it our best 
shot and I am proud of how 
we ran our campaign.

“Today marks a new 
beginning. There is still 
much work to be done. I 
will be removing campaign 
signs and invite those with 
yard signs to return them to 
Haubner Realty offices for 
proper recycling.

“Let’s move forward 
together and create the 
Apopka we all want.”

VFW Auxiliary Yard Sale 
is set for April 21 and 22

The Apopka Auxiliary supports Apopka VFW Post 
10147 as well as veterans by using the proceeds from the 
annual yard sale, and also poppies that are distributed and 
sold throughout the city on three different occasions at 
locations to include Winn Dixie, Publix and even Sprouts.

The yard sale is set for Sat., April 21 from 8 a.m.-3 
p.m., and Sun., April 22, from noon-3 p.m., at 519 S. Cen-
tral Ave. Items are sold at 50 percent discount on Sunday.

In addition to support given to VFW Post 10147 and 
veterans, other projects contributed to include VFW Na-
tional Family Home, Paws for Patriots (from Lakeland), 
a special project supporting the much-needed medicines 
to treat veteran PTSD, and a new project that has medical 
professonals having great results treating veterans with 
an injection that reduces their suicide rate.

There are multiple educational and youth programs 
that include scholarships such as a Patriots Pen, Voice of 
Democracy and art contests for students for which the 
winners receive a certifi cate and cash prize.

Donations are welcome. For additional information, 
contact Alice Boria,  Auxiliary President, 407-951-9048.
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 Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder wants to ensure 
that every patient has a 
positive experience dur-
ing every visit. Their of-
fi ce is bright, clean, and 
relaxing. There is no 
need for stress because 
their staff will take the ut-
most care with you and 
your family.

They service Apop-
ka, FL, as well as the 
surrounding areas, and 
have a reputation for 
quality dental work. Dr. 
Schroeder is commit-
ted to repairing and en-
hancing your smile by 
utilizing state-of-the-art 
techniques with long 
lasting results. Her and 
her staff’s mission is to 
ensure that all of their 
patients are comfortable 
while they work on their 
great smile!

Regular dental vis-
its are for keeping your 
teeth and gums in good 
shape. Besides brush-
ing and fl ossing, a bian-
nual checkup might be 
the best thing you can 
do for your oral health. 
But, what you might not 
know is that there’s a 
strong relationship be-
tween your oral health 
and your overall health.

Bacteria from un-
treated gum disease 
can actually spread in-
fection to other parts of 
your body. Also, some 
non-dental conditions 
have symptoms that ap-
pear in the mouth. Den-
tal examinations can re-
veal signs of vitamin de-
fi ciencies, osteoporosis, 
or more serious condi-

tions such as diabetes 
or oral cancer.

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder’s dental practice 
offers you a compre-
hensive approach to 
your entire dental care 
needs. Whether it’s a 
routine check-up or an 
advanced procedure, 
her staff is trained in 
the newest dental tech-
niques, and ensures 
your visit is a comfort-
able one. 

Dr. Schroeder has 
experience in the most 
up-to-date dental tech-
nology and treatments 
and gladly accepts most 
insurance plans. Plus, 
she offers a payment 
plan that allows patients 
without dental insurance 
to afford the best possi-
ble dental care.

Once you meet Dr. 
Katrina Schroeder, 
you can see why she’s 
so popular with her pa-
tients. Her remarkable 
proficiency is perfectly 
complemented by her 
warm personality. Dr. 
Schroeder is a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Florida, and is fully cer-
tifi ed in such innovative 
new treatments as In-
visalign® and cosmetic 
porcelain veneers.

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder is Invisalign® certi-
fi ed. Invisalign® (brace-
less braces) is the latest 
offering for orthodontics. 
This is the ideal solution 
for patients who have 
their permanent teeth. 
The product is virtually 
invisible and removable 
for meals, brushing, and 

fl ossing. Dr. Schroeder 
also offers Zoom! Whit-
ening.  

Dr. Schroeder uses 
the Waterlase MD Laser 
for both hard and soft 
tissues, such as teeth 
and bone. The Water-
lase MD Laser can be 
used to treat cavities, in 
many cases without the 
patient having to receive 
the shots to be numb. 
Most patients only feel 
the cool water spray of 
the laser. 

The Waterlase MD 
Laser can also be used 
for soft tissue proce-
dures, such as reshap-
ing the gum tissue for a 
more aesthetic appear-
ance and periodontal 
procedures. One benefi t 
of utilizing the laser for 
soft tissue procedures is 
minimizing post-opera-
tive discomfort.

The Diagnodent is 

a laser that can detect 
cavities at their very 
smallest size. By us-
ing this technology, Dr. 
Schroeder is able to tar-
get and treat all of your 
small problem areas be-
fore they turn into larg-
er issues that require 
more complicated pro-
cedures.

Dr. Schroeder’s of-
fi ce provides digital im-
aging with minimal radi-
ation and immediate re-
sults. The digital images 
can be seen from every 
patient room and be im-
mediately available to 
the patient.  

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder’s office is locat-
ed at 527 Wekiva Com-
mons Circle in Apopka.  
Schedule your appoint-
ment soon by calling 
407-886-1611.

Advertisement

Dr. Katrina Schroeder knows that prevention pays 
for itself, and even small steps can make visible 
changes to your smile and your well-being.

At Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD’s offi ce, 
your smile is their top priority

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 3/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 3/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 3/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL
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WE ARE NOW 

OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  
OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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Call 407-886-2777 to find 
out about our Business 

Profile program or e-mail
ads@TheApopkaChief.com 

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

BUSINESS PROFILE
Please support our local businesses. They are open, equipped, and ready for business. 

All public/legal 
notices printed in 

The Apopka Chief 
are also loaded 
to our website: 

theapopkachief.com
as well as to 

the state-wide 
Florida Press Association’s 

website:
floridapublicnotices.com

Both Websites 
have searchable 

capabilities.
The Apopka Chief, 
400 N. Park Ave., 
Apopka FL 32712

legals@ theapopkachief.com
407-886-2777

Grow Your Business
With Local Advertising

Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your 
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households in 
our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an advertising 
vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation to work for 
your business with a strategic advertising plan that will help 
build your brand and bring more customers to your door.

To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

& The Planter

ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

Tell them you saw it in The Planter
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Solutions can be found on page 12A of this newspaper.
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Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
A special thanks to all our customers and special Apopka 
guests who supported us for these last 2 years, especially 
over the last two days.  We were overwhelmed with your 
support and literally ran out of food items, some beers, wines, 
and cocktail liquors. We had no idea it would be 3-4 times busier 
than the opening day, but we thank God, and appreciate your 
patience and understanding. We hope to continue to support 
Apopka and vice versa as we have met so many who have 
become like family. For those who missed the Corned Beef and 
Cabbage, we’re doing a “Special Corned Beef Cabbage Day” 
on Fri., March 29th. Please reserve your table and order so we 
can treat you to that Irish Bounty. 

This week - Fri. The Tipsy Sparrows band @ 7pm. 
     Sat. Our 5-piece band “Late for the Station” 
     our Amazing 70-90s band not to miss.

Thurs., April 4th: Stephie’s $10 Wine Tasting with Bruce 
Turner, Wine Representative, and our own wine guy, Colin,
 to talk and give special wine bottle prices.

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka  407-703-8195

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care, 
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 3/31/24.

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation, 
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care, 
Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

OUR SERVICES

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Comprehensive
Eye Health Exams

On-Site Lab

Great Frame
Selection

20% OFF
Glasses

Expires 3/31/24.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.
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Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

In a quitclaim deed in 
October 2018, the St. Johns 
River Water Management 
District transferred the for-
mer Hickerson Property to 
the city of Apopka. 

At that time, a declara-
tion of restrictive covenant 
was placed on the former 
Hickerson Property, stat-
ing that the land was be-
ing transferred to the city of 
Apopka for conversion into 
nature-based recreation and 
education facilities for pub-
lic use. 

In return, the city 
transferred an estimated 
five-acre property at 2501 
S. Binion Road to the St. 
Johns District in May 2019, 
so the District could con-
struct a new office building. 

In November 2022, the 
city partnered with the Cen-
tral Florida Expressway 
Authority and Blue Scope 
Properties to complete a 
property exchange agree-
ment, which gave the city 
an additional 10-acre piece 
of wetland property next 
to 2923 Lust Road. That 
property would give addi-
tional natural buffer from 
any industrial development 
that Blue Scope Properties 
planned. 

In June 2017, the City 
Council approved a mem-
orandum of understanding 
with the Orange Audubon 

Society to provide wildlife 
viewing and education op-
portunities, and land man-
agement assistance on the 
Lake Apopka North Shore. 

In July 2022, the City 
Council approved a second 
memorandum of under-
standing, which laid out the 
plans to negotiate a long-
term ground lease of the 
former Hickerson Proper-
ty for the Orange Audubon 
Society to convert into the 
birding park. 

The Orange Audu-
bon Society is a 57-year-
old chapter of the National 
Audubon Society and is the 
third largest in the South-
east. The Orange Audubon 
Society volunteer organiza-
tion holds many field trips 
and field classes through-
out the year, conducts out-
reach activities, and offers 
educational programming 
to K-12 schools and educa-
tors in our area. 

Station Street Project
The Apopka City 

Council approved 5-0 the 
Station Street Project de-
velopment agreement be-
tween the city of Apop-
ka, the Apopka Communi-
ty Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) and Standard In-
vestments and Holdings, 
LLC, the developer of the 
Station Street Project. 

In separate meetings 
on February 21, the Apopka 

City Council and the CRA 
Board approved the multi-
use development planned 
for Station Street in down-
town Apopka and to pro-
ceed with its development 
agreement. 

The city and the Apop-
ka CRA envisioned a multi-
use project including af-
fordable housing, down-
town public parking, an ex-
tension of the Downtown 
Apopka Trail, and con-
struction of public event 
space. 

The city and the de-
veloper anticipate approxi-
mately one acre of the site 
will be retained by the city 
for construction of public 
event space, which will be 
completed by Standard In-
vestments and Holdings.  

The Apopka Station 
Street Project proposal out-
lines the general design 
for a 60-unit, two-building 
apartment complex and as-
sociated parking and event 
space in downtown Apop-
ka. The event space would 
remain wholly owned and 
operated by the city of 
Apopka and will include a 
pavilion and restroom fa-
cilities.  

The Apopka Station 
Street Project proposal and 
use of the site is consistent 
with the comprehensive 
plan which shows the site 
as commercial. The land 
development code for zon-

ing is Mixed Use-Down-
town (MU-D). 

Both Land Use and 
Zoning permit multifam-
ily developments and ad-
here to the Senate Bill 102, 
known as the Live Local 
Act, to allow for a maxi-
mum of 25 dwelling units 
per acre for the apartment 
site area, according to city 
documents. 

Located downtown, 
the Apopka CRA is com-
prised of 644 acres that has 
a mix of residences, busi-
nesses and historic proper-
ties. The CRA is bound on 
the south by Tenth and 11th 
Streets, Hawthorne Avenue 
to the west, Oak Street to 
the north; and sections of 
multiple streets to the east 
including but not limited to 
Highland Avenue, Monroe 
Avenue and Alabama Av-
enue. 

The Apopka Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy Board directs the agen-
cy. The board is comprised 
of the Apopka City Coun-
cil, an Orange County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and 
other individuals appointed 
by the local government. 

In August 2023, the 
Apopka CRA Board ap-
proved its fiscal year 2024 
budget worth $4,1603,599.

Continued from page 1A
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Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Tell them you saw it in 
The Apopka Chief 
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