Anniversary

John and Eileen Ricketson
celebrated their 60th wedding

anniversary
See page 10A.

Volume 102 Number 13

The

God Bless

America

Apopka Chief

Your trusted local news source

Apopka Baseball’s tenth
straight victory at home!
See page 1B.

©2024 The Apopka Chief
Friday, March 29, 2024 / 50 cents

Subscribe
online
today for
52 editions

a year!

$30 in
Orange
County

($35 out of county)
Price Includes E-Edition

Temporary Station 6 will move to new Harmon Rd. site

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Due to AdventHealth Apop-
ka’s expansion that includes add-
ing more parking spaces on their
campus, the neighboring tem-
porary Fire Station 6 is moving
to its new location on Harmon
Road.

In a Friday, March 15, email,
Apopka Fire Chief Sean Wylam
explained to the entire fire depart-
ment about how AdventHealth
Apopka’s  expansion  project
would impact temporary Fire
Station 6 site.

The Fire Department had
regular meetings with Adven-
tHealth and researched alterna-
tive locations, prioritizing opti-
mal response times, accessibil-
ity to service areas and the best
living arrangements for on-duty
firefighters, according to Wyl-
am’s email.

“After much research, the
fire department decided to relo-
cate the temporary station to the
Harmon on the Lake apartment
complex, located along Harmon
Road in Apopka, until the com-
pletion of permanent Fire Sta-

tion 6.

“This complex emerged as
the most suitable option,” the
email says. “Its location ensures
minimal disruption to response
times, allowing us to continue
delivering prompt and effective
emergency services to the com-
munity. Additionally, the ameni-
ties and facilities offered by the
complex meet the needs of our
personnel, ensuring their comfort
and well-being during their stay.
We also own the property just
to the east, 2139 Harmon Road
which is where we will stage
Quint 6 for response.”

“The fire department has
been working with Adven-
tHealth, city public services, city
facilities, Duke Energy, Harmon
on the Lake, and a contractor to
facilitate temporary Fire Station
6’s move.”

A spokesman for Advent-
Health Central Florida Division,
Jose Luis Dieppa, confirmed to
The Apopka Chief that the hos-
pital has been in communication
with the fire department about
the hospital’s expansion and its
effect on temporary Fire Station
6. The hospital did inform the

fire department that Fire Station
6 must move by May 1 to a new
location, Dieppa said.

The trailer Fire Station 6 is
currently using will be taken back
by the company that owns it, ac-
cording to Mayor Bryan Nelson.

This past January, the city
and its partners broke ground on
the permanent Fire Station 6, an
8,065 square-foot building that
will get built on the northeast cor-
ner of Harmon Road and Ocoee
Apopka Road.

Permanent Fire Station 6
will go up within the vicinity of
AdventHealth Apopka at the S.R.
414/S R. 429 interchange.

“We have been told that the
construction will begin any day.
All the permit work is complete
and the contract has been re-
viewed by legal and executed
by Miller Construction. We are
expecting the Station to be fully
completed by early 2025,” Wyl-
am said in a separate email to The
Apopka Chief.

Since opening in December
2017, temporary Fire Station 6
has served the city’s southwest-

See FIRE Page 10A

The arrow points to the the location identified as 2139 Harmon
Road, where Fire Station 6 will stage its fire engine Quint 6. The
site is next to the Harmon on the Lake apartment complex, where
the temporary Fire Station 6 will relocate.

Natural gas district

Rock Springs Road/Welch Road intersection in Apopka.

City’s growth adds to updates

needed for

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city of Apopka continues
to update its comprehensive plan’s
transportation element, which con-

its comprehensive transportation plans

tains policies for creating and main-
taining the community’s multi-modal
transportation network, so the Plan-
ning Commission and City Council
would eventually approve it.
Engineer Mike Woodward and

planning analyst Evan Magley, both
from the Orlando engineering con-
sulting firm Kimley-Horn, presented
the revised transportation element at

launching energy
choice initiative

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Lake Apopka Nat-
ural Gas District (LANGD)
will present to its three par-
ent cities an ordinance in-
troducing an energy choice
initiative that would give
homeowners the freedom to
select which energy source
is best for their budget and

lifestyle.
Brent Haywood,
LANGD CEO/gener-

al manager, presented the
background of the district’s
energy choice initiative
at the Board of Directors’
Monday, March 25 meet-
ing.

He and LANGD attor-
ney Carole Barise crafted
the ordinances, which will
be submitted to the board
for approval at the April 22
meeting. Those ordinanc-
es will then go to the city
councils of Apopka, Win-

ter Garden and Clermont,
LANGD’s member munic-
ipalities.

The district’s energy
choice initiative is about
giving consumers the right
to determine the best en-
ergy needs for their bud-
get and lifestyle. Haywood
explained to the board that
LANGD is seeking to guar-
antee an energy future that
includes a mix of energy
that best serves its commu-
nities including natural gas,
renewable natural gas and
hydrogen gas.

“A lot of the federal
initiatives that are out there
don’t take into account
what it costs a normal per-
son to live. It doesn’t take
into account what low-in-
come families need to be
able to live and survive,”
Haywood said.

The electrification

See ENERGY Page 5A

Second phase of affordable housmg breaks ground

On Thursday, March
21, Homes in Partnership,
Inc. broke ground on the
development of 29 single-
family homes to be priced
in the mid-$200,000s in the
second phase of its afford-
able Holly Creek communi-
ty in Zellwood.

For very-low and low-
income individuals and
families, monthly mort-
gage payments for the
homes in Holly Creek IIB
will be $1,200 or less in-
cluding taxes and insur-
ance. The 1,281 to 1,533
square foot homes are 100
percent financed with U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Rural Develop-
ment loans, one of Homes
in Partnership’s primary

Section A

partnerships in delivering

self-help housing.
Orange County has
committed  infrastructure

funding for Holly Creek
IIB through its Housing
and Community Develop-
ment Division. Homes will
be constructed in 2024-25
for occupancy beginning in
2025.

Since 2020, Homes in
Partnership has built and
provided homes to 157 in-
dividuals and families in
Lake, Marion, Orange and
Sumter counties with an
additional 65 planned for
2024-25.

Homes in Partnership
works with potential home-

See HOMES Page 7A
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Apopka Event of the Week

Basic English 1 is at the North Orange
Branch Library, 1211 E. Semoran Blvd.,
on Friday, April 5, and meets from 11
a.m.-12 p.m. p.m., in the Meeting
Room. This class is designed for stu-
dents with a beginner level knowledge
of English. Practice basic vocabulary
and grammar. This class focuses on a
new topic each time where we will dis-
cuss vocabulary and basic grammar.

The Apopka Chief

March 29, 2024, Page 2A
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Jesus rose from the dead. That
is what allows us to have a relation-
ship with the God who made us and
enables us to spend eternity with

The Apopka Chief on the
reason we celebrate Easter,
this year, on March 31, 2024
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Spending eternity with our
Heavenly Father is the reason

Editor’s Note: This message
was written by John Peery, who is
now in Heaven with his Lord. Re-
membering how he felt about the
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ,
and the love he had for his fam-
ily and community, we are sharing
this message once again with our
readers.

The world around us has
changed quite a bit this past year,
but the reason we celebrate Easter
has not, and most of us will cele-
brate with joy in our hearts.

For some of us, it’s little more
than about baskets, finding eggs,
and having a nice meal. Others
find peace in the knowledge that
Easter is about the resurrection of
Jesus Christ and what it means for
our place in heaven for eternity.

But, do not forget that the rea-
son Jesus came to earth was for us
to have a way to pay for our sins.
The holy God who created heaven
and earth, and all of us who have
ever lived, cannot accept us in our
sinful state.

He requires a sacrifice as pay-
ment for those sins that each and
every one of us has committed.

Because there is no way for
us to pay for those sins without
spending eternity alienated from
God, he sent Jesus, his perfect son,
down to earth to tmake payment
for our sins.

Easter is such a glorious day
and we should always rejoice in
that day because of what happened
on that day more than 2,000 years
ago. Jesus rose from the dead.
That is what allows us to have a
relationship with the God who
made us and enables us to spend
eternity with our heavenly Father.

However, we should always
remember that, unless Jesus dies,
Easter doesn’t happen and Jesus
isn’t resurrected from the dead.

It took the giving of his own
life on that cruel cross to pay for
our sins.

Fortunately for us, his being
raised from the dead allows us to
be seen by God as sinless when
we believe in Jesus and ask for-

giveness for our sins by repenting
of those sins.

Jesus was beaten and flogged
before being crucified and he was
mocked while hanging on the
Cross.

It was a horrific experience,
but he suffered because he loves
us.

Giving us this gift of eternal
life through his suffering and his
resurrection is amazing and there
is nothing better than to read the
description of Jesus’ resurrection
from the Book of Matthew, Chap-
ter 28, Verses 1-8. This is from the
New International Version of the
Bible:

“After the Sabbath, at dawn
on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to look at the tomb.

“There was a violent earth-
quake, for an angel of the Lord
came down from heaven and, go-
ing to the tomb, rolled back the
stone and sat on it. His appear-
ance was like lightning, and his
clothes were white as snow. The
guards were so afraid of him that
they shook and became like dead
men.

“The angel said to the women,
‘Do not be afraid, for I know that
you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. He is not here; he
has risen, just as he said. Come
and see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his dis-
ciples: ‘He has risen from the dead
and is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him.
Now I have told you.’

“So the women hurried away
from the tomb, afraid yet filled
with joy, and ran to tell his disci-
ples.”

As you are enjoying time with
family or even snacking on a
chocolate bunny, never forget that
the resurrection of Jesus, the ulti-
mate event in history, would not
have been possible without the
death of Jesus for the payment of
our sins.

May the Lord bless you and
your family.
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Effective leaders have effective teams

Too many ordinary citi-
zens in District 2 do not feel
empowered. We must re-
structure smaller interdepen-
dent teams based on neigh-
borhoods and local areas so
all feel welcome. In essence,
we must become an effec-
tive team led by many lead-
ers. We achieve success by
working harmoniously and
with shared purpose. Com-
plaining, fussing, and ridi-
culing on social media has
little lasting benefit. Joining
ateam of empowered citizen
leaders makes an enormous
contribution in a small town.

I’'m currently enrolled
in an online major univer-
sity course on effective or-
ganizing. Last Friday, I was
personally coached by two

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

teaching assistants, one
from Scotland and the oth-
er from Jordan. I had some
true “aha” moments. What a
privilege to receive this su-
perb training. I would like to
share some of this training
with my constituents. Why?
Because I believe we can be
so much more if we are train-
ing, coaching, and working

toward a common goal.
First, I’m learning that
to be successful we must
have shared purpose. While
this statement has not been
thoroughly vetted or word-
smithed, I promulgate our
shared purpose as the desire
to live in a safe, clean, col-
laborative, trusting, inclu-
sive, and prosperous com-
munity. [ hope you agree
with this purpose, too. It
is fine to believe in other
points, like protecting our
natural environment, build-
ing up our downtowns, and
lessening suburban sprawl,
because I believe in these
things, too. But, the other
values will bring the change

See MOORE Page 4A

Digital testing is shorter and sensible

This week some of our
high school students took
the SAT at their high school.
This year, the test looks
much different than the test
that all of us have come to
know.

The test that students
took this week is now giv-
en digitally instead of the
old paper and pencil test. No
more bubbling in answers
and no more paper books
with the same format for
everyone. This new digital
SAT is now shorter and has
an embedded graphing cal-
culator that students can use
throughout the math section.

But the most important
change is that this new test
is adaptive. This means that
how students do on a set of
test questions affects the dif-
ficulty of a subsequent set of
test questions.

I’ve heard many stu-

Orange County School
Board, District 7

7
Melissa Byrd

dents say this version is
harder than previous ver-
sions, but the truth is, if it
seems harder then that means
the student is doing well.
There is no need to waste
time on easy questions. It
can move along to harder
ones that are accurately mea-
suring the level the student is
on faster.

Because the test is adap-
tive and cuts out unneces-
sary questions, the test is
now shorter. Instead of a

three-hour test, the new digi-
tal SAT is a two-hour test.
That is a big relief to stu-
dents who struggle with sus-
tained focus for long periods
of time. It still measures on
a 1600-point scale and tests
in the three areas of reading,
writing, and math.

The shorter test is also
helpful for schools giving the
test and test proctors because
it requires less time to be
blocked off if the test is be-
ing given during the school
day, and proctors no longer
have to pack, organize, and
ship testing materials. Also,
the digital test is formatted
so that if there is a power or
wifi outage, the progress on
the test is not lost.

In Orange County, all
our students are given lap-
tops so there is no issue with

See BYRD Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

Blessed are those who keep his statutes
and seek him with all their heart.
Psalm 119:2

What | love most about
home is who | share it
with.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, 1
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange §
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The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Children are not being taught not to care about history of our country

“Ignorance can be fixed

right to choose,” they said.

with education, but stupid
is forever.” This admoni-
tion sums up the way our
nation is being led, and the
surprising thing are the peo-
ple who are applauding the
leaders who are involved!

It is time we realized there

So, we took that away from
morning school routines.
Our schools are pump-
ing out uneducated, under
achievers that cannot even
tell you who the first Presi-
dent of the United States
was. I do not think it was

are some folks who have no
idea where their safety lies,

taken away from the teach-
er’s syllabus. Our children

and those who have opened

are being taught not to care

eyes are stupefied into im-
mobility.

I cannot comprehend
the nonsensical approach
this administration has lured
us into, and they did it with
our permission! We listened

to their arguments against
prayer and Bible usage for
our children, and we said
“OK, take them away from
school activities.” “Making
a child pledge to a flag, and
our nation was against their

about history at all because
it is trivial to the Marxist
teaching. If you can down-
play the history of a nation,
you can rewrite it to match
your agenda, and the stu-
dent’s become subjects to

the ruling class, without fir-
ing a shot.

Karl Marx taught equity
for unity. As an example, he
taught the employer and the
employee ought to merge to
become a classless society
where everyone was equal,
but he could never show
you one. In the book, 1984,
George Orwell warned of
things to come. He saw the
future as having people de-
prived of books, educational
choices (schools), privacy,
freedom of speech, and the
liberty of individuality. He
thought that depriving peo-
ple of those luxuries would

lead to the downfall of the
United States.

In another writing, a
man by the name of Aldous
Huxley authored the book,
‘A Brave New World,” and
in it, he described a future
where there would be no
limits to what books could
be read, nor to whom they
were available. No barri-
ers to pharmaceuticals for
pleasure use. In Brave New
World, people are con-
trolled by inflicting pleas-
ure. In short, Orwell feared
that what we hate will ruin
us. Huxley feared that what
we love would ruin us. Both

were right to one degree or
another.

We have seen variables
in this administration that
has the destruction of our
Democratic constitutional
republic as their goal. The
President of this great na-
tion is full of lies, greed, and
corruption that has not been
matched in our nation be-
fore. If you search history
for some examples of men
who loved the United States
of America, her Constitution,
and filled the office of Presi-
dent with deep respect, and

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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City: Statf previously discussed update at fall 2023 meeting

Continued from page 1A

the Apopka Planning Com-
mission’s March 12 meet-
ing at City Hall.

The last time the city of
Apopka updated its trans-
portation element was 2009,
according to Woodward.
In collecting data to revise
the transportation element,
Kimley-Horn is looking to
upate the transportation el-
ement as far ahead as to the
year 2050.

“Per statute, the hori-
zon is 10 years. The previ-
ous one (transportation el-
ement) looks out to year
2030, so we’ve got to go
beyond that. Also, since
2009, you’ve had a little
bit of growth. You’ve seen
some changes in your city,
and so let’s, let’s adjust for
those and make sure that
we’re prepared for what’s
here now and also looking
towards the future,” Wood-
ward said.

If the Planning Com-
mission recommends ap-
proval of the transporta-
tion element, it will go to
City Council for its approv-

SEND US
YOUR NEWS

Visit www.The
ApopkacChief.com
Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@
theapopkachief.com

al, then to the state Depart-
ment of Commerce, for-
merly the state department
of Economic Opportunity.
After that, the Department
of Commerce has 30 days
to review the transportation
element and get it transmit-
ted back to the City Coun-
cil.

The speed of the re-
view process will depend
on what the comments may
be on the transportation el-
ement and how the com-
ments will be addressed.

R REGAL

Fri., March 29, 2024 thru
Sun., April 1,2024
3D SHOWINGS

GODZILLAX KONG: THE NEW
EMPIRE (PG-13) 12:40

GODZILLA X KONG: THE NEW
EMPIRE (PG-13) 11:40A; 1:40;
2:50; 3:50; 4:50; 6:00; 7:00; 7:50;
9:10; 10:10; 10:40

KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG) 11:50A;
2:10; 4:30; 6:50; 9:50

DUNE: PART TWO (PG-13) 12:20;
3:20; 6:40%%; 7:30*; 9:20%*
GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN
EMPIRE (PG-13) 12:30; 4:00; 7:10;

10:00

BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE (PG-13)
12:50; 2:20%; 4:10; 4:20%; 7:20;
10:20

IMAGINARY (PG-13) 12:50%;
1:00;** 4:40; 5:00%; 7:40; 10:30
KID: HARRY POTTER AND THE
SORCER'S STONE (PG) 11:20A**
KID: HOP(PG) 11:10A**

DUMB AND DUMBER (REISSUE)
(PG-13) 7:00

*FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY

Regal Forever Favorites!
$5 select movies at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays
1st matinee on Thursdays!

VALUE DAY
TUESDAYS ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SATURDAY MORNING KID FLICKS
SELECT MOVIES $2

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

The next Planning Com-
mission meeting is sched-
uled for April 9, and trans-
mittal hearing at City Coun-
cil is tentatively scheduled
for April 17.

Pamela Richmond,
city transportation coordi-
nator, discussed only the
transportation element to
the Apopka Planning Com-
mission in October 2023.
Back then, she clarified that
the city has been modify-
ing the entire comprehen-
sive plan because it was

last done in the 1990s, but
just wanted to focus on the
transportation element at
the meeting because it re-
ceived a different funding
source from other parts of
the comprehensive plan.

A city’s comprehen-
sive plan lays out a vision
for the community’s future
as well as steps that are nec-
essary to achieve that vi-
sion.

She said she want-
ed to use the October 10,
2023 Planning Commis-
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LIFE, AND FUTURE.
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) 889-5084 I Like us on
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sion meeting as a kickoff
for public involvement in
the transportation element
that may include in-person
opportunities and a survey.

At that meeting, Rich-
mond gave a timeline for
the updated transportation
element. She expected the
ordinance on the updated

transportation element to
be presented to the Plan-
ning Commission to recom-
mend approval, and on No-
vember 15, 2023, the City
Council would approve the
ordinance so it would get
transmitted to the Florida
Department of Economic
Opportunity for review.
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Why does Easter date change? Moore: Working together is a must

Easter’s exact date var-
ies so much because it actu-
ally depends on the moon.

The holiday is set to
coincide with the first Sun-
day after the Paschal Full
Moon, the first full moon
after the vernal equinox. It
can be as early as March
22 or as late as April 25. It
comes early this year, fall-
ing on the last Sunday of
the month, March 31. This
is 10 days earlier than last
year’s April 9 date. Next
year, Easter is back to the
month of April, falling
much later than the past two
years on April 20, 2025.

Because Ash Wednes-
day kicks off the Lenten
season, its date is always
exactly 46 days before
Easter (40 days of Lent,
plus six, as each Sunday
is skipped) and thus is af-
fected directly by what date
Easter falls on that year.
This year, Ash Wednesday
fell on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 14 (Valentine’s Day!).
Easter 2024

Which brings us to our
central question: Why is
Easter on a different date
each year? And why is it on
March 31, 2024, this year,
which is earlier than last
year and the year before?
The holiday, which cele-
brates Christ’s resurrection
from the grave following
his crucifixion, can occur
any Sunday between March
22 and April 25. (That’s a
pretty wide range!)

Easter’s exact date var-
ies so much because it actu-
ally depends on the moon.
The holiday is set to co-
incide with the first Sun-
day after the Paschal Full
Moon, the first full moon
after the vernal equinox.
Though the equinox’s exact
date can vary each year ac-
cording to the Old Farmer’s
Almanac, the church al-
ways recognizes the vernal
equinox as March 21. So
why does Easter come af-
ter the Paschal Full Moon?
Early Christians  want-
ed Easter to coincide with

Passover, because Christ’s
death and resurrection hap-
pened after the Jewish hol-
iday, writes Christian min-
ister Mary Fairchild on
LearnReligions.com.

Because the Jewish
calendar is tied to solar and
lunar cycles, the dates of
Passover and Easter fluctu-
ate each year. The date of
Easter is determined by the
first full moon of spring, as
is Passover. Infrequently,
the full moon occurs on a
Friday or Saturday, so Pass-
over is observed after Eas-
ter.

When Jesus observed
the Last Supper with his
disciples, it was a Passover
seder. Jesus used elements
of the seder — the unleav-
ened bread (matzah) and
wine — to commemorate
his impending death (the
bread represents his body,
the wine his blood). That is
why Christians take Com-

munion today.
https://www.countryliving.
com/life/a46407/why-does-
easter-change-dates/

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Tara Tedrow c/o Lowndes has made an

application,
111,

Land Development Code,

in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Section 4.2.2.C to the City

Article 1T,

Part

of Apopka Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW
THE USE OF AN OUTDOOR STORAGE AS AN ACCESSORY USE IN THE LIGHT

INDUSTRIAL (I-L) ZONING DISTRICT.

This application

located at 3716 Hogshead Road:

relates to

the

following described property

Parcel Identification Number (s) :
2.99 +/- acres

Contains:

01-21-27-0000-00-044

Notice 1is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the Special Exception request at
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka

City Hall on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, beginning at 5:30 P.M.,

or as

soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed

hearing to speak.

Please be advised that,
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter,

under State law,

if you
you

will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony and

evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities

needing assistance to participate

in any of these proceedings

should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,

Apopka,

Florida 32703;

Telephone:

hours prior to the proceeding.

March 29, 2024
Publish: The Apopka Chief

Apopka City Council

407-703-1704,

no less than 48

Community Development Department

176090

Continued from page 2A

we all deserve and need to
see.

Second, we must thor-
oughly develop ground rules
or norms. We are current-
ly holding quarterly train-
ing meetings, monthly in-
formational meetings, regu-
lar clean-ups, and bi-annual
events such as Easter Egg
Hunts, Fall Festivals, etc. |
also am more thoroughly de-
veloping a Corridor Chief
Program. My aide and I will
be restructuring this pro-
gram for our April Quarter-
ly Meeting. I believe if one
person takes responsibility
and “ownership” of a sec-
tion of a roadway, reporting
infrastructure problems to
the municipality, picking-
up trash, and organizing the
neighborhoods in some kind
of spirit activities, the en-
tire community will great-
ly improve. Last weekend,
Troy Johnson, from South-
ern Apopka’s group, attend-
ed the Wekiva Egg Hunt,
and the POWS (People of
Wekiva Springs) Team and I
shared our supplies so he can
host a quick event in South-
ern Apopka tomorrow (Sat-
urday). We value collabora-
tion. We know the value of
bringing the community to-
gether and living in a clean,
safe environment.

I currently have some
fantastic Corridor Chiefs.
Others may need more train-
ing (my fault). And I still
desire to recruit more Corri-
dor Chiefs. If you are inter-
ested, please call my office
at 407.836.5919 and speak
with Alex Quinones. The dif-
ference Pam Welker is mak-
ing on Sheeler Road should
inspire others. She does have
a big need. We have not been
able to get one of our com-
munities to pressure wash
their black wall and side-
walks.

If anyone can donate
money or pressure wash for
free, Pam would be ecstatic.

We are interdependent.
In fact, the Clarcona-Ocoee
Team led by Mateo Schulte
and Sandy Miller cancelled
their monthly clean-up just
to assist the Wekiwa Springs
Team led by Sue Henesy. I'm
hearing now that the Weki-
wa Springs Team might can-
cel their clean-up to help the
Southern Apopka Team on
a bonus clean-up on E. 10th
Street tomorrow morning.

You are always wel-
come to join us. Bring a rake,
or weed whacker, and some
gloves! We will be mowing,
edging, trimming trees, rak-
ing up an inordinate num-
ber of leaves. This beautiful
section of downtown Apop-
ka has a terrific tree cano-

py- Our goal is to transform
E. 10th Street from Sheel-
er Road to Apopka Blvd.I
will be working on Clarcona
Road on June 6th in collabo-
ration with Pastor Sabrina
Jones and Jarette Schofield.
And I bet some of my other
leaders will be there to lend
a hand. We care about every
area of District 2, even if we
cannot get to every section,
all at the same time.

In November, all the
teams compete for Corridor
of the Year and now Artis-
tic Corridor of the Year. It is
truly a friendly competition
because we appreciate and
respect one other. Winning is
just a bonus.

All Ireally do is create
opportunities for people to
accept greater responsibil-
ity for their neighborhood,
corridor, and community. It
is enjoyable, uplifting, and
energizing work. I am in
the business of empower-
ing ordinary citizens through
quantifiable goals, and regu-
lar activities.

If you would like to
speak with me further, I will
set aside time to meet you at
my favorite haunt on a Sat-
urday afternoon, Canon Cof-
fee. Call me at 407.836.5850
to schedule a time.

I believe you will be an
awesome leader and part of a
great team of leaders.

Hayden: Common sense is needed

Continued from page 2A

faithfulness. Men such as
Harry Truman who, when of-
fered a corporate position at
a large salary, declined stat-
ing, “You do not want me.
You want the office of Presi-
dent, and that does not be-
long to me. It belongs to the
American people, and it is
not for sale.” Good old Har-
ry Truman was correct when
he observed, “My choices in
life were either to be a piano
player in a whore house or

a politician. And to tell the
truth, there is hardly any dif-
ference!”

What has happened to
our national leaders? When
a leader of men stands and
states the very things that
many of “We the People”
would like to say, and talks
about loving our neighbors,
giving a hand up instead of a
handout to those who need a
push start, and being proud
of being a part of the great-
est nation GOD ever placed
on this orb we call Earth, the
United States of America,
he is berated by other politi-
cians, skewered by lies, in-

nuendos that are perpetrated
and spread by most of the
newspapers and news broad-
casters.

Suddenly, the BLM,
Antifa, and all the other hat-
ers of the United States are
deeply interested in history.
Not the history of our great
nation, or its heroes they
have degraded by statue de-
molition, but the history of
one man whom they fear,
knowing that if he gets back
into the office of President,
things will change.

We need to support men
that tell it like it is. We ban
the Bible from our class-
rooms and then invite drag
queens to read stories of Lil’
Johnny who wants to be-
come Lil’ Joanie, and then
we teach sexual aberrations
instead of the three “R’s.”
Reading, Writing, and Arith-
metic. I had a clock with the
square root sign at every ma-
jor time marking. I asked a
sixteen-year-old what was
at the top of the clock with
the square root of 144. Her
answer, “That’s the sign for
the power of.” We’re raising
children that believe when
they graduate from high

school they ought to be driv-
ing a new car, have a pent-
house apartment, the newest
cell phone, and all the things
some of their moms and dads
had to work two jobs, scrape
by just to buy them fash-

ion clothing (with holes in
the knees, and everywhere),
so they could compete with
“everybody else.”

If I were sent home
with a note from the teach-
er, my folks did not run to
the school to file a complaint
that I was being picked on.
My dad had a sure cure for
the problem that had noth-
ing to do with the teacher. It
was called a razor strop, and
it never failed to leave an
impression. [ am not talking
about politics. I am talking
common sense. Robert Ken-
nedy is a Democrat that has
common sense, and a deep
love for our nation. Donald
Trump is talking common
sense and loves this great na-
tion. They have a deep re-
spect for each other and that
is the way it should be. Let
us shed our ignorance and
get educated.

Stupid is forever! And
we are not stupid!

Byrd: Some tests are now optional

Continued from page 2A

students not having a device
to take the test. In other ar-
eas where that may not be
the case,

College Board, the
company that distributes the
test, provides devices to stu-
dents to take the test.

The major advantage
of a digital test is that stu-
dents no longer have to wait
weeks to get results. Now
students get results in a mat-
ter of days.

These days, post-Covid,
many universities are test op-

tional, meaning they no lon-
ger require SAT scores for
admission.

During the pandemic,
there were many barriers to
students being able to take
the SAT so colleges moved
away from the requirement.

This is a welcome
change for many concerned
about testing inequities for
students who don’t have ac-
cess to expensive test prep
courses or private tutors.

But these results are
still very important as they
are used for qualifying here
in Florida for the Bright Fu-

tures scholarship. This state
scholarship is given to stu-
dents who achieve a certain
grade point average, SAT or
ACT score and complete a
certain number of volunteer
or work hours. The award
pays for either 75% or 100%
of state college/university
credit hour tuition.

It’s a great deal for our
Florida students and a way
for all students to have ac-
cess to higher education.

For more information
on the new SAT format, visit
collegeboard.org.
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The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under .
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news- BfFFirtee>=
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri- ¥
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

City Hall 407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .....ccouueweeeeeessseneen 407-703-1701
City Administrator. 407-703-1649
City Clerk ... 407-703-1704

407-703-1712
407-703-1738
407-703-1725

Community Devel.
Code Enforcement
Finance Dept...........

Fire (NON-€MErg.)....cceeerereeecessssssses 407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......cwweessssns 407-703-1741
Police Chief 407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) .......ccccceeesssee 407-703-1771
Job Line 407-703-1743
Solid Waste CollecCt......ummmmrree 407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731
Utility Billing..oeeeeeeesseeeeeeeeessseennene 407-703-1727
Medical, fire emMergency.......eeeesssnens 91

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Orange County
Telephone Numbers
Animal Services.....een. 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ..eeeeeeeeeseees 850-617-2000
Building Dept....ccoueeveeeeenns 407-836-8550
County Mayor..... 407-836-7370
County Commission..... 407-836-7350
County Attorney ... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor.......... 407-836-2070
Fire/ReSCUE ..oovvevversserrrercccrrne 407-836-3111
Solid Waste 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............ 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ....wweeererresssssns 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser.............. 407-836-5044

Sheriff Administrative........ 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.......407-836-4357
ULIlIIES coveerernveeeeeessseennnnecccsns 407-836-5515
All other departments........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency

www.orangecountyfl.net

Other Area
Numbers of Note

U.S. Senators

Rick Scott (Rep.) wuccuvwvvvrreesssssssssss 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....eeeesssssses 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative

Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives

Doug Bankson ... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ........cccce. unknown
State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine MOOT€ ....cccooveerrereccerses 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment....... 407-317-3233

Bus routes.....cccou. 407-317-3800
Superintendent.... 407-317-3200
School Board......sssessssnnees 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous

The Apopka Chief.............evvvvrereee 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans.......407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce....... 407-886-1441



Energy: State passed

law forbid

ding local

ban of fuel sources

Continued from page 1A

movement proposes the
move to an all-electric, sin-
gle-source model that elim-
inates the use of natural gas
and natural gas products. A
single-source energy model
would eliminate competi-
tion, thus allowing electric
companies to monopolize
the energy landscape and
deprive consumers’ right to
choose the energy source
that best fit their needs and
budget, according to Hay-
wood.

Electrification  lives
on the misconception that
electricity is equivalent to
natural gas in affordability,
dependability and cleanli-
ness.

In June 2021, Florida
House Bill 919 that Gov-
ernor Ron DeSantis signed
into law, became effective
July 2021. It prevents lo-
cal governments from ban-
ning fuel sources and pro-
tects the rights of those who
currently have the choice to
use natural gas. However,
that didn’t stop developers
— mostly outside the area —

Events

1006 PM
Community

Get Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

In Print. Online. On the Go.

from taking it upon them-
selves to deny homeowners
energy choice, Haywood
said.

“They’re not your
neighbor living beside you.
It’s not the old days of de-
velopment. It’s companies
out of Texas, companies
out of Atlanta, companies
out of Canada that are do-
ing these developments.
And they’re looking for the
shortsighted gain on their
end, which is, that’s capi-
talism. That’s the business.
But our job is to make sure
that we best serve the com-
munities with all that we
have available. So, the fam-
ilies of these communities
don’t end up not having the
right to choose,” Haywood
said.

According to  the
American Public Gas As-
sociation, families are los-
ing more than $1,000 per
year in energy cost without
a choice.

Families in LANGD’s
parent cities are losing
more than $35.9 million per

See ENERGY Page 6A
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Apartment
Renovators, LLC.

Increase The Value Of Your Home!

QUALITY PAINTING & DRY WALL SPECIALISTS

Specializing Tn

CONDOS - SINGLE FAMILY HOMES -
APARTMENTS

LOW PRICES - QUALITY WORK!

- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
- HOME REPAIRS I Offer |
- CARPET CLEANING | EXTERIOR PAINT I
- PRESSURE WASHING & POWER WASH

- HOUSE PAINTING 2 I

- DRYWALL SERVICES 1 O |
Licensed - Insured - References I r’ SRS I
QUALITY WORK LAVEUPTO 50%,
PROFESSIONAL
RESULTS SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!
407-731-1547

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT CALL TODAY FOR A
APARTMENTRENOVATORSLLC@GMAILCOM ~ FREE ESTIMATE

Your local Nometown hero . . .

As your local independent agent, we’re
your neighbor - someone you can trust
and someone who’s here for you 24/7

€D GENTRY

INSURANCE AGEMNCY

Apopka ¢ 407-886-3301  www.gentryins.com

Auto-Owners Insurance

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are [nvesting in the Community.

( §&& WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens  Titer Testing

v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service
, BJ’s Towing
E Service, Inc.
407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

-
4

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

FUN TIMES AHEAD!
Book NOW for Your

BRING JOY TO
YOUR PARTIES!

*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
 Bounce houses
and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
 Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units

Special Occasion!

g

We Buy Kids Things

Trendy Kids

303 E. Semoran Blvd.,
Ste 202, Apopka

AN
FREEESTIMATES4072880:
Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM

W AEnvironmentally,
Licensed & Insured
=7 State Certified

N/

Jones Ave.,

Get Your E-edition
Call or Subscribe Online!

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source
E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
(g Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
f www.TheApopkaChief.com
Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 » Fax: 407-889-4121

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

I-:;ﬁergencv Services

Zellwood, FL
Available After Hours

32798

407-778-8010

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.

Please support these local businesses and organizations.

| 7

2N
, Hello Garage

Foliage Sertoma Clean, Organized Spaces.

Club of Apopka °
(407) 832-2627 &%

CLUB OF APO
Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

)|

OFF

Your Dream
Garage’

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka

Office Supply) would like to thank the generous

Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
sight or hearing for so MANY.

Concrete Floor

Cabinets & 141
Coatings

) Garage
Shelving &

Accessories

©

&)

Get your free estimate today!
1.877.460.1493

*Must be presented at the initial appointment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

4




The Apopka Chief, March 29, 2024, Page 6A

Energy: Initiative has been a board topic for years, member says

Continued from page 5A

year as a result of natural
gas not being used or is not
a choice. This number was
based on the data collected
from the 2020 Census data
combined with LANGD’s
service territory data.

“Also, there’ll be an
impact as far as franchise
fees and money that goes
back into the communities.
So our push in getting this
(ordinance) adopted in each
one of our parents cities is a
push to try to curb this loss.
With every new develop-

ment that goes into electri-
fication, that keeps growing
more and more and more
every day. That’s a loss to
people’s wellbeing and loss
to the income of the com-
munity. How do we bring
into energy choice? Energy
choice developments are

key,” Haywood said.
LANGD’s energy
choice initiative is not a
new subject. Fred Crabtree,
board vice president and
Winter Garden represen-
tative, mentioned how the
subject had been broached
at board meetings multiple

times over the years.

“The feedback from
the cities in the past was
that they were reluctant to
do this because it would de-
ter developers and builders
from building inside city
limits so they would go
outside city limits,” Crab-

Your Gu:de to Local Busmesses

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

¢

American Public Gas Assoclation

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

P/

®) Lake Apopka
Natural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

e LIFE

Your Local Agency for

Flor

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH

e MEDICARE
e CREMATION
e ACCIDENT
e DENTAL

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

cda Blue D9

LET USTELL YOUR

BUSINESS STORY!

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about
our Business Profile program or e-mail
ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Helping you is our business!

tree said in a phone inter-
view, adding that he wasn’t
sure if that was the case
anymore.

Crabtree clarified that
the issue he raised at the
board meeting “was not a
big deal; it was just a point
of interest.”

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District - Power up your ride
with versatile natuml gas

Natural Gas Vehi-
cles, or NGVs for short,
are quickly gaining pop-
ularity, and for good rea-
son. Powered by Com-
pressed Natural Gas
(CNG) and/or Renew-
able Natural Gas (RNG)
instead of traditional
gasoline or diesel fuels,
these innovative vehi-
cles are a revolution in
transportation, offering
a sustainable and afford-
able alternative to power
your ride.

There are a number
of reasons why switch-
ing to natural gas may
be the best option for
you or your business. To
name a few, NGVs offer:

A cleaner ride:
NGVs emit significant-
ly fewer pollutants than
gasoline or diesel fuels.
As a primary fuel alter-
native, RNG — which is
produced from recycling
organic waste sourc-
es from landfills, ani-
mal manure, food waste,
and wastewater treat-
ment plants — produces
about 90% less nitrogen
oxide (NOx) than gaso-
line, leading to cleaner
air and improved pub-
lic health overall. It even
offsets emissions by pre-
venting methane from
escaping landfills and
other waste sources.

Fueling your wal-
let: Beyond the environ-
mental benefits, NGVs
offer undeniable eco-
nomic advantages. In
fact, CNG costs about
40-50% less per gal-
lon than gasoline [NGV
America], translating to
significant savings. For
businesses looking to
save money wherever
they can, switching to

Over the Road

Transit

Refuse

Schools

Considering natural gas as the ideal energy solution for your vehicle, home,
or business? Reach out to the District marketing team for assistance at (407)
656-2737 ext. 307, marketing@langd.org, or visit www.langd.org for more

information.

an NGV fleet can mean
substantial fuel cost re-
ductions, boosting their
bottom line while dem-
onstrating a commit-
ment to environmental
responsibility.
Performance with-
out compromise: Un-
like electric vehicles,
there’s no compromise
when it comes to NGVs’
distance capabilities.
With ample torque and
impressive range, NGVs
offer the freedom to
roam without the worry
of having to stop to refu-
el every 200 miles. Plus,
advancements in CNG
refueling infrastructure
means finding a fuel
station is becoming in-
creasingly convenient.
At Lake Apopka
Natural Gas District,
we are proud to pro-
vide natural gas to sev-
eral CNG refueling sta-
tions around the region.
The city of Apopka, and

many local transit and
school bus fleets rely
on CNG and/or RNG to
refuel their trucks and
public works vehicles,
while private business-
es like Waste Manage-
ment, City Furniture,
and UPS utilize a NGV
fleet to perform their es-
sential services. Learn
more about how the Dis-
trict is involved at www.
LANGD.org/CNG.

With over 23 million
NGVs already cruising
roadways worldwide,
the momentum is unde-
niable. Here in the U.S,,
natural gas fueling op-
tions are steadily ex-
panding, with hundreds
of refueling stations al-
ready in place across
the nation. To add to that,
government incentives
and tax credits make the
switch even more attrac-
tive, demonstrating a
national commitment to
cleaner transportation

using a domestic fuel
source.

Every journey you
take inan NGV is a com-
mitment to a smarter fu-
ture; it’s an investment in
your wallet, your com-
munity, and our planet.
Visit NGVAmerica.org
to learn more, locate fu-
eling stations near you,
and discover how you
can make the switch.
Together, let’s fuel the
future with NGVs! To
find the nearest CNG/
RNG Fueling click Sta-
tion Map Testing - NGV
America . If you're inter-
ested in learning more
about NGVs, or if you'd
like to make the switch to
safe, reliable and cost-
effective natural gas for
your home or business,
please connect with our
marketing team at (407)
656-2734 ext. 307 or
marketing@langd.org to
learn more.

Advertisement

¢ 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

Errol Estate entrance)
* Ace Meat & Grocery,

* Apopka Chief rack,
400 N. Park Ave.
* Apopka High School
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* CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
¢ Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 &
Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
¢ Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &

* Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)

Would You Like Extra Copies?

¢ Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
* Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd

(Plymouth)

* Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind

store by mail boxes)

o CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av

& Hwy 441
* Discount Beverage & Smoke
(Across from Checkers, Highway 441

¢ Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at

corner of Apopka Blvd.
¢ Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
S. Park Avenue

¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,

2691 Highway 441

Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
*Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
* Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
* McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)

* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441
(next to Burger K)

* Orange County Service Center,

N. Park Ave.

¢ Perkins Restaurant

Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

* Plymouth Post Office,
Plymouth/Sorrento Rd

* Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)

* Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)

* Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & ¢ Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &
Kelly Park Rd

* Circle K #1288, Welch Rd &
Wekiva Springs Rd.

Welch Rd.

* Sam’s Discount, Overland &

Apopka Blvd.

¢ Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
* Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 &

* Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.

* Crosby’s Motor Inn,

* Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd

You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka
* Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart

and Hwy 441

* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

o Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

o Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
(beside Lowe’s)

¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)

¢ Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441

¢ Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262

Robinson St.

¢ UPS Store (The), Rock Springs
& Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka

www.theapopkachief.com ¢ Ph: 407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121 * email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com
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60th wedding anniversary

John and Eileen Rick-
etson celebrated their
60th wedding anniversa-
ry on Wednesday, March
20. The Ricketsons own
The Apopka Chief and
The Planter. The Rick-
etsons were married at
Fort Campbell, Kentucky,
where he was stationed
while serving in the U.S.
Army 101st Airborne Di-
vision. They have three
adults sons, Joey, Jerry,
and Jamey.

Homes: Residents must meet
standards to own a house

Continued from page 1A ed home and rental prices in the past few
years, we are extremely grateful to be able
buyers with a housing counseling program  to help 29 families realize their dream of
with HUD Certified Counselors to over- home ownership in Holly Creek,” said Glo-
come barriers to home ownership. To qual-  ria Nelson, executive director of Homes in
ify for a home with Homes in Partnership, Partnership. “And we have more than 65
residents need a two-year work history, sta-  other homes underway for additional hard-
ble income, good or repairable credit,anda  working families.”
commitment to contribute to the construc- Homes in Partnership has been plan-
tion of their homes. ning, designing and building affordable
“Now more than ever with escalat- homes in Central Florida since 1975.

Subscribe today at: www.TheApopkaChief.com

TRUCK
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A
SCOTT e ASSOCIATES
ACCOUNTING FIRM INC

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

Together, let’s
Make Your
Statement.

QUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
+ Business Tax Retum Filing » Bookkeeping & Payroll
= Audit Assistance

(C-Cetpa, S-Corpe, Fan Pralit, Parires ships arcd Cooperative)

+ Personal Tax Return Filing

FASTSIGNS.| Apopka

Make Your Statement”

1.9%0 arr

for 72 MOS.
3030 E. Semoran Blvd. Suite 156 2023 F-150 XLT
Apopka, FL 32703 SUPERCREW

407-774-0003 Ford Courtesy Transportation Vehicle (retired service loaner).
= See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 4/2/2024.
www.fastsigns.com/248

CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY - 321-754-1360

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center ¢ www.countonscott.com

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

INSTALL!* g

I1t’s more than just cremation;
it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach. Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.

[

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH®
a neighborly company

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: ey 3329 E,if;,tosp?::‘}rfr_-} ZB7|\6<_§3-
(877) 340-0477 HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME f07:865-1188
e s T s e e s H]GHLPETFBEI\NASEMORYWe Make It Personal® Nighlandfh.com
( Web site: N[ 1 ff ’ o D
www.theapopkachief.com Welcome to Caffe Positanos,
email: news@ y y
theapopkachlef.com where food is our passion
Phone: 07 880 2777 e OQur sauces are made fresh daily
| 400 N.Park Ave., Apopka ) e The house salad dressing is made from scratch

e Only the finest ingredients are used

CGonsumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN
FEES.
NO HIDDEN
ANYTHING.

O EANO

Plans start at just $20/month.

i o || Callus for take out orders!

. ‘. SUPPORT.
E\*‘e‘ve been ranked "#1 in; All of our support We are I oca te d a t

teams are just a

3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080
844-759-1652 1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 * 407-531-1151

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network ViSi t us d t WWW_ Caffe p O S ita n O S 1 CO m

Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.




AT HOME

The Apopka Chief

March 29, 2024, Page 8A

Golden Chief

A FOCUS ON SENIOR CITIZENS

Enjoy a state park, whether it be by walking, running, hiking or riding

Think about it.

The first four-time win-
ner of the Gold Medal honor-
ing the nation’s best state park
system, the Florida Park Serv-
ice is one of the largest in the
country with 175 state parks,
tails and historic sites span-
ning nearly 800,000 acres
and 100 miles of sandy white
beach.

The website, Florid-
aStateParks.org/plan-your-
visit, gives answer to vari-
ous questions. This time of
the year may be a ood time
to consider visitng one of the
175 state parks. The following
information gives answers to
question you may have.

ACTIVITY QUESTIONS

1. Can I arrange to have
my wedding, business meet-
ing or family reunion at a
state park in Florida?

Special events are permit-
ted at Florida State Parks.

*Please reach out to the
specific park for details.

1.2. Can I reserve a pic-
nic shelter?

In general, parks offer
picnic shelters on a first-come,
first-served basis. However,
some picnic shelters may be
reserved.

*Check the park’s web-
page for specific information.

1.3. Can I fish at state
parks? Do I need a fishing li-
cense?

Fishing locations are
abundant in Florida’s state
parks. Check the individual
park’s webpage for specific in-
formation.

*Visit the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation
Commission’s website to de-
termine if you need a fishing
license.

1.4. Where can I swim
with the manatees?

Resource protection is
foremost at all state parks, and
swimming with manatees is
not allowed.

However, the endangered
Florida manatee can be seen
every day at Ellie Schiller Ho-
mosassa Springs Wildlife State
Park. Visitors can go below the
water’s surface to view these
gentle giants from the under-
water observatory in Homo-
sassa’s main spring.

1.5. Can I fly a drone in
a Florida State Park?

Launching and/or land-
ing a drone is prohibited with-
in Florida State Parks except
in very rare circumstances.
The portion of the Florida Ad-
ministrative Code that governs
the operation of Florida State
Parks (Chapter 62D-2.014,
F.A.C.) states:

*(15) Aircraft. No person
operating or responsible for
any aircraft, glider, balloon,
parachute or other aerial appa-
ratus shall cause any such ap-
paratus to take off from or land
in any park except in an emer-
gency when human life is en-
dangered or where a designat-

ed landing facility may exist
on park property.

The Florida Park Serv-
ice includes drones in the cat-
egory of “other aerial appara-
tus.” Currently, we do not have
guest-accessible landing facili-
ties in any Florida state park.

The primary reason for
our very limited occasions of
drone use (i.e., mainly as a
tool for rescue or reviewing ar-
eas impacted by natural disas-
ter) is because our mission as
part of the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection
requires us to take into consid-
eration the preservation of nat-
ural resources.

It has been observed that
nesting birds view drones as
potential predators and are
likely to abandon nests or
avoid otherwise ideal habitat
areas if drones have been regu-
larly spotted in those locations.
We do not want this to occur
within our park conservation
areas, which are intended to
be sanctuaries for our native
wildlife.

1.6. Where can I do met-
al detecting within Florida’s
state parks?

Our statewide park rules,
based on regulations set out
by the Florida Administrative
Code, state that metal detect-
ing is prohibited on all state
park lands, except for coast-
al parks. In these parks, met-
al detecting may occur within
certain beach areas located be-
tween the toe of the dune and
the high-water line, as desig-
nated by the park manager.
Metal detecting in submerged
locations is not permitted.

Objects with historic as-
sociation (anything over 50
years old) are not permitted to
be kept by park visitors, even
if the objects are found in the
areas approved for metal de-
tecting. These objects are ar-
chaeological artifacts, and title
to such is vested in the Florida
Department of State’s Division
of Historical Resources.

If you plan to visit a state
park with a beach, we recom-
mend calling ahead to the park
to inquire if there is any sec-
tion of the beach where you
can do metal detecting and if
there are any restrictions you
should be aware of (i.., can
you dig down to retrieve any
objects you find, etc.). View
our list of all state parks with
beaches. Be aware that a lim-
ited number of these parks
are inland, and their “beach”
is on a lake, river, spring, etc.
Because these are not coastal
parks, metal detecting is not
allowed at these locations.

1.7. If T have lost a per-
sonal item in a state park,
can I use a metal detector to
help me find it?

Metal detectors may be
used to recover personal items
that are specifically identified
by their owner as being lost in
a specific area of a park. The
owner of lost property or their
representative should contact
the park manager who will ar-

A place to grow your
money for a rainy day

Finding a great rate on a CD is nice, but
to get the most from your CDs, you need
a strategy. Get in touch to learn more.

1-year 5

Apopka, FL 32703
407-389-0167

FDI-1867K-A

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

.30

Please contact us if you have $1,000 or more to invest.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/21/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interested accrued but
not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account owner-
ship category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional
information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not
cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yield quoted are
net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest
to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nation-
wide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Kerry D. Lue"en, CFP#® www.edwardjones.com

' Financial Advisor
) 3316 E State Road 436

%

APY*

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

range a time for the search to
be conducted in the presence
of a park staff member. During
these searches, only the item
sought may be kept by the
owner or their representative.

1.8. Are Florida State
Park visitors permitted to
forage, collect or take any
items found within the park?

Per Chapter 62.D,FA.C.,
no person shall destroy, injure,
deface, mar, move, dig, harm-
fully disturb or remove from
any park area, or the waters
thereof, any buildings, struc-
tures, facilities, historic ruins,
equipment, park property, soil,
sand, gravel, rocks, stones,
minerals, marine plants or ani-
mals, artifacts or other materi-
als. No person shall cut, carve,
injure, mutilate, move, dis-
place or break off any water
bottom formation or growth.
Nor shall any person possess,
break off or in any way dam-
age any stalactites, stalagmites
or other cave formations.

This rule means that one
cannot gather firewood/kin-
dling materials; forage for
edibles; or remove plant/ani-
mal items such as driftwood,
leaves/pine needles, feathers/
bones or other animal products
within a state park.

Exceptions to this rule
are made only for research/ac-
ademic study purposes, in cas-
es where a collection permit
has been issued by the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection.

The other exception to
the prohibition regarding col-
lection and removal of items
is if the items are empty sea-
shells, sea glass or shark teeth
found between the water line
and toe of the sand dunes in
coastal parks with beaches.
Seashells with living creatures
in them and live sand dollars
should be left where they are
and not removed.

1.9. Can I ride my elec-
tric-assist bicycle (other-
wise known as an e-bike) on
Florida state trails and trails
within Florida’s state parks?

Electric-assist ~ bicycles/
e-bikes are defined in Florida
Statute as bicycles. They are
therefore permitted for use on
Florida state trails and on trails
designated as multi-use or spe-
cifically intended for bicycles
within Florida’s state parks.

If a trail is designated
for pedestrians or equestrians
only, you may not ride a bi-
cycle or e-bike on that trail.
There may be posted speed
limits on any given trail.

Bicycles and e-bikes may
also be used on paved public
access roads within Florida’s
state parks.

10. Where would I be
permitted to ride my motor-
ized/power-assist recreation-
al scooter?

Motorized  recreational
scooters are not permitted for
use on state trails. Within Flor-
ida State Parks, you may ride
your e-scooter on paved public
access roads but not on side-
walks, boardwalks or trails.

11. Are golf carts per-
mitted for use in Florida

State Parks?

Golf carts and utility ve-
hicles may be driven on pub-
lic access roads within Florida
State Parks that have a speed
limit of less than 30 mph.

All golf cart/utility vehi-
cle operators must:

*Have a valid driver’s li-
cense and follow all rules of
the road (all applicable state
laws and local ordinances).

*Have a vehicle equipped
with working brakes, depend-
able steering, safe tires, a rear-
view mirror, and red reflective
devices (tape) on the front and
rear of the vehicle.

*Drive golf carts/utility
vehicles only during daylight
hours (between sunrise and
sunset) unless the vehicle is
also equipped with headlights,
brake lights, turn signals and a
windshield.

Golf carts/utility vehicles
may not be driven on side-
walks, boardwalks, trails, off-
road, or on service roads off-
limits to park guests.

12. Can I use my ATV/
side-by-side/four-wheeler/
UTV on trails or off-road are-
as within Florida’s state parks?

Florida’s state parks do
not offer any trails or off-road
areas for use by ATVs and
similarly purposed vehicles,
although we do offer trails
designed for hiking on foot,
mountain biking and horse-
back riding.

Utility vehicles that meet
standards also applicable for
golf carts may be driven on
public access roads within
Florida State Parks that have a
speed of less than 30 mph.

13. T use a power-driv-
en mobility device (OPDMD)
due to my mobility disability.
Are there any restrictions on
use of this within Florida State
Parks?

Please see our Wheel-
chairs and Power-Driven Mo-
bility Devices (OPDMD) pol-
icy for information on size,
speed, weight and type restric-
tions for OPDMDs in Florida
State Parks.

Please visit our Accessi-
bility page to learn more about
Florida State Parks’ commit-
ment to accessibility.

14. What is the policy
regarding firearms in Florida
State Parks and Trails?

Concealed or open car-
ry of firearms in Florida State
Parks is governed by Chapter
790, Florida Statutes.

Savannas Preserve State
Park is the only park excep-
tion to the rules described
above. Chapter 258.157,
F.S., states that it is unlawful
for any person, except a law
enforcement or conservation
officer, to have in his or her
possession any firearm while
within the Savannas Preserve
State Park.

Rules about discharg-
ing or the use of weapons are
specified in Chapter 62D-
2.014(10), F.A.C., which states
under the heading “Hunting
and Firearms™:

*Hunting, trapping or the
pursuit of wildlife is prohibit-
ed on all state park property,
except in Reserves, as author-
ized by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission.

15. Is hunting allowed
in Florida State Parks?

Florida’s state parks are
managed as natural systems.
All plant and animal life is
protected in state parks. Lim-
ited hunting with a special per-
mit from the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission is allowed at Rock
Springs Run State Reserve,
Cedar Key Scrub State Re-
serve and the Marshall Swamp
area of the Marjorie Harris
Carr Cross Florida Greenway.

To fully enjoy the expe-
rience of visiting a wilderness
area it is recommended that
you contact the reserves in ad-
vance of your visit.

16. Are alcoholic bever-
ages allowed in the parks?

The only locations with-
in our parks where alcohol can
be consumed by persons age
21 and older are:

**n specially designated
areas such as:

*Areserved overnight ac-
commodation such as a camp-
site, cabin, bungalow, yurt or
lodge room.

*Reserved covered picnic
pavilions, dining halls or rec-
reation halls where the serv-
ing of alcohol has been noted
in the rental contract (such as
for weddings, receptions, re-
unions, etc.).

*In  concessionaire-op-
erated restaurants and lodges
within Florida State Parks li-
censed to provide the sale of
alcohol.

*During state park-sanc-
tioned special events where
entrance and participant age
are carefully monitored.

Consumption of alcohol
is not permitted in public lo-
cations within state parks, in-
cluding beaches, tubing/pad-
dling areas, or first-come first-
served picnicking areas.

17. Are you allowed to
smoke (cigarettes, cigars,
pipes, vapes) in state parks?

In all Florida’s state
parks, we uphold the Florida
Clean Indoor Air Act, which
specifies that you may not
smoke inside enclosed struc-
tures (such as restrooms, cab-
ins, welcome centers, etc.) or
in the doorways immediately
adjacent to these structures.
Smoking is prohibited in cer-
tain designated outdoor areas
that receive heavy public use
within state parks, and prohib-
ited smoking areas are deline-
ated by signage.

In outdoor areas where
smoking is not prohibited, vis-
itors of legal age may smoke.
We ask that cigarette butts and
any other trash/waste materi-
al be completely extinguished
and disposed of in proper trash
containers.

18. Are guests permit-
ted to scatter the crema-
tion ashes of a friend/family
member/pet within a Florida
State Park or state trail?

Florida State Parks does
not have a policy against the
scattering of ashes, but it is re-
stricted to locations where it
will not impact the natural or
cultural resources. We offer
the following guidelines:

*There are no designated
sites for the scattering of ash-
es, but the location you choose
should be away from devel-
oped areas such as parking
lots, trailheads, campgrounds,
picnic areas, visitor centers,
etc. Make sure you are at least
200 feet away from any wa-
ter source (lake, spring, river,
ocean, wetlands, etc.). Do not
scatter ashes in areas where
park visitors are restricted
from going.

*Discretion should be ex-
ercised in spreading ashes; do-
ing so is generally a very pri-
vate moment, and care should
be given not to disturb other
park users. Mornings may be
preferable times for your me-
morial, as afternoons may be
more crowded and afford less
privacy.

*Ashes should be scat-
tered or spread about, not bur-
ied or placed in a pile.

*No markers, cairns, dis-
plays, signs or plaques may be
placed over the ashes.

In certain state parks,
such as Fort Zachary Taylor
Historic State Park, there may
be no locations that are feasi-
ble for a scattering of ashes,
based on the guidelines giv-
en above. Please contact park
management to verify your in-
tended scattering site prior to
visiting the park to see if the
location has any additional re-
strictions or exclusions.

19. Are there any Flori-
da state parks or state trails
that permit the installation
of a memorial bench, plaque
or similar marker?

Permanent  recognition
markers such as signs/plaques,
benches, monuments, etc.,
are prohibited in Florida state
parks and trails unless such a
program has been approved
through the park’s unit man-
agement plan process. Alter-
native means of memorializ-
ing might include donating a
needed item/piece of equip-
ment, making a monetary do-
nation to the state park or its
citizen support organization
(CSO), or participating in an
organized tree-planting ac-
tivity held by the park or a
CSO. Additionally, the CSO
that supports all Florida State
Parks, the Florida State Parks
Foundation, offers a “Plant A
Pine” program.

20. I would like to hold
a memorial service within a
state park and release bal-
loons/floating  candles/can-
dle-lit sky lanterns. Is that
allowed?

Florida State Parks are
the site for many important
family gatherings, and we are
honored that you consider us
as a desired venue. Unfortu-
nately, since there is no way
to guarantee where balloons
and fire-incorporating lan-
terns (either floating on water
or those launched into the air)
may wind up, they risk becom-
ing litter that wildlife may be
caught in or attempt to ingest.

Lanterns also run the risk
of becoming a flammable haz-
ard that may ignite an uncon-
trolled fire. We request that
you look into other options to
commemorate your loved one.
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Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM
- Livestream:

tinyurl. com/ 4ak7933]
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VFW Auxiliary Yard Sale
Sat. & Sun., April 20 and 21.

Donations will be accepted
Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 8-10 a.m.
and from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on Thurs., April 18, or by
appointment. Contact Alice on 407-951-9048
or email aliceboria@gmail.com.

Please: NO clothes, shoes, large appliances,
large furniture or obsolete electronics.

The regular monthly breakfast will be served from
8-10 a.m. with scrambled eggs, saugage, biscuits
& gravy, all you-can-eat pancakes, coffee
and OJ for only $7.

UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR UNCOMMON HEROES®
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N | Perdition Shall Befall the
Pendant

In matters of faith and
morals, we should not be
overly zealous or pedan-
tic. That is, there is no
need to require strict ad-
herence to every minute
rule or regulation, nor is
it necessary to make long
and drawn-out prayers.
Sometimes, the less
said, the better. A short
prayer of contrition or
of thankfulness is more
apt to fit the situation
than a long prayer that
leaves the listeners bored
or fidgeting. It is said
that Muhammad would
Y often shorten his public
prayers if he heard a child
crying, knowing that the
child’s mother must be
distressed by his crying.
Jesus warned against the
kind of “virtue signaling”

Obituaries [ o Sy

Anderson, 85, of Apopka, FL, friend to many and a beloved
formerly of Lake Ronkonkoma,  grandmother to many more.

NY, died Friday, March 15, She was born in Pleasant
2024 surrounded Valley, NY, July
by her children, 22,1938. She held

KEVIN JAMES PETTY, 44, long time resident of Apopka, passed
away on March 19, 2024. Mr. Petty was born on December 28, 1979 in
Orlando. Mr. Petty is survived by his loving wife, Lora “LuLu” Petty of Or-
lando; Mother, Susie Petty of Plymouth; children, Rylee Kay and Axton;
brother, Saul Antunez of Apopka; one sister; as well as 2 grandchildren. David, Debbie and | many  positions
He will be dearly missed by his many loved ones and friends. Ken, along with | and lived by the
her grandson Tyler motto- “if you want
and dear friend of . something done,
the family, Debbie ¢ ! do it yourself".
Tengstedt. She was a cre-

She was the |/ | ative, crafty, car-
devoted and loving ing woman with a
spouse to Richard wonderful  sense
J. Kavanagh who died in 2006.  of humor. She saw the good-
Marilyn, known as Grandma to  ness in everyone and helped
many, was the loving mother  so many believe in themselves.
of David, Kenny, Deb and her A Celebration of her Life will
other daughter, Holly, as well  be held on April 21st details to
as devoted family friend, Deb-  follow. Many thanks to Advent
bie and grandmother of Brian,  Health Hospice- Red Team-
Danny, Katie, Tyler, Alexis, Thank you Eva. In lieu of flow-
Trevor, and Casey and three  ers, a memorial giftin her honor
grandchildren, also survived by  to Advent Health Hospice or
her brother, Richard and sister,  your local SPCA.
Darline and her beloved dog

prayers and public dis-
plays of charitable giving,
saying “when you give
to the needy, do not an-
nounce it with trumpets,
as the hypocrites do,” and
“when you pray, do not
be like the hypocrites, for
they love to pray standing
in the synagogues and on
the street corners to be
seen by others.” (Mat-
thew 6:2, 5 NIV) An-
other way to think about
this is in terms of taking
a moral holiday. The phi-
losopher William James
coined the term “moral
holiday” in opposition to
the strenuous life, that
is the life of the moral
zealot who thinks every
moral rule and regulation
must be adhered to down
to every minute point.
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&J\ Honor Your 'ﬁgy
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out
about our designed Obituaries

and Memorials or visit
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Fire: Permanent fire station construction will cost $4.3 million

ments; and toll roads 429, 414
and 451.

The December 2017 open-
ing of the temporary Fire Station
6 coincided with the opening of
the then-new campus of the Ad-
ventHealth campus, which had
relocated from its Park Avenue,

Continued from page 1A

ern region comprised of Advent-
Health and the Northwest Distri-
bution Center; the communities
of Emerson Park, Breckenridge,
Apopka Woods, Magnolia Park
Estates and Marden Ridge Apart-

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka City Council will
consider an update to the Comprehensive Plan.

ORDINANCE NO. 3029

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, ADOPTING AND
ENACTING A NEW TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN, PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES OR PARTS
OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR
THE VIOLATION THEROF; PROVIDING FOR THE MANNER OF AMENDING
SUCH CODE; AND PROVIDING WHEN SUCH CODE AND THIS ORDINANCE
SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE.

Public Hearing on Ordinance No.
Council Chambers, 120 East Main Street,
the following date and time,
said Amendment:

Planning Commission — Public Hearing:
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 at 5:30 P.M.

3029 will be held in the Apopka
Apopka, Florida 32703 on
or shortly thereafter, to consider

City Council - First Reading:
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.

The proposed update to the Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element
may be inspected by the public at the Apopka City Hall, in the
Community Development Department at 120 East Main Street, Apopka,
Florida between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
Telephone number: 407-703-1712.

All interested parties may appear and be heard with respect to these
hearings. Please be advised that, under State Law, i1if you decide to
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need
a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim
record 1s made, which record includes the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities
needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours
prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Apopka Planning Commission

March 29, 2024 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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Apopka, facility.

On January 3,
ka City Council approved 5-0 to
award Miller Construction Man-
agement a construction manag-
er at risk contract for permanent
Fire Station 6 with the guaranteed
maximum price of $3,677,800

and an added 10-percent contin-

the Apop-

vehicles.

gency for a total of $4,310,580.
The $4.1-million Harmon
Road extension opened in August
2023 to grant better access to Ad-
ventHealth Apopka from the east
as well as to fire and ambulance

The $26.3 million expansion

year.

of AdventHealth Apopka will
bring the campus’ licensed bed
count to 158 and result in the cre-
ation of over 20 high-paying jobs.
AdventHealth is expected to fin-
ish the project by mid-May of this

DeSantis sign legislation to stop
squatters takeovers of homes

By Andrew Powell
The Center Square

Governor Ron De-
Santis signed legislation
Wednesday, March 27, that
he says will end the prob-
lem of squatters taking
over homes in the Sunshine
State.

DeSantis stated that
squatters have taken over
homes in states like New
York and in some cases,
have been murdering the
homeowners when they at-
tempt to evict them from
their properties.

“Today, in the state of
Florida, we say very sim-
ply, what passes muster in
New York and California,
is not passing muster here,”
DeSantis said. “You are not
going to be able to com-
mandeer somebody’s pri-
vate property and expect to
get away with it.”

DeSantis stated that
the “squatters’ scam” is go-
ing to be ended once and for

all. He added that House
Bill 621 would allow
homeowners to quickly and
legally remove a squatter
from their property and in-
crease penalties for those
squatting.

DeSantis added that
because of outdated laws,
squatters knew there was
a long process involved in
getting them removed from
a property and noted that
the legislation would make
this process more efficient.

“What you can do
now if you’re the victim
of squatting, you can sim-
ply fill out a form, give it
to your local sheriff, and
the sheriff is instructed to
go and remove the people
who are inhabiting your
dwelling illegally,” DeSan-
tis said.

DeSantis noted that be-
cause of the new legislation
and the swiftness in which
law enforcement can act,
people will be more reluc-
tant to occupy a dwelling in

Florida illegally.

“You see these trends
that happen in these other
parts of the country, I think
good leadership is looking
and saying ok, we’re not
going to repeat what is go-
ing on in these failed juris-
dictions,” DeSantis said.
“So the Legislature was up
to the task, and then here
today we’re signing this
into law, is going to show
the state of Florida is up to
the task.”

DeSantis stated that
he and the Legislature be-
lieve in the rule of law, and
in private property rights
and added that he thinks it’s
good that people can aspire
to own their own homes,
including those who own
seasonal homes in Florida.

“The squatters’
ends today with my signa-
ture on this piece of legisla-
tion and the state of Flori-
da will be better for it,” De-
Santis said.
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5/ - where food is our passion
g% 5 - e Our sauces are made fresh daily
5‘ g 4L = X e The house salad dressing is made from scratch

m&mm%%

= . . .
Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free.
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. We only use air fryers & convection’ ovens

10% OFF

FOR VETERANS, POLICE,
FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with
any other offer or specials.
Expires MAR. 31,2024

Mon. CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.
11:30AM -10PM
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM - Midnight
Sun. 11:30AM - 8PM

Chffe

Our top Single Miguel Jose
T Enjoy the great Florida Breeze Band
SUN Easter Scotch Eggs, Mini Irish Bangers,
2/1 Mimosas
Wear your bunny ears for a FREE dessert!

F I

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
407-703-8195

f @

[ Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

¢ Only the finest ingredients are used

ipes

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com
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SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZI1.E CAN BE
FOUND ON PAGE 2B
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PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

WAIT UNTIL
YOUTASTEIT

Experience a steak that’s
hand-carved by master butchers,
perfectly aged to maximize
tenderness, and double-trimmed
to remove imperfections. This isn’t
a steak — this is Omaha Steaks.

4
4

4

e~ 4

ZNERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCZ, j

OMAHA STEAKS

S

ORDER NOW! » OmahaSteaks.com/Tastelt2290
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75039SNY

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2, 8 free & oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes
TH038. Stancard S&H sdded per address, Offer svailable while suppias last, Items may ba substtuted due to inventory limitations,
Carnot be combined with other offers. Other rastrictions may apply. Some products may not be availabile for sals in vour anss.
Salas are subjact to OmahaSteaks. comfarms-of-use0S1. Expires (3/31/24. 24M5250 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Protein-Packed Assortment
Butcher's Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
PureGround” Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.) /£
Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z2.)
8 FREE PureGround” Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.

75039SNY separa 13:93
SPECIAL INTR ODUCTDRY PRICE $ l 2 9 43

8 BURGERS FREE




Spring is upon us,
which means it’s time to
review some important
pet safety tips. From
potential hazards in the
garden to pesky pests
and common springtime
cleaning chemicals,
Park Avenue Animal
Hospital offers valuable
safety tips for pets which
will keep them safe both
indoors and out.

+ Spring blooms are
pretty, but some plants
and flowers are poison-
ous to pets. Lilies and
daffodils are extremely
toxic to cats. Just a tiny
amount, a little nibble, or
a lick, can be enough to
cause irreversible kid-
ney damage.

+ Keep your furry
friend off the grass and
away from any treat-
ed areas for at least 24
hours or opt for pet-safe
products.

+ Keep pets away
from seasonal decora-
tions and treats. Poi-
son control centers re-
port a spike in calls
about chocolate poi-
soning around Easter,
and some animals like
to chew on the grass in
Easter baskets, which
can become lodged in
their gastrointestinal
tract.

+ As you do your
spring cleaning, be
mindful of the chemi-
cals in the cleaners you
use around the house.
Many common house-
hold cleaning prod-
ucts can be toxic to
pets, whether ingest-
ed or simply touched by
paws. Products labeled
“natural” doesn’t mean

LETUSTELLYOUR

BUSINESS STORY!
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Park Avenue Animal Hospital offers
Springtime safety tips for your pets

Park Avenue Animal Hospital is a full-service veterinary clinic providing a
variety of services for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, reptiles, and other exotic small

animals. Ready to care for your beloved pet are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. Turgai, Dr.
Nelson, and Dr. Hinton. Not pictured is Dr. Patty.

your pets are free from
harm. Make sure that
you keep pets secure
and away from all clean-
ing substances until they
are dry and out of paws’
reach.

+ Warmer weather
in spring often leads to
an increase in the popu-
lation of fleas, ticks, and
other parasites. These
parasites not only cause
discomfort to pets but
can also transmit poten-
tially serious diseases.

* It’s allergy sea-
son. Just like humans,
your furry friends can be
allergic to the plants and
pollen that come around
in springtime, if your pet
seems to be sneezing or
itching more than usual.

+ Talk to the profes-
sionals at Park Avenue
Animal Hospital about
what options are best to
treat your pet for fleas
and ticks to keep them
safe and receive the
medications they may
need to be more com-
fortable during allergy
season.

While dogs and
cats are by far the most
popular choice for most
pet owners, the doctors
at Park Avenue Animal
Hospital have a special

place in their hearts for
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 60
years of combined quali-
ty veterinary experience,
the doctors at Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital
have gone well beyond
the standard veterinary
education and practice
to further their knowl-
edge of animal care to
include reptiles, rabbits,
ferrets, birds, guinea
pigs, and more. Whether
it's an annual checkup
or a critical emergency,
they are prepared to
handle any situation.

Fully equipped with
diagnostic and surgical
tools to meet practically
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital
can provide reasonably
priced medical and sur-
gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-
ting designed to take the
stress out of visiting your
vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and
behavioral advice are
just some of the services
provided by the doctors
and staff in a beautiful
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.

Whether dog or
cat, ferret or chinchilla,
gecko or bearded drag-
on, parakeet or macaw
(even the occasional
hawk or owl!), at Park
Avenue Animal Hos-
pital, the goal remains
unchanged: to provide
affordable healthcare
for pets without sacrific-
ing quality medical care,
and to provide consis-
tent, reliable informa-
tion for pet owners to
help them make the best
decisions for their pets’
health.

You’'ll find that the
staff at Park Avenue
Animal Hospital think
of their clients and the
people of Apopka as part
of their family. They are
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make
sure that everyone feels
welcome in their clinic.

Park Avenue Ani-
mal Hospital is conve-
niently location at 847
N. Park Avenue (Rock
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule
an appointment or visit
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

I AM THE
GUARDIAN OF
THE NIGHT!

HEY, TURN
THE LIGHT
BACK OFF!
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847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL 407-880-9446

WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

b,

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

« Tree Trimming & Removal ;.
* Landscape Installation ¢

+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321- 689—5866
JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Owner & Insured

Schroeder

Hental
Group)/

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call NowForAnAppomtment 407-886-1611

$20 Exam

Get-Acquainted Special!

* Oral Exam D0150

* 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274
* Cancer Screening

* Gum Disease Screening

Vgl fornew patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer 1
I Riansferable. Please share with your family and friends. Exp. 4/30/24. 1
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New Patients Welcome!

MyApopkaDentist.net

Emergency Appointments Available

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL LM\MS!.]JJ gn, /ZOOM'

EVERYBODY HAS AN OPINION.
WHY NOT SHARE YOURS?
Send a letter to the Editor online
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our Business
Profile program or e-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Helping you is our business!

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY ?

Read Florida’s public notices in this newspaper or online to find out.

Foreclosures

Property Auctions

Ordinances

Notices to Contractors

Warnings to Appear

Bid Notices

Hearing Notices

And More!

g FLORIDA
PUBLIC NOTICES

WWW.ELORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

IT’S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The Apopka Chief Newspaper

www.TheApopkaChief.com | 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka | 407-886-2777 | www.FloridaPublicNotices.com




The Apopka Chief

March 29, 2024, Page 12A

Students prepare to do their best by reading, reading, and reading

-

LSVELL

From Principal Sarasty:
We are in full swing
with prepping all students
to perform at their best for
our final state assessments
in May. Students become
better readers the more
they read and are read to.
No matter what grade lev-
el, this is a valuable use of
time. Please encourage and
read with your child every
night. Below are the areas
for each grade level with
math. It takes us working
together to give our stu-
dents the best opportunity
for success. Let’s Lovell
Up, Wildcats! Game On!

PTA will have a meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 2,
2024.4:30 — 5:30 pm. They
will be having their elec-
tions for next year’s board
at this meeting.

School News:

March 28th, Academic
Night will be on Thursday.

April 1st, Lovell Up
Monday Wear your favor-
ite game shirt and jeans to
show your support in being
ALL IN this year.

April 2nd — 4th & 5th
Grade Writing State As-
sessment.

April 3rd, Paraprofes-
sional Appreciation Day.

April 4th, School Librar-
ian Appreciation Day.

April 8-12, National As-
sistant Principal Week.

April 22nd, Beautifica-

Kindergarten

e Recite numbers to
100 by ones and tens

e Count backwards
within 20.

First Grade

e Count forward and

Second Grade

backward within 120 e Round whole
by ones. numbers from 0 to

e Skip count by 2s to
20 and by 5s to 100.

100 to the nearest 10.

Math to Know

e Locate, order and
compare whole
numbers up to 20

L]
compare whole
numbers up to 100.

Plot order and

e Plot, order and
compare whole
numbers up to 1,000.

Procedural Reliability -
Two one-digit whole
numbers with sums
from 0 to 10 and
related subtractions
facts.

Recall -

Two whole numbers
with sums from 0 to 10
and related subtraction
facts.

Figuring out
Fluency ...

tion Day.

Procedural Reliability -
Two whole numbers

Procedural Reliability -
Two whole numbers
with sums up to 100
and subtract a whole
number from a whole
number, each no larger
than 100.

Recall -
Two whole numbers

with sums from 0 to 20 JEEY with siifsrom0to 20

and related
subtractions facts.

and related subtraction
facts.

MULTIPLICATION!

e Know facts 1-12 QUICKLY
e Understand two and three digit
multiplication

Division

e 3"single digit
e Know what strategy works best
for them

srd_sth

April 24th, Administra-
tive Professional’s Day.

House News:

Congratulations to our

February House winners...
Meraki! Great Job!

Counselor’s Corner:
Character Resiliency
Trait for March is Critical

Thinking. Critical Think-
ing means gathering infor-
mation to think through and
determine the best choice.
We are running a small
food drive for our Food

Pantry. Items needed are,
pasta, oatmeal, rice, cereal,
and macaroni and cheese.
We would be appreciated
any help you could give.

LAKEVILLE

PIEDMONT LAKES

GOMMUNITY
Galabration

The CommUNITY Celebration at
Wekiva High School will take place on
Saturday, April 13, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
This collaborative event is presented by
Wekiva High, Piedmont Lakes Middle, and

mrogo-—=2

ELEMENTARY

Lakeville Elementary.

There will be a wide array of activi-
ties and attractions including complimen-
tary food, interactive games, a petting zoo,
face painting, bounce houses, and DJ mu-

sic. Attendees will get a chance to explore
valuable school and community resourc-
es while indulging in culinary delights
available for purchase from featured food
trucks.

This event serves as a platform to fos-
ter community engagement and showcase
the diverse offerings of the Apopka area.

Wekiva High School is located at 2501
Hiawassee Road, Apopka.

Send us Your News * Email: news@theapopkachief.com

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
AMENDMENTS TO APOPKA LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka proposes to amend
the Code of Ordinances and the Land Development Code of the City of
Apopka, Florida in accordance with Florida Statutes 166.0413(3)(c) to
revise sections as specified within the Ordinance Number 3050 title.
The proposed amendments affect or may affect the use of property,
the development of building and structures, and the development
review process for land located within the jurisdiction of the City
of Apopka, Florida.

Grow Your Business
With Local Advertising

ORDINANCE NO. 3050

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 6, “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES,” OF THE CITY’S CODE
OF ORDINANCES; ADDING DEFINITIONS; ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES,
REQUIREMENTS, AND STANDARDS FOR OBTAINING AN OPEN CONTAINER
PERMIT; SETTING FORTH VENDOR RESPONSIBILITIES; ESTABLISHING
THE DOWNTOWN APOPKA ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT; AMENDING ARTICLE
4, “USE REGULATIONS,” OF THE CITY’'S LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE TO
CLARIFY ALCOHOL SALE RESTRICTIONS FOR MOBILE FOOD VENDORS;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY,
CONFLICTS, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

City of Apopka
Downtown Entertainment District Map
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To speak Wifh ;1 sales rep about the right advertising strategy,
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.
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Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households in
our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an advertising

S Park Ave

Mo e e G ==l | vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation to work for
e S | [mntona i your business with a strategic advertising plan that will help
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build your brand and bring more customers to your door.
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L ] . ) _' , Your Trusted Local News Source
Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3050 will

be held by the City of Apopka Planning Commission its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, April 9, 2024
beginning at 5:30 P.M.; and by the City of Apopka City Council at
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
April 17, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. AND Wednesday, May 1, 2024
beginning at 1:30 P.M.

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777
ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

LET US TELL

Interested parties may appear at this meeting and be heard with
respect to the proposed ordinance. The proposed ordinance 1is
available in the City Clerk’s office for inspection.

Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a
decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a record
of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance
to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone:
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

YOUR BUSINESS STORY!

(all 407-886-27717 to find out about our Business Profile
program or e-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Helping you is our business!

Apopka Planning Commission
Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

March 29, 2024
April 19, 2024

Publish: The Apopka Chief 176117
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