
The Apopka Chris-
tian Ministerial Alliance 
(ACMA) in partnership 
with Mayor Bryan Nelson 
is once again bringing the 
Apopka Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast to the commu-
nity. 

The event will take 
place on the National Day 
of Prayer, Thursday, May 
2, 6:30-8:30 a.m., at the 
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building, 519 S. 
Central Ave., Apopka.  

The event plans to in-
clude an open breakfast 
buffet from 6:30 to 7 a.m., 
immediately followed by 
a formal program involv-

ing prayers led by various 
community leaders, musi-
cal performances, and an 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City Council decided to 
table the vote on authorizing a renewed 
recreation facility use agreement with Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10147, 
over the use of the Apopka Community 
Center. 

The City Council had on its Wednes-
day, April 3, agenda the vote to authorize 
a renewed recreation facility use agree-
ment but moved that vote to its Wednes-
day, April 17 meeting.  

Had the recreation facility use agree-
ment been authorized for renewal, it would 
have replaced the current management 
agreement between the VFW and the city 
and go into effect 90 days after the city 
sends the VFW a notice of the previous 
agreement’s termination. 

This proposed recreational facility use 
agreement would provide the following for 
the VFW: they would continue to get to use 
the facility to conduct VFW business and 

meetings at no charge, get paid a $15 hour-
ly rate for use of VFW equipment during 
third party rentals, and be able to set up the 
VFW bar for any VFW uses or events or 
fundraisers, so long as they maintain their 
proper license and insurance and follow 
any of the city alcohol guidelines for the 
facility. 

As part of the proposed agreement, the 
city would provide all facility operations 
including staffing the building for custom-
er service functions and rentals, and on site 
during the events. The city would continue 
facility maintenance, upkeep, and utilities. 

In calendar year 2022, the facility 
generated a total revenue of $35,744.50. 
In 2023, that number increased to around 
$57,000. Under the current agreement, the 
revenue splits between the city and the 
VFW, with the city getting 6 percent and 
the VFW getting 40 percent. 

According to Radley Williams, city 
parks and recreation director, the city is 
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City working on use of VFW 
recreation facility agreement

Elzbieta Weron of 
DeLand, one of dozens 
of artists who will feature 
their work at the 62nd an-
nual Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival during the 
last weekend of April, re-
ferred to herself as a “late 
bloomer” in the photogra-
phy world. 

“I’m a late bloomer, 
coming to photography 
about 18 years ago, as a re-
sult of searching new ways 
of reinventing myself after 
suffering a midlife crisis,” 
she said in a statement. 
“My first encounter with 
a camera dates as early as 
childhood when inspired 

by the photography book 
‘Eye to Eye.’ I grabbed 
my parents’ camera and 
spent the whole summer 
vacation capturing close-
up photographs of insects 
and flowers. Unfortunate-
ly, my dream of becoming 
a photographer got shut-
tered by the fact that the 
camera I was using did not 
contain any film.”

Her second attempt 
at photography was at 21 
years of age, when as a bi-
ology student, she got her-
self a Russian-made Ze-
nith camera. 

“(I) used slide film; I 
got back to take close up 

pictures of fauna and flora. 
This part of my photogra-
phy work was more docu-
mentary than artistic,” she 
said.  

The self-taught pho-
tographer is the recipi-
ent of multiple art show 
awards in New Jersey, 
Maine and Florida.

Weron was named 
the 2008 and 2009 Pho-
tographer of The Year by 
the Polish Nature Photog-
raphers Union in Krakow, 
Poland. In 2016, the Pol-
ish Nature Photographers 
Union awarded her first 
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Elzbieta Weron of DeLand, seen here on a photography shoot, will be one of 
dozens of artists whose work will be featured at the 62nd annual Apopka Art 
and Foliage Festival during the last weekend of April.

Self-described ‘late 
bloomer’ in photography 
is Apopka festival artist

Apopka Historical Society 
hosts Women’s History 
Month event at museum

The 62nd Apopka Art and Foliage Fes-
tival, which showcases the work of juried 
artisans and crafters, and top foliage grow-
ers from Central Florida, will be held at 
Kit Land Nelson Park. 35 S. Park Ave., in 
Apopka on Saturday, April 27 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m., and Sunday, April 28 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is free.

Applications are now available for art-
ists and crafters who wish to enter the fes-
tival. Visit apopkaartandfoliagefestival.org 
for further details and applications. 

62nd Apopka Art and Foliage 
Festival scheduled for April 27-28
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Apopka City Commissioner Diane Velazquez (l) reflects on her career as an inves-
tigator for the NYPD as local artist Delia Miller (r) and the audience listens dur-
ing the Apopka Museum’s Women’s History Month event held at the museum on 
Thursday, March 28. 

The Apopka Histori-
cal Society hosted a special 
event in honor of Wom-
en’s History Month featur-
ing city of Apopka Com-
missioner Diane Velazquez 
and local artist Delia Miller 
at the Apopka Museum on 
Thursday, March 28. The 
event centered around the 
theme of advocating for di-

versity, equity and inclu-
sion, highlighting the re-
markable contributions of 
women in various careers.

Commissioner Di-
ane Velazquez captivated 
the audience with her jour-
ney, from her career as an 
investigator with the New 
York Police Department to 
her appointment as the first 

Hispanic Commissioner 
for the city of Apopka. She 
shared insights into her ex-
periences breaking barriers 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of representation and 
leadership in promoting di-
versity and inclusion within 
communities.

On Monday, April 1, Orange County’s 
Tourist Development Tax Application Re-
view Committee (ARC) opened its appli-
cation window for capital grants from $2 
million to $15 million and will accept ap-
plications through April 30. 

The funding window for capital grants 
is from fiscal year 2024 through fiscal year 
2028 (October 1, 2024 – September 30, 
2028). 

The ARC reviews grant applications 
and makes recommendations to the Tour-
ist Development Council, with the final de-
cision being made by the Orange County 
Board of County Commissioners. The ap-
plications and supporting materials will be 
accepted through the United Arts Grants 
Portal at shorturl.at/fhjBI. 

To be considered, qualified applicants 
must meet the minimum requirements list-
ed below. A complete list of requirements 
is included with the grant application.

*The capital project grant request 
should be for a dollar amount in excess 
of $2 million and up to and including $15 
million toward a project for the acquisition, 
construction, expansion, enlargement, ren-
ovation, and equipping of eligible facili-
ties.

*The requested project funding must 
be for one or more fiscal years from Octo-
ber 1, 2024, through September 30, 2028.

The project must meet the statuto-
ry guidelines for the Tourist Develop-

County accepting capital 
grant applications 
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It has been an excit-
ing spring already for some 
of our young scholars in 
Apopka.

Over spring break, stu-
dents from Dream Lake 
Elementary participated in 
the Global Amazing Shake 
Competition in Atlanta, 
GA. This competition is 
hosted by the acclaimed 
Ron Clark Academy.

The academy is very 
well known in the educa-
tion field and has received 
national and international 
recognition for creating a 
loving and dynamic learn-
ing environment for 4th-8th 
graders that promotes aca-
demic excellence and lead-
ership.

The Amazing Shake 
is a competition that em-
phasizes teaching students 
manners, discipline, re-

spect and professional con-
duct. These young students 
are literally taught how to 
“work a room,” just like an 
adult. They understand how 
to give a proper handshake, 
look adults in the eye when 
talking and how to give a 
successful interview. It’s 
quite remarkable to see 
these kids in action.

This is not the first 
time Dream Lake has sent 
students to Atlanta for the 
competition. They went last 

year and upon their return, 
I invited them to a school 
board meeting to recognize 
them. We had the students 
greet guests in the board-
room and all the adults who 
interacted with them were 
amazed at the young stu-
dents’ poise.

The theme of this 
year’s competition was 
“Explore Atlanta.” The stu-
dents were able to visit the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Na-
tional Historic Park, the 
Georgia Aquarium, and the 
Varsity, which is a local, 
very well-known restau-
rant in the area. (My hus-
band has to have their chili 
cheese dog every time we 
drive through Atlanta!)

Eleven 4th and 5th 
grade students from Dream 

POLK COUNTY, Fla.—
Today, Governor De-

Santis was joined by the Flor-
ida Department of Transpor-
tation (FDOT) to announce 
expedited construction time-
lines for several “Moving 
Florida Forward” infrastruc-
ture projects, including the 
widening of I-4 in Osceola 
and Polk counties and the 
Poinciana Parkway Connec-
tor Project in Osceola Coun-
ty. Thanks to Governor De-
Santis’ priorities, these proj-
ects are commencing 10–
20 years ahead of schedule. 
 “Under my watch, Flor-
ida’s Department of Trans-
portation will be solely fo-
cused on transporting peo-
ple, unlike the federal gov-
ernment’s politicization of 

our national Department of 
Transportation,” said Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis. “And be-
cause of this approach, Flori-
da’s major transportation up-
grades are fully funded and 
ahead of schedule, by de-
cades. We listen to the people 
of Florida, and we deliver.” 
 “Thanks to Governor 
DeSantis’ bold vision, the 
Moving Florida Forward 
projects along I-4 will pro-
vide a tremendous number 
of improvements for nearly 
200,000 travelers who have 
been anxiously waiting for 
congestion relief as com-
muter, tourist, and freight 
traffic grows in Central 
Florida,” said Florida De-
partment of Transportation 
Secretary Jared W. Perdue, 

P.E. “Transportation needs 
to be about the movement of 
people and goods over po-
litical ideologies. I’m grate-
ful we have a Governor and 
Legislature who are focused 
on delivering actual infra-
structure that improves Flo-
ridians’ quality of life.”   
 These I-4 Moving Flor-
ida Forward projects will be 
constructed as multiple proj-
ect segments to widen 14.7 
miles of I-4 in Osceola and 
Polk counties from six to 
ten lanes, including through 
managed express lanes for 
motorists seeking to travel 
further distances, which re-
duces congestion for all mo-

I have a Banana tree 
in my back yard that has 
taught me more about per-
severance than many peo-
ple. It started out as just a 
little thing (I do not even 
know where it came from).  
Unfortunately, I am not 
much of a gardener, so I did 
not expect it to last long, 
but now it has grown into a 
pretty large tree despite my 
lack of expertise in foliage 
care. At first, I knew that 
the first cold snap would 
do it in and I was not re-
ally concerned. It dropped 

into the low 30’s and as I 
watched that pitiful little 
tree turn brown and droop 
all the way down, I made 
plans to gather it up and put 
it into the trash, but after 
a day of sunshine that tree 

had a little green left and it 
seemed to pick up and lift 
its limbs toward the sun. 

Again, the chilly 
night seemed determined 
to wreak havoc on the lit-
tle tree, and again I gave a 
passing thought to trashing 
it in the morning. Amazing-
ly, after struggling through 
a multitude of chilly nights, 
the tree made it and was 
actually growing! Now, I 
look out of my office win-
dow and watch the little 
“Lady Finger” bananas 
growing and ripening in the 

springtime warmth. 
It caused me to look at 

my past and think about the 
times I would have given 
up and just quit had it not 
been for the sunshine and 
warmth of someone’s love. 
It takes a special someone 
to give a part of their life 
to shine, so someone else 
can feel the desire to take 
another step up and over-
come the fear of life, “in 
the cold.” 

There are many, many 
people in the world that 
have already given up and 

are just waiting for the 
“trashman” to pick them up 
and carry them away. They 
are like that little banana 
tree, their limbs are down, 
their attitude is one of de-
feat, and it seems as if the 
end has come. There are 
people that are preparing to 
gather them up and get rid 
of them because you see, 
they have quit believing, 
and have given up, too. 

As a society brought 
together by uniting as one 
people, we should be able 
to see those that are suf-

fering from the cold of cir-
cumstances and surround 
them with the sunshine of 
our love and concern. We 
need to look out for the oth-
er person and seek his or 
her well-being. I love my 
nation, and I feel as though 
I am as patriotic as anyone, 
but in a combat situation 
my focus was not on the 
“Star Spangled Banner,” it 
was not on the thought of 
marching bands with peo-
ple waving small flags and 

Giving up is not the answer to solving problems that now nationally exist
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You only live once, so 
lick the bowl!

Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper,
but the one who confesses and renounces them 

finds mercy. — Proverbs 28:13

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
The 17th annual Apopka Health 
and Fitness Fest will be held Sat-
urday, April 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Kit 
Land Nelson Park, 10 N. Forest Ave., 
Apopka, and will include free health 
screenings, cooking demos, exercise 
and safety demos, refreshments and 
more. For information, contact 407-
703-1640 or 407-703-1642.

Justices approved the ballot 
initiatives for abortion rights and 
marijuana, decisions that could 
undermine Republican efforts on 
the issues so far. 

UF writer gives opinion about 
Florida Supreme Court decisions 

affecting the election
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Gov. Ron DeSantis announces road projects
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Melissa Byrd

By Serra Sowers, 
Fresh Take Florida
GAINESVILLE, Fla. – 

Back-to-back decisions by Flor-
ida’s Supreme Court on Monday al-
lowing voters to decide on separate 
issues at the ballot box whether to 
prohibit the state government from 
setting limits on abortion rights and 
legalize recreational marijuana will 
supercharge November’s upcoming 
election.

Important questions about who 
benefits the most – and how each 
political party will strategize on the 
issues – were already playing out, 
just hours after the momentous de-
cisions by the court. Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump was mysteri-
ously silent on the issue after the 
rulings.

“Florida is in play,” Nikki 
Fried, the state chair of the Demo-
cratic Party, wrote in a social media 
post.

Justices approved the ballot ini-
tiatives for abortion rights and mar-
ijuana, decisions that could under-
mine Republican efforts on the is-
sues so far. Those important issues 
were widely expected to boost turn-
out among voters who feel strongly 
about both matters.

The abortion issue could be mo-
tivating for suburban women, a key 
voting group. The marijuana issue 
could boost turnout among young 
voters, who traditionally skew to-
ward Democrats.

In a victory for Gov. Ron De-
Santis and Republicans, the court 
also ruled 6-1 Monday that priva-
cy rights spelled out in Florida’s 
constitution do not conflict with an 
abortion ban imposed by the Leg-
islature and signed by the governor 
for women pregnant more than 15 
weeks. The justices noted that their 
ruling also will allow a newer Flor-
ida ban on abortions after six weeks 
– one of the strictest bans in the 
U.S. – to take effect in 30 days.

But the ballot decisions from 
the court mean that, in Novem-
ber, voters could roll back the new 
limits on abortions in Florida just 
months after they take effect. They 
also could legalize marijuana in the 
Sunshine State beyond medical use.

Democrats predicted they 
would benefit most, after Republi-
cans trounced them here in the 2022 
elections and the GOP has main-
tained an edge on the numbers of 
registered voters. Lower than ex-
pected turnout, especially in South 
Florida, hurt Democrats during the 
midterms and helped DeSantis win 
re-election by the largest margin in 
40 years.

Nationally, Democrats said 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning abortion rights protec-
tions limited expectations of a red 
wave of Republican election victo-
ries in 2022 outside Florida.

“Our private medical decisions 
are none of the government’s busi-
ness,” said Lauren Book, the Senate 
Democratic leader. “Our freedom 
is on the line, and the situation has 
never been more urgent.”

The Republican political strate-
gist Ana Violeta Navarro-Cárdenas 
said the dual policy issues on abor-
tion rights and marijuana were each 
important: “Collectively, they could 
be game-changers,” she said.

“FL just got far more competi-
tive,” she added.

The former Republican consul-
tant, Rick Wilson of Tallahassee, 
said Republicans will need to spend 
more money to win results in the 
state: “Florida just got a lot more 
expensive for the GOP,” he said.

Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, the 
former U.S. House member running 
against Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., said 
the six-week abortion ban was dan-
gerous and that it bans abortions be-
fore most women even know they 
are pregnant. “This November, re-
productive rights are on the ballot,” 
she said.

The House speaker, Rep. Paul 
Renner, spelled out how Republi-
cans will urge voters to keep Flori-
da’s tough abortion limits in place. 
Renner said the GOP will present 
the abortion ballot initiative as one 
that would “legalize full-term abor-
tion for any reason.”

“We are confident that when the 
people of Florida learn what this 
amendment does, they will vote 

See BALLOT Page 4A



looking to improve the 
Apopka Community Cen-
ter’s facility operations and 
provide management over-
sight of the building, re-
lieve the burden of day-to-
day rental operations from 
the VFW while still provid-
ing the VFW the use at the 
facility for their VFW busi-
ness fundraiser events, and 
increase usage of the under-
performing facility. 

“We never wanted to 
outlay that the city was 
looking to push the VFW 
out of the building,” Wil-
liams said to the City Coun-
cil. “The goal is to take the 
city facility, try and im-
prove some of the custom-
er service and some of the 
rentals that we can get into 
that facility, but still pro-
vide the VFW the space for, 
to be the home for the VFW 
at no charge. And allow 
them to continue to build 
their services.”

The city’s annual utili-
ty operating expense for the 
Apopka Community Center 
is around $55,000, not in-
cluding current staff time. 

Since the Apopka 
Community Center opened 
in 2005, the city of Apop-
ka has held a long-standing 
relationship with the VFW 

for the use and operation of 
the facility, with the VFW 
using the building as the 
home of Post 10147. In re-
turn, the VFW has provid-
ed management and oper-
ational services for all pri-
vate rentals at the facility. 

In 2015, the manage-
ment agreement was cre-
ated between the VFW and 
the city, and the agreement 
was updated in 2020. As 
part of the current agree-
ment, the city is to handle 
all facility rental bookings, 
all fee collections, and pro-
vide all facility utilities, 
while the VFW is respon-
sible for providing staff to 
show the facility to poten-
tial renters, staffing the fa-
cility for all third-party 
rentals, providing bar ser-
vices as the sole provider 
of such services, and giving 
the city a yearly calendar of 
all VFW events to be held 
at the facility. 

The current agreement 
also provides facility use 
for VFW-sanctioned events 
at no charge and a 40 per-
cent revenue share of all 
third-party facility rent-
al revenue collected by the 
city. The VFW is entitled to 
keep all revenue from bar 
services rendered to a third-
party renter, according to 
city documents. 
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City: Goal is to improve some of customer service, etc.
Before Williams’  

presentation, VFW Post 
10147 Commander Ander-
son told the City Council 
the VFW is seeking a return 
to a 10-year contract that 
he signed with Mayor Bry-
an Nelson. The VFW and 
the city are currently in the 
contract’s sixth year. 

“What we’re look-
ing for is that the contract 
that I signed with Mayor 
Nelson was a 10-year con-
tract,” Commander Ander-
son said. “We would like to 
propose that we go back to 
this contract, which we are 
presently under, for anoth-
er six years because it was 

a 10-year contract. And we 
continue to bring in the 40 
percent for the VFW and 
we would still allow the 
city to have the 60 percent. 
We would like to go back 
to making the contracts be-
tween the VFW – between 
who rents the building and 
the VFW.”

451 Commerce Park plat
The City Council ap-

proved 5-0 the plat for 451 
Commerce Park, which 
creates two lots on an es-
timated 22 acres for ware-
house development. Lot 1 
is 13.555 acres, and Lot 2 is 
8.470 acres. 

The location is 550 and 
650 Marshall Lake Road 
and is one for light industri-
al with a future land use of 
industrial. 

The owner on record 
is Arrowrock IV 451 LLC. 
The applicant on record is 
Jeffrey D. Hofius for Lead-
ing Edge Land Services. 

This plat also dedicates 
cross access easement, wa-
ter easement, force main 
easement, and an infiltra-

tion pond easement. 
Access is proposed via 

Marshall Lake Road. 
This plat is consis-

tent with the Major Devel-
opment Plan that the City 
Council approved on Au-
gust 3, 2022, and the Con-
struction Site Plan that 
the Development Review 
Committee approved on 
January 4, 2023.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief



Lake competed against 
364 other students from 
29 states in the U.S., and 
3 other countries, includ-
ing Canada, Honduras and 
Germany.

The competition has a 
total of eight rounds. After 
the first two rounds, a par-
ticipant had to earn their 
spot to continue in the com-
petition. Tyson Williams, 
one of the 5th-grade stu-
dents, surpassed other 4th - 
8th grade competitors from 
public, private and charter 
schools.

“Tyson successful-
ly competed in 7 out of 8 
rounds, where in the 7th 
round of debate he met the 
capacity of his prepara-
tion,” Principal Carol-Ann 
Martin shared with me.

Tyson’s overall final 
ranking in the entire com-
petition was ninth. He is the 
youngest, highest-ranking 

participant, from a pub-
lic elementary school. We 
are so incredibly proud of 
him and his great showing 
in this competition and for 
representing his school and 
town so well.

This is a wonder-
ful example of the unique 
and powerful opportuni-
ties our students are given 
in Orange County Public 
Schools. Our school district 
has embraced the teachings 
of the Ron Clark Academy 
and many of the techniques 
and principles are seen 
throughout our elementary 
and middle schools in our 
district.

The academy is a dem-
onstration school where 
educators can visit and en-
gage in excellent profes-
sional development by ob-
serving best practices and 
participating in hands-on 
workshops. The educators 
then bring the knowledge 
home and share it with 

their home school. OCPS 
has sent several educators 
to Atlanta for this experi-
ence and the results we see 
in our schools after are tre-
mendous.

Teachers from Clay 
Springs Elementary who 
recently visited the acade-
my shared with me that the 
trip “re-ignited their pas-
sion” in teaching and they 
came back on fire for their 
work. It is truly a career-
changing trip for our teach-
ers.

Dream Lake Elemen-
tary is a school that has ful-
ly embraced the Amazing 
Shake competition and the 
Ron Clark Academy teach-
ings and the students are 
benefiting from it. Congrat-
ulations on a fantastic trip 
and thank you to the staff 
and parents of Dream Lake 
for supporting our young 
students for an experience 
they surely won’t forget!
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Byrd: DLE 5th grader outstanding

torists. 
The projects will also 

widen all road shoulders for 
emergency evacuations and 
rework interchanges to re-
duce backups and queue-
ing along ramps. Projects 
will break ground in a ca-
dence beginning this fall. 
 An additional project, 
the Poinciana Parkway Con-
nector project, will also be 
constructed to fill a critical 
2.6-mile roadway through a 
heavily traveled portion of 
Osceola County, connecting 
I-4, SR 429/Western Belt-
way, and the existing SR 
538/Poinciana Parkway. 

Prior to today’s an-
nouncement, the project 
was unfunded and was es-
timated to begin in 2034 at 
the earliest. As announced 
today, FDOT has expedit-
ed its delivery schedule to 
phase the project, by incor-
porating 65 percent of the 

work into a portion of these 
I-4 projects that will break 
ground later this year and 
the remaining work in 2028. 
 House Bill 1301, passed 
this session, provides FDOT 
with the remaining author-
ity to complete the Moving 
Florida Forward Infrastruc-
ture Initiative.

Additionally, the bill 
cements Florida’s transpor-
tation priorities in state law 
to focus on reducing conges-
tion, supporting the supply 
chain, promoting Florida’s 
quality of life, and spending 
transportation dollars wisely. 

This is in stark con-
trast to the Biden’s adminis-
tration’s continued politici-
zation of transportation. The 
bill puts infrastructure over 
ideology. Specifically, it:

*Institutes public meet-
ing and voting requirements 
on all local and regional 
planning and transit agen-
cies seeking to reduce trav-
el lanes and force people’s 

behavior out of car usage or 
ownership.

*Increases accountabil-
ity of public transit agencies 
through transparency and re-
porting requirements on the 
overhead and administrative 
costs of public transit agen-
cies.

*Prohibits the use of 
state funds to illegally tint 
and wrap transit vehicles 
with political messages, 
like transgender symbology.

*Expands the areas 
of the state eligible for lo-
cal and rural transportation 
funding to close funding 
gaps in fiscally constrained 
communities, including sev-
eral communities in Flori-
da’s heartland.

*Invests $15 million 
annually to Florida’s inland 
ports and intermodal logis-
tics centers to ensure that 
goods received at seaports 
can be shipped and stored 
throughout the state.

Continued from page 2A

FDOT: Area I-4 road project funded

calling out their heartfelt 
thanks for my being in the 
Armed Forces. It was on 
the buddy next to me and 
how I could protect him, 
and his was on me. If one 
of us fell, the other could be 
overrun and killed. 

You wonder why we 
greet each other with a 
handshake, or sometimes 
a hug; it comes from the 
special bond that grows 
from experiences we have 
shared. 

Why, as Americans, 
can we not choose to come 
together to overcome those 
who have decided to di-
vide us!? Those who are 
not willing to give of them-
selves to protect our Ameri-
can way of life and our na-
tion should not be eligible 
for protection from break-
ing the law, by our Consti-
tution. 

It is strange how these 

rabble-rousers use our Con-
stitutional rights for their 
anti-American rants and 
raves but then turn around 
and promote its destruction. 
Something stinks! The only 
other Democracy in the 
East is one of our greatest 
allies, the tiny nation of Is-
rael and, as Americans, we 
should be united in our sup-
port for them. 

We see anti-Israel 
demonstrations and pro-
Hamas demonstrations 
popping up all over, and I 
wonder just how much they 
are being paid for their in-
volvement. They surely are 
not doing this as American 
citizens. 

The United States of 
America has always sup-
ported Israel and has stood 
behind her. She has been a 
boon to our efforts to weed 
out and find the perpetra-
tors of 911 and to bring 
them to justice, (now be-
ing released from their jus-

tice served by this admin-
istration). We need to unite 
as one people and realize 
that we are separate from 
the rest of the world in our 
doctrines, policies, and our 
Constitutional rights. 

If you are not a Unit-
ed States citizen, you are 
not covered by our Consti-
tution! Our Constitution-
al Republic is decided by 
Democratic principles but 
not by mob rules. If you 
want to protest Israel, move 
to Iran, but we will not be 
separated from our Ameri-
can Brothers and Sisters by 
your fanatical rhetoric, or 
your demented hatred for 
our great nation, and her al-
lies. 

We choose to be to-
gether in our efforts to see 
our “Banana tree” (Israel) 
grow and to protect all her 
fruit as they grow. With 
the sunshine of our love 
and concern; they WILL 
GROW!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Mob rules are not answer
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

no,” Renner wrote on social media.
Florida’s Republican attorney 

general, Ashley Moody, said the 
two ballot initiatives will be con-
fusing to voters. “We maintain that 
it will be an uphill battle to educate 
them,” she said.

The state’s deputy solicitor gen-
eral made the same argument to 
justices in February during oral ar-
guments in the case in Tallahas-
see. Chief Justice Carlos Muñiz 
shot down the argument during that 
hearing, saying, “The people of 
Florida aren’t stupid, they can fig-
ure this out.”

The political fight was already 
underway: The campaign direc-

tor for the group that pushed for the 
abortion rights initiative, Lauren 
Brenzel, said early warnings from 
Republicans that it would allow for 
very late term abortions was “an ab-
solutely ludicrous claim.”

The language on the ballot said 
voting yes would prohibit any law 
that would prohibit, penalize, delay 
or restrict abortion before viability 
or when necessary to protect the pa-
tient’s health.

This story was produced by 
Fresh Take Florida, a news service 

of the University of Florida College 
of Journalism and Communica-

tions. The reporter can be reached 
at serrasowers@

freshtakeflorida.com. 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

Continued from page 2A

Ballot: Language will be confusing

EVERYBODY HAS AN OPINION. 
WHY NOT SHARE YOURS?

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks
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Emergency Services 
Available After Hours
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Zellwood, FL 
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

352.729.2507
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Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507
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Lawn Maintenance
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Apartment
Renovators, LLC.

Increase The Value Of Your Home!

QUALITY PAINTING & DRY WALL SPECIALISTS

Specializing In
CONDOS - SINGLE FAMILY HOMES - 

APARTMENTS

- INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
- HOME REPAIRS
- CARPET CLEANING
- PRESSURE WASHING
-  HOUSE PAINTING
- DRYWALL SERVICES

Special
Offer

EXTERIOR PAINT
& POWER WASH

SAVE UP TO 50%
Licensed - Insured - References

SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!

407-731-1547
CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE ESTIMATEAPARTMENTRENOVATORSLLC@GMAIL.COM

QUALITY WORK
PROFESSIONAL

RESULTS

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

LOW PRICES - QUALITY WORK!

Apartment
Renovators, LLC.

Increase The Value Of Your Home!

Are You Too Busy?
NEED HELP?

Apartment Renovators
Can Help!

Multi-Housing Maintenance Specialists
Move Out - Move In

Painting - Stucco Drywall Repairs

MOVE-IN YOUR RESIDENCE TONIGHT!
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Call Apartment Renovators, Inc.
407-731-1547

Or Reach us by E-Mail at
apartmentrenovatorsllc@gmail.com

Neat and Complete!
Licensed - Insured - A/C Certifi ed

Member of Apartment Association of Orlando
15 Years of Service in the Multi-Housing Industry

Uniformed Personnel

• Maintenance Services 
• Punch Outs / Upgrades
• Custom Interior Painting
• Texture Walls
• Preventative Maintenance

•A/C Coil Cleaning - Filter Replacement
• (Quantity Pricing)
• Water Saver - Conservation Projects
• Capitol Improvements - Rehab Projects
• Pressure Washing Roof Cleaning

Fri., April 5, 2024 thru 
Sun., April 7, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

VALUE DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SATURDAY MORNING KID FLICKS
SELECT MOVIES $2

* FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY

THE FIRST OMEN (R) 11:50A; 
1:00; 4:10; 6:40; 7:10; 10:10
DUNE: PART TWO (PG-13) 
12:00; 3:50; 6:00; 9:50
GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN 
EMPIRE (PG-13) 12:10*; 1:40**; 
4:30*; 4:40**; 7:40; 10:40
MONKEY MAN (R) 12:20; 
3:00**; 3:10*; 3:40; 7:00; 9:40; 
10:20 
KUNG FU PANDA 4 (PG) 12:50*; 
2:00**; 3:20*; 4:30** 7:20; 10:00
SOMEONE LIKE YOU (PG) 1:10; 
4:00; 6:50
GODZILLA X KONG: THE NEW 
EMPIRE (PG-13) 12:10**; 1:20*; 
3:10**; 4:20*; 7:30; 9:30; 10:30
KID: DORA AND THE LOST CITY 
OF GOLD (PG) 11:00A**
KID: H0P(PG) 11:30A**

Regal Forever Favorites! 
$5 select movies at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

1st matinee on Thursdays! 

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Subscribe now!

place in the landscape category. 
Weron won third place for the 

multimedia show “A sio” at the 
ninth International Wildlife Film 
and Photography Festival in Torun, 
Poland; and third place – again for 
the multimedia show “A sio” – at 
the 12th International Nature Pho-
tography Festival.

“Today, my mission is to por-
tray ordinary/common objects in 
the light provided by unusual cir-

cumstances,” she said. “Every pho-
tograph is a result of both physical 
and emotional journey that starts 
with grabbing the camera, trying 
to free myself from the routine of 
everyday life, preconceptions, and 
temptation to follow actual trends 
in hope of capturing extraordinary 
moments, to save them into raw 
images and later conveying them 
to viewers through post-process-
ing and printing. My recent work is 
concentrated on showing the beau-
ty of Central Florida cypress trees. 

I prefer to take pictures in the soft 
light of early mornings, I love the 
occasional feast of color of the pre-
dawn sky, and dream of foggy days 
at the lake.”

Her group exhibits include the 
Museum of Earth of The Polish 
Academy of Science’s “In the Col-
orful World of the Rocks and Can-
yons of Arizona and Utah” in 2010 
at the Nowa Huta Cultural Cen-
tre in Krakow, Poland; and Asso-
ciation of Polish Nature Photogra-
phers’ “Colours of the World Wild-

life” in 2009, 2010, 2016 and 2017.
Weron co-authored the follow-

ing publications: “Great Destina-
tions NJ” (2008), “In the Colorful 
World of The Rocks and Canyons 
of Arizona and Utah” (2010), “Rut-
ting Season in Wolf Mountains” 
(2017), and the Association of Pol-
ish Nature Photographers album 
“Visions of Nature” (2020). 

Weron’s website is eweron.
com. Selected photographs are also 
for sale at elzbieta-weron.finearta-
merica.com/.

Continued from page 1A

Weron: She co-authored four photography books

inspirational message. 
This year’s keynote 

speaker is Timothy Barton, 
president of WallBuild-
ers, a national pro-family 
organization that presents 
America’s forgotten history 

and heroes, with an empha-
sis on our religious, moral, 
and constitutional heritage. 

Table reservations and 
single ticket purchases can 
be made on the ACMA 
website at acmaonline.org 
now while tables and seats 
are available. Single tickets 

are $35 each. Tables can be 
reserved at differing spon-
sorship levels, each with 
various benefits: $400 for 
Bronze, $700 for Silver, 
and $1,200 for Gold (note: 
Gold Sponsorships include 
two tables). 

The Apopka Mayor’s 

Prayer Breakfast is an an-
nual gathering of munici-
pal, county, and state lead-
ers as well as businesses, 
churches, non-profits, and 
individuals of the Apopka 
area community to unite on 
the common values of faith 
and prayer. 

Prayer: Event unites community members, groups, 
leaders on common values of faith and prayer
Continued from page 1A For more information 

about the event itself, table 
registrations, and/or single 
ticket sales, visit acmaon-
line.org or call the ACMA 
administrator Pastor Joe 
Bankson at 407-462-7742. 



2. 
Dr. Mañon brings near-

ly two decades of experi-
ence to this role, serving as 
a dynamic physician lead-
er and knowledgeable and 
compassionate patient care 
provider at Orlando Health 
Cancer Institute since 2005.

He is currently chair-
man of the Department of 
Radiation Oncology and 
has previously served in 
several leadership roles, 
including Radiation Safe-
ty Committee Chairman, 
Head and Neck Quality 
Committee Chairman and 
Radiation Oncology Re-
search Director.

His professional affili-
ations include the Ameri-
can Society of Clinical On-
cology, the American Soci-
ety for Radiation Oncology, 
and NRG Oncology. 

Dr. Mañon has also 

been published in numer-
ous medical journals and 
textbooks, served as princi-
pal investigator on clinical 
research studies and been 
a frequent presenter at na-
tional conferences.

“Dr. Mañon feels his 

greatest responsibility is to 
serve the community with 
the highest level of qual-
ity cancer care” said Cary 
D’Ortona, president of the 
Orlando Health Medical 
Group. “As a leader in can-
cer care, Dr. Mañon is com-
mitted to connecting with 
patients to bring clarity and 
understanding to the chal-
lenges they are facing.”

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Florida College 
of Medicine, Dr. Mañon 
completed an internal med-
icine internship at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Mi-
ami and a radiation oncolo-
gy residency at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, where he 
served as chief resident.

At Orlando Health 
Cancer Institute, patients 
have access to the most cur-
rent, state-of-the-art can-
cer-fighting technologies. 

*The Institute recently 
received FDA approval for 
its TIL or tumor-infiltrat-
ing lymphocytes therapy to 
treat aggressive, late-stage 
melanoma and other ad-
vanced cancers.  

*It is Central Florida’s 
only provider of proton 
therapy, an advanced form 
of radiation therapy that 
uses proton beams rather 
than X-rays to treat select-
ed tumors in adult and pe-
diatric patients.

*Orlando Health Can-
cer Institute’s Bone Mar-
row Transplant and Cellu-
lar Therapy program has 
been recognized among 
the top 12 performing cen-
ters in the nation by the 
Center for International 
Blood and Marrow Trans-
plant Research (CIBMTR).
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Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your 
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households in 
our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an advertising 
vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation to work for 
your business with a strategic advertising plan that will help 
build your brand and bring more customers to your door.

To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.
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• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. 
 (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. 
 & Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 
 (Errol Pkwy Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), 
 Hwy 436 & Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 
 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, 
 Rock Springs Rd & Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 
 436 behind Aaron’s

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the
following locations in and around Apopka

400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

You may subscribe for only $25 per year 
in Orange County - and it will be delivered 

with your mail!
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 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
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 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
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 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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Subscribe Online at www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in Orange 
County - delivered with your mail!

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

Rafael Mañon, MD, 
has been named president 
of the Orlando Health Can-
cer Institute, where he will 

have oversight of the or-
ganization’s oncology ser-
vices, Orlando Health an-
nounced on Tuesday, April 

Mañon named president of Orlando Health Cancer Institute

Dr. Rafael Mañon
... new president of the 
Orlando Health Cancer 

Institute

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES
RUN DATES: 04/04/24, 04/05/24

MAR 2024
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Photo courtesy of Apopka Historical Society

(From l to r) Charlotte White, Apopka Historical Society treasurer; Pam Jones, community relations represen-
tative for U.S. Representative Daniel Webster; Nick Nesta, city of Apopka commissioner; Diane Velazquez, city 
of Apopka commissioner; and Maribel Brinkle, Apopka Historical Society President, at the March 28 Women’s 
History Month event at the Apopka Museum. 

Delia Miller, a local artist known 
for her murals, shared her perspective 
as both a student pilot and an artist. 
Through her artwork and personal an-
ecdotes, Miller illustrated the inter-
section of her passions and the chal-
lenges she has overcome in pursuing 
her dreams. Her story serves as a tes-
tament to the resilience and creativi-
ty of women in pursuing their aspira-
tions across diverse fields.

“We were honored to have had 
Commissioner Velazquez and Ms. 
Miller join us for this special event,” 
said Maribel Brinkle, president of the 
Apopka Historical Society, said in a 
news release. “Their stories are not 
only inspirational, but also showcase 
the vital role that women play in shap-
ing our communities and promoting 
inclusivity.”

The event provided a platform 
for attendees to engage in dialogue 
and reflect on the importance of sup-

porting women’s voices and achieve-
ments. 

The Apopka Museum is located 
at 112 E. Main St., Apopka. Hours 
are Wednesday and Thursday, noon-5 
p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Call 
407-703-1707 or email theapopkamu-
seum@gmail.com. For more informa-
tion about the Apopka Historical So-
ciety and upcoming events, visit the-
apopkamuseum.com.

Museum: Commissioner, artist discuss 
obstacles they faced to achieve goals
Continued from page 1A

Send Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
All employees are Apopka residents

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
All employees are Apopka residents

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

•Tree Trimming 
•Tree Removal

•Landscape Installation 
•Stump Grinding

•Tree Trimming 
•Tree Removal

•Landscape Installation 
•Stump Grinding

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

Landscaping with 
trees is an investment in 
the future. 

Trees aren’t just an 
investment in your prop-
erty, but an investment 
in the environment as 
well. Trees clean the air, 
provide oxygen, cool the 
streets and sidewalks, 
and even help to con-
serve energy. 

Trees can increase 
the value of your proper-
ty and provide some in-
credible benefits to your 
landscaping, including 
shade for you and your 
family from the hot Flori-
da sun, wonderful fruits, 
and a place for birds to 
nest and squirrels to 
play. They can also im-
prove the look of your 
home and landscaping 
when they’re properly 
maintained.

In order to have 
beautiful trees, proper 
pruning is necessary 
and important for a tree’s 
health. Pruning can re-
move safety hazards, 
discourage the spread of 
any decay and insect in-
festations, increase air-
flow, and allow for more 
light to shine through. 

Well cared for trees 
are attractive, safe, and 
reduce various liabil-
ity risks associated with 
hazardous trees. Trees 
at risk that need profes-
sional service can have:

• Branches that are 
rubbing each other or 
rubbing wires on your 
home or business 

• Branches that are 

touching or laying on 
your rooftop

• Low hanging br-
anches that obstruct the 
street or sidewalk

• Branches that ap-
pear diseased or insect 
infested

Another issue trees 
face in Central Florida 
is severe storms. Many 
trees can be damaged 
from strong winds and 
hail, or even become 
uprooted. Since storm 
damaged trees are of-
ten an accident waiting 
to happen, calling for 
tree damage repair is 
not something you want 
to put off once a prob-
lem is noticed. Ignoring 
the problem of storm-
damaged trees is likely 
to lead to larger, more 
expensive repair costs 
down the road. 

James Maltby, own-
er and operator of Malt-
by’s Tree Service and 
Landscaping stated, 
“If you have a tree that 
has grown too large for 
your property, is damag-
ing your foundation, or 
is in danger of breaking 
or falling on the roof of 
your home, this can be a 
major cause for concern. 
When these things hap-
pen, call us. We have 
trained professionals to 
evaluate each situation 
and to provide you with 
the best in customer ser-
vice. We pride ourselves 
on a fast response time 
and the best prices 
guaranteed.”  

If a tree needs to be 

removed, their employ-
ees work quickly and ef-
ficiently, while adhering 
to the highest standards 
of safety. Their staff is al-
ways ready to assist you 
to make sure your land-
scaping and tree needs 
are met to your satisfac-
tion. 

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
is reachable 24 hours-
a-day for any after hours 
emergency service.  For 
your convenience and 
peace of mind, a man-
agement team member 
is always on site for all 
services and property 
evaluations. 

Owner James Malt-
by was born and raised 
in Apopka. He’s a family 
man, and his employees 
have been with his com-
pany for many years. 
They hire the best in the 

business, and honest 
and dependable work is 
their priority. They’re fully 
licensed and insured, in-
cluding Workers’ Com-
pensation on all employ-
ees. 

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
would be happy to quote 
commercial tree trim-
ming or removal jobs. 
With over 20 years in 
business, you can rest 
assured you’re in good 
hands with a company 
that prides itself on a job 
well done.

Call them today at 
321-689-5866 to set an 
appointment and see 
why Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
are the local experts you 
can count on.  

Advertisement

For over 20 years Maltby Tree Service and 
Landscaping has provided prompt and personalized 
service from people who work, live and are engaged 
in their community. Call 321-689-5866 today to 
schedule your free consultation for your residential 
or commercial needs. 

Maltby’s Tree Service and Landscaping is 
equipped to handle all your tree service needs
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COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 4/30/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 4/30/24.
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Get the sensational smile you deserve!
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co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 4/30/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

APRIL 2024

VFW Auxiliary Yard Sale
Sat. & Sun., April 20 and 21. 

Donations will be accepted 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 8-10 a.m. 
and from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on Thurs., April 18, or by 

appointment. Contact Alice on 407-951-9048 
or email aliceboria@gmail.com.

Please: NO clothes, shoes, large appliances,
 large furniture or obsolete electronics.

The regular monthly breakfast will be served from 
8-10 a.m. with scrambled eggs, saugage, biscuits 

& gravy, all you-can-eat pancakes, coffee 
and OJ for only $7.

UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR UNCOMMON HEROES®

WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.

The Apopka Chief Newspaper
www.TheApopkaChief.com  |  400 N. Park Ave., Apopka  |  407-886-2777  |  www.FloridaPublicNotices.com

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Business

The School Board of Orange 
County and the Orange County 
Classroom Teachers Association 
(CTA) announced on Tuesday, 
April 2, that the CTA bargain-
ing unit ratified a salary agree-
ment for the 2023-24 school year 
by an overwhelming 99.5 per-
cent “yes” vote. A record 7,123 

ballots were cast, 7,047 teachers 
voting “yes” with only 35 voting 
“no.” There were 41 “spoiled bal-
lots” that were not counted.

“It is exciting to see our 
teachers decisively voted to rat-
ify their contract,” said Dr. Ma-
ria Vazquez, superintendent of 
Orange County Public Schools. 

“With this vote, our hard-working 
teachers have guaranteed their 
well-deserved raises.” 

The historic 9-percent av-
erage raise will be paid to in-
structional personnel retroactive-
ly to the beginning of the school 
year. Salary increases and retro 
pay (including advanced degree 

supplements) will be received in 
the April 10 paycheck; retention 
supplement differentials will be 
paid April 24; and all other ap-
plicable supplements will be 
paid June 5.

The district’s health insur-
ance proposal will be imple-
mented beginning with plan year 

2024-25. However, the district 
will provide a premium discount 
for plan year 2024-25 totaling 
$4.4 million.

To see the full agreement, 
visit rb.gy/begr4t online. 

OCPS teachers ratify a salary raise for 2023-24 school year
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See Obituaries on page 10A

GUADALUPE “LUPE” GO-
MEZ, 74, of Apopka, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, March 23, 
2024, in Orlando, surrounded by 
his loved ones. He was born on 
March 27, 1949, in Ejido Las Cue-
vas, Ciudad Acuña, Mexico, to Ra-
mon Gomez Villanueva and San-
tos Diaz Villarreal. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, Ramon y 
Santos Gomez, and siblings: Pe-
dro, Ventura (Olga), Crispin Sr. 
(Olivia), Ramon, Sr. (Margari-
ta), Modesto (Leona†), and Pete 
(a/k/a Peter Gun). He is survived 
by: his spouse, Sylvia Martinez; 
children, (with Maria Gpe. Gomez) 
– Marisol (Giovanny Bautista) 
Gomez (2 granchildren; 4 great-
grandchildren); Santos Gomez 
(2 grandchildren); Maira (Jorge) 
Vega (3 grandchildren; 2 great-
grandchildren); Patricia (Abdul 
Maalik King) Gomez (2 grandchil-
dren); Micaela Gomez (1 grand-
child); Lazaro Gomez, sus hijos 
de crianza – Leticia Ortiz (2 grand-
children; 3 great-grandchildren); 
Jose Martinez (6 grandchildren; 
1 great-grandchild); Joann Mar-
tinez; John P. (Barbara Bahena) 

Obituaries
Martinez (3 grandchildren); Janet 
Martinez; Peter (Lesli Leticia) Mar-
tinez; and Maria (Salomon Tapia 
Hernandez) Martinez (3 grand-
children); as well as his siblings: 
Julio Sr. (Prudenticana†); Hilario 
Sr. (Alicia); Elsa (Honororio) and 
Maria (Juan) Hidalgo; his broth-
er-in-law, best friend and confi-
dant, Miguel A. Delgado, along 
with many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

…

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)     I recently read a book 
about purgatory entitled 
“The Amazing Secret of the 
Souls in Purgatory,” 
subtitled “An Interview with 
Maria Simma.” 

Maria Simma was a 
Catholic mystic who lived in 
the mountains of Austria 
and began having “visits” 
from the souls in purgatory 
around the age of 25.

I was given this book by 
my brother, who is more apt 
to believe these kinds of 
stories than I, and thus I was 
quite skeptical of its contents 
until I read the entire book. 
She had her first visit from 
one of these souls while she 
was living in a convent, and 
the only thing that the spirit 
asked was that she have 
three masses said for him, so 
that he might be delivered 
from purgatory. What 
followed was a long period 
of visits from other souls 
who asked for similar things, 
and with whom she was able 
to communicate.

I take reports like these 
with a grain of salt, but there 
were two things that really 
struck me in this book. 

First, Maria claimed 
that we will see God—albeit 
obscurely—after our death 
and will have an opportunity 
to regret our sins and turn 
towards God in contrition.

Second ly, Mar ia 
claimed that many souls 
came to her asking her to go 
to their families, asking to 
have ill-gotten goods 
returned to their rightful 
owner, many of which were 
previously unknown to the 
families themselves (e.g. 
property which may have 
been stolen by the spirit who 
visited her).

The idea that we will 
have a chance to accept God 
and choose heaven over hell 
is quite beautiful and accords 
with the idea of a loving 
God who wishes for 
everyone to be saved.

– Christopher Simon 04/05/24

Our Last Chance to 
Choose: Heaven or Hell?

“I urge, then, f irst of all, that 
petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people—
for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This 
is good, and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants all people to be saved and 
to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
1 Timothy 2:1-4

Our Last Chance to 
Choose: Heaven or Hell?

(See message above.)     I recently read a book 
about purgatory entitled 
“The Amazing Secret of the 
Souls in Purgatory,” 
subtitled “An Interview with 
Maria Simma.” 

Maria Simma was a 
Catholic mystic who lived in 
the mountains of Austria 
and began having “visits” 
from the souls in purgatory 
around the age of 25.

I was given this book by 
my brother, who is more apt 
to believe these kinds of 
stories than I, and thus I was 
quite skeptical of its contents 
until I read the entire book. 
She had her first visit from 
one of these souls while she 
was living in a convent, and 
the only thing that the spirit 
asked was that she have 
three masses said for him, so 
that he might be delivered 
from purgatory. What 
followed was a long period 
of visits from other souls 
who asked for similar things, 
and with whom she was able 
to communicate.

I take reports like these 
with a grain of salt, but there 
were two things that really 
struck me in this book. 

First, Maria claimed 
that we will see God—albeit 
obscurely—after our death 
and will have an opportunity 
to regret our sins and turn 
towards God in contrition.

Second ly, Mar ia 
claimed that many souls 
came to her asking her to go 
to their families, asking to 
have ill-gotten goods 
returned to their rightful 
owner, many of which were 
previously unknown to the 
families themselves (e.g. 
property which may have 
been stolen by the spirit who 
visited her).

The idea that we will 
have a chance to accept God 
and choose heaven over hell 
is quite beautiful and accords 
with the idea of a loving 
God who wishes for 
everyone to be saved.

– Christopher Simon 04/05/24

Our Last Chance to 
Choose: Heaven or Hell?

“I urge, then, f irst of all, that 
petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people—
for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet 
lives in all godliness and holiness. This 
is good, and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants all people to be saved and 
to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
1 Timothy 2:1-4

Our Last Chance to 
Choose: Heaven or Hell?
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

WILLIAM H. KLINGER JR., 
81, passed away on March 1, 
2024 from Apopka. Born in Mary-
land on March 31, 1942.  Wil-
liam is proceeded in death by his 
parents, William Sr. and K. Ruth 
(McKlveen); nephew Rodger; 
stepdaughter Jeanie; grandson 
Bryan; sister, Sharon May Boyd, 
passed a few days after William. 
He is survived by his devoted and 
loving wife, Carol (Standen); chil-
dren, Lorraine, William H. (3rd), 
Daniel, Michele, Jackie, Cindy, 
and Amy; 1 nephew, 20 grandchil-
dren, 17 great grandchildren.

…

ALBERT (BO) R. DAVIS, 
JR., 49, passed away on March 9, 
2024. Albert was born on April 2, 
1974 in Eustis, to Linda Pettis and 
Albert Davis, Sr. Albert was prede-
ceased by father, Albert R. Davis, 
Sr.; brother, Derrick S. Davis; Da-
mon Sawyer II, and Marcus Saw-
yer, aka Julien Klein; grandmoth-
er, Rowena DeLidle; 2 uncles; 1 
aunt. He is survived by daughter, 
Audrey Rose Davis; common law 
wife, Anita Nichols; mother, Linda 
R. Pettis; sister, Leah L. Hall; 3 
aunts; 1 uncle; 8 cousins.

…

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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BUY Something! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 

Classi� ed Section of
The Apopka Chief 

& The Planter

Classifi cation: #

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. 
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 

32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,  Apopka 
32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________Email: ______________________

As always, a good deal can be 
yours when you use the

Place your Ad Today!
VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

Or EMAIL us at 
classi� eds@theapopkachief.com

Or CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121.

(15)
15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay, 
or $11.50 when billed. You can run your ad 

4 weeks for the price of 3. 
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

need 
updated 
prices

CAN NOT BE 
squished if it has 
QR CODE!!!!

6x8

WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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Load up 
the Family and 
COME JOIN US 

Westside Community Church 
Front Lawn & Drive Circle

1937 Lakeville Road, Apopka, FL

Visit our website @ wekivagem.com
Facebook @ Wekiva Gem & Mineral Society Inc.

Instagram @ #wekivagemsociety
Wekiva Gem & Mineral Society

586 Honeysuckle Ct., Apopka, FL 32712 a 501c organization.

Everything from slabs, rough, specimens, polished stones, fi nished 
cabochons, handmade jewelry, tools, and lapidary equipment may 

be found! Come and see what our vendors have for sale.

Sponsored by: 
Wekiva Gem & 
Mineral Society

CIRCLE UP SWAP MEET
Saturday, April 20, 2024

9:00AM — 3:00PM

FOR A DAY of 
ALL THINGS ROCKS!

     Emra Farkas, practitioner of Christian Science 
healing and international speaker, will present her talk, 
“Finding Where God is Seen and Felt - What’s church 
got to do with it?” this coming Sunday, April 7, at 2:30 
p.m. in the Hilton Garden Inn Apopka City Center,
     The talk will focus on universal healing precepts 
found in the Holy Bible, especially in Christ Jesus’ life 
and teachings, showing how the  y are available for 
anyone to understand and experience through the lens of 
Christian Science. 
     The talk is free, open to the community, and hosted 
by the Christian Science Society, Apopka, 520 S. Hunt 
Club Blvd., in the Hunt Club Corners Shopping Plaza.
     “A new kind of thinking is needed to recognize that 
God’s goodness and love are actually here and tangible 
to all humanity everywhere,” says Ms. Farkas. “The 
idea of ‘church’ can shift from being a physical build-
ing, a set time on a particular day, or an assembly of 
perfect humans (does that even exist??), to that of being 
what God builds in our lives every moment through us 
responding to Christ Jesus’ message of God’s all-power-
ful love.”
     Emra Farkas has been a Christian Science practi-
tioner for many years, helping people on a daily basis 
through this scientifi c approach to prayer. She travels 
from her home base in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to speak 
to audiences as a member of the Christian Science 
Board of Lectureship.

What do God and 
Church mean to you?

Albert (Bo) R. Davis, Jr., 49, passed away on March 9, 
2024. Albert was born April 2, 1974 in Eustis, FL to Linda Pettis 
and Albert Davis, Sr. He had one sister, Leah Hall, a brother, 
Derrick S. Davis and a wife (CLW) Anita Nichols. A resident of 
Apopka, between1974/2024. He is survived by Audrey Rose 
Davis, daughter, Anita Nichols (Common Law Wife) 8yrs, Linda 
R. Pettis, mother, Leah L. Hall, sister, Shirley Bonds, Aunt, Dot-
ty Alsup, Aunt, Ruth Mangum, Aunt, Charles Bradford, Uncle. 

Cousins: Morgan Bradford, Marlin 
Brady, Bobby DeLidle, Dawn 
DeLidle Bishop, Desire Sprad-
ley, Chris Stroup, Damon 
Sawyer III, and Dana Saw-
yer. Albert was predeceased 
by Albert R. Davis, Sr, father, 
Derrick S. Davis, brother, 
William Bradford, Uncle, Ho-
bart Bradford, Uncle, Teresa 
Brady, Aunt, Damon Sawyer II, 
and Marcus Sawyer, aka Julien 
Klein and Rowena DeLidle, Pa-
ternal grandmother

A memorial service will 
be held on Sunday, April 7, 
2024 at 2:00 pm graveside 
at Edgewood Cemetery, 
Apopka, FL.

Albert R Davis, Jr

William H. Klinger 
Jr. age 81 years passed 
away on March 1, 2024 
from Apopka Fl. Born 
in Maryland on 3/31/42 
and raised in Ohio 
where graduated from 
Firelands H.S. and 
served in the Air Force 
. He retired from Fisher 
Body Elyria Ohio. He is 
survived by his devoted 
and loving wife of 35 
years Carol (Standen) 
, children Lorraine, Wil-
liam H. (3rd), Daniel 
,Michele, Jackie, Cindy, 
and Amy, nephew Skip 
(Andrew) . He had 20 

grandchildren and 17 
great grandchildren. 

William is pro-
ceeded in death by his 
parents William Sr. and 
K. Ruth (McKlveen), 
nephew Rodger, step-
daughter Jeanie, and 
grandson Bryan. His 
sister, Sharon May 
Boyd, passed a few 
days after William.

William H.
Klinger Jr.

The Ninth Circuit Court’s Self Help Center provides 
low-cost legal assistance in family law, small claims and 
residential eviction cases.

Named in honor of the late Orange County Clerk of 
Courts Lydia Gardner, the Self Help Center was created 
to provide customers with limited legal guidance and 
low-cost attorney consultations. 

The Center is the fi rst of its kind in the Orange 
County Community to help citizens who either don’t 
have a lawyer or cannot afford one. The services pro-
vided are not based on income.

The Self Help Center will assist only with the fol-
lowing case types: * Family Law (excluding restraining 
orders); Child Custody/Child Support; Divorce; Paterni-
ty * Small Claims * Residential Evictions * Location 
of the Orange County Courthouse is 425 North Orange 
Ave., Suite 340 (3rd fl oor), Orlando, FL 32801

* Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday from 7:30 
a.m. - 4 p.m. Services include: Form completion assist-
ance, and Notary and copy services

* Virtual Attorney Consultations
Attorney consultations are available and may be 

scheduled in 15-minute sessions, for up to 1 hour per 
day, per person. The cost for an attorney consultation is 
$1 per minute.

The Self Help Center is a collaborative partnership 
between the Orange County Bar Association and the 
Clerk’s Offi ce. All attorneys are referred by the Orange 
County Bar Association. Note, the attorneys that provide 
legal assistance at the Self Help Center cannot represent 
you in court.

Attorney consultation fees must be paid at the time 
the appointment is scheduled. Refunds will not be issued 
for cancelled or missed appointments – no exceptions. 
Once set, appointment times may not be changed. At-
torney consultation appointments cannot be made nor 
conducted by telephone.

* Contact Information: 425 North Orange Ave., 
Suite 340 (3rd fl oor), Orlando, FL 32801, (407) 836-
6300, Hours of operation: Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m. 

*Busy Times: Please sign in by 3 p.m. to allow for 
adequate time to review, notarize and fi le a new case.

Downtown Self-Help Center is available Monday-Friday

ment Tax, found at https://shorturl.at/
aeoUX.

*The project must be located en-

tirely within Orange County.
Applicants are encouraged 

to contact United Arts with questions 
prior to applying. United Arts Staff 
will be available for questions until 

April 29 at 5 p.m. and can be reached 
via email at Outreach@UnitedArtsC-
FL.org or by calling 407-628-0333. 

Continued from page 1A

County: Applicants may contact 
United Arts CFL with questions

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

Send us Your Church News
Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Solutions can be found on page 12A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

April 22 is Earth Day, but this 
year Orange County is celebrating the 
environment for the entire month. Or-
ange County’s Earth Month celebra-
tions are designed to promote a more 
sustainable and resilient living com-
munity by hosting various county-
wide activities and events.

Earth Month 2024 will highlight 
countywide sustainability and conser-
vation efforts while providing resi-
dents and employees with education-
al and engaging experiences. The cel-

ebration will encourage residents to 
inspire action, foster education, and 
promote environmentally friendly 
practices.

Activities will include an eco-
scavenger hunt, information on Flor-
ida-friendly landscaping, and water 
conservation workshops. The Fix It, 
Don’t Pitch It event allows residents 
to extend the life of some of their be-
longings by having them repaired by 
expert volunteers, thereby reducing 
the amount of trash sent to the land-

fill. Residents will also be able to 
learn about energy-saving tips and 
how to create Florida-friendly plant-
ers from the University of Florida Or-
ange County Extension Office.

For more information and a cal-
endar of events, visit ocfl.net/earth-
month.

This collaborative month-long 
celebration is made possible through 
the Office of Sustainability and Resil-
ience partnering with various Orange 
County departments.

On Monday, April 1, 
Governor Ron DeSantis 
announced a second con-
secutive year of the highly 
successful Toll Relief Pro-
gram, which will cut the 
toll rates of frequent com-
muters in half by applying a 
toll credit from April 2024 
to March 2025. 

Launched in 2023, 
drivers utilizing Florida-
based toll transponders (in-
cluding SunPass and oth-
er Florida-based transpon-
ders) and having 35 or 
more qualifying toll trans-
actions monthly will re-
ceive a 50 percent credit to 
their account.

“I am pleased to have 
secured an additional $450 
million for toll relief in 
Florida that will allevi-
ate costs on our commut-
ing families,” said Gover-
nor Ron DeSantis. “Florida 
is committed to good fiscal 

governance, and I am com-
mitted to returning our sur-
pluses back to the taxpay-
ers in the form of tax breaks 
and toll savings.”

In 2023, the Toll Re-
lief Program delivered 
$500 million in substantial 
savings to over 1.2 million 
commuters, equating to 
an approximate savings of 
$400 per individual. Flor-
ida drivers can expect an-
other year of toll savings 
from April 2024 to March 
2025.

“Florida families grap-
pling with persistent infla-
tion due to the Biden ad-
ministration’s harmful eco-
nomic policies can rest as-
sured that we are doing 
all we can to support Flo-
ridians, including anoth-
er historic year of toll re-
lief,” said Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Jeanette Nuñez. “Our 
toll relief program provides 

meaningful cost savings to 
frequent commuters who 
rely on our toll roads to 
provide for their families.”

“FDOT is thrilled to 
offer the Toll Relief Pro-
gram to help Floridians 
with the challenges of ris-
ing costs of life. Customers 
are at the center of all we 
do at FDOT, and this pro-
gram will truly make an 
immediate impact on the 
everyday lives of our cus-
tomers,” said Florida De-
partment of Transportation 
Secretary Jared W. Per-
due. “In addition to sav-
ing money, drivers in South 
Florida will soon be saving 
time as we begin construc-
tion of the Golden Glades 
Interchange, the first proj-
ect of Governor DeSantis’ 
Moving Florida Forward 
Infrastructure Initiative 
projects to break ground.”

Today, the Florida De-

partment of Transportation 
(FDOT) also commenced 
construction on the Golden 
Glades Interchange proj-
ect (GGI) in Miami-Dade 
County, designed to alle-
viate congestion in South 
Florida.

The GGI project rep-
resents the reconstruction 
of a pivotal junction that 
South Florida commuters 
rely upon where five major 
roadways intersect: I-95, 
Palmetto Expressway, Flor-
ida’s Turnpike, State Road 
9, and NW 7th Avenue. 

With over 400,000 ve-
hicles passing through this 
intersection daily, it’s a cru-
cial component of the local 
and regional transportation 
network. Because of Mov-
ing Florida Forward, this 
project will be completed 
7–10 years sooner than ex-
pected.

Gov. DeSantis announces second year 
of state’s Toll Relief Program

Orange County marks April as Earth Month

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Send Us Your News
Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Mon.  CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs. 

11:30AM –10PM 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30AM – Midnight

Sun. 11:30AM – 8PM

Hours

Entertainment & Specials
Avaiable Each Week

Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free. 
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

10% OFF
FOR VETERANS, POLICE, 

FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS
Must present coupon. Not valid with 

any other o� er or specials. 
Expires APR. 30, 2024

Visit www.StephiesPub.com for details
and to check out our full menu
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