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Nonprofit honoring veterans shares wreaths information

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica recently visited the
community with its mobile
education exhibit (MEE) as
part of its national tour. The
tour is designed to raise
awareness about Wreaths
Across America’s mission
of remembering the fallen,
honoring those who served
in the military, and teaching
the next generation the val-
ue of freedom.

The MEE was parked
in front of the Apopka
Community Center/VFW
Building on Sunday, April

21. The VFW Post 10147
invited Wreaths
America MEE.
One takeaway that vis-
itors learned in the MEE is
that the sponsored wreaths
from Wreaths Across Amer-
ica aren’t Christmas, sea-
sonal, or holiday wreaths,
but veterans wreaths with a
lot of symbolism represent-
ed in every aspect.
According to Wreaths
Across America, veteran’s
wreath has 10 balsam bou-
quets; each bouquet sym-
bolizes a value that a veter-
an would represent. In ad-
dition, the evergreen repre-
sents longevity and endur-

Across

ance, the forest scent rep-
resents purity and simplic-
ity, the red bow represents
great sacrifice, and the cir-
cular shape symbolizes
eternity.

“If anything, I want
them to take this knowl-
edge with them because
then they understand the
importance of this wreath
and why we want to get
these wreaths on the spe-
cial days. Because at the
end of the day, it is be-
lieved that a veteran dies
twice: once when their life
ends and then second when

See WREATHS Page 8A

Wreaths Across America recently visited the community with its mobile educa-
tion exhibit (MEE) as part of its national tour designed to raise awareness about
Wreaths Across America’s mission of remembering the fallen, and honoring those
who served in the military, and teaching the next generation the value of freedom.

Gas district board
approves energy
choice ordinances

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Lake Apopka Nat-
ural Gas District (LANGD)
Board of Directors unani-
mously approved three or-
dinances about an ener-
gy choice initiative, giving
homeowners the freedom

Photo by Apopka Police Department/Facebook
April is Autism Acceptance Month. During the Wednesday, April 17 Apopka City Coun-
cil meeting a proclamation was read honoring and recognizing Autism Acceptance Month. Pic-
tured (I to r) are City Commissioner Nick Nesta, City Commissioner Diane Velazquez, Apop-
ka Officer Emmanuel Sosa, Mayor Bryan Nelson, and City Commissioner Alexander Smith.

City launches special needs registry
during Autism Acceptance Month

try Program. The Apopka Police De-
partment is providing decals free of
charge to people who register. These
decals alert first responders that there
is an individual in the home or ve-
hicle who may have limited commu-
nication, may require additional time
to process, respond to and/or comply
with verbal commands, may hide,

from sustained injuries.

wander off, or may have no aware-
ness of possible danger.

This program is not exclusive to
individuals with autism. It’s avail-
able to anyone who may have spe-
cial needs.

To learn more about this pro-
gram, visit apopka.gov/specialneed-
sregistry.

April is Autism Acceptance
Month. During the Wednesday, April
17, Apopka City Council meeting
a proclamation was read honoring
and recognizing Autism Acceptance
Month.

Also this month, the Apop-
ka Police Department has officially
launched their Special Needs Regis-

cording to police.

to choose their most pre-
ferred energy source.

On Monday, April 22,
Brent Haywood, LANGD
CEO/general manager, pre-
sented the ordinances for
the board to vote on sepa-
rately. The documents will

See GAS Page 5A

Missing teen dies
by vehicle crash

A driver who was reported missing and operating a
stolen vehicle at the time of a vehicle crash in Apopka died

At 11:15 a.m. on Wednesday, April 24, the Apopka
Police Department responded to a single vehicle crash in
the vicinity of Kelly Park Road and Chandler Road, ac-

The driver, a 17-year-old, was the sole occupant of the
vehicle and was airlifted to a local trauma center. The driv-
er succumbed to his injuries.

Upon the Apopka Police Department’s preliminary in-
vestigation, it was determined that the deceased had been
reported as a missing person and was operating a stolen ve-
hicle at the time of the crash.

This is an ongoing investigation.

School Board greenlights half-cent sales tax referendum

and renovation. More than 50
percent of the revenue collected
comes from tourists and non-Or-
ange County residents. Over the
last two decades, it has funded the
renovation or replacement of 136

ers, the referendum will help fund
the district’s capital construction
needs for the next 10 years.

The Orange County School
Board voted at its regularly
scheduled meeting on Tuesday,

April 23, at the Ronald Blocker
Educational Leadership Center in
Orlando.

Since 2002, the half-cent
sales tax has generated more than
$4 billion for school construction

The Orange County School
Board approved a resolution or-
dering a referendum election for
this November’s ballot to contin-
ue the half-cent sales tax. If ap-
proved by Orange County vot-

schools and the construction of
65 new schools.

The half-cent sales tax will

generate funding over the next

See BOARD Page 11A

City gets result of
the forensic audit

The city of Apopka re-
ceived the results of its fo-
rensic audit, which was
presented at the Wednes-
day, April 17, City Council
meeting.

Daniel Anderson, a
partner with Bradenton-
based Maulden and Jenkins
CPA, presented the city’s
2023 fiscal year-end au-
dit, beginning in mid-Sep-
tember 2023 when the au-
dit process was planned to
the beginning of this April.
Usually the audit presenta-
tion is done in the summer-
time.

In his presentation, An-
derson talked about the au-

dit opinions and the annual
comprehensive financial re-
port, and the required com-
munications under govern-
ment auditing standards.
“We perform an audit
to give our opinion on the
fairness of the presentation
of the financial statements,”
Anderson explained to the
City Council. “We always
want to point out we do
consider the internal con-
trol structure such as the
accounts payable process
that plaintiff went through
for the purpose of design-
ing our procedures to sup-

See AUDIT Page 11A

Pancake Palooza

Section A

On Saturday, April 20, the People of Wekiwa Springs hosted
munity event Pancake Palooza at Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church, 584 N.
Wekiwa Springs Road, Apopka. The event served pancakes, sausage, cof-
fee, tea, orange juice and water. Juice boxes for the tots were also offered..
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Apopka Event of the Week

North Orange Branch Library, 1211 E.
Semoran Blvd, on Saturday, May 4,
from 2-3:30 p.m., in the meeting room:
Dragon Tales. Bring your children ages
6-10 and immerse them in the legends
of dragons as they hear stories and let
their imaginations soar as they design
and decorate their very own dragon
masterpieces to take home.

The Apopka Chief

April 26, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

Although, in separate settings,
all of them would be opposed to each
other and might even be bitter en-
emies, they have each learned to
modify their natural instincts for the
benefits and joy of living together.

Guest editor explains pet family
relatonships that teach cooperation
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Pet family can be the best teacher
of how humans should get along

Ike Hayden
Guest Editorial

OK, I will admit, we are animal
lovers. I believe my wife is trying
to put a ten-acre menagerie on our
suburban lot!

Starting at the front door, we
have a Cockatiel, named Charlie
(do not stick your finger close with-
out a peace offering), next is our
pony-sized puppy, named Eleanor
(Ellie for short) who is a “Newfi-
poo,” Newfoundland and Standard
Poodle mix. We have a Banty roost-
er and a Black Rock hen named
“Honey and Midnight” who will
come in through the “doggie door,”
eat their fill of dog food and go out
for their morning routine of keep-
ing the yard clean of ticks and other
malicious insects.

The jester of our gang of misfits
is Hamlet. You guessed it, our baby
pig. He causes laughter and enjoy-
ment with every move he makes. It
seems he remains indecisive until
the very last minute and then breaks
into a mad scramble to get it done,
whatever he decides it is. Hamlet
and Ellie share the same bedtime
cage and Hamlet will snuggle up to
Ellie’s side with contented grunts of
bliss, while Ellie tries to figure out
the most comfortable position to
maintain for them both.

We have two Fighting fish
named Sparkle and Bubbles that
live in separate tanks (to keep them
from fighting). Also, in that line
of aquatics, we have a large Gold-
fish “Pudgy” that my wife won at
the Apopka fair. Finally, we have a
momma cat Grayson, and her kit-
ten Maxwell. Both have been neu-
tered and have promised to allow
us the pleasure of living with them
if we maintain the facilities, keep
food for them, give them all the re-
quired worship by rubbing them
down, and making sure they are not
molested by any of the “lower” ani-
mal classes.

Each one of our unique animal
family has carved a niche in our
hearts and all have learned there is
peace, joy, and fulfillment in be-
longing to one another. There are
times I am amazed by the way they

regulate their behavior to make
space for one another. Not one of
our animal family has ever shown
aggressive behavior toward us or
the other animals. Although, in sep-
arate settings, all of them would be
opposed to each other and might
even be bitter enemies, they have
each learned to modify their natural
instincts for the benefits and joy of
living together.

Oh, that we could learn from the
example of these animals! Our na-
tion was founded on Judeo-Chris-
tian principles, and our founding
fathers fashioned a constitution for
the uniting of all people under one
heading: American. Over the last
two-hundred-fifty years, our immi-
gration policies have been hashed
over and rehashed, and they have
had small amounts of limited suc-
cess until these last five—plus years.
The laws we have on our books as
the law of the land for immigration
are being completely ignored, and
the insanity we see in the halls of
congress are completely devoid of
any common sense.

It is almost comparable to Dr.
Frankenstein’s creation. We have
allowed these bozos to sing sweet
lullabies, filling us with lies, and
false promises so we will keep them
in their beds of luxurious lifestyles.

Meanwhile, the middle class is
being diminished and will one day
become an old, dilapidated, extinct
dinosaur who will be remembered
only by the historians who will
have no followers because history
is being destroyed before our eyes.

I can remember a time when
men and women meant what they
said, and only an unforeseen hap-
penstance could change their goal.
I can look back to a point in time
when a handshake was better than
the most ironclad contract. I know
there are those of you that can re-
member leaving the keys hanging
in your ignition overnight, and not
losing sleep over it.

How did we change so fast,
without even a whimper? Why did
being a citizen of the greatest na-

See MENAGERIE Page 4A
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DLE is home of Counselor of the Year

This time of the school
year is always filled with
fun and celebrations, but
our local Apopka schools
have a lot to celebrate, even
more than usual! I thought
I would share some of the
good news with you all.

First, our own Apop-
ka Blue Darter Marching
Band and Cheer Team trav-
eled to Washington D.C. to
march in the 2024 National
Cherry Blossom Festival
Parade. They traveled up
on buses leaving at 4:30 in
the morning!

They spent several
days visiting the nation’s
capital sightseeing and end-
ed the trip with a wonder-
ful performance of the song
“Orange Blossom” right in
front of the White House.
We are so proud of course
that Apopka was represent-

Legislation

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(April. 24,2024) —

Today, Governor Ron
DeSantis signed SB 7028,
legislation that builds on
the successful My Safe
Florida Home (MSFH) pro-
gram. The program pro-
vides free home inspections
and up to $10,000 in grants
to allow Florida homeown-
ers to strengthen their prop-
erties against storms with
home hardening products
like impact resistant doors
and windows, while cutting
insurance costs through
mandatory home mitiga-
tion discounts. The aver-
age insurance policyholder
discount has totaled over
$1,000.

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

ed during this event. But
more than that, I’m thank-
ful to the staff and parents
that made this trip happen
for our students. This is a
trip and experience they
will never forget! Way to
go Blue Darters!

Second, our own
Dream Lake Elementa-
ry School counselor, Ms.
Lucy Dorlus, was named
Elementary School Coun-
selor of the Year by the Or-
ange County School Coun-

Providing an addition-
al $200 million in funding
for the program, the bill
also ensures that homeown-
ers who need the program
the most can utilize its ben-
efits and authorizes an ap-
plicant to receive a home
inspection under the pro-
gram without being eligi-
ble for a grant or applying
for a grant. The Governor
also signed legislation to
create the My Safe Florida
Condominium Pilot Pro-
gram.

“A proven way to pre-
vent hurricane damage and
property loss is to forti-
fy homes against storms,”
said Michael Carlson, Pres-
ident and CEO of the Per-

selors Association. This is
an incredible honor consid-
ering how many elemen-
tary schools there are in
OCPS.

This is a very deserv-
ing recognition of Ms. Dor-
lus’ dedication and hard
work supporting our lit-
tlest students. Often school
counselors get overlooked,
but they play such a vital
role in helping our students
have what they need to
be successful in the class-
room. They are such a valu-
able resource for our teach-
ers, families and students.
I’m thrilled that one of our
own counselors in Apop-
ka was recognized for this
honor. Congratulations,
Ms. Dorlus!

Finally, Chef Christo-

See BYRD Page 4A

is to reduce property loss

sonal Insurance Federation
of Florida (PIFF). “Gover-
nor DeSantis, the Florida
Legislature and CFO Jim-
my Patronis have priori-
tized storm recovery and
preparedness by support-
ing the My Safe Florida
Home Program and adding
funding to cover more Flo-
ridians on the waiting list.
We’re also glad to see the
condominium pilot legis-
lation signed into law and
hope this program proves it
can reduce the risk of loss
for condo owners as well.”
Earlier this year, it was
reported that of the 3,897
homeowners who had com-

See INSURANCE Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

| have no greater joy than to hear that my
children are walking in the truth.
—3John 1:4

The pain you've been
feeling doesn’'t compare
to the joy that is coming.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An }
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Operation Best Foot Forward Begins April 30 to promote pedestrian safety

Orlando, Fla. --
Recognizing that less
than 50% of Central Flor-

Florida.

Law enforcement
agencies will be conduct-

Foot Forward, plainclothes
officers and deputies will
cross streets at marked

ida drivers are yielding to
pedestrians near parks and
trails, the Best Foot For-
ward for Pedestrian Safe-
ty program will be kick-
ing off its quarterly pedes-
trian safety enforcement,
dubbed Operation Best
Foot Forward, to bring
awareness and education
to drivers to keep pedes-
trians safe near parks and
trail crossings in Central

ing a two-week high-vis-
ibility crosswalk enforce-
ment from Tuesday, April
30 to Friday, May 10 across
six Central Florida coun-
ties: Osceola, Orange,
Seminole, Volusia, Bre-
vard and Marion as part of
FDOT’s Target Zero ini-
tiative to reduce traffic-re-
lated serious injuries and
deaths to zero.

During Operation Best

crosswalks, giving drivers
enough time to slow down
and stop safely. Drivers
who do not stop as Florida
law requires will be pulled
over and face a minimum
$164 citation and three (3)
points on their driver’s li-
cense. Most crosswalks
chosen for enforcement are
near parks and trail cross-
ings.

According to data col-

lected by the Best Foot For-
ward for Pedestrian Safe-
ty program this year, only
49% of drivers yield to pe-
destrians within a half-mile
of parks and only 46% of
drivers yield to pedestri-
ans at trail crossings. In a
recent study by Injury Pre-
vention, the risk of child
pedestrian fatalities is more
than twice as high near
parks compared to schools.
This may be related to the
built-in environment with-
in school zones that slows

down drivers during times
when children are most
likely to be walking. This
quarter’s operation aims to
instill that same sense of
cautiousness around parks
and trail crossings, espe-
cially as the school year
comes to an end and more
children will likely spend
time outdoors at parks and
trails.

Operation Best Foot
Forward is part of the Best
Foot Forward coalition’s
larger effort to improve
road safety. Studies show

that driver behavior chang-
es when you combine these
enforcement strategies,
education, and engineering
over a sustained period.

For a complete sched-
ule of the intersection lo-
cations including time and
day as well as an inter-
active map, visit: https://
www.iyield4peds.org/op-
erationbff/

About the Best Foot
Forward for Pedestrian
Safety Program

See BEST FOOT Page 4A



Emancipation Day [IESSSSSS
event is May 18

Emancipation Day
2024 will be on Saturday,
May 18, from 9 a.m. to 1
p-m. at Alonzo Williams
Park, 515 S. Hawthorne
Ave., Apopka.

Vendors interested in
participating in the event
should to go to shorturl.at/
bvOS?2 and fill out the form.

According to the Flor-

Stamp Out Hunger
food drive is May 11

The National Asso-
ciation of Letter Carriers
(NALC) will conduct its
annual national food drive
on Saturday, May 11. NA-
LC’s food drive, which was
first held in 1983, helps
feed millions of Americans.

The Stamp Out Hunger
Food Drive, the country’s
largest one-day food drive,
provides residents with an
easy way to donate food to
those in need.

Customers simply

The Apopka Chief, April 26, 2024, Page 3A

S

ida Department of State
website, “Emancipation
was proclaimed in Talla-
hassee on May 20, 1865,
11 days after the end of the
Civil War, and two years af-
ter the Proclamation first is-
sued by President Abraham
Lincoln freed those en-
slaved in Southern states.”

Picture yourself In
the winner’s circle.

AdventHealth is the proud platinum sponsor of the
2024 Apopka Art & Foliage Festival. Stop by our booth
on Saturday, April 27 to get your photo taken with the
Jeave their donation of non- NASCAR show car, and take home your special keepsake.
perishable food items next
to their mailbox before
the delivery of the mail on
Saturday, May 11 (boxed
and canned goods only, no
glass). Letter carriers will
collect the food donations
that day as they deliver mail
along their postal routes.

Food collected in
Apopka will be donated to
Loaves and Fishes to help
local families.

o LIFE

Your Local Agency for

F

¢ COMPASS HEALTH
i YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH
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e DENTAL

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
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Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)
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Yowre Traited!
The 2024 Apopka Mayor's

Prayer Breakfast
0

Thurs, May 2nd, 2024 Apopka Community Center
6:30 am-830am 519 S Central Avenue, Apopka

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: TIMOTHY BARTON

Timothy Barton is the President of WallBuilders, a national pro-family organization that presents
America’s forgotten history and heroes, with an emphasis on our religious, moral, and
constitutional heritage. WallBuilders has been recognized from coast-to-coast for its work in
education, history, law, and public policy, integrating the elements of Biblical faith and morality
throughout all aspects of American life and culture.

Get your Tickets Online Now!

www.ACMAonline.org

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

“ A APOPKA
SHACMA  pdventHealth PR

renew:al Q) vicorvcHureH

__chureh

CIlY OF

First Baptist Church of Apopka * Lake Apopka Natural Gas District * Nations Church « Orange County Sheriff's
Office » Shren Yeager State Farm = The Apopka Chief and The Planter « Timothy Plan (sponsored by Timothy Partners)

FINSEC

Apopka Calvary Nazarene + End Time Word Ministry, Inc. « GRWC Apopka WWoman's Club * Gospel Centered Church « Greater Faith World Center »
Journey Christian Church « Northwest Church « Pleasant View Baptist Church « Rotary Club of Apopka = South Apopka Ministerial Alliance « St. Luke
Full Gospel Baptist Church = Temple of Faith Church « Trinity Baptist Church « VFW, Apopka/ Altamonte Springs, 10147 « Word of Life Church
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Menagerie: Lifestyle is changing,

Continued from page 2A

but country is worth fighting for

became one of the most illustrious
scientists in the world.

Men, like Martin Luther King,
brilliantly used the vocabulary
and the verve and energy of each
message to move millions to new
heights of expectations, and hope.

Why are we allowing ourselves
to be lulled into such a sedentary
lifestyle?

My United States of America
is worth fighting for. I was taught
from infancy to love her and cher-

men and women who were willing
to give their lives to increase the
awareness of their plight.

When George Washington
Carver was born, his momma ran
away from the plantation owned by
Mr. Carver, and Mr. Carver sent a
“slaver” (bounty hunter) after them.
The slaver came back after three
days, dropped the little baby in Mr.
Carver’s arms, and said,” his mom-
ma didn’t make it, but I brought
you the baby, even though he will

If, during WWII, someone
would have stood in public and
shouted “death to America,” anoth-
er citizen would have done away
with him or her and been given a
medal for doing it. We had a love
for our nation!

We had a love for one another.
Not because we were all the same,
but because we were all Americans.

Want to know how to get back
to loving America? Come over to
my house one day and study my

tion GOD ever created on Earth, the
United States of America, become

a slur on the tongues of those ille-
gal... and legal aliens? To call them
“immigrants” is a slap in the face of
those who came over to the United
States to prosper through their chal-
lenging work, and the building up
of the country they now call home.

Even those who came over as

slaves, given the opportunity, bet-

tered the United States, and raised ~ never amount to much.” That baby

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE 1is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that JIM HALL has made an application to the
City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of properties located
at west of Marden Road and north of W. Keene Road. This application
relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 3049
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY THE JAMES H. PAGE
LIFE ESTATE AND THE ANNETTE H. PAGE TRUST; LOCATED NORTH OF
W. KEENE ROAD, AND WEST AND EAST OF MARDEN ROAD, COMPRISING
32.0 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

72

i =3

I 1ecden Rd-Keene Rd

[ Apopka Ciry Limits
= Pm’: cpen | 0 008 013 0.25 Milos ‘

Parcel Identification Number(s): 20-21-28-0000-00-016,
20-21-28-0000-00-004, 20-21-28-0000-00-032, 20-21-28-0000-00-029,
20-21-28-0000-00-033, 20-21-28-0000-00-014, 20-21-28-0000-00-012,
20-21-28-0000-00-018

Contains: 32.0 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3049 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 1, 2024 beginning
at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, May 15, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or
as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

) Apopka City Council
April 26, 2024 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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ish her... with my life.

wife’s menagerie!

Insurance: Program is for homeowners

Continued from page 2A

pleted the process, 1,928
said they experienced an
insurance premium dis-
count.

PIFF encourages ho-
meowners to participate in
the state’s home hardening
program, which includes
an initial home inspection,
application through grant
approval, construction, fi-
nal inspection and reim-

bursement. For additional
information and resources,
please visit mysafeflhome.
com.

About PIFF: The Per-
sonal Insurance Federation
of Florida, Inc. (PIFF), is a
leading voice for the per-
sonal lines property and ca-
sualty insurance industry in
Florida.

PIFF represents na-
tional insurance carriers
and their subsidiaries, in-

cluding many of the state’s
top writers of private pas-
senger auto and homeown-
ers multiperil insurance.
Together, PIFF members
write more than $13 billion
in premium in the state.

PIFF advocates for a
healthy and competitive
insurance marketplace for
the benefit of Florida con-
sumers. Follow us @PIFF-
News. Visit PIFF.net to
learn more.

Byrd: Culinary leader is the best

Continued from page 2A

pher Bates, the program di-
rector for the Magnet Acad-
emy of Culinary Arts at
Wekiva High School, won
the National Teacher of the
Year Award from the Cen-
ter for the Advancement of
Foodservice Education.
This is a tremendous
honor and is the second
national award for Chef
Bates. He was also honored
with the James H Maynard
National Award for Class-
room Innovation last year.
Chef Bates is a vision-
ary leader who designed
and created the Culinary
Arts Magnet program and
has developed it into a na-

tional and state-recognized
program in a few short
years. This is the only cu-
linary magnet in Orange
County and is growing by
leaps and bounds every
year and continues to gain
impressive industry part-
nerships.

Most importantly is
that Chef Bates inspires nu-
merous students each year
to continue their culinary
experience.

He ignites a passion
for culinary arts in these
young people. You see it
when you walk into the
kitchen where they are
working.

These kids are on fire
for this work and the pas-

sion they have is a direct
result of the passion that
Chef Bates has for teaching
them.

Chef Bates will rep-
resent Orange County and
Apopka in San Antonio in
June when he receives his
national award. We are so
incredibly proud of him for
this great honor.

I’ve said it once and
I’ll say it again, incredi-
ble things are happening in
our schools every day and
we have some of the most
dedicated and spectacu-
lar professionals working
in our local schools. Con-
gratulations to all of you
who make a difference ev-
ery day!

Best Foot: Pedestrian safety is a must

Continued from page 2A

The Best Foot For-
ward for Pedestrian Safety
(BFF) program is adminis-
tered by the local non-profit
Bike/Walk Central Florida
(BWCF). BFF was created
to reverse the conflict be-
tween pedestrians and driv-
ers by focusing on one spe-
cific behavior change — get-
ting more drivers to yield
for pedestrians at marked
crosswalks as Florida law
requires. More than a cam-
paign, Best Foot Forward
is a behavior change-based
program designed to im-
prove road safety through
consistent and persistent
education, high-visibili-

ty crosswalk enforcement,
and low-cost engineering
countermeasures at marked
crosswalks. Best Foot For-
ward operates in six Central
Florida counties and is the
largest pedestrian-focused
grassroots coalition in the
nation, working with more
than 40 local and regional
partners. Since launching
in 2012, the percentage of
drivers yielding to people
in marked crosswalks has
increased from 17 percent
to more than 50 percent on
roads with a speed limit

of 35 mph and lower and
2 percent to 45 percent on
roads 40 mph and higher.
To learn more, visit iyield-
4peds.org.

About Bike/Walk Cen-
tral Florida:

Bike Walk Central
Florida (BWCEF) is a re-
gional advocacy organiza-
tion for bicyclists and pe-
destrians. Since 2010, the
organization has worked
on behalf of local pedes-
trians and bicyclists to ad-
vocate for safe and conve-
nient places for people to
bike and walk, regardless
of where they live or where
they need to go. Focusing
on their four pillars of pol-
icy, perception, practice,
and sustainability, BWCF
works tirelessly to advocate
for policies, programs and
infrastructure that is fair
and accessible to all.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?

Send a letter to the Editor online www.theapopkachief.com
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Gas: Initiative means to help
consumers make best decision

Continued from page 1A

go to the city councils of
Apopka, Winter Garden
and Clermont, LANGD’s
member municipalities.
LANGD’s energy
choice initiative is about
giving consumers the right
to determine the best en-
ergy needs for their bud-
get and lifestyle by giving
communities a mix of ener-

gy choices.
The electrification
movement proposes the

move to an all-electric, sin-
gle-source model that elim-
inates the use of natural gas
and natural gas products. A
single-source energy mod-
el would eliminate compe-
tition, thus allowing elec-
tric companies to monop-
olize the energy landscape

and deprive consumers’
right to choose their ener-
gy source, Haywood said at
the LANGD Board of Di-
rectors March 25 meeting.
Electrification

on the misconception that

lives

electricity is equivalent to
natural gas in affordability,
dependability and cleanli-
ness, Haywood explained.
In June 2021, Flori-
da House Bill 919, which
Governor Ron DeSantis
signed into law, effective
July 2021, which prevents
local governments from
banning fuel sources and
protects the rights of those
who currently have the
choice to use natural gas.
However, that didn’t
stop developers — mostly
outside the area — from tak-
ing it upon themselves to

deny homeowners energy
choice, Haywood said.

According to  the
American Public Gas Asso-
ciation, families are losing
more than $1,000 per year
in energy cost dollars with-
out a choice.

Families in LANGD’s
parent cities are losing more
than $35.9 million per year
as a result of natural gas not
being used or not being a
choice. This number was
based on the data collected
from the 2020 Census data
combined with LANGD’s
service territory data.

LANGD’s energy
choice initiative is not a
new subject. The subject
had been broached at board
meetings multiple times
over the years.

Fri., April 26, 2024 thru
Sun., April 28, 2024

CHALLENGERS (R) 1:00; 4:00;
7:00; +10:00

CIVIL WAR (R) 1:10; 4:10; 6:50;
+9:40

UNSUNG HERO (PG) 1:20; 4:20;
7:10;+9:50

GODZILLA X KONG: THE NEW
EMPIRE (PG-13) 1:30; 4:30; 7:20;
+10:10

SPY X FAMILY CODE: WHITE
(DUB) (PG-13) 1:40

THE MINISTRY OF
UNGENTLEMANLY WARFARE (R)
1:50; 3:50; 6:40; +9:30
GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN
EMPIRE (PG-13) 2:00; 4:50; 7:40;
+10:20

ABIGAL (R) 2:10%; 2:30%*; 5:00*;
5:10%%; 7:50; +10:30

SPY X FAMILY CODE: WHITE
(SUB) (PG-13) 4:40; 7:30; +10:10
KID: MINIONS (PG) 12:30%*

*FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY
*FRI & SAT ONLY

Regal Forever Favorites!
$5 select movies at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays
1st matinee on Thursdays!

VALUE DAY
TUESDAYS ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SATURDAY MORNING KID FLICKS
SELECT MOVIES $2

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.

They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

Flags to fly half-mast on April 26

Gov. Ron DeSantis said that flags are to
fly half-mast on Friday, April 26, until
Bob Graham’s burial near his home in

Miami, as he was Florida’s governor
from 1979 to 1987. Gov. Graham’s age

was 87 at his time of death on April 16,
2024. He also spent three terms in the

U.S. Senate .representing Florida.

-
4
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Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing

Serv1ce Inc.

407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

-

Licensed & Insured
State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

(

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

Shopping areund for car insurance?

Auto-Owners Insurance offers broad, flexible
protection for your car and you! Choose from a
variety of programs designed to fit your needs. We
also have many discounts available such as
multi-policy, multi-car and good student discount.

€ GENTRY

INSURANCE AGENCY

Apopka ¢ 407-886-3301 « www.gentryins.com

Community
Events

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

v/ Titer Testing

munity Events

RSR
Rock Springs Realty,

Residential & Investment Real Estate
* Selling: What's your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

LLC

'ROUNCE & SLIDE

TURN ANY DAY INTO
A JUMP-FOR-1OY
OCCHSION!

*NOW Available:

INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
*Bounce houses

and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
 Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
o Clean, Commercial Grade

Ouallty Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and $.1.0.T.0. certified.

Are You Looking
to Throw the
Ultimate Party?

We Buy Kids Things

Trendy Kids

303 E. Semoran Blvd.,
Ste 202, Apopka

407-778-8010

L

The Best Compliment

You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses and organizations.

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka
(407) 832-2627 "Qussis

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,

will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

P\
SERTOMA

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

.

Your trusted local news sof

Get Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

In Print. Online. On the Go.
[m] ¥ [m]

[=]

Your Local News. Your Way!

Staying connected is
now easier than ever...

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffic

Church News

Classifieds

and so much more

Get Your E-edition
Call or Subscribe Online!

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121

NORTH AMERICA’'S

*1 Selling waicin Tub %%

Featuring our Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all of the soothing
benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a
convenient refreshing shower while seated or
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s

FREE Shower Package!

« First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

« Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height
and pivots to offer a seated shower option

« High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive

lifetime warranty on the entire tub

« Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included

at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds—there
isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

— f-—.l- AL B F T uﬁﬂl

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER

¢

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka

Office Supply) would like to thank the generous

Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
sight or hearing for so MANY.

PACKAGE
PLUS 51600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

SAF&STEP

WaAaLK-IN TuB

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with

any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. FINANCING
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. AVAILABLE €
WITH APPROVED <
CREDIT

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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Additional $1.5 billion will go toward Everglades restoration

By Andrew Powell
The Center Square

Governor Ron DeSan-
tis announced on Monday,
April 22, an additional $1.5
billion to restore the Ever-
glades and provide water

quality improvements for
fiscal 2024-25.
Approximately  $850
million will be allocated
to Everglades restoration.
This includes $614 million
for the Comprehensive Ev-
erglades Restoration Plan

Your Guide to Local Business

and the Everglades Agri-
cultural Area Reservoir.

DeSantis said that
when he became gover-
nor in 2019, there had been
persistent neglect of Ever-
glades projects and other
natural resources.

DeSantis said that in
January 2019, the Legisla-
ture allocated $2.5 billion
over four years.

At the beginning of
DeSantis’ second term in
2023, the governor and the
Legislature pledged anoth-

er $2.5 billion over the next
four years, upping it to $3.5
billion.

In the current fiscal
year, $1.7 billion has been
spent on water quality and
the Everglades projects.

Florida has invested

$6.5 billion into environ-
mental protection, resto-
ration efforts, water qual-
ity, and infrastructure
since 2019. Planned proj-
ects have also been able to
break ground up to a year
ahead of schedule.

= i e

INCREASE THE VA

LUE OF YOUR HOME

WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

a1 fé) L ake Apopka

“taineemiss NQEUral Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307
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HEALTH
cemmiiee (OEOIOFZ

BRUNCH AND BINGO!

TREAT YOUR MAMA TO A SOME FOOD,
FUN, AND A FABULOUS TIME!
FIRST 5 PEOPLE TO SIGN UP

RECEIVE A FREE PIECE OF BLING!

May 9 2024

METRO HEALTH OF APOPKA
7015. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL APOPKA, FL

MUST RSVP BY MAY 5TH CALL
NOW 321-248-3544

(e METRO
4

Colin Watts, M.D.
Physician

Julaine Beth Harding, RN.
Nurse Practitioner

x HEALTH OF APOPKA
(all 407-886-2777 to find out about our

Dedicated Primary Care for Sentors
701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
Business Profile program or e-mail

Plus the Medicare
Educational Center
APOPKA, FL 32703
ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL
YOUR BUSINESS

STORY!

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District Celebrates Safe

Digging Month & Locator Appreciation Week

Spring is officially
here, and with it, one of
the busiest times of the
year for outdoor projects.
Consequently, it’s also
the time of year when
the most damage occurs
to underground utilities
such as cable, sewer or
natural gas lines. In fact,
an underground utility
line is damaged approxi-
mately every six minutes
in the United States.

Hitting an under-
ground utility line can
cause a whole slew of
inconveniences like
lengthy service outag-
es, fines, repair costs,
or even possible injury.
To prevent this, Nation-
al Safe Digging Month
— observed every April
— was established by
the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Pipeline
and Hazardous Materi-
als Safety Administra-
tion to raise awareness
for safe digging practic-
es and encourage those
about to begin any exca-
vation project to call 811,
a nationwide toll-free
number.

Contacting Sun-
shine 811 is free and
legally required before
starting any digging proj-
ectin Florida. When con-
tacting 811, the organi-
zation then notifies util-
ity companies of pend-
ing excavation projects
so buried lines can be
located and marked, so
you can begin your dig
project safely.

Celebrating over 30
years of service, Sun-
shine 811 is Florida’s
leading authority on

i

Contacting Sunshine 811 is free and legally required

project in Florida. For more information, please contact Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District main office at (407) 656-2734.

safe digging practices.
Its mission is to help you
avoid expensive under-
ground utility damage,
which could otherwise
burden taxpayers with
billions in costs annually,
and they’re committed to
addressing unsafe dig-
ging practices through
community education,
proactive participation,
and ongoing innovation.
Learn more at https://
sunshine811.com.

Here are a few tips
to help you dig safe this
summer:

1. Florida resi-
dents should call 811 at
least two (2) full busi-
ness days before any
digging project. For ex-
ample, if you plan to be-
gin work over the week-
end, reach out by Tues-
day or Wednesday to en-
sure you're able to hit the
ground running come
Saturday.

2. Always treat lo-
cator flags and paint
markers as approximate
and leave a “tolerance
zone” of 24 inches from
the outer edges of a bur-

ied line.

3. Locator marks
must always remain vis-
ible. Never place dump
piles or building materi-
als over marks; call 811
again if the marks fade.

4. Do not wuse
mechanized equip-
ment near the utility
lines. The safest thing
to do is manually dig to
expose the utility line
and avoid damaging it.

Here’s a quick break-
down of what the differ-
ent-colored locator flags
mean:

-RED: Electricity, Pow-
er, and Lighting

-ORANGE: Communi-
cation

-YELLOW: Gas, Oil,
Steam and Petrol

-GREEN: Sewer Drain
Lines

-BLUE: Water

-PURPLE: Reclaim Wa-
ter, Irrigation and Slurry

Keeping safety at
the forefront of our mis-
sion, April also provides
an opportunity to shine
a spotlight on the men
and women whose job it
is to mark underground

i

before starting any digging

%, Know what's helow.

Il before you dig.
Lkl

utilities. From April 24-
28, we at Lake Apop-
ka Natural Gas District
proudly celebrate Loca-
tor Safety Appreciation
Week and the experts
who help us navigate
around potential haz-
ards while expanding
our natural gas network.
Thank you for all you do!

This National Safe
Digging Month, join
Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District and Sun-
shine 811 in promoting
safe digging practices
to keep utility lines intact
and everyone safe. And
remember, always call
811 before you dig!

Interested in explor-
ing the benefits of natu-
ral gas for your home or
business? Contact the
District’'s marketing team
at (407) 656-2734 ext.
307, marketing@langd.
org, or visit https://www.
langd.org/ for more infor-
mation.

Advertisement

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY ?

Read Florida’s public notices in this newspaper or online to find out.

Warnings to Appear

Foreclosures
Property Auctions
Ordinances

Notices to Contractors

Bid Notices

Hearing Nofices

And More!

FLORIDA
i} PUBLIC NOTICES

WWW.FLORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

IT'S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The Apopka Chief Newspaper

www.TheApopkaChief.com | 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka | 407-886-2777 | www.FloridaPublicNotices.com
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April 24th was Denim Day

: Apopka supports the

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY,
LIFE, AND FUTURE!

£ k
COBBLESTONE

INSURANCE AGENCY
<‘uto | Business | Financial Ser

The city of Apopka par-
ticipated in Denim Day
on Wednesday, April 24,
joining millions world-
wide, standing in soli-
darity with sexual as-
sault survivors and one
another. The city of

Victim Service Center
of Central Florida and
their efforts to prevent
the traumatizing effects
of sexual violence and
help heal those that
have been impacted.

V4
assuranceamensUNEINIERG

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

) 889-9555 www.cobfin
) 889-5084 I Like us on

s help you with all your insurance

Photo courtesy of city of
Apopka/Facebook

Look for
GREAT DEALS
& COUPONS
in the

insert today!
The Apopka Chief

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that JOSEPH LEWIS has
made an application to the City of Apopka Planning Commission and
the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM
RESIDENTIAL LOW TO INDUSTRIAL FOR 0.57 +/- ACRES. This application
relates to the following described properties:

ORDINANCE NO. 3051
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING
THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN OF THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND
USE DESIGNATION FROM RESIDENTIAL LOW TO INDUSTRIAL
FOR PAVE A LOT ASPHALT MAINTAINENANCE INC GENERALLY
LOCATED EAST OF S HIGHLAND AVENUE, AND NORTH OF E 10TH
STREET, OWNED BY JOSEPH LEWIS, COMPRISING 0.57 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.
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[ 951 S Highland Ave
] Parcel

Parcel Identification Numbers: 15-21-28-0000-00-106

Contains: 0.57 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 3051 at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, May 14, 2024
beginning at 5:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3051
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, June 5,
2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M. or soon thereafter.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission

April 26, 2024 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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MEET YOUR Local
Hearing Care
PROVIDER

Olnd finde k. Yow _
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We’ve Moved!

Visit our new location in Apopka, now open to the public!

Call today and make a reservation for your customized
hearing solution while spots are still available!

407.358.7045

_g“‘“(“@:ENTnnL Apopka « 200 N Park Ave, Ste B
7" FLORIDA  Leesburg - 1108 W Dixie Ave
AUBDIGY

~4 ¢ nln 4
o1 r,rfﬁﬁr’-é;yg; Amy Davis, Au.D. CERTIFIE

CentralFloridaAudiology.com
SPONSORED BY
APOPKAJ
T, oetgﬂ'

GFWC
APOPKA
WOMAN'’S
CLuUB
AND
THE
CITY OF
APOPKA

nd

/ ANNUAL

FESTIVAL

fpril 27th and 28th, 2024
dak.: 9 a.m. - & pum. - Sun.: 10 a.m. - 4 pum.

e Indoor & Outdoor Foliage
e Juried Fine Art and Creative Handcrafts
e |ive Entertainment
e Plant Doctors e Kids Zone
e Conservation Exhibits
e Food Vendors
¢ | ocal School Art Displays
e Beer and Wine Garden

Kit Land Nelson Park,
35 S. Park Ave. Apopka, FL 32703

ApopkaArtandFoliageFestival.org

SPONSORS

\METRO

HEALTH

DEDICATED PRIMARY CARE FOR SENIORS

ORLANDO HEALTH'

%
AdventHealth
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Wreaths: Apopka hosts holiday wreath-laying event at cemetery

Continued from page 1A

their name is forgotten. So,
our goal is to make sure
that those names are never
forgotten,” said Robert Z.
Easley, MEE ambassador.
The  concept  for
Wreaths Across America
was planted in 1992, when
Morrill Worcester, owner of
awreath company in Maine,
had a surplus of 5,000 hol-
iday wreaths. He gave the
wreaths to Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery to lay on
veterans’ graves. This was
inspired by a memory he
had as a 12-year-old paper
boy, when he won a trip to
Washington D.C., where he
visited the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier at Arlington
National Cemetery.

The wreath-laying on
veterans’ graves became a
quiet tradition for over a de-
cade, until a photographer
took a photograph of rows
of veterans’ graves covered

in wreaths and snow. This
image circulated around the
internet, sparking nation-
al interest in wreath-lay-
ing on veterans’ graves. In
2007, the Worcester family
and several veterans’ orga-
nizations formed Wreaths
Across America as a 501(c)
3).

In 2022, Wreaths
Across America and its na-
tional network of volun-
teers placed over 2.7 mil-
lion sponsored veterans’

wreaths on headstones of
our nation’s service mem-
bers at 3,702 participating
locations.

This is the fourth
year the city of Apop-
ka will conduct a Wreaths
Across America ceremony
at Edgewood-Greenwood
Cemetery.

The Edgewood Green-
wood Cemetery currently
has 389 identified veter-
ans buried there, with more
probably to be identified

for next December, accord-
ing to Retired. Col. Loretta
Forlaw, a member of VFW
Post 10147 Auxiliary.
“Each wreath costs
$17. We work with great
sponsors and local volun-
teers. Some folks just come
to do volunteer work, some
buy wreaths. We have some
great sponsors also. So, we
just look forward to having
a special event like this to
heighten the awareness so
people know that veterans

are being recognized at the
holidays with the wreaths.”

This year, National
Wreaths Across America
Day will be held on Satur-
day, December 14, when
over two million volunteers
and supporters will honor
veterans at over 4,225 par-
ticipating locations in all 50
states, at sea and abroad.

For more information,
visit wreathsacrossamerica.
org.

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention

before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

+ Landscape Installation
+ Stump Grinding
N Grapple Truck Services

321-689-586

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

JAMES MALTBY _ [cenced

Schroeder

Dental
@rnu COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
A Ty 407-886-1611

%45 CLEANING

~1 Schedule Your Next
i Cleaning and Save!

Wvaid for new pafients only. Subject fo exam by doctor. 1
1Does notinclude periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 1
¥ w o be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 1

. pshare with your family and friends. Expires 5/31/24.

New Patients Welcome! o _ o @ o o e e e e e e e e e =

MYApOka Denﬁsi.nei Erj_ergency Appoiniments Available
527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL vah:mgﬁ/ Zoom!

WHAT ARE
THEY DOING IN
THERE?

EXCUSE ME, BUT
THEY MAKE ME GO OUT
IN THE YARD.

WHY
WON'T THEY
LET ME IN?

IN FRONT OF

g S THE NEIGHBORS.

BATHROOM.
THEY NEED
PRIVACY.

A

—/
T
“TPARK AVENUE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL 307-880-9446

WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

n

STOP BY
TODAY!

Consumer Gellular

NO HIDDEN
FEES.

NO HIDDEN
ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SUPPORT.

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

We've been ranked “#1 in
Customer Service among
Wireless Value MVNOs,
15 Times in a Row.’

844-759-1652

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

N\

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e Our sauces are made fresh daily
e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
e Only the finest ingredients are used

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at

3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
ApopKka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 » 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

\ Y 4

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Need to send

Oor receive a
FAX?

AOS

407-889-4455

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

ASSOCIATES IN
DERMATOLOGY

Your Skin Cancer & Skincare @hem//&z‘s

General, Surgical
& Gosmetic Dermatology

MOHS Micrographic Surgery

— 16 LOCATIONS ——
TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA

531 Wekiva

” . Commons Circle
chael Steppie, MD
President & Medical Director Wo%wf_’ M#Ml %/

800-837-SKIN ¢ DermOrlando.com
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JOHN (MONIE) HOUCHINS

John (Monie) Houchins, 90, passed away
April 20. Born in Petersburg, Va., he was two
days shy of being 91, his birth date being April
22, 1933. He moved to Florida in 1972, opened
College Park Restaurant in 1973 and sold it in

1988. He then retired.

He loved fishing and was able to catch a 10
pound bass April 6, his last day of fishing. The
biggest one he caught weighed 13 pounds. He
also loved watching his race car compete at New

Smyrna Speedway.

Monie’s survivors are his wife Terri of 43
years, three children: Nancy Turner, William
(Judy) Houchins, and David (Dawn) Santo, and
his sister: Toni (George) LaPierre; nine grandchil-
dren, 17 great grandchildren and 3 great, great

grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by his son Donnie
Houchins and his brother Richard Houchins.
Funeral services will be Saturday, May 4,

at 12 p.m., at Highland Memorial Gardens on

Semoran Blvd. (Hwy 436) in Apopka. In lew of
flowers send donations to Hospice in Altamonte

Springs.

Monie shown here with
one of his large catches.

0> LOOMIS FAMILY /e
FUNERAL HOME

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

Obits

JOHN (MONIE) HOUCH-
INS, 90, passed away April 20,
2024. Born in Petersburg, Va., on
April 22, 1933. He is preceded in
death by his son Donnie Houchins
and his brother Richard Houch-
ins. Survivors wife, Terri; children:
Nancy Turner, William (Judy)
Houchins, and David (Dawn)
Santo; sister, Toni (George) La-
Pierre; nine grandchildren; 17
great grandchildren; 3 great, great
grandchildren.

Call 407-886-2777
to find out about
our designed

Obituaries
and Memorials or
visit www. )
The <
Apopka 3 »
Chief.com/ juy-
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obituaries

Fame & Fortune are Ephemeral

I remember hearing
an author who had recent-
ly won the Pulitzer Prize
for Literature remark that
although she was pleased,
she wanted to keep things
in perspective.

She asked “How
many Pulitzer Prize win-
ners from the past can
you name?” Most ordi-
nary folks probably can’t
name one, and if we go
through a list of them,
we probably recognize a
few, but the fame of even
celebrated authors is cer-
tainly brief, and also nar-
row, in the sense that most
people don’t keep up with
famous authors.

We live in a time
when many people get
their 15 minutes of fame,
or their 15 seconds on
Tik Tok, but in the grand
scheme of things, we’re
all likely to be forgotten.

We inscribe our names
and dates on tombstones,
and perhaps inscribe a
clever epithet, and the fact
that we are inscribing it on
granite or some other rock
tricks us into thinking that
we are doing something
for the ages.

But we’re fooling
ourselves. Life is short,
and even if our tomb-
stones will last a thousand
years, it’s nothing but
a blink of the eye. Take
heart that life is brief and
that fame and fortune are
ephemeral. It makes us re-
alize that nothing is so im-
portant as to give us pause
or make us worry.

Eat, drink and be
merry, for tomorrow you
may die. I would add only
that you should be kind to
everyone you meet, for to-
morrow they may die.

— Christopher Simon

N
BhUt thos; w:o”walt on Newspaper Fame & Fortune are Ephemeral In the same way,
the Lord Shall renew - -
(See message above.)
their strength; They shall readers are « ; o let your light MaXImlze.your
agtn; y Now listen, you who say, “Today or shine before marketlng
mount up with winas fomorrow we will go to this or that
P ; ; 5 thers, that th dollars b
like eaales. Thev shall city, spend a year there, carry on otnhers, tha ey y
Jes e CONSUMERS! | business and make money. Why, you == may see your FOCUSING your
run and not be weary, do not even know what will happen .
Thev shall walk and not tomorrow. What is your life? You are « good deeds advertls“‘g
. y \ As a group, a mist that appears for a little while k and glorlfy your campaign on a
faint. Isaiah 40:31 thev have and then vanishes. Instead, you ought > .
y vy ; : Fath h concentrated
tremendous to say, If it is the Lord’ will, we will Yy, o~ ather In heaven.
. I live and do this or that.” market!
hl;: ;I;zrs:;: e buying power! | james +:13-15 N1V Matthew 5:16
before others, that
they may see your | AME Trinity Baptist Church New Covenant Dayspring Community Pentecostal
good deeds and St. Paul AME 407-886-2966 Perfecting Ministries Church Church in the Son
glorify your Father 407-889-4464 Wekiwa Springs 407-880-8898 407—814.—4996 407-246-0001
in heaven Anglican Baptist Church Holiness Everlasting Covenant Faith Fellowship Church
) Anglican Community 407-886-7864 St. Elizabeth Church of Christian Center 407-741-3750
Matthew 5:16 Fellowship God by Faith 407-884-8598 Ministerios Getsemani

Add Your Church
To Our List. Call
(407) 886-2777

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:

407-928-8617

407-886-3388

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

FUNERAL HOME
232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

o StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka
407-880-3167

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

Apopka Auto Upholstery

48 W. 4th Street, Apopka
(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011
In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at
TheApopka
Chief.com

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Find us at: theacf.net

Apostolic

Apostolic Church of Jesus
407-886-2556

Assembly of God

Apopka Assembly of God
407-886-2806

One Church

Markham Woods
407-774-0777

Baptist

Apopka First Baptist

407-886-2628

First Antioch Missionary

Baptist Church

407-963-5398

First Baptist Church of

Mount Dora

352-385-2222

First Baptist Church of

Sanlando Springs

407-788-6801

First Baptist Sorrento

352-383-2241

First Baptist Church of

Sweetwater

407-862-3893

First Baptist Church

of Tangerine

352-383-7920

First Baptist Church

of Zellwood

407-889-0509

Forest Avenue Baptist

Church

407-886-4374

Fountain of Life

Baptist Church

of Apopka, Inc.

407-814-8322

Gospel Centered Church

800-924-6850

Hope Baptist Church

407-886-6980

Lockhart Baptist Church

407-295-1133

Northside Baptist Church

407-884-4443

One Way Christian Church

www.onewaychristian
church.com

The Church at Oak Level

407-656-1523

Pleasant View Baptist

Church

407-886-6717

Riverside Baptist Church

407-295-3850

Springs Community

Baptist Church

407-889-2240

St. Luke’s Full Gospel

Baptist Church

352-735-9199

Bear Lake Bible Chapel
407-563-3931

Biblical Science

IDMR
321-948-3298

Catholic

St. Francis of Assisi
407-886-4602

Charismatic Episcopal

Ascension Church, CEC
407-880-9555

Christian

Christ Centered

Christian Church
321-331-0036

Journey Christian Church
407-884-7223

Real Life Christian
Church

352-735-LOVE

Christian Science

Christian Science Church
407-389-4200

Church of Christ

Apopka Church of Christ
now with Plymouth*
Central Church of Christ
407-869-1419

Plymouth (and Apopka)
Church of Christ*
407-886-1466

Church of Christ

of West Orange
407-656-27170

Tri-City Church of Christ
407-920-1757

10th Street Church of Christ
407-884-4835

Church of God

Church of God of Zellwood
407-886-3074

Grace Street Church of God
407-298-9188

Healing Waters Church

of God

407-886-3780

Park Avenue Worship
Center

407-886-2696

Sorrento Church of God
352-735-4245

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Apopka Ward
407-880-9877

Episcopal

Church of the Holy Spirit
407-886-1740

Faith and Word

Word of Life
407-886-7427

Full Gospel

Millenium of Glory
407-814-0041

407-886-6290

St. Matthew Holiness

407-889-2274

Temple of Faith Church

407-884-6960
Independent

True Temple of God

407-880-8181
Interdenominational

New Vision

Community Church

407-886-3619

Northwest Community

Church

407-578-2088

One Accord Christian

Fellowship Church

407-523-3002
Jewish

Congregation Beth Am

407-862-3505

Congregation of Reform

Judaism

407-645-0444
Lutheran

St. Paul Lutheran

407-889-2634
Methodist

First United Methodist

407-886-3421

Bear Lake United Methodist

407-862-1531

Zellwood United Methodist

407-889-4426
Moravian

Rolling Hills

Moravian Church

407-332-8380

Nazarene
Calvary Church of
the Nazarene
407-889-2148
Apopka Springhill
Church of the Nazarene
407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
Anointed Word Family
Worship Center
407-886-4989
Casa De Oracién
Internacional
321-239-7680
Center of Faith Church
for All People
407-464-9375
Church on the Edge
407-869-1133
City of Destiny (The)
407-884-6322
Compass Community
Church
407-880-6110

Faithworks Church
302-293-1391

Freedom Fellowship
407-299-6311

Freedom Ministries
407-886-6006

Grace Gospel Church
321-438-4554

Grace Pointe Church
407-889-3383
Graceworx

Community Church
321-228-4599

Happy Hill Ministries
407-889-0583

Holy Tabernacle Church
407-928-8617

Hosanna To The Highest
Ministries
407-491-4266

Inspire

407-415-6218
Ministries of Good Life
407-703-7464

New Life Praise
Worship Center
407-880-3421

New Beginning
Worship Center
352-455-9173

New Life Word of Faith
321-460-8205

Orlando Church of
Christ

407-823-7370
Philemon Ministries
407-718-7179

Rejoice in the Lord
Ministries
407-814-7643

Remnant Christian Center
407-703-7346

Renewal Church
407-410-5378

Servants of God Ministries
407-814-8255

Sorrento Christian Center
352-735-4447

Spirit of Life

Christian Church
407-886-4570
Tangerine

Community Church
352-383-4173

The Shabach Church
407-445-1230

True Words of God
Tabernacle of Meeting
407-227-8829

Victory Church World
Outreach Center
407-889-7288

407-310-8672
Prince of Peace
Pentecostal Missionary
Church, Inc.
407-889-9269
Pentecostals of Apopka
407-889-3802
Way of Grace Ministries
407-292-9998
Presbyterian
First Presbyterian
of Apopka
407-886-5943
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
Rolling Hills
Community Church
407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
Apopka Seventh-day
Adventist
407-889-2812
Florida Living SDA
Church
407-284-7472
Forest Lake
407-869-0680
Franco-Haitian
407-296-4368
Genesis Spanish
509-264-4873
Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist
407-290-1800
Mount Olive
407-886-0430
Orlando Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist
407-292-9210
Orlando Vietiamese
Seventh-day Adventist
407-339-4974
Patmos Chapel SDA
321-870-8583
Pine Hills
407-291-4816
Plymouth-Sorrento
407-884-0595
Templo Biblico
Templo Asamblea Biblica
Lake Howell Branch
Chapel
407-814-4465
Unity
Unity Church of
Christianity
407-295-9181
Ukrainian
St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Ukrainian
407-880-1640 ¢
386-848-9888

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;

that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 407-889-4121*
Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

+ Business Tax Return Filing

+ Personal Tax Return Filing

« Tax Planning

A
SCOTT e~ ASSOCIATES

ACCOUNTING FIRM INC

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

CUR SERVICES INCLUDE!

= Bookkeeping & Payroll
= Audit Assistance

(G- Castpa, 5 Covpe, Man Prolit, Parires sbips srd Cooperative)

1 \ Iy 38 b
CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY - 321-754-1360
2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703

Located at Hunt Club Business Center e www.countonscott.com

Food pantry finishes annual fundraiser

nproﬁt Christian

Loaves and Fishes, on 206 E. Eighth St., Apopka, has ended its annual long March Match Madness, which
ran March 1-31. The Christian food pantry ministry collected $56,589.98 and received a $50,000-match,
bringing them a total to $106,589.98. The Loaves & Fishes staff and volunteers (pictured) express grati-
tude to the entire community for its support and kindness to help feed those in need. Loaves & Fishes
helps approximately 300 qualified families/individuals each week, which amounts to over 24,600 items

Ministry

you fed me".

ted in b
0115 accepte BLUE DOO“

+ st at B ~_an Al

distributed each month. Operating hours are Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Photo by Loaves and Fishes

Make Your S tatement

Apopka, FL

Your LED Sign
Installation Experts

We'll Handle It All - From concept to completion let us light
up your business. Contact Us Now!

Illuminated Signs ¢ Permits ¢ Installation

407-774-0003

3030 E Semoran Blvd #156 Apopka FL, 32703

m&mm 5%

9 Lunch specials served in 20 minutes or free.
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. We only use air fryers & convection’ ovens

Mon. CLOSED
Tues, Wed. & Thurs.
11:30AM -10PM

____________________

10% OFF |

FOR VETERANS, POLICE,
FIRE & AMBULANCE CREWS

any other offer or specials.
Expires APRIL 30,2024

T|psy Sparrows
- Mcintyre Celtic band
. = Open Mic 3-5pm
$1 off beer for singers

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM

1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
407-703-8195

Must present coupon. Not valid with

:

f ©

i Get Out & Go

SERINGYY

2024 Edge

mullinax ¢

Disclaimer: 1.9% APR financing for 72 months available on '23 F150, ‘23 Explorer, 24 Edge,
'23 Escape and '23 Bronco Sport while supplies last. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and
Lightning and requires credit approval and financing through Ford Credit. Not all buyers
will qualify. 1.9% financing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. Eer$1000f|nanced regardless of
down payment. 1.9% offer may not be compatible with other factory incentives. Residency
restrictions apply. Ends 4/30/24. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

2023 F-150 2023 Explorer

Water schedule has changed

This week, the city of
Apopka Department of Pub-
lic Services has enacted a
state of water supply con-
servation to ensure an ade-
quate supply of potable and
reclaim water.

With an increasingly
faster depletion of the water
supply being observed at the
city of Apopka potable and
reclaim water plants, the
city is entering the manda-
tory water conservation re-
strictions listed below.

The following restric-
tions are in effect beginning
Wednesday, April 24:

Restriction type: Man-
datory

According to the St.
Johns River Water Manage-
ment District, restricted irri-
gation activities are permit-
ted before 10 a.m. and after
4 p.m. and are limited to al-
ternate days. Addresses end-
ing in odd numbers may wa-
ter on Wednesday and Sat-
urday. Addresses ending in
even numbers may water on
Thursday and Sunday. Non-
residential irrigation may
water on Tuesday and Fri-
day.

At this time, we are re-
questing that residential and
commercial customers do
not install new sod until the
water restrictions have been
rescinded.

Any irrigation practices
are restricted to 15 minutes
per zone.

Consequences of vio-
lating the restrictions are:

First Violation: Written
Warning

Second Violation: $50
Fine

Third  Violation:$100
Fine

Subsequent
tions:$500 Fine

Each day in which any
violation exists shall be
deemed to constitute a sepa-
rate offense.

Drought Level:
Wave

Restriction: Mandatory

Restricted Activities:

Outside Water Use in
General

Watering Lawns
Gardens

For more information,
contact the Department of
Public Services by phone at
407-703-1731.

Viola-

Heat

&

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion
e Our sauces are made fresh daily
¢ The house salad dressing is made from scratch
¢ Only the finest ingredients are used

'-z .

Claf: f'e g]%@@ﬁano

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZILE CAN BE
FOUND ON PAGE 2B
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PERFECTIO

™ The world’s most tender, flavorful
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

™ The juiciest air-chilled chicken,
tastiest pork, and so much more.

™ Every bite is a 100% guaranteed
gourmet experience you'll crave.

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHER

OMAHA STEAKS SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE
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All-Time Grilling Faves

Butcher's Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.) i:
Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)
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75432SVL separately $234.93

8 FREE BURGERS (A 523 VALUE)

ORDER NOW! » OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432.

Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for
sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24. | 24M6132 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

599%

The Crossword Puzzle is found on page 2B
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Audit: Nelson asks that more items be added to audit

Continued from page 1A

port our opinion. However, we’re
not issuing an opinion on the ef-
fectiveness of those internal con-
trol generally accepted auditing
standards, as well as government
auditing standards to provide rea-
sonable not absolute assurance
that the financial statements are
free of material misstatement.
The financial statements are the
responsibility of city’s manage-
ment. I’'m happy to report that
we’ve issued an unmodified opin-
ion, which is the highest form of
assurance that we can provide.”
“I'm happy to report that
there are no current year find-
ings, which again, is the first time
in at least six years or potential-
ly beyond that. I only went back
six years,” Anderson continued.
“That your auditors can stand up
here and say that we had no find-
ings in performing the audit. I
spoke previously about the sin-
gle audit. The city did receive and

spend approximately $3.8 million
in federal awards, which required
Maulden and Jenkins to perform
an audit over two major programs
covering $3.2 million of the $3.8
million of those expenditures. We
had no issues in regard to com-
pliance or internal controls over
compliance with respect to those
grants that we tested.”

Mayor Bryan Nelson asked
Anderson two questions. The
first was when was the last time
Anderson spoke with the may-
or about the audit. Anderson said
it was when his firm began the
planning phase around last Au-
gust-September. Nelson’s second
question was if Anderson ever
donated money to campaigns
with anybody sitting on the dais.
Anderson replied no.

Before Anderson’s presen-
tation, City Finance Director
Blanche Sherman provided an
overview of the city’s check pro-
cessing, which includes a lot of
checks and balances between de-

partments, Sherman said.

“So, it’s kind of simple, but
it’s not simple,” Sherman said.
“There’s a lot of checks and bal-
ances, A lot of steps that we go
through. A lot of review and over-
sight.”

Commissioner Nick Nesta
gave his thoughts regarding the
forensic audit: “I know you’re
asking for scope, things like that,
you want very specific items la-
beled and things like that. I know
we had the discussion and I wrote
emails back and forth and I stat-
ed it in the minutes that we also
approved earlier today that my
presentation was as granular as
I want to get. I think it needs to
be a very wide-cast net was the
whole point of this, that the 5-0
vote agreed to. So, if you want,
I don’t know to what extent you
need my assistance on that lev-
el, but I don’t know if there, it
doesn’t need to get more granular
than that.”

“It needs to be a wide net.

That’s the whole point of it. I don’t
know what else to, it doesn’t need
to get more specific, I guess is my
concern is that the more specific
we get, the more things we’re go-
ing to miss,” Nesta said.

Sherman said she’ll make
a draft based on the information
she has, then send it to each City
Council member for a final re-
view.

During his mayor’s report,
Nelson asked for six items to add
to the forensic audit.

*To verify the business tax
receipt payments from 2013 to
current for Nester Real Estate
Consultants, BRPC consulting
and Nelson’s Insurance Services;

*Qualify checks for all can-
didates for the 2022 and 2024
elections;

*The number of late cam-
paign reports for Nesta, Commis-
sioners Alexander H. Smith and
Diane Velazquez, former Com-
missioner Kyle Becker, and Nel-
son for all the elections, and es-

pecially look at all seven of Nel-
son’s elections;

*Verify or discredit the ex-
cess income of interest income
of One Florida Bank over Syno-
vus Bank from June 2021 to June
2023 when One Florida decided
not to take on any city of Apopka
deposits.

*Verify the extra earning
that Nesta secured and continue
to generate. Nelson referenced a
Promises Made, Promises Kept”
postcard from Nesta’s latest re-
election campaign, which stated,
No. 2, fiscally responsible spend-
ing: I successfully advocated and
secured a solid investment option
earning approximately $1 million
more per year in interest for the
residents’ funds, meaning low-
er taxes and the ability to invest
back into the community.

*To know the excess spend-
ing on attorney fees since the
city’s inside counsel Michael Ro-
driguez resigned in May 2023.

Board: Other highlights include a strategic plan update

Continued from page 1A

decade to maintain and update
current schools and build new
schools in high-growth areas of
the county. In addition, this fund-
ing will help to enhance student
security and provide updated
technology in schools.

The next step is to send the
referendum to the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners for approval to
place on the November 5 ballot.

Strategic Plan update

The Orange County Pub-
lic Schools (OCPS) Safety and
Emergency Management Of-
fice presented on the purpose of
OCPS having a Family Reunifi-

cation Plan to safely reunite stu-
dents and employees with their
families if a school or facility is
closed or unexpectedly evacuated
due to a natural or manmade di-
saster.

This plan provides a frame-
work to establish, manage, and
demobilize a Family Reunifica-
tion Center. It defines the roles
and responsibilities of staff, en-
sures the safety and accountabil-
ity of students, and establish-
es procedures to expeditiously
reunite students with a parent,
guardians or other authorized in-
dividual under controlled circum-
stances.

The development of the re-
unification plan is in coordination

CITY OF APOPKA

with OCPS’ public safety part-
ners.

Check presentation

Addition Financial present-
ed the school board with a check
for $57,898. The funds were
made possible through their Af-
finity Debit Card Program. The
program donates three cents to
the school district every time an
OCPS branded debit card is used
in a transaction. Addition Finan-
cial is a credit union that has part-
nered with OCPS for 87 years.

School Board recognitions

*West Orange High Student Ad-
visory Council member, Brady
Beahler, presented on the WOHS

culture and introduced the
school’s Unified Cheer in a per-
formance. In addition, theatre stu-
dents sang “S’Wonderful” from
the musical “Nice To Work if You
Can Get It.”

*UCF and Orange County Envi-
ronmental Protection Division
(EPD) Air Quality Management
(AQM) program air-quality slo-
gan winner: Evans High soph-
omore Myron Divers for com-
ing up with the motto, “Breathe
Life into our Future. Act Now for

Cleaner Air!”
*OCPS’ 10th Annual Green
School Recognition Program

Award winners were Dommerich,
Sally Ride and Zellwood elemen-
tary schools

eMental Health First Aid Summit
Award winners: Mental Health
Services team received awards
for providing more than 17,000
OCPS employees with Youth
Mental Health First Aid training.
eMental Health Services winners
include Coordinator of the Year:
Honorable Mention — National:
Maryann Anderson; Top Florida
Mental Health First Aid Train-
er and Top Mental Health First
Aid Instructor - National: Elvira
Medina-Pekofsky; Top Mental
Health First Aid Instructor - Na-
tional: Stephanie Panas, Tajuana
Rushin, Lisa Diamond, Beverly
Tuitt; Top 10 New Instructor at
the National Level: Sheena Mont-

gomery.

CITY OF APOPKA

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that JOEL R BREIDENBAUGH C/O MARCI
CHANDLER, P.E. has made an application, in accordance with
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code,
Article II, Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka Planning
Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW A PLACE OF WORSHIP
IN THE RCE (RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY ESTATES) ZONING DISTRICT.
This application relates to the following described property
located on the southwest corner of Rock Springs Road and
Simon Avenue:
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Parcel Identification Number (s):
Contains: 3.16 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing to consider the special exception
request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers
of the Apopka City Hall on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, beginning
at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than
48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

April 26, 2024

Publish: The Apopka Chief 176324

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that MARGARET BRONSON-SEWELL has made
an application, in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 4.2.2.C
to the City of Apopka Planning Commission for a SPECIAL
EXCEPTION TO ALLOW AN ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT (ADU) IN THE
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE (RSF-1A) ZONING DISTRICT.

This application relates to the following described property
located at 323 Tanglewilde Street:
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 03-21-28-0000-00-089

Contains: 1.54 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing to consider the Special Exception
request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers
of the Apopka City Hall on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 beginning
at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than
48 hours prior to the proceeding.

April 26, 2024

Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief 176325

Send us Your News * Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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A FOCUS ON SENIOR CITIZENS

ON THE GO

Taking Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive is a great way to enjoy Florida

Lake Apopka Wildlife
Drive General Informa-
tion Guide and New self-
guided audio tour

In September 2016, the
St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District launched
an audio tour for this prop-
erty to give visitors an over-
view of the district’s resto-
ration work on the former
farmlands that make up the
Lake Apopka North Shore,
and the plants and animals
that can be found here.

The tour includes 11
points of interest along the
wildlife drive and are indi-

cated by numbered signs.
A smartphone or other mo-
bile device with an Internet
connection will be needed
to stream the audio. Stand-
ard carrier data rates ap-
ply. To join the audio tour
at any time during your vis-
it, go to www.sjrwmd.com/
LANS.
About the wildlife drive
The Lake Apopka
Wildlife Drive is a one-
way 11-mile drive that be-
gins at Lust Road and ends
on Jones Road in Orange
County, Fla. The drive is
open Fridays, Saturdays,

Sundays and federal holi-
days between sunrise and
sunset. The drive is closed
other days due to ongoing
restoration work. The en-
trance gate will be open
during daylight hours and
will close approximately
one hour prior to sunset to
allow visitors to complete
the drive and exit the prop-
erty prior to sunset.

For your safety, the
speed limit is 10 mph and
the maximum  vehicle
length is 25 feet. Vehicles
pulling trailers are not al-
lowed. Directional signs
are located along the route
and gates will be closed/
locked for the public’s
safety in areas where work
is ongoing. Several “pull
over” areas provide visi-
tors a chance to stop along
the drive. Stopping is lim-
ited to the pull-over areas.
A portion of the drive inter-
sects with a multi-use trail

Photos by John Peery

(shown as the Lake Spur on
the map inside a brochure)
and visitors are encouraged
to carefully watch for hik-
ers, bicycle riders and oth-
er users who will be sharing
the road.
About this property

Lake Apopka is in the
headwaters of the Ocklawa-
ha River. At approximately
48.4 square miles in size,
Lake Apopka is the fourth
largest lake in Florida and
receives water from spring
flow, rainfall and storm wa-
ter runoff. The lake was
identified for cleanup un-
der Florida’s Surface Water
Improvement and Manage-
ment Act of 1987. In 1996,

the Florida Legislature
passed Chapter 96-207,
Florida Statutes, further-

ing its previous mandate to
clean up the lake by provid-
ing funds to buy additional
agricultural lands north of
the lake.

The former farmlands
make up the Lake Apopka
North Shore, a restoration
area where the St. Johns
River Water Management
District’s major activities
include marsh and flood-
plain restoration and the
creation of a marsh flow-
way that filters Lake Apop-
ka’s waters by circulating

lake water through restored
wetlands, returning cleaner
water to the lake. The wild-
life drive is along a portion
of the former farm fields.
These public lands
help protect water quality
and storage, indigenous flo-
ral and faunal species, cul-
tural resources, and provide
natural resource-based rec-
reational opportunities.

Wildlife and plant
viewing
The Lake  Apop-

ka North Shore is widely
known for its bird popu-
lation. A 1998 Christmas
Bird Count (CBC) — a one-
day count performed annu-
ally during the holiday sea-
son — identified 174 species
of birds here, the highest
species total for an inland
count in the 115-year histo-
ry of the CBC.

The list of birds found
here continues to grow,
with 362 species seen
on the property. They in-
clude Anhinga, Bald Ea-
gle, Black Vulture, Double-
crested Cormorant, Great
Blue Heron, Great Egret,
Green Heron, Glossy Ibis,
Little Blue Heron, Osprey,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Red
Winged Blackbird, Swal-
low-tailed Kite, Tricolored
Heron, Turkey Vulture and

White Ibis.
Wildlife and Plant
Viewing

Other wildlife found
here include alligator, tur-
tles, bobcat, otter, raccoon,
snakes and coyote. Plant
species found in the up-
land portions of the North
Shore include Florida bon-
amia, pygmy fringe tree,
scrub buckwheat, Britton’s
beargrass, scrub plum and
clasping warea (all feder-
ally listed plants). The Dis-
trict continues to work to
expand populations of list-
ed and rare plants through
management actions that
include prescribed fire,
planting and seeding, and
to manage public lands
to protect their natural re-
sources.

For more information

To learn more about
the District’s work at Lake
Apopka North Shore and
recreational opportunities,
visit the District’s website.

For Restoration work:
www.sjrwmd.com/lakeap-
opka;

For Recreation: www.
sjrwmd.com/recreation;

St. Johns River Wa-
ter Management District,
P.O. Box 1429, Palatka,
FL 32178-1429, (386) 329-
4404, www.sjrwmd.com

The Pump House has been an important part of Lake Apopka since 1940s

The story of Lake Ap-
opka is familiar to many
— the state’s fourth-largest
lake was once a world-class
bass fishery, Central Flori-
da’s original tourist attrac-
tion. However, impacts to
the lake over many decades
led it to being named Flor-
ida’s most polluted large

lake. This followed a cen-
tury of degradation that be-
gan in the 1890s with con-
struction of the Apopka-
Beauclair Canal which low-
ered the lake’s water levels.
Compounding that prob-
lem was decades of run-
off of agricultural fertiliz-
er and pesticide making its
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
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Apopka, FL 32703
407-389-0167
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/19/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor,
per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change.
CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can
decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of
all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs
offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward
Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Ke"y D. Lue"en’ CFP® www.edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor
3316 E State Road 436

Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

way into the lake from the
North Shore’s farms, while
wastewater from towns on
the south shore discharged
to the lake. These events
substantially increased nu-
trients, primarily phos-
phorus, in the lake, which
triggered a persistent algal
bloom which turned Lake
Apopka’s historically clear
water pea green.

The green water pre-
vented enough sunlight
from reaching the lake’s
bottom to sustain the sub-
merged plants. This sub-
merged aquatic vegetation,
referred to as SAV, was crit-
ical habitat for the food web
that sustained the lake’s
bass fishery. SAV plays this
critical role in many lakes,
rivers, spring runs and la-
goons throughout Florida.

Without enough light,
the SAV died, leading to the
demise of the lake’s sport
fishery. With the bass fish-
ery in decline, the dozens
of fish camps around the
lake closed their doors.

In recent years, the
District and its partners
have been writing a new

PREK -

chapter in Lake Apopka’s
story — a story about na-
ture’s resiliency and recov-
ery.

This story includes re-
ducing the availability of
phosphorus and intensity of
algal blooms, which allows
sunlight to reach the lake’s
bottom so the SAV critical
to fish and wildlife habitat
can recolonize and flourish.

The large building on
the shore is called the pump
house. The pump house was
originally used by farmers
in the 1940s to drain the
North Shore, pumping wa-
ter into the lake to dry out
the floodplain and make the
North Shore dry enough
to farm. During the many
years of active farming, the
fields’ organic soils around
you (visitor) lost about one
foot of elevation per decade
through a process called
soil oxidation. As the soil
oxidized, it released phos-
phorus and exposed resid-
ual pesticides originally
bound to the soil.

Today, the pump house
is still in use, but with a dif-
ferent purpose. The pumps’

diesel engines have been
converted to efficient elec-
tric motors and now the
pump house helps maintain
water levels on the North
Shore’s wetlands — just the
right amount of water pre-
vents further soil oxidation
and subsidenc and dramati-
cally reduces the amount of
phosphorus pumped to the
lake. While up on the lake
levee, compare the relative
water levels in the lake and
North Shore to see how soil
oxidation and loss has low-
ered the North Shore’s land
elevation roughly five feet
over the five decades of
farming.

In addition to main-

taining the wetlands’ water
levels, the pump stations
are a component of a larg-
er water treatment system
in which a chemical called
aluminum sulfate, or alum
for short, can be added into
the water at the Unit 2 ba-
sin. The addition of alum
helps improve the water
quality by binding to things
like dirt and sediment and
making phosphorus una-
vailable to the algae, which
helps prevent algal blooms.
This is the same alum that
you see for sale in the spice
aisle of grocery stores and
that is used to treat drink-
ing water.

It’s more than just cremation;

it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.
Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.
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4 PATMOS CHAPEL@ THEWELL W
110 Athletes Row, Apopka, FL 32703 =)
- SPORT ACTIVITIES - CERTIFIED TEACHERS g
-S.T.E.M. CLASSES - FREE LUNCH & SNACKS
- CHARACTER BUILDING
- CREATIVE ARTS & MUSIC CALL: 321-370-8583

WWW. THEWELLSUMMERCAMP.COM

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME

HIGHLAND MEMORY We Make It Personal.’

GARDENS
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