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On Wednesday, May 8, this airplane made an 
emergency landing in Apopka with no reported in-
juries of the two passengers that were onboard. 

An airplane made an 
emergency landing 2.5 
miles southeast of Apop-
ka-Orlando Airport with 
no reported injuries of the 
two passengers that were 
onboard, according to 
Apopka police. 

On Wednesday, May 

8, at 11:30 a.m., the Apop-
ka Police Department 
(APD) responded to 3000 
Shelby Industrial Drive 
regarding a report of an 
airplane crash, which later 
turned out to be the emer-

Airplane makes 
emergency landing

See PLANE Page 5A

By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Area 
Chamber of Commerce has 
retained an attorney in its 
fight to keep its office build-
ing, located at 180 E. Main 
St., as well as requesting a 
new 10-year lease agree-
ment with 10-year renewal 
terms. 

The Orlando Law 
Group informed the city of 
Apopka in an April 29 let-
ter that the Chamber has re-
tained the law firm for rep-
resentation regarding the 
Chamber building lease, 
which is set to expire in 
January 2025. 

“At this time, the 
Chamber is requesting a 
new lease agreement for a 

term of ten years with ten-
year renewal terms prior to 
committing to a loan debt 
to repair the building at the 
Chamber’s expense due to 
the current intent of (Apop-
ka city) commissioners to 
revoke the location from 
the chamber, it seems un-
reasonable to take on such 
debt for a city owned as-
set,” the April 29 letter 
read. 

According to the letter, 
the Chamber made several 
repairs to its hurricane-rav-
aged building: “In Septem-
ber of 2022, from Hurricane 
Ian, and in November of 
2022, from Hurricane Ni-
cole, the subject premises 
suffered extensive damage 
to the roof, which caused 
further damage to the ceil-

ing, walls, floors, and con-
tents of the property.

“The chamber has had 
the roof replaced and ex-
tensive remediation per-
formed to remove the inte-
rior structural damage and 
contents.

“The chamber has also 
obtained three bids for re-
pair and had the intention to 
secure a Hurricane Disaster 
loan from the SBA to con-
duct these repairs.”

The letter states that 
pursuant to the lease terms 
at paragraph 13, the Cham-
ber intends to hand over the 
property in its current con-
dition to the city, since the 
Chamber is excluded from 
repairing the damage by 
“unavoidable casualty,” ac-
cording to the lease terms, 

and a hurricane is cov-
ered under the paragraph’s 
terms.

“Please be advised that 
the Chamber has already 
attempted to surrender pos-
session of this property and 
is willing to relinquish pos-
session before the termina-
tion of this lease. It is also 
happy to sign over any in-
surance proceeds that it is 
still in possession of af-
ter doing extensive work 
to make post-hurricane re-
pairs and continuing to 
maintain the building dur-
ing the entire period while 
not being able to occupy 
it. They have been a good 
partner to the city, but the 
Board also has a fiduciary 

The Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce building, 180 E. Main St. Apopka.

Chamber retains lawyer for its 
building, seeks 10-year lease renewal

See CHAMBER Page 7A

The following are the 
winners of the 62nd an-
nual Apopka Art and 
Foliage Festival, which 
took place April 27-28 at 
Kit Land Nelson Park in 
Apopka. 

Fine Art
Best of Show – Robert 
Fragale  
Award of Excellence – 
Gregory Jones  
Award of Distinction – 
Norman Gaulding  
Award of Distinction – 
Elziebta Weron  
Award of Merit – Cliff 
Jackson  The Best of Show winner at the 62nd annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival is 

Robert Fragale, for his metal sculpture (l). Fragale poses with Apopka Woman’s 
Club members including Joann Castillo (front r), festival committee chair.

Winners are announced at Apopka Art and Foliage Festival

See WINNERS Page #A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Between 350 and 400 
people attended this year’s 
Apopka Mayor’s Prayer 
Breakfast, which coincid-
ed with National Day of 
Prayer that falls on the first 
Thursday of May. 

The Apopka Chris-
tian Ministerial Alliance 
(ACMA) and Mayor Bryan 
Nelson organized the event 
that took place on Thurs-
day, May 2, at the Apopka 
Community Center/VFW 
Building on South Central 
Avenue, Apopka. The event 
included an open break-
fast buffet, followed by a 
formal program involv-

ing prayers led by various 
community leaders, musi-
cal performances, and an 
inspirational message. 

The keynote speaker 
was Timothy Barton, presi-
dent of WallBuilders, a na-
tional pro-family organi-
zation that presents Amer-
ica’s forgotten history and 
heroes, with an emphasis 
on the country’s religious, 
moral, and constitutional 
heritage. 

Barton spoke about 
the history of prayer in 
the United States, its im-
portance for the nation’s 
founding and that prayer 
has always been what the 
nation turned to in times of 
needing guidance for the 

future. 
“He also spoke about 

how our leaders who tradi-
tionally turn to prayer ver-
sus everyone looks at sepa-
ration of church and state. 
But that’s the modern take 
on that is a twist of the orig-
inal intention of that.

“I thought it was pow-
erful. I think our commu-
nity and nation need a re-
minder that our depen-
dence comes from God and 
that we need to return to 
prayer,” said Joe Bankson, 
ACMA administrator. 

Organized by the 
Apopka Christian Minis-
terial Alliance (ACMA). 

Over 350 attend community prayer breakfast

See BREAKFAST Page 8A

Keynote speaker Tim Barton delivers his message at 
the Thursday, May 2, Apopka Mayor’s Prayer Break-
fast.

Screenshot from video courtesy of Valeria Williams 

Photos courtesy of Apopka Woman’s Club.

Photo courtesy of Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance/Facebook. 



We would be traveling 
to or from a vacation spot, 
or a family reunion and my 
dad would start singing 
old gospel favorites, with 
country songs interspersed 
as he was led. We (my sis-
ter and I) learned most of 
the songs from trying to 
sing along, and most of the 
songs still resonate in my 
mind. 

We made a heartbreak-
ing trip to “down home” 
to say our last goodbyes 
to Mommy. This was my 
dad’s mom, and all us kids 
called her Mommy because 

that is all we ever heard her 
thirteen kids call her. Mom-
my was seated in her favor-
ite easy chair in the fam-
ily room. She called each 
of the grandchildren in by 
name and she held out her 
arms to embrace us and 

give us a kiss on the cheek. 
Then all the grandchil-
dren were ushered into the 
front room and our parents 
went back into the family 
room to spend Mommy’s 
last moments on earth to-
gether. The daughters, and 
daughters-in-law, took 
turns brushing her beautiful 
silvery hair that cascaded 
back over the chair to the 
floor. Daddy (my grandfa-
ther) knelt by the side of 
the chair, and silently the 
tears fell as he focused on 
the face of the one earth-
ly being that had been his 

rock of strength, the only 
one that could quiet his 
anxieties, and soothe his 
fearsome anger over in-
justices done by criminals 
to those who had elected 
him Sheriff. The men of 
the family would pat his 
shoulders but could not 
quench their tears of woe 
as they thought of the time 
Mommy had spent darning 
their socks, sewing patch-
es on their jeans, and mak-
ing sure they always had 
clean clothes. Back then, it 
shamed someone to have 
unpatched holes, or stained 

clothing. 
After Mommy had 

passed, Daddy went to 
his chair and sat as if in 
a trance. The ladies took 
Mommy and after bath-
ing her, they arranged her 
beautiful hair and laid her 
out in the living room for 
neighbors and friends to 
come by and pay their last 
respects. 

Not only was she re-
spected as a friend, but 
even those that were not on 
a first name basis with her, 
respected her for the behav-
ior of her thirteen children 

in and out of the public’s 
eyesight. One of Mommy’s 
greatest joys was hearing 
how well her son or daugh-
ter did in serving other peo-
ple, and their courteousness 
in the deed. 

Moms have changed. 
It is hard to imagine a wife, 
mother, psychiatrist, ref-
eree, chief cook and bottle-
washer, keeping up with 
kids in today’s society, and 
all this while holding down 
a job that is necessary to 
supplement Dad’s income 

Cape Canaveral, Fla. — 
Today, Governor Ron DeSantis 

signed House Bill 7073, providing 
$1.07 billion in tax relief for Flo-
ridians this year, in addition to the 
$450 million in toll relief that he 
signed last month, bringing the total 
savings for Florida families to $1.5 
billion for Fiscal Year 2024-25. 
Since 2019, the Governor has se-
cured nearly $6.7 billion in tax cuts 
while maintaining a comfortable 
budget surplus.

“Florida’s economy has re-
mained strong despite reckless fed-
eral spending and failed policies in 
Washington,” said Governor Ron 
DeSantis. “This tax relief package 
will provide much needed relief for 
Florida’s families, especially as the 
D.C. political class shows no signs 
of reversing course on the inflation-
ary policies of the federal govern-
ment.”

“At a time of rising inflation, 
Florida’s legislative leaders and 
Governor DeSantis continue to de-
liver meaningful tax relief to help 
the people of Florida,” said Florida 
House Speaker Paul Renner. “Peo-
ple across the country are finding 
out what Floridians have known 
for years—allowing people to keep 
more of what they earn benefits 
Florida families, workers, retirees, 
and businesses. With the signing 
of HB 7073 we continue that tradi-
tion–a tradition we like to call, ‘the 
Florida Way’.”

“With the signing of the state’s 
tax package today, Floridians will 
enjoy some of the lowest taxes in 
the nation,” said House Ways & 
Means Chairman Stan McClain. 
“Thanks to the leadership of Speak-
er Renner, Senate President Pas-
sidomo and Governor DeSantis, 
Floridians can work, play, raise 
their family and hold on to more of 
their hard-earned money in the pro-
cess. That’s ‘the Florida Way’.”

The tax package will help home 
owners by providing a one-year 
exemption on taxes on residential 
property and flood insurance premi-
ums. This is in addition to the $200 
million that was signed last month 
for the My Safe Florida Home Pro-

gram, bringing the total investment 
to the program to over $600 mil-
lion since 2022. Since the Governor 
signed sweeping reforms in 2022 
and 2023, eight new companies 
have joined the homeowners insur-
ance market in Florida. The suc-
cess of these reforms is becoming 
increasingly clear in rate filings for 
insurers. In fact, 10 companies have 
filed a zero percent increase and 10 
more have filed a rate decrease to 
take effect in 2024.

Additionally, this year’s tax cut 
package is a continuation of our an-
nual tax holidays. These tax holi-
days include:

*Two Disaster Preparedness 
Holidays, June 1-14 and August 
24-September 6: Families can pre-
pare for hurricane season with 
items like tarps, batteries, and flash-
lights, sales tax free.

*The Back-to-School Sales Tax 
Holiday, July 29-August 11: Fami-
lies can save on pens, pencils, com-
puters, clothing, and other school 
supplies.

*The Tool Time Sales Tax Holi-
day, September 1-7: Floridians can 
save on power tools, hand tools, 
toolboxes, and other items.

*The Freedom Month Sales Tax 
Holiday, July 1-31: Florida fami-
lies can purchase summer items like 
pool floats, fishing supplies, and 
outdoor equipment, in addition to 
admissions to museums and state 
parks, sales tax free.

Among other savings, the tax 
relief package also includes a sales 
tax credit for businesses that em-
ploy persons with disabilities. Ad-
ditionally, the bill increases the cap 
for the Strong Families Tax Credit 
Program from $20 million to $40 
million, which supports organiza-
tions focused on child welfare.

For a breakdown of the tax re-
lief package, see below:

*Insurance Premium Tax Re-
lief: Waives insurance premium 
taxes for one full year on home-
owners’ insurance policies and 
flood insurance policies.

*Sales Tax Relief: Back to 

This week I was able 
to enjoy one of my favorite 
activities as a school board 
member in Orange County 
besides graduation: Deliv-
ering Project Impact let-
ters to very well-deserving 
teachers.

Project Impact is 
something very special 
OCPS does each year 
where they ask graduating 
seniors if there is a teacher 
that had a special impact 
on their life. The letters are 
framed and hand-delivered 
to teachers by school board 
members or cabinet mem-
bers during the school day, 
during teacher appreciation 
week in May.

Not only are the letters 
themselves usually very 
moving and thoughtful, 
but the presentation is fun 
as well. We usually walk 
in with the principal of the 
school during class time to 

surprise the teacher. The 
principal introduces the 
special guest and the spe-
cial guest reads the letter 
aloud to the class and the 
teacher.

I always like to keep 
the name of the student a 
surprise until the end and 
the teacher is always work-
ing hard to try to figure out 
who has written the sweet 
words. That is if they are 
not crying too much!

Yes, these letters often 
have that impact. One letter 
caused a room full of emo-

tion for a teacher at Lock-
hart Middle School this 
week. The student wrote 
how he had moved from 
out of state and had been 
bullied all through elemen-
tary school.

Because he was so qui-
et and shy, this teacher took 
a special interest in him and 
guided him in ways to be 
more sociable and encour-
aged him to interact more 
with his peers. She was 
positive and kind to him 
and after all these years, he 
still remembered how she 
had made him feel special.

Towards the end of 
that school year, he wrote 
about a special recogni-
tion she gave him in front 
of the class when she told 
the class that he had grown 
so much in that year. That 
one gesture made him feel 

We have all watched 
numerous towns around us 
rebrand, grow, and pros-
per. I have been on a mis-
sion to help areas in my 
district prosper and revi-
talize. I have visited oth-
er “Main Streets” such 
as Ocala, Winter Garden, 
Winter Park, Kissimmee, 
St. Cloud, Stuart, and most 
recently, Deland. Exploring 
these towns has inspired 
me to attend the Florida 
Main Street Conference. 

This July, I will be at-
tending the Main Street 
Conference in Tallahassee 
for their 200th Anniversa-
ry. Many of you have read 
my columns sharing vari-

ous tidbits from this fantas-
tic conference when it was 
held last year.

I convinced Mayor 
Demings’ staff to begin a 
“Main Street” program in 
Orange County Govern-
ment. I’m hoping and pray-
ing after I leave the com-
mission in 2026, the coun-

ty’s new “Main Street” pro-
gram will propel Lockhart 
and other unincorporated 
cities on an upward trajec-
tory. Small towns should 
be delightful places to live, 
work, and play.

Last Friday, I was hon-
ored to partner with Cait-
lyn Kasheta, Executive 
Director of Apopka’s new 
“Main Street” program, to 
facilitate a group of coun-
ty residents and employ-
ees, Lockhart residents, and 
Apopkans in meeting with 
some of the “magnificent 
seven.” The “magnificent 
seven” as they are called, 

Heartbreaking trip gives lifetime memories along with a song
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Bills passed and signed by governor 
will continue to save Floridians tax $$
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Don’t stumble over 
something that’s 

behind you.

Fools give full vent to their rage,
but the wise bring calm in the end.

— Proverbs 29:11

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
North Orange Branch Library, 1211 E. 
Semoran Blvd, on Thursday, May 16, 
from 1-2 p.m., Yoga For Adults with Mi-
chelle from Soul-Ga-Yoga, in the meet-
ing room: Yoga is for everyone: male & 
female; young & elderly; non-flexible 
and active! Attendees are encouraged to 
dress in comfortable clothing and bring 
your own mat. Designed for adults and 
seniors. 

The tax package will help home-
owners by providing a one-year 
exemption on taxes on residen-
tial property and flood insurance 
premiums.

Article on the signing of 
legislation by Gov. DeSantis to  

give Florida families tax relief
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Award of Merit – Debra 
Sherman  
Award of Honor – Han-
nah Allen  
Award of Honor – Le-
land Williams  
Award of Honor – Ma-
dylan Hudson 
 
Creative Craft 
First Place – Lori Wis-
niewski  
Second Place – Laia 
Gore    
Third Place – Elizabeth 
Guilhem  
Award of Honor – 
Jo  Cook  

The Apopka Chief, May 10, 2024, Page 3A

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
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After a year of rising 
interest rates, low inven-
tory and affordability is-
sues, experts predict the 
housing market outlook 
may be improving. 

“Inventory levels 
have increased slightly, 
its highest level in over 
a year. So, is it a good 
time to sell? Or might it 
be a better time to buy? 
Florida’s housing mar-
ket in April saw more for-
sale inventory and high-
er median sales pric-
es compared to a year 
ago, and sales continue 
to trend closely with the 
pre-pandemic market. 
Central Florida remains 
one of the top 10 hous-
ing markets in 2024, and 
we’re hopeful that mort-
gage rates will ease a bit 
more this year, but re-
main in the low-mid 7% 
range,” stated Joe Born-
stein, Rock Springs Re-
alty Broker/Owner.

“Gone are the days 
of the abundant 3% 
mortgage, but at least 
buyers have gotten 
some relief from recent 
highs. Freddie Mac’s lat-
est data notes that the 
30-year mortgage rate 
is 7.17% - down from 
7.70% in late October 
2023.  This could be a 
good sign for the eas-
ing of mortgage interest 
rates, which truly is the 
lifeblood of the industry. 
Additionally, with listing 
inventories moving up, 
and prices stable, many 
buyers are predicted 
to get off the side-lines 
and pursue their home 
search in preparation for 
the summer selling sea-
son,” s tated Bornstein.           

If you’re looking to 
sell or buy anywhere in 
the Central Florida area, 
you need the knowledge 
and experience of the 
seasoned team at Rock 
Springs Realty to guide 
you through all the com-
plexities of the real es-
tate market. You need a 

team you can trust who 
will always look out for 
your best interest. 

And, if you’re consid-
ering purchasing a new 
construction home, be 
sure to have an experi-
enced Realtor® on your 
team. “When you walk 
into a builder’s mod-
el home and are greet-
ed by the salesperson, 
it’s important to remem-
ber they work “FOR” the 
Builder and have the 
Builder’s best interest in 
mind, NOT YOURS! That 
salesperson is not go-
ing to fight to get you the 
lowest price possible, 
best terms, incentives, 
and discounts available. 
The salesperson work-
ing for the Builder makes 
an extra commission if 
you don’t utilize a Real-
tor®. The odds are tru-
ly stacked against you 
in this situation”, stated 
Bornstein.

The team at Rock 
Springs Realty will 
take the time to walk 
you through each step 
of the process, explain 
the contract and disclo-
sures, and give you a 
full understanding of the 

closing process. They 
are skilled negotiators 
who can get you the best 
deal possible. 

Rock Springs Re-
alty is a full-service real 
estate brokerage offer-
ing residential, invest-
ment, and commercial 
services in the Central 
Florida market since 
2008.

They make it easier 
for you to find your new 
home or sell your current 
one. Voted one of the 
top real estate offices in 
Apopka for nine years in 
a row simply validates 
why they’re the profes-
sionals you can count on 
for making your dreams 
a reality. 

Rock Springs Re-
alty provides the highest 
level of service and com-
mitment to their custom-
ers. They deliver excep-
tional results for proper-
ty owners, investors, and 
residents alike, and have 
emerged as a clear mar-
ket leader for the greater 
Apopka area. They oper-
ate with a rigorous com-
mitment to staying in 
front of rapidly changing 
market conditions. Their 

broad range of expertise 
earns superior results 
across market cycles 
and asset classes.  

Joe Bornstein and 
his team foster a culture 
of efficiency, open com-
munication, and a com-
plete dedication to their 
clients’ needs. The expe-
rienced team of profes-
sionals at Rock Springs 
Realty include Real-
tors Dawna Hosier, Kelli 
Crosby, Joanne Montch-
al, Kyle More and Chris-
tine Nejame-Evans. The 
combined experience of 
this team represents de-
cades of successful ac-
complishment of their 
clients’ real estate trans-
actions.

Always delivering re-
sults, you can visit them 
at www.RockSprings-
Realty.com or call  toll 
free (877) 333-2811 to 
find out how they can 
assist you with your spe-
cific real estate needs 
in this rapidly changing 
market. “It’s all about re-
sults”, stated Bornstein.

Advertisement

Rock Springs Realty operates with a rigorous commitment to stay ahead of rapidly 
changing market conditions. Visit www.RockSpringsRealty.com or call toll free at 877-
333-2811 today to learn how they can help with your real estate needs. Pictured above 
is Rock Springs Realty Broker/Owner Joe Bornstein, Realtors Dawna Hosier, Kelli 
Crosby, Joanne Montchal, Kyle Moro and Christine Nejame-Evans.

Apopka’s Rock Springs Realty notes bump in 
active listings is good for buyer and seller
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Fri., May 10, 2024 thru 
Sun., May 12, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

VALUE DAYS 
TUES. ONLY $6.50

(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)
SAT. AM   KID FLICKS $2.00

* FRI. & SUN. ONLY, ** SAT. ONLY

KINGDOM OF THE PLANET 
OF THE APES (PG-13) 10:50A; 
11:50A; 12:50; 2:30; 3:30; 4:30; 
6:00; 7:00; 8:00; 9:30; 10:30
THE FALL GUY (PG-13) 
11:00A; 12:20; 3:40; 6:50; 10:10
GODZILLA X KONG: THE NEW 
EMPIRE (PG-13) 11:10A*; 
1:50; 4:40; 7:30; 9:50
UNSUNG HERO (PG) 11:20A; 
2:10; 4:20; 7:10
STAR WARS:EP 1- THE 
PHANTOM MENACE (PG) 
11:40A; 3:20; 6:40; 9:40 
TAROT (PG-13) 2:00; 4:50; 
7:40; 10:20 
KID: MINIONS: THE RISE OF 
GRU (PG) 11:10A**

All tickets to showings before 
12PM on Sat. and Sun. 
will be $6.50, plus tax

E a r l y  B i r d  T i c k e t s

Continued from page 1A

Winners: More Art 
and Foliage winners

Award Of Honor – Ari-
elle Stankiewicz  
Award of Honor – 
Heather Cease 

Send Us 
Your News

Phone: 
407-886-2777

Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com



The Apopka Chief, May 10, 2024, Page 4A

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-759-1652

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS.
Plans start at just $20/month.

800-827-SKIN  •   DermOrlando.com 
President & Medical Director
Michael Steppie, MD

16 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA
531 Wekiva Commons Circle

General, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology 
MOHS Micrographic Surgery

We Accept Most Health Plans!
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MOHS Micrographic Surgery
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YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON SCOTT!

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center • www.countonscott.com

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated
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napaonline.com
407-889-5222

250 E. 3rd St., 
Suite B, Apopka

404-656-4141

13202 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

SPONSOR OF 
CHASE ELLIOT 

CAR #9

Import • Domestic Tractor • Golf Cart 
Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old
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Police are searching 
for a suspect who robbed 
Fifth Third Bank on Rock 
Springs Road.

On Wednesday, May 8, 
at 12:40 p.m. Apopka po-
lice responded to a bank 
robbery at the Fifth Third 
Bank, located at 1495 Rock 
Springs Road. 

The suspect entered the 
bank, walked behind the 
teller counter, and removed 
money from an open draw-
er before fleeing the scene 
on foot, according to po-
lice. There were no injuries 
resulting from this incident. 

This continues to be an 
active investigation. Mem-
bers of the Apopka Police 
Department Criminal In-
vestigations Unit are ac-
tively working to gather ad-
ditional information. 

If anyone has informa-
tion that could assist in re-
solving this case, contact 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment at apdcid@apopka.
net or to remain anony-
mous, information can be 
provided through Crime-
line at 800-423-TIPS or by 
visiting crimeline.org. 

Police search for 
robbery suspect

Police are searching for a suspect, seen in this image,  
who robbed Fifth Third Bank at 1495 Rock Springs 
Road on Wednesday, May 8. 

Send Us Your News

Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,  

Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.
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gency landing. 3000 Shel-
by Industrial Drive is about 
2.5 miles southeast of Or-
lando-Apopka Airport.

The plane reportedly 
sustained wing damage in 
flight and made an emer-

gency landing at this loca-
tion. There were two pas-
sengers onboard, no inju-
ries were reported. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration and Na-
tional Transportation Safe-
ty Board have been noti-
fied and are responding, an 

APD news release origi-
nally stated. Later on May 
8, the APD said it had re-
ceived an update that the 
FAA and NTSB have de-
clined to respond to the in-
cident, and that the plane 
owner will privately tow 
the plane.

Continued from page 1A

Plane: Owner will have vehicle towed

The Apopka Police 
Department has partnered 
with Hyundai and Kia to 
offer free steering wheel 
locks due to the rise in Kia 
and Hyundai vehicle thefts.

Hyundai has joined sis-
ter company Kia in offering 
free steering wheel locks to 
owners of some cars con-
cerned about a spike in 
thefts. Certain older Hyun-
dai and Kia vehicles be-
came common targets for 
thieves after social media 
videos in late 2021 taught 
viewers how to steal them 
with a screwdriver and a 
USB cable.

Base models of some 
2015-or-newer Hyundai 
and 2011-or-newer Kia cars 
lack an engine immobilizer. 
This common anti-theft de-
vice prevents a vehicle from 
starting unless the correct 
transponder is built into the 
smart key.

More expensive trims 
of older Hyundai and Kia 
models tend to have immo-
bilizers. But base models 
don’t, making them easier 
prey than most vehicles for 
car thieves.

Both Hyundai and Kia 
say all their 2022 and 2023 
models now use immobiliz-
ers.

Police offer free steering wheel 
locks for Kia, Hundai models 

In response to the in-
creasing incidents of ve-
hicle theft, Kia and Hyun-
dai are  providing steering 
wheel locks  for the listed 
years and models of vehi-
cles.

If a vehicle qualifies, a 
lock can be obtained from 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment Community Policing 
Unit located at 112 E. Sixth 
St., Apopka. The vehicle 
owner must be a resident of 
Apopka, and present a valid 

identification and proof of 
ownership.

These locks will be 
available by scheduling an 
appointment. Email Apop-
ka Police Department Com-
munity Policing/Crime Pre-
vention Unit Sergeant Ja-
son Wiggins at jwiggins@
apopka.net to set up an ap-
pointment.

Go to https://short-
url.at/eDF39 to apply for a 
lock. 

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com



so good, that it encouraged 
him to continue to try hard 
to achieve more positive 
feedback.

He wrote that he is 
graduating this month and 
is attending college in the 
fall and he credits this one 
teacher for changing his 
life for the better.

When I read the stu-
dent’s name, the teach-
er gasped through a tear-

stricken face and said, “Oh 
my goodness, I thought he 
hated me!” 

She then continued to 
cry tears of joy as I con-
gratulated her on being 
such an impactful teacher 
and changing lives every 
day, just as she did for this 
young man.

It was truly an incred-
ible experience and I’m so 
grateful for the students 
who take the time to write 
these letters because they 

truly are so special and 
mean so much to the teach-
ers who receive them.

I hope all our teachers 
had a fantastic appreciation 
week this week. 

You deserve it and so 
much more. 

Thank you for your 
passion, commitment and 
everything you do for our 
students every day.

We see you and we are 
so thankful for each and ev-
ery one of you!

The Apopka Chief, May 10, 2024, Page 6A

Byrd: Teachers need appreciation

are responsible for De-
land’s rebirth. I am grate-
ful to those individuals who 
attended from Deland rep-
resenting the city, coun-
ty, chamber, museum, and 
business communities.

Deland’s mayor, Chris 
Cloudman, set up the lun-
cheon for us. Incidentally, 
Mayor Cloudman plays eu-
phonium in the Deland Or-
chestra, while I play flute 
in the Harmony Symphon-
ic Winds for our Apopka 
community band led by 
Frank Taylor.

As I planned the morn-
ing tour, I noticed the Bos-
ton Coffee Shop on New 
York Avenue which was the 
busiest place in town. Ac-
tivity is always a sign of 
success. The shop had great 
coffee, colonial décor, and 
an available meeting area. 
This is where we began our 
tour.

We began by sharing 
our stories and love affairs 
with small towns. Addi-
tionally, we broke up into 
three teams to better speak 
about the tactics Deland 
employed in their resur-
gence. We learned Deland 
was intentional about col-
laboration. 

Deland’s Main Street 
Director reminded every-
one that he existed to make 
everyone look good. Re-
building Deland was truly a 

team sport!
We had a notetaker to 

record the improvements 
employed in this nation-
ally honored Main Street 
Program. We observed up-
graded sidewalks, traffic 
calming, awnings, artwork, 
sculptures, water features, 
outdoor eating areas, way-
finding signage, potted 
plants, a diverse stock of 
restaurants, boutiques, and 
shops.

We visited several 
small parks, and the bou-
levard was replete with 
benches and garbage cans. 
You may say, why did you 
notice garbage cans? Be-
cause I organize District 2 
residents into corridor care 
teams where our biggest 
chore is picking up trash. I 
saw no trash in Deland.

Teams weren’t allowed 
to dwell on negatives. The 
Main Street Program has 
figured out best practices 
and none of their affiliated 
chapters have failed. We 
should be “glass half full” 
cheerleaders.

We were blessed to re-
ceive a special tour of the 
Athens Theater. The story 
of this 1920s structure in-
cluded tales of good and 
bad days. I am now mo-
tivated to attend a film or 
show in Deland. The direc-
tor also mentioned how the 
theater collaborates tim-
ing of shows to assist busi-
nesses in avoiding surges 

of customers. The city re-
ceived over $12 million in 
state and federal grants to 
renovate the historic the-
ater. Not one dime of local 
taxpayer dollars was uti-
lized.

At the luncheon, May-
or Cloudman introduced 
his team of collaborators 
– a former mayor, sev-
eral businessowners, the 
city assistant manager, and 
Main Street Director. Our 
group asked them many 
probing questions. My big-
gest takeaway is we must 
be a team. For example, the 
city’s CRA repaired and 
upgraded the sidewalks and 
wayfinding signage. The 
city’s garden club main-
tains the fresh flowers in 
irrigated pots at street cor-
ners. The chamber of com-
merce works with the local 
merchants to become prof-
itable. The city supports 
all efforts as does the state 
transportation department 
when streets must be shut 
down for festivals.

Nevertheless, I hope 
you ask one of the two doz-
en attendees what their 
takeaway was from the trip. 
I’m sure you will get nu-
merous perspectives. Stay 
tuned for future columns 
and next steps. We are still 
processing information 
from the tour. 

Rest assured we will 
be back with ideas, proj-
ects, festivals, and action.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Teamwork is most important

for daily expenses. My hat is off to them!! 
There are many that do it as a matter of 
course and encourage their husbands at the 
end of each day with affections that drive 
the husband to want to do more and better 
for his family. 

There are moms out there that do not 
have the assistance of a husband, or a fa-
ther figure, to help them with all the re-
sponsibilities of family life. To you also is 
a big HIGH FIVE! I have seen you strug-
gle to keep your family strong and vibrant. 
I thought of the many times you must have 
been ready to give it up, BUT you did not! 

Mother’s love is the closest to GOD’s 
love you can experience. That love gives 
unconditionally without thought of “tit 
for tat.” Mothers, you are truly a gift from 
heaven, and your worth in unselfishly giv-
ing of yourselves is so that life may con-
tinue and be recognized for eternities to 
come. Not only will you be acknowl-
edged by those who have marveled at your 
strength, and resilience, but your children 
will remember you as the source of joy, 

safety, and perseverance even in dismal 
times. 

Mother’s Day is a day we set aside 
to honor our mothers and what they mean 
to us, and it should be observed, but ev-
ery day of our lives we ought to honor our 
mothers. Our lives ought to be a testimony 
and a beacon for everyone to see the high 
honor we hold for our mothers by the way 
we present her love and grace to one an-
other. 

After Mommy’s funeral, we went 
back home to resume our daily routine, and 
we stepped back into the traces and start-
ed pulling the wagon of daily chores. But 
something had changed. When we went on 
vacation, or to family reunions, Dad had 
added a new song to his repertoire. He still 
sang loudly and with much gusto, but now 
somewhere in his list he included the song, 
“Mother, the Queen of My Heart.” 

I still sing the songs Dad taught me, 
I love them all because it reminds me of 
the love Dad had for life itself, but the one 
song that I sing with tears streaming, and a 
heart full of thanksgiving is, “Mother the 
Queen of My Heart!”

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Dad added a new song

Continued from page 2A
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or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

School Sales Tax Holiday: Cloth-
ing priced $100 or less; School sup-
plies priced $50 or less; Computers 
or related accessories priced $1,500 
or less; Learning aids and puzzles 
priced $30 or less.

*Two Disaster Preparedness 
Sales Tax Holidays: For specified 
disaster preparedness supplies for 
families and their pets.

*Tool Time Sales Tax Holiday: 
Tools used in skilled trades—power 
tools, tool belts and boxes, etc.

*Freedom Month Sales Tax 
Holiday: For specified recreational 
items. 

*Child Focused Tax Credits: 
Increases the cap for the Strong 

Families Tax Credit from $20 mil-
lion to $40 million, which provides 
tax credits to companies that make 
charitable contributions to child 
welfare organizations; creates a tax 
credit for employers who operate 
or support a childcare program for 
their employees.

*Other Tax Relief: Provides 
automatic return filing extensions 
for sales tax and corporate income 
tax in certain emergencies; creates 
a corporate income tax credit for 
businesses that hire persons with 
disabilities; limits documentary 
stamp tax assessments for reverse 
mortgages.

Visit floridarevenue.com/Sal-
esTaxHolidays for more informa-
tion on the sales tax holidays

Tax Relief: Floridians save money
Continued from page 2A

Send a letter to the Editor online www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?
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On May 12, people 
throughout the United 
States will pay tribute to 
mothers. 

Whether we cel-
ebrate our biological 
mother, an adoptive 
mother, a stepmother, 
a grandmother, some 
mother figure who made 
a real difference in our 
life, or all the above, 
Mother’s Day is a great 
opportunity to reflect on 
the role mothering has 
played in making us 
what we are today.

Times of nation-
al celebration often 
give people the incen-
tive they need to pause 
and reminisce about 
the good times, to try to 
make sense of any not-
so-good times, and to 
resolve to do whatever 
we can to make all as-
pects of parenting and 
family more of what it 
should be.

Graceworx Com-
munity Church  en-
courages the whole of 
Central Florida to make 
Mother ’s Day spe-
cial for all mothers. If 
you’re looking to attend 
a church service where 
the sermon and various 
other parts of the wor-
ship service will focus 
on mothers, we’d like to 
invite you to Graceworx 
on Saturday, May 11, at 
11:30 AM, 

To encourage all 
readers of this column 
to reflect for a few mo-
ments on the impact 
children, youth, and all 
of us can have when 
we show due respect 
for mothers and moth-

er figures, we share the 
following classic poem, 
written in 1878.

Somebody’s Mother 
By Mabel Down 

Northam Brine (1816-
1913)

The woman was old 
and ragged and gray

And bent with the 
chill of the Winter’s day.

The street was wet 
with a recent snow

And the woman’s 
feet were aged and slow.

She stood at the 
crossing and waited 
long,

Alone, uncared for, 
amid the throng.

Of human beings 
who passed her by,

Nor heeded the 
glance of her anxious 
eyes.

Down the street, 
with laughter and shout,

Glad in the freedom 
of “school let out,”

Came the boys like a 
flock of sheep,

Hailing the snow 
piled white and deep.

Past the woman so 
old and gray,

Hastened the chil-
dren on their way.

Nor offered a help-
ing hand to her —

So meek, so timid, 
afraid to stir.

Lest the carriage 
wheels or the horses’ 
feet,

Should crowd her 
down in the slippery 
street.

At last came one of 
the merry troop,

The gayest laddie of 
all the group:

He paused beside 
her and whispered low,

“I’ll help you cross, if 
you wish to go.”

Her aged hand on 
his strong young arm,

She placed, and so, 
without hurt or harm,

He guided the trem-

bling feet along,
Proud that his own 

were firm and strong.
Then back again to 

his friends he went,
His young hear t 

happy and well content.
“She’s somebody’s 

mother, boys, you know,
For all she’s aged 

and poor and slow.
“And I hope some 

fellow will lend a hand
To help my mother, 

you understand,
“If ever she’s poor 

and old and gray,
When her own dear 

boy is far away.”
And “somebody’s 

mother” bowed low her 
head

In her home that 
night, and the prayer she 
said,

Was “God be kind to 
the noble boy,

Who is somebody’s 
son, and pride and joy!”

Advertisement

Graceworx is a non-denominational congregation that conducts its worship 
services each Saturday morning at 11:30 AM at St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, 9913 Bear Lake Road, Apopka, FL 32703. Contact at 321-228-
4599; graceworxcc@gmail.com.

Graceworx Community Church Pays Tribute to 
Mothers and Mother Figures
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our Business 
Profile program or e-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com 

Helping you is our business!

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 5/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 5/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 5/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide To Local Businesses

duty to the organization, 
and they must take that 
duty seriously.”

Advocating for re-
gional businesses, jobs, 
workforce, and econom-
ic opportunities, the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Com-
merce represents an aver-
age of 500 businesses over 
different sectors including 
consultants, entrepreneurs, 
specialty retail, healthcare, 
restaurants, hotels, and 
more. 

The Apopka Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
was established in 1913. 
The building was erected 
in 1975. The single-story, 
two-bath, 2694 gross sq. ft. 
commercial building sits on 
a 0.34 acre lot. The proper-
ty’s 2023 assessed and mar-
ket values are $509,971, ac-

cording to county appraiser 
records. 

May 1 Council meeting 
At the May 1 City 

Council meeting, Chamber 
members asked the City 
Council for the 10-year 
lease renewal.

“Before committing 
to the next $200,000 to 
rebuild this city asset we 
called home for 50 years, 
we are requesting the City 
Council renew the Cham-
ber lease agreement to 10 
years with a recurring 10 
years, or allow us to vacate 
the building as our lease al-
lows in case of unavoidable 
casualties such as hurri-
canes,” Charles Chambers, 
Chamber board chair, told 
the City Council on May 1. 

The Chamber has giv-
en much support to the 
business community, Nor-

va Carrington, Chamber 
treasurer, told the council at 
the same meeting. During 
the pandemic, the Chamber 
was a guide for local busi-
nesses by increasing their 
awareness of funding re-
sources, health protocols, 
and ideas for businesses 
to adapt and sustain their 
businesses. 

The Chamber also 
waived annual membership 
dues for nearly 1-1/2 years 
while increasing the num-
ber of gatherings such as 
business networking, com-
munitywide events, and 
cleanups, Carrington said. 

In the last three years, 
the Chamber spent a lit-
tle over $12,241 in its util-
ity bills, over $31,900 in 
its insurance coverage, and 
over $114,000 in lease-
hold and building repairs, 
Carrington said. Of that 

$114,000, $46,000 was 
spent on mold remediation. 
Additional funds were used 
to repair the roof to do the 
demolition and prep the 
building to get it ready for 
the rebuild. 

After the hurricanes 
struck, the Chamber board 
chair and president asked 
the city administrator at the 
time if the Chamber was re-
sponsible for the extensive 
hurricane damage to the 
building. The city admin-
istrator said yes, the Cham-
ber was responsible, ac-
cording to Carrington. 

The Chamber hasn’t 
considered relocating from 
its Main Street building un-
til April 17, when some of 
the City Council members 
began asking about the or-
ganization’s lease status 
and thought about taking 
the building back for the 

city, Carrington said. 

April 17 Council meeting
The April 29 Orlan-

do Law Group letter reads 
that “At a recent city coun-
cil meeting, commissioners 
Nesta and Valezquez (sic) 
stated that they would like 
the city to take back control 
of this building.”

Nesta asked city staff 
about an update on the 
Chamber building at the 
April 17 City Council 
meeting.   

Charles Vavrek, inter-
im city administrator, said 
he spoke with the Cham-
ber earlier on April 17 for 
an update. 

“As you know, there’s 
storm damage to that build-
ing. They (the Chamber) 
had to file some insurance 
claims to get that moving,” 
Vavrek replied to Nesta. 

“They replaced the roof 
and then they also had to 
do some remediation in-
side the building. That’s all 
been completed. The lat-
est update I got today was 
that they’re approximate-
ly three weeks away from 
hopefully beginning the 
interior renovation of the 
building. They’ve received 
quotes and bids to do that 
work and have made a se-
lection, and they’ll be start-
ing that again approximate-
ly, they gave me, in about 
three weeks.”

Velazquez said she rec-
ommended to Radley Wil-
liams, city recreation direc-
tor, about possibly reclaim-
ing the Chamber building 
to accommodate the grow-
ing city staff, since the 
Chamber has been doing 
well without the building.   

Continued from page 1A

Chamber: Building suffered damages from two hurricanes 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city will go back to the 
drawing board in reorganizing its 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Committee, possibly through a 
resolution for review at a future 
City Council meeting. 

At the May 1 City Council 
meeting, a resident questioned the 

state of the city’s DEI. Later dur-
ing the meeting’s council reports, 
Commissioner Diane Velazquez 
said that the city’s DEI Commit-
tee “really has not been function-
ing as a committee. The last few 
events said we had the DEI host-
ing, but there was only two peo-
ple hosting (that were) from the 
DEI group.”

“So, I think it would only 

be fair that we disband the cur-
rent group that’s in place because 
they have not met; I think they 
met once or twice. And since then 
we’ve only had two active mem-
bers and one of them has been 
a city employee and Mr. Mark 
Wright, who has been very in-
volved but not the rest of the DEI 
group. And I think we need to 
start again,” Velazquez contin-

ued. 
Charles Vavrek, interim city 

administrator, recommended that 
the city comes up with a resolu-
tion that would lay out a formal 
way of operating the DEI Com-
mittee, such as the selection pro-
cess of its members. 

Commissioner Alexander H. 
Smith also requested that the city 
doesn’t disband the DEI Commit-

tee, but only to restructure it. He 
was the one who requested the 
committee’s initial formation. 

Community events that the 
city DEI Committee organized 
included the Hispanic Heritage 
Celebration held in September, 
and the Emancipation Day Cele-
bration held in May. 

City wants to reorganize Diversity Equity and Inclusion committee
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Featuring community graduates

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

Wish Your 
Graduate Success

� is keepsake section will feature class 
photos, senior event pictures, congratulatory 

messages from families, businesses, 
service organizations and more!

In the 2024 Graduation Section

Email Ads@� eApopkaChief.com
Visit � eApopkaChief.com

 or Call 407.886.2777 

Attention Parents, Friends & Family,OLD GLASSES & 
HEARING AIDS 

WANTED

If you have 

old glasses or 

hearing aids, you 

no longer need, 

please take them to

The Apopka Chief and 
 The Planter 
Newspapers 

or Apopka Offi ce Supply

The Mt. Dora Lions Club 
will use your recyclable 

eye glasses for the program 
“Project Right to Sight.”

Mt. Dora
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma Club, 
working with Dr. Amy Davis 
at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle 
hearing aids for Apopka 

citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
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1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678
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Savings include dealer discount and manufacturer rebate. Offer expires 6/3/2024.
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DON’T
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BAKED GOODS DELUXE BASKET 
#8952

866 .970.0225
GourmetGiftOffer.com/MBID359MD

NOW ONLY

$90.99
WITH CODE:
MBID359MD

Reg 
$129.99

THINKING OF YOU, LOOSE LEAF TEA #5640B

JUICE BAR BREAKFAST BASKET 
#5871

T h e  p e r s o n  w h o  m a ke s 
eve r y  d ay  b r i g h te r .
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Among the highlights of 
the breakfast was the grant-
ing of the Pillar Award 
to Pastor Hezekiah Brad-
ford, former ACMA presi-
dent and senior pastor of St. 
Luke Full Gospel Baptist 
Church in Zellwood. 

“There’s so many rea-
sons (he was selected), but 
he has been just involved 

in the community in a va-
riety of ways,” said Bank-
son. “Always jumped into 
helping to lead in various 
organizations and leader-
ship roles. He’s just always 
stepped up to the plate and 
we’re surprised. Well, let’s 
just say he’s been long 
overdue to be recognized in 
the community.”

Bradford became 
ACMA president in 2022 

Breakfast: Pastor Hezekiah Bradford wins Pillar Award
for a two-year term, accord-
ing to Bankson.  

“He had stepped in to 
cover, to take over when an-
other president had to step 
down. So, he took up the 
charge,” Bankson said.  

The ACMA are still 
looking at what other events 
to do this year and will an-
nounce them at a later time, 
according to Bankson. 

“We are still exploring 
what other events we want 
to do this year. We have 
been expanding. For in-
stance, we added the com-
munity Good Friday ser-
vice this year. So that’s still 
to be announced. But we 
should have more informa-

Pat MacGuffin (r), current president of the Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance (ACMA), presents the Pillar 
Award to Pastor Hezekiah Bradford, former ACMA president, at the Apopka Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast on May 
2 at the Apopka Community Center.  Below, the attendees engage in prayer.

Continued from page 1A

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

tion soon about some more 
endeavors. Our organiza-
tion is strong and growing.”

The Apopka Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast is an an-
nual gathering of munici-
pal, county, and state lead-
ers as well as businesses, 
churches, non-profits, and 
individuals of the Apopka 
area community to unite on 
the common values of faith 
and prayer. 

The ACMA sponsored 
the National Day of Prayer 
that was held on the steps of 
Apopka City Hall at noon 
also on May 2, where a pre-
sentation of colors, prayer 
and music took place.

Photos courtesy of Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance/Facebook.  
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