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WHS Culinary Arts Magnet 
closes successful 2023-24

The Magnet Academy of Culinary Arts of Wekiva High School has competed in 
several regional and national culinary competitions, such as the Florida ProS-
tart Competition. Pictured here is the magnet’s 2024 Florida ProStart Compe-
tition Team. 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Magnet Academy 
of Culinary Arts at Weki-
va High School is end-
ing the 2023-24 school 
year on several high notes 
yet again, such as anoth-
er recognition for the pro-
gram director as National 
Teacher of the Year and a 
contest the magnet has en-
tered, which will end on 
August 3. 

Described as a work-
ing internship, the mag-
net academy allows stu-
dents the opportunity to 
explore professions in the 

culinary industry using the 
National Restaurant As-
sociation’s ProStart curri- 
culum. Students learn and 
work alongside profes-
sional chefs, restaurateurs, 
and other experts in a com-
mercial kitchen, learning 
skills hands on. 

Last year Christopher 
Bates, the magnet program 
director and lead instruc-
tor, won the 2023 Teacher 
of the Year for the state of 
Florida. He followed that 
up with winning National 
Teacher of the Year in June 
2023 and received the 
James Maynard Award for 
Excellence in Innovation 

from the National Res-
taurant Association along 
with a monetary award.

This past April, Bates 
found out that he won Na-
tional Teacher of the Year 
for 2024, an honor award-
ed by the Center for the 
Advancement of Foodser-
vice Education. This sum-
mer, he will travel to San 
Antonio, Texas, to receive 
the recognition.

“It’s just coincidence 
that a different national 
organization, has another 
(award) where I’m going 
to San Antonio in June to 

The pictured bank robbery suspect at Fifth Third Bank (1725 S. Orange Blossom 
Trail, Apopka) on Monday, May 20, is a light skinned male, last seen wearing a 
camo-style bucket hat, a navy-blue long-sleeved shirt, grey joggers, gray sneakers, 
black and red gloves and is armed with a handgun. He was last seen leaving the 
parking lot on a bicycle.

Apopka police are 
searching for a suspect who 
committed an armed rob-
bery at Fifth Third Bank 
at 1725 S. Orange Blos-
som Trail on Monday, May 
20, the second Fifth Third 
Bank robbery happening 
this month in the city. 

On May 20 at approx-
imately 12:15 p.m. Apop-
ka police responded to an 
armed bank robbery. 

According to police, 
the suspect entered the 
bank and proceeded to the 
teller counter and demand-
ed the employee open the 
cash drawer. The suspect 
fled the scene on a bicycle. 

There were no injuries re-
ported as a result of this in-
cident. This remains an ac-
tive investigation.

On May 8, police also 
responded to a Fifth Third 
Bank robbery at 1459 Rock 
Springs Road. According to 
authorities, the suspect en-
tered the bank, walked be-
hind the teller counter, and 
removed money from an 
open drawer before fleeing 
the scene on foot, according 
to police. There were no in-
juries resulting from this in-
cident. 

This robbery also con-

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The community gathered for a 
Wednesday, May 15, vigil at the Farmworker 
Association of Florida’s (FWAF) Apopka 
office on Apopka Boulevard to pay respect 
to the eight farmworkers who died in 
an Ocala bus accident on the morning of 
Tuesday, May 14. 

Reports indicate that a bus carrying 
agricultural workers, transporting them 

to begin their early morning shift, was 
involved in a tragic accident, resulting in 
multiple injuries, and at least eight people 
who lost their lives. 

“Our hearts go out to the families and 
loved ones of the deceased and injured, 
including all those who were impacted by 
this devastating tragedy,” reads an FWAF 
statement. “The farmworkers, working 
in the US with temporary work visas, 

The community gathered at the Farmworker Association of Florida’s office on 
Apopka Boulevard for a Wednesday, May 15, vigil to honor the farmworkers who 
died in an Ocala bus accident. 

Vigil held for eight farmworkers 
who died in Ocala bus accident

Bank experiences second bank robbery this month

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Museum 
is celebrating its 55th an-
niversary, and the Apopka 
Historical Society present-
ed a history of the muse-
um and the city of Apopka 

at the May 15 City Council 
meeting at City Hall. 

Maribel Brinkle, 
Apopka Historical Soci-
ety president, told the City 
Council, “Why is the his-
torical preservation so im-
portant? Our history is 
the very foundation upon 

which our community is 
built. It tells the story of 
the people who came be-
fore us, their struggles and 
triumphs, the events that 
shaped our town into what 
it is today. These stories 

Museum celebrates 55th year

See MUSEUM Page 3A

Emancipation Day at park

See MAGNET Page 7A

See VIGIL Page 10A

The St. Johns River 
Water Management District 
will be performing main-
tenance work on Laughlin 
Road just south of McDon-
ald Canal Road from May 
28 to June 13.

During this time, pe-
destrians can bypass the 
construction area using the 
Lake Apopka Loop Trail. 
However, this project may 
impact the Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive during the 
weekend of June 7–9. Un-
fortunately, there is no de-
tour available for the drive, 

and the District may need 
to close the drive for the 
weekend.

The contractor aims 
to complete the work as 
quickly as possible and 
hopes to finish it before the 
weekend. However, due to 
the nature of the work, this 
cannot be guaranteed until 
the project is underway and 
progress is assessed.

For updates on the 
project’s progress, check 
sjrwmd.com/meetings-an-
nouncements or follow the 
District on social media.

Maintenance work 
may impact Wildlife 
Drive one weekend

The city celebrated Emancipation Day two days early with an event at Alonzo Williams Park on Saturday, 
May 18. The city’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) committee organized the event. Pictured present-
ing event proclamations are (l to r) Mark Wright-Ahern, DEI committee; Alexander Smith, city commission-
er,  Francina Boykin, Apopka Historical Society board member; Diane Velazquez, city commissioner; Bryan 
Nelson, mayor; and Sylvester Hall, DEI committee.

See ROBBERY Page 9A

Photo courtesy of Christopher Bates

Photo courtesy of Farmworker Association of Florida/Facebook



Our institutions of 
higher learning used to be 
for education, using com-
mon sense, and how to im-
plement those qualities in 
our society. Debate teams 
used to learn how to de-
bate and use the power of 
persuasion to accomplish 
those things which would 
allow our society to grow 
and take care of one anoth-
er. In other words, our in-
stitutions of higher learning 
were there for the better-
ment of the United States 
of America and what she 

stands for. 
The whole world saw 

the United States as having 
the best educational system 
in the world. The education 
that was given to students 
of all grades of schools in-

cluded the studies of his-
tory of our nation. It seems 
that today’s colleges are 
hell-bent on radicalizing 
people to change the great-
est nation ever imagined. 

Our Bill of Rights, ini-
tiated through our consti-
tutional law, is one of the 
greatest assets of our con-
stitution, and yet it is being 
bastardized by this admin-
istration to fit their own po-
litical agenda. The inepti-
tude of our government is 
not due to ignorance, but 
is due to a well thought out 

plan. We have but a few 
years left to undo all the 
atrocities that have been 
accomplished by this ad-
ministration. 

In my finite mind, I 
do not have the capacity 
to figure out what it’s go-
ing to take to bring us back 
to a nation that stands for 
people that desire to go for-
ward into the future for the 
good of mankind. We need 
to return to the basics of 
educating our children and 
what it means to belong to 
a society that has no doubt 

as to the ideals, principles, 
morality, and worth of each 
individual life. 

I see a herd mental-
ity being fostered in our 
young people today. The 
fact that someone else does 
not like something and is 
going to denounce what-
ever that is through dem-
onstrations of destruction, 
and pronouncements of 
hatred should be foreign to 
our culture. As a nation, we 
have always been the most 
charitable, the most car-
ing, and the most willing 

to respond to any need of 
any nation that finds itself 
in dire circumstances. We 
have given assistance, even 
when that nation or people 
have called for our demise. 
And yet, we cannot, or will 
not, show that kind of com-
mitment and compassion 
toward each other. 

There’s a radical group 
that hates America and 
hates everything that she 
stands for that is trying to 
drive us apart and make us 

Well, here we are at the 
end of another school year. 
As we close out the end of 
the 2023-2024 school year, 
I want to thank everyone 
who helped make it a great 
year.

From our teachers to 
our parents, everyone had a 
part in making it a success-
ful year.

This has been a won-
derful school year filled 
with so many amazing ac-
tivities and accomplish-
ments for the schools and 
students in our area. As we 
all know, the past several 
years have had many chal-
lenges and this year I really 
saw joy coming back into 
the education process.

From Hawaiian shirts 
on Fridays to lunchtime 
games and music, the fun 
and lightheartedness was 
reemerging and it was good 
to see.

As we continue to 
work to improve absentee-
ism rates, student engage-
ment and connectedness 
are more important than 
ever and nothing improves 
those things than just good 
old-fashioned fun.

This has been a strong 
focus for all of our schools. 
In fact, throughout the 
school year, the Superin-
tendent had members from 
her student advisory coun-
cil present at each board 
meeting about the things 
they are doing at their 

school to make students 
feeling more connected to 
their school.

They shared different 
activities happening across 
the district from welcome 
committees for new stu-
dents to pickleball tour-
naments at lunch. All the 
schools shared the same 
message, that kids were 
happier and more involved 
than previous years in their 
schools.

So I want to thank all 
our school administrators, 
teachers and staff for mak-
ing our schools happy and 
joyful for all our students! 
I can’t wait to see what you 
do next year!

Thank you to all our 
parents for your unending 
support of not only your 
own children but of our 
schools. Involved and com-

Orlando –
The Orange County 

Clerk of Courts continues to 
offer Saturday hours at two 
branch locations for the rest 
of the year to provide more 
convenient times for cus-
tomers.

The Clerk’s Office be-
gan these extra days in June 
of 2023 as a pilot project 
to determine if the public 
would find the hours help-
ful. Due to the positive re-
sponse, the Clerk’s office is 
continuing the extra Satur-
days until at least December 
of 2024.

The Winter Park and 
Ocoee branches are open 
for services such as mar-

riage licenses and ceremo-
nies, passports, and pay-
ments on one Saturday of 
every month. 

These branch offices 
are open on the following 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. – 12 
p.m.: June 8, July 13, Au-
gust 10, September 14, Oc-
tober 12, November 9, De-
cember 14.

Customers will be able 
to access the same servic-
es offered during the week 
at our branch locations on 
these select Saturdays. Ap-
pointments will also be 
available on these days for 
passports and marriage ser-
vices.

“Our Saturday hours 

have been popular with cus-
tomers who take advantage 
of this extra day to do busi-
ness with us. We all know 
how busy work and school 
can be for families, so this is 
another option to make do-
ing business with us easier,” 
said Clerk Tiffany Moore 
Russell.

The Winter Park and 
Ocoee branches are the only 
locations open for the extra 
Saturday hours. The dates 
were selected to provide 
Clerk office hours on a Sat-
urday once a month. 	
		  For more informa-
tion on the Clerk of Courts 
services and locations, go to 
www.myorangeclerk.com.

Education today seems to radicalize students to cause dissention
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Pleasing others is 
exactly the way we 

get in trouble.

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not 
fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry 

out their wicked schemes. — Psalm 37:7

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
The community is invited to join the 
City of Apopka and VFW Post 10147 
to honor the lives and legacy of the 
nation’s fallen military heroes on 
Monday, May 27, at 11 a.m. at the 
Veterans Memorial at Edgewood/
Greenwood Cemetery, 141 S. Edge-
water Dr., Apopka.

Memorial Day each year 
serves as a solemn reminder 
of the scourge of war and its 
bitter aftermath of sorrow;

President Eisenhower on 
the signing of the Memorial Day 

Proclamation in 1955 
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Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

PRAYER FOR PEACE, 
MEMORIAL DAY, 1955

BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS Memorial Day 
each year serves as a solemn 
reminder of the scourge of war 
and its bitter aftermath of sor-
row; and

WHEREAS this day has 
traditionally been devoted to 
paying homage to loved ones 
who lie in hallowed graves 
throughout the land, having 
sacrificed their lives that war 
might end; and

WHEREAS in tribute to 
these silent dead it is fitting 
that we lift up our voices to-
gether in supplication to Al-
mighty God for wisdom in our 
search for an enduring peace; 
and

WHEREAS the Congress, 
in a joint resolution approved 
May 11, 1950, provided that 
Memorial Day should be set 
aside as a day of prayer for 
permanent peace, and request-
ed the President to issue a 
proclamation calling upon the 

people of the United States to 
observe each Memorial Day in 
that manner:

THEREFORE, I, 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 
President of the United States 
of America, do hereby pro-
claim Memorial Day, Monday, 
the thirtieth of May, 1955, as a 
day of Nation-wide prayer for 
permanent peace, and I des-
ignate the hour beginning in 
each locality at eleven o’clock 
in the morning as a period in 
which the people of this Na-
tion may unite in beseeching 
God to guide the nations of the 
world into the ways of peace.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 
I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the 
United States of America to be 
affixed.

DONE at the City of Wash-
ington this 24th day of May in 
the year  of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and fifty-five, and of 
the [SEAL] Independence of 
the United States of America 
the one hundred and seventy-
ninth.

  DWIGHT D. 
EISENHOWER

By the President:
JOHN FOSTER DULLES,
/Secretary of State. 

	 It is easy to forget events 
of the past, but being able to 
commenorate heroism of citizens 
of the United States of America 
who sacrificed their lives to keep 
our country free keeps today’s 
citizens mindful of the cost of that 
freedom. Prayers are necessary.
	 Memorial Day started as an 
event to honor Union soldiers 
who had died during the American 
Civil War. It was inspired by the 
way people in the Southern states 
honored their dead. 
	 After World War I, it was 
extended to include all men and 
women who died in any war or 
military action.

	 Memorial Day was originally 
known as Decoration Day. The 
current name for this day did not 
come into use until after World 
War II. Decoration Day and then 
Memorial Day used to be held on 
May 30, regardless of the day of 
the week, on which it fell. In 1968, 
the Uniform Holidays Bill was 
passed as part of a move to use 
federal holidays to create three-day 
weekends. This meant that from 
1971, the Memorial Day holiday 
has been officially observed on the 
last Monday in May. 
	 However, it took a longer 
period for all American states to 
recognize the new date.

Pres. Eisenhower signed this 
Memorial Day Prayer for Peace

Prayers for peace are necessary
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

Don’t Get Stuck Without 
A/C This Summer!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating 
and Cooling Systems
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Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid 
at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, 
new construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, 
discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for details. Coupon 
required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and where 
prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 6/30/2024.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete 
heating and cooling system. Removal and disposal by Company 
of existing heating and cooling system required. Valid at 
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new construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, 
discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center for details. Coupon 
required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred and where 
prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 6/30/2024.
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses
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Call today! (877) 709-1777

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
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• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Trendy Kids
We Buy Kids Things

303 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-778-8010

Apopka • 407-886-3301 • www.gentryins.com
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WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

VALUE DAYS 
TUES. ONLY $6.50

(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

THE STRANGERS: 
CHAPTER 1 (R) 10:20A; 
1:40; 4:30; 7:30; 10:40
THE GARFFIELD MOVIE 
(PG) 10:30A; 11:00A; 12:20; 
1:20; 3:10; 4:20; 6:10 ; 7:10; 
9:00; 10:00
FURIOSA: A MAD MAX 
SAGA (R) 10:40A; 11:40A; 
2:20; 3:20; 6:00; 7:00; 9:30; 
10:30
IF (PG) 10:50A; 1:30; 4:10; 
6:50;  9:40
THE FALL GUY (PG-13) 
12:10; 3:30; 6:40; 10:10
KINGDOM OF THE 
PLANET OF THE APES (PG-
13) 12:40; 4:00; 7:20; 9:50

All tickets to showings before 
12PM on Sat. and Sun. 
will be $6.50, plus tax

E a r l y  B i r d  T i c k e t s

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com

connect us to our past, fos-
tering a sense of place and 
belonging.”

Besides the museum’s 
history, Apopka Histori-
cal Society members also 
presented Apopka’s begin-
nings, the city’s utilities, 
churches, baking and lum-
ber industries, and the fo-
liage industry, which gave 
Apopka’s nickname as The 
Indoor Foliage Capital of 
the World.

Museum history 
In May 1968, the 

Apopka Historical Society 
was conceived by a group 
of women from the Apop-
ka Woman’s Club Histori-
cal Committee to organize a 
local historical group. This 
occurred after Pioneer Day 
was held in the fall of 1967 
in connection with the Cen-
tral Florida Fall Festival. 

The society members 
took three months to apply 
to the state to file incorpo-
ration papers as a nonprof-
it. Then it took three years 
to open Apopka’s first mu-
seum. The beginning ar-
tifacts collection was do-
nated by Edward Minor. 
The first museum occupied 

three rooms on the second 
floor of this building, City 
Hall, in 1971. 

Since its inception, as 
the museum continued to 
outgrow its space, it moved 
to various venues within 
the city. The sites were the 
Carroll Building, the for-
mer school site where the 
current City Hall is locat-
ed, the Apopka annex, join-
ing the water, information 
technology and the finance 
departments; and finally, to 
the current location of the 
log cabin building located 
at 122 E. Fifth St., across 
the street from City Hall 
and behind the current util-
ity building. 

Once again, the muse-
um is outgrowing its space, 
and it’s exploring its expan-
sion option.

 “It is a torch we car-
ry live by the generations 
before us and one we pass 
on with pride. It is about a 
commitment, our shared 
pasts, present and future,” 
Brinkle said. “This celebra-
tion is a statement to the 
dedication of the Apopka 
Historical Society and all 
who support his mission. 
Let’s take a moment to ex-
press our deepest gratitude 
to all the past presidents 

Continued from page 1A

Museum: Nonprofit moved 
through several places

and volunteers whose tire-
lessly efforts brought us to 
this point. Your dedication 
is an inspiration. 

“As we look forward 
towards the future, we urge 
our esteemed Mayor Bryan 
(Nelson) and our esteemed 
city commissioners to con-
sider strengthening your 
support for the Historical 
Society and the city muse-
um. Remember, we are the 
only cultural destination in 
town and the center for cre-
ating a Main Street. Let’s 
ensure it continues to flour-
ish for the next 55 years and 
beyond.”

Brinkle announced that 
the Historical Society will 
attend the June 5 City coun-
cil meeting to continue the 
anniversary celebration and 
announce an invitation. 
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In Apopka, we honor those Military Veterans that 
valiantly served and paid the ultimate sacrifi ce to our 
nation and to keep American free from tyranny. Let’s 
not forget the soldiers of past and present wars that 
died on the fi eld preserving our right to freedom. We 
should also remember the families of our fallen men 
and women, they have made their ultimate sacrifi ce. 
We honor and will not forget them.

Please think of them on Memorial Day.
God Bless America.

Commissioner
Diane Velazquez,
Vice Mayor

First Lieutenant
Ed Velazquez,
U.S. Army

Honoring Their Sacrifi ce.
Remembering Their Lives.
Celebrating Their Memories.

Remember...

On April 23, 2007, you gave your 
all while serving our great country 
in Iraq. We will also remember the 
sacri� ce you made for our Freedom. 
We all love you and miss you so much. 
� ank you so much for being our hero.

Your Loving Family

Sgt. Randy Marshall

Memorial Day
Salute to Valor

Let us not forget that the freedoms we 
enjoy come at a great cost to those that 

served and sacri� ced.VFW Post 10147
Always seeking new members. Call for information.
407-889-8266 • 519 S. Cental Ave., Apopka, FL 32703

On Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those 
who fought and made the ultimate sacri� ce 
for our country. � eir courage and service 
will never be forgotten, and we owe them and 
their loved ones a debt of gratitude that can 
never be repaid. Let us always remember that 

freedom is not free.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

For more information, visit FoliageSertoma.org

Celebrate • Honor • Remember
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On Memorial Day and every 
day, we honor the men 
and women who sacri� ced 
everything to defend and 
protect the values we as 
a nation hold so dear. We 
recognize that freedom is 
not free, and we thank all 
those who serve for their 
valor and dedication.

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Avenue

Apopka, FL 32712 • 407-886-2777
theapopkachief.com

Our Eternal GratitudeFor � eir Endle�  Courage & Sacri� ce

Home of the Free,
Thanks to the Brave
We salute the men and women of our military,
both past and present, who sacrifi ce so much to
protect our freedom and way of life.

Join us as we remember those 
who courageously gave their lives.

6505 W. Jones Ave. | Zellwood, F.L 32798
407-889-8042 | www.shelleysseptictanks.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Today we pay tribute to the brave 
military veterans who made the 
ultimate sacrifi ce in service to our 
country. 

We Will
Never Forget:
Freedom Is Not Free

Bahia Shriners
3101 E. Semoran, Apopka, FL 32703
407-660-8811

Interesting facts related to Memorial Day
	 Memorial Day is celebrated 
annually on the last Monday of 
May across the United States. The 
proximity of Memorial Day to the 
summer solstice has led many to view 
the weekend preceding the holiday 
as the unofficial kickoff to summer. 
However, Memorial Day is about 
more than backyard barbecues and 
weekend getaways.
	 Memorial Day honors service 
members who died while serving in 
the United States military. Though 
Memorial Day traces its origins to the 
years following the American Civil 
War in the mid-nineteenth century, 
it did not become an official federal 
holiday until 1971. That’s one of just 
many interesting facts about Memorial 
Day that are worth noting as the United 
States prepares to commemorate the 
sacrifices of military personnel who 
died in service of the country.
	 •Memorial Day began as 
something of a grass roots movement. 
According to History.com, by the 
late 1860s individuals in towns 
across the war-ravaged United States 
began holding springtime tributes to 

soldiers who lost their lives during the 
American Civil War.
	 •Among the more notable postwar 
commemorations was one organized 
by former slaves in Charleston, South 
Carolina. That commemoration 
occurred less than a month after the 
Confederate forces surrendered in 
1865. Despite that, History.com notes 
that in 1966 the federal government 
declared Waterloo, New York, the 
birthplace of Memorial Day.
· Postwar commemorations also were 
organized by northern veterans of the 
Civil War. General John A. Logan, 
who led an organization of Union 
veterans, called for a nationwide 
day of remembrance in May 1868. 
General Logan referred to the holiday 
as Declaration Day and chose May 
30 because it was not the anniversary 
of any specific battle and therefore 
unlikely to be viewed by some as 
controversial.
	 •Early commemorations of 
Decoration Day, which gradually 
came to be known as Memorial Day, 
initially honored only those soldiers 
who died during the American Civil 

War. However, that changed over 
time as American servicemen fought 
in various wars, including both World 
Wars, the Vietnam War, the Korean 
War, and other conflicts.
	 •The red poppy has become a 
symbol of Memorial Day. That red 
poppy can be traced to a poem by 
Canadian John McCrae, who served 
as a Lieutenant Colonel in World 
War I. “In Flanders Field” notes the 
red poppies that grew in fields where 
countless soldiers had been buried in 
modern-day Belgium. The poem was 
published in 1915, three years before 
the war ended. Sadly, McCrae himself 
was a casualty of the war, succumbing 
to pneumonia in France in 1918 while 
still in the service.
	 •Memorial Day honors service 
personnel who lost their lives while 
serving in the U.S. military. The 
holiday’s inspiration and lengthy 
history merits consideration as the 
nation prepares to commemorate 
countless soldiers’ sacrifices once 
more. 

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to learn about our designed 

Obituaries and Memorials or visit 
TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Their Legacy Lives On
On Memorial Day, we come together in honoring 

the memory of those who sacrifi ced their lives 
for our country and our continued freedom.

United We Stand!

407-880-3530
1012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

St. Reg. 
#MV05682www.JandKautomotiveinc.com

Automotive
J & K

Their Courage &
Sacrif ice

We Will Always Remember

With gratitude in our hearts, we honor
the brave souls who lost their lives 

defending America and all that 
it represents.

Rotary 
Club of Apopka

Service Above Self
www.ApopkaRotary.com

Nationwide
2 Year or

24,000 Mile
Warranty

1440 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703 407-886-0031

• 1ST RESPONDER & 
MILITARY DISCOUNT

• Family owned 
& operated 

• Large selection of 
all tire brands

• Highly qualifi ed 
Technicians

• Complete automotive 
repairs

• Located across from 
Mullinax Ford 

• Open Monday through 
Saturday

• Free Flat repairs, 
see store for details

• Accepts all Major 
credit cards

MV108874

,INC.

Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307 

or visit www.LANGD.org for details.

Honoring your sacrifice
and dedication

to preserving our freedom…
Thank you!

Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307 

or visit www.LANGD.org for details.

Honoring your sacrifice
and dedication

to preserving our freedom…
Thank you!

Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307 or visit www.LANGD.org for details. Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307 or visit www.LANGD.org for details.

What families can do to honor fallen veterans
The freedoms people living in the United States are 

afforded would not have been possible to provide if not 
for the brave efforts and undying commitment of the 
many individuals who have served in the nation’s armed 
forces. American military personnel have played vital roles 
in securing freedoms for their fellow citizens as well as 
individuals overseas.

Each year on the final Monday in May, the United 
States commemorates military personnel who lost their 
lives while serving in the armed forces. Those individuals 
made the ultimate sacrifice, and Memorial Day is a way to 
honor them and thank their families for their selfless acts. 
This Memorial Day, families can embrace various measures 
to honor fallen veterans.

· Visit a local veterans cemetery. The United Service 
Organization (USO) notes that most states have national 
veterans cemeteries. Though some veterans cemeteries are 
open only to family members of service personnel, others 
are open to the general public. Visiting a veterans cemetery 
is a great way to honor fallen military members and ensure 
the memory of their service and sacrifice is not forgotten on 
Memorial Day.

· Celebrate veterans over Memorial Day weekend. 
Memorial Day weekend is now synonymous with getaways 
and backyard barbecues. By taking time out during the 
weekend to honor fallen veterans, families can ensure 
the meaning behind the holiday is not lost in the midst of 
celebrations with family and friends. Take time out during 
a family barbecue to discuss a family member who served 
or, if traveling, make an effort to visit a veterans memorial 
along your travel route.

· Help raise funds for veterans organizations. Fun 
runs or community Memorial Day walks may benefit local 
veterans organizations that help service members in need. 
Many service members may need help dealing with the 
deaths of friends or family members who died while serving 
in the armed forces, and veterans organizations may provide 
such help or direct funds to groups that do. That makes 
participation in events that benefit veterans organizations 
a great way to honor current military personnel and those 
who have served in the past, including those who died in 

service of their country.
· Teach youngsters about the role of the armed forces. 

There’s a lot competing for the attention of today’s 
young people, and that can make it easy to overlook the 
very freedoms that make the United States such a unique 
country throughout world history. Parents and guardians 
can emphasize the role the armed forces play in procuring 
and protecting freedoms in the United States and emphasize 
the significance of the sacrifices of those who gave their 
lives to ensure a higher quality of life for all U.S. residents.

Memorial Day commemorates military personnel 
who died while serving in the armed forces. There is 
much families can do to ensure those sacrifices are never 
forgotten or taken for granted.

Our Deepest
Respect.

Our Eternal
Gratitude.

apopka office supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Memorial Day, May 27, 11 a.m.
The city of Apopka and the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars (VFW Post 10147 would like 
to invite the public to join them honoring the 
lives and legacy of the nation’s fallen military 

heroes, at the Veterans Memorial at 
Edgewood/Greenwood Cemetery, 

141 S. Edgewood Dr., Apopka 



mitted parents have the 
power to change a school 
and we appreciate you.

Finally, thank you to 
our amazing communi-
ty who showed up in big 
ways for our local schools 
this year. I tell people all 
the time that we live in the 
best community and the 
way I know that is how the 
community supports the 
schools. Our schools could 
not do what they do with-
out that support.

To all our graduating 
seniors: Congratulations! 
As our oldest students cross 
the stage this next couple 
of weeks, I hope you will 
reflect on everything you 
have accomplished with 
pride. Parents should feel 
proud as well, as we all 
know, it is not always easy 
to raise kids and get them 
to the finish line, so take 
a moment to congratulate 
yourselves also. You de-
serve it!

I wish each senior a 
fulfilling and bright future 

full of possibilities. Re-
member, the world is there 
for you to explore. Don’t be 
afraid to make bold choic-
es and go for your dreams! 
Best of luck and I can’t 
wait to shake hands with all 
of you on that stage!

May everyone have a 
restful summer. Spend time 
with family and friends, 
make some memories and 
have some fun! 

See you all in August 
for the 2024-2025 school 
year!
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Byrd: Bright futures are ahead

believe that the United States of America is 
flawed and without redemption. These rab-
ble rousers have come onto our young peo-
ple, and instead of emphasizing the great-
ness of our nation, they have centered their 
teaching on every negative part of our past. 

Our nation has grown because of the 
lessons we’ve learned from the past. When 
you take the negatives out of our learning 
and use them as a tool to show our defi-
ciencies, without the lessons being taught, 
you disgrace the sacrifices made by all 
men and women throughout the ages of 
the United States of America. I feel many 
times like Rodney King as he was being 
beaten by the officers when he asked the 
question, “can’t we all just get along?” 

It seems like a simple question, but 
when you stop and think about it, that’s 
what we all need to do. 

Just because your ideas are differ-
ent than mine and you celebrate a differ-
ent culture doesn’t mean that we’re not all 
Americans. 

We need to be united against those that 
would divide us and destroy our blessed 
nation. Those that would destroy our Con-
stitution do not have our nation’s welfare 
in mind. The only ideology they subscribe 
to is tyranny in the form of socialism or 
communism. They talk a good talk, but 
they cannot show you a successful, con-
tented, and satisfied people that are ruled 
by that ideology. 

We, as the employers of those in 
Washington, need to take the reins in our 
hands and start steering our government 
into one formed by the people and for the 
people. I’m so tired of the hatred shown, 
and sown by those who, by all their rheto-
ric, prove that they are not American. If it 
is you this pertains to, by all means, pack 
your bag, choose where you wanna go, and 
we who love the United States of America 
and the people of America will take up our 
collection to send you to that location and 
give you a few bucks to spend when you 
get there! 

Many have stated that if something 
went on in the government that they didn’t 
like, they would leave the United States. 
They were liars. They’re not gone, nor 
have they denounced their citizenship. It is 
time they put up or shut up! Our founding 

fathers, in their wisdom, have set up, and 
implemented a process by which we can 
make changes to our Constitutional Re-
public if we deem it necessary for the good 
of the people. 

In the 70s, our children were taught 
that they were individual entities and that 
they were to look inward for motivation. 
We invented words like self-assumption, 
self-ego, self-emotions, and everything 
was based on self. It’s time we straight-
ened out that kind of thinking. Our great-
est achievements in life are those that have 
included doing good for others. We do not 
have one accomplishment that has not in-
cluded someone else and their input. 

I am not a deserted human being. I am 
not one who stands alone when it comes 
to making headway for others and their 
well-being. Nothing I have accomplished 
for good has been by my individual effort 
alone. Someone along the way taught me 
or encouraged me as to how to treat my fel-
low Americans. 

I don’t care how wealthy you are. 
I don’t care how poor you are. You still 
have something to offer to the one who 
is waiting for your answer to their dilem-
ma. Some of the best advice I’ve ever re-
ceived has been from those, whom to look 
at, had nothing to offer but their experi-
ences through hardships and losses. As a 
result of their hardships and their abilities 
to overcome, I learned to use them in my 
daily life. 

We need to start looking toward oth-
ers for understanding, learning, teaching, 
and loving. None of us stands alone. We 
need each other for support, for encourage-
ment, and for the foundation for our chil-
dren to learn from. Without our combined 
efforts, our cause for liberty, freedom, and 
the American way of life will be lost. Once 
lost, it will be lost forever. 

Let’s stand together to make a wall of 
love, peace, happiness and commitment 
against the haters of our nation. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King said (my paraphrase) I am 
convinced that only unmitigated truth, and 
unconditional love will lead us into the 
unity of brotherhood. 

I believe we, as Americans, can gain 
our unity again, but we cannot do it with-
out commitment. 

Remember our nation’s motto, “E 
Pluribus Union,” (out of many one)!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: We need one another

Continued from page 2A
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	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

By Andrew Powell 
The Center Square

	 Florida will beef up its efforts to stem 
human trafficking after legislation was 
signed into law on Monday.
	 Governor Ron DeSantis signed House 
Bill 7063, a bill that will make important 
updates on how Florida combats human 
trafficking and extends the lifetime of the 
statewide Council on Human Trafficking 
within the Department of Legal Affairs.
	 Under the new law, rest area service 
plazas, emergency rooms, massage parlors, 
strip clubs or other known human trafficking 
hotspots will be required to display human 
trafficking awareness signs with telephone 
numbers to both the national hotline and 
Florida’s hotline. Penalties are also being 
increased for entities who fail to comply.
The bill also requires entities with contracts 

with the Florida government to provide 
assurances to the state that they do not use 
coerced labor and prohibits a minor from 
being employed by an adult entertainment 
establishment in any role.
	 “The Legislature has over the years 
I’ve been governor, worked with us to 
combat human trafficking, and this is a 
really serious scourge in our society, and 
because we’re a state that’s a destination 
state…unfortunately that attracts human 
trafficking,” DeSantis said.
	 DeSantis said over the past three and 
a half years the Southern Border has been 
inundated with illegal migrants crossing 
into the U.S. Because of this, the Mexican 
drug cartels are using this as an opportunity 
to drive human trafficking.
	 “So, this is a big, big problem for the 
United States, and it’s a problem that we 
have worked to tackle in Florida and are 

continuing today with the announcement,” 
DeSantis said.
	 DeSantis stated that since 2019, 
over 50,000 calls have been made to the 
National Human Trafficking Hotline. 
DeSantis pointed out that according to the 
Department of Justice, the average age of a 
trafficked individual is 13 years old.
	 “Eighty percent of those trafficked 
are girls, and of those girls, 80 percent are 
subjected to sexual exploitation,” DeSantis 
said. “We know that that is unacceptable, 

and we need to continue to work hard and 
today we’re doing even more to uphold 
the law, and to go after those who are 
trafficking these children.”
	 DeSantis noted that Florida has zero 
tolerance when it comes to the sexual 
exploitation of children, as the death 
penalty can now be given to those convicted 
of pedophilia in the state of Florida, even 
though the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed 
the practice in a 2007 decision in the 
Kennedy vs. Louisiana case.

Bill includes updates on how Florida combats human trafficking

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3057 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, June 5, 2024 
beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, June 19, 2024 beginning at 
7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

May 24, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that ALBERT IGLESIA has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located north of Fourth Street, east of Bradshaw Road and west 
of Hawthorne Avenue. This application relates to the following 
described property:

 Apopka City Council
        Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  09-21-28-0868-01-510
Contains: 1.97 +/- acres

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                       176590

ORDINANCE NO. 3057
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY SFL 
PARTNERS LLC AND JFJ REAL INVESTMENTS, LLC; LOCATED NORTH OF 
FOURTH STREET, EAST OF BRADSHAW ROAD AND WEST OF HAWTHORNE 
AVENUE; COMPRISING 1.97 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Featuring community graduates

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

Wish Your 
Graduate Success

� is keepsake section will feature class 
photos, senior event pictures, congratulatory 

messages from families, businesses, 
service organizations and more!

In the 2024 Graduation Section

Email Ads@� eApopkaChief.com
Visit � eApopkaChief.com

 or Call 407.886.2777 

Attention Parents, Friends & Family,

Trendy Kids
We Buy Kids Things

303 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
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527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available
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Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!
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accept that award. So, it’s 
good,” Bates said. “It’s cool 
to get that kind of recogni-
tion for the work that we’re 
doing here.”

The current school 
year had 375 students in the 
magnet program. The num-
ber has been growing every 
year since the program was 
implemented. 

For the 2024-25 school 
year, the magnet students 
will open up a breakfast 
café. 

“We had 95 students 
signed up for 24 spots in 
our breakfast cafe class,” 
Bates said. “It was a four-
to-one; for every one stu-
dent that I accepted, I had 
to turn away three. That is 
pretty common.”

Students will also 
learn how to make, market 
and sell rolled ice cream, a 
growing trend in Thailand. 
The students would bring 
the rolled ice cream ma-
chine to the football field 
and learn about marketing, 
customer service, and culi-
nary while distributing the 
ice cream. 

Rolled ice cream is 
made by pouring ice cream 
ingredients onto a super-
chilled flat surface and 
freezing it. The ice cream 
is scraped off using spatu-
las. When done so, the ice 
cream rolls up, resembling 
a burrito. 

Achievements
Bates attributed the 

magnet’s several competi-
tion wins and widespread 
recognition to the unique 
projects the program had 
launched that aren’t found 
at almost any other school. 

“Some of our core pro-
gram elements are unique to 
us,” Bates said. “We make 
our own hot sauce that we 
sell every year. We have our 
own branded coffee. We’re 

the only school in the coun-
try that roasts and sells its 
own line of coffee. We have 
an in-house pizza restaurant 
where kids learn and oper-
ate pizzeria under the guid-
ance of some of our indus-
try partners. Those things 
are unique. They’re differ-
ent. My kids and I have a 
lot of drive. We want to do 
cool things, so we end up 
doing a lot of cool things.”

Among the hallmarks 
the magnet accomplished 
were the following: 

*A grand opening gala 
and ribbon cutting cere-
mony this past January for 
the magnet’s new facilities. 
The students welcomed 
elected officials and indus-
try leaders to WHS to tour 
the place and pledge their 
support. 

*Senior culinary stu-
dents worked with fourth 
and fifth  grade students to 
provide a Tacos-for-Teach-
ers Day at Lockhart Ele-
mentary in collaboration 
with Tijuana Flats.

*The magnet opened 
its on-campus pizzeria in 
collaboration with Domi-
no’s Pizza.

*The magnet opened 
its on-campus ice cream 
and gelato lab in collabora-
tion with the Dairy Coun-
cil of Florida, made possi-
ble by a $5,000 grant from 
Duke Energy and a $10,000 
grant from the Dairy Coun-
cil of Florida.

*The magnet hosted 
the inaugural Sonny’s Jr. 
Pitmaster BBQ competi-
tion on campus, in which 
10 schools from across the 
state traveled to Apopka 
to compete for the Best in 
Class Smoked Ribs trophy.

*Four of the culi-
nary arts students took first 
place in the Florida ProS-
tart Invitational Restaurant 
Management Competition 
and won approximately 
$50,000 in scholarship op-

Continued from page 1A

Magnet: Community can vote for WHS in contest until Aug. 3
portunities each.

*During the 2022-
23 school year, the mag-
net placed Top Ten in the 
NASA Hunch Culinary 
Challenge for the second 
year in a row. This was the 
magnet’s second national 
title. They headed to Hous-
ton, Texas, for nationals. 

 “We’re looking to ex-
pand some of our compe-
tition teams,” Bates said. 
“The last three years we 
have broken a lot of re-
cords. We were the first 
school to represent Flori-
da nationally at the NASA 
competition two years in a 
row. We were the first Cen-
tral Florida school to repre-
sent Florida at the ProStart 
National Competition in 
Washington D.C., which is 
kind of like the Olympics of 
food for high school kids. I 
was the first Central Flori-
da instructor to be recog-
nized as the Florida Teacher 
of the Year by the Nation-
al Restaurant Association. 
Then again, that same year 
I was recognized nationally 
and Central Florida instruc-
tors. We don’t have that dis-
tinction because we’re very 
fortunate in the kind of stuff 
that we’re doing here is get-
ting noticed, because our 
kids, my kids are remark-
able.”

Favorite Chef competi-
tion

The WHS Culinary 
Arts Magnet entered the 
Favorite Chef competition. 

With voting having opened 
early this week, the com-
munity can vote for the 
school from now until Au-
gust 3.  

Favorite Chef is an on-
line tournament-style com-
petition that seeks to high-
light and celebrate a sin-
gle great chef while at the 
same time raising money 
for the James Beard Foun-
dation. To do this, Favorite 
Chef partnered with  Car-
la Hall  from Bravo’s “Top 
Chef” as a host to help 
guide competitors through 
the journey. 

The grand prize pack-
age is a trip to New York 
City, cooking experience 
with Carla Hall, a front 
cover photoshoot for Taste 
of Home magazine, and 
$25,000 in prize money. 

The tournament will 
last two months and is di-
vided into eight, two-week 
segments. 

Every day, each voter 
can cast one free vote. Each 
voter can also choose to do-
nate  a dollar to the James 
Beard Foundation so they 
can cast a second vote. As 
the weeks go by, the num-
ber of competitors keeps 
getting smaller until there 
are only two left: Carla’s 
Choice and the grand prize 
winner.

If WHS culinary arts 
magnet wins, Bates wants 
to use the prize package to 
benefit the WHS culinary 
arts magnet, specifical-
ly to purchase a new rotat-

ing deck oven. He also said 
he would also do his best 
to get Hall to visit the high 
school and cook with all of 
the magnet students. 

“I feel pretty good 
about it. It’s very exciting. 
It would be a great oppor-
tunity for the students. It’d 

be a good opportunity for 
us to get some much-need-
ed equipment. So, it’s good 
all around. We’ll see how it 
goes,” Bates said. 

Visit favchef.
com/2024/chris topher-
paul-bates to vote. 

Send Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 

AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 3056 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, June 11, 2024 
beginning at 5:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible. 

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3056 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, July 17, 
2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or soon thereafter. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at 
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to 
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding. 

May 24, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that CYNTHIA 
HENDERSON has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE 
DESIGNATION FROM COMMERCIAL TO MIXED USE FOR 0.08 +/- ACRES. This 
application relates to the following described properties:

 Apopka City Council
      Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 09-21-28-0196-70-384
Contains: 0.08 +/- acres

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        176591

ORDINANCE NO. 3506
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN OF THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE 

DESIGNATION FROM COMMERCIAL TO MIXED USE FOR CYNTHIA 
HENDERSON GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF E MICHAEL GLADDEN 
BOULEVARD, OWNED BY CYNTHIA HENDERSON, COMPRISING 0.08 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Tell them you 
saw it in

The Apopka 
Chief

Sertoma presentation

Foliage Sertoma Club President Lorena Potter 
awards a $250 donation check to Apopka High 
Beta Club sponsor Tracey Hough at the club lun-
cheon on Tuesday, May 21, at Backroom Steak-
house on Rock Springs Road. The 300-member 
service club volunteered to setup, serve and clean-
up at the April 10, Service to Mankind Dinner held 
at the Fran Carlton Center. The Beta Club members 
earn community service hours through their volun-
teer efforts. The donation will assist with costs for 
the club members to attend their annual conven-
tion coming up in Savannah, Ga.

Orange County is host-
ing its annual Hurricane 
Expo, where residents will 
have the opportunity to 
learn storm preparedness 
and recovery tips and meet 

in person with safety pro-
fessionals.

The 2024 Hurricane 
Expo will be on Saturday, 
June 15, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Evans High School, 4949 

Silver Star Road, Orlando.
Central Florida me-

teorologist Amy Sweezey 
will provide updates on this 
year’s hurricane season.

Free preparedness 

items will be available for 
families to pick up while 
supplies last.

For more information, 
email ocoem@ocfl.net.

Orange County will host hurricane expo
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
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All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416 
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC
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1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL
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tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With
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perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST. 

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Entertainment

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Wed. - Music Bingo - Cash Prizes.
Fri. - Awesome singer, performer Scott Harrell
Sat. -  JJ Smith Celtic Singer Comedian

Fri. -  Awesome singer, performer Scott Harrell
Sat. -  JJ Smith Celtic Singer Comedian

NEW Summer Hours

Entertainment

NEW Summer Hours

Don’t miss this show with one of Florida’s premier comedians!
Don’t miss this show with one of Florida’s premier comedians!

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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When they’re gone,
they’re gone!

2023 F-150

Only
150 Left 

for 72 MOS.
  1.9% APR

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

1.9% APR � nancing for 72 months available on ‘23 F-150. O� er excludes F-150 Raptor and 
Tremor. O� er requires credit approval and � nancing through Ford Credit. Not all buyers will 
qualify. 1.9% APR � nancing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per $1,000 � nanced, regardless of 
down payment. 1.9% APR o� er is not compatible with other factory incentives. Residency 

restrictions apply. Ends 6/3/2024. See salesperson for quali� cations.
1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

When they’re gone,
they’re gone!

2023 F-150

Only
150 Left 

for 72 MOS.
  1.9% APR

1.9% APR � nancing for 72 months available on ‘23 F-150. O� er excludes F-150 Raptor and 
Tremor. O� er requires credit approval and � nancing through Ford Credit. Not all buyers will 
qualify. 1.9% APR � nancing for 72 mos. at $14.71 per mo. per $1,000 � nanced, regardless of 
down payment. 1.9% APR o� er is not compatible with other factory incentives. Residency 

restrictions apply. Ends 6/3/2024. See salesperson for quali� cations.

Club presents scholarship

At the Thursday, May 16, meeting of the North Orange Republican Women 
Federated (NORWF), scholarship chair Marty Harrison presented a $2,000 
scholarship to Apopka High School senior Cody McKinley toward his college 
endeavors. The meeting took place at the Apopka City Center Hilton Garden 
Inn in downtown Apopka.

tinues to be an active inves-
tigation, and police are still 
looking for the suspect. 

If anyone has informa-
tion that could assist in re-
solving this case, contact 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment at apdcid@apopka.net 
or to remain anonymous in-
formation can be provided 
through Crimeline at 800-
423-TIPS or by visiting 
crimeline.org. 

Continued from page 1A

Robbery: 
Police 
search for 
suspect

Photo courtesy of NORWF

Tell them you saw it in 
The Apopka Chief 

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.

The Apopka Chief Newspaper
www.TheApopkaChief.com  |  400 N. Park Ave., Apopka  |  407-886-2777  |  www.FloridaPublicNotices.com

WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.

The Apopka Chief Newspaper
www.TheApopkaChief.com  |  400 N. Park Ave., Apopka  |  407-886-2777  |  www.FloridaPublicNotices.com
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Receive a free 5−year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 407−753−7287
to schedule your free quote!

FEB 2024

Receive a free 5−year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 407−753−7287
to schedule your free quote!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES
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BIGGER LOGO

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-549-6518CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN 
#IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
Are You Looking 

to Throw the 
Ultimate Party?

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

perform the arduous and 
physically taxing work of 
harvesting food crops in 
our state, earning money 
to support themselves and 
their families. 

“This tragic event 
should never have 
happened. The driver of 
the Ford pick-up truck 
that veered into the wrong 
lane and struck the bus 
transporting people to 
their work was arrested 
with eight counts of DUI-
manslaughter. According 
to several news reports, he 

has a history of reckless 
driving and accidents, 
numerous past arrests, 
and citations, and had his 
license suspended several 
times. An unsafe driver 
with this number and type 
of past violations should 
not have been driving 
yesterday morning. This 
tragedy could have been 
avoided. Families, friends, 
and crew members should 
not be mourning the loss of 
their loved ones today. 

“We at the Farmworker 
Association of Florida 
stand by those affected by 
this tragedy. We offer our 

Vigil: Crash also caused injuries to 40 
Continued from page 1A support and assistance to 

those impacted, as well as 
to the organizations that 
support the farm workers in 
North Florida. We are here 
to listen to the needs of the 
victims and the community 
and are organizing and 
raising funds through 
GoFundMe to help those 
who have been impacted 
throughout the healing 
process.”

On May 14, the Flori-
da Highway Patrol arrest-
ed Bryan Maclean How-
ard, the driver of the private 
Ford Ranger truck, on eight 
counts of driving under the 
influence-manslaughter, 

according to a statement 
released by Dave Kern-
er, Florida Department of 
Highway Safety and Motor 
Vehicles executive director.

The crash also result-
ed in the injury of approxi-
mately 40 people, the FHP 
statement says. 

The collision happened 
on May 14 at approximate-
ly 6:35 a.m. on S.R. 40, 
about 500 feet west of SW 
148 Court. The collision in-
volved a 2010 internation-
al bus that was transport-
ing about 53 employees of 
a farming company, and a 
2001 Ford Ranger private 
truck.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com
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See Obituaries 
on page 13A

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)
The world is full of 

problems, and not a day 
goes by that we don’t have 
to deal with some of them, 
whether it is mechani-
cal devices not working, 
or people getting sick, or 
problems caused by natu-
ral disasters like storms 
or earthquakes. And it is 
only natural that much 
of our waking hours are 
therefore spent fixing or 
cleaning up after these 
problems.

We do well to try to 
prevent their damage in 
the first place. An ounce 
of prevention is indeed 
worth a pound of cure. 
There is a reason why ev-
eryone who drives a car 
needs auto insurance and 
why everyone who has a 
physical body needs health 
insurance. But if we spend 
too much time focusing 
on the problematic aspects 
of life our well-being will 

be adversely affected and 
we might even find that 
we have added unneces-
sarily to our problems by 
causing undue anxiety.

We should take time 
every day to count our 
blessings, that is, to think 
about what we can be 
thankful for. A simple 
meal or a cup of coffee 
and a donut can be a real 
pleasure. And often the 
things that bring us the 
most joy cost nothing. A 
beautiful sunset or a walk 
in the woods with a friend 
or loved one can lift our 
spirits and have a lasting 
positive effect on our out-
look.

So focus on the posi-
tive, and even when you 
have some problems to 
solve, consider it a bless-
ing that you have the re-
sources to do so.

– Christopher Simon 05/24/24

Count Your Blessings, 
Not Your Problems

“Praise the Lord, my 
soul, and forget not 
all his benef its.”
Psalm 103:2 NIV

Count Your Blessings, 
Not Your Problems

(See message above.)
The world is full of 

problems, and not a day 
goes by that we don’t have 
to deal with some of them, 
whether it is mechani-
cal devices not working, 
or people getting sick, or 
problems caused by natu-
ral disasters like storms 
or earthquakes. And it is 
only natural that much 
of our waking hours are 
therefore spent fixing or 
cleaning up after these 
problems.

We do well to try to 
prevent their damage in 
the first place. An ounce 
of prevention is indeed 
worth a pound of cure. 
There is a reason why ev-
eryone who drives a car 
needs auto insurance and 
why everyone who has a 
physical body needs health 
insurance. But if we spend 
too much time focusing 
on the problematic aspects 
of life our well-being will 

be adversely affected and 
we might even find that 
we have added unneces-
sarily to our problems by 
causing undue anxiety.

We should take time 
every day to count our 
blessings, that is, to think 
about what we can be 
thankful for. A simple 
meal or a cup of coffee 
and a donut can be a real 
pleasure. And often the 
things that bring us the 
most joy cost nothing. A 
beautiful sunset or a walk 
in the woods with a friend 
or loved one can lift our 
spirits and have a lasting 
positive effect on our out-
look.

So focus on the posi-
tive, and even when you 
have some problems to 
solve, consider it a bless-
ing that you have the re-
sources to do so.

– Christopher Simon 05/24/24

Count Your Blessings, 
Not Your Problems

“Praise the Lord, my 
soul, and forget not 
all his benef its.”
Psalm 103:2 NIV

Count Your Blessings, 
Not Your Problems

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

EDDRANNA A. MASON, 
90, of Apopka, passed away on 
Saturday, May 11, 2024. Eddran-
na, also called “Addie” and known 
as Granny, was born January 22, 
1934 in Montserrat, West Indies. 
She is survived by: her children, 
Garfield Bloodman (Suzette), Eu-
nice Tyson, St. Clair Bloodman, 
and Fitzroy Blake (Martha); 19 
grandchildren; 31 great grandchil-
dren; 1 great great grandson; 2 
sisters; and host of nieces, neph-
ews and other sorrowing relatives 
and friends.

…

Obituaries
BRENDA ANN SMITH 

RYAN, 66, was a cherished moth-
er, grandmother, partner, and 
friend to many. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Evon and 
Oliver Smith of Camilla, GA. Bren-
da is survived by her loving part-
ner, Rich Clark; her son, Timothy 
Mark Ryan (Randy); her daugh-
ter, Ashley Ann Caballero (Rich-
ard); her granddaughter, Summer 
Riddell; her step daughter, Allison 
Clark (Cedric); her three sisters, 
Debra (Jack) Mellon, Beverly (Jim-
my) Cutchens, and A Briggs; and 
countless friends she considered 
family. Also, her dog, Finn.

…

Do you have 
church news 
you would 
like us to 
publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief 
& The Planter 

at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email 

news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online 
Forms: www.

theapopkachief.com

    Honor
Your

Loved
Ones

Call
407-886-2777

www.The 
ApopkaChief.com

/obituaries

to find out 
about our 
designed 

Obituaries and 
Memorials or 

visit
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INQUIRE NOW

Discover services and offers available in your
neighborhood by giving us a call
or email marketing@langd.org.

CALL 407-544-4674 ext. 307

Discover services and offers available in your neighborhood.

Natural Gas…A Limitless Opportunity!

INQUIRE NOW

 Natural Gas Saves Energy and
Grows Your Money!

Stay Safe with Natural Gas this Hurricane Season

If expert predictions of extreme activity come to bear this Atlantic hurricane season, 
power outages are inevitable. Take the opportunity before the Hurricane Season begins 
on June 1 to prepare by selecting  the appropriate energy source for your home or busi-
ness: the direct use of natural gas. The Lake Apopka Natural Gas District (LANGD) team 
is here to help you prepare for whatever the 2024 hurricane season may bring. 

Unlike an all-electric model, natural gas is delivered through an underground pipeline 
right to your home or business, ensuring high reliability during storms. That’s why so 
many essential services like hospitals, nursing homes and emergency response stations 
depend on natural gas – when every second counts, losing power is simply not an option. 
You and your family will appreciate having resilient and reliable natural gas to stay safe 
and comfortable. 

Don’t wait for a storm to hit before creating a plan; consider making the switch to reli-
able natural gas before it’s too late as service installation can take up to 60 business days. 
Not only will you find peace of mind during an active hurricane season, but you’ll also 
enjoy lower monthly utility bills – on average, homeowners can save up to 30% on their 
monthly expenses when they switch from all-electric to an energy mix  that includes nat-
ural gas appliances.

Our system is designed to withstand extreme weather, providing uninterrupted service 
and safety during severe storms for things like cooking and heating water. Many natural 
gas appliances can still function during power outages, with some featuring safety valves 
that automatically shut off gas flow if the pilot light goes out. For safety purposes, only 
authorized utility or emergency personnel should turn your meter valve on or off, and 
you should not use any natural gas appliances that may have been damaged or flooded in 
a storm.

When hurricane-force winds knock out power lines, first responders become lifelines. 
Firefighters and police officers rely on natural gas to keep their radios and call centers 
powered to receive emergency calls and coordinate rescue efforts. Hospitals are able to 
power essential medical equipment, including those needed for critical surgeries. But 
even with these reliable services in place, a hurricane demands a proactive approach. 
Taking steps to prepare your family beforehand can make a world of difference. 

If you are in a hurricane’s path, the Federal Emergency Management Agency advises 
to have an evacuation plan, secure your home by removing any loose items that could 
become dangerous projectiles and compile an emergency kit with flashlights, batteries, 
non-perishable food, water, medications and first-aid supplies. 

  
Make the switch to resilient and reliable natural gas and find peace of mind in the face 

of any challenge Mother Nature may bring. Contact our marketing team for more infor-
mation at (407) 656-2734 x307, marketing@langd.org or visit www.langd.org. 

 SWITCH REPLACE
 to Natural Gas Old Gas Appliances

Furnace $300 $300
Water Heater (tank/tankless) $300 $100
Range $100 $100

Clothes Dryer $100 $100

Grill $50 $50

Firelogs/Firepit $50 $50

REBATES

Make the switch
to natural gas –

get up to
$650

in rebates!

Call 407.544.4674 ext. 307 
visit www.LANGD.org  
for details.

Advertisment

If expert predictions of extreme activity come to bear this Atlantic hurricane sea-
son, power outages are inevitable. Take the opportunity before the Hurricane Sea-
son begins on June 1 to prepare by selecting  the appropriate energy source for 
your home or business: the direct use of natural gas. The Lake Apopka Natural 
Gas District (LANGD) team is here to help you prepare for whatever the 2024 hur-
ricane season may bring. 

Unlike an all-electric model, natural gas is delivered through an underground pipe-
line right to your home or business, ensuring high reliability during storms. That’s 
why so many essential services like hospitals, nursing homes and emergency re-
sponse stations depend on natural gas. When every second counts, losing power 
is simply not an option. You and your family will appreciate having resilient and 
reliable natural gas to stay safe and comfortable. 

Don’t wait for a storm to hit before creating a plan; consider making the switch 
to reliable natural gas before it’s too late as service installation can take up to 60 
business days. Not only will you fi nd peace of mind during an active hurricane 
season, but you’ll also enjoy lower monthly utility bills. On average, homeowners 
can save up to 30% on their monthly expenses when they switch from all-electric 
to an energy mix  that includes natural gas appliances.

Our system is designed to withstand extreme weather, providing uninterrupted ser-
vice and safety during severe storms for things like cooking and heating water. 
Many natural gas appliances can still function during power outages, with some 
featuring safety valves that automatically shut off gas fl ow if the pilot light goes 
out. For safety purposes, only authorized utility or emergency personnel should 
turn your meter valve on or off, and you should not use any natural gas appliances 
that may have been damaged or fl ooded in a storm.

When hurricane-force winds knock out power lines, fi rst responders become life-
lines. Firefi ghters and police offi cers rely on natural gas to keep their radios and 
call centers powered to receive emergency calls and coordinate rescue efforts. 
Hospitals are able to power essential medical equipment, including those needed 
for critical surgeries. But even with these reliable services in place, a hurricane 
demands a proactive approach. Taking steps to prepare your family beforehand can 
make a world of difference. 

If you are in a hurricane’s path, the Federal Emergency Management Agency ad-
vises you to have an evacuation plan, secure your home by removing any loose 
items that could become dangerous projectiles, and compile an emergency kit with 
fl ashlights, batteries, non-perishable food, water, medications, and fi rst-aid sup-
plies. 
  
Make the switch to resilient and reliable natural gas and fi nd peace of mind in the 
face of any challenge Mother Nature may bring. Contact our marketing team for 
more information at (407) 656-2734 x307, marketing@langd.org or visit www.
langd.org. 
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Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 
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Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. 
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 

32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,  Apopka 
32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 
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Apopka Area 
Voting precincts
Will you vote?

205  Dayspring Com-
munity Church, 2434 
Old Dixie Hwy  
209  Word of Life 
Church, 1853 Vick Rd.
224  Clarcona Horse-
mans Park, 3535 Damon 
Rd.   
225  John H Bridges 
Community Center, 445 
W. 13th St.
226  Apopka Com-
munity Center, 519 S 
Central Av.
227  Trinity Baptist 
Church, 1022 S Orange 
Blossom Trail 
228  Hope Baptist 
Church, 129 S Wekiwa 
Springs Rd.
229 Hope Baptist 
Church, 129 S Wekiwa 
Springs Rd.
230 First Methodist 
Church of Apopka, 201 
S Park Av 
231  First Methodist 
Church of Apopka, 201 
S Park Av.
232  Grace Pointe 
Church, 2051 W Lester 
Rd.
233  Word of Life, 1852 
Vick Rd.
234  Orange County 
Apopka Service Center, 
1111 Rock Springs Rd.
235  Wekiwa Springs 
Baptist Church, 584 N 
Wekiwa Springs Rd.
236  Gospel Centered 
Church, 4490 Rock 
Springs Rd.  
237  NW Recreation 
Complex, 3710 Jason 
Dwelley Pkwy.  
238  NOCIA, 4253 W 
Ponkan Rd.
239  Zellwood United 
Methodist Church, 5538 
W Jones Av.,  Zellwood
242  One Way Christian 
Church, 2100 W. Mc-
Cormick Rd. (NEW)
Which precinct is 

your precinct?
Will you get out 

and vote?

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses
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YOU CAN ALWAYS COUNT ON SCOTT!

2755 Border Lake Road, Suite 105 Apopka, FL 32703
Located at Hunt Club Business Center • www.countonscott.com

SERVING CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 16 YEARS
Family-owned and operated

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Qualifying buyers will receive an exclusive $1,000 Bonus Cash good toward the purchase or lease of any eligible new vehicle: select 2023/2024 
model vehicles. Eligible members include the following US Military Branches: Active Military Personnel in the Army, Navy, Air/Space Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard, and National Guard. Reservists service on Active Duty and members of the Delayed Entry/Enlistment Program (DEP), All 
Veterans, Retirees, Spouse/Surviving Spouse and other household members. Eligible first responders are Police Officer, Sheriff/Sheriff ’s Deputy, 
Correctional Officer, State Trooper, Federal Law Enforcement officer (Customs, Homeland and Security, etc.), Career Firefighter, Volunteer 

Firefighter, EMT, Paramedic, 911 Dispatcher. See salesperson for full details and qualifications. Offer ends 07/08/2024.

Get an additional

$1,000
Rebate

For all Military Veterans, 
Retirees, First Responders 
and Active Duty Personnel

Join Dr. Wes Youngberg, lifestyle expert and author of Goodbye 
Diabetes, and Brenda Davis, world-renowned author and plant-based 

course to reverse diabetes and reclaim your health.

1 in 3  Americans  has diabetes or  prediabetes. 
That doesn’t have to be your  story.

VENUE

DATES

CONTACT

        PARTICIPANT KIT INCLUDES:

* Inspiring wellness talks

* Expert advice

* Group support

* Cooking demos

I N T E R A C T I V E  W O R K S H O P

* Diabetes Undone Workbook

* Diabetes Undone Cookbook

* 8 Laws of Health DVD

* Access to the video course

JOIN US OPENING DAY, JUNE 3 AT 6:30 PM

PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
2844 W. Ponkan Rd., Apopka, FL. 32712

$50

8 SESSIONS: MONDAYS, AND THURSDAYS
JUNE 3 TO JUNE 27, 2024 •  6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION, CALL — DIANE
352-217-5538 • herestoyourhealth1710@gmail.com
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I N T E R A C T I V E  W O R K S H O P

* Diabetes Undone Workbook

* Diabetes Undone Cookbook

* 8 Laws of Health DVD

* Access to the video course

JOIN US OPENING DAY, JUNE 3 AT 6:30 PM

PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
2844 W. Ponkan Rd., Apopka, FL. 32712

$50

8 SESSIONS: MONDAYS, AND THURSDAYS
JUNE 3 TO JUNE 27, 2024 •  6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION, CALL — DIANE
352-217-5538 • herestoyourhealth1710@gmail.com352-217-5538

Send Us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com

OLD GLASSES & 
HEARING AIDS 

WANTED

If you have 

old glasses or 

hearing aids, you 

no longer need, 

please take them to

The Apopka Chief and 
 The Planter 
Newspapers 

or Apopka Offi ce Supply

The Mt. Dora Lions Club 
will use your recyclable 

eye glasses for the program 
“Project Right to Sight.”

Mt. Dora
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma Club, 
working with Dr. Amy Davis 
at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle 
hearing aids for Apopka 

citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777
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Brenda Ann Smith Ryan, 
was a cherished mother, grand-
mother, partner, and friend to 
many. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Evon 
and Oliver Smith of Camilla, 
GA. Brenda is survived by her 
loving partner, Rich Clark of 
Freeport, FL; her son, Timothy 
Mark Ryan (Randy) of Defuniak 
Springs, FL; her daughter, Ash-
ley Ann Caballero (Richard) of 
Clermont, FL; her granddaugh-
ter, Summer Riddell of Tampa; 
her step daughter, Allison Clark 
(Cedric) of Orlando; her three 
sisters, Debra (Jack) Mellon of 

Clearwater Beach, FL, Beverly 
(Jimmy) Cutchens of Bain-
bridge, GA, and A Briggs of 
Mims, FL; and countless friends 
she considered family. She also 
leaves behind her beloved dog 
and sidekick, Finn. 

Brenda will always be 
remembered for her sense of 
humor, infectious laugh, love 
for her family, resilient spirit, the 
enjoyment she received from 
playing softball and her prow-
ess on the softball pitcher's 
mound.

Born in Winter Garden, 
FL, she spent most of her life 
in Central Florida, attending 
Apopka High School. Brenda 
often spoke of her greatest 
achievements in life being 
her children and the love she 
shared with their partners. She 
cherished moments with her 
granddaughter, enjoyed beach 
relaxation, indulged in shoe 
shopping, relished Lifetime 
movies, and delighted in feed-
ing her hummingbirds. 

There are certain aspects 

of life beyond our control, 
including the days of our birth 
and our passing. 

In Judaism, departing on 
one's birthday is considered a 
blessing, signifying completion 
of one's life mission. Brenda 
fought bravely and has now 
fi nished her journey. Her life 
imparted invaluable lessons, 
urging us to believe in our-
selves and transcend perceived 
barriers. 

Her memory will continue 
to inspire and guide those who 
knew and loved her, leaving an 
indelible mark on their hearts. 

A Celebration of Life in 
honor of Brenda will be held at 
the Museum of the Apopkan’s, 
(122 E. 5th St. Apopka, FL) 
on Saturday, June 1, 2024, 
at 11:00 AM, followed by a 
reception. 

In lieu of fl owers, consider 
doing something special for 
someone you love today. 
Correspondences to the family 
can be sent to 210 E 5th St. 
Apopka, FL 32703.

Brenda Ann Smi�  Ryan
April 11, 1958 - April 11, 2024

Eddranna A. Mason, 90 
of Apopka, Florida passed 
away peacefully on Saturday, 
May 11, 2024, at AdventHealth 
Hospice in Orlando, Florida 
with her loving family by her 
side. Eddranna A. Mason, 
also called “Addie” 
and affection-
ately known 
as Granny, 
was born 
J a n u a r y 
22, 1934 
in Mont-
s e r r a t , 
West In-
dies. She is 
survived by 
her children, 
Garfi eld Bloodman 
(Suzette) of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, Eunice Tyson of Eu-
stis, Florida, St. Clair Bloodman 
of Eustis, Florida, and Fitzroy 
Blake (Martha) of Apopka, Flor-
ida; 19 grandchildren, 31 great 
grandchildren, and 1 great 

great grandson, 2 sisters, and 
host of nieces, nephews and 
other sorrowing relatives and 
friends. 

The family will receive 
relatives and friends for view-

ing from 4:00pm- 6:00pm 
on Tuesday, May 28, 

2024 at Winter 
Oak Funeral 

Home, 1132 
E. Plant 
Street, Win-
ter Garden, 
FL 34787. 
The ser-
vice will be 

held at Radi-
ant Life As-

sembly of God 
Church 8151 Clar-

cona Ocoee Rd Orlando, 
Florida 32818 at 10:00 am on 
Wednesday, May 29, 2024 with 
burial immediately following 
at Orlando Memory Gardens 
5264 Ingram Road, Apopka, 
Florida 32702

Eddranna A. Mason

Call 407-886-2777

   Honor 
Your 

Loved 
Ones

The week of May 19-
25 is the 50th anniversary 
of National EMS Week. The 
city of Apopka and Apopka 
Fire Department would like 
to extend their deepest grat-
itude to their EMS person-
nel for their dedication to 
providing life-saving skills 
to our community. In 1974, 
President Gerald Ford auth- 

orized EMS Week to cel-
ebrate EMS profession-
als and the important work 
they do in our nation’s com-
munities.

The partners at Advent- 
Health Apopka provided 4 
Rivers BBQ to the Apop-
ka Fire Department first re-
sponders in honor of Na-
tional EMS Week.

City celebrates 
National EMS Week 

The city of Apopka 
is hosting its free family-
friendly July Fourth Cele-
bration with music from Da-
vid J and opening act Emily 
Henline, and fireworks fol-
lowing the concert. 

The event will take 
place Thursday, July 4, 6-9 
p.m. at the Apopka amphi-
theater, 3710 Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway. Fireworks be-
gin after the concert. Activi-
ties are at 6 p.m., music at 
6:30 p.m., and fireworks at 
9 p.m.

The event will include 
food and craft vendors, face 
painting, balloon artist-
ry, climbing tower, bounce 
houses, bungee trampoline, 
fireworks, music and more. 

Concert and parking 
are free. No ticket is re-
quired. 

Free seating is avail-
able in the amphitheater. 
Attendees may bring blan-
kets and chairs for the lawn 

area. No tents are allowed. 
Event timeline subject 

to change.
Anyone who wants 

to learn more about 
sponsorship opportunities 
or secure a spot as a 
vendor at the July Fourth 
Celebration may reach out 
by email to the events team 
at events@apopka.net.

City to host July 
Fourth event

Got
EVENTS?
Publicize Them

Call The Apopka Chief at 
407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121, or 
email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms
www.theapopkachief.com
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MAY 24, 2024 - :END OF 4th 
MARKING PERIOD	Traffi	c	patterns	
changed.	 	 Stormy	 weather	 comes	
and	goes!	Be	careful	with	your	um-
brellas.	 And	 always	 watch	 out	 for	
those	 pedestrians...	 and	 ducks.	
DON’T	 TEXT	 WHILE	 DRIVING	 -	
Please!	YOU	WILL	PAY	A	FINE.

Children	must	be	fi	ve	years	old	on	or	
before	September	1	 to	start	kinder-
garten.	To	enter	 fi	rst	 grade,	a	 child	
must	 be	 six	 years	 old	 on	 or	 before	
September	 1	 and	 must	 have	 suc-
cessfully	 completed	 kindergarten	
(Florida	 Statute	 1003.21).	 Immuni-
zations	must	be	current.

UNLESS	 CHANGED:	 School	 Start	
Times	for	Elementary	School	&	K-8:		
8	 a.m.,	 Middle	 School:	 9:30	 a.m.,	
High	school:	7:10	a.m.

City	 of	 Apopka’s	 Northwest	 Recre-
ation	Complex,	3710	Jason	Dwelley	
Parkway,	 Apopka	 32712,	 407-703-
1784.	 On	 any	 given	 weekend,	 you	
can	 see	 many,	 many	 families	 in	
attendance	 at	 the	 beautiful	 com-
plex	 setting	 participating	 in	 various	
organized	 sport	 programs,	 Ameni-
ties	 at	 the	 complex	 include:	 Soc-
cer	Fields,	Softball	Fields,	Baseball	
Fields,	 Multi-Purpose	 Fields,	 Sand	
Volleyball	 Courts,	 Outdoor	 Basket-
ball	Courts,	Tennis	Courts,	Walking 
Trail,	 Amphitheater,	 Playground,	
Concession	Stands.

11-mile	wildlife	drive	(complete	with	
directional	 signs)	 (opened	 in	 2015)	
on	 Lake	 Apopka	 shores,	 by	 enter-
ing	from	Lust	Road	off	Binion	Road,	
about	a	mile	 south	of	Camp	Wewa	
in	 the	 Plymouth	 area,	 for	 one-way	
drive,	 10	miles	 per	 hour,	 with	 pos-
sible	 wildlife	 spotting	 stops.	 DO	
NOT	FEED	THE	GATORS	-	IT	MAY	
CAUSE	 CLOSING	 OF	 THE	 TRAIL	
If	 you	 are	 stopping,	 drive	 will	 take	
more	than	1	hour.	Drive	runs	by	ca-
nals	used	in	muck-farming	days.	The	
one-way	drive	exits	on	Jones	Road	
in	 Zellwood.	 You	 will	 see	 a	 fresh-
water	 marsh	 system	 and	 wildlife	
dependent	 on	 that	 type	 of	 system.	
The	drive	is	open	on	Fridays,	Satur-
days	and	Sundays	and	federal	holi-
days	and	is	controlled	by	the	county.	
Open	 during	 daylight	 hours	 only	
(one	hour	after	sunrise	and	one	hour	
before	 sunset).	Offi	cial	 sunrise	 and	
sunset	hours	can	be	found	online.		
The	road	is	closed	on	other	days	due	
to	ongoing	restoration	work.	The	trail	
is	11	miles	long.	

WEKIWA	 SPRINGS	 STATE	 PARK 
is	a	7,000-acre	Florida	State	Park	in	
Apopka,	Florida.	It	is	located	20	min-
utes	north	of	Orlando,	off	 Interstate	
4	at	exit	94,	near	Altamonte	Springs	
and	Longwood.	The	park	also	 con-
tains	 the	head	water	of	 the	Wekiva	
River.	Address:	1800	Wekiwa	Circle,	
Apopka	32712,	open	 from	9	a.m.-5	
p.m.	 For	 information,	 call	 407-884-
4311
FRAN	CARLTON	CENTER	OPEN,	

for	seniors	-	senior	activities	at
Fran	Carlton	Center.
	CALL	407-703-1642	

FOR	INFORMATION  	.

FRIDAY, MAY 24

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 FRI-
DAYS	 at	 9:00	 a.m.	 at	 11	N.	 Forest	
Ave.,	 at	 the	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center..	
Call	407-703-1642	for	information.
.
CENTRAL	 FL	 CHRISTIAN	 CHAM-
BER	OF	COMMERCE,	1806	S	Bay	
St.,	 Eustis,	 has	 Fellowship	 Friday	
meetings.	 For	 complete	 details	 of	
all	 chamber	 events,	 visit	 cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-chamber.
Contact:	 latrondra@cfchristian-
chamber.com

SATURDAY, MAY 25

VFW	 POST	 10147	 continues	 to	
have	 its	 fund	 raising	 breakfast	 on	
the	the	third	Saturday	of	the	month	
on	MAY	18,	from	8-10	a.m.	at	519	S.	
Central	Avenue.	Cost	is	only	$7.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 Satur-
day,	 9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	 E.	 FIFTH	
STREET,	 APOPKA.	 Managed	 by	
Apopka	Historical	Society.	Call	407-
703-1624	for	info.

AVIAN	 RECONDITIONING	 CEN-
TER,	 for	 birds	 of	 prey,	 323	 Lester	
Rd.,	Apopka,	hours:	9:30-1:30	p.m.,	
The	center	is	open	on	Saturdays	to	
the	public,	weather	permitting.	Call	
407-461-1056	for	information.

 
SUNDAY, MAY 26

MONDAY, MAY 27
REMEMBER: MEMORIAL DAY
AT EDGEWOOD/GREENWOOD

CEMETERY AT 11:00 AM

FITNESS	CLASS,	MONDAYS	9-10	
a.m.	11	N.	Forest	Ave	at	Fran	Carl-
ton	 Center.	 Masks	 not	 required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

CRAFTS	 &	 CHATTER:	 9:30-12	
noon.	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	
Forest	 Ave.Masks	 required.	 Tem-
perature	 taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info.

OVEREATERS	 ANONYMOUS 
meets	Mondays	at	6:30	p.m.,	Epis-
copal	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	601	
S.	Highland	Avenue.	 If	 you	 have	 a	
problem	with	food	–	overeating,	an-
orexia,	bulimia	–	 there	 is	a	solution	
for	 you.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	
OA.org	or	call	Carrie	781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS:	 Forest	 Lake	
Church	 by	 Zoom.	 Time:	 7	 p.m.,	
Open	 to	 everyone	 interested.	 For	
information,	call	407-761-2943.	Club	
Number:	4899556,	District	84,	Area	
D42.	Orators	of	Excellence

TUESDAY, MAY 28

THE	 SERTOMA	 CLUB	 meets	 the	
fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesday	 of	 each	
month,	beginning	at	11:30-noon,	at	
Beef	‘O’	Brady’s	in	The	Back	Room,	
1410	Rock	Springs	Rd.,	Apopka.		In-
terested	 communitiy	 members	 are	
encouraged	 to	 attend	 and	 get	 ac-
quainted.	 Meetings	 have	 resumed	
on	 fi	rst	 and	 third	Tuesdays.	Masks	
are	encouraged.

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	 11	 N.	 Forest	 Ave.	 at	 Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info

ART	 CLASS.	 	 9:30-12	 noon.	 Fran	
Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	 Ave.	
Masks	 required.	 Temperature	 tak-
en.	Pre-register.	Call	 407-703-1642	
for	info.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29

,The	 Altamonte	 Springs	 /	 Apopka	
VFW	POST	 10147.	 is	 NOW	OPEN 
Wednesday	and	Saturday	Mornings	
from	(TIME	CHANGE)	8:00	to	10:00	
a.m.	 for	 coffee	 and	 doughnuts.	
(other	 hours	 by	 appointment	 only).	
3rd	Saturday	of	the	month	is	VFW’s	
fundraising	 breakfast,	 Also,	 eve-
nings	of	Tribute	music	are	planned.	
Call	 407-889-8266,	 or	 email	 info@
vfwpost10147.com	 for	 information.		
The	VFW	Auxiliary	has	been	formed	
and	is	active	as	well.	Don’t	forget	to	
visit	its	excellent	Military	Museum.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info..

SENIOR	CHAIR	EXERCISE,	 10-11	
a.m.,	 Billie	 Dean	 Community	 Cen-
ter,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	.	Masks	not	
required	 while	 exercising,	 but	 are	
when	 socializing	 before	 and	 after	
class.	Temperature	 taken	on	entry.	
Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-1642	 for	
info

CITY	OF	 APOPKA	DRC	 (Develop-
ment	Review	Committee)	meets	ev-
ery	Wednesday	at	9	a.m.-10	a.m.	(or	
as	 long	as	necessary)	at	City	Hall,	
120	E.	Main	Street,	Apopka.	Check	
for	the	online	version.

BRIDGE	 CLASS.	 9:30-12	 noon.	
Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	
Ave.Masks	 required.	 Temperatures	
taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-
1642	for	info.

TOPS	 CHAPTER	 #646.	 (Take	 Off	
Pounds	 Sensibly),	 TOPS,	 a	 non-
profi	t	 organization,	 will	 help	 you	
reach	 a	 weight	 goal	 with	 support	
from	friendly,	caring	members,	edu-

cation,	and	rewards.	Each	Thursday	
weigh-in	begins	at	9:00	a.m.	–	meet-
ing	ends	at	10:15	a.m..	Come	to	its	
NEW	 location	 220	 W.	 Horatio	 Av-
enue,	 Maitland,	 FL	 32751	 to	 meet	
with	others	who	have	a	 like-minded	
goal	to	lose	weight.	No	products,	no	
specifi	c	diet	to	follow,	no	meds.	Call	
407-580-0897	for	more	information.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
on	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	and	Fri-
days,	12	noon-5	p.m.	and	Saturday	
9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	E	Fifth	St.	 407-
703-1642	for	info.

EARLY	 BIRD	 BINGO	 at	 Bahia	
Shrine	 Center,	 3101	 E.	 Semoran	
Blvd..	 Doors	 open	 at	 5	 p.m.,	 and	
the	early	bird	game	starts	at	6	p.m.	
For	more	 information,	call	407-660-
8811.

TOASTMASTERS:	still	meeting	ev-
ery	WEDNESDAY,	7:00	p.m.	 -	8:30	
p.m.,	 by	 zoom.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	407-765-2629	or	visit	www.
Apopkatoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, MAY 30 

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

ROTARY	CLUB	OF	APOPKA	-	For	
information,	call	407-415-6588.	Call	
for	updated	information	on	meetings	
and	location.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
from	noon	to	5	p.m.	on	Wednesdays,	
Thursdays,	 Fridays,	 and	 Saturdays	
from	 9	 a.m.-noon.	 120	 E	 Fifth	 St.	
Call	407-703-1624	for	info.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday	nights	-	Saturday	Sounds	
at	 Apopka	 Amphitheaer,	 3710	 Ja-
son	 Dewlley	 Parkway,	 5-7	 p.m.	
Free.	Last	one	was	18th	of	May.	No	
more	until	Fall.

ONGOING EVENTS
Florida	 Railroad	 Museum,	 101	 S.	
Boyd	Street,	Winter	Garden,	is	open	
Tuesday-Saturday,	11-3	each	week	
excluding	 holidays.	 For	 info,	 call	
407-656-0559.	.	Must	see.
  
CITY	 COUNCIL	 MEETINGS	 are	
public	 and	 will	 also	 be	 broadcast	
on	 this	 shortened	 link:	 https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb,	 and	 are	 normally	 held	
the	 fi	rst	 Wednesday	 at	 1:30	 p.m.,	
and	third	Wednesday	at	7	p.m.	in	the	
City	 Council	 Chambers,	 City	 Hall,	

120	 E.	 Main	 St.,	 Apopka.	 Subject	
to	change	with	notice.	For	info.,	call	
City	 Clerk	 407-703-1704.	 Agenda	
and	 minutes	 of	 meeting	 can	 be	
found	online.	Once	posted,	check	for	
any	revisions	by	Tuesday	at	5	p.m.	
before	the	meeting	

FOLIAGE	GARDEN	CLUB	OF	AP-
OPKA,	 meets	 the	 fi	rst	 Thursday	 of	
each	 month,	 September	 through	
May,	 at	 10	 a.m.	 at	 the	 Billy	 Dean	
Community	 Center	 at	 Alonzo	 Wil-
liams	Park,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	Ap-
opka.	 Contact:	 apopkafgca@gmail.
com

FREE	 PLANT	 CLINIC	 in	 Apopka	
is	open	on	Tuesdays.	Do	you	have	
problems	with	your	plants	or	 lawn?	
Let	 a	 Master	 Gardener	 help.	 Or-
ange	 County	 residents	 can	 bring	
their	questions	and	samples	to	UF/
IFAS	 Extension	 Master	 Gardener	
volunteers	 at	 the	 UF/IFAS	 Mid-
Florida	Research	Education	Center	
(MREC),	 2725	Binion	Road,	Apop-
ka,	32703;	9	a.m.-12	Tuesdays;	407-
254-9200.	
	 	 	 	 	 Questions	 and	 photos	 can	 be	
emailed	 to	 orangecomgv@ifas.ufl	.
edu.	to	be	answered	by	Master	Gar-
deners.	A	 free	plant	clinic	 for	com-
mercial	 growers	 is	 open	 Tuesdays	
1-4	p.m.		at	the	same	location.
 
KIWANIS	 CLUB	 OF	 APOPKA	 IS	
now	 meeting	 MONTHLY	 on	 the	
3rd	Tuesday	at	8	a.m.	at	Seacoast	
Bank,	 345	E	Main	Street,	Apopka.	
Contact	407-464-4606	 for	 informa-
tion	

BROWN	BAG	 LUNCH	 -	 Third	 Sat-
urday	 of	 each	 month,	 Episcopal	
Church	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 at	 the	
corner	 of	 Highland	 and	 6th	 St.,	
Apopka,	from	10	a.m.-12	p.m.,	offer	
to	all	who	come	a	brown	bag	lunch.	
In	addition,	men’s	 socks,	 fl	ip	 fl	ops,	
stuffed	animals,	some	clothing,	chil-
dren’s	books	and	pet	food	which	is	
donated	by	My	Pet	World,	Apopka,	
may	 be	 available.	 If	 interested	 in	
volunteering,	 call	 Debbie	 at	 407-
620-5081	for	information.

APOPKA	 FOLIAGE	 TOASTMAS-
TER’S	 CLUB,	 Monday,	 7	 p.m.,	 on	
Zoom,	Apopka.	407-765-2629.

NWOC	 FFA	 Alumni	 –	 Monthly	
meetings	 (usually	 the	 4th	 Monday	
evening	in	a	month	during	the	school	
year)	are	open	to	anyone.	(Looking	
for	more	information)                        

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 122	 E	
5th	 Street,	 Hours	 open:	Wednesay	
to	 Friday.	 from	 noon-5	 p.m.,	 and	
Saturdays	 from	9	 a.m.-1	 p.m...	 Ad-
mission	 is	 free.	 Contains	 displays	
and	 information	 about	 Apopka’s	
history,	 and	 has	 history	 books	 for	
sale.	 Monthly	 meetings	 of	 Apopka	
Historical	Society	are	normally	held	
on	 a	 Sunday	 afternoon.	 For	 more	
information,	 go	 to	www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE	APOPKA	ELKS	LODGE	2422	
meets	 fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesdays	 of	
month,	 201	 W.	 Orange.	 For	 more	
information,	 call	 407-886-1600	 or	
email	 apopkaelks@aol.com	 Bar	
Bingo	every	Monday	night	at	7	p.m.	
promptly.

GFWC	APOPKA	WOMAN’S	CLUB,	
meets	 at	 First	 United	 Methodist	
Church,	 201	 N.	 Park	 Avenue.	 Call	
407-880-2111	for	more	information.

CITY	 OF	 APOPKA	 PLANNING	 &	
ZONING	-	usually	the	second	Tues-
day	 of	 the	 month.	 5:30	 p.m.	 City	
Council	Chambers,	City	Hall,	120	E.	
Main	St.,	Apopka.	All	meetings	open	
to	the	public.	Subject	to	change	with	
notice.	 For	 info.,	 call	 David	 Moon,	
407-703-1739.	

BRIDGE	 GAMES	 AND	 CLASSES:	
Every	 Monday	 and	 Friday	 morning	
at	 9:15	 a.m.,	 at	 the	 Lake	 County	
Duplicate	Bridge	Club,	 510	W.	Key	
Ave.,	 Eustis.	 For	more	 information,	
call	352-315-9934	or	visit	 lakedupli-
cate.com.	  

COMPUTER	 CLASSES	 in	 both	
English	and	Spanish:	Available	daily	
or	 weekly	 at	 OCLS	 North	 Orange	
Branch.*	Classes	are:	Computer	Ba-
sics,	 Excel,	 Word	 Resume	 Writing,	
Email	for	Seniors,	ELLIS	English	Lab,	
Word,	 Online	 Job	 Searches,	 Power	
Point,	 Internet,	 Open	 Lab,	 How	 to	
use	a	mouse	and	keyboard,	etc.	Call	
OCLS	 North	 Orange	 Branch*	 for	
more	details.

HABITAT	 VOLUNTEERS:	 Go	 to	
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,	
click	 on	 volunteers.	 There	 are	 a	
number	of	opportunities	available	at	
the	Restores.	Call		407-696-5855		or	
407-880-8881	to	sign	up	for	informa-
tion.

***********
(OCLS)	 Orange	 County	 Public	
Library	 North	 Orange	 Branch	 Ad-
dress:	 1211	 E.	 Semoran	 Boule-
vard,	 Apopka	 436	 (Semoran)	 and	
Thompson	Road.	www.ocls.info.	To	
reserve	a	space,	call	407-835-7323.	
The	library	is	now	open	again	Mon-
Sat.	10	a.m.-5:30	p.m..	and	Sunday	
afternoons

*Apopka	 Area	 Chamber	 of	 Com-
merce,	180	E.	Main	St.,	Apopka.	For	
more	info,	call	407-886-1441

COMMUNITY	EVENTS	
CALENDAR	INFORMATION

Events,	fund	raisers,	
and	non-profi	t	organizations

Send	info:	fax	407-889-4121,	or	
email	ads@theapopkachief.com
Subscribe	to	The	Apopka	Chief	
E-Edition	or	Home	Delivery

Call	407-886-2777	or	
Visit	www.theapopkachief.com
In	County:	$30	with	E-edition,	or
$25	for	just	postal	delivery.	

Out-of-County:	$35	with	E-Edition	or	
$30	for	postal	delivery

MAY 2024     ★ ★  EVENTS  ★   WEEKLY  ★   UPCOMING  ★   ONGOING  ★ ★ 

	 Next Mon-
day is Memorial 
Day. Originally 
known as Dec-
oration Day, this 
is a day when 
we reflect on 
and honor vet-
erans and those in the military who 
were killed in overseas deployments or 
in service or training in the US. It is a 
somber day of reflection, one of honor-
ing those who lost their lives in service 
to our country, not a “happy” day of cel-
ebration.
	 Having said that, we often spend 
Memorial Day with friends and rela-
tives while we are honoring the peo-
ple who have passed while serving our 
country. Sharing time for courteous re-
gard is honored in our country, and the 
sharing of food is part of this tradition.
	 We have dry rubbed ribs from Pal-
metto Creek Farms which comes from 
the book titled From Field to Feast. 
This is simple to prepare and absolute-
ly delicious. The ribs are oven baked 
in heavy-duty foil packets you make 
and seal around the ribs, great for folks 
who don’t want to fool around with a 
grill or smoker. I saw the temperature, 
“250 degrees” and thought I must have 
made a mistake. But no, the book re-
ally says “250 degrees for 2- to 2-1/2 
hours.”
	 Arlen Mizell , who was a true friend 
and mentor to the community of Ap-
opka, dedicated his life to service in 
the Lord’s work. His recipe for Baked 
Beans which he served many times 
at First Presbyterian Church of Apop-
ka, follows for your celebrations in the 
coming season.
	 From What’s Cookin’?, we have 
Shrimp or Chicken Curry. This rec-
ipe was contributed by Mrs. Myrtle 
Womble who suggests serving it over 
hot, steamy rice.
	 Zucchini casserole from Paths 
of Sunshine published by the Florida 
Federation of Garden Clubs, is won-
derful. Try it. You’ll like it!
	 Here is a recipe for Charles’ Corn-
bread from Savannah Style that uses 
fresh or cream style corn. It is probably 
wonderfully moist because it also con-
tains sour cream.

	 From The New York Times NEW 
Natural Foods Cookbook, by Jean 
Hewitt, we have Apricot Bar Cookies.

PALMETTO CREEK FARMS, 
AVON PARK,

DRY-RUBBED BABY BACK RIBS
Recipe from Field to Feast

1/4 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/4 cup paprika
1/4 cup ancho chili powder (dark  	
   Mexican chili powder)
4 teaspoons coarse salt
4 teaspoons smoked paprika
4 teaspoons cumin
4 teaspoons cayenne
4 (2-pound) slabs loin back ribs, 	
   membrane removed (ask your 
butcher to do this for you)
For the rub:
	 Mix brown sugar, paprika, ancho 
chili powder, salt, smoked paprika, cu-
min, and cayenne in a small bowl, mak-
ing sure to break up chunks of brown 
sugar.
	 Put ribs bone side up on sheet 
pan. Season each slab with rub on 
both sides. Refrigerate at least 1 hour, 
loosely covered.
	 Heat oven to 250 degrees Fahren-
heit. Cut four (12- by 12-inch) square 
sheets of heavy-duty aluminum foil. 
Put a slab of ribs, meat side up, on a 
sheet of foil. Fold ends to make loose 
packet around each slab; seal. Put 
packets on sheet pan. Bake 2- to 2-1/2 
hours. Check ribs for doneness by gen-
tly pulling on bones. When they begin 
to pull away from meat, they are ready 
to serve.

ARLEN’S BAKED BEANS
Recipe from Treasures and Pleasures, 
published 1990 Presbyterian Women, 
First Presbyterian Church of Apopka

1 gallon B&B beans
1 chopped onion
1/2 bell pepper, chopped fine
12 ounces Grandma’s Molasses
1/2 cup vinegar
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup honey
1/2 pound bacon
1 tablespoon garlic powder
Salt and pepper
	 Mix all liquid ingredients. Add to 
beans, onion and bell pepper; add 

salt, pepper, and garlic. Top with bacon 
strips. Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour 
or until beans are brown and bubbly. 
Serves about 25.

MRS. MYRTLE WOMBLE’S 
SHRIMP OR CHICKEN CURRY
Recipe from What’s Cookin’?

Published by 
The Apopka Woman’s Club

3 tablespoons butter
1/4 cup minced onion
1/2 teaspoon curry powder
3 tablespoons flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon ground ginger
1 cup chicken broth (or 1 chicken 	
   bouillon cube dissolved in 1 cup 	
   hot water)
1 cup milk
2 cups cooked, cleaned shrimp or 2 	
   cups cut-up cooked chicken
1/2 teaspoon lemon juice
	 Melt butter over low heat in heavy 
saucepan. Saute onion and curry pow-
der in melted butter. Blend in flour and 
seasonings. Cook over low heat until 
mixture is smooth and bubbly. Remove 
from heat. Stir in chicken broth and 
milk. Bring to a boil, stirring constantly. 
Boil 1 minute. Add shrimp or chicken 
and the lemon juice. Serve over rice. 
Makes 4 servings.

ZUCCHINI CASSEROLE
Recipe from 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 
Paths of Sunshine Cookbook

4 cups sliced zucchini
2 cups boiling water
2 eggs
1 cup mayonnaise
1 chopped onion
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1 cup Parmesan cheese
Salt and pepper to taste
1 tablespoon butter
2 tablespoons buttered bread-
crumbs (optional)
	 Cook zucchini in water until just 
tender, then drain. In a large bowl, 
beat eggs, stir in mayonnaise, onion, 
green pepper, cheese, salt, and pep-
per. Add zucchini. Turn into a greased 
1-1/2 quart baking dish. Dot with butter 
and sprinkle with breadcrumbs. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until 

bubbly. Serves six.

CHARLES’ CORNBREAD
Recipe from Savannah Style,

a Cookbook by 
The Junior League of Savannah, Inc.

1 cup corn meal
1/2 cup corn oil
3 teaspoons baking powder
2 eggs
1-1/2 teaspoons salt
1 cup cream style corn, or fresh if 	
   available
1 cup sour cream
	 Preheat oven to 400 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Mix ingredients until blended. 
Pour into a greased 8- x 8- x 2-inch 
dish and bake for 30 minutes.

APRICOT BAR COOKIES
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

NEW NATURAL FOODS COOKBOOK
Copyright 1982 by Jean Hewitt

1/2 cup honey
1/3 cup molasses
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1-1/2 cups steel cut oats
1 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 cup wheat germ
3 tablespoons soy flour
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 cup cut-up unsulphured apricots
1 cup raisins
1/2 cup sunflower seed kernels or 	
   pumpkin seeds
Orange juice, if necessary
	 1. Preheat the oven to 375 de-
grees. 2. Beat together the honey, mo-
lasses, and oil very well in an electric 
mixer, electric blender, or food proc-
essor. 3. In a large bowl, combine the 
oats, whole-wheat flour, wheat germ, 
soy flour, and salt. Pour in the honey 
mixture and stir to moisten the dry in-
gredients. 4. Add the apricots, raisins, 
and sunflower seed kernels and mix 
well. If the mixture is very stiff, add a 
small amount of orange juice. Press 
the mixture into a well-oiled 9-inch 
square baking pan. Bake for 20 min-
utes. Cool in the pan. Cut into squares. 
Yield: Sixteen squares.

Shrimp or chicken curry does not take long to make, is served over rice

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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FAIR • HONEST 
DEPENDABLE

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 • Closed Saturday
407-880-35301012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

CERTIFIED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

• Wheel Balance & 
 Alignments 
• Tune Ups • Brakes 
• Shocks 
• Fuel Injection 
 Service Oil Change 
• C.V. Joints 
• Tires

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

C A R D Swww.JandKautomotiveinc.com
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www.TheApopkaChief.com

Take back your weekends. The businesses 
in our service directory are here to handle 

all of your home improvement needs.

Check out the 
Service Directory Pages

D-I-WHY?

You spend a lot of 
time in your car, whether 
it be running errands or 
commuting to work. It’s 
important to take care of 
your car, so your car can 
take care of you!

When you depend 
on your vehicle, you 
need a trusted, reliable, 
quick-service mechanic 
close to home, not only 
for regular maintenance 
but also for those little 
(and sometimes big) 
glitches that can slow 
you down. 

If you find your-
self trying to navigate 
the world of car repairs, 
you know it can often 
be daunting, especially 
when figuring out how to 
choose a mechanic you 
can trust. You want to 
find someone skilled at 
evaluating your car and 
making the necessary 
repairs efficiently. The 
skill level and honesty 
go hand in hand with a 
trustworthy mechanic. A 
reliable skilled mechan-
ic is a priceless resource 
for any car owner, en-
suring that your vehicle 
gets the expert attention 
it needs when it needs it. 

Choosing the best 
mechanic for your vehi-
cle involves more than 
just picking someone 
with general automotive 
knowledge. It’s about 
finding an expert who 
knows your vehicle and 
has a full understanding 
of its history.

At J & K Automo-
tive, Inc. you’ll find ex-
perienced mechanics 
that will conduct a thor-
ough assessment of 
your vehicle.  They will 
research your vehicle’s 

history, so they will know 
your car’s quirks, which 
in turn allows them to di-
agnose issues quickly 
and accurately.  They will 
suggest only the neces-
sary repairs, and they 
have the skill and knowl-
edge to execute those 
repairs effectively. 

J & K Automotive, 
Inc. is widely known 
for their trusted and re-
liable auto repair ser-
vice. They’ve been serv-
ing Apopka since 1987. 
They serve the com-
munity with a passion 
for excellence in auto-
motive repair and quali-
ty customer service. It’s 
always been their goal, 
and will continue to be, 
the repair shop that of-
fers fair, honest, and de-
pendable service. 

The staff at J & K 
Automotive, Inc. em-
phasize that by caring 
for your car properly, 
you can increase safety, 
cut down on expenses, 
boost your car’s perfor-
mance, and even save 
yourself some time. Sev-
eral of your vehicle’s fea-
tures – from the engine 
to the tires – will always 
need a little TLC from 
time to time. 

J & K Automotive, 
Inc. prides themselves 
on their ability to handle 
whatever reveals itself 
under the hood. No chal-
lenge is too large or too 
small. They are a total 
car care company, offer-
ing services that range 
from a basic oil change 
to engine repair. They 
provide all preventive 
maintenance services 
that your vehicles may 
require, such as engine 

performance, brakes, 
front end, and general 
repair work. 

As a family-run busi-
ness with more than 38 
years’ experience, J & K 
Automotive, Inc. strives 
to gain the trust of the 
community by provid-
ing honest, dependable 
labor, and fair pricing. 
They will always back up 
their work because they 
take pride in their ser-
vice. 

J & K Automo-
tive, Inc. utilizes only 
top-quality replacement 
parts along with highly 
skilled technicians. They 
offer a no-obligation, 
free estimate and uti-
lize up-to-date diagnos-
tic equipment to diag-
nose and repair your car, 
truck, or SUV. This helps 
ensure that your auto-

mobile is repaired to fac-
tory specifications. And, 
of course, all their work 
is 100% guaranteed. 

It’s good to know you 
can have peace of mind 
knowing your vehicle is 
in good hands at J&K 
Automotive, Inc. They 
are conveniently locat-
ed at 1012 E. Semo-
ran Boulevard in Apop-
ka, just a block east of 
Sheeler Road. 

For top-quality ser-
vice at affordable pric-
es, call J&K Automo-
tive, Inc. at 407-880-
3530 and schedule your 
appointment today. For 
more information, you 
can also visit their web-
site at www. JandK.me-
chanicnet.com and be-
come a fan on Face-
book: J & K Automotive.

Advertisement

J&K Automotive, Inc. provides quality service 
at affordable prices for each person who comes 
through their doors. They’re conveniently located at 
1012 E. Semoran Boulevard in Apopka. 

J&K Automotive is a company you can trust to help 
keep you and your family safe while on the road
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KEEP THOSE 
WHEELS ROLLING... 

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,  

Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.
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