The Foliage Sertoma Club
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Road transfers from Orange County to c1ty are approved
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City Council approved
5-0 each on three road transfers from Or-
ange County to the city so the city could
upgrade these infrastructures to keep up
with local growth.

The sections of Ocoee-Apopka Road
in discussion were from south of Keene
Road to 13th Street, Binion Road from
Areca Palm Drive to Hayden Valley Street,
and Golden Gem Road from Capital Reef
Way to Kelly Park Road.

Orange County has been requesting
the city to take ownership of Ocoee-Apop-
ka Road for almost 10 years, according to
a staff report in the Wednesday, June 19,
Council agenda packet.

The city’s growth has impacted road-
way capacity on city and county roads, in-
cluding portions of Binion Road, Ocoee-
Apopka Road, and Golden Gem Road,
which are all county owned, maintained
and operated.

“This is an agenda, and it’s been a long
time coming,” said Pamela Richmond,
city of Apopka transportation coordina-
tor. “We’ve been trying to get some things
done on these roads for several years. Ac-
tually, I want to start with Ocoee-Apopka
Road. Maybe three years ago when devel-
opment started coming in, we all acknowl-
edged something needed to be done there.
In fact, I remember (Apopka City) Com-

missioner (Alexander) Smith looking at me
and saying, ‘I don’t want to hear that it’s
Orange County’s road. I want to hear what
we’re going to do.” So, we have two agree-
ments in place with different developers to
help us take care of that problem.”

Richmond explained that city staff
worked with Orange county on several oc-
casions trying to get them to help the city
fix some of their roads because such roads
have been under the county’s jurisdiction
and are expensive to fix. Because county
representatives declined to assist, city staff
had to undertake such projects by partner-
ing with developers, Richmond said.

Ocoee-Apopka Road

The first road the City Council vot-
ed to approve from county to city trans-
fer was Ocoee-Apopka Road, the portion
south of Keene Road to about Alston Bay
Boulevard, where it turns into four lanes.
From Harmon Road up to 13th Street, the
city had originally planned on going all the
way up to Hawthorne Avenue.

Richmond explained there have been
stormwater issues between Hawthorne
and 13th Street, and that was why the city
didn’t take the road before.

The county has committed to fixing
that, but I haven’t seen it yet,” Richmond
said.

A new traffic signal will go up at

See ROADS Page 3A
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Hayden Valley Street to Areca Palm Drive.
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This map is presented as Exhibit A for the interlocal agreement between the City
and Orange County regarding the transfer of jurisdiction of Binion Road from

Apopka Museum celebrates 55th anniversary with event

Among those who celebrated the Apopka Museum’s 55th anniversary on Saturday, June 22, at the
museum are (| to r) Nick Nesta, Apopka city commissioner; Diane Velazquez, Apopka city commis-
sioner; Maribel Brinkle, Apopka Historical Society president; Betsy Townsend, Apopka Historical
Society librarian; Trudy Weiss, Apopka Historical Society secretary; and Mayor Bryan Nelson.

City Council to conduct
FY25 budget workshops

&
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Museum cele-
brated its 55th anniversary with
its “55 & Still Alive!” celebration
on Saturday, June 22, with food
and refreshments, a tour of the
museum and remarks from com-
munity leaders.

During her remarks to guests
at the event, Maribel Brinkle,
president of the Apopka Histori-
cal Society, explained that a “mu
seum isn’t just a repository of
dusty artifacts. It’s the beating
heart of a community reminding
us where we came from and in-
spiring us to build a future worthy
of those who came before.”

She said that the museum
and the society’s mission doesn’t
end at 55 years, but that the mse-
um and the society “have a re-
sponsibility, a passion to pass this
torch of knowledge to the next
generation.”

Brinkle credits the museum’s
members and supporters for its
strength and advised “as we look
to the future, we must acknowl-

edge the ever-evolving landscape
of history.”

“Imagine a future where arti-
ficial intelligence isn’t just a tech-
nological marvel, but an integral
part of our museum experience.
Imagine AI exhibits, interactive
and informative, that can guide
visitors, answer questions, and
even record our town’s ongoing
story,” Brinkle continued.

“That, my friends, is the ul-
timate goal we strive for — an ex-
pansion that embraces the future
while cherishing the past. Let’s
ensure our children and their chil-
dren have a place to discover the
magic and lessons of the past. It’s
a vision we can achieve together,
one that secures our museum’s
legacy for generations to come.”

The city has been explor-
ing options for the museum that’s
outgrowing its space.

“Obviously we need to get
this building renovated and add
a room; that would be an awe-
some undertaking,” said Mayor

See MUSEUM Page 7A

The Apopka City
Council will conduct its
budget workshops next
month, reviewing all of the
city departments’ finances
for fiscal year 2025.

All  workshops  will
be live streamed on the
city’s YouTube channel (@
Cityof ApopkaFL) from the
Apopka City Hall Council
Chambers on the following
dates and times:

*Budget Workshop
No. 1 on Monday, July 8,
at 5 p.m. with Communi-
ty Development, Econom-
ic Development, Parks &
Recreation, and Adminis-
tration

*Budget Workshop
No. 2 on Tuesday, July 9,
2024 at 5:45 p.m. (follow-
ing the Apopka Planning
Commission) with Infor-
mation Technology and
Public Services

*Budget Workshop
No. 3 on Wednesday, July
10, at 5 p.m. with Police
and Fire

*Special Council
meeting to approve and
set proposed fiscal year
2024-25 millage rate on
Wednesday, July 10, at 7
p.m.

Visit  the Agenda
page at apopka.gov to learn
more about these meetings.

Many wildlife species, like this Great blue heron as photographed on Fri-
day, June 21, can be seen at Apopka Wildlife Drive, located on the North
Shore of Lake Apopka. The drive is free and open to the public each Friday
through Sunday and federal holidays. The entrance gate to the 11-mile, one-
way drive is located at 2850 Lust Road, Apopka, and opens at 7 a.m. and
closes at 3 p.m. The exit gate on Jones Avenue in Zellwood closes at 5 p.m.
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Apopka Event of the Week

July 4 Independence Day celebration
sponsored by the City of Apopka will be
at the Apopka Amphitheater, Northwest
Recreation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway, from 6-9 p.m. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event will have live music, local
craft vendors, delicious food and refresh-
ing drinks. Fireworks will end the evening
beginning at approximately 9 p.m.

The Apopka Chief

June 28, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

“What we found was a fully func-
tional, highly organized international
human trafficking operation” based in
Hillsborough and Manatee counties,
said FDLE SAC Mark Brutnell.

Florida’s AG Moody and
FDLE on need for new strike team

on human trafficking
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Strike Team in Florida mobilized
to combat human trafficking

The Center Square —

A new multi-agency human
trafficking strike team has been cre-
ated in Florida to target border-re-
lated crime. As the result of a recent
months-long operation, 10 victims
were rescued, and several alleged
perpetrators were arrested.

Attorney General Ashley
Moody announced the creation of
the new strike team with law en-
forcement leaders on Thursday.

“Human trafficking is a chal-
lenge for every state,” AG Moody
said, “because, under this president,
we have absolutely no enforcement
at the southwest border. People are
... giving monies to transnation-
al criminal organizations to bring
them straight into this country; then
they find themselves at the mercy of
the same organization.

“Because we have our own
government pushing as many peo-
ple as they can into the interior,” en-
forcing the law “falls on the shoul-
ders of these folks standing behind
me to make sure that we are rescu-
ing those that are being taken ad-
vantage of,” she said.

The investigation began in Oc-
tober 2023 in Manatee County after
the sheriff’s office acted on a search
warrant and turned over informa-
tion to Homeland Security Investi-
gations and the strike team, FDLE
Special Agent in Charge Mark
Brutnell said.

Investigators identified busi-
nesses that were commercial fronts
for sex trafficking operations in
Manatee and Hillsborough coun-
ties, where alleged ringleader Lina
Payne recruited women from Co-
lumbia and allegedly held them
hostage in Florida. She then alleg-
edly forced them to have sex to pay
off their debt to bring them into the
country under threat of violence.

“What we found was a fully
functional, highly organized inter-
national human trafficking opera-
tion” based in Hillsborough and
Manatee counties, Brutnell said.
Payne was allegedly making fre-
quent international trips to Latin
American countries where the vic-
tims were living and were later traf-

ficked through the border into Flor-
ida, he said.

The victims had no accessible
modes of transportation, their iden-
tification documents were taken
from them, their food was delivered
to them, they were forced to live in-
side massage parlors, barber shops
and other businesses, where they
could not leave, he said.

Payne’s alleged accomplic-
es, her boyfriend, Sebastian Ju-
rado, and her son, Andres Payne,
were involved in recruiting women
from Venezuela and Colombia who
agreed to pay between $40,000 and
$50,000 to be smuggled across the
southwest border into the U.S., ac-
cording to the investigation. Lina
Payne allegedly promised them le-
gitimate work, but once they ar-
rived, they were held hostage.

At one point during the investi-
gation, it appeared Lina Payne was
attempting to flee the country and
was arrested at the Fort Lauderdale
International Airport. Not soon af-
ter, her boyfriend and son were ar-
rested in Tampa. Another alleged
trafficker remains at large. Each
defendant faces multiple felony
charges and is being prosecuted by
AG Moody’s Office of Statewide
Prosecution.

Through the course of the in-
vestigation, the strike team rescued
10 victims. They also believe they
identified more than 117 victims of
Payne’s trafficking operation over
years.

Pasco County Sheriff Chris
Nocco said the victims “were
brought here to Florida and had
no idea what hell they were be-
ing brought into. We’re talking
about human lives. If someone was
drowning, we’d go out and save
them. These are people who are lost
out at sea, in hell, living in captivi-
ty. We are going to rescue them.”

While he said he was glad they
caught the traffickers, he said,
“there are a lot of evil people who
pay to have forced sex, rape, with
these women.”

One way to break the cycle

See TRAFFICKING Page 6A
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Solving homeless problem is difficult

Many of my articles
are types of book reports
or information related to
my research. This column
on homelessness will be
an example of this. I re-
cently met Martha Are of
the Homeless Services
Network (HSN) of Cen-
tral Florida to discuss ideas
of how to open a shelter
in the Apopka area with a
large tranche of federal dol-
lars the county received as
mitigation dollars for re-
cent hurricanes. I will share
some statistics from her or-
ganization and an insight-
ful review of an article en-
titled, “A Tale of Two Tent
Cities; the Critical Role of
Housing Engagement in
Addressing Homeless En-
campments,” published in
the Georgetown Journal on
Poverty Law and Policy
from Spring of 2023.

The Homeless Servic-

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

es Network leads Central
Florida’s efforts to house
people experiencing home-
lessness and to help them
remain housed. They run a
centralized intake system
through the region and help
draw down millions of dol-
lars in federal funding for
homeless housing. They
partner with dozens of non-
profit agencies and local
government partners to co-
ordinate outreach, emer-
gency shelters, transitional
housing, and other resourc-
es. Martha is assisting me

with the shelter grant op-
portunity. It will be chal-
lenging, and I ask for your
prayers for success.

In 2023, the HSN
launched an $8 .4 mil-
lion initiative to help pre-
vent and end homelessness
among | to 24-year-olds.
The effort included hous-
ing, educational support,
career training, and men-
tal and physical health care.
They also coordinated shel-
ter and transportation dur-
ing freeze warnings and
distributed cooling sup-
plies during summer heat.
Ninety-nine percent of their
funding goes to help people
get stabilized housing.

Many of you have
been reading about a bill
in the legislature to force
municipalities without any
funding to create homeless

See MOORE Page 6A

Working for new schools pays off

Last week I shared
the great news that I have
been reelected, without op-
position, as School Board
Member for District 7.
When I started my cam-
paign for reelection in Feb-
ruary, I took some time to
look back at what had been
accomplished over the last
six years as well as look
forward to what still needs
to be done. I'd like to share
some of these thoughts
with you, as well.

My tenure on the
school board began with
a very clear mandate from
our community in Apop-

Orange County School
Board, District 7

S

Melissa Byrd

ka: do something about the
overcrowded Wolf Lake
Schools.

I held several town
hall meetings around my
district soon after getting
elected, and the one I held

in Apopka was full of com-
munity members who were
beyond frustrated with

the massively overcrowd-
ed elementary and middle
school.

They each had very
large numbers of portables
on campus, traffic was a
nightmare, and there was
not a relief school in sight
until 2026. This was 2018.

So, I immediately
got to work meeting with
different departments in
OCPS and learning every-
thing I could about how

See BYRD Page 6A

This Week In God’s Word

In their hearts humans plan their course,
but the Lord establishes their steps.
Proverbs 16:9

I's about what you have
and can do, not what you
don't have or cannot do.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An }
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

The lottery was sold as a good idea to raise funding for education

“Throw another log
on the fire!” As the house
burns down around him,
the man hollers at his wife
to feed the fireplace.

Ilook around our
house (The United States
of America) and I see tur-

For the last fifty years,
there has been a coordi-
nated effort to tear down
the traditional western way
of life with an emphasis
on families. When Lyndon
Johnson set his great soci-
ety into action, he encour-

a4
/

moil, indecision, and a fire-

Tke Hayden

aged the breakdown of the

storm of political deceit-
fulness that tends to erode
our moral, ethical, Judean-
Christian foundation upon
which our Constitutional
Republic stands. We have
replaced Jesus Christ with
drag queens that boast of
their ungodly lifestyle in

our K-12 classrooms. We
will not allow the Bible to
be read or even allowed in
some of our school librar-
ies, and yet our children
can read books teaching
how Johnny can become
Jenny, and visa-versa.

family, for one purpose: to
create dependence on the
state to provide all the ne-
cessities of life by pass-

ing legislation like welfare
laws that required fathers to
be out of the house in order
to be eligible for benefits.
Laws, such as no-fault di-

vorce, normalization of in-
fidelity, promotion of pro-
miscuity, and legalization
of drugs have been demor-
alizing, and devastating to
our kids, and families.
Our society is totter-
ing on the brink of demise.
Now we have a bill that
would allow Marijuana to
become a legal, adult-only,
recreational drug that will
be severely restricted, reg-
ulated, and the one thing
that lights up everybody’s
thinking cap is that it will
bring in billions for our
schools, our local govern-

ment, and all that money
will benefit everyone!
Does anyone remem-
ber the toll promise? After
the tolls collected would
pay off the cost of turn-
pike construction, the tolls
would go away. Remember
how much money would
be given to the schools and
our educational system if
we would just allow the lot-
tery in Florida? The mon-
ey has been given, but for
every dollar donated, that
much would be withheld
by the counties, from the
percentage that had been

budgeted for education by
the county government for
other pet projects.

Now we have “ordi-
nary” people appearing
on TV to persuade us that
allowing Marijuana is a
“freedom” thing and will
allow users to be free from
persecution by the law. (By
the way, I do not agree that
someone who must take a
hit in the morning to face
the day is ordinary.)

When are we go-
ing to come to our senses

See HAYDEN Page 6A



The Apopka Chief, June 28, 2024, Page 3A

Roads: Transfers were needed so city could
upgrade infrastructures to accommodate traffic

Continued from page 1A

Marden Road, and a traf-
fic signal at Keene Road is
under design. The Marden
Road signal was done un-
der Orange County’s per-
mitting and review, took
two extra years and cost be-
tween $400,000-$600,000,
Richmond explained.

“We all use the same
standards. It’s just things
always come up with Or-
ange County. They keep
changing their mind about
what they want. Too many
spoons in the pot, in my
opinion. If we just had the
road, we would just go out
there and do it to our stan-
dards, Orange County stan-
dards and DOT (Depart-
ment of Transportation)
standards,” Richmond said.

Ocoee-Apopka Road,
from south of Keene Road
to 13th Street will be wid-
ened to four lanes. New
signals will be installed at
Keene Road, Boy Scout
Road, and Marden Road. A
condition of taking owner-
ship of this road is that the

county will mill and resur-
face the existing four-lane
segment between Alston
Bay Boulevard and Har-
mon Road, according to the
staff report.

Also, the county will
give the city a 14.6-acre
parcel located at 1102
Ocoee-Apopka Road where
AdventHealth would like to
partner with the city and po-
tentially other civic groups,
to develop a park, accord-
ing to the same staff report.

Binion Road

Binion Road from Are-
ca Palm Drive to Hayden
Valley Street (south of Har-
mon Road to north of Lust
Road) is a segment that has
been heavily impacted by
new developments in the
City.

Central Florida Ex-
pressway and the city of
Apopka have partnered to
install a new half-inter-
change at Boy Scout Road.
Because of the complexity
of the project, it was decid-
ed that limiting the project
coordination and permitting

to one agency, the city, is
beneficial to the project to
keep the schedule and costs
under control. The coun-
ty supports the interchange
project and the city’s acqui-
sition of the road.

To better regulate traf-
fic and make it safer, the
city is designing round-
abouts at Harmon Road and
Lust Road, in its plans for
that area.

Golden Gem Road
Having discussed
Golden Gem Road several
times at City Council meet-
ings, Richmond announced
that the city came to an
agreement with Orange
County regarding Gold-

en Gem Road: the coun-
ty would take the south-
ern half of it, and the city
would take ownership and
upgrade the northern half,
the more expensive por-
tion. Golden Gem Road’s
northern half runs from
Capital Reef Way to Kel-
ly Park Road. According
to Richmond, it would take
$13 million to bring all of
Golden Gem Road up to
city standard.

“The county is com-
fortable with us taking the
northern half, which is ac-
tually the most expensive
half. That’s already under
design. We’re probably at
60 percent and we actually
do have the funding through

the Kelly Park (Road) Pio-
neering Agreement to get
that piece done. There will
be a signal at Golden Gem
and Kelly Park,” Richmond
said.

Orange County has
invited the city to partner
with them in the North-
west Orange County Area
Wide Transportation Net-
work  Study, Richmond
said, adding that the coun-
ty won’t make any roadway
improvements in the Apop-
ka area until the study is
complete, which could take
about one year. Roadway
improvements from that
study may not be seen for
two to three years.

R REGAL

Fri., June 28, 2024 thru
Sun., June 30, 2024

3D SHOWINGS

INSIDE OUT 2 (PG) 5:00;
10:00

HORIZON: AN AMERICAN
SAGA CHAPTER 1 (R) 10:10A;
2:10; 6:10; 10:10
INSIDE OUT 2 (PG) 10:20A;
11:00A; 11:50A; 12:50; 1:30;
2:30; 3:20; 4:00; 6:30; 7:20;
9:10
A QUIET PLACE: DAY ONE
(PG-13) 10:30A; 11:30A; 1:10;
2:20; 4:10; 5:10; 6:00; 7:00;
8:00; 9:00; 9:50; 10:40
BAD BOYS: RIDE OR DIE (R)
10:40A; 1:40; 4:30; 7:30; 10:20
KINGDOM OF THE PLANET
OF THE APES (PG-13) 12:10;
3:30; 6:50; 10:30

Early Bird and Tuesday Value

Day prices now require a Regal

Crown Club card.
Early Bird: $8 plus tax. Value
Day: $6.50 plus tax.

VALUE DAYS
TUES. ONLY $6.50
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)
WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com
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Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens v Titer Testing
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
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Get Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

In Print. Online. On the Go.

Your Local News. Your Way!

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris © 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

.\Wakh us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! /‘

NOn

www.workplacescreening.com

IEEVANS
[ROOFING|
'NEW ROOF & REPAIRS

407.295.4944

RSR
Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

l.icnnsnd & lnsuml
State Certified

Emergencv Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

Staying connected is
easier than ever...

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News

Lawn Maintenance
Pressure Washing
Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

Weather & Traffic ﬂta’ Gr 0”"” Mﬂ"’tﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report
ChurC.h News * Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
and so much more B eepmmer s ’ CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
.. www.talthworkstotaiground.com P ”
Get Your E-editlon VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Call or Subscribe Online!

The Apopka Chiet

Your Trusted Local News Source

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com

. .
The Best Compliment

You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses
and organizations.

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121

LET THE PROS [ egf,
HANDLE IT"

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Foliage Sertoma &%
Club of Apopka SEECSMA
(407) 832-2627 "Susssaant

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

y

Say “NO” to Cleaning

Out Your Gutters

20% - 10%

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

@ ++ We offer financing that fits your budget!
@ CALL TODAY FORA

FREE INSPECTION! 1 '866'549'651 8

+See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL
(BC056678, 1A (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, N
13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI G(-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNWB22JZ, WV WV056912.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka

Office Supply) would like to thank the generous

Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
sight or hearing for so MANY.

:> BFE
EXT.GENERATION gutt
fiard on your home!

4

N PR 1 I G000 0000000006
FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION — SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-866-549-6518
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hdtependence Duy

Coletrating Freedom, Community,

arndl e American Spirit!

1776 was the birth of a great nation

The Declaration of Inde-
pendence is a formal docu-
ment that served as the sig-
natory colonies’ statement
that they were now “free
and independent States.”
It is a vital document in
American history.

On July 1, 1776, dele-
gates from the original 13
colonies, making up the

Second Continental Con-
gress, met in Philadelphia
to vote on Richard Henry
Lee's motion for indepen-
dence. After some deliber-
ation, ultimately 12 of the
13 delegates voted in fa-
vor. In recognition of those
12 delegates, here are 12
facts regarding the Decla-

Continued on page 5A

Let Freedom Ring and
. Patriotism Soar High.
Celebrating our - ———
Independence

Since 1776 the American flag { [ A e -
has been more than just cloth - . -
and ink. It is a symbol that
stands for life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. It’s
the history of our nation, and
marked by the blood of those
who fought and died for our
freedom.

Happy Independence Day!

Since the signing of the Constitution of
the United States, we continue to stand for
liberty, freedom, and prosperity.
These are worth remembering.

J& K

e 5 ?'  Automotive
Club of Apopk -
o0 EP S | T 407-880-3530
. Semoran Blvd. Apopka

For more information, visit FoliageSertoma.org www.JandKautomotiveinc.com St. Reg.

)
#MV05682
K '. .' *

- July 4th is an important milestone
in American history and serves
as areminder of the principles
of freedom, liberty, and self-
governance that our nation was
- - built upon.

Bahia Shyviners
3101 E. Semoran .,
Apopka, FL 32703 f
407-660-8811

% F\ourth of July is a day of immense
significance for Americans, a time when
! we celebrate the spirit of independence

and the birth of our great nation. As we

N\ ! gather with friends and family, let us
Vo - .

\ ) ;remember the sacrifices made by our

/// forefathers. And may these Fourth

Y / \of ]uly\messages serve as heartfelt

N - . .
expressions honoring what our
forefathers sacrificed

" Celebration ~ _ | and stood for.

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Avenue
Apopka, FL 32712 « 407-886-2777
theapopkachief.com
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Wishing You a Day
Filled with Joy,
Freedom, and Pride in
the Great Nation our
Forefathers fought for.

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

6505 W. Jones Ave. | Zellwood, FL 32798
407-889-8042 | www.shelleysseptictanks.com

HEADLINER

DAVID J

JULY 4, 2024
6 PM TO 9 PM
APOPKA AMPHITHEATER

e LIVE MUSIC
KIDS ACTIVITIES
FIREWORKS
LOCAL VENDORS
AND MORE!

‘W THANK YOU TO OUR BATH
SPONSORS FITTER

WWW.APOPKA.GOV/[JULYFOURTH

~ - This July 4th, let us not forget that the
~ .

- *— freedoms we enjoy came at a great cost

S to those that served and sacrificed.

Land of the Free VFW Post 10147

Always seeking new members. Call for information.

& Home of the Brave 407-880-8266 - 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka, FL 32703
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ration of Independence.

1. The drafted document was of-
ficially adopted on July 4, 1776, two
days after freedom from Britain was
approved. However, most delegates
signed the document on August 2,
1776, while others signed on a later
date. John Dickinson and Robert R.
Livingston never signed the Declara-
tion of Independence.

2. John Dunlap was the official
printer of Congress at the time. He
worked all night and into the morn-
ing of July 5 to produce the large, sin-
gle-sided sheet, known as a broad-
side. About 200 copies of Dunlap’s
broadside were made.

3. The University of Virginia owns
two copies of a rare early printing
of the Declaration. It is on display in
the Albert and Shirley Small Special
Collections Library. It is believed the
copy once belonged to George Wash-
ington.

4. Benjamin Franklin, George
Read, Roger Sherman, Robert Mor-
ris, George Clymer, and James Wilson
signed both the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the U.S. Constitution.

5. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution were hid-

den at Fort Knox during World War I,
two weeks after Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked.

6. Despite what the movie “Na-
tional Treasure” will have one be-
lieve, the message on the back of the
document is visible and reads “Origi-
nal Declaration of Independence dat-
ed 4th July 1776."

7. Richard Stockton, a lawyer from
New Jersey, was a signer of the Dec-
laration who later recanted his sup-
port of the American revolution. He
subsequently swore his allegiance to
King George Ill after being captured
by the British.

8. In 1989, an original Dunlap
Broadside was found hidden behind
a picture a Philadelphia man bought
at a flea market for $4. It later sold
for $8.1 million. Ultimately, 26 cop-
ies of the original prints have been
found.

9. The United States celebrates In-
dependence Day on July 4th, even
though independence was accepted
on July 2nd.

10. Early on, not everyonein Amer-
ica was supportive of the Declaration
of Independence. Partisan politics
led to discord. Federalist John Adams
was feuding with Republicans and

Thomas Jefferson. The anniversary
date of the signing was not widely
celebrated until the Federalists were
no longer involved in politics.

11. The one-year anniversary of
Independence Day and the celebra-
tion of the adoption of the Declara-
tion of Independence slipped the
minds of Congress in 1777. When
they remembered it was July 3rd,
they planned a last-minute celebra-
tion on July 4th, and each year there-
after.

12. John Trumbull’s painting “Dec-
laration of Independence,” which
was made into a lithograph replica by
Ralph Trembly, hangs in the Rotunda
of the U.S. Capitol. It is a fictional de-
piction of the five-man drafting com-
mittee presenting their draft to Con-
gress, and not the signing.

The painting shows 42 of the 56
signees, since Trumbull couldn’t get
likenesses of all involved. The men
featured in the painting were nev-
er all in the room at the same time
during the Declaration’s debate and
signing.

The Declaration of Independence
is a key document in American histo-
ry, and its words are celebrated each
Independence Day.

From your friends at
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Celebrate this Independence Day by upgrading to a
Natural Gas Grill. Natural Gas grills have no ashes to
clean and you'll never have to refill a tank.

Efficient, reliable natural gas always ready for your

backyard party!

Call 407.656.2734 or
visit www.LANGD.org
to get started.

Natural gas can enhance your home in ways
that may surprise you. Give us a call today
at 407-656-2734 ext. 307 or email us at
marketing@langd.org for further details.

GET REBATES
BACK WITH
NATURAL GAS
APPLIANCES.

Water Heater (tank/tankless)
Furnace

Range and/or Clothes Dryer
Grill, Firelogs and/or Firepit

SWITH REPLACE
to Natural Gas  Old Gas Appliances

$300 $100
$300 $300
$100
$ 50

$100
$ 50
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Trafficking: Strike Team is necessary Byrd: K8 school is great example

Continued from page 2A

of sex trafficking was to enhance
criminal penalties “against people
who are buying and forcing sex on
and raping women.” Another is to
create a civil penalty to enable vic-
tims “to easily sue” their abusers,
he said. “If we take away the live-
lihoods of the people buying and
forcing sex on victims, take their
houses, cars, ... it will set a tone.
Just like everything else we do in
Florida, we will protect people.”
AG Moody said, “Biden’s bor-

der crisis is emboldening transna-
tional criminal organizations, and

as aresult, we are seeing horrific

human trafficking cases right here
in Florida. The disturbing facts of
this case highlight the need for our

new statewide Strike Team, and

demonstrate how this expert team
of investigators, prosecutors, ana-

lysts, and victims’ advocates can

help coordinate efforts to take down

trafficking operations and rescue
victims.”

See TRAFFICKING Page 7A

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE 1is hereby given pursuant to Secs.
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Section 2.4.7.B, that Jose Chaves
has made application relating to the following described property.

(@),
Land Development Code, Article IT,

163.3184 and 166.041

ORDINANCE NO. 3052
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
FUTURE LAND USE FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO RVLS (RESIDENTIAL VERY

LOW SUBURBAN) , FOR CERTAIN REAL

PROPERTY LOCATED 1400 W KELLY

PARK ROAD; OWNED BY MICHAEL GENTLES COMPRISING 5.06 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.

and

ORDINANCE NO. 3053
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE

ZONING FROM T (TRANSITION) TO
FAMILY ESTATE),

RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-

FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 1400 W

KELLY PARK ROAD; OWNED BY MICHAEL GENTLES COMPRISING 5.06

ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

L

|
.

.

FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,
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Parcel Identification Number (s) :
Contains: 5.06 +/- Acres

17-20-28-0000-00-008

(3)

Part III,

Continued from page 2A

schools were planned and
built within the district. I
asked community members
to write letters and worked
with the city council to also
advocate with me.

In 2019, six months af-
ter my election, I was hap-
py to announce that there
would be a relief school
opening in 2022, not 2026.
Best of all, I asked the dis-
trict to make it a K8 school
so it could relieve both
schools.

In 2022, Kelly Park
School opened well un-
der capacity and has been
a crown jewel of our com-
munity since its opening,
even earning an “A” grade
from the state its first year.
am very pleased to say that
all the portables have now
been moved off of the Wolf
Lake campuses.

Then the pandemic
hit. I can honestly say that
is not something I ever ex-

pected to experience as a
school board member, nor
do I ever want to again. It
was an extremely challeng-
ing time made more dif-
ficult by the high level of
emotions of everyone in-
volved. Our meetings went
on for hours as the public
shared their thoughts over
re-opening, masks, online
learning and testing re-
quirements.

Making those deci-
sions during that time was
among the most difficult
things I had to do in my life
as I had so many things to
consider. Not just educa-
tion decisions, but I had to
worry about the health and
safety of our students, staff
and the larger community
as a whole.

We made it through
and have spent the past few
years continuing to recu-
perate from that time. Our
students and schools are
finally starting to bounce
back. Our recent gradu-

ates started high school in a
half-virtual, half-in-person
setting. Next year’s gradu-
ates will be the first class
since before the pandem-

ic to have a normal high
school experience.

There were other posi-
tives like fulfilling a prom-
ise to the community to see
the adult education center
open across from Wheatley
Elementary School. That
project took several hits
during my first few years
in office, but I’'m pleased
to say the Orange Techni-
cal College-Apopka Cam-
pus opened this past year.
The campus is currently of-
fering English classes and
GED classes and is serving
a large number of students.

I’m also very proud to
have assisted Wekiva High
School in attaining magnet
status of the Wekiva Culi-
nary Magnet Program. In
the three short years that

See BYRD Page 7A

Moore: 3 choices for homeless camps

Continued from page 2A

camps. This “book report™
will discuss this method of
dealing with homeless per-
sons and make recommen-
dations for more productive
strategies.

“Local governments
have essentially three
choices in responding to
the presence of homeless
encampments.”

1. They can adopt a
law enforcement approach
forcing individuals to move
their camps on pain of ar-
rest for trespassing.

This method does not
solve the problem of people
without homes, and a re-
cent court decision limits
the ability of government
to pursue it unless there is
adequate space in a shel-
ter. We have read about this
in the case of Altamonte
Springs.

2. A municipality can
adopt an “out of sight, out
of mind” approach des-
ignating a specified area
where homeless individu-
als are permitted to camp.

The article delineates sev-
eral examples of this from
Gainesville. The camps can
be a petri dish for crime,
drug abuse, sexual abuse,
and more.

The cost of law en-
forcement daily trips to
referee are also substan-
tial. This is the process the
legislature is currently pro-
posing.

3. The third approach
is a housing engagement
approach designed to get
people out of homelessness
and into housing. It sub-
stantially reduces the hid-
den costs of tent cities, en-
campments, and promotes
a pro-social, well-regulat-
ed environment. However,
it takes a truly organized
commitment from local
government.

If I can find the time
to write more about the
Gainesville camps exam-
ples, I will. I currently be-
lieve we need to fund the
capital costs for a shelter
replete with the HSN man-
agement systems, and re-
quire the three new ap-

proved affordable hous-
ing projects in northwest
Orange County to take a
number of these homeless
individuals into rentals. If
we begin to take in more
than our fair share of these
families from nearby coun-
ties and jurisdictions, we
can always resort to choice
number one: the police or
sheriff taking them back to
their jurisdiction.

I do believe we can
manage to find some af-
fordable housing options.
Most of the homeless have
some sort of funding, albe-
it Medicaid, Medicare, or
Disability.

I’m terribly concerned
when we see one-third of
the homeless in our area
being women with young
children. The cost of do-
ing nothing is too great and
with the state legislature
knocking at our door of es-
tablishing “camps,” build-
ing a shelter and finding
housing options sure seems
superior.

I would love to hear
your thoughts.

Hayden: Do not legalize marijuana

Continued from page 2A

and say, “STOP.” Why do

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,

Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, July 9, 2024 beginning at 5:00 P.M., or

120 E. Main Street,

we need to offer more and
more ways to stupefy our-
selves and become slaves

as soon thereafter as possible.

to whatever the next high
is? Remember the restric-

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number

3052 and 3053 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,

August 7, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be inspected

tions placed on alcohol,
tobacco, vaping, and other
forms of adult usage drugs?
How well did those restric-
tions work out? Those re-
strictions are as useless as

at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka

City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
City Hall address shown below.
law,
matter,
ensure that a verbatim record is made,
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act

(ADR),

and 4:
Please be advised that, under State
if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
which record includes the

teats on a boar hog! We
have multitudes of young
people using all those so-
called “adults only” forms
of detachment from “life’s
burdens.” Those “life’s

30 p.m.

persons

with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these

proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main

Street, Apopka FL 407-703-1704, no less than 48

32703, Telephone:

hours prior to the proceeding.

June 28,
Publish: The Apopka Chief

Apopka City Council

Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

burdens” are not a life sen-
tence, but a guide into the
future by learning from
them.

We (sounds more like

176872 me than you) need to stop

this idiotic notion that al-
lowing more freedom to
enslave ourselves only
makes the government
bolder, and more capable
to bring us to our knees and
cry out “Master, save us!”
I have seen a lot of pot-
induced actions that have
turned out terrible. I have
seen people that could not
function without a shot of
booze to bolster their ego.
I have known people who
are not ready for a social
conversation until that first
long drag on a cigarette, or
a vape to calm their nerves.
All of these are life-altering
substances, and they should
not be allowed to be pro-
moted by others by calling
it “freedom”.

These drugs do not set
you free; they encapsulate
you into subservience, and

isolate you from the rest of
the world.

I know what I am talk-
ing about. I am an alcohol-
ic, and I went through the
DTs (Delirium Tremens) on
what the doctors and nurs-
es thought was my death
bed after a terrible industri-
al accident. I know we will
never be able to eradicate
all the things that are detri-
mental to our lives and our
children’s lives.

I find no fault in some-
one having a glass of wine,
or a highball, if they can
handle it. They have that
freedom to indulge. Same
goes for smoking, or vap-
ing outside, preferably
downwind. That is their
free choice, but with Mari-
juana, do we really want to
throw another log on the
fire!??

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news- BfFes [+

paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri- ¥
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.

Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winnin;

community weekly newspaper and a member of the gFlorida Press

Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,,
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-

ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

City Hall 407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .....ccouueweeeeeessseneen 407-703-1701
City Administrator. 407-703-1649
City Clerk ... 407-703-1704

407-703-1712
407-703-1738
407-703-1725

Community Devel.
Code Enforcement
Finance Dept...........

Fire (NON-€MErg.)....cceeerereeecessssssses 407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......cwweessssns 407-703-1741
Police Chief 407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) .......ccccceeesssee 407-703-1771
Job Line 407-703-1743
Solid Waste CollecCt......ummmmrree 407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731
Utility Billing..oeeeeeeesseeeeeeeeessseennene 407-703-1727
Medical, fire emMergency.......eeeesssnens 91

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Orange County
Telephone Numbers
Animal Services.....een. 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ..eeeeeeeeeseees 850-617-2000
Building Dept....ccoueeveeeeenns 407-836-8550
County Mayor..... 407-836-7370
County Commission ... 407-836-7350
County Attorney ... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor.......... 407-836-2070
Fire/RESCUE ....ovvvvvvvvennnrrrrrssess 407-836-3111
Solid Waste 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............ 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ....wweeererresssssns 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser.............. 407-836-5044

Sheriff Administrative........ 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.......407-836-4357
ULIlITIES covvrrsrvvveerrrsnnsnnnsssssssssss 407-836-5515
All other departments........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.

www.orangecountyfl.net

Other Area
Numbers of Note

U.S. Senators

Rick Scott (Rep.) wuccuvwvvvrreesssssssssss 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....eeeesssssses 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative

Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives

Doug Bankson ... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ........cccce. unknown
State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine MOOT€ ....cccooveerrereccerses 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment....... 407-317-3233

Bus routes.....cccou. 407-317-3800
Superintendent.... 407-317-3200
School Board......sssessssnnees 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous

The Apopka Chief.............evvvvrereee 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans.......407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce....... 407-886-1441
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Museum: ‘This is what we have to show our children,” says Velazquez

Continued from page 1A

Bryan Nelson. “We tried a cou-
ple of times to get some grants,
but haven’t come up with one yet.
Hopefully we’ll get a grant that’ll
help us to build that dream.”

The Apopka Museum re-
flects its community’s history that
continues to grow because more
people are added to the founda-
tion already set by older genera-

Diane Velazquez.

“Even though we have older
Apopkans who have set the foun-
dation for every new family that
has come here including myself.
We are added to this foundation,
so I'm very proud to be a part of
that,” she said. “This is what we
have to show our children. This
is their home and this is their
foundation, and we have to keep
growing with it.”

Museum history

In May 1968, the Apopka
Historical Society was conceived
by a group of women from the
Apopka Woman’s Club Histori-
cal Committee to organize a local
historical group. This occurred
after Pioneer Day was held in the
fall of 1967 in connection with
the Central Florida Fall Festival.

The society members took
three months to apply to the state

nonprofit. Then it took three years
to open Apopka’s first museum.
The beginning artifacts collection
was donated by Edward Minor,
who collected the beginning arti-
facts exhibit.

The first museum occupied
three rooms on the second floor of
this building, City Hall, in 1971.

Since its inception, as the
museum continued to outgrow its
space, it moved to various ven-

the Carroll Building, the former
school site where the current City
Hall is located, the Apopka an-
nex, joining the water, informa-
tion technology and the finance
departments; and finally, to the
current location of the log cabin
building located at 122 E. Fifth
St., across the street from City
Hall and behind the current util-
ity building.

tions, said City Commissioner

to file incorporation papers as a

Trafficking: 20 cases being helped

Continued from page 6A

40 victims —including the 10 vic-

tims from this investigation, Moody

The new strike team is provid-
ing intelligence, guidance and sup-
port to law enforcement agencies
statewide and is also coordinating
emergency victim support services.
The team works directly with Flori-
da’s new statewide human traffick-
ing tip line, 855-FLA-SAFE.

It’s currently assisting local
law enforcement efforts with more

said.

Also joining Moody in mak-
ing the announcement were Flor-
ida Department of Law Enforce-
ment Commissioner Mark Glass,
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Colonel Chris Rule, Manatee
County Sheriff’s Office Major Todd
Shears and Homeland Security In-
vestigations Tampa Special Agent

ues within the city. The sites were

Byrd: Pathways needed for growth

Continued from page 6A

the program has been a
magnet, it has received nu-
merous state and national
awards and continues to
be a beacon of success in
OCPS.

Some other highlights
include initiating the re-
placement and installa-
tion of new baseball/soft-
ball field lights in all high
schools in OCPS, collabo-
rating on the Read Around

our community reading
over 2 million minutes this
past year and funding over
$70.,000 in teacher grants
for classroom supplies.

In the next four years,
I will continue to foster my
relationships with devel-
opers, the city commission
and OCPS facility plan-
ning department to closely
monitor the coming growth
to our area as it relates to
our schools. As of now, we
have advanced four new

cade building plans to re-
lieve future growth.

I am also working on
some new programs and
opportunities that will pro-
vide additional pathways
for our high school students
after graduation.

Yes, it’s been a busy
six years, but it has also
been so rewarding to watch
our community schools
thrive, and I cannot wait to
see what the next four years
will bring!

than 20 human trafficking cases

in Charge John Condon.

and making contact with nearly

Your Guide to Local Businesses

the City program that saw

Graceworx Community Church will be
highlighting religious liberty June 29

Graceworx Com-
munity Church, like
many congregations
throughout the United
States, sees in the sec-
ular festivities surround-
ing Independence Day
a natural springboard
for reflecting also on the
spiritual blessings we
enjoy as a nation—the
greatest of which, many
would argue, is religious
liberty.

Yet religious liberty
isn’t readily achieved,;
it isn’t easily protected
and preserved, nor is it
always fully understood.

For example, the Pil-
grims, who came via the
Mayflower to Massachu-
setts in 1620, sought a
safe haven where they
could live and worship
according to their own
beliefs. But their com-
mitment to religious lib-
erty was extremely lim-
ited.

They wanted reli-
gious liberty for them-
selves. But dissenters
were subjected to civil
punishments just as se-
vere as the Pilgrims had
faced back in England.

In what became the
Massachusetts Bay Col-
ony, religion and civil
government to a great
degree merged. The
church played a ma-
jor role in establishing
all rules and laws, and
the government played
a major role in enforc-
ing them. The results
weren’t pretty. People
were publicly shamed
for religious infractions,
locked in stocks and
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Graceworx Community Church conducts an hour-long worship service at
11:30 a.m. each Saturday morning in the sanctuary of St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church, 9913 Bear Lake Road, Apopka, FL 32703. The public is invited. For
more information, phone 321-228-4599; email graceworxcc @gmail.com.

even flogged. And don't
forget the Salem witch
trials. Certain aspects of
Puritan history make for
bleak reading.

But that began to
slowly change with
the arrival of a Puritan
preacher named Roger
Williams, a man of deep
conviction, indomitable
courage and great in-
sight. Williams began
preaching that govern-
ment and religion should
be separate.

His views so raised
the ire of both religious
and government leaders
that he was excommu-
nicated from the church
and banished from the
colony. But instead of
being silenced, he be-
came all the more vo-
calin his call for true reli-
gious liberty.

Some 150+ years
later, most of the ratifi-
ers of the United States
Constitution were com-

mitted to Roger Wil-
liams’s perspective con-
cerning religious liberty.

Article VI of our Con-
stitution guarantees that
“no religious Test shall
ever be required as a
Qualification to any Of-
fice or Public Trust . ...”
And the very first words
of the First Amendment
in the Bill of Rights,
which was added not
long after the Constitu-
tion’s ratification, says:
“Congress shall make
no law respecting the
establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.”

In other words, Con-
gress will not make laws
that pick winners and
losers among our na-
tion’s various faith tradi-
tions and denominations
within those traditions.
And barring truly com-
pelling reasons, Con-
gress will let people live
out whatever religious

beliefs they hold.
Religious liberty de-
serves to be celebrated
along with all our other
outpourings of gratitude
on Independence Day.

Upcoming at
Graceworx
June 29. In a ser-

mon titled “What Reli-
gious Liberty Is and Is
Not,” Pastor Jim Cof-
fin will take a nuanced
look at how our nation’s
founders viewed reli-
gious liberty, as well as
how their vision is cur-
rently in jeopardy.

July 6. Pastor Jim
Coffin’s sermon will fo-
cus on Luke chapter 4
as part of an extended
sermon series on the
Gospel of Luke, which
will run every Saturday
for most of the balance
of 2024.

Advertisement

schools in the coming de-

GraceworH

_| Community Church

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM
: 3,; 1vestream'

Lental
@rﬁu COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
PV call Now For An Yl 407-886-1611

3 45 CLEANING

Schedule Your Next
i Cleaning and Save! |

Iyaiid for new patients only. Subject fo exam by doctor. I
1Does notinclude periodontal gum disease freatment. Not I
» 110 be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please I
pshare with your family and friends. Expires 7/31/24. 1

New Patients Welcome! o _ _ _ — o o o o e e o o = = a

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

MALTBY’,S

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Tree Trimming & Removal §
+ Landscape Installation

+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866

JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Ouner & Insured

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

* 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.

¢ 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

¢ 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy
Errol Estate entrance)

* Ace Meat & Grocery,
439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.

* Apopka Chief rack,
400 N. Park Ave.

* Apopka High School

* Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 &
Lake Cortez Dr.

* Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave.
(across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)

* CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436

* Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 &
Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies?

* Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &
Roger Williams Rd.
* Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
* Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
¢ Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
* Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd
(Plymouth)
* Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
store by mail boxes)
* CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av
& Hwy 441
* Discount Beverage & Smoke
(Across from Checkers, Highway 441
¢ Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at
corner of Apopka Blvd.
e Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
S.Park  Avenue

* Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd &
Kelly Park Rd
¢ Circle K #1288, Welch Rd &
Wekiva Springs Rd.
¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,
2691 Highway 441
* Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
* Crosby’s Motor Inn,
Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
*Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
* Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
* McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441
(next to Burger K)
* Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave.
* Perkins Restaurant
Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

¢ Plymouth Post Office,
Plymouth/Sorrento Rd

* Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)

o Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)

* Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &
Welch Rd.

e Sam’s Discount, Overland &
Apopka Blvd.

¢ Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.

* Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 &
Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.

* Trader Maes, Rock Springs Rd

* UPS Store (The), Rock Springs
& Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave
and Hwy 441

* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka

www.theapopkachief.com ¢ Ph: 407-886-2777  Fax: 407-889-4121 ¢ email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com =

* Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

* Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
(beside Lowe’s)

¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)

* Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441

¢ Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262
Robinson St.

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!
Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com




The Apopka Chief, June 28, 2024, Page 8A

Gas district reviewing $300K offer of judgment for lawsuit

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Lake Apopka Nat-
ural Gas District (LANGD)
is reviewing a $300,000 of-
fer of judgment — the dis-
trict’s maximum liability —
in a lawsuit filed over a gas
fire explosion that caused
a mother of three severe
burns and resulted in her
death one week later.

The LANGD Board of
Directors scheduled a Fri-
day, July 5, shade meeting
(non-public) to discuss the
matter. The district was giv-
en a final response deadline
of Monday, July 8.

The July 5 meeting will
open at 10 a.m. as a special
public board meeting, then
go into the shade meeting
to discuss the litigation and
later come out to conclude

the public board meeting.
The meeting will take place
at the main office, 1320
Winter Garden Vineland
Road, Winter Garden.
“With reference to this
particular offer of judg-
ment, I do not see how it
would benefit the district in
any way, shape or form be-
cause it’s the maximum lia-
bility that we would have,”
LANGD attorney Carole
Barise told the Board of Di-
rectors during the Monday,
June 23 meeting at the main

office. “We don’t believe
we have any responsibility
or any liability for this par-
ticular event.”

To accept the $300,000
would be an admission of
liability and therefore set a
precedent for potential law-
suits, Barice explained.

Mikeanesha  Moore,
her husband Raven R. Fon-
dia and their three minor
children filed the lawsuit in
Orange County on March
8. The lawsuit was seeking
a jurisdictional amount of

$75,000 for filing in circuit
court, exclusive of costs
and interest, with full ex-
tent of the plaintiffs’ mone-
tary damages undetermined
at that time.

The lawsuit named as
co-defendants SPT WAH
Woodhill, the owner of
Woodhill Apartments in
Orlando, where the family
lived at the time; Highmark
Residential, the apartment
building’s property man-
ager; and LANGD, which
owns, operates and main-

tains natural gas distribu-
tion services in various
municipalities in the state.
LANGD’s member munici-
palities are Apopka, Winter
Garden and Clermont, and
have representatives from
each city sit on the Board
of Directors.

According to the law-
suit, at Woodhill Apart-
ments on the morning of
March 1, Moore was “cat-
astrophically burned by a

See LAWSUIT Page 13A

Local service
& great rates

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

Call me for a quote today ° commu ﬂlty
ot LET US GUIDE YOU
. centers
& StateFarm’ ' O « HEALTH
i?er;ﬁn Yeager @ Pediatrics OB/GYN : E/lREé)l\l/IC/:Aﬁ\_FSN
49 E 3rd St Ste A % Family Medicine (/\Q Dental : SEE#E)AE_NT
ARopia, FESZIOSTA245 (%) Intemal Medicine [ Pharmacy e LIFE

Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
- 00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

MEET YOUR Local
Hearing Care
PROVIDER

Glnd find duck Yow
wol VJM' (L WM WW-()

We’ve Moved!

Save now with

0%
OFF’

Your First Application

1 GZt the most
out of your lawn
this spring.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525

Visit our new location in Apopka, now open to the public!

Call today and make a reservation for your customized
hearing solution while spots are still available!

407.358.7045

\-\'ll.l.a P
3 @ENTQQL Apopka « 200 N Park Ave, Ste B

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or 4 ELOQIDQ LEESburg * 1 108 W D|X|e Ave U IGY

PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services andfor products may vary by geography. ot r,{/.'({ {1 rf/l”*j;ff,’j Amy Davis Au D CERTIFIE I_'-‘

Mot to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer

responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BEB accredited since 07/01/2012, ©2024
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

CentralFloridaAudiology.com

INFORMATION
YOU CAN USE

TO KEEP IN

TOUCH:

Website:
theapopkachief.com
E-mail:
news@
theapopkachief.com

9>
ROMCM & IRISH EATERY I
g ‘ I a ) | P4 ALS & i |
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

LOTES

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight
Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Every Tues., is Karaoke with
Krazy James @7pm
Wed., Music Bingo with

ads@
theapopkachief.com

Phone:
407-886-2777
Fax:
407-889-4121
400 N. Park Ave.,,
Apopka, FL 32712

Chuck & Bettina @ 7pm
Thurs., Date Night Dinners
(1 price for 2) Texas Hold’em
with Steve @ 6:30pm
Fri., Celtic Super Band

“Mcintyre” @ 7

pm

Sat., Benefit “For Alex” 3pm to
Midnight Multiple Music Acts:

Mclintyre, Safia

Valines,lead singer from
Johnnie & Moondogs, and
many more! Plus Karaoke.

29, 3p.m. til midnight |

lair has been diagnosed with arare |
sarcoma Cancer, and is finally under |
Jude’s Children’s Hospital. His medi- |-
climbed in the past two years, and |
ho is part of our family, needs all of |
journey is still ongoing ... So, we are |-
ernoon and night of Live Music, Ka-
draws, Gift Basket draws, Wine Spe-
ecials, and more! All proceeds to the
pal is $10,000 ... Cash donations are
ack our facebook page for more info
... Hope to see you here, my friends.

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM

1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka

407-703-8195

f @




The Apopka Chief, June 28, 2024, Page 9A

Local support needed for grant proposal to
provide cooling shirts for outside workers

Editor:

Temperatures are set-
ting records in 2023 and
2024 . Having worked out-
side in construction and
agriculture from childhood
through adulthood I cannot
fathom how workers can do
it now, especially adding in
the humidity.

Construction work-
ers, landscapers, yard care
workers, nursery work-
ers, grove and farm work-
ers and other employees are
subject to working all day
in direct sun or superheat-
ed and humid locations, or
freezing conditions in the
winter. Some employers

are willing to accommodate
the cooling and heating
needs of their employees.

I presented Jeannie
Economos, Adam Fiallos,
and Dominique O’Connor
of the Farmworker Asso-
ciation of Florida, Inc. a
grant proposal to provide
cooling shirts for members
with outside jobs. The as-
sociation now holds ‘Heat
Stress Trainings’ to reduce
heat stress and stay safe in
their various jobs after re-
search with Emory Univer-
sity. I discovered that thir-
ty-six workers died in Flor-
ida during outdoor work
from heat from 2010-20.*

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

Know what's belove

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

ﬁ) Lake Apopka

timmma NQtUral Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

I suffered from heat
while walking on truss-
es doing roof work in the
1970s, and it was a lot cool-
er back then. The concrete
floor below looked very
hard from up there!

The type of cooling
shirts being donated have
minerals embedded in the
fabric reducing the body
temperature in the heat and
have UPF 50 sun block (99
percent cancer proof).

The Ask

Would you or your or-
ganization help the Farm-
worker Association of Flor-
ida, Inc. provide cooling
(or warming) shirts to out-

side workers this year or on
an ongoing basis? Think of
a one-time donation or reg-
ular donations. The Field-
Sheer shirts start at $21,
with hoods and gaiters $28,
or skull caps are $15.

City of Apopka Com-
missioner Diane Velazquez
is the first donor from her
commissioner’s discretion-
ary funds. How about you?

Farmworker Associa-
tion of Florida, Inc. EIN
59-2683978 1-407-886-
5151 1264 Apopka Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 USA
FloridaFarmworkers.org

DrO,
Apopkan

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you
and your family to join us

Evenlg service:
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 - www.wshcapopka.org

Mon - Fri.
8AM - 5:30PM
407-489-5060

nicksacandheat.com

00 0000 0000000000000 0000000000000000-000

*For detailed information regarding the summer system check please call
our office. Trip charges may apply if further than 14 miles from company
location. Trip charge amount will depend on distance. New clients only,

must mention ad to receive discount.
Expires Thursday, July 4th 2024. CAC1817219

tssential Eye Care
& Optical

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing
extra precautionary measures within our practice to
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via caI or text.

OUR SERVICES

Glasses & Contact Lenses, Dry Eye Evaluation,

Comprehensive @
Glaucoma/Macular Degeneration Care,
Eye Health Exams Diabetic Eye Exams/Red Eye Clinic

20% OFF

Glasses

Expires 7/31/24.

Great Frame
Selection

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, S;ite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) * Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

Book online: www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Send us Your News ¢ Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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& IRISH EATERY
m&mmeg,

@ “Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.v

Uit

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight
Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Specla‘ “ nlerlamment_

= Every Tues. is Karaoke with Krazy James @7pm
= Wed., Music Bingo with Chuck & Bettina @ 7pm
~ Thurs, Date Night Dinners (1 price for 2)
Texas Hold’em with Steve @ 6:30pm
Fri., Celtic Super Band “McIntyre” @ 7pm
S ., Benefit“For Alex” 3pm to Midnight (see ad on page 8A)
Multiple Music Acts: Mclntyre, Safia Valines, lead singer from
Johnnie & Moondogs, and many more! Plus Karaoke.

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka

407-703-8195
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Please support our local businesses.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e Our sauces are made fresh daily
e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
e Only the finest ingredients are used

Claf: fe P@étno

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 * 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS
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Summer Like You Mean It With

PERFECTIC

™ The world’s most tender, flavorful

steaks, extra-aged to perfection.
¥ The juiciest air-chilled chicken,
. 1]
tastiest pork, and so much more. -’i
™ Every bite is a 100% guaranteed
gourmet experience you'll crave.

All-Time Grilling Faves

GOl Butcher's Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
/W\ Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
GUARANTEE Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)
Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

75432SVL separately $234-93 99 9
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

8 FREE BURGERS (A 523 VALUE)

o\ Alyays. Ja
AWERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHES

OMAHA STEAKS

=

ORDER NOW! » OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 0z. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432.

Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for
sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24. | 24M6132 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

W=D DdAD

The Crossword Puzzle is found on page 4B
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When cooking, if the recipe says ‘Southern’, you know it must be tasty

| have been
reading a “new”
book (from
AbeBooks, of
course, my “go-
to” place for any
book | want oth-
erthan digital)...
The Southern
Slow Cooker by Kendra Bailey Morris,
Copyright 2013.

The author says, regarding meat,
“Turn it to Low, and cook it Slow! | can
think of no better function for the slow
cooker than for cooking beef, pork, or
chicken. Steady, low and slow heat
over many hours does wonders for
tough cuts of beef or pork, and it can
tenderize a whole chicken until it is fall-
ing off the bone. Slow cooking breaks
down the tough collagen while still pre-
serving the moisture in the meat.

“Preparing meals in the slow cook-
er allows the home cook to easily cre-
ate dishes using various cuts of beef,
pork, or chicken that cost significantly
less per pound than their quick-grilling
counterparts. Most likely, there will be
plenty of leftovers for lunch the next
day. Slow cooking tough cuts of meat
takes time, often lots of it, so many
of the recipes are ideal for overnight
cooking or while you’re at work.”

My first recipe from this book is
Frito Pie with Chili con Carne. Kend-
ra says, “It's hard to go wrong when
you combine homemade chili, onions,
and cheddar cheese with addictively
crunchy Fritos corn chips.” She goes
on to say, “One theory argues that the
first Frito pie was created by Frito-Lay
founder Elmer Doolin’s mother in Tex-
as, but New Mexico also stakes claim
to the first Frito and bean combo as
originating from a lunch counter in
Santa Fe.”

The next recipe from The Southern
Slow Cooker is Shrimp Creole. Kend-
ra Bailey Morris says, “Louisiana Cre-
ole cooking has a diverse array of in-
fluences, which includes the influence
of European settlers who came to New
Orleans, specifically those from Spain,
France, and Germany. Today, Creole
cooking is an amalgamation of various
cultures and culinary styles.”

This particular slow-cooker version
of Shrimp Creole involves simmering
the sauce for up to 8 hours and add-
ing the shrimp at the very end so they

don’t overcook. Serve this spicy Creole
dish over steamed rice garnished with
green onions.

Emily Meggett in Gullah Geeche
Home Cooking says you can usual-
ly find good broccoli year-round. Her
Broccoli with Cheese Sauce looks
wonderful.

Molasses Popcorn Balls from The
Original Country Cookbook should be
a lot of fun for both kids and grown
folks.

FRITO PIE WITH CHILI CON CARNE
Recipe from
The Southern Slow Cooker by
Kendra Bailey Morris
1 teaspoon bacon grease or
vegetable oil
2 pounds extra-lean ground beef
4 cloves garlic, minced
3 tablespoons chili powder
1-1/2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon dried oregano,
preferably Mexican
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
(optional)
2 (8-ounce) cans tomato sauce
1 (10-ounce) can diced tomatoes
with green chiles (such as Rotel
brand) with its juice
2 (14-ounce) cans kidney beans,
rinsed and drained
For serving:
8 ounces sharp cheddar cheese,
grated
1/2 cup minced sweet onion
Sliced pickled jalapenos
Sour cream
Large (14-ounce) bag Fritos brand
corn chips, or 8 (1- or 2-ounce)
individual serving-size bags
1) Spray the inside of the slow
cooker with cooking spray. 2) Heat
a large skillet or cast-iron pan on the
stovetop over medium-high heat and
add the bacon grease. Crumble in the
ground beef and cook until the meat
is no longer pink, about 5 minutes.
Add the garlic and cook for another
minute. 3) Pour the beef mixture into
the slow cooker and add the tomato
sauce, tomatoes and chiles, and kid-
ney beans. Stir well. Cover and cook
on low for at least 8 hours and up to
9 hours. 4) To serve, spread the chips
in a 9 by 13-inch casserole dish or di-

vide among eight smaller bowls. Pour
in the chili, then top with the cheddar
cheese, sweet onion, jalapenos, and
sour cream and serve. Alternatively,
cut open eight individual serving size
bags of chips, divide the chili and top-
pings evenly among the bags, and eat
straight from the bags with a fork.

SHRIMP CREOLE
Recipe from
The Southern Slow Cooker by
Kendra Bailey Morris
1 tablespoon unsalted butter
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
1 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped celery
4 small cloves garlic, minced
1 (16-ounce) can diced tomatoes
with its juice
1 (8-ounce) can tomato sauce
1/4 teaspoon dried thyme
1 teaspoon sugar
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon chili powder
1/4teaspoon salt, plus more to taste
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper, or
more to taste
2 bay leaves
1/2 cup diced green bell pepper
1 pound medium-size shrimp,
peeled and deveined
Salt and black pepper
Steamed long-grain rice, for serving
Minced chives or green onions, for
garnish
Hot sauce, for serving
1) Spray the inside of the slow
cooker with cooking spray. 2) Heat the
butter and olive oil in a cast-iron pan
over medium-high heat. Add the on-
ion and celery and sauté for 3 to 4 min-
utes, or until translucent. Add the garlic
and sauté for another minute. Transfer
the onion, celery, and garlic to the slow
cooker and add the tomatoes, tomato
sauce, thyme, sugar, Worcestershire
sauce, chili powder, salt, cayenne, and
bay leaves. Cover and cook on low for
at least 6 hours and up to 8 hours. 3)
One hour before serving, add the bell
pepper and continue to cook on low. Fi-
nally, during the last 10 minutes, add
the shrimp and cook until they are pink
and slightly curled (be careful not to
overcook). Season with salt and pep-
per. Remove the bay leaf and spoon
over rice. Garnish with a sprinkling of
fresh chives. Serve with hot sauce on
the side.

EMILY MEGGETT’S BROCCOLI
WITH CHEESE SAUCE
Recipe from
Gullah Geechee Home Cooking by
Emily Meggett
3 stalks broccoli, or 1 pound frozen

broccoli
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 cup milk, whole or 2-percent
1/2 cup grated cheddar cheese,
mild, medium or sharp

Pinch of salt
Paprika

Wash the broccoli and cut into flo-
rets. In an 8-quart pot, bring 4 quarts
water to a boil over high heat. Once
boiling, add the broccoli, and cook for
3 minutes. Drain and set the brocco-
li aside. Make the cheese sauce in a
2-quart saucepan, melt the butter over
low heat. Be very careful not to burn
the butter. Once the butter is melted,
stir in the flour, then slowly pour in the
milk. Stir the mixture constantly un-
til it’s smooth and thickened. Add the
cheese and salt and stir until melted
and smooth. Pour the cheese sauce
over the broccoli and garnish with pa-
prika. Serve immediately.

MOLASSES POPCORN BALLS
Recipe from
Paragon Products, Inc.,

The Original Country Cookbook

3 quarts popped corn
(3/4 cup unpopped)

1 cup sugar
1/3 cup water
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup molasses
1/4 cup butter
3/4 teaspoon vanilla

Pop the corn, and set aside. Place
all of the ingredients, except vanilla, in
a saucepan and cook, stirring until sug-
ar is dissolved. Continue cooking with-
out stirring until syrup forms a brittle
ball in cold water (270 degrees). Add
vanilla and stir only enough to mix in
through hot syrup. Put popped corn in
a large bowl. Pour cooked syrup slow-
ly over popped corn and mix well. Wet
hands slightly and shape corn into
balls.

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at
www.theapopkachief.com/recipes
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ACHOOL IS OUT Traffic patterns
changed. Stormy weather comes
and goes! Be careful with your um-
brellas. And always watch out for
those pedestrians... and ducks.
DON'T TEXT WHILE DRIVING -
Please! YOU WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be five years old on or
before September 1 to start kinder-
garten. To enter first grade, a child
must be six years old on or before
September 1 and must have suc-
cessfully completed kindergarten
(Florida Statute 1003.21). Immuni-
zations must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start
Times for Elementary School & K-8:
8 a.m., Middle School: 9:30 a.m.,
High school: 7:10 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley
Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-703-
1784. On any given weekend, you
can see many, many families in
attendance at the beautiful com-
plex setting participating in various
organized sport programs, Ameni-
ties at the complex include: Soc-
cer Fields, Softball Fields, Baseball
Fields, Multi-Purpose Fields, Sand
Volleyball Courts, Outdoor Basket-
ball Courts, Tennis Courts, Walking
Trail, Amphitheater, Playground,
Concession Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete with
directional signs) (opened in 2015)
on Lake Apopka shores, by enter-
ing from Lust Road off Binion Road,
about a mile south of Camp Wewa
in the Plymouth area, for one-way
drive, 10 miles per hour, with pos-
sible wildlife spotting stops. DO
NOT FEED THE GATORS - IT MAY
CAUSE CLOSING OF THE TRAIL
If you are stopping, drive will take
more than 1 hour. Drive runs by ca-
nals used in muck-farming days. The
one-way drive exits on Jones Road
in Zellwood. You will see a fresh-
water marsh system and wildlife
dependent on that type of system.
The drive is open on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays and federal holi-
days and is controlled by the county.
Open during daylight hours only
(one hour after sunrise and one hour
before sunset). Official sunrise and
sunset hours can be found online.
The road is closed on other days due
to ongoing restoration work. The trail
is 11 miles long.

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park in
Apopka, Florida. It is located 20 min-
utes north of Orlando, off Interstate
4 at exit 94, near Altamonte Springs
and Longwood. The park also con-
tains the head water of the Wekiva
River. Address: 1800 Wekiwa Circle,
Apopka 32712, open from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. For information, call 407-884-
4311

FRAN CARLTON CENTER OPEN,

for seniors - senior activities at
Fran Carlton Center.
CALL 407-703-1642
FOR INFORMATION .

FRIDAY, JUNE 28

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRI-
DAYS at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest
Ave., at the Fran Carlton Center..
Call 407-703-1642 for information.

CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S Bay
St., Eustis, has Fellowship Friday
meetings. For complete details of
all chamber events, visit cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-chamber.
Contact: latrondra@cfchristian-
chamber.com

SATURDAY, JUNE 29

VFW POST 10147 continues to
have its fund raising breakfast on
the the third Saturday of the month,
from 8-10 a.m. at 519 S. Central Av-
enue. Cost is only $7.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 am.-1 p.m, 122 E. FIFTH
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by
Apopka Historical Society. Call 407-
703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30 p.m.,
The center is open on Saturdays to
the public, weather permitting. Call
407-461-1056 for information.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
MONDAY, JULY 1

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS 9-10
a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran Carl-
ton Center. Masks not required
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class.
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N
Forest Ave.Masks required. Tem-
perature taken. Pre-register. Call
407-703-1642 for info.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Epis-
copal Church of the Holy Spirit, 601
S. Highland Avenue. If you have a
problem with food — overeating, an-
orexia, bulimia — there is a solution
for you. For more information, visit
OA.org or call Carrie 781-867-1071.

TOASTMASTERS: Forest Lake
Church by Zoom. Time: 7 p.m,
Open to everyone interested. For
information, call 407-761-2943. Club
Number: 4899556, District 84, Area
D42. Orators of Excellence

TUESDAY, JULY 2
THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the

first and third Tuesday of each
month, beginning at 11:30-noon, at
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s in The Back Room,
1410 Rock Springs Rd., Apopka. In-
terested communitiy members are
encouraged to attend and get ac-
quainted. Meetings have resumed
on first and third Tuesdays. Masks
are encouraged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran
Carlton Center. Masks not required
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class.
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info

ART CLASS. 9:30-12 noon. Fran
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave.
Masks required. Temperature tak-
en. Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642
for info

\WEDNESDAY, JULY 3

,The Altamonte Springs / Apopka
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN
Wednesday and Saturday Mornings
from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to 10:00
a.m. for coffee and doughnuts.
(other hours by appointment only).
3rd Saturday of the month is VFW'’s
fundraising breakfast, Also, eve-
nings of Tribute music are planned.
Call 407-889-8266, or email info@
viwpost10147.com for information.
The VFW Aucxiliary has been formed
and is active as well. Don'’t forget to
visit its excellent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks not required
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class.
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11
a.m., Billie Dean Community Cen-
ter, 225 M.A. Board St., . Masks not
required while exercising, but are
when socializing before and after
class. Temperature taken on entry.
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for
info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets ev-
ery Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10 a.m. (or
as long as necessary) at City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka. Check
for the online version.

BRIDGE CLASS. 9:30-12 noon.
Fran Carlton Center, 11 N Forest
Ave.Masks required. Temperatures
taken. Pre-register. Call 407-703-
1642 for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-
profit organization, will help you
reach a weight goal with support
from friendly, caring members, edu-
cation, and rewards. Each Thursday
weigh-in begins at 9:00 a.m. — meet-
ing ends at 10:15 a.m.. Come to its

NEW location 220 W. Horatio Av-
enue, Maitland, FL 32751 to meet
with others who have a like-minded
goal to lose weight. No products, no
specific diet to follow, no meds. Call
407-580-0897 for more information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Saturday
9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E Fifth St. 407-
703-1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia
Shrine Center, 3101 E. Semoran
Blvd.. Doors open at 5 p.m., and
the early bird game starts at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 407-660-
8811.

TOASTMASTERS: still meeting ev-
ery WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m., by zoom. For more informa-
tion, call 407-765-2629 or visit www.
Apopkatoastmasters.com.

THURSDAY, JULY 4
INDEPENDENCE DAY
JULY 4, 1777

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks not required
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class.
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For
information, call 407-415-6588. Call
for updated information on meetings
and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays
from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E Fifth St.
Call 407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks not required
while exercising, but are when so-
cializing before and after class.
Temperature taken on entry. Pre-
register. Call 407-703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 4th - Apopka Amphitheater,
3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway, fea-
turing David J and Emily Henline,
two emerging young talents of
Nashville. This celebration is set for
Thursday, July 4, from 6-9 p.m., with
fireworks at 9 p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S.
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is open
Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each week
excluding holidays. For info, call
407-656-0559. . Must see.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are
public and will also be broadcast
on this shortened link: https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held
the first Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.,

and third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
120 E. Main St., Apopka. Subject
to change with notice. For info., call
City Clerk 407-703-1704. Agenda
and minutes of meeting can be
found online. Once posted, check for
any revisions by Tuesday at 5 p.m.
before the meeting

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the first Thursday of
each month, September through
May, at 9:45 a.m. at the Alonza Wil-
liam Park / Billie Dean Community
Center, 225 M.A. Board St., Apopka.
Contact:  apopkafgca@gmail.com-
NO MEETINGS JUNE-AUGUST.

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have
problems with your plants or lawn?
Let a Master Gardener help. Or-
ange County residents can bring
their questions and samples to UF/
IFAS Extension Master Gardener
volunteers at the UF/IFAS Mid-
Florida Research Education Center
(MREC), 2725 Binion Road, Apop-
ka, 32703; 9 a.m.-12 Tuesdays; 407-
254-9200. Questions and photos
can be emailed to orangecomgv@
ifas.ufl.edu. to be answered by Mas-
ter Gardeners. A free plant clinic for
commercial growers is open Tues-
days 1-4 p.m. at the same location.

KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS
now meeting MONTHLY on the
3rd Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Seacoast
Bank, 345 E Main Street, Apopka.
Contact 407-464-4606 for informa-
tion

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit at the
corner of Highland and 6th St,
Apopka, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., offer
to all who come a brown bag lunch.
In addition, men’s socks, flip flops,
stuffed animals, some clothing, chil-
dren’s books and pet food which is
donated by My Pet World, Apopka,
may be available. If interested in
volunteering, call Debbie at 407-
620-5081 for information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER’S CLUB, Monday, 7 p.m., on
Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni — Monthly
meetings (usually the 4th Monday
evening in a month during the school
year) are open to anyone. (Looking
for more information)

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay
to Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Ad-
mission is free. Contains displays
and information about Apopka’s
history, and has history books for
sale. Monthly meetings of Apopka
Historical Society are normally held
on a Sunday afternoon. For more
information, go to www.theapopka-

museum.com.
THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422
meets first and third Tuesdays of
month, 201 W. Orange. For more
information, call 407-886-1600 or
email apopkaelks@aol.com Bar
Bingo every Monday night at 7 p.m.
promptly.

GFWC APOPKA WOMAN'S CLUB,
meets at First United Methodist
Church, 201 N. Park Avenue. Call
407-880-2111 for more information.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING &
ZONING - usually the second Tues-
day of the month. 5:30 p.m. City
Council Chambers, City Hall, 120 E.
Main St., Apopka. All meetings open
to the public. Subject to change with
notice. For info., call David Moon,
407-703-1739.

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES:
Every Monday and Friday morning
at 9:15 am,, at the Lake County
Duplicate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key
Ave., Eustis. For more information,
call 352-315-9934 or visit lakedupli-
cate.com.

COMPUTER CLASSES in both
English and Spanish: Available daily
or weekly at OCLS North Orange
Branch.* Classes are: Computer Ba-
sics, Excel, Word Resume Writing,
Email for Seniors, ELLIS English Lab,
Word, Online Job Searches, Power
Point, Internet, Open Lab, How to
use a mouse and keyboard, etc. Call
OCLS North Orange Branch* for
more details.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,
click on volunteers. There are a
number of opportunities available at
the Restores. Call 407-696-5855 or
407-880-8881 to sign up for informa-
tion.

(OCLS) Orange County Public
Library North Orange Branch Ad-
dress: 1211 E. Semoran Boule-
vard, Apopka 436 (Semoran) and
Thompson Road. www.ocls.info. To
reserve a space, call 407-835-7323.
The library is now open again Mon-
Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.. and Sunday
afternoons

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 180 E. Main St., Apopka. For
more info, call 407-886-1441
COMMUNITY EVENTS
CALENDAR INFORMATION
Events, fund raisers,
and
non-profit organizations
info: fax 407-889-4121, or email
ads@theapopkachief.com
Subscribe to The Apopka Chief
E-Edition or Home Delivery
Call 407-886-2777 or
Visit www.theapopkachief.com
In County: $30 with E-edition, or
$25 for just postal delivery.
Out-of-County: $35 with E-Edition or
$30 for postal delivery
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Thorns and more grew from the
ground after Adam and Eve’s sin

1. Is the book of 2 Thes-
salonians (KJV) in the Old
or New Testament or nei-
ther?

2. From Song of Solo-
mon 8§, what is so power-
ful that many waters cannot
quench it? Hope, Love, Sal-
vation, Peace

3. Which book begins,

TRIVIA

by Wilson Casey

God cursed after Adam and
Eve’s sin? Vines, Ivy, This-
tles, Weeds

us? Jericho, Tarsus, Thessa-
lonica, Corinth

ANSWERS: 1) New,
2) Love, 3) Hebrews,
4) Thistles, 5) Conquerors,
6) Jericho

Sharpen your under-
standing of scripture with

&*Honor
7 Your

Loved
Ones

Call
407-886-2777

OBLEY

The history of Judeo
Christo-Islamic  religion
can be read as the story
of humanity’s struggle
with obedience. The early
Israelites worshipped the
“local gods” but were led
to worship Jehovah (or
Yahweh) through the in-
tercession of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.

The intervening

the will of God and be
saved; salvation is not
just for the Jews. Jesus
scolds the Jews for their
disobedience and rebel-
lion against God when he
says just prior to his trial
and death “Jerusalem, Je-
rusalem, you who kill the
prophets and stone those
sent to you, how often I
have longed to gather

shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

“God, who at sundry times 5. According to Paul, in  Wilson’s Casey’s latest tO ﬁnd Out years between the patri- your children together, as
and in divers manners hardships, Christians are book, “Test Your Bible archs of Isracl and the a hen gathers her chicks
spake in time past”? Philip- more than . Friends, Knowledge,” available in about our prophets was one long under her wings, and you
pians, Titus, Philemon, He-  Conquerors, Warriors, Inn-  bookstores and online. saga of disobedience fol- were not willing” (Luke
brews keepers deSIgned lowed by repentance and  13:34 NIV). We are told
4. Thorns and what else 6. From Luke 19, what (c) 2024 King Features brief periods of obedi- repeatedly, both in the
grew from the ground that town was home to Zacchae- Synd., Inc. Obltu aries and ence. The prophets keep Bible and the Koran, to
. . . coming to tell Israel to submit to God, to obey
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V]Slt his son in the person of from God by our disobe-
Jesus to bring his people dience.
LO OMIS F AMILY FUNER AL HOME s www.The back from perdition, Consider how you
. and indeed, Jesus’s mes- might better submit to
VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY ApOpkaChIEf.Com sage is a universal one. the will of God.
s LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM /Obituaries All mankind can obey — Christopher Simon
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When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.




AT HOME

Preamble to The
U.S. Constitution

“We the People of the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect Union, establish

Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide

for the common defense, promote the gener-

al Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Lib-

erty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain

and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.”

Got EVENTS?

PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777,
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

5. 40
5,35
5 30%

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/20/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Pleased visit www.fdic.gov or contact your fi-
nancial advisor for addistional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to
interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the p;rices of CDs and decrease. If CDs are sold prior to
maturity, the investory can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early
withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

%

APY*

%

APY*

Member SIPC

Financial Advisor

3316 E State Road 436
Apopka, FL 32703
407-389-0167

FDI-1867K-A

Kerry D. Luellen, CFP® www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

20+ years' of Primary
Care for Seniors

CALL TODAY TO SET UP ATOUR AND
RECEIVE A FREE GIFT (407) 349-8155

‘e, METRO
X

HEALTH OF APOPKA
Dedicated Primary Care for
701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL. 32703

Colin Watts, M.D.
Physician

Plus the Me du(m
Educational Center Julaine Beth Harding, RN.
Nurse Practitioner
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4 Selllng Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package
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A FOCUS ON SENIOR CITIZENS

ON THE GO

Federal holiday since 1941, Independence
Day celebrations are as old as the revolution

The Founding Fathers

The Fourth of July —
also known as Independ-
ence Day or July 4th—
has been a federal holi-
day in the United States
since 1941, but the tra-
dition of Independence
Day celebrations goes
back to the 18th century
and the American Revo-
lution.

On July 2nd, 1776,
the Continental Congress
voted in favor of inde-
pendence, and two days
later delegates from the
13 colonies adopted the
Declaration of Independ-
ence, a historic docu-
ment drafted by Thomas
Jefferson. From 1776 to
the present day, July 4th
has been celebrated as
the birth of American in-
dependence, with festiv-
ities ranging from fire-
works, parades and con-
certs to more casual fam-
ily gatherings and barbe-
cues. The Fourth of July
2024 is on Thursday,
July 4.

History of Independ-
ence Day

When the initial bat-
tles in the Revolutionary
War broke out in April
1775, few colonists de-
sired complete independ-
ence from Great Britain,
and those who did were
considered radical.

By the middle of the
following year, however,
many more colonists had
come to favor independ-
ence, thanks to growing
hostility against Britain
and the spread of revolu-
tionary sentiments such
as those expressed in
the bestselling pamphlet
“Common Sense,” pub-
lished by Thomas Paine
in early 1776.

On June 7, when the
Continental ~ Congress
met at the Pennsylvania
State House (later Inde-
pendence Hall) in Phila-
delphia, the Virginia del-
egate Richard Henry Lee
introduced a motion call-
ing for the colonies’ in-
dependence. A mid
heated debate, Congress
postponed the vote on

Now you can finally have all of the soothing
benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a
convenient refreshing shower while seated or
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!
« First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
« Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height
and pivots to offer a seated shower option
+ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
+ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included
at one low, affordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds—there
isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780
[ 4

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

SAFEWSTEP

VVALK-IN 1UB

1-855- 951 4780

Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not licable ith
or avoilablo wh supplis last. FINANCING
1 AVAILABLE
WITH APPROVED
CR

fer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Lee’s resolution, but ap-
pointed a five-man com-
mittee—including Tho-
mas Jefferson of Virgin-
ia, John Adams of Mas-
sachusetts, Roger Sher-
man of Connecticut,
Benjamin Franklin of
Pennsylvania and Rob-
ert R. Livingston of New
York—to draft a formal
statement justifying the
break with Great Britain.

Did you know? John
Adams believed that July
2nd was the correct date
on which to celebrate the
birth of American inde-
pendence, and would re-
portedly turn down invi-
tations to appear at July
4th events in protest. Ad-
ams and Thomas Jeffer-
son both died on July 4,
1826 —the 50th anniver-
sary of the adoption of
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

On July 2nd, the
Continental ~ Congress
voted in favor of Lee’s
resolution for independ-
ence in a near-unanimous
vote (the New York dele-
gation abstained, but lat-
er voted affirmatively).
On that day, John Adams
wrote to his wife Abigail
that July 2 “will be cel-
ebrated, by succeed-
ing Generations, as the
great anniversary Fes-
tival” and that the cel-
ebration should include
“Pomp and Parade...
Games, Sports, Guns,
Bells, Bonfires and Illu-
minations from one End
of this Continent to the
other.”

On July 4th, the
Continental ~ Congress
formally adopted the

Declaration of Independ-
ence, which had been
written largely by Jef-
ferson. Though the vote
for actual independence
took place on July 2nd,
from then on the 4th be-
came the day that was
celebrated as the birth of
American independence.
Early Fourth of July
Celebrations and Tra-
ditions

In the pre-Revolu-
tionary years, colonists

had held annual celebra-
tions of the king’s birth-
day, which traditionally
included the ringing of
bells, bonfires, proces-
sions and speechmaking.
By contrast, during the
summer of 1776 some
colonists celebrated the
birth of independence by
holding mock funerals
for King George III as a
way of symbolizing the
end of the monarchy’s
hold on America and the
triumph of liberty.

Festivities  includ-
ing concerts, bonfires,
parades and the firing
of cannons and mus-
kets usually accompa-
nied the first public read-
ings of the Declaration
of Independence, begin-
ning immediately after
its adoption. Philadel-
phia held the first annu-
al commemoration of in-
dependence on July 4,
1777, while Congress
was still occupied with
the ongoing war.

George Washington
issued double rations of
rum to all his soldiers
to mark the anniversa-
ry of independence in
1778, and in 1781, sev-
eral months before the
key American victory at
the Battle of Yorktown,
Massachusetts  became
the first state to make
July 4th an official state
holiday.

After the Revolu-
tionary War, Americans
continued to commemo-
rate Independence Day
every year, in celebra-
tions that allowed the
new nation’s emerging
political leaders to ad-
dress citizens and cre-
ate a feeling of unity.
By the last decade of
the 18th century, the two
major political parties—
the Federalist Party and
Democratic-Republi-
cans—that had arisen
began holding separate
Fourth of July celebra-
tions in many large cities
Fourth of July Fire-
works

The first fireworks
were used as early as 200

BC. The tradition of set-
ting off fireworks on the
4 of July began in Phila-
delphia on July 4, 1777,
during the first organized
celebration of Independ-
ence Day. Ship’s can-
non fired a 13-gun sa-
lute in honor of the 13
colonies. The Pennsyl-
vania Evening Post re-
ported: “at night there
was a grand exhibition
of fireworks (which be-
gan and concluded with
thirteen rockets) on the
Commons, and the city
was beautifully illumi-
nated.” That same night,
the Sons of Liberty set
off fireworks over Bos-
ton Common.

Fourth of July Becomes
a Federal Holiday

The tradition of pa-
triotic celebration be-
came even more wide-
spread after the War of
1812, in which the Unit-
ed States again faced
Great Britain. In 1870,
the U.S. Congress made
July 4th a federal holi-
day; in 1941, the provi-
sion was expanded to
grant a paid holiday to
all federal employees.

Over the years, the
political importance of
the holiday would de-
cline, but Independence
Day remained an impor-
tant national holiday and
a symbol of patriotism.

Falling in mid-sum-
mer, the Fourth of July
has since the late 19th
century become a major
focus of leisure activities
and a common occasion
for family get-togeth-
ers, often involving fire-
works and outdoor bar-
becues.

The most common
symbol of the holiday is
the American flag, and a
common musical accom-
paniment is “The Star-
Spangled Banner,” the
national anthem of the
United States.

https://www.
history.com/topics/
holidays/july-4th
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I1t’s more than just cremation;

it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.
Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME

HIGHLAND MEMORY

GARDENS

We Make It Personal.”

3329 East Semoran Blvd.

Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com
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Lawsuit: Mother of 3 died one week after gas line explosion

Continued from page 8A

gas fire explosion ... (and)
suffered horrifically painful
3rd and 4th degree burns on
over 40 percent of her body
causing her to be placed in
hospital critical care, im-

mobilized and unable to
speak. Mikeanesha Moore
will require multiple sur-
geries for the next several
years of her life for the cat-
astrophic burns caused by
the gas explosion.

“During the investiga-
tion of the aforementioned
gas explosion, the local fire
department and agents of
the Defendants immediate-
ly noticed an uncapped and
unplugged gas line in the
laundry room of the Plain-
tiffs” apartment. It has been
determined that the explo-
sion started in the laundry
room as a result of gas leak-
ing from this illegally un-
plugged and uncapped gas
line which had remained

hazardous since the Plain-
tiffs began their lease.”

Moore died on March
9, over one week after the
explosion occurred. Fondia
submitted an amended law-
suit on April 2 as a wrong-
ful death suit.

According to Rich-
ard Troutman, represent-
ing the family’s attorney
from Troutman Law Firm
in Winter Park, many peo-
ple had called the firm say-
ing their gas lines were not

plugged in.

“Our theory of liabil-
ity is that from the record
we’ve seen and reviewed,
there are records that show
they (LANGD) were noti-
fied over the years of gas
smells,” Troutman said.
“We feel they had a duty
when they got that call, to
go into these apartments
and see if anything was
leaking. We’ve learned
that when tenants removed
the dryers from their apart-

ments, the custom was not
to put a cap on the gas line.
If they were accidentally
turned on, the gas would
leak, and that’s what hap-
pened in this case. We feel
that this particular defen-
dant had a duty to not just
look outside the building,
but to go inside the building
also and see that there were
many unplugged gas lines.”

The $300,000 of-
fer of judgment is only for
LANGD and does not in-

clude the other two co-de-
fendants, Troutman said.

“This isn’t about the
money. We want people
who live in apartments to
be safe, and the gas com-
pany should have same en-
thusiasm when they go in-
side to look around and
see what the cause is, and
when there’s an uncapped
gas line, to cap it,” Trout-
man said.

SEAVER,
THE MAILMAN
IS AT THE
DOOR!

NAPPING.

STOP BY

Park Avenue Animal Hospitals notes summer
petsafety shouldinclude tick andflea protectwn

Summer is a fun
time for exploring and
planning outdoor ac-
tivities with your four-
legged friends. Walks
on the beach, hikes in
the woods, and playing
in dog parks are always

,\)»

ot A7OPi | |
‘ ARK AVENUE

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

Park Avenue Ammal Hospital is conveniently located at 847 N. Park Avenue
(Rock Springs Road) in Apopka. Call today at 407-880-9446 to schedule an
appointment or visit them online at www.parkavenuevets.com. Pictured above

lots of fun. Unfortunate-
ly, for humans and pets
alike, spending most of

TODAY!

407-880-9446

WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

the summer days out-
side can have a frustrat-
ing downside: tick bites
and fleas.

Now that the warmer
weather is here, it's im-
portant to mention flea
and tick prevention. It's
a common misconcep-
tion that fleas and ticks
only live in the woods.
They can live anywhere
—including in your back-
yard and in your home.
Fleas and ticks don’t
just cause your pet dis-
comfort through bites,
they can also lead to
serious diseases. The
cost of prevention is al-
ways less than the cost
of treatment, so make
sure your pet is protect-
ed.

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

* On-Site X-Ray Lab
* Most Insurance Accepted
* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM

ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

Email: ads@theapopkachief.com
or call 407-886-2777
to find out about our
Business Profile program or
Visit www.theapopkachief.com

Flea and tick pre-
ventatives are simple,
convenient, and effec-
tive at killing parasites
that are attracted to
your pet. These preven-
tatives should be ad-
ministered  year-round
starting at 8 weeks of
age. Although ticks and
fleas tend to show up
in the warmer months
when more time is
spent outdoors, larvae
and adults can hide out
in a multitude of places,
such as other animals,
bushes, and shrubbery,
as well as in flooring,
carpets, and sofas in

y : y I your home.
Helping you is our business! I ik chocke”
part of vour rou-

Save on Windows & Doors!

Buy One, Get One

40}

OFF

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months'

Minimum purchase of 4 - interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call by August 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

® 877-345-6770

Take an Extra

%1000

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE'

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

|||||

"DETAILS OF OFFER: Ofr epits 8/31/2024. Not vaidvth ther ofers o pror purchases. By on (1) window or enty/ptio door, et one (1) window orenty/ patio oor 40% off,and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, o ntrest when you
(@)or 5/1/2024 and 8/31/2024. Additional $100 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you pt 31/2024.40¢ d
are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional pem)d but a\l interest is wawed if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the pmmol\anal pennd
Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and financial regard to color,religi sender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of
asingle unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the senvice area. See your local Renewal by Andersen \uca(mn fmde(a\ls oA Lmense cmmosom. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License

#198571. WAL BM.WAL FL License #CGC1527613.All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all
other d d their respe . © 2024 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved. RBA13669 *Using U.S. and imported parts.

are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. Turgai, Dr. Nelson and Dr. Munoz.

tine. When you set-
tle down with your pet,
pay close attention. If
you spot a tick, remove
it right away with a pair
of fine-tipped tweezers.
Grasp the tick as close
to the skin as possible
and pull directly out-
ward with steady force.
Don't forget to disinfect
the bite area thoroughly
after tick removal.

Your pet may not
show symptoms of be-
ing bitten by a tick or
flea right away. In most
cases, you will not ac-
tually see a tick or flea
unless your pet has an
allergic reaction to the
bite(s). Only a blood
test can confirm an ill-
ness was transmitted by
a tick or flea.

Park Avenue Ani-
mal Hospital has been
providing a wide vari-
ety of services to keep
your furry, four-legged
friends in the best of
health since 2008. With
cutting-edge technology
and the bedside man-
ner of a small-town doc-
tor, they’re equipped to
handle almost any ail-
ment your pet may face.

While dogs and
cats are the most popu-
lar choice for most pet
owners, the doctors at
Park Avenue Animal
Hosbital have a special

place in their hearts for
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 75
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have
gone well beyond stan-
dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of
animal care to include
reptiles, rabbits, fer-
rets, birds, guinea pigs,
and more. Whether it’s
an annual checkup or a
critical emergency, they
are prepared to handle
any situation.

Fully equipped with
diagnostic and surgical
tools to meet practically
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital
can provide reasonably
priced medical and sur-
gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-
ting designed to take
the stress out of visiting

your vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional

and behavioral advice
are just some of the
services provided by
the doctors and staff in
a beautiful office that is
as comfortable as your
own home.

With Park Avenue
Animal Hospital’s con-
venient location at 847

N. Park Avenue (Rock
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka, affordable help for
all your pets is readily
available!

Whether dog or
cat, ferret or chinchilla,
gecko or bearded drag-
on, parakeet, or macaw
(even the occasional
hawk or owl!), at Park
Avenue Animal Hos-
pital, the goal remains
unchanged: to provide
affordable  healthcare
for pets without sacrific-
ing quality medical care,
and to provide consis-
tent, reliable information
for pet owners to help
them make the best
decisions for their pets’
health.

You'll find that the
staff at Park Avenue
Animal Hospital think
of their clients and the
people of Apopka as
part of their family. They
are proud of their com-
munity and strive to
make sure that every-
one feels welcome in
their clinic.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule
an appointment or visit
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

LET USTELL
YOUR BUSINESS

STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about
our Business Profile program.
Visit www.theapopkachief.com
Helping you is our business!




Do you need to receive
or send a FAX?

If so, you can use our fax:
407-889-4121*

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka,
FL 32712 - 407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

3.9%0 arr
for 66 months
flex buy

+$500

Retail Bonus Cash
on XL, XLT, STX,
& Lariat trims

+ $1,000

2024 F-150 Trade Assist

on XLT trim

Savingsinclude retail bonus cash program and $1,000 trade assist. Trade assist available on XLT trim only. $1,000 trade assistance

requires 1995 or newervehicle trade-in. Customer must have owned the trade-in vehicle for a minimum of 30 days priorto the sale

date of the new vehicle. 3.9% APR financing for 66 months at $15.62 per month per $1,000 financed for the first 36 months and

$18.51 permonth per $1,000 financed for months 37-66, regardless of down payment. Based on 66 month payment term using 60

month 3.9% APR with interest distributed over 66 months. Requires approval and financing through Ford Credit. Excludes Raptor
and Tremor trims and Lightning model. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. Offer ends 7/8/2024.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

LT IRE MART|
For the Finest in Tires & Service!

| VALUABLE COUPON

Cooling System &
Radiator Flush

. Dexcool Extra
I« orain, Flusll & Refill

YO mICHELINM

+ Most Vehicles I
Cooling System
¢ Add up to 2 Gallons Antifreeze I
¢ Inspect Belts & Hoses

Expires 7/31/24. Not valid with other romot\ons I
or offers. Redeem only at AOK Tire Mart.

CrossCIlmate® 2

60,000 Miles Manufacturer's

Treadwear Limited Warranty (HM) I
+ \Wet & Dry Traction * Long-lasting Treadlife I

ALL-SEASON PERFORMANCE

Choose from a wide slection of Michelin® and BFGoodrich® brand tires!

200 W Main Street Apopka, FL 32703

407-889-7074

www.aoktiremart.net
%A mrcuecin BFGoodrich = e~ a5

“If you're on a mission to fix your transmission call...”

ATW

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida's Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

* Transmission
¢ Clutches ¢ CV Axles
* Foreign & Domestic
Se Habla Espanol
cramber o

of Commerce
The Voice o Busness ince 1913

[Nl ACCREDITED
el BUSINESS
BBB:

1150 East Semoran Blvd.
Suite B Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300

alltransmissionworld.com
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Foliage Sertoma Club inducts new
members, installs officers at luncheon

Thirty-two  members
and guests of the Foliage
Sertoma Club of Apopka
held their first event of a
year-long planned celebra-
tion to commemorate the
club’s  50th anniversary,
which is Saturday, June 29.

The club held its lunch-
eon Tuesday, June 25, at
the Back Room Steakhouse
on Rock Springs Road in
Apopka, where awards
were given out and new of-
ficers were installed.

City Commissioner Al-
exander Smith issued a for-
mal challenge to the 11 new
members who joined since
fall 2023. His message was
a reminder of the club’s
purpose of Service to Man-
kind and the importance of
their involvement.

The members being
recognized were Nadia
Anderson, Vaughn Daly,
Adrienne Fuller, Deborah
Green, Diann Haubner, Ceil
Layfield, Erick Mock, Deb-
bie Nelson, Darryl Richard-
son, Bob White and Roger
Williams.

Mayor Bryan Nelson
spoke briefly on the histo-
ry of the Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka for the past

50 years and the nation-
al organization’s commit-
ment to assisting hearing
disabled with emphasis for
children’s needs.

Through research
funded by Sertoma, Inc.
many of the today’s inno-
vative hearing technolo-
gy and medical treatments
have been developed in the
112 years of national spon-
sorships.

Additionally, most in
Apopka know the Serto-
ma Club from its decades
of sponsoring the Christ-
mas Parade on the second
Saturday of December ev-
ery year. The mayor closed
his remark by thanking both
the outgoing and incoming
officers for the 2023 Apop-
ka Christmas Parade, and
told the new parade com-
mittee that they have a chal-
lenge to produce another
great one this December.

At the luncheon, Nel-
son installed new officers
who will serve the 2024-
25 term commencing July
1: Chairman Lorena Potter,
President Wes Dumey, Pres-
ident Elect Eric Mock, Vice
President Membership John
Cloran, Secretary/Treasurer

Lorena Potter, Foliage Sertoma Club past president (I) with
Wes Dumey, incoming president for 2024-25, at the Tues-
day, June 25, Foliage Sertoma Club luncheon at the Back-

room Steakhouse in Apopka.

Bev Winesburgh, Sargeant
at Arms John Ricketson and
Sertoma Chaplain Patrick
McGuffin.

The event conclud-
ed honoring John Ricket-
son with a Foliage Serto-
ma Lifetime Achievement
Award for his decades of
service, Lorena Potter for
her presidency and Rober-
ta (Bobbie) Dougherty as
Sertoman of the Year for
her many club contributions

and involvement over the
past year. She will ride in
the Christmas Parade with
other Sertoma dignitaries.

The club’s golden anni-
versary will continue in this
fall with a newspaper spe-
cial historical tabloid, a Ser-
vice to Mankind celebra-
tion and this year’s Apopka
Christmas Parade theme be-
ing “A Golden Christmas in
Apopka.”
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J& K

FAIR « HONES
DEPENDABLE
All Work Guaranteed

%’g
m/“-"uf! Automotlve Serving Satisfied Customers

Since 1987

CERTlFlED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS ¢ COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

A

Now bffering ANYWHERECARE
National Limited Warranty = ¢
& 24-Hr. Roadside Asmstance

¢ Wheel Balance &
Alignments
. * Tune Ups ° Brakes
' o Shocks
¢ Fuel Injection
Service Oil Change
¢ C.V. Joints
¢ Tires

1012 E. Semoran Blvd. Apopka 407 880 3530

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 e Closed Saturday
www.JandKautomotiveinc.com

. SL Reg.
1 Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive #vivosés

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

Import e Domestic Tractor ¢ Golf Cart
Marine » Heavy Truck ° Light Truck
Lawn.Mower ¢ Industrial Supplies
Paint & Body Supplies

All Car Care Needs

SPONSOR OF
CHASE ELLIOT
CAR#9 |

250 E. 3rd St.,
Suite B, Apopka

407-889-5222

13202 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden

404-656-4141

napaonline.com

problem.

GENERAL SERVICE:
AUTO-BASICS

The ABCs of
basic car

care include:
A — Always follow a
vehicle service schedule.
B — Be sure to have your
car inspected when you
suspect there is a

C — Correct the problem
to help avoid the
inconvenience and
potential safety
hazards of breaking
down away from home.

By following these three

basic car care tips,
motorists can address
minor issues before
they become more
complicated and more
expensive repairs.

MAINTENANCE -
YOUR PROTECTION

Check out the
Service Directory Pages
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