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Over the last 40 years, Loaves and Fishes of Apopka has provided much-needed 
support to the west Orange County community and beyond. AdventHealth has 
been a longstanding partner of the organization and the hospital is blessed to 
partner with local organizations who are making a remarkable impact in the com-
munity.

By Jose Luis Dieppa
AdventHealth 

Over the last 40 years, Loaves and 
Fishes in Apopka has provided much-
needed support to the west Orange County 
community and beyond.

Apopka food pantry celebrates 40 
years of service.

“This is an amazing organization, 
started back in 1984 out of a little room 
here in Apopka, just giving a bag of rice, 
and we have grown into this. We are cel-
ebrating our 40th year,” said Lory Reeves, 
director at Loaves and Fishes. “What we 
do is, we give a supplemental bag of food 
along with another bag full of produce, 
protein, breads and sweets to low-income 
families.”

Many factors may contribute to the 
need for assistance, such as disability, 
loss of job, being a single parent, or being 
a retiree on a fixed income. Every week, 

Loaves and Fishes provides supplemental 
food to over 300 low-income families and 
individuals.

“We’re so blessed to serve our cli-
ents in this community. We serve a nine-
zip code area, which is in and around the 
Apopka area, Altamonte Springs and 
Longwood,” Reeves said.

In order to feed these families, Loaves 
and Fishes relies solely on donations and 
does not receive any assistance from the 
government. These families, especially el-
derly people on fixed incomes, rely heavily 
on the non-profit organization for support.

AdventHealth has been a longstanding 
partner of the community organizations. 

Earlier this year, the health care orga-
nization donated $25,000 to the food pan-
try, one of the highest single monetary do-
nations made to the group.

“AdventHealth’s mission of extend-

Loaves & Fishes celebrates 40 years of service to area

See PANTRY Page 3A

The Miss Apopka 
Scholarship Competi-
tion Committee and the 
community wished Miss 
Apopka Reilly Cardella 
(pictured) the best of 
luck as she competes 
in the upcoming Miss 
Florida competition. 
The celebration took 
place on Tuesday, June 
18, at the Apopka Mu-
seum.  See more photos 
on page 12A.

City Council lets vote die on 
rescinding censure on mayor

Miss Apopka is wished well

In remembrance of 
the two-year anniversa-
ry of the day that Apop-
ka firefighter Austin Du-
ran was injured, the Du-
ran family and The 2650 
Foundation is inviting the 
community to join in the 
third annual community 
vigil. 

The community vig-
il in Duran’s memory will 
take place on Sunday, June 
30, 10-11 a.m. at Apop-
ka Fire Station No. 1, 176 
East Fifth St., Apopka. 

This year’s vigil will 
be at the memorial site 

that was built by the hands 
of his brother and sister 
firefighters, family, loved 
ones, and many citizens 
who were touched by his 
story and life. 

Everyone will meet 
at 10 a.m. for a moment 
to reflect on Austin Du-
ran’s legacy and the im-
pact his life continues to 
have thanks to his family 
and friends.

Following this year’s 
vigil, as was done since 
the beginning, all will 
gather at Three Odd Guys 
Brewing, 48 E. Fifth St., 

Apopka, for fellowship, 
food, and brews.

Duran

Duran family, foundation to 
hold vigil for fallen firefighter

Photos courtesy of Miss 
Apopka Organization/Facebook

This July, Orange 
County Library System 
(OCLS) continues to bring 
summer entertainment, ed-
ucation, and adventure for 
kids and adults to 15 library 
locations and pop-up events 
throughout the county – all 
for free. 

There are still hundreds 
of exciting opportunities to 
experience this year’s sum-
mer programming theme 
“Adventure Begins at Your 
Library.” Visit your library 
to see Professional Snake 
Handler Chief Rowley and 
his variety of rescued rep-
tile friends in Snake Educa-

tion with a Twist. Use sci-
ence to rescue the Prince 
and Princess with Mad 
Science Dragon Adven-
tures. Complete your read-
ing challenge and celebrate 
with live performances dur-
ing End of Summer Cele-
brations at every library lo-
cation. 

On July 7, the Melrose 
Center hosts the second an-
nual Melrose Pop Festi-
val, featuring performances 
by Terri Binion, Mugs and 
Pockets, The Tremolords, 

See OCLS Page 5A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

On Wednesday, June 19, the City 
Council voted 3-2 to reimburse Mayor 
Bryan Nelson’s attorney fees amounting 
to $1527.50 related to an ethics complaint 
filed against him, but allowed the vote to 
die on the floor on rescinding the censure 
put on Nelson last year. 

Commissioners Nick Nesta and Diane 
Velazquez voted no on the first action. 

Commissioner Nadia Anderson mo-
tioned to table the vote on rescinding the 
censure to the July 3 City Council meeting 
so she could have more time to research the 
censure. However, because the motion did 
not get a second, the motion died on the 
floor. 

The Commission on Ethics met on 
June 7, when they “found no probable 
cause” and dismissed the complaint filed 
against Nelson by Kelley Butcher.

“In a complaint filed against Apop-
ka Mayor Bryan Nelson, the Commission 
found no probable cause to believe Mr. 
Nelson violated the constitutional amend-
ment prohibiting abuse of office for a dis-
proportionate benefit and misused his posi-
tion regarding the termination of the City 
Attorney. In addition, an allegation that he 
used City resources to hold meetings for a 
non-profit foundation was dismissed with a 
finding of no probable cause,” the June 12 
press release from the Commission of Eth-
ics states. 

The Commission on Ethics sent a let-

ter dated October 26, 2023, to Nelson that 
a complaint had been filed against him by 
Kelley Butcher. The letter explained that 
the agency would review the complaint to 
determine whether the allegations were le-
gally sufficient and whether any possible 
violations of law had been sufficiently al-
leged. 

Butcher’s complaint detailed the han-
dling of city attorney Michael Rodriguez’s 
employment status and the city’s use of re-
sources for the Next Step Foundation, a 
nonprofit that is exploring options for es-
tablishing a community resource center to 
help the homeless. The complaint also in-
cluded a reference to Mayor Nelson’s cen-
sure that the City Council approved 3-1 in 
2023 concerning Rodriguez’s employment 
status. 

Attorney Mark Herron from the Tal-
lahassee law firm Messer Caparello repre-
sented Mayor Nelson during the proceed-
ings. 

Because the complaint filed against 
Nelson was dismissed, Nelson was re-
questing that the city reimburses his legal 
fees amounting to $1527.50. 

Two residents who spoke on this mat-
ter at the meeting said that the Ethics Com-
mittee’s “no probable cause” finding did 
not mean that Nelson isn’t guilty. 

“The complaint, it didn’t exonerate 
him. That means he lied still. They just 
didn’t have enough to say guilty or not 
guilty,” said resident Leroy Bell.  

See CENSURE Page 6A

Photo courtesy of AdventHealth/Facebook



My grandmother was 
Belgian (Van Huffel), and 
she used to tell my sister 
and me about how some of 
her relatives reacted when 
they finally reached Ellis 
Island and boarded trains to 
go west after going through 
the process of Naturaliza-
tion of which one of the 
elements was to quote the 
Preamble of the Constitu-
tion of the United States of 
America, in English. 

Grandma said they 
could hardly speak English 
and when they spoke to the 
Conductor they would ask, 

“When we see Baffaloes?” 
After the conductor under-
stood what they were ask-
ing, he would correct their 
enunciation of the name 
“Buffaloes.” Most of them 
apologized for not saying 
it right and would mouth it 

over and over until it was 
right. 

Their goal was to be-
come Americans through 
Naturalization and to learn 
English so they would 
sound like Americans. 
They brought talent, mon-
ey, and a willingness to 
make the United States of 
America grow and prosper, 
but the one task they set for 
themselves as most impor-
tant, was learning English. 
They still kept their native 
tongue alive, as many times 
they used it in their homes, 
but it was important for 

them to be able to commu-
nicate in the national lan-
guage of English. 

They did not expect 
“Uncle Sam” to change 
signs, street names, news-
papers, into the language of 
Belgium or any other for-
eign language. In fact, they 
would have been discour-
aged because they were 
Americans and wanted to 
be treated that way. Their 
supreme goal was to assim-
ilate into the populace as 
Americans!

 That was the great im-
migration rush between 

1892-1924, and twelve mil-
lion immigrants were pro-
cessed through Ellis Island. 
All of them were dedicated 
to making a better life for 
their families and them-
selves, and adding their 
talents, skills, trades, and 
labor to the betterment of 
America. So, sitting in my 
living room watching TV, I 
hear foreign language that 
I don’t understand. Think-
ing perhaps my TV has just 
blown a tube (OK, I know 
they don’t use tubes any 
more) I watched with more 
attention. It was an ad be-

ing presented in Spanish! 
I am an American, watch-
ing an American movie in 
the United States of Amer-
ica, where the Constitution 
says our national language 
is English, and to my sur-
prise, the ad I’m seeing is 
in Spanish. 

What is wrong with 
this picture? The people 
that immigrate here are 
supposed to assimilate into 
our national culture, not 
change it. Slowly, but sure-
ly, we are losing our nation-

Summer has official-
ly begun and there has still 
been a lot of activity hap-
pening.

As soon as graduations 
were over, six ceremonies 
and over 3,000 handshakes, 
I headed to Tampa for the 
annual Florida School 
Boards Association sum-
mer conference. I sit on the 
Board of Directors for the 
Association and this con-
ference is always a great 
time to connect with school 
board members from 
around the state and discuss 
new laws and issues facing 
our public schools.

This year, we heard 
many ideas on staff recruit-
ment and retention which 
continues to plague dis-
tricts across the state and 
nation. We had sessions on 
topics like recent changes 

in education law, child ex-
ploitation, school safety 
and charter school over-
sight.

One of the best ses-
sions was when we heard 
legislators discuss what the 
plans are for the next leg-
islative session and what 
they hope to accomplish. 
The big push looks as 
though it will be the con-
tinuation of the deregula-
tion process that started this 
year as well as increasing 
salary funding.

I walked away from 

Traffic fatality and se-
rious injury statistics in 
Central Florida are sober-
ing. Last year more than 
730 fatalities occurred. 
Broken down, this means 
that daily two people die 
and nine people are seri-
ously injured. Fatality vic-
tims dying on our roadways 
are wives, husbands, moth-
ers, fathers, brothers, sis-
ters, friends, co-workers, 
and neighbors. We must all 
agree that this is unaccept-
able.

Crash data also tells 
us that the order of great-
est causes are the follow-
ing: lane departures, inter-
sections, pedestrians and 
bicyclists, impaired driv-
ing, aging drivers, motor-
cyclists, distracted driv-
ing, speeding or aggressive 
driving, teen drivers, work 
zones, drowsy driving, and 
railroad crossings. The age 

groups with the most seri-
ous injuries or fatalities are 
25-34 and over 65.

To get to zero, it is go-
ing to take all of us work-
ing together in Central 
Florida. Improving safety 
on all streets (state and lo-
cal) will be necessary to 
meet the goals. The Flori-
da Department of Law En-
forcement (FDOT) collab-
oratively with help from lo-
cal agencies and under the 
leadership of Loreen Bob 
from the FDOT created an 
Action Plan to get us to the 

goal of zero fatalities and 
serious injuries.

The Central Florida 
Safety Strategic Plan pro-
vides a bold framework on 
how we can work collab-
oratively across the district 
to address our safety chal-
lenges on both state and lo-
cal roads. While progress is 
being made, there is much 
work to be done to improve 
safety in every community. 
Here are the action steps:

1. Coordinate with 
school systems to more ful-
ly understand early-educa-
tion safety and high-school 
driver education training 
opportunities.

2. Implement annual 
behavior and outreach cam-
paigns to partner agencies 
to improve safety.

3. Conduct a review of 
existing driver’s education 

Immigrants came to the United States to become naturalized citizens

The Apopka Chief

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

Work is on reducing fatality number
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Worry is believing God 
won’t get it right.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness,for they will be filled. 

Matthew 5:6

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
On Wednesday, June 26, 2-3 p.m., at 
the North Orange Branch Library, 1211 
E. Semoran Blvd., in the computer lab, 
there will be Algodoo Sandbox for ages 
7-9.  Have fun with physics! Simulate 
physics in the real world with Algodoo. 
Experiment with objects and see how 
they react to the forces of gravity and 
friction. 

We had sessions on topics like 
recent changes in education law, 
child exploitation, school safety and 
charter school oversight.

 Melissa Byrd on Florida 
School Board Association 

conference
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Next legislative session discussed
See MOORE Page 4A

See HAYDEN Page 4A

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
Today (June 19), Governor Ron 

DeSantis announced the appointment 
of Blair Bradley, Shawn Hindle, and 
Belinda Kirkegard and the reappoint-
ment of John Davis to the Valencia 
College District Board of Trustees. 
 Blair Bradley: Bradley is a former 
Analyst for North American Reserve 
Corporation. Active in her community, 
she serves as a STEM tutor and volun-
teer for the local Parent Teacher As-
sociation and an alumni interviewer 
for the Rice Alumni Volunteer Asso-
ciation. Bradley earned her bachelor’s 
degree in biomedical engineering and 
managerial studies from Rice Univer-
sity. 
 Shawn Hindle: Hindle is the Pres-
ident of Hanson, Walter & Associates, 
Inc. Active in his community, he cur-
rently serves on the Osceola County 
Planning Commission and the Career-
Source Central Florida Board of Direc-
tors. Hindle earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in engineering from North Caroli-
na State University. 
 Belinda Kirkegard: Kirkegard is 
the President of the National Entrepre-

neur Center. Previously, she was ap-
pointed to the Greater Orlando Avia-
tion Authority and the Central Florida 
Corridor Task Force. She was listed 
as one of the 2023 “50 Most Power-
ful Ones to Watch” by Orlando Mag-
azine and received the 2021 “People 
to Know Award” from Florida Trend. 
Kirkegard earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in political science and public ad-
ministration from the University of 
Central Florida and her master’s de-
gree in public administration from 
Troy University. 
 John Davis: Davis is the Secre-
tary of the Florida Lottery. Previously, 
he served as the Vice President of the 
Orlando Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, the President of the African 
American Chamber of Commerce, and 
the External Affairs Director for the 
Florida Department of Children and 
Families. He is currently appointed to 
the Florida Commission on Communi-
ty Service. Davis earned his bachelor’s 
degree in political science from Florida 
State University.   
 These appointments are subject to 
confirmation by the Florida Senate.

Gov. DeSantis appoints four to 
Valencia’s District Board of Trustees

Consultant Emeritus
John Peery

Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023

General Mgr Emeritus
Neoma Knox 

Feb. 12, 1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

Reporters
Teresa Sargeant

Marshall Tempest
Neal Fisher

Publisher
John Ricketson

I have asked Cliff Shepard our attor-
ney to add the censorship revocation item 
to the agenda on June 19th, 2024. I am ask-
ing for my censorship vote from August 
2nd, 2023 to be removed from the records. 
The basis of the censorship vote was over 
the departure of our former City Attorney 
Michael Rodriguez.

I am bringing this item up because on 
October 13th the Florida Commission on 
Ethics received complaint 23-253 and be-
gan an investigation on me including the 
same issue the censorship was based on. 
The Ethics Commission investigated all al-
legations in the complaint and on June 7th 
they adopted the recommendation of “no 
probable cause to believe Mr. Nelson vio-
lated the constitutional amendment prohib-
iting abuse of office for a disproportioned 
benefit and misused his position regarding 
the termination of the City Attorney” and 
they have dismissed the complaint filed 
against me. Now I would like to share with 
everyone the role and composition of the 
Florida Commission on Ethics. 

“The Commission is a nine-member 
Commission with a staff of approximately 
twenty-five employees located in Tallahas-
see, that serves as the guardian of the stan-
dard of conduct for officers and employees 
of Florida and its political subdivisions and 

functions as an independent commission 
responsible for investigating and issuing 
public reports on complaints of breach of 
the public trust by public officers and em-
ployees.” Five members are appointed by 
the Governor, with no more than three from 
the same political party with one of the five 
members a former City or County official. 
Two are appointed by the Speaker of the 
House and two by the Senate President and 
must be equally split by party affiliation. 
This is important because the Commission 
on Ethics looks at the facts and makes ob-
jective decisions not ones based on poli-
tics. During the investigation, the Commis-
sion on Ethics sent one of their investiga-
tors down from Tallahassee to interview 
myself as well as former City Attorney Mi-
chael Rodriguez, our HR Director, our City 
Clerk, a local pastor and others before the 
Commission came to their final determina-
tion of No Probable Cause for the charges.

The censorship vote against me was 
brought forward because I did not fire 
City Attorney Michael Rodriguez after the 
Council’s vote to fire him. The City Charter 
does not give the City Council the author-
ity to fire the City Attorney nor any other 
City employee – this role is relegated to 

Mayor Nelson explains request 
to remove my censorship vote

See BYRD Page 4A

See NELSON Page 4A
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For thousands of 
years, the power of nat-
ural gas has captured 
the imagination of civ-
ilizations around the 
world. From the ancient 
Greeks who built large 
temples around natural 
gas deposits as far back 
as 1,000 B.C., to pre-im-
perial China, where citi-
zens would construct 
crude bamboo pipelines 
to transport the early 
power source for heat-
ing homes and boiling 
water. Today, as Lake 
Apopka Natural Gas 
District celebrates 65 
years of service to our 
community, we’re proud 
to reflect on the endur-
ing legacy of natural gas 
and the impact it has 
had – and still has – on 
our society. 

Despite its early 
uses, it wasn’t until the 
eighteenth century that 
humans began to utilize 
natural gas for commer-
cial purposes. In 1785, 
Britain became the first 
country to truly harness 
the power of natural gas 
when it was used to fuel 
lighthouses and street-
lights.

In 1821, another 
breakthrough occurred 
in Fredonia, New York, 
when William Hart (lat-
er the founder of the first 
natural gas company in 
the United States) dug 
the very first well with 
the express purpose of 
capturing natural gas, 
successfully lighting his 
home, and marking the 
dawn of natural gas as a 
commercial fuel source 

in the United States. By 
the early 1900s, natural 
gas had become a pop-
ular choice for heating 
homes, cooking meals, 
and even generating 
electricity for business-
es and communities.

In 1957, vision-
ary leaders from Apop-
ka, Clermont, and Win-
ter Garden realized the 
power natural gas could 
bring to their own com-
munity and united to cre-
ate Lake Apopka Natu-
ral Gas District. By the 
end of August 1965, the 
District had connected 
its service to approxi-
mately 2,200 customers. 
Today, we’re proud to 
serve over 29,000 cus-
tomers with nearly 1,000 
square miles of distribu-
tion pipelines! 

In 2024, natural gas 
plays a crucial role as 
part of the global ener-
gy mix, offering a clean-
er and more responsible 
alternative to tradition-
al options such as coal 
and oil. 

Today, natural gas 
fuels modern kitchens 
with affordable preci-
sion. A simple flick of the 
switch delivers instant, 
controllable heat for per-
fectly cooked meals. 

Compared to oth-
er energy sources, nat-
ural gas also offers sig-
nificant cost savings – 
about $1,068 per year 
compared to the aver-
age all-electric home 
(American Gas Asso-
ciation) – leaving more 
room in the budget for 
experimenting with new 

recipes or enjoying sum-
mer cookouts with natu-
ral gas grills.

Natural gas has fu-
eled innovation and 
progress for centu-
ries, playing a vital role 
in powering our com-
munities and shaping 
our modern way of life. 
Abundance, affordabili-
ty, and a lower environ-
mental impact have so-
lidified the role of natural 
gas on the path toward 
a more sustainable fu-
ture. We at Lake Apop-
ka Natural Gas Dis-
trict are proud to have 
grown with this valuable 
resource, and we look 

forward to continuing to 
deliver it to our valued 
community for genera-
tions to come. To learn 
more about our history, 
visit www.LANGD.org/
Home/History.

Want to be a part of 
the rich history of natu-
ral gas and begin enjoy-
ing all the benefits that 
it has to offer? Get con-
nected with the District’s 
marketing team at (407) 
656-2734 x307, market-
ing@langd.org or visit 
www.langd.org. Stay in 
touch with the LANGD 
team on our Facebook 
and LinkedIn.

Advertisement

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District Fueling 
Progress: The Rich History of Natural Gas

For more information on natural gas service 
for your home, business or vehicle, contact the 
District’s marketing team at (407) 656-2734 x307, 
marketing@langd.org or visit www.langd.org. 
Pictured above are LANGD employees celebrating 
the company’s 65th anniversary.

Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307
visit www.LANGD.org for details.

65 YEARS OF ENERGY CHOICE

VFW 
POST 10147

519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
invites you to its 3rd Saturday 

FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST
SAT., MAY. 18 • 8 AM — 10 AM

MAY 18

ALL FOR
$7.00! 

• Door Prizes • Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

Memorial Day service. May 27.  11 a.m., Edgewood/Greenwood Cemetery
sponsored by City and VFW Post 10147

• Scrambled Eggs • Sausage Links • Pancakes 
• Biscuits and Gravy • Orange Juice • Coffee • Water

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., JULY 20
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

JULY 20

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

Every Fourth of July, Americans celebrate 
this pivotal moment in our history, which set 

into motion the development of a 
land of freedom and opportunity 

unequalled in the world.
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com 
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about 

our Business Profile program.  
Visit www.theapopkachief.com 

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL 
YOUR BUSINESS 

STORY!

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com

1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, a� ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
#
      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

ing the healing ministry of 
Christ and the promise to 
feel whole isn’t just about 
what happens within the 
walls of our own facilities, 
it’s about supporting our 
community as a whole,” 

said Parker Pridgen, CEO 
of AdventHealth Apopka. 
“Partnering with strong 
not-for-profit organizations 
like Loaves and Fishes is a 
great way for us to empow-
er and channel resources 
to folks that do work that 
aligns with our mission.”

Reeves says people 
love to donate food dur-
ing the holidays, but dur-
ing summertime their food 
pantry gets depleted be-
cause donation falls to an 
all-time low.

Those interested in 
learning more about the or-

ganization or making a do-
nation, can visit the Loaves 
and Fishes website at 
loavesandfishesapopka.
com.

“AdventHealth has 
been a huge supporter of 
our organization.” Reeves 
added.

Continued from page 1A

Pantry: Hospital is one of its partners

Need to send or 
receive a FAX? AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.



al identity, and we cannot 
blame this administration 
for it all. The guilt belongs 
to all of us who pander to 
these different cultures be-
cause of our greed and de-
sire for the almighty dollar. 
We kick aside our national-
ity and show that we have 
no qualms about capitulat-
ing to another culture and 
language just to make a 
buck, and you show them 
that we have turned into a 
wide-open society, with no 
morals, no standards, and 
no dedication for anything 
but greed. 

I have nothing but re-
spect for any of the true 
legal immigrants. I live 
among different cultures 
in my neighborhood, and 
we are true neighbors. We 

take care of and watch 
out for one another. I cel-
ebrate their different holi-
days, sometimes joining in 
their festivities, and we en-
joy those times that bring 
us closer together, but they 
are doing their best to learn 
English to help themselves 
assimilate into our national 
identity. 

Too many people are 
making their way into our 
society for ulterior motives, 
and we Americans need to 
weed them out. They are 
not here for our great na-
tion; they are not here to 
embellish our way of life. 
They have come to our 
shores as an invading army 
hell-bent on making Ameri-
ca a tyrant-led, Communist 
enclave. They have already 
begun dividing our people 
by using cultural differ-

ences. 
Do you honestly think 

that Antifa, BLM, or the 
anti-Semitism group are 
trying to build a better 
America? 

What do they all have 
in common? They hate 
America and the Ameri-
can way of life. Whatev-
er drives them is not love. 
We, The People, had better 
wake up and take action, or 
one day we will wake up 
under the cloak of slavery 
and by then, the American 
nationality will be replaced 
with the chains of Commu-
nism. 

Let us get back to 
the place where our im-
migrants want to see the 
“Baffaloes” again and de-
sire to belong to a nation 
whose motto is “E Pluribus 
Unum,” out of many ONE.

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: We must not be divided

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

and re-education requirements for Flori-
da to explore opportunities for future en-
hancements.

4. Consider the use of technology-
cameras for speed enforcement along high-
crash corridors.

5. Create and utilize a Target Zero 
checklist to be considered on all relevant 
roadway projects to assist with proper pro-
ject scoping.

6. Incorporate Complete Street/Safety 
“walk and talk” training during new em-
ployee orientations and provide similar 
training for existing employees on a semi-
annual basis.

7. Collaborate with law enforcement 
through Community Traffic Safety Teams 

to review emerging tools and street designs 
to develop key guidance materials for traf-
fic enforcement at locations with these new 
designs.

8. Coordinate with local law enforce-
ment and safety professionals to identify 
the top three transportation safety issues to 
inform, educate, and enforce traffic safety 
along key corridors.

9. Create a safety-related webpage on 
FDOT’s District 5 website that includes 
resource materials, key data, upcom-
ing events, and a quarterly Safety Central 
Newsletter.

The Central Florida Safety Strategic 
Plan envisions a five-year program where 
the action steps are updated annually to ad-
just to issues and create collaborative safe-
ty solutions with our partners.

Moore: Action steps updated annually
Continued from page 2A
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that session feeling very 
hopeful that legislators on 
both sides of the aisle want 
what is best for our public 
schools. I was pleased to 
hear that none of them are 
happy with Florida’s recent 
move to 50th in the nation 
for teacher pay in the k12 
school system.

The legislators that 
were present seemed mo-
tivated to work to change 
that and we expressed how 
difficult it is to find people 
to come to work in our dis-
tricts when we can’t offer 
them a competitive salary 
or even a salary that allows 
them to live comfortably 
without relying on second 
jobs.

Overall, it was a posi-
tive conference that always 
leaves me feeling proud to 
be among others that are 

working to advocate for a 
public school system where 
all children are provided a 
quality education.

After arriving home, I 
was able to slip away for a 
few days with my daugh-
ters for some much-needed 
quality time together.

But the rest didn’t last 
because it was soon time 
to come home and finish 
work on my campaign for 
my next term on the school 
board. The second week 
in June is qualifying week 
where candidates have to 
submit the required paper-
work and fees to the Super-
visor of Elections to qualify 
to be on the ballot in Au-
gust.

I got my documents 
and fees paid and I’m very 
proud to say that at the end 
of the qualifying period, 
there were no other candi-
dates that had filed to run 

against me.
Therefore, I became 

reelected to the school 
board seat that I have 
served in for the past six 
years, to serve another 
four-year term.

 I am thrilled beyond 
belief to be blessed to con-
tinue to serve our commu-
nity, our schools and our 
children. It has been an 
honor to serve and I truly 
feel that my lifelong pas-
sion for education has led 
me to exactly where I am 
supposed to be as a school 
board member.

There have been many 
accomplishments over the 
past six years but there is 
still so much to do. 

Next week I would 
like to share more on this, 
but until then, thank you 
for allowing me to be your 
school board member 
again!

Byrd: I’ll be serving 4 more years
Continued from page 2A

the Mayor under our Strong Mayor form 
of government. This portion of the Char-
ter was reviewed by Michael Rodriguez, 
our current City Attorney Cliff Shepard 
and two other third party attorneys and all 
agreed that the Apopka City Council did 
not have the authority to fire Michael Ro-
driguez but the charter does require that the 
City Council “must” approve new direc-
tors such as the recently hired City Admin-
istrator Jacob Smith and Michelle Boylan 
our new Economic Development Director. 
Both were approved unanimously as was 
Michael Rodriguez several years ago. 

The Censorship vote was brought for-
ward by a former City Commissioner for 
political reasons and had nothing to do 

with public policy. Prior to the Censorship 
vote, the prior City Commissioner asked 
a city employee to meet him at a restau-
rant near his place of business. During the 
meeting, the City Employee was told that if 
I would not run for another term as Mayor, 
the Commissioner would drop the censor-
ship vote. The City Employee has agreed 
to swear under oath and/or take a lie detec-
tor test to prove that this meeting actually 
happened. I waited until the formal Florida 
Commission on Ethics ruling of no prob-
able cause of an ethics violation before re-
leasing the “basis” for the censorship vote 
last year was based on politics and not 
policy. For these reasons I have asked the 
Apopka City Council to rescind the Cen-
sorship vote dated August 2nd, 2023.

Mayor Bryan Nelson

Nelson: Council asked to rescind
Continued from page 2A

Editor:
I am writing to you 

today to highlight the pro-
found importance of June 
19th, a date of monumental 
significance in American 
history, now recognized 
nationwide as the National 
Juneteenth Holiday.  

Juneteenth, also 
known as Freedom Day, Ju-
bilee Day, and Emancipa-

tion Day, commemorates 
the momentous occasion on 
June 19, 1865, when Ma-
jor General Gordon Grang-
er arrived in Galveston, 
Texas, and announced the 
end of slavery in the Unit-
ed States. This was a piv-
otal moment, as it marked 
the liberation of the last re-
maining enslaved African 
Americans in the Confed-

eracy, over two years af-
ter President Abraham Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proc-
lamation had formally set 
them free. 

The celebration of Ju-
neteenth stands as a tes-
tament to the enduring 
strength, resilience, and 
spirit of African Americans 

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        176785

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT 

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 
3061 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of 
the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on 
Wednesday, July 17, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can 
be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to 
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

June 21, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part 
III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that 
Floridian Apopka Phase 1 Owner, LLC has made application 
relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 27-20-36-0000-00-068, 
27-20-36-0000-00-074, 27-20-36-0000-00-048, 27-20-36-0000-00-085, 
28-21-06-7172-60-040, 28-21-06-7172-16-042, 27-20-36-0000-00-066, 
27-20-36-0000-00-083, 27-20-36-0000-00-047, 28-21-06-7172-16-040, 
28-21-06-7172-21-60-030
Contains: 24.33 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3061
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF SOUTHFORK DRIVE AND NORTH OF 
DEW BERRY AVENUE, OWNED BY FLORIDIAN APOPKA PHASE 1 OWNER 
LLC, COMPRISING 24.33 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Explanation is given on reason 
Juneteenth is national holiday

See JUNETEENTH Page 8A
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug Screening Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798
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For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568
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3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

3D SHOWINGS

Fri., June 21, 2024 thru 
Sun., June 23, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

VALUE DAYS 
TUES. ONLY $6.50

(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

INSIDE OUT 2 (PG) 11:00A; 
11:50A; 12:40; 1:40; 2:20; 4:20; 
5:00; 6:00; 7:00; 7:30; 9:40
THE GARFFIELD MOVIE (PG) 
11:10A; 3:40; 10:10
BAD BOYS: RIDE OR DIE (R) 
11:20A; 1:30; 4:30; 7:20; 10:00; 
10:30 
THE EXORCIST (R) 11:30A; 
2:10; 4:40; 7:10; 9:50
IF (PG) 12:10; 6:40
KINGDOM OF THE PLANET 
OF THE APES (PG-13) 12:20; 
3:10; 6:50; 9:30
THE WATCHERS (PG-13) 2:00; 
4:50; 7:40; 10:20

All tickets to showings before 
12PM on Sat. and Sun. 
will be $6.50, plus tax

E a r l y  B i r d  T i c k e t s

INSIDE OUT 2 (PG) 3:20; 8:40

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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Universal Funk Orches-
tra and Amy Robbins in a 
Sidecar. Created as an hom-
age to the 1967 Monterey 
Pop Festival, the Melrose 
Pop Festival brings togeth-
er some of the local music 
community’s most beloved 
acts. Be sure to catch Mel-
rose Pop Festival – A Con-
cert Film debuting on You-
Tube June 21 for a front-
row seat to the 2023 festi-
val performances. For more 
information, visit ocls.info/
melrosepopfestival.

Beginning July 15, 

kids who log at least 300 
minutes of reading may 
visit their local branch for 
a free prize bag, while sup-
plies last. Kids who log 600 
minutes are eligible for a 
grand prize drawing at the 
End of Summer Celebra-
tions in July. For complete 
information, visit ocls.info/
summer.  

In addition to events 
and programming, six 
OCLS locations are host-
ing Summer BreakSpot, the 
OCPS Mobile Lunch Vehi-
cles, as part of the USDA 
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram. Lunches are provid-

ed free of charge to chil-
dren and young adults 18 
and under. Meals must be 
consumed on the premises. 
Lunch is served Monday – 
Friday at Chickasaw, Fair-
view Shores, Hiawassee, 
South Creek, North Orange 
and South Trail branches. 
For more information and 
lunch times, visit ocls.info/
summer-lunch-ocps-mo-
bile-lunch.

Continued from page 1A

OCLS: Summer BreakSpots 
offer youth meals free of charge

Christopher Goodwin of Apopka 
earned a spot on the spring 2024 dean’s 
list at Valdosta State University in Valdo-
sta, Ga. 

Dean’s list honors are reserved for the 
highest achieving students at VSU. Good-
win is one of more than 1,600 distinguished 
and accomplished students recognized for 
exemplifying excellence in the attainment 

of their educational goals.
To qualify for dean’s list at VSU, stu-

dents must achieve a semester grade point 
average of 3.50 or higher on nine or more 
semester hours with an institutional grade 
point average of 3.00 or higher. Develop-
mental studies, transient and graduate stu-
dents are not eligible for dean’s list status.

Goodwin lands on dean’s list

Send Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

& The Planter

ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

PUB DATES: 062024/062124

S avings  include package and dealer  discounts.  Val id  on Lar iat  t r im only. 
Excludes dual rear wheels.  Offer ends 7/8/2024.

   Save
$3,000 to

$6,500
off  MSRP
on Lariat

Super
Dutys

2024 Super Duty Lariat

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

S avings  include package and dealer  discounts.  Val id  on Lar iat  t r im only. 
Excludes dual rear wheels.  Offer ends 7/8/2024.

Excludes DRW

   Save
$3,000 to

$6,500
off  MSRP
on Lariat

Super
Dutys

2024 Super Duty Lariat
Excludes DRW

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        176784

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

REZONING

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3061 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, July 17, 
2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at 
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to 
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

June 21, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 166.041(3)(a), Florida 
Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Floridian Apopka 
Phase 1 Owner, LLC has made application relating to the following 
described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 27-20-36-0000-00-093; 
27-20-36-0000-00-075; 27-20-36-0000-00-052; 27-20-36-0000-00-068; 
27-20-36-0000-00-074; 27-20-36-0000-00-048; 27-20-36-0000-00-085; 
28-21-06-7172-16-020; 28-21-0671-7216-040; 28-21-0671-7216-051; 
28-21-0671-7216-070; 28-21-06-7172-16-060; 28-21-0671-7216-050; 
27-20-36-0000-00-066; 28-21-06-7172-16-042; 27-20-36-0000-00-083; 
27-20-36-0000-00-047; 28-21-06-7172-16-040; 28-21-06-7172-16-030
Contains: 73.93 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3060
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2840, WHICH IS KNOWN AS THE “FLORIDIAN TOWN 
CENTER” PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD), GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH 
OF W. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND WEST OF S.R. 429, COMPRISING 
73.93 ACRES MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Tell them  
you saw it in 

The Apopka Chief 

He also said the may-
or “need to pay his bills 
and we need to stick to the 
same hire that was voted 
on the first go-round” and 
urged the commissioners to 
“stand up for the people of 
Apopka one time” instead 
of supporting the mayor. 

City attorney Cliff 
Shepard said that the bill 
was already paid, and refer-
enced to such information 
in the City Council agenda 
packet. 

The ethics complaint 
is a separate issue from the 
censure and does not influ-
ence the censure, although 
Butcher did mention the 
censure in the complaint, it 
was said at the City Council 
meeting.  

On April 5, 2023, the 
City Council voted 3-2 to 
recommend firing Rodri-
guez. Since then, there had 
been much debate about 
whether the 3-2 vote made 

Rodriguez’s recommended 
termination official or “cer-
emonial,” a word Nelson 
used to describe the vote. 

Because of this, on 
April 19, 2023, the City 
Council voted 4-1 of de-
claratory judgment, to hire 
a third-party attorney to 
look at the city charter re-
lated to Rodriguez. Rodri-
guez announced his resig-
nation on May 3, 2023, and 
tendered his letter of resig-
nation the next day.

On June 21, 2023, it 
was revealed that the city 
would still cut Rodriguez a 
weekly check until July 7, 
2023, when his resignation 
would go into effect. 

At that meeting, Nes-
ta said according to docu-
ments he obtained, Rodri-
guez got paid similarly ev-
ery week since his May 3 
resignation except for the 
previous week when Ro-
driguez cashed in his paid 
time off in the amount of 
around $7,000. 

Also from viewing 
the documents, Nesta said 
Rodriguez’s termination 
date was July 7, 2023, and 
would be compensated 
13 weeks of his base sal-
ary, equivalent to between 
$35,000 and $40,000. 

On August 2, 2023, the 
City Council voted 3-1 on 
the resolution to censure 
Nelson “for misleading the 
City Council, and by the 
same actions, the people of 
Apopka through untruthful 
public comments regarding 
the employment status of 
the former City Attorney” 
Michael Rodriguez. Nelson 
voted ‘no.’ City Commis-
sioner Alexander H. Smith 
was absent from that meet-
ing. 

Reappointing a board 
member

The City Council vot-
ed to reappoint Robert 
Ryan to a three-year term 
on the Planning Commis-
sion. 

Ryan was originally 
appointed to the Planning 
Commission on August 1, 
2018 and was reappointed 
on September 8, 2021. His 
term expires on September 
8, 2024. He has indicated 
he would like to be reap-
pointed. 

In accordance with 
Florida Statutes, the Plan-
ning Commission serves as 
the City’s “Local Planning 
Agency” when reviewing 
and recommending to the 
City Council, any future 
land use amendments to the 
comprehensive Plan and 
Future Land Use Map. 

There are seven mem-
bers that are appointed by 
the mayor and approved by 
the City Council. Members 
are appointed to three-year 
terms and must live within 
the city limits. The Plan-
ning Commission normally 
meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 5:30 
p.m. 

Continued from page 1A

Censure: Ethics complaint is separate issue

William Richmond of Apopka 
was named to the Champlain College 
Trustees’ List for the spring 2024 se-
mester.

Students on the Trustees’ List 
have achieved a 4.0 grade point av-
erage for two or more consecutive 

semesters. Richmond is majoring in 
Software Development.

Making the Trustees’ List is a tre-
mendous achievement. Many of the 
high achievers balance their career-
focused classes with jobs, internships, 
clubs, and volunteering. 

Founded in 1878, Champlain 
College is a small, not-for-profit, pri-
vate college in Burlington, Vt. with 
additional campuses in Montreal, 
Canada, and Dublin, Ireland. 

Richmond named to trustees’ listSend Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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OLD GLASSES & 
HEARING AIDS 

WANTED

If you have 
old glasses or 

hearing aids, you 
no longer need, 

please take them to

The Apopka Chief and 
 The Planter 
Newspapers 

or Apopka Offi ce Supply

The Mt. Dora Lions Club 
will use your recyclable 

eye glasses for the program 
“Project Right to Sight.”

Mt. Dora
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma Club, 
working with Dr. Amy Davis 
at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle 
hearing aids for Apopka 

citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka
(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 

CLUB OF APOPKA
FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777
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Find in
The Apopka Chief 
& The Planter.

Find the Local 
Services You Need
From home services to healthcare and beyond, 
our Stimulus Section is fi lled with helpful, local 
professional connections. Keep this information on 
hand for easy access to the services you need today, 
and may need tomorrow.

www.theapopkachief.com
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Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) reduces benefit
Dear Rusty:  
 I don’t understand 
exactly how the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision 
(WEP) works for my situa-
tion. I turned 62 in 2017 and 
am currently still working 
in a “non-covered” job, not 
paying into Social Security, 
but from which I will get a 
government pension when I 
retire. I began collecting So-
cial Security at my full re-
tirement age in 2021 and am 
now collecting $1507 per 
month thanks to the cost of 
living adjustments since I 
started. Will my Social Se-
curity benefit be reduced by 
$587 if I retire this year?  
Signed: Confused by WEP
Dear Confused: 
 You’re certainly not 
alone to be confused by 
WEP, and your situation is 
somewhat special because 
you started your SS bene-
fits before taking your “non-
covered” government pen-
sion. And, unfortunately, 
most tools and charts which 
suggest how much WEP 
will reduce your Social Se-
curity benefit don’t accom-
modate that nuance very 
well. 
 In your case, when you 
claimed Social Security 
at your full retirement age 
(FRA), you were awarded 
the full benefit you were en-
titled to, unreduced by WEP 

because you were not yet 
collecting your non-covered 
government pension. You 
were able to collect your 
full SS amount and receive 
each year’s full cost of liv-
ing adjustments (COLA) to 
those higher amounts.  What 
actually happens is that each 
person’s Primary Insurance 
Amount (PIA) is first deter-
mined at age 62, and Social 
Security applies an annual-
ly awarded COLA to their 
PIA (primary insurance 
amount), even if they’re not 
yet receiving benefits.  You 
received your full PIA, in-
cluding COLA, because you 
claimed at your full retire-
ment age.  But when you 
start collecting your pen-
sion from your non-covered 
government job, the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision 
(WEP) will kick in and re-
duce your Social Security 
benefit.
 The amount of WEP 
reduction depends on how 
many years you had con-
tributed to Social Security 
from “substantial” earnings 
but, with 20 or fewer years, 
the maximum WEP reduc-
tion is determined by the 
year you turn 62 and doesn’t 
change. Since you turned 
62 in 2017, your maximum 
WEP reduction, according 
to Social Security’s process, 
is $442.50 – lower than the 

$587 you suspect. 
 Nevertheless, due to 
the way Social Security cal-
culates the WEP reduction, 
the reduction from your cur-
rent amount will seem larg-
er than the WEP maximum. 
And that’s because of the 
way Social Security applies 
the WEP reduction to your 
benefit. They start by first 
removing all cost-of-living 
increases since you were 62 
from your primary insur-
ance amount (PIA). They 
will then take your PIA 
(sans COLA) and subtract 

$442.50 (if you have more 
than 20 years of substan-
tial SS-covered earnings 
they will subtract less), and 
then they will reapply all 
the cost-of-living increases 
since you were 62 to your 
WEP-reduced PIA. 
 What just happened, 
in effect, is that your previ-
ous (pre-WEP) COLA in-
creases were removed from 
your PIA, and those same 
COLA percentages were 
reapplied to your smaller 
WEP-reduced PIA, to arrive 
at your new monthly bene-

fit amount under the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision.  
And that new amount will 
be lower than your previous 
SS benefit amount by more 
than the published maxi-
mum WEP reduction for the 
year you turned 62.
 A word of caution: 
Timely notification to So-
cial Security of your non-
covered pension is very im-
portant. As soon as you re-
ceive your non-covered 
pension award letter, de-
liver it to your local So-
cial Security office and re-

quest a WEP recalculation 
of your SS retirement ben-
efit. The WEP  recalcula-
tion will likely take months 
to process, during which 
time you will continue to re-
ceive your higher non-WEP 
SS benefit. That means you 
will be overpaid for the pe-
riod between when your 
non-covered pension start-
ed and the month your new 
WEP SS payment began, 
and that overpayment must 
be refunded to Social Secu-
rity.
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OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this spring.

*Special price is for �rst Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers 
only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used 
in conjunction with any other o�er or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to 
annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, 
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.
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only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used 
in conjunction with any other o�er or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to 
annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, 
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Are you some-
one who shudders at 
the thought of visit-
ing the dentist?  If so, 
the Schroeder Den-
tal Group makes it a 
priority to ensure ev-
ery patient has a posi-
tive experience during 
every visit. Their offi ce 
is bright, clean, and re-
laxing. There is no need 
for stress because their 
staff will take the utmost 
care with you and your 
entire family.  They of-
fer routine cleanings, fi ll-
ings, bridges, crowns, 
dental bonding, dental 
implants, laser dentist-
ry, oral surgery, ortho-
dontics, reconstruction, 
veneers and more com-
plex dental work, such 
as root canals. 

When an emergen-
cy arises, Schroeder 
Dental Group is ready. 
No one plans on a den-
tal emergency, because 
they happen very sud-
denly and unexpected-
ly. They tend to be either 
painful, embarrassing or 
both. At the Schroeder 
Dental Group, emer-
gency patients are seen 
promptly so they don’t 
have to suffer overnight 
or through a weekend. 
Time is of the essence in 
these urgent dental cas-
es. 

They’re also help-
ing “little” smiles in a big 
way. Children need not 
worry, because they do 
their very best to make 
every visit as quick and 
painless as possible. 
Prioritizing and creating 
a positive basis for their 
dental care involves ed-
ucating, treating, pre-
venting, maintaining a 

balanced diet, and in-
stilling effective brush-
ing and fl ossing habits. 
They take time to edu-
cate your entire family 
on the techniques and 
practices of proper oral 
care. 

Once you meet the 
staff at Schroeder Den-
tal Group, you’ll soon 
understand why they’re 
preferred by their pa-
tients. They’re commit-
ted to repairing and en-
hancing your smile by 
utilizing state-of-the-art 
techniques with long-
lasting results. The 
staff’s mission is to de-
liver the highest qual-
ity care, unprecedent-
ed comfort, and service 
to ensure that all pa-
tients are relaxed while 
they work on their great 
smile!

Schroeder Den-
tal Group is Invisalign® 
certified. Invisalign® 
(braceless braces) is the 
latest offering for ortho-
dontics. This is the ide-
al solution for patients 
who have their perma-
nent teeth. The product 
is virtually invisible and 
removable for meals, 
brushing, and fl ossing. 
They also offer Zoom! 
Whitening.  

They use the Water-
lase MD Laser for both 
hard and soft tissues, 
such as teeth and bone. 
The Waterlase MD La-
ser can be used to treat 
cavities, in many cases 
without the patient hav-
ing to receive the shots 
to be numb. Most pa-
tients only feel the cool 
water spray of the laser. 

The Waterlase MD 
Laser can also be used 

for soft tissue proce-
dures, such as reshap-
ing the gum tissue for a 
more aesthetic appear-
ance and periodontal 
procedures. One benefi t 
of utilizing the laser for 
soft tissue procedures is 
minimizing post-opera-
tive discomfort.

Schroeder Dental 
Group provides digital 
imaging with minimal ra-
diation and immediate 
results. The digital imag-
es can be seen from ev-
ery patient room and be 
immediately available to 
the patient.  

Schroeder Den-
tal Group offers a com-
prehensive approach 
to your entire dental 
care needs. Whether 
it’s a routine checkup 
or an advanced proce-
dure, they’re trained in 
the newest dental tech-
niques. They have ex-
perience in the most 
up-to-date dental tech-
nology and treatments 

and gladly accept most 
insurance plans. Plus, 
they offer a payment 
plan that allows patients 
without dental insurance 
to afford the best possi-
ble dental care.

Call 407-886-1611 
for appointments that 
are always customized 
for the patient. Each vis-
it is designed with care-
ful consideration given 
to your fi nancial needs, 
time requirements, com-
fort levels and cosmetic 
wishes. All treatments 
are planned to meet 
the needs you have ex-
pressed and are provid-
ed with exception skill 
and care.

The Schroeder 
Dental Group offi ce is 
located at 527 Weki-
va Commons Circle in 
Apopka.  

Advertisement

Dr. Katrina Schroeder, founder and owner of Schro-
eder Dental Group knows that prevention pays for 
itself, and even small steps can make visible changes 
to your smile and your well-being.

Schroeder Dental Group provides superior oral 
care with courteous and a professional attitude
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
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& Insured

321-689-5866
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Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 6/30/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 6/30/24.
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$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening
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Get the sensational smile you deserve!
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co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 6/30/24.
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RATE FOR PREPAID CLASSIFIED LINE AD
15 words, one week, $6.50; BUT, you can run 

your ad 4 weeks for the price of 3 for only $19.50.
This is a great weekend for YARD SALES!

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

Special Screening Package 
for $149

Call 844-546-9631

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

Special Screening Package 
for $149

Call 844-546-9631
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

who fought tirelessly for 
their freedom and rights. 
It serves as a poignant re-
minder of our nation’s 
complex history and the 
ongoing journey towards 
equality and justice for all. 

In 2021, Juneteenth 
was officially recognized 
as a federal holiday, un-
derscoring its significance 
in the national conscious-
ness. This recognition is 
not merely symbolic; it is a 
call to reflect on our shared 
history and to acknowledge 

the sacrifices and contribu-
tions of African Americans 
throughout the centuries. 

As we honor this day, 
it is crucial to remem-
ber that Juneteenth is not 
just about celebrating the 
past but also about foster-
ing a future where freedom 
and equality are truly re-
alized. It is a day to edu-
cate ourselves and others, 
to engage in meaningful 
dialogue, and to recommit 
to the work that still lies 
ahead in the pursuit of so-
cial justice. 

I encourage all citizens 

to patriciate in the various 
events and activities that 
commemorate Juneteenth. 
Whether through commu-
nity gatherings, education-
al programs, or acts of ser-
vice, let us come together 
to honor this day with the 
respect and recognition it 
deserves. 

As a Senator dedicat-
ed to advancing the cause 
of civil rights and equality, 
I am committed to ensur-
ing that the legacy of June-
teenth continues to inspire 
and guide us. Let us use 
this day as an opportunity 

to reflect on the progress 
we have made and to renew 
our commitment to build-
ing a more just and inclu-
sive society.  

Thank you for join-
ing me in celebrating this 
pivotal day in our nation’s 
history. Together, we can 
honor the past while striv-
ing towards a brighter fu-
ture for all. 

Senator Geraldine F. 
Thompson 

Florida Senate 
District 15

Juneteenth: Became a federal holiday in 2021
Continued from page 4A

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com 
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about 

our Business Profile program.  
Visit www.theapopkachief.com 

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)
My father passed away 

earlier this year after a long 
and full life, devoted to 
God and his family and he 
will be missed greatly this 
year on his Birthday and on 
Father’s Day, but also at ev-
ery other holiday.

I console myself with 
the hope that they celebrate 
Father’s Day in heaven and 
that he can once again cel-
ebrate it with his father, 
and indeed all the fathers 
who have died and gone to 
heaven.

I think what hurt the 
most about my father’s 
passing was simply the real-
ization that he wouldn’t be 
there to talk to. In his last 
years of life, I really enjoyed 
visiting my parents and also 
calling them on the phone. 
Often we would just remi-
nisce about old times or 
talk about what was going 
on in our lives.

When I mentioned to 
one of my brothers that it 
really hurt to not have him 
here to talk to, he said that 

he talked to him every day 
since he passed. I had found 
myself saying things like “I 
miss you Dad” quite often 
since he died, but wasn’t re-
ally having a conversation 
with him.

So I decided to try 
to have a more prolonged 
conversation with him, and 
while I wasn’t audibly hear-
ing his voice, what I think I 
hear now is my Dad’s sage 
advice.

As my father aged his 
advice became wiser, and 
I treasure the memories 
of some of the things he 
was fond of saying, such 
as “Trust in the Lord” and 
“God has been so good to 
me.” My hope and prayer 
for myself, and for all fa-
thers, is that we can become 
wise teachers and sources 
of comfort and support for 
our families.

There is perhaps no 
greater calling for a man 
than to be a father. 

– Christopher Simon
06/21/24

A Prayor for Our Fathers

“Start children off 
on the way they 
should go, and even 
when they are old 
they will not turn 
from it.”
Proverbs 22:6 NIV

A Prayor for Our Fathers

(See message above.)
My father passed away 

earlier this year after a long 
and full life, devoted to 
God and his family and he 
will be missed greatly this 
year on his Birthday and on 
Father’s Day, but also at ev-
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I console myself with 
the hope that they celebrate 
Father’s Day in heaven and 
that he can once again cel-
ebrate it with his father, 
and indeed all the fathers 
who have died and gone to 
heaven.

I think what hurt the 
most about my father’s 
passing was simply the real-
ization that he wouldn’t be 
there to talk to. In his last 
years of life, I really enjoyed 
visiting my parents and also 
calling them on the phone. 
Often we would just remi-
nisce about old times or 
talk about what was going 
on in our lives.

When I mentioned to 
one of my brothers that it 
really hurt to not have him 
here to talk to, he said that 

he talked to him every day 
since he passed. I had found 
myself saying things like “I 
miss you Dad” quite often 
since he died, but wasn’t re-
ally having a conversation 
with him.

So I decided to try 
to have a more prolonged 
conversation with him, and 
while I wasn’t audibly hear-
ing his voice, what I think I 
hear now is my Dad’s sage 
advice.

As my father aged his 
advice became wiser, and 
I treasure the memories 
of some of the things he 
was fond of saying, such 
as “Trust in the Lord” and 
“God has been so good to 
me.” My hope and prayer 
for myself, and for all fa-
thers, is that we can become 
wise teachers and sources 
of comfort and support for 
our families.

There is perhaps no 
greater calling for a man 
than to be a father. 

– Christopher Simon
06/21/24

A Prayor for Our Fathers

“Start children off 
on the way they 
should go, and even 
when they are old 
they will not turn 
from it.”
Proverbs 22:6 NIV

A Prayor for Our Fathers

See Obituaries on page 10A

JOAN K. ALSUP, 86, of Apopka, passed away on June 13, 2024. 
Joan was born in 1937 in Detroit, Michigan, to Charles and Ella Kitley. 
She was preceded in death by: husband, Bill R. Alsup; brother, James 
Kitley; stepdaughter, Suzette Alsup Weeks; stepson, Van Kevin Alsup; 
grandson, Joshua Weeks. Joan is survived by: son, Eric; daughter, Lau-
ra; stepson, Billy Robert; eight grandchildren; extended family and a 
multitude of lifelong friends.

...

MORRIS LEONARD (LEN) HARTLEY, SR., 82, went to be with 
his Lord and Savior on June 11, 2024. Born on August 20, 1941, in 
Springfield, Missouri to Joe Anderson and Mary Alice Hartley. Len is sur-
vived by: wife, Betty Jean Hartley; brother, Joe Hartley (Elaine); sister, 
Mary Carr Givens; children, Morris Hartley (Lisa), Cathy Bates (Todd), 
Beth Strozier (Greg), and David Hartley (Mandy; twelve grandchildren; 
four grandchildren-in-laws; one great-grandson.

...

MARY JOYCE CHANDLER BREJCHA, 79, was called to her 
heavenly home on Monday, June 10th, 2024. Born on September 24, 
1944 to Noval and Myrice Chandler. Joyce is preceded in death by her 
parents Noval and Myrice Chandler; brother, Joel Chandler; grandpar-
ents, Charles and Ruby Culbreth, Joseph and Mammie Chandler. Joyce 
is survived by: husband, Lawrence Brejcha; children, Kellie Borne (Da-
rin), Kimberly Bussell (Jody), Susan Flukinger (Mark), Lauren Brejcha 
Smith (fiance’ Marty Pickett), Charles Brejcha; siblings, Billy Chandler, 
Donnie Chandler, Ricky Chandler, Martha Glass, Ann Hart, Vennesa 
Smith; four grandchilden; five great grandchilden.

...

Obituaries
Free health screenings and other health services 

will be available to all Apopka residents at Unity Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on Sunday, June 23, 2024 from 
11:30am - 1:30pm. The church is located at 465 Oak-
land Avenue in Apopka.

Health screenings 
to be available free

Do you have church 
news you would like 

us to publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief & The Planter 
at 407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121,  

or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com

Honor 
Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about 

our designed Obituaries 
and Memorials or visit 

www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Solutions can be found on page 10A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416 
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416 
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Specials & Entertainment 
Wed., June 19 & Tues., June 25 - Karaoke with Krazy James, 7pm 

Fri., June 21 - Florida Breeze, a 70-80s band. 7pm 
Sat., June 22 - Celebration of NEW Liquor License, 5pm-Midnight
• $2 Margaritas, Specialty Cocktails, and Happy Hour Prices all Night

• Wing Special from 4pm-6pm. 6 Wings for $8 (no take-out orders)
• Pretzels with Guinness Beer Cheese Dip $7.50 and lots more!
• Special Musical Guest, Johnny and the Moondogs, 7pm-10pm

2x4 publish 06/21

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Specials & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Fri., June 21 - Florida Breeze, a 70-80s band. 7pm 
Sat., June 22 - Celebration of NEW Liquor License,5pm-Midnight
• $2 Margaritas, Specialty Cocktails, and Happy Hour Prices all Night

• Wing Special from 4pm-6pm. 6 Wings for $8 (no take-out orders)
• Pretzels with Guinness Beer Cheese Dip $7.50 and lots more!
• Special Musical Guest, Johnny and the Moondogs, 7pm-10pm

Tues., June 25 - Karaoke with Krazy James, 7pm 

1-877-885-1767 or 
visit PittmanDavis.com/P4YN07

Only $31.99 (reg. $36.99) Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
Valid through 08/08/24 at noon or while supplies last. 

IC: 

Georgia 
Peaches

NOW ONLY 
$3199
SAVE $5

Reg. Price $36.99

1-877-885-1767 or 
visit PittmanDavis.com/P4YN07

Only $31.99 (reg. $36.99) Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
Valid through 08/08/24 at noon or while supplies last. 

IC: 

Georgia 
Peaches

NOW ONLY 
$3199
SAVE $5

Reg. Price $36.99

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Joan K. Alsup, age 86, of 
Apopka, Florida, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her 
children on June 13, 2024. She 
was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband of 41 years, 
Bill R. Alsup, her brother James 
Kitley, stepdaughter Suzette 
Alsup Weeks, stepson Van 
Kevin Alsup, and grandson 
Joshua Weeks.

Joan was born in 1937 in 
Detroit, Michigan, to Charles 
and Ella Kitley. She attended 
Albion College and, true to her 
nature, forged enduring friend-
ships.  She later relocated with 
her family to Apopka in 1973. 
Together with her husband, she 
owned and operated Quality 

Gardens Nursery, becoming a 
cherished part of the Apopka 
community.

A woman of faith, Joan 
was an active member of First 
Methodist Church Apopka for 
50 years, where she found 
spiritual fulfi llment and lasting 
friendships. Her community 
involvement extended beyond 
church walls; she was a dedi-
cated member of the Apopka 
Woman’s Club, Northwest 
Orange Republican Women, the 
Miss Apopka Foliage Pageant 
Committee, DAR Orlando 
Chapter and The Foliage Gar-
den Club of Apopka. Joan pas-
sionately engaged in local and 
state politics, tirelessly advocat-
ing for Republican candidates 
whom she believed would best 
serve her community.

Known for her warm smile 
and generous spirit, Joan never 
hesitated to welcome newcom-
ers to Apopka, recalling the 
kindness shown to her when 
she fi rst arrived. She leaves 
behind a legacy of compassion 

and community service 
that will be cherished by 
all who knew her.

Joan is survived by her 
son Eric and daughter Laura of 
Apopka, stepson Billy Robert of 
Hot Springs, AR, grandchildren 
Aaron, Jonathan, Andrew, 
Stephen, Wendy, Jennifer, Alex, 
and Aubrey, extended fam-
ily and a multitude of lifelong 
friends.

A visitation will be held 
on Friday, June 21, 2024 at 
10:00AM, followed by a service 
at 11:00AM at the  First Method-
ist Church Apopka, offi ciated 
by Rev. John Fisher. Private 
interment will follow at Edge-
wood/Greenwood Cemetery 
for the family. In lieu of fl owers, 
the family suggests memorial 
donations to the First Methodist 
Church Apopka or the Apopka 
Woman’s Club Scholarship 
Fund.

Arrangements are entrust-
ed to Loomis Funeral Home. 
loomisfuneralhomes.com

Joan K. Alsup

Morris Leonard (Len) 
Hartley, Sr. went to be with his 
Lord and Savior on June 11, 
2024, surrounded by family. 
Born on August 20, 1941, in 
Springfi eld, Missouri to Joe 
Anderson and Mary Alice 
Hartley, he spent his formative 
years in South Alabama and 
North Florida. In the early 60’s 
Len moved to Orlando, Florida, 
where in 1964 he started a 
successful business (H&H 
Products) and in 1965 married 
Betty Jean (Williams) Hartley.

He was a loving husband 
to Betty, a devoted father to 
his four children, a beloved 
grandfather to twelve grandkids 
and a great grandfather to one 
great grandson. Len cared 
deeply about his friends, was 
passionate about his business, 

and impacted everyone 

he encountered. His strong 
faith in Jesus Christ led him to 
share the gospel with many of 
those around him, including the 
nursing staff and doctors in the 
hospitals in his last days. He 
faced life with determination 
and a work ethic that was an 
example to all. 

Len is survived by his 
wife, Betty Jean Hartley; his 
brother, Joe Hartley (Elaine); 
his sister Mary Carr Givens; his 
four children and their spouses; 
Morris Hartley (Lisa), Cathy 
Bates (Todd), Beth Strozier 
(Greg), and David Hartley 
(Mandy). Twelve grandchildren 
and four grandchildren-in-laws; 
Jimmy (Alexandria), Jonathan, 
Anna, and Ashley Hartley; 
Ansley, Seth (Jesse), and Caleb 
Bates; Mary Grace (Carter), Ka-
tie (Adam), and Sam Strozier; 

Tate and Sadie Hartley and 
great-grandson Oliver Hartley.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on June 29th at First 
Baptist Church/Orlando, in the 
Henry Chapel, at 11:00 AM with 
a reception to follow. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorial contributions 
can be made to Man in the Mir-
ror Ministries or Grace Medical 
Home. 

Links are below. 
https://www.gracemedicalhome.
org/donate
https://maninthemirror.org/give/

Morris Leonard (Len) Hartley, Sr.

On Monday, June 10th, Mary Joyce Chandler 
Brejcha loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister, aunt 
and friend was called to her heavenly home at the age 
of 79.  Surrounded by her family after a courageous 
battle with Pancreatic Cancer.

 Joyce was third of eight children born on 
September 24, 1944 in Orlando, Florida to Noval and 
Myrice Chandler. She grew up in Plym-
outh, Florida and attended Plymouth 
Baptiest Church with her siblings and 
other family.   She met her husband, 
Lawrence Brejcha in Rosehill, Texas in 
1985.  They were united in marriage on 
December 24, 1985 in Apopka, Florida.  
Joyce and Lawrence resided in Waller 
Texas during their 39 years of marriage 
and farmed various crops during that 
time.

 Joyce grauduated from Apopka 
Memorial High School in 1963.  Shortly 
after graduation, moved to Houston, 
Texas and worked for Oshman’s 
Sporting Goods, The Western Company and other 
places during her working career.  After retirement she 
enjoyed gardening, helping Lawrence around the farm 
and caring for her grandchildren.  Her lastest joy was 
the enlistment and granduation from boot camp of her 

granddaugher Sara in the United States Army.
 Joyce is survived by her husband, 

Lawrence Brejcha, daughters, Kellie Borne (Darin) of 
Beaumont, Texas, Kimberly Bussell (Jody) of Louisana, 
Susan Flukinger (Mark) of Waller, Texas, Lauren Brej-
cha Smith (fi ance’ Marty Pickett) of Waller, Texas, and 
son, Charles Brejcha of Waller, Texas.

Brothers, Billy Chandler of Eustis, Florida, Donnie 
Chandler of Sorrento, Florida, and Ricky Chandler of 

Apopka, Florida.  Sisters, Martha 
Glass of Orlando, Ann Hart of Apopka, 
Florida, and Vennesa Smith of Buffalo, 
Texas.

Grandchilden, Kayla Moore 
of Beaumont Texas, Lyndi Dinger of 
Beaumont, Texas. Private Second 
Class Sara Chandler King stationed 
at Fort Cavazos, Texas, Kody Thomas 
King of Whitesburg, Kentucky

 And fi ve great grandchilden 
Daisy, Silas, Colsen, Rayna and 
Kyson.

 Joyce is preceded in death by 
her parents Noval and Myrice Chan-

dler, brother, Joel Chandler, grandparents, Charles and 
Ruby Culbreth, Joseph and Mammie Chandler.

The Funeral service is scheduled for Friday, 
June 21st at 10:00 am at the Conquest Cementary 
on Yothers Road, Zellwood Florida.  Offi ciated by her 
brother-in-law, Ed Smith.

Mary Joyce Chandler Brejcha
September 24, 1944 ••• June 10, 2024
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ACHOOL IS OUT	 Traffi	c	 patterns	
changed.	 	 Stormy	 weather	 comes	
and	goes!	Be	careful	with	your	um-
brellas.	 And	 always	 watch	 out	 for	
those	 pedestrians...	 and	 ducks.	
DON’T	 TEXT	 WHILE	 DRIVING	 -	
Please!	YOU	WILL	PAY	A	FINE.

Children	must	be	fi	ve	years	old	on	or	
before	September	1	 to	start	kinder-
garten.	To	enter	 fi	rst	 grade,	a	 child	
must	 be	 six	 years	 old	 on	 or	 before	
September	 1	 and	 must	 have	 suc-
cessfully	 completed	 kindergarten	
(Florida	 Statute	 1003.21).	 Immuni-
zations	must	be	current.

UNLESS	 CHANGED:	 School	 Start	
Times	for	Elementary	School	&	K-8:		
8	 a.m.,	 Middle	 School:	 9:30	 a.m.,	
High	school:	7:10	a.m.

City	 of	 Apopka’s	 Northwest	 Recre-
ation	Complex,	3710	Jason	Dwelley	
Parkway,	 Apopka	 32712,	 407-703-
1784.	 On	 any	 given	 weekend,	 you	
can	 see	 many,	 many	 families	 in	
attendance	 at	 the	 beautiful	 com-
plex	 setting	 participating	 in	 various	
organized	 sport	 programs,	 Ameni-
ties	 at	 the	 complex	 include:	 Soc-
cer	Fields,	Softball	Fields,	Baseball	
Fields,	 Multi-Purpose	 Fields,	 Sand	
Volleyball	 Courts,	 Outdoor	 Basket-
ball	Courts,	Tennis	Courts,	Walking 
Trail,	 Amphitheater,	 Playground,	
Concession	Stands.

11-mile	wildlife	drive	(complete	with	
directional	 signs)	 (opened	 in	 2015)	
on	 Lake	 Apopka	 shores,	 by	 enter-
ing	from	Lust	Road	off	Binion	Road,	
about	a	mile	 south	of	Camp	Wewa	
in	 the	 Plymouth	 area,	 for	 one-way	
drive,	 10	miles	 per	 hour,	 with	 pos-
sible	 wildlife	 spotting	 stops.	 DO	
NOT	FEED	THE	GATORS	-	IT	MAY	
CAUSE	 CLOSING	 OF	 THE	 TRAIL	
If	 you	 are	 stopping,	 drive	 will	 take	
more	than	1	hour.	Drive	runs	by	ca-
nals	used	in	muck-farming	days.	The	
one-way	drive	exits	on	Jones	Road	
in	 Zellwood.	 You	 will	 see	 a	 fresh-
water	 marsh	 system	 and	 wildlife	
dependent	 on	 that	 type	 of	 system.	
The	drive	is	open	on	Fridays,	Satur-
days	and	Sundays	and	federal	holi-
days	and	is	controlled	by	the	county.	
Open	 during	 daylight	 hours	 only	
(one	hour	after	sunrise	and	one	hour	
before	 sunset).	Offi	cial	 sunrise	 and	
sunset	hours	can	be	found	online.		
The	road	is	closed	on	other	days	due	
to	ongoing	restoration	work.	The	trail	
is	11	miles	long.	

WEKIWA	 SPRINGS	 STATE	 PARK 
is	a	7,000-acre	Florida	State	Park	in	
Apopka,	Florida.	It	is	located	20	min-
utes	north	of	Orlando,	off	 Interstate	
4	at	exit	94,	near	Altamonte	Springs	
and	Longwood.	The	park	also	 con-
tains	 the	head	water	of	 the	Wekiva	
River.	Address:	1800	Wekiwa	Circle,	
Apopka	32712,	open	 from	9	a.m.-5	
p.m.	 For	 information,	 call	 407-884-
4311

FRAN	CARLTON	CENTER	OPEN,	

for	seniors	-	senior	activities	at
Fran	Carlton	Center.
	CALL	407-703-1642	

FOR	INFORMATION  	.

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 FRI-
DAYS	 at	 9:00	 a.m.	 at	 11	N.	 Forest	
Ave.,	 at	 the	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center..	
Call	407-703-1642	for	information.
.
CENTRAL	 FL	 CHRISTIAN	 CHAM-
BER	OF	COMMERCE,	1806	S	Bay	
St.,	 Eustis,	 has	 Fellowship	 Friday	
meetings.	 For	 complete	 details	 of	
all	 chamber	 events,	 visit	 cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-chamber.
Contact:	 latrondra@cfchristian-
chamber.com

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

VFW	 POST	 10147	 continues	 to	
have	 its	 fund	 raising	 breakfast	 on	
the	the	third	Saturday	of	the	month	, 
from	8-10	a.m.	at	519	S.	Central	Av-
enue.	Cost	is	only	$7.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 Satur-
day,	 9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	 E.	 FIFTH	
STREET,	 APOPKA.	 Managed	 by	
Apopka	Historical	Society.	Call	407-
703-1624	for	info.

AVIAN	 RECONDITIONING	 CEN-
TER,	 for	 birds	 of	 prey,	 323	 Lester	
Rd.,	Apopka,	hours:	9:30-1:30	p.m.,	
The	center	is	open	on	Saturdays	to	
the	public,	weather	permitting.	Call	
407-461-1056	for	information.

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23

MONDAY, JUNE 24

FITNESS	CLASS,	MONDAYS	9-10	
a.m.	11	N.	Forest	Ave	at	Fran	Carl-
ton	 Center.	 Masks	 not	 required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

CRAFTS	 &	 CHATTER:	 9:30-12	
noon.	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	
Forest	 Ave.Masks	 required.	 Tem-
perature	 taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info.

OVEREATERS	 ANONYMOUS 
meets	Mondays	at	6:30	p.m.,	Epis-
copal	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	601	
S.	Highland	Avenue.	 If	 you	 have	 a	
problem	with	food	–	overeating,	an-
orexia,	bulimia	–	 there	 is	a	solution	
for	 you.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	
OA.org	or	call	Carrie	781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS:	 Forest	 Lake	
Church	 by	 Zoom.	 Time:	 7	 p.m.,	
Open	 to	 everyone	 interested.	 For	
information,	call	407-761-2943.	Club	
Number:	4899556,	District	84,	Area	
D42.	Orators	of	Excellence

TUESDAY, JUNE 25

THE	 SERTOMA	 CLUB	 meets	 the	

fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesday	 of	 each	
month,	beginning	at	11:30-noon,	at	
Beef	‘O’	Brady’s	in	The	Back	Room,	
1410	Rock	Springs	Rd.,	Apopka.		In-
terested	 communitiy	 members	 are	
encouraged	 to	 attend	 and	 get	 ac-
quainted.	 Meetings	 have	 resumed	
on	 fi	rst	 and	 third	Tuesdays.	Masks	
are	encouraged.

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	 11	 N.	 Forest	 Ave.	 at	 Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info

ART	 CLASS.	 	 9:30-12	 noon.	 Fran	
Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	 Ave.	
Masks	 required.	 Temperature	 tak-
en.	Pre-register.	Call	 407-703-1642	
for	info.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26

,The	 Altamonte	 Springs	 /	 Apopka	
VFW	POST	 10147.	 is	 NOW	OPEN 
Wednesday	and	Saturday	Mornings	
from	(TIME	CHANGE)	8:00	to	10:00	
a.m.	 for	 coffee	 and	 doughnuts.	
(other	 hours	 by	 appointment	 only).	
3rd	Saturday	of	the	month	is	VFW’s	
fundraising	 breakfast,	 Also,	 eve-
nings	of	Tribute	music	are	planned.	
Call	 407-889-8266,	 or	 email	 info@
vfwpost10147.com	 for	 information.		
The	VFW	Auxiliary	has	been	formed	
and	is	active	as	well.	Don’t	forget	to	
visit	its	excellent	Military	Museum.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info..

SENIOR	CHAIR	EXERCISE,	 10-11	
a.m.,	 Billie	 Dean	 Community	 Cen-
ter,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	.	Masks	not	
required	 while	 exercising,	 but	 are	
when	 socializing	 before	 and	 after	
class.	Temperature	 taken	on	entry.	
Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-1642	 for	
info

CITY	OF	 APOPKA	DRC	 (Develop-
ment	Review	Committee)	meets	ev-
ery	Wednesday	at	9	a.m.-10	a.m.	(or	
as	 long	as	necessary)	at	City	Hall,	
120	E.	Main	Street,	Apopka.	Check	
for	the	online	version.

BRIDGE	 CLASS.	 9:30-12	 noon.	
Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	
Ave.Masks	 required.	 Temperatures	
taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-
1642	for	info.

TOPS	 CHAPTER	 #646.	 (Take	 Off	
Pounds	 Sensibly),	 TOPS,	 a	 non-
profi	t	 organization,	 will	 help	 you	
reach	 a	 weight	 goal	 with	 support	
from	friendly,	caring	members,	edu-
cation,	and	rewards.	Each	Thursday	
weigh-in	begins	at	9:00	a.m.	–	meet-
ing	ends	at	10:15	a.m..	Come	to	its	

NEW	 location	 220	 W.	 Horatio	 Av-
enue,	 Maitland,	 FL	 32751	 to	 meet	
with	others	who	have	a	 like-minded	
goal	to	lose	weight.	No	products,	no	
specifi	c	diet	to	follow,	no	meds.	Call	
407-580-0897	for	more	information.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
on	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	and	Fri-
days,	12	noon-5	p.m.	and	Saturday	
9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	E	Fifth	St.	 407-
703-1642	for	info.

EARLY	 BIRD	 BINGO	 at	 Bahia	
Shrine	 Center,	 3101	 E.	 Semoran	
Blvd..	 Doors	 open	 at	 5	 p.m.,	 and	
the	early	bird	game	starts	at	6	p.m.	
For	more	 information,	call	407-660-
8811.
TOASTMASTERS:	still	meeting	ev-
ery	WEDNESDAY,	7:00	p.m.	 -	8:30	
p.m.,	 by	 zoom.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	407-765-2629	or	visit	www.
Apopkatoastmasters.com.
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SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

ROTARY	CLUB	OF	APOPKA	-	For	
information,	call	407-415-6588.	Call	
for	updated	information	on	meetings	
and	location.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
from	noon	to	5	p.m.	on	Wednesdays,	
Thursdays,	 Fridays,	 and	 Saturdays	
from	 9	 a.m.-noon.	 120	 E	 Fifth	 St.	
Call	407-703-1624	for	info.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July	 4th	 -	 Apopka	 Amphitheater,	
3710	 Jason	 Dwelley	 Parkway,	 fea-
turing	 David	 J	 and	 Emily	 Henline,	
two	 emerging	 young	 talents	 of	
Nashville.	This	celebration	is	set	for	
Thursday,	July	4,	from	6-9	p.m.,	with	
fi	reworks	at	9	p.m.

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida	 Railroad	 Museum,	 101	 S.	
Boyd	Street,	Winter	Garden,	is	open	
Tuesday-Saturday,	11-3	each	week	
excluding	 holidays.	 For	 info,	 call	
407-656-0559.	.	Must	see.
  
CITY	 COUNCIL	 MEETINGS	 are	
public	 and	 will	 also	 be	 broadcast	
on	 this	 shortened	 link:	 https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb,	 and	 are	 normally	 held	
the	 fi	rst	 Wednesday	 at	 1:30	 p.m.,	
and	third	Wednesday	at	7	p.m.	in	the	
City	 Council	 Chambers,	 City	 Hall,	

120	 E.	 Main	 St.,	 Apopka.	 Subject	
to	change	with	notice.	For	info.,	call	
City	 Clerk	 407-703-1704.	 Agenda	
and	 minutes	 of	 meeting	 can	 be	
found	online.	Once	posted,	check	for	
any	revisions	by	Tuesday	at	5	p.m.	
before	the	meeting	

FOLIAGE	GARDEN	CLUB	OF	AP-
OPKA,	 meets	 the	 fi	rst	 Thursday	 of	
each	 month,	 September	 through	
May,	at	9:45	a.m.	at	the	Alonza	Wil-
liam	 Park	 /	 Billie	 Dean	 Community	
Center,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	Apopka.	
Contact:	 apopkafgca@gmail.com-
NO	MEETINGS	JUNE-AUGUST.

FREE	 PLANT	 CLINIC	 in	 Apopka	
is	open	on	Tuesdays.	Do	you	have	
problems	with	your	plants	or	 lawn?	
Let	 a	 Master	 Gardener	 help.	 Or-
ange	 County	 residents	 can	 bring	
their	questions	and	samples	to	UF/
IFAS	 Extension	 Master	 Gardener	
volunteers	 at	 the	 UF/IFAS	 Mid-
Florida	Research	Education	Center	
(MREC),	 2725	Binion	Road,	Apop-
ka,	32703;	9	a.m.-12	Tuesdays;	407-
254-9200.	 Questions	 and	 photos	
can	 be	 emailed	 to	 orangecomgv@
ifas.ufl	.edu.	to	be	answered	by	Mas-
ter	Gardeners.	A	free	plant	clinic	for	
commercial	 growers	 is	 open	Tues-
days	1-4	p.m.		at	the	same	location.
 
KIWANIS	 CLUB	 OF	 APOPKA	 IS	
now	 meeting	 MONTHLY	 on	 the	
3rd	Tuesday	at	8	a.m.	at	Seacoast	
Bank,	 345	E	Main	Street,	Apopka.	
Contact	407-464-4606	 for	 informa-
tion	

BROWN	BAG	 LUNCH	 -	 Third	 Sat-
urday	 of	 each	 month,	 Episcopal	
Church	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 at	 the	
corner	 of	 Highland	 and	 6th	 St.,	
Apopka,	from	10	a.m.-12	p.m.,	offer	
to	all	who	come	a	brown	bag	lunch.	
In	addition,	men’s	 socks,	 fl	ip	 fl	ops,	
stuffed	animals,	some	clothing,	chil-
dren’s	books	and	pet	food	which	is	
donated	by	My	Pet	World,	Apopka,	
may	 be	 available.	 If	 interested	 in	
volunteering,	 call	 Debbie	 at	 407-
620-5081	for	information.

APOPKA	 FOLIAGE	 TOASTMAS-
TER’S	 CLUB,	 Monday,	 7	 p.m.,	 on	
Zoom,	Apopka.	407-765-2629.

NWOC	 FFA	 Alumni	 –	 Monthly	
meetings	 (usually	 the	 4th	 Monday	
evening	in	a	month	during	the	school	
year)	are	open	to	anyone.	(Looking	
for	more	information)                        

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 122	 E	
5th	 Street,	 Hours	 open:	Wednesay	
to	 Friday.	 from	 noon-5	 p.m.,	 and	
Saturdays	 from	9	 a.m.-1	 p.m...	 Ad-
mission	 is	 free.	 Contains	 displays	
and	 information	 about	 Apopka’s	
history,	 and	 has	 history	 books	 for	
sale.	 Monthly	 meetings	 of	 Apopka	
Historical	Society	are	normally	held	
on	 a	 Sunday	 afternoon.	 For	 more	
information,	 go	 to	www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE	APOPKA	ELKS	LODGE	2422	
meets	 fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesdays	 of	
month,	 201	 W.	 Orange.	 For	 more	
information,	 call	 407-886-1600	 or	
email	 apopkaelks@aol.com	 Bar	
Bingo	every	Monday	night	at	7	p.m.	
promptly.

GFWC	APOPKA	WOMAN’S	CLUB,	
meets	 at	 First	 United	 Methodist	
Church,	 201	 N.	 Park	 Avenue.	 Call	
407-880-2111	for	more	information.

CITY	 OF	 APOPKA	 PLANNING	 &	
ZONING	-	usually	the	second	Tues-
day	 of	 the	 month.	 5:30	 p.m.	 City	
Council	Chambers,	City	Hall,	120	E.	
Main	St.,	Apopka.	All	meetings	open	
to	the	public.	Subject	to	change	with	
notice.	 For	 info.,	 call	 David	 Moon,	
407-703-1739.	

BRIDGE	 GAMES	 AND	 CLASSES:	
Every	 Monday	 and	 Friday	 morning	
at	 9:15	 a.m.,	 at	 the	 Lake	 County	
Duplicate	Bridge	Club,	 510	W.	Key	
Ave.,	 Eustis.	 For	more	 information,	
call	352-315-9934	or	visit	 lakedupli-
cate.com.	  

COMPUTER	 CLASSES	 in	 both	
English	and	Spanish:	Available	daily	
or	 weekly	 at	 OCLS	 North	 Orange	
Branch.*	Classes	are:	Computer	Ba-
sics,	 Excel,	 Word	 Resume	 Writing,	
Email	for	Seniors,	ELLIS	English	Lab,	
Word,	 Online	 Job	 Searches,	 Power	
Point,	 Internet,	 Open	 Lab,	 How	 to	
use	a	mouse	and	keyboard,	etc.	Call	
OCLS	 North	 Orange	 Branch*	 for	
more	details.

HABITAT	 VOLUNTEERS:	 Go	 to	
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,	
click	 on	 volunteers.	 There	 are	 a	
number	of	opportunities	available	at	
the	Restores.	Call		407-696-5855		or	
407-880-8881	to	sign	up	for	informa-
tion.

***********
(OCLS)	 Orange	 County	 Public	
Library	 North	 Orange	 Branch	 Ad-
dress:	 1211	 E.	 Semoran	 Boule-
vard,	 Apopka	 436	 (Semoran)	 and	
Thompson	Road.	www.ocls.info.	To	
reserve	a	space,	call	407-835-7323.	
The	library	is	now	open	again	Mon-
Sat.	10	a.m.-5:30	p.m..	and	Sunday	
afternoons

*Apopka	 Area	 Chamber	 of	 Com-
merce,	180	E.	Main	St.,	Apopka.	For	
more	info,	call	407-886-1441

COMMUNITY	EVENTS	
CALENDAR	INFORMATION

Events,	fund	raisers,	
and	non-profi	t	organizations

	info:	fax	407-889-4121,	or	email	
ads@theapopkachief.com

Subscribe	to	The	Apopka	Chief	
E-Edition	or	Home	Delivery

Call	407-886-2777	or	
Visit	www.theapopkachief.com
In	County:	$30	with	E-edition,	or
$25	for	just	postal	delivery.	

Out-of-County:	$35	with	E-Edition	or	
$30	for	postal	delivery
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	 C h i c k e n ,	
Italiano	 comes	
from	 Paths of 
Sunshine	 cook-
book.	 The	 ac-
c om p a n y i n g	
note	 instructs:	
“Prepare	 this	
recipe	 the	 day	
before	serving	to	allow	melding	of	fla-
vors.”	
	 The	 book	 titled	 Gullah Geechee 
Home Cooking, Recipes from the Ma-
triarch of Edisto Island, (South Caro-
lina),	 Emily	 Meggett’s	 Fried	 Grits	 are	
terrific.	You	can	have	 them	 for	break-
fast	or	 for	supper,	as	 I	had	 last	night!	
They	are	really	good.
	 How	 about	 a	 Crustless	 Spinach	
Quiche?	It	 looks	pretty	good.	You	can	
freeze	 it	 and	 reheat	 it	 without	 thaw-
ing!	We	 thank	Mary	Akerman	 Barnes	
for	this	recipe	that	we	found	in	Treas-
ures and Pleasures	 cookbook	put	out	
in	1990	by	First	Presbyterian	Church	of	
Apopka.
	 Neoma	Knox’s	Broccoli	 and	Cau-
liflower	Salad	 is	so	 tasty.	Neoma	was	
our	General	Manager	for	many	years,	
but	 she	 has	 left	 this	 life	 behind.	 We	
loved	 her	 very	 much.	 She	 did	 leave	
us	her	spectacular	broccoli	and	cauli-
flower	salad	along	with	many	beautiful	
memories.	We	thank	New	Vision	Com-
munity	Church	for	sharing	the	recipe	in	
their	book	titled,	“Feeding the Flock.”
	 Blackberry	 Cobbler	 from	 Orion	
Storm	Rusch	 in	The Spice of Veith	 is	
a	great	basic	recipe	that	you	could	ex-
periment	 with	 other	 fruits	 if	 you	 don’t	
have	blackberries.	It	looks	pretty	yum-
my!
	 Neat	 and	 Sweet	 Farms	 in	 Lake-
land	 shares	 their	 Peach	 Ice	 Cream	
recipe	with	Field to Feast,	and	we	take	
full	 advantage!	We	 pass	 on	 this	 treat	
to	you,	our	readers,	in	time	for	your	IN-
DEPENDENCE	DAY	celebration	within	
the	next	couple	of	weeks.

CHICKEN, ITALIANO
Recipe	from

 PATHS OF SUNSHINE COOKBOOK
8 chicken breasts, skinned, boned,  
   split (16 pieces)
1/2 cup red table wine
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon garlic granules
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
2 cups seasoned stuffing mix, 

   divided
1 tablespoon Parmesan cheese,  
   grated
1 (8 ounce) carton sour cream
1/2 cup slivered almonds, blanched
1/4 cup butter, melted
	 Place	 chicken	 in	 flat	 plastic	 con-
tainer	(with	cover).	Blend	wine,	 lemon	
juice,	garlic	and	pepper	together.	Pour	
over	chicken	breasts,	cover	and	refrig-
erate	for	2	to	3	hours,	turning	container	
over	several	times	during	this	period	to	
thoroughly	 marinate	 the	 pieces.	 Toss	
together	 1-1/2	 cups	 stuffing	 mix	 and	
cheese.	Drain	chicken	breasts	and	pat	
dry	with	paper	 toweling.	Coat	chicken	
thoroughly	 with	 sour	 cream.	 Dredge	
the	 chicken	 pieces	 with	 the	 1-1/2	
cups	cheese-stuffing	mix.	Place	chick-
en	 pieces,	 closely	 together,	 in	 casse-
role	 dish.	 Cover	 and	 refrigerate.	 Be-
fore	baking,	sprinkle	with	reserved	1/2	
cup	stuffing	mix,	slivered	almonds	and	
melted	butter.	Bake	at	325	degrees	for	
1	 hour	 or	 until	 chicken	 is	 fork	 tender.	
Place	chicken	pieces	on	warm	serving	
platter.	 Additional	 Parmesan	 cheese	
may	be	passed.	Serves	6	generously.

EMILY MEGGETT’S FRIED GRITS
Gullah Geechee Home Cooking,

Recipes from the 
Matriarch of Edisto Island

2 cups yellow or white grits
1 large egg, beaten
1/2 cup milk, whole or 2-percent
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter
1/4 cup vegetable oil
	 1)	Cook	the	grits	according	to	pack-
age	instructions.	2)	Spray	a	5	x	9-inch	
loaf	pan	with	cooking	spray.	Pour	 the	
cooked	grits	 into	 the	pan.	Refrigerate	
until	cold.	Grits	can	also	be	cooked	in	
the	morning	and	 refrigerated,	and	will	
be	ready	to	fry	for	supper.	3)	Remove	
the	grits	 from	the	pan	and	place	on	a	
cutting	 board.	 The	 grits	 should	 be	 a	
firm	loaf.	Cut	the	grits	into	slices	a	little	
thicker	than	a	slice	of	bread.	Set	aside.	
4)	In	a	mixing	bowl,	beat	the	egg,	then	
add	the	milk	and	stir	 together.	One	at	
a	 time,	 place	 the	 grits	 slices	 into	 the	
bowl	and	coat	with	the	egg	mixture.	Be	
careful	not	to	break	the	slices.	5)	Sprin-
kle	flour	lightly	on	a	piece	of	waxed	pa-
per.	Place	the	slices	on	the	floured	pa-
per.	Then	sprinkle	the	top	of	each	slice	
with	flour.	6)	In	a	cast-iron	skillet,	melt	
the	butter	over	medium-high	heat,	then	

add	the	oil.	The	oil	will	prevent	the	but-
ter	 from	 burning.	 7)	 Place	 the	 sliced	
grits	in	the	butter	and	oil	and	cook	for	
about	 2	 minutes	 on	 each	 side,	 until	
golden	brown.	Cook	over	medium-high	
heat	so	the	slices	will	not	burn.

MARY AKERMAN BARNES’ 
CRUSTLESS SPINACH QUICHE
Treasures and Pleasures, 1990 

Presbyterian	Women,	
First	Presbyterian	Church,	Apopka

10-ounce pkg frozen chopped 
   spinach
1 pound shredded Cheddar cheese
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 cup flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking powder
2 eggs, beaten
1 cup milk
1/4 cup melted butter
	 Cook	 spinach	 and	 drain	 well,	
squeezing	out	excess	water.	Combine	
with	the	cheese	and	onion.	Set	aside.	
Preheat	 oven	 to	 350	 degrees.	 Com-
bine	flour,	salt	and	baking	powder.	Add	
eggs,	 milk,	 and	 butter.	 Mix	 well.	 Add	
spinach	and	cheese	mixture.	Pour	into	
lightly	 greased	 13	 x	 9	 x	 2-inch	 pan.	
Bake	 at	 350	 degrees	 for	 35	minutes.	
Let	 cool	 slightly;	 then	 cut	 into	 1-inch	
squares.	Can	be	 frozen	and	reheated	
(without	thawing)	at	300	degrees	for	15	
minutes.	Yield:	12	squares.

NEOMA KNOX’S
BROCCOLI AND CAULIFLOWER 

SALAD,
Recipe	from	New	Vision	
Community	Church’s

Feeding the Flock
1 bunch cauliflower
1 bunch broccoli
5 strips crisp bacon
1/2 cup medium size red onion
1/2 cup golden raisins
Dressing:
1 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon cider vinegar
	 Break	 and	 cut	 broccoli	 and	 cauli-
flower	 into	 bite-sized	 pieces.	 Brocco-
li	stems	may	be	used	if	peeled	to	soft	
center.	(Hint:	 large	pieces	are	easy	to	
strip.)	 Break	 bacon	 into	 small	 pieces.	
Slice	the	onion	into	rings.	Mix	all	the	in-
gredients	together.
	 Dressing:	 Combine	 mayonnaise,	
sugar	and	vinegar;	pour	over	 the	sal-

ad	and	mix	well.	Refrigerate	in	air-tight	
container.	Chill	at	 least	 four	hours;	 tip	
container	 to	 spread	 dressing	 evenly	
throughout.

ORION STORM RUSCH’S 
BLACKBERRY COBBLER

The Spice of Veith
4 cups fresh blackberries
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 large egg
1 cup sugar
1 cup flour
6 tablespoons butter, melted
	 Preheat	 oven	 to	 375	 degrees.	
Place	blackberries	in	a	lightly	greased	
8-inch	square	baking	dish;	sprinkle	with	
lemon	 juice.	 Stir	 together	 egg,	 sugar	
and	flour	 in	a	medium	bowl	until	mix-
ture	resembles	a	coarse	meal.	Sprinkle	
over	 fruit.	Drizzle	 butter	 over	 topping.	
Bake	 at	 375	 degrees	 for	 35	 minutes	
or	until	lightly	browned	and	bubbly.	Let	
stand	10	minutes.	
	 Serve	with	whipped	 cream,	 if	 de-
sired.	Garnish	with	 a	 fresh	mint	 sprig	
(optional).	 This	 can	 also	 bake	 for	 the	
same	 amount	 of	 time	 in	 6	 (8	 ounce)	
ramekins	 on	 an	 aluminum	 foil	 lined	
baking	 sheet	 for	 individual	 servings.	
Serves	6.

NEAT AND SWEET FARMS, 
LAKELAND, 

PEACH ICE CREAM
Recipe	from	Field to Feast

2-1/2 pounds fresh peaches, 
   peeled, pitted, and chopped
1 cup sugar
1 pint half-and-half
14-ounce can sweetened 
   condensed milk
12-ounce can evaporated milk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups whole milk, or as needed
	 Working	in	batches,	puree	peach-
es	 with	 sugar	 and	 half-and-half	 in	 a	
blender	 or	 food	 processor.	 Combine	
peach	mixture,	sweetened	condensed	
milk,	 evaporated	milk,	 and	 vanilla	 ex-
tract	in	a	large	bowl.	Pour	into	a	1-gal-
lon	ice	cream	maker,	then	add	enough	
whole	milk	to	reach	the	fill	line,	about	2	
cups.	Freeze	according	to	manufactur-
er’s	instructions.	Transfer	to	a	freezer-
safe	container	and	freeze	until	firm.

Crustless spinach quiche can be frozen and reheated without thawing

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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Top 5 Most Common Car 
Maintenance Services

1. Oil and Filter Changes. 
An Oil change is the most crucial 

service for your vehicle.
2. Tire Rotation. Routine tire 
rotation service will help spread 
tire wear evenly across all four 

of your tires.
3. Brake service.

4. Transmission Service.
5. Air Filter Replacement.

KEEP THOSE WHEELS ROLLING... 

GENERAL SERVICE: 
AUTO-BASICS

The ABCs of 
basic car 

care include:
A – Always follow a 
   vehicle service schedule.
B – Be sure to have your       
   car inspected when you   
   suspect there is a 
   problem.
C – Correct the problem 
   to help avoid the 
   inconvenience and
   potential safety 
   hazards of breaking 
   down away from home.
By following these three 

basic car care tips, 
motorists can address 

minor issues before 
they become more 

complicated and more
 expensive repairs.
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GENERAL SERVICE: AUTO-BASICS
The ABCs of basic car care include:
A – Always follow a vehicle 
      service schedule.
B – Be sure to have your car 
       inspected when you suspect 
       there is a problem.
C – Correct the problem to help 
       avoid the inconvenience and 
       potential safety hazards of 
       breaking down away from 
       home.
By following these three basic car care 

tips, motorists can address minor issues 
before they become more complicated 

and more expensive repairs.
MAINTENANCE - 

YOUR PROTECTION

Photos courtesy of Miss 
Apopka Organization/Facebook

Top: At the Miss Flori-
da Competition send off 
on June 18 at the Apop-
ka Museum, Miss Apopka 
Reilly Cardella (r) poses 
with 2019 Miss Apopka 
Madison Zavitz (l) and 
Miss Apopka Organiza-
tion Chair Rosali Morris 
(c). Bottom: Pictured (l 
to r) are Francina Boykin 
and Charlotte White, 
Apopka Historical Soci-
ety board members; Miss 
Apopka Reilly Cardella; 
and Lorena Potter, Apop-
ka Historical Society 
Board member.

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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