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In separate votes, the 
Apopka City Council voted 
5-0 to set the proposed mill-
age rate at 4.6876 and the 
rollback rate at 3.8384 for 
the city’s fiscal year 2025 
budget.  

The City Council ta-
bled its decision to set the 
FY 2025 millage rate from 
last week at its special July 
10 meeting. 

Blanche Sherman, city 
finance director, presented 
the number at the special 
Wednesday, July 17, meet-
ing for setting the FY2025 
millage rate. The city of 
Apopka has had one of 
the area’s lowest millage 
rates at 4.1876. According 
to Sherman, other cities in 
the region are looking at in-
creasing their millage rate, 
too. 

The key revenue in-
creases that the city has in-
corporated in the budget 
amount to $12.9 million, 
without the millage rate in-
crease.

The increases are as 
follows: ad valorem tax-
es, $4.9; utility tax for the 
electric, about $1.1 million; 

building permits, $1.9; state 
revenue sharing, $628,000; 
sales tax, $1.9 million; en-
gineering fees, $1.2 mil-
lion; recreation activity 
and programs, $159,000; 
and interest in dividends of 
money, $1 million, for a to-
tal of $12.9 million.

The city began with 
the general fund of about 
$89.8 million, and with the 
use of reserves about $8.1 
million, Sherman said. The 
city is incorporating anoth-
er $1.7-million increase in 
the millage rate increase 
going to the 0.25, which is 
for a contingency for the 
firefighters union; and an-
other $1.5-million increase 
in the millage to have addi-
tional funds transferred to 
the streets fund. 

Other items that have 
been incorporated as a re-
sult of this month’s city 
budget workshops and in-
put from the mayor and 
commissioners is an addi-
tional $455,000. 

“Any additional chang-
es at this point comes as a 
result of an increase in the 
use of those reserves. And 
these are excess reserves 

John Ricketson, publisher of The Apopka Chief/The 
Planter for more than 45 years, died on Tuesday, 
July 16, at the age of 84. An indelible part of the 
Apopka community, “JR” – as he was fondly called by 
many who knew him – volunteered for and chaired 
many organizations and boards, such as being past 
president of the Foliage Sertoma Club of Apopka. 
On June 25, the club honored JR with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his decades of service. 
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John Ricketson, longtime Apopka 
Chief/Planter publisher, dies at 84
By Pat McGuffin
Special to the Chief

The long-time owner 
and publisher of The Apop-
ka Chief and The Planter 
newspapers passed away 
Tuesday, July 16, at the age 
of 84. 

Over his 45-year own-
ership of The Apopka Chief, 
John Ricketson left his 
mark on this city and thou-
sands of lives. Ricketson 
had been battling liver can-
cer for a year.

His family bought 
The Apopka Chief and The 
Planter from WR “Mac” 
McGuffin in 1979. As pub-
lisher, Ricketson helped 
steer the city of Apopka 
through its massive growth 
period. 

In addition to owning 
The Apopka Chief and The 
Planter newspapers, John 
and his wife Eileen have 
owned Apopka Office Sup-
ply for 45 years. 

“John was truly a com-
munity leader who just hap-
pened to be the publisher of 
the award-winning Apop-
ka Chief. He dedicated his 
life to making sure that the 
news was covered without 
bias for anyone who was in-
terested in Apopka,” noted 
Mayor Bryan Nelson.

During his tenure as 

owner/publisher of the 
Apopka newspapers, Rick-
etson’s team won hun-
dreds of journalistic awards 
through the Florida Press 
Association, including Best 
Newspaper of its circula-
tion size in the state over 
several years.

Ricketson was a mem-
ber of the Florida Press 
Association for dozens of 
years, and served as its 
president from 1990-1991. 

“My memories of 
John are so vivid. He was 
a passionate believer in the 
Apopka community and 
its future. And of course, 
he loved talking fishing 
and family when we were 
done talking business,” said 
Andy Gardiner, past presi-
dent of the Florida Senate, 
and past president of the 
Apopka Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Ricketson has been the 
past chairman of the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Com-
merce from 1984-1991 and 
was named Businessman of 
the Year in 2002. 

He served as past pres-
ident of the Apopka Rotary 
Club, as well as past pres-
ident of the Foliage Serto-
ma Club, which puts on the 
annual Apopka Christmas 

See RICKETSON Page 4A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Apopka Fire Chief 
Sean Wylam will retire af-
ter serving 22 years in the 
Apopka Fire Department 
that includes five years in 
his current post. His retire-
ment is effective October 
31.

Wylam made his an-
nouncement on Tuesday 
July 16, at Fire Station 
No. 3 on Piedmont Weki-
wa Road in Apopka before 
his colleagues, family, and 
elected officials.

Mayor Bryan Nelson 
gave Wylam a golden axe 
as a retirement gift for his 

22-years of service with the 
Apopka Fire Department.

“Over the past 22 
years, I have had the priv-
ilege to witness our de-
partment’s growth and re-
silience, facing numerous 
challenges together. It is 
with a mixture of pride and 
nostalgia that I look back 
on our collective accom-
plishments. 

There have been in-
credible changes in the de-
partment since I first ar-
rived in 2002. The chal-
lenges and changes will un-
doubtedly continue as the 
occupation evolves, but I 

Snowy egret flies over Lake Apopka

A snowy egret makes its home among the marshes of the Lake Apopka North Shore and Wildlife Drive, lo-
cated on the North Shore of Lake Apopka. The drive is free and open to the public each Friday through 
Sunday and federal holidays. The entrance gate to the 11-mile, one-way drive is located at 2850 Lust Road, 
Apopka, and is open  7 a.m.- 3 p.m. The exit gate on Jones Avenue in Zellwood closes at 5 p.m. Photo cour-
tesy of St. Johns River Water Management District.

Fire chief to retire after 22 years with city

Fire Chief Sean Wylam (l) holds the golden axe that Mayor Bryan Nelson (r) pre-
sented to him as a retirement gift for the chief ’s 22 years of service to the city.See FIRE Page 3A

2025 millage rate 
decision tabled to 
July 10 meeting

City Council votes 
to approve grant, 
award contracts

The Apopka City 
Council voted 5-0, across 
the board, on 10 consent 
agenda items at its Wednes-
day, July 17, regularly 
scheduled meeting. Below 
are some of the items that 
fall under the consent agen-
da.  

DOT grant
Under the consent 

agenda, the City Council 
voted to authorize the po-
lice chief to accept a De-
partment of Transportation 
(DOT) grant that the Apop-
ka Police Department ap-
plied for and has received. 

The $10,000 grant is 
for the Pedestrian and Bi-
cycle Safety High Visibility 
Enforcement and Support 
Program. 

Administered by the 
Institute of Police Tech-
nology and Management 
at the University of North 
Florida, the grant will pro-
vide overtime funding for 
enforcement in the follow-
ing areas: East Main Street 
from Park Avenue south to 
Semoran Boulevard, West 
Main Street from Brad-

See CITY Page 8A

See MILLAGE Page 7A
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The great Greek phi-
losopher, Democritus 
(470-370 B.C.) wrote that 
“cheats and hypocrites 
are those who do every-
thing with words and noth-
ing with actions.” That 
statement, although writ-
ten many centuries ago de-
scribe Joe Biden precisely. 
Joe Biden has been suck-
ling from the government 
teat for the past 50 years, 
first as a congressman, and 
then as a senator, and I defy 
anyone to find one piece 
of legislation or one singu-
lar action that has helped 

the American people posi-
tively. 

He’s been called many 
names such as the “great 
healer,” et cetera, and he’s 
built his reputation on 
“reaching across the aisle,” 
but in truth, Joe Biden is 

none of these. Philosophers 
say there are three signs of 
a hypocrite, and they are: 
1. whenever he speaks, he 
lies; 2. he never keeps his 
promise, and 3. he betrays 
his trust whenever he is 
trusted. 

According to this yard-
stick, Joe Biden qualifies 
as a hypocrite. Our borders 
have been left wide open 
for all kinds of intruders 
and illegal aliens to bring 
all manner of contraband, 
weapons, and drugs into 
our nation to assist with the 
ruination of our culture, 

and the American dream. 
This isn’t something that 
just happened, but has been 
planned and executed by 
design. 

I believe this was 
planned long before Lyn-
don B. Johnson became 
president through the as-
sassination of John F. Ken-
nedy. I believe that LBJ’s 
Great Society promoted 
and propelled this globalist 
agenda, and greatly dam-
aged the nuclear families. 

The main plan was to 
make women and children 
completely dependent on 

the governmental handouts, 
from cradle to grave... and 
it is working! 

Almost 500 billion 
dollars of our federal bud-
get is committed to housing 
and welfare. Where are the 
men of these homes, and 
why are they not being held 
accountable for their own 
children? This situation is 
similar to the fact that we 
cannot find illegal aliens 
to send them back, but you 
can always find them to 
give them money. 

Same way with irre-
sponsible fathers. They find 

ways to buy new cars and 
go to all the action parks, 
enjoy the lives of the rich 
and famous, while the tax-
payers take care of their 
children and their old girl-
friends, or wives. There’s 
an old adage, “if you kick 
a dog long enough, sooner 
or later, he will bite.” That 
is exactly how the Ameri-
can taxpayer feels now. We 
are ready to bite. There has 
never been so much divi-
sion in our nation since the 
civil war. We have Dem-

As usual, summer is 
flying by and we are quick-
ly approaching the start of 
another school year. The 
2024-25 school year will 
begin on Monday, August 
12. As that day draws near, 
I know many of you will 
soon begin preparing for 
the start of school.

If you are not already 
doing so, please follow 
your child’s school on so-
cial media and make sure 
your contact information is 
up to date with the school. 
That way, you can stay con-
nected and receive all the 
important announcements 

that are beginning to be 
shared.

We are already seeing 
many schools share their 
“Meet the Teacher” dates, 
as well as new student ori-
entations and device distri-

bution dates.
These next few weeks 

are a good time for parents 
to prepare their students for 
the upcoming school year 
while still enjoying the last 
few weeks of summer. 

One of the best places 
to start is by re-establishing 
a regular bedtime and wake 
schedule. Many kids, espe-
cially preteens and teens, 
get on a pretty wacky sleep 
schedule over the summer. 

Sleep is one of the 
most important factors for 
a healthy brain and the abil-

Balancing the varying 
needs of healthy commu-
nities is required in good 
governance. The Board of 
County Commissioners 
(BCC) will likely submit 
two constitutional amend-
ments regarding protecting 
rural lands and controlling 
excessive annexations to 
the citizens for their con-
sideration this November. 
This is an attempt to reduce 
costly sprawl and utility 
expansions into important 
environmentally sensitive 
areas. Additionally, prop-
erty owners should have 
surety as to what develop-
ment may be allowed near-
by. The county is also de-
veloping a new comprehen-
sive plan, known as Vision 
2050. State law and county 
ordinances require devel-
opers to preserve 35 per-
cent land in passivity in the 
Wekiva River Basin area.

Then on the other 
side of things, I am work-
ing hard on finding a loca-
tion for a homeless shelter 
as many are upset finding 
chronically drug-addict-
ed and mentally ill people 
camping nearby. The coun-
ty also funds rental assis-
tance to prevent homeless-
ness. Yet, we know that for 
every increase in rents and 
home prices we will see 
more unhoused. We must 
find a place for these folks, 
other than in the jail sys-
tem, which is an extremely 

costly approach.
Don’t we all wish that 

fewer people would move 
to Central Florida? Growth 
hasn’t paid for itself, yet 
Orange County has so 
much opportunity for ca-
reer and personal advance-
ment. I recently returned 
from Tallahassee and drove 
through some impover-
ished areas along the north-
ern section of US 27. Once 
I reached Lake County the 
view drastically changed. 
Growth and investment 
was noticeably greater. We 
live in a great community, 
with thousands moving to 
our county.

Therefore, to make 
sure we are increasing new 
housing options, I asked 
for an update on all pend-
ing projects in District 2 
from our planning depart-

Plan was to make women, children dependent on government
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Vision 2050 is in planning stages
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Are you part of 
the solution?

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
— John 8:12

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
On Saturday, July 20, from 10:15-11 a.m., 
at the North Orange Branch Library, 1211 
E. Semoran Blvd., in the computer lab, is 
the Microsoft Excel-Formulas and Func-
tions. Use the Function Library to find the 
best fit for your project. Insert financial, 
logical, lookup, math and text functions. 
Ages 13-Adult. Must know Microsoft Ex-
cel 4. Required skills: None.
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By Patrick McGuffin,
Guest editorialist

Long-time publisher and owner 
of The Apopka Chief and The Plant-
er newspapers, John “JR” Ricket-
son, passed away at the age of 84 
and moved into his eternal reward 
on July 16, 2024.

His family bought the news-
papers in 1979 from my dad, WR 
McGuffin, and began immediately 
helping to shape the greater Apop-
ka area into the amazing communi-
ty that we have today. John and his 
wife Eileen hit the ground running, 
and built The Apopka Chief into one 
of the most award-winning news-
papers of its circulation size in the 
state of Florida.

But it wasn’t the awards that 
drove the excellence of The Apop-
ka Chief, but JR’s commitment to 
the people, businesses, schools, and 
City of Apopka.

When Ricketson bought the 
newspapers, Apopka had a popula-
tion of less than 13,000, and today 
its population within the city lim-
its is 57,000 and roughly 100,000 
people in the immediate area.  Peo-
ple… ordinary people that make up 
our schools, civic service organiza-
tions, the governmental players… 
all were part of this growth that the 
newspapers helped build and report 
on during a generation.

JR was a man of community 
leadership, and great courage in the 
face of opposition to change for im-
provement. He shared vision with 
community leaders, and reported on 
their children’s activities in schools. 
One of his most common com-
ments was “the community owns 
the newspaper, and I just have been 
entrusted as its caretaker.” That al-
ways struck me – his overarching 
concern for the community, and not 
his own welfare.

He had the uncanny ability to 
remember most faces and names of 
people in town that he met, much 
like former Mayor John Land. Chil-
dren, adults, young, older, any cul-
tures – he just cared for people 
with his great big smile on a white-

bearded face. Literally thousands 
upon thousands of people over 
those 45 years have been written 
about and had photos in the local 
newspapers he owned.

Some people care about and 
hang with those who are like them; 
John rubbed shoulders with a whole 
community of unrelated people 
who called the Apopka area home, 
and he did it with grace.

Early in life, I knew him as an 
employer, then later as a fellow 
business owner, but most of the 
time, I, along with thousands of oth-
ers knew him as a friend. When you 
consider all that he has done for the 
community and individuals, it is in-
spiring and right to honor his lega-
cy.

So how do you measure a man 
like John Ricketson?

• By his discipline in doing hard 
work day after day.

• By his ability to trust God, in 
the face of conflicts.

• By how he honors his wife and 
shares life with his children, grand-
children and great grandchildren.

• By how many times he con-
tinues to show kindness when done 
wrong or spoken unkindly of.

• By how many times he resists 
the easy way out of tough situa-
tions.

• By the attitude he keeps when 
rightly swimming upstream against 
the flow of popular opinion.

• Or by his faithfulness in doing 
the ongoing, redundant things in his 
daily life… like publishing 32,485 
editions of his Apopka newspapers 
without missing one week of pub-
lishing!

Honestly, I don’t know how you 
honor a man like John Ricketson, 
for his impactful life well lived.

He was and is a dear friend of 
the greater Apopka community who 
will be missed by us all, as he walks 
into his heavenly reward with his 
Lord Jesus.

Thank you, John, for both who 
you were to us all, and what you did 
to make our lives better while you 
were on this planet. You were a gift!

Chief Publisher ‘JR’ helped 
shape Apopka for generations

Consultant Emeritus
John Peery

Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023

General Mgr Emeritus
Neoma Knox 

Feb. 12, 1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

Reporters
Teresa Sargeant

Marshall Tempest
Neal Fisher

Publisher
John Ricketson

See BYRD Page 6A

When you consider all that 
he has done for the communi-
ty and individuals, it is inspiring 
and right to honor his legacy.

Guest editorialist on importance 
of remembering John Ricketson
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know the men and women 
of Apopka Fire Department 
are up to the task,” Wylam 
said. 

“As I move into this 
next chapter of my life, I 
am confident that the de-
partment will continue to 
thrive and excel under new 
leadership. I am commit-
ted to ensuring a smooth 
changeover, and will be 
happily assisting in the 
transition.”

Wylam began his fire-
fighting career at the Ea-
tonville Fire Department in 
2001 and joined the Apop-
ka Fire Department in Oc-
tober 2002. In Apopka, 
he finished the paramed-
ic program in 2004, was 
promoted to lieutenant in 
2007, and then to assistant 
fire chief in 2014. In 2019, 
Wylam succeeded Charles 
“Chuck” Carnesale as fire 

chief.
Wylam holds posi-

tions with several profes-
sional organizations and 
boards including the Cen-
ter for Public Safety Ex-
cellence, Orange County 
Operations Chiefs Group, 
Orange County Emergen-
cy Response Team, Orange 
County EMS Advisory 
Board, and State Emergen-
cy Response Team. 

He holds several cer-
tifications with the Flori-
da Bureau of Fire of Fire 
Standards and professional 
qualifications with the Na-
tional Board on Fire Ser-
vice. 

Nelson highlighted a 
few of what he said were 
over 90 accomplishments 
that Wylam and his team 
have done in the last five 
years for the department’s 
ensured safety, operation 
efficiency, and administra-
tive effectiveness. 

“So out of all these 
90, those are the ones I just 
came up with that were pre-
sented to me by the team,” 
Nelson said. “But not only 
has he accomplished a lot, 
he’s been a mentor to a lot of 
firefighters here at the city 
of Apopka. We couldn’t be 
more proud of his service 
to the city of Apopka and 
the fire department here in 
Apopka. He will long be re-
membered for some of the 
accomplishments he’s giv-
en to our community and to 
our fire department.”

Wylam is not “some-
one who’s boisterous with 
his words. He’s not going 
to get up there and lay it 
out that way, but he does it 
with his actions,” said Rep-
resentative Doug Bankson 
of Florida House 39, Apop-
ka Fire Department chap-
lain and former city com-
missioner. 

Thanking Wylam for 

his service, Bankson ac-
knowledged what the chief 
did for the department, 
“...the efficiency that you 
brought in, the increase to 
the city just simply by do-
ing your job, working hard, 
sharpening the pencil, 
working to try and make 
everything work, to bal-
ance all that goes on here in 
a very rapidly growing city 
with lots of change.”

Wylam decided that 
five years would be the 
limit for his time as chief. 
“I think one of the biggest 
things I’ve always tried 
to instill, again, this is not 
about one person, my first 
officer meeting I ever had, 
I promised five years (as 
chief) and the reason for 
that is because this posi-
tion, the fire chief posi-
tion, deserves changeover. 
It really deserves that fresh 
look of eyes.”

Wylam claimed that 

the ensuing matter sur-
rounding firefighter Austin 
Duran’s death in summer of 
2022 and the city’s subse-
quent handling of it didn’t 
play a role in his retirement 
decision. 

“As a fire chief, you’re 
faced with numerous tasks 
and ups and downs and 
challenges throughout your 
career. Even the Covid pan-
demic to dealing with a 
firefighter’s death is never 
easy, but it’s the right way,” 
he said. “It’s a part of your 
job as the chief to handle 
things like that. And it, cer-
tainly again, is more of the 
five years versus dealing 
with those things because 
next year there will con-
tinue to be numerous chal-
lenges throughout the ten-
ure of the departments.”

He said he will help 
the city transition to a new 
fire chief adding that his 
post-retirement plans are to 

Continued from page 1A

Fire: Duran’s death isn’t reason for retirement, Wylam says
find employment in the pri-
vate sector, possibly doing 
some teaching and working 
with children’s non-profit 
organizations. 
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We Buy Kid’s Things

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
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VFW 
POST 10147

519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
invites you to its 3rd Saturday 

FUNDRAISING BREAKFAST
SAT., MAY. 18 • 8 AM — 10 AM

MAY 18

ALL FOR
$7.00! 

• Door Prizes • Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

Memorial Day service. May 27.  11 a.m., Edgewood/Greenwood Cemetery
sponsored by City and VFW Post 10147

• Scrambled Eggs • Sausage Links • Pancakes 
• Biscuits and Gravy • Orange Juice • Coffee • Water

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., JULY 20
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

JULY 20

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

Every Fourth of July, Americans celebrate 
this pivotal moment in our history, which set 

into motion the development of a 
land of freedom and opportunity 

unequalled in the world.

• In Depth Business & Economic News
• Social & Political Changes 

• Park & Recreational News • School & Youth Sports 
• Advertising Opportunities

• Elementary & Middle School Updates in Chief Junior 
• Developments that can affect you and your family

News that can affect you 
and your family

Get important news 
when it happens

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit 
www.TheApopkaChief.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your  
E-edition today!Follow us 

on
Twitter

Fri., July 19, 2024 thru 
Sun., July 21, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

TWISTERS (PG-13) 
10:30A; 11:30A; 12:30; 
1:30; 2:40; 3:40; 4:40; 6:00; 
7:00; 8:00; 9:10; 10:10
A QUIET PLACE: DAY 
ONE (PG-13) 11:00A; 1:40; 
4:20; 7:20; 10:00 
LONGLEGS (R) 11:10A; 
2:00; 4:50; 7:30; 10:20
DESPICABLE ME 4 (PG) 
11:20A; 1:50; 4:10; 6:50; 
9:20 
INSIDE OUT 2 (PG) 
11:50A; 2:10; 4:30; 7:10; 
9:40 
FLY ME TO THE MOON 
(PG-13) 12:20; 3:30; 6:40; 
9:50

Early Bird and Tuesday Value 
Day prices now require a 
Regal Crown Club card.
Early Bird: $8 plus tax. 

Value Day: $5.99 plus tax.

Need to send 
or receive a 

FAX?
AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.
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Parade. He was the found-
ing chairman of the Florida 
Hospital Apopka Founda-
tion from 1984-1987.

The Foliage Serto-
ma Club of Apopka hon-
ored John Ricketson with 
its Lifetime Achievement 
Award for his decades of 
service at the club’s June 
25 luncheon. 

“John, known as JR 
to most all of Apopka, was 
the club’s stalwart Ser-
geant at Arms, a position 
we all know is like a Su-
preme Court Justice – pret-
ty much for life!” said Bev-
erly Winesburgh, Foliage 
Sertoma Club member, 
in an email to The Apop-
ka Chief. “A club member 

since he first came to Apop-
ka close to a half-century 
ago, his public support via 
his newspaper, The Apopka 
Chief/The Planter, has con-
tributed to the club’s pro-
gram successes in so many 
ways. Not only has he 
earned a lifetime achieve-
ment award from Sertoma 
National, but John Ricket-
son truly is owed one for all 
he continues to contribute 
to the Apopka community.”

Ricketson was vice 
president of the John Land 
Community Trust from 
2015-2016.

“I had the pleasure 
of getting to know Mr. 
Ricketson (as most called 
him, JR) through my in-
volvement with the John 
Land Apopka Community 

Trust,” said Misty Taylor, 
president of the John Land 
Apopka Community Trust. 
“He was a long-time and 
dedicated board member. 
It didn’t take long for me 
to learn that he was a lov-
ing and devoted husband, 
a proud father, and loved 
his community immensely, 
for which he was a dutiful 
and tireless civic servant. 
The world could use more 
people in it like John Rick-
etson and he will be greatly 
missed by so many.”

Ricketson served as 
chairman of the city of 
Apopka’s 120th anniver-
sary year-long celebra-
tion. Representative Doug 
Bankson of Florida House 
District 39 recalled first 
meeting Ricketson when 

asked to serve with him on 
the city’s 120th anniversary 
committee. Bankson said 
he saw Ricketson as “a ser-
vant leader that made ev-
eryone feel valued and in-
cluded,” and someone who 
exemplified life, service, 
and character as a Chris-
tian.

“Every life is impor-
tant and makes an impact, 
but none more than our 
dear friend John Ricketson. 
I say dear friend not just for 
myself, but for the city of 
Apopka. His influence and 
impact is so deep and var-
ied as to be an iconic trea-
sure to all, even if you had 
never directly met him. He 
was a true Southern gen-

Continued from page 1A

Ricketson: Several awards highlight his 
success in career, community service 

See RICKETSON Page 5A
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The Ricketson family on Christmas Day: John is in the back row with son Jerry, granddaughter Payton Ricketson 
and son Jamey. Pictured in the front row are (l-r) son Joey, granddaughters Madison Strong and Michaella 
Strong Duytsche, Logan Carney, wife Eileen, and daughter-in-law Lori Strong Ricketson.
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tleman in every sense of 
the word, and his wisdom 
graced everything he put 
his hand to.”

In 2004, he was hon-
ored as the grand marshal 
of the Sertoma Apopka 
Christmas Parade, which 
annually attracts over 
20,000 Apopkans.

“I was fortunate 
enough to have known 

John for almost 40 years. 
He was full of energy and a 
tireless advocate for Apop-
ka. I can’t think of a sin-
gle community initiative 
that he wasn’t involved 
with in one capacity or an-
other. Without question, 
he’ll be missed,” said Da-
vid Rankin, executive vice 
president of One Florida 
Bank in Apopka. 

In 2006, the Apopka 
Christian Ministerial Alli-

ance chose Ricketson, to-
gether with former Mayor 
John Land, as recipients of 
the organization’s first an-
nual Pillar Award. 

Born in Dixie Camp, 
Florida, on March 5, 1940, 
John moved to Apopka in 
1958. He graduated high 
school in Winter Park, and 
enlisted in the Army to be-
come a paratrooper. He 
married his bride Eileen of 
60 years, in 1964 and they 

have three sons, Jamey, Jer-
ry, and Joey, several grand-
children and great grand-
children.

The publisher start-
ed his newspaper career 
in 1965, and worked with 
newspapers from Ocala and 
Gainesville, to Galveston 
and Beaumont, Texas, back 
to Clearwater, Florida, for 
five years before landing in 
Central Florida.

Ricketson: Several awards highlight his 
success in career, community service 
Continued from page 4A

John Ricketson gives a tour of the previous Apopka Chief building, located on U.S. 
Highway 441 in Apopka, where Wawa is now located. 

John in uniform as a ser-
vice man for the U.S. 
Army. 
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Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
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Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub
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PACKAGE
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ocrats against Republi-
cans we have Independents 
against everyone else, and 
it goes on and on and on. 
They seem to forget that we 
sent them to Washington to 
work for the American peo-
ple, not the party of their 
choice. 

It seems as though 
their main concern is re-
venge against the other par-
ty or how they can get re-
elected without doing any-
thing for their constituents. 
It used to be that you could 
look over the field of nomi-
nees and find people with 
your concern in mind, in 
both parties. 

They are so focused on 
trying to change things that 
they cannot see the things 
that are working for the 
American people and have 
been since our Republic’s 
founding. It’s time We the 
People remind politicians 
they are to represent our 

desires for our country and 
not for a certain political 
party, or their agenda. We 
need to remind the different 
political parties that they 
are to work as a team for 
us, their employers. They 
need to remember that nei-
ther Democrats nor Repub-
licans won World War One 
or World War Two; it was 
we Americans that won the 
victory in both those wars. 

Our politicians need 
to get over themselves and 
start acting like representa-
tives of We the People. The 
Democrats are in power 
now, and they want to make 
their presence felt, but 
they’re going about it the 
wrong way. 

We have an election 
coming up on November 5 
that will hopefully change 
the way America is being 
run. 

If the different political 
parties can’t get along, then 
we are going to have to be 
like a mommy and daddy 

and separate our children 
when they start fussing and 
fighting together. The rhet-
oric and name calling that 
is going on by the different 
parties is not good for the 
United States of America, 
nor is it good as an example 
to the rest of the world. 

I want our nation to 
be recognized again as 
the “city on a hill,” and I 
want to show the rest of the 
world that we Americans 
can and will govern our-
selves. 

By the grace of GOD, 
we have just averted a trag-
edy, and the candidates 
for the Presidency of the 
United States of America 
should be aware of the con-
sequences of talking trash! 

Please keep the Unit-
ed States of America in 
your prayers and remember 
those that are running for 
office. 

Do your duty: 
VOTE!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Wars won by Americans
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

ment. Initial entitlements, 
construction plans, platting, 
and horizontal and verti-
cal construction all take 
time. I’m anxious because 
I do believe a lack of hous-
ing supply leads to higher 
home prices and rents. The 
reviews for a new subdivi-
sion are detailed and costly. 
Anything local government 
can do to expedite projects 
will go a long way to cre-
ating much needed new 
housing.

I have five projects 
moving on towards com-
pletion in all of District 2: 

Wekiva Reserve Subdivi-
sion on Votaw Road (71 
units), Thompson Heights 
(26 units), Plymouth Sor-
rento – Affordable House 
Project (300 multi-fam-
ily and 180 senior living 
units), Sable Village on 
Beggs Road (24 units), and 
Grassmere in Zellwood 
(153 units – left 70 percent 
of land passive)

Remember, impact 
fees are not paid until the 
very end of the project. 
Thus, unfortunately, it is 
impossible to add capacity 
before the folks move into 
the homes. This is like what 
happens with new schools 

and portables. In a perfect 
world with all the mon-
ey necessary, these things 
wouldn’t happen.

I am blessed, as are 
many of you, to live in a 
suburban subdivision with 
large lots. However, I’m 
learning that none of us 
want to pay enough taxes 
to keep the necessary roads 
in good condition in these 
suburban areas. We are in 
tough times to make it all 
work out. I look forward 
to partnering with you and 
sharing enough information 
for you to help me make the 
best decisions possible.

Enjoy your summer!

Moore:  Housing projects are needed
Continued from page 2A
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ity to learn new informa-
tion. Making sure your kids 
aren’t shell-shocked the 
first week of school when 
they have to get up early for 
the first time in a while, can 
be really helpful for your 
child and the teachers!

This is also the time to 
make sure your child has 
any required sports physi-
cals or immunizations for 
school. For instance, the 
state of Florida requires all 
seventh graders to have the 
T-dap vaccine.

OCPS requires all 
high school student-ath-
letes to get an ECG/EKG, 
a basic, non-invasive heart 
test once during their high 
school career. These tests 
have been offered at many 
schools for $20 from our 
health partners if your pe-
diatrician doesn’t perform 
them. There are also sports 
physicals being done at 
various sites around the 
district. If you need help 

finding a resource for a 
physical or ECG, please 
reach out to your school.

Another important 
thing to do in the next cou-
ple of weeks is make sure 
that your students have the 
important supplies needed 
for a successful year. Many 
schools have already re-
leased the supply lists. 

Please check out lo-
cal non-profit organiza-
tions or contact your school 
if you need help obtaining 
school supplies. There are 
many backpack and sup-
ply drives throughout the 
community to help families 
during this time. Be sure to 
like my Facebook page @
MelissaByrdOCPS, where 
I share these events when I 
see them.

And, if you are able, 
please consider purchasing 
twice your child’s school 
supplies and donating the 
extra set to one of the orga-
nizations putting together 
these drives or to your lo-
cal school directly. There is 

so much need in our com-
munity and you can make a 
difference in a local child’s 
educational success. 

Don’t forget about the 
Florida Back-to-School 
Sales Tax Holiday, July 29 
- August 11, 2024. The fol-
lowing qualifying items 
are exempt from sales tax 
during this time: Cloth-
ing, footwear, and acces-
sories with a sales price of 
$100 or less; school sup-
plies with a sales price of 
$50 or less; learning aids 
and jigsaw puzzles with a 
sales price of $30 or less; 
and computers and relat-
ed accessories with a sales 
price of $1,500 or less, 
when purchased for non-
commercial home or per-
sonal use.

It’s a great time to get 
your child back into the 
swing of things and excited 
to start a new year. But un-
til that new year starts, con-
tinue to make memories, 
have fun and read together. 
The time is sure to fly by!

Byrd:  Consider shopping , sharing
Continued from page 2AEditor:

We humans love to 
sanitize words, make them 
more palatable. Acceptable. 
Less threatening. 

Assassinate is one of 
those words that just can’t 
be sanitized. It is what it is 
defined as:“to murder (usu-
ally a prominent person) by 
sudden or secret attack of-
ten for political reasons; to 
injure or destroy unexpect-
edly and treacherously.”

That’s what happened 
this weekend … someone 
attempted to kill President 

Donald Trump. 
I’m not here pretend-

ing to break some news 
story. That event became a 
major news story right be-
fore our very eyes. 

I don’t know where 
one had to be to have 
missed it. Nevertheless, 
there are, and will continue 
to be, multitudes of reports 
about it for a long time to 
come. And rightly so. 

I guess what I’m doing 
is thinking out loud, trying 
to make sense of a sense-
less act. Something that’s 

been possible, but …
I called it shocking, 

but not surprising. 
Who can be surprised 

that a young man who 
may, or may not, be able to 
separate himself from all 
the anti-conservative, an-
ti-Donald Trump rhetoric 
and absurdly “real” events 
we’ve watched play out on 
a world-wide stage? 

The shooter may have 
been “sick,” who knows? 
There is one thing I do 

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                       177073

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3066 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, August 7, 2024 
beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, August 21, 2024 beginning at 
7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

July 19, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that APPIAN ENGINEERING, INC. C/O LUKE M. 
CLASSON, P.E. has made an application to the City of Apopka City 
Council for an ANNEXATION of a property located on the southwest 
corner of Ondich Road and Effi e Drive. This application relates to 
the following described property:

      Apopka City Council
      Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  11-20-27-0000-00-037, 
11-20-27-0000-00-069, 12-20-27-0000-00-001, 12-20-27-0000-00-012, 
12-20-27-0000-00-046, 12-20-27-0000-00-048
Contains: 54.85 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3066
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY PM S-1 REO, LLC; 
LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ONDICH ROAD AND EFFIE 
DRIVE; COMPRISING 54.85 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

See LETTER Page 7A

Assassination attempt was made

Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours!

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

RUN DATES:  begins 7/19 ends 7/25 

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

JUNE 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com  
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about  

our Business Profile program.  
Visit www.theapopkachief.com  

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL 
YOUR BUSINESS 

STORY!

Advertise your legal notice in
The Aopka Chief

Call 407-886-2777 or visit 
www.theapopkachief.com

Deadline for Friday’s publication: 
Tuesday, 5 p.m.

Mail to 
PO Box 880, Apopka, Fl 32704 

or bring the notice to 
400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka,

or fax 407-889-4121 or Email: 
legals@the apopkachief.com

Notices are also published online at 
www.theapopkachief.com and 

statewide on floridapublicnotices.com

PUB DATE 061324/061424

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 7/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 7/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 7/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
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know, and it is that there is 
an overwhelming sickness 
that has been running ram-
pant in our government(s) 
for far too long. 

It’s gone Unchecked, 
and Approved of, by “lead-
ers” and media. 

If you listen to political 
press events, or liberal talk 
show hosts, they’ve looked, 
and acted, like sharks 
smelling blood in the water, 
eager to throw their weap-
ons into the fray. 

If you followed the at-
tempts to assassinate Pres-
ident Trump and anyone 
who dares to support him, 
you’ve seen that sickness... 
one that leads people to use 

their political, economical 
power, and fame to keep 
those of us who don’t see 
things their way in line. Si-
lenced. Threatened. 

That ugliness and 
threat has come out of 
the mouths of people like 
Maxine Waters encourag-
ing people to assault citi-
zens merely trying to have 
a dinner out with family 
and friends... like Chuck 
Schumer, who had the au-
dacity to threaten members 
of the Supreme Court... 
like President Biden saying 
he’d like to take President 
Trump out behind the shed 
and beat him. An adminis-
tration labeling Conserva-
tives as, basically, enemies 
of our country. 

That’s just a drop in 
the bucket … I don’t have 
time or room for more.

If there’s anything 
good coming out of all this, 
it’s seeing people begin to 
stand up to the bullies … 
refusing to be silenced … 
refusing to vote “the party” 
because that’s what’s been 
expected of them histori-
cally … breaking ranks to 
think about what they be-
lieve is good for this coun-
try. 

Maybe even following 
through and actually voting 
their conscience in this next 
election. 

This attempt to mur-
der a front-running presi-
dential candidate should 
be telling all of us that it’s 

time for each of us, on our 
own, to realize that be-
ing an American doesn’t 
necessarily mean receiv-
ing “gifts from the govern-
ment” in exchange for our 
vote … it’s more about re-
alizing that politicians have 
been at war, for some time 
now, with our Constitution 
and our Bill of Rights. Our 
freedoms. 

The decision this elec-
tion isn’t about closing 
your eyes and throwing a 
dart at the ballot and put-
ting an X wherever it lands, 
it’s about being informed 
and intentional. 

It’s about deciding the 
kind of America you want 
to live in and what part you 
might play in its rise back 

Letter: Politicians have been at war with Constitution, Bill of Rights
Continued from page 6A

over our 25-percent reserve per 
policy,” Sherman said.

During public comment of 
the meeting, Alex Klepper, Apop-
ka Professional Firefighters rep-
resentative, said that the city of 
Apopka doesn’t need to raise the 
millage rate because of the city 
firefighters. 

Rather, he said the need to 
raise the millage rate is due to 
the entire budget including com-
petitive wage and benefit increas-
es for general employees and the 
Apopka Police Department over 
the past three years. This includ-
ed a significant pay raise for Fire 

Chief Sean Wylam, his fleet of 
new F-150 take-home vehicles, 
as well as the mayor’s salary ad-
justments, and the future pension 
he’s about to be eligible to take, 
according to Klepper.  

“Our firefighters haven’t 
seen a paramedic pay increase 
since before some of them were 
even born. It’s incredibly dis-
heartening for them to know that 
they’re the lowest paid employ-
ees in the city. While an intention-
ally misleading narrative by the 
guy who’s supposed to have their 
backs suggests they’re overpaid, 
we cannot continue to balance the 
budget on the backs of hardwork-
ing firefighters,” Klepper said.

Klepper brought up the re-
tirement announcement Wylam 
made on Tuesday, July 16, at Fire 
Station No. 3 on Piedmont Weki-
wa Road in Apopka. 

“The top-secret surprise re-
tirement ceremony was a perfect 
summation of the beleaguered run 
of our fire chief,” Klepper said. 
“You dragged us through the dirt 
for two years. You came up here 
and you said, ‘I want to fix this. 
It’s my chance to make this right.’ 
And you did nothing but buy time 
until you could retire with your 
pension and sail off into the sun-
set, no plan for these guys. No 
plan for the future. No plan for 
a succession. It’s disgusting. In 

your email, you said you prayed 
about the decision. You prayed 
to collect a check and you’re a 
public servant that looked out for 
yourself first. That’s your legacy.”

Klepper said he “(doesn’t) 
stand to earn a single dime from 
that contract “that I’m fighting 
for, for these guys. I’m not part 
of that bargaining unit. I am fight-
ing for them because it’s the right 
thing to pay your employees a fair 
wage, which we decide to do for 
every city employee.”

The first FY2025 city bud-
get workshop, which occurred on 
Monday, July 8, covered adminis-
trative, legal services, city clerk, 
human resources, community de-

velopment, and economic devel-
opment budget. 

The second budget work-
shop, on Tuesday, July 9, cov-
ered information technology and 
public service. The third budget 
workshop, on Wednesday, July 
10, covered fire and police. The 
special City Council meeting, for 
the purpose of setting and approv-
ing the millage rate, followed this 
workshop. 

The new fiscal year begins on 
October 1 and runs through Sep-
tember 30, 2025. The meeting for 
the public hearing on the FY2025 
city budget is Wednesday, Sep-
tember 4, at 5 P.m. in the Apopka 
City Hall Council Chamber. 

Millage: Rate change needed to cover wages,benefit increases
Continued from page 1A

to being the greatest coun-
try on the planet... or help-
ing to assassinate it!

It’s not up to politi-
cians or snipers with rifles 

on a rooftop. 
It’s up to us. You and 

Me.
Patti Bankson

Apopka
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shaw Road to Hawthorne 
Avenue, East Main Street 
from Drage Drive to Vick 
Road, and East Semoran 

Boulevard from Semoran 
Commerce Place to South 
Wekiwa Springs Road.

City/MetroPlan funding 
agreement 

The City Council vot-
ed to approve the annu-
al funding agreement be-
tween the city of Apopka 
and MetroPlan Orlando for 
fiscal year 2024-2025 in the 
amount of $29,147. 

The city of Apopka 
is a member of MetroPlan 
Orlando, a federally man-
dated transportation plan-
ning organization that is re-
sponsible for implementing 
the transportation planning 
process in Orange, Osceo-
la, and Seminole counties. 

MetroPlan’s board has 
20 voting members and five 

non-voting advisors com-
prised of elected officials 
from the three-county area, 
the largest cities in the re-
gion, and representatives 
from the region’s transpor-
tation operating agencies. 
Apopka is one of five cities 
in the tri-county area that 
is a voting member of the 
board. 

MetroPlan receives 
most of its funding from 
federal grants, state grants 
and local per capita assess-
ment and manages an $8 
million annual budget. This 
local per capita assessment 

is paid by the eight local 
government agencies that 
have voting members on 
the MetroPlan Board. The 
revenue from this funding 
source is used primarily for 
general operations and staff 
salaries. 

The annual assessment 
is calculated using the cur-
rent University of Florida 
Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research popula-
tion estimates and applying 
$0.50 per capita. The total 
annual local per capita as-
sessment is $1.5 million. 
The city of Apopka’s as-

sessed amount for FY2024-
2025 is $29,147. The as-
sessment is paid on Octo-
ber 1, 2024. Payment will 
be made from the city’s 
2024-2025 budget. 

Columbaria contract
The City Council vot-

ed to award a contract to 
Quality Vaults and Monu-
ments, Inc. to purchase and 
install two more columbar-
ia for the city cemetery. 

The city expects to in-
stall these two new colum-

Continued from page 1A

City: Annual funding agreement with MetroPlan is approved

See CITY Page 9A

napaonline.com
407-889-5222

250 E. 3rd St., 
Suite B, Apopka

404-656-4141

13202 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden
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“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

ATW
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

• Transmission
• Clutches • CV Axles
• Foreign & Domestic
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FAIR • HONEST 
DEPENDABLE

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 • Closed Saturday
407-880-35301012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

CERTIFIED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

• Wheel Balance & 
 Alignments 
• Tune Ups • Brakes 
• Shocks 
• Fuel Injection 
 Service Oil Change 
• C.V. Joints 
• Tires

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

C A R D Swww.JandKautomotiveinc.com
Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive
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Honest Auto Re-
pairs with a smile. 

Choosing a me-
chanic is not an easy 
job. You need confidence 
that the one you pick will 
provide you with honest 
service and reliable re-
pair. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. is committed to pro-
viding you with auto re-
pair services that are ef-
fective and trustworthy. 
They offer a comprehen-
sive list of auto repair 
services. Whether you 
have a minor problem 
or facing a full engine 
breakdown, they have 
a team of experienced 
mechanics who can get 
the job done. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. is a local, full-fea-
tured auto shop in Apop-
ka with years of experi-
ence and comprehen-
sive ability. Instead of 
searching for a different 
provider every time your 
vehicle has a problem, 
their team of technicians 
is ready to deal with ev-
erything from electrical 
problems to diagnostic 
issues.

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. prides themselves 
on their ability to handle 
whatever reveals itself 
under the hood. Provid-
ing diagnostics, inspec-
tions, scheduled main-
tenance, lube, oil and fil-
ters, tire and wheel ser-
vices, electrical systems 
from batteries and start-
ers to radios and wind-
shield wipers.  And even 
though it’s not related to 

the mechanical or elec-
trical systems, they also 
provide glass repair and 
replacement. No chal-
lenge is too large or too 
small for the expert team 
at J&K Automotive, Inc. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. understands that, 
in challenging econom-
ic times, there are things 
that might take prece-
dence over car repairs 
and services. But think 
long-term if you’re plan-
ning on keeping your ve-
hicle for any amount of 
time. It’s in the best inter-
est of your vehicle (and 
your wallet) to not ignore 
the little things, which, 
in time, can turn into big 
things.

When you must de-
pend on your car, you 
know how important a 
dependable, smooth-
running vehicle can 
be. You need a trust-
ed, reliable, quick-ser-
vice mechanic close to 
home, not only for reg-
ular maintenance but 
also for those little (and 
sometimes big) glitches 
that can slow you down 
and possibly become a 
safety issue.

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. is a family-run busi-
ness with over 38 years’ 
experience, J & K Au-
tomotive, Inc. goal is to 
always provide honest, 
dependable labor. They 
back up their work be-
cause they take pride in 
their service. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. utilizes only top-
quality replacement 

parts and highly skilled 
technicians. They offer 
a no-obligation free es-
timate and utilize up-to-
date diagnostic equip-
ment to diagnose and 
repair your car, truck, or 
SUV. This helps ensure 
that your automobile is 
repaired to factory speci-
fications. And, of course, 
all their work is 100% 
guaranteed. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. began their busi-
ness in Apopka in 1987 
with a passion for excel-
lence in automotive re- 
pair and quality custom-
er service. It’s always 
been their goal, and will 
continue to be, the re-
pair shop that offers fair, 
honest, and dependable 
service. 

They are located at 
1012 E. Semoran Boule-
vard in Apopka, J&K Au-
tomotive, Inc. is easy 
to find, just a block east 
from Sheeler Road. For 
top-quality service at af-
fordable prices, call J&K 
Automotive, Inc. at 407-
880-3530. For more in-
formation, you can also 
visit their website at 
www. JandK.mechanic-
net.com and become a 
fan on Facebook: J & K 
Automotive.

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. is currently look-
ing for automotive ser-
vice technicians and 
mechanics.  And they 
offer on-the-job train-
ing.

Advertisement

J&K Automotive, Inc. believes in providing the best 
possible customer service and transparent pricing for 
all the work they do. They’re conveniently located at 
1012 E. Semoran Boulevard in Apopka.

Don’t compromise on excellence, trust the 
professionals at J&K Automotive, Inc.

The Apopka Chief & The Planter 
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Take back your weekends. The businesses in 
our service directory are here to handle all of 

your home improvement needs.

Check out the Service Directory Pages

D-I-WHY?
LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777  
to find out about our Business Profile program.  

Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

KEEP 
THOSE  

WHEELS 
  ROLLING... 

GENERAL SERVICE: AUTO-BASICS
Auto technicians say the key to keeping vehicles running 
well – today and down the road – is routine maintenance. 
Yet many drivers tend to stall when it comes to keeping 
up with some everyday auto-basics. A recent survey by 
the Car Care Council found:

25% of cars had low or dirty engine oil.
13% had low or contaminated brake fluid.
18% had dirty air filters.
17% had inadequate cooling protection or low 
 coolant levels.
16% needed new windshield wiper and 
27% had low or contaminated washer fluid.
18% needed new belts.

Overall, 89% of vehicles were in need of 
at least one service or repair.

MAINTENANCE – YOUR PROTECTION!



baria, which will be of the 
same size and dimension as 
the first two that were in-
stalled this past March, by 
the end of 2024. Quality 
Vaults and Monuments was 
the company that installed 
the first two columbaria. 

The contract is in the 
total bid amount of $55,680 
including a 10 percent con-
tingency of $5,568, for a to-
tal of $61,248. 

The Finance Depart-
ment received electronic 

bids on June 18, 2024. 
The city of Apop-

ka maintains and operates 
the Edgewood-Greenwood 
Cemetery located at 141 
Edgewood St., Apopka. 

Northwest Water Treat-
ment Plant 1.0 MG 
Ground Storage Tank 

The City Coun-
cil awarded a contract to 
Prime Construction Group, 
Inc. for the Northwest Wa-
ter Treatment Plant 1.0 
MG Ground Storage Tank 
(GST).

The awarded con-
tract in the amount of 
$3,169,717.00 will include 
a 10 percent contingency of 
$316,971.70, for a total of 
$3,486,688.70. 

The finance depart-
ment received electronic 
bids on June 4. The pur-
pose of this project is to 
construct a new 1.0 MG 
ground storage tank and all 
appurtenances. CHA Con-
sulting, Inc. is the profes-
sional engineering consul-
tant under contract for the 
design and assistance with 

this project. 
The submittal for 

Prime Construction Group, 
Inc. has been reviewed to 
include their bid, history, 
and references. Staff and 
CHA Consulting, Inc., rec-
ommend the full bid con-
tract award to the lowest 
responsive and responsi-
ble bidder, meeting spec-
ifications to Prime Con-
struction Group, Inc., in the 
amount of $3,169,717. 

The funding source is 
the FY2024 water impact 
fees. 
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Continued from page 8A

City: Company hired for installation 
of more columbaria at cemetery
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Solutions can be found on page 9A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416 
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195
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Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment
Tues. & Wed. this week:  Krazy James Karaoke @ 7pm
Thurs. Texas Hold’em @ 6:30pm
Fri. Live music with awesome vocalist Sofi a Valines @ 7pm
Sat. Live music with Johnny & the Moondogs @ 7pm
Sun. Celtic Jam. All are welcome @ 3-6pm

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.
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SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this spring.

*Special price is for �rst Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers 
only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used 
in conjunction with any other o�er or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. *Guarantee applies to 
annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, 
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.
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Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS
Apopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.

Send Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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SCHOOL IS OUT	 Traffi	c	 patterns	
changed.	 	 Stormy	 weather	 comes	
and	goes!	Be	careful	with	your	um-
brellas.	 And	 always	 watch	 out	 for	
those	 pedestrians...	 and	 ducks.	
DON’T	 TEXT	 WHILE	 DRIVING	 -	
Please!	YOU	WILL	PAY	A	FINE.

Children	must	be	fi	ve	years	old	on	or	
before	September	1	 to	start	kinder-
garten.	To	enter	 fi	rst	 grade,	a	 child	
must	 be	 six	 years	 old	 on	 or	 before	
September	 1	 and	 must	 have	 suc-
cessfully	 completed	 kindergarten	
(Florida	 Statute	 1003.21).	 Immuni-
zations	must	be	current.

UNLESS	 CHANGED:	 School	 Start	
Times	for	Elementary	School	&	K-8:		
8	 a.m.,	 Middle	 School:	 9:30	 a.m.,	
High	school:	7:10	a.m.

City	 of	 Apopka’s	 Northwest	 Recre-
ation	Complex,	3710	Jason	Dwelley	
Parkway,	 Apopka	 32712,	 407-703-
1784.	 On	 any	 given	 weekend,	 you	
can	 see	 many,	 many	 families	 in	
attendance	 at	 the	 beautiful	 com-
plex	 setting	 participating	 in	 various	
organized	 sport	 programs,	 Ameni-
ties	 at	 the	 complex	 include:	 Soc-
cer	Fields,	Softball	Fields,	Baseball	
Fields,	 Multi-Purpose	 Fields,	 Sand	
Volleyball	 Courts,	 Outdoor	 Basket-
ball	Courts,	Tennis	Courts,	Walking 
Trail,	 Amphitheater,	 Playground,	
Concession	Stands.

11-mile	wildlife	drive	(complete	with	
directional	 signs)	 (opened	 in	 2015)	
on	 Lake	 Apopka	 shores,	 by	 enter-
ing	from	Lust	Road	off	Binion	Road,	
about	a	mile	 south	of	Camp	Wewa	
in	 the	 Plymouth	 area,	 for	 one-way	
drive,	 10	miles	 per	 hour,	 with	 pos-
sible	 wildlife	 spotting	 stops.	 DO	
NOT	FEED	THE	GATORS	-	IT	MAY	
CAUSE	 CLOSING	 OF	 THE	 TRAIL	
If	 you	 are	 stopping,	 drive	 will	 take	
more	than	1	hour.	Drive	runs	by	ca-
nals	used	in	muck-farming	days.	The	
one-way	drive	exits	on	Jones	Road	
in	 Zellwood.	 You	 will	 see	 a	 fresh-
water	 marsh	 system	 and	 wildlife	
dependent	 on	 that	 type	 of	 system.	
The	drive	is	open	on	Fridays,	Satur-
days	and	Sundays	and	federal	holi-
days	and	is	controlled	by	the	county.	
Open	 during	 daylight	 hours	 only	
(one	hour	after	sunrise	and	one	hour	
before	 sunset).	Offi	cial	 sunrise	 and	
sunset	hours	can	be	found	online.		
The	road	is	closed	on	other	days	due	
to	ongoing	restoration	work.	The	trail	
is	11	miles	long.	

WEKIWA	 SPRINGS	 STATE	 PARK 
is	a	7,000-acre	Florida	State	Park	in	
Apopka,	Florida.	It	is	located	20	min-
utes	north	of	Orlando,	off	 Interstate	
4	at	exit	94,	near	Altamonte	Springs	
and	Longwood.	The	park	also	 con-
tains	 the	head	water	of	 the	Wekiva	
River.	Address:	1800	Wekiwa	Circle,	
Apopka	32712,	open	 from	9	a.m.-5	
p.m.	 For	 information,	 call	 407-884-
4311

FRAN	CARLTON	CENTER	OPEN,	

for	seniors	-	senior	activities	at
Fran	Carlton	Center.
	CALL	407-703-1642	

FOR	INFORMATION  	.

FRIDAY, JULY 19

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 FRI-
DAYS	 at	 9:00	 a.m.	 at	 11	N.	 Forest	
Ave.,	 at	 the	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center..	
Call	407-703-1642	for	information.
.
CENTRAL	 FL	 CHRISTIAN	 CHAM-
BER	OF	COMMERCE,	1806	S	Bay	
St.,	 Eustis,	 has	 Fellowship	 Friday	
meetings.	 For	 complete	 details	 of	
all	 chamber	 events,	 visit	 cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-chamber.
Contact:	 latrondra@cfchristian-
chamber.com

SATURDAY, JULY 20

VFW	 POST	 10147	 continues	 to	
have	 its	 fund	 raising	 breakfast	 on	
the	the	third	Saturday	of	the	month	
(JULY	20)	 from	8-10	a.m.	at	519	S.	
Central	Avenue.	Cost	is	only	$7.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 Satur-
day,	 9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	 E.	 FIFTH	
STREET,	 APOPKA.	 Managed	 by	
Apopka	Historical	Society.	Call	407-
703-1624	for	info.

AVIAN	 RECONDITIONING	 CEN-
TER,	 for	 birds	 of	 prey,	 323	 Lester	
Rd.,	Apopka,	hours:	9:30-1:30	p.m.,	
The	center	is	open	on	Saturdays	to	
the	public,	weather	permitting.	Call	
407-461-1056	for	information.

 
SUNDAY, JULY 21

MONDAY, JULY 22

FITNESS	CLASS,	MONDAYS	9-10	
a.m.	11	N.	Forest	Ave	at	Fran	Carl-
ton	 Center.	 Masks	 not	 required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

CRAFTS	 &	 CHATTER:	 9:30-12	
noon.	 Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	
Forest	 Ave.Masks	 required.	 Tem-
perature	 taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	
407-703-1642	for	info.

OVEREATERS	 ANONYMOUS 
meets	Mondays	at	6:30	p.m.,	Epis-
copal	Church	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	601	
S.	Highland	Avenue.	 If	 you	 have	 a	
problem	with	food	–	overeating,	an-
orexia,	bulimia	–	 there	 is	a	solution	
for	 you.	 For	 more	 information,	 visit	
OA.org	or	call	Carrie	781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS:	 Forest	 Lake	
Church	 by	 Zoom.	 Time:	 7	 p.m.,	
Open	 to	 everyone	 interested.	 For	
information,	call	407-761-2943.	Club	
Number:	4899556,	District	84,	Area	
D42.	Orators	of	Excellence

TUESDAY, JULY 23

THE	 SERTOMA	 CLUB	 meets	 the	

fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesday	 of	 each	
month,	beginning	at	11:30-noon,	at	
Beef	‘O’	Brady’s	in	The	Back	Room,	
1410	Rock	Springs	Rd.,	Apopka.		In-
terested	 communitiy	 members	 are	
encouraged	 to	 attend	 and	 get	 ac-
quainted.	 Meetings	 have	 resumed	
on	 fi	rst	 and	 third	Tuesdays.	Masks	
are	encouraged.

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	 11	 N.	 Forest	 Ave.	 at	 Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info

ART	 CLASS.	 	 9:30-12	 noon.	 Fran	
Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	 Ave.	
Masks	 required.	 Temperature	 tak-
en.	Pre-register.	Call	 407-703-1642	
for	info.

.WEDNESDAY, JULY 24

,The	 Altamonte	 Springs	 /	 Apopka	
VFW	POST	 10147.	 is	 NOW	OPEN 
Wednesday	and	Saturday	Mornings	
from	(TIME	CHANGE)	8:00	to	10:00	
a.m.	 for	 coffee	 and	 doughnuts.	
(other	 hours	 by	 appointment	 only).	
3rd	Saturday	of	the	month	is	VFW’s	
fundraising	 breakfast,	 Also,	 eve-
nings	of	Tribute	music	are	planned.	
Call	 407-889-8266,	 or	 email	 info@
vfwpost10147.com	 for	 information.		
The	VFW	Auxiliary	has	been	formed	
and	is	active	as	well.	Don’t	forget	to	
visit	its	excellent	Military	Museum.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info..

SENIOR	CHAIR	EXERCISE,	 10-11	
a.m.,	 Billie	 Dean	 Community	 Cen-
ter,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	.	Masks	not	
required	 while	 exercising,	 but	 are	
when	 socializing	 before	 and	 after	
class.	Temperature	 taken	on	entry.	
Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-1642	 for	
info

CITY	OF	 APOPKA	DRC	 (Develop-
ment	Review	Committee)	meets	ev-
ery	Wednesday	at	9	a.m.-10	a.m.	(or	
as	 long	as	necessary)	at	City	Hall,	
120	E.	Main	Street,	Apopka.	Check	
for	the	online	version.

BRIDGE	 CLASS.	 9:30-12	 noon.	
Fran	 Carlton	 Center,	 11	 N	 Forest	
Ave.Masks	 required.	 Temperatures	
taken.	 Pre-register.	 Call	 407-703-
1642	for	info.

TOPS	 CHAPTER	 #646.	 (Take	 Off	
Pounds	 Sensibly),	 TOPS,	 a	 non-
profi	t	 organization,	 will	 help	 you	
reach	 a	 weight	 goal	 with	 support	
from	friendly,	caring	members,	edu-
cation,	and	rewards.	Each	Thursday	
weigh-in	begins	at	9:00	a.m.	–	meet-
ing	ends	at	10:15	a.m..	Come	to	its	

NEW	 location	 220	 W.	 Horatio	 Av-
enue,	 Maitland,	 FL	 32751	 to	 meet	
with	others	who	have	a	 like-minded	
goal	to	lose	weight.	No	products,	no	
specifi	c	diet	to	follow,	no	meds.	Call	
407-580-0897	for	more	information.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
on	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	and	Fri-
days,	12	noon-5	p.m.	and	Saturday	
9	 a.m.-1	 p.m.,	 122	E	Fifth	St.	 407-
703-1642	for	info.

EARLY	 BIRD	 BINGO	 at	 Bahia	
Shrine	 Center,	 3101	 E.	 Semoran	
Blvd..	 Doors	 open	 at	 5	 p.m.,	 and	
the	early	bird	game	starts	at	6	p.m.	
For	more	 information,	call	407-660-
8811.
TOASTMASTERS:	still	meeting	ev-
ery	WEDNESDAY,	7:00	p.m.	 -	8:30	
p.m.,	 by	 zoom.	 For	 more	 informa-
tion,	call	407-765-2629	or	visit	www.
Apopkatoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, JULY 25
 

SENIOR	 CHAIR	 EXERCISE,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

ROTARY	CLUB	OF	APOPKA	-	For	
information,	call	407-415-6588.	Call	
for	updated	information	on	meetings	
and	location.

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 	 Open	
from	noon	to	5	p.m.	on	Wednesdays,	
Thursdays,	 Fridays,	 and	 Saturdays	
from	 9	 a.m.-noon.	 120	 E	 Fifth	 St.	
Call	407-703-1624	for	info.

ZUMBA	 FITNESS	 CLASS,	 9-10	
a.m.,	11	N.	Forest	Ave.,	at	the	Fran	
Carlton	Center.	Masks	not	required	
while	 exercising,	 but	 are	when	 so-
cializing	 before	 and	 after	 class.	
Temperature	 taken	 on	 entry.	 Pre-
register.	Call	407-703-1642	for	info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Deadline	 is	 September	 6	 for	 ap-
plications	 to	 be	 received	 from	 stu-
dents	who	are	interested	in	becom-
ing		a	member	on	the	Apopka	Youth	
Council.	 Visit	 apopka.gov	 Apopka	
Youth	Council

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida	 Railroad	 Museum,	 101	 S.	
Boyd	Street,	Winter	Garden,	is	open	
Tuesday-Saturday,	11-3	each	week	
excluding	 holidays.	 For	 info,	 call	
407-656-0559.	.	Must	see.
  
CITY	 COUNCIL	 MEETINGS	 are	
public	 and	 will	 also	 be	 broadcast	
on	 this	 shortened	 link:	 https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb,	 and	 are	 normally	 held	
the	 fi	rst	 Wednesday	 at	 1:30	 p.m.,	
and	third	Wednesday	at	7	p.m.	in	the	
City	 Council	 Chambers,	 City	 Hall,	
120	 E.	 Main	 St.,	 Apopka.	 Subject	

to	change	with	notice.	For	info.,	call	
City	 Clerk	 407-703-1704.	 Agenda	
and	 minutes	 of	 meeting	 can	 be	
found	online.	Once	posted,	check	for	
any	revisions	by	Tuesday	at	5	p.m.	
before	the	meeting	

FOLIAGE	GARDEN	CLUB	OF	AP-
OPKA,	 meets	 the	 fi	rst	 Thursday	 of	
each	 month,	 September	 through	
May,	at	9:45	a.m.	at	the	Alonza	Wil-
liam	 Park	 /	 Billie	 Dean	 Community	
Center,	225	M.A.	Board	St.,	Apopka.	
Contact:	 apopkafgca@gmail.com-
NO	MEETINGS	JUNE-AUGUST.

FREE	 PLANT	 CLINIC	 in	 Apopka	
is	open	on	Tuesdays.	Do	you	have	
problems	with	your	plants	or	 lawn?	
Let	 a	 Master	 Gardener	 help.	 Or-
ange	 County	 residents	 can	 bring	
their	questions	and	samples	to	UF/
IFAS	 Extension	 Master	 Gardener	
volunteers	 at	 the	 UF/IFAS	 Mid-
Florida	Research	Education	Center	
(MREC),	 2725	Binion	Road,	Apop-
ka,	32703;	9	a.m.-12	Tuesdays;	407-
254-9200.	 Questions	 and	 photos	
can	 be	 emailed	 to	 orangecomgv@
ifas.ufl	.edu.	to	be	answered	by	Mas-
ter	Gardeners.	A	free	plant	clinic	for	
commercial	 growers	 is	 open	Tues-
days	1-4	p.m.		at	the	same	location.
 
KIWANIS	 CLUB	 OF	 APOPKA	 IS	
now	 meeting	 MONTHLY	 on	 the	
3rd	Tuesday	at	8	a.m.	at	Seacoast	
Bank,	 345	E	Main	Street,	Apopka.	
Contact	407-464-4606	 for	 informa-
tion	

BROWN	BAG	 LUNCH	 -	 Third	 Sat-
urday	 of	 each	 month,	 Episcopal	
Church	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 at	 the	
corner	 of	 Highland	 and	 6th	 St.,	
Apopka,	from	10	a.m.-12	p.m.,	offer	
to	all	who	come	a	brown	bag	lunch.	
In	addition,	men’s	 socks,	 fl	ip	 fl	ops,	
stuffed	animals,	some	clothing,	chil-
dren’s	books	and	pet	food	which	is	
donated	by	My	Pet	World,	Apopka,	
may	 be	 available.	 If	 interested	 in	
volunteering,	 call	 Debbie	 at	 407-
620-5081	for	information.

APOPKA	 FOLIAGE	 TOASTMAS-
TER’S	 CLUB,	 Monday,	 7	 p.m.,	 on	
Zoom,	Apopka.	407-765-2629.

NWOC	 FFA	 Alumni	 –	 Monthly	
meetings	 (usually	 the	 4th	 Monday	
evening	in	a	month	during	the	school	
year)	are	open	to	anyone.	(Looking	
for	more	information)                        

MUSEUM	 OF	 APOPKANS,	 122	 E	
5th	 Street,	 Hours	 open:	Wednesay	
to	 Friday.	 from	 noon-5	 p.m.,	 and	
Saturdays	 from	9	 a.m.-1	 p.m...	 Ad-
mission	 is	 free.	 Contains	 displays	
and	 information	 about	 Apopka’s	
history,	 and	 has	 history	 books	 for	
sale.	 Monthly	 meetings	 of	 Apopka	
Historical	Society	are	normally	held	
on	 a	 Sunday	 afternoon.	 For	 more	
information,	 go	 to	www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE	APOPKA	ELKS	LODGE	2422	

meets	 fi	rst	 and	 third	 Tuesdays	 of	
month,	 201	 W.	 Orange.	 For	 more	
information,	 call	 407-886-1600	 or	
email	 apopkaelks@aol.com	 Bar	
Bingo	every	Monday	night	at	7	p.m.	
promptly.

GFWC	APOPKA	WOMAN’S	CLUB,	
meets	 at	 First	 Methodist	 Church,	
201	N.	Park	Avenue.	Call	407-880-
2111	for	more	information.

CITY	 OF	 APOPKA	 PLANNING	 &	
ZONING	-	usually	the	second	Tues-
day	 of	 the	 month.	 5:30	 p.m.	 City	
Council	Chambers,	City	Hall,	120	E.	
Main	St.,	Apopka.	All	meetings	open	
to	the	public.	Subject	to	change	with	
notice.	 For	 info.,	 call	 David	 Moon,	
407-703-1739.	

BRIDGE	 GAMES	 AND	 CLASSES:	
Every	 Monday	 and	 Friday	 morning	
at	 9:15	 a.m.,	 at	 the	 Lake	 County	
Duplicate	Bridge	Club,	 510	W.	Key	
Ave.,	 Eustis.	 For	more	 information,	
call	352-315-9934	or	visit	 lakedupli-
cate.com.	  

COMPUTER	 CLASSES	 in	 both	
English	and	Spanish:	Available	daily	
or	 weekly	 at	 OCLS	 North	 Orange	
Branch.*	Classes	are:	Computer	Ba-
sics,	 Excel,	 Word	 Resume	 Writing,	
Email	for	Seniors,	ELLIS	English	Lab,	
Word,	 Online	 Job	 Searches,	 Power	
Point,	 Internet,	 Open	 Lab,	 How	 to	
use	a	mouse	and	keyboard,	etc.	Call	
OCLS	 North	 Orange	 Branch*	 for	
more	details.

HABITAT	 VOLUNTEERS:	 Go	 to	
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,	
click	 on	 volunteers.	 There	 are	 a	
number	of	opportunities	available	at	
the	Restores.	Call		407-696-5855		or	
407-880-8881	to	sign	up	for	informa-
tion.

***********
(OCLS)	 Orange	 County	 Public	
Library	 North	 Orange	 Branch	 Ad-
dress:	 1211	 E.	 Semoran	 Boule-
vard,	 Apopka	 436	 (Semoran)	 and	
Thompson	Road.	www.ocls.info.	To	
reserve	a	space,	call	407-835-7323.	
The	library	is	now	open	again	Mon-
Sat.	10	a.m.-5:30	p.m..	and	Sunday	
afternoons

*Apopka	 Area	 Chamber	 of	 Com-
merce,	180	E.	Main	St.,	Apopka.	For	
more	info,	call	407-886-1441

COMMUNITY	EVENTS	
CALENDAR	INFORMATION

Events,	fund	raisers,	
and	non-profi	t	organizations

Info:	fax	407-889-4121,	or	email	
ads@theapopkachief.com

Subscribe	to	The	Apopka	Chief	
E-Edition	or	Home	Delivery

Call	407-886-2777	or	
Visit	www.theapopkachief.com
In	County:	$30	with	E-edition,	or
$25	for	just	postal	delivery.	

Out-of-County:	$35	with	E-Edition	or	
$30	for	postal	delivery

....
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	 In	his	book,	
Hearty Country 
Cooking,	 Mark	
Sohn,	 says:	 “To	
‘pot-roast’	 is	 to	
braise.	 Using	
several	 cups	
of	 liquid	 and	 a	
covered	 pot,	 I	
steam	 a	 poor	 cut	 of	 beef	 slowly	 until	
it	 is	 tender.	The	moist	heat	 inside	 the	
closed	pot	will	draw	out	every	drop	of	
natural	 juice.	 I	solve	 the	problem	of	a	
dry	roast	by	slicing	the	roast	thinly	and	
across	 the	grain	 and	 then	moistening	
it	 with	 gravy.	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 pota-
toes,	carrots,	and	onions	 that	 I	use	 in	
this	 recipe,	 consider	adding	cabbage,	
tomatoes,	turnips,	sweet	potatoes,	and	
celery.	For	flavor,	add	whole	cloves	of	
garlic,	 ground	 cinnamon,	 leftover	 cof-
fee,	 green	 peppers,	 and	 hot	 banana	
peppers.”	 Mark	 calls	 the	 recipe	 “lazy	
day”	 pot	 roast	 because	 you	 may	 do	
half	 of	 the	 work	 the	 first	 day.	 But	 he	
adds,	when	rating	 the	recipe	as	easy,	
moderate,	or	difficult,	“No	doubt,	how-
ever,	 I	 also	 think	 this	 recipe	 is	 rather	
difficult.”
	 From	 Marvin	 Woods’	 book	 titled	
The New Low-Country Cooking,	 we	
have	 Country	 Captain	 Chicken.	 He	
says,	 “This	dish,	my	updated	version,	
exemplifies	the	influence	of	eastern	In-
dia	 on	 the	 cuisine	 of	 the	 South.	 Like	
many	 Indian	dishes,	 this	chicken	dish	
utilizes	 yogurt,	 curry,	 and	 mint	 in	 the	
marinade	before	it	is	grilled.	(I	also	give	
directions	on	how	to	oven-fry	the	chick-
en.)	As	 to	how	 its	name	came	about,	
there	seem	to	be	several	theories.	One	
is	 that	 it	 originated	with	 an	 Indian	 of-
ficer	who	 introduced	a	 sea	 captain	 to	
this	dish,	who	then	brought	the	recipe	
to	the	United	States.”
	 Bob	 Warden’s	 Great Food Fast, 
subtitled	Bob Warden’s Ultimate Pres-
sure Cooker Recipes,	 has	 a	 recipe	
called	Dirty	Rice	with	Spicy	Pork	Sau-
sage.	 Bob	 says,	 “While	 true	 Cajun	
Dirty	Rice	is	made	with	chicken	giblets	
and	livers	to	get	its	brown	color,	I	make	
mine	with	spicy	pork	sausage	(to	most	
people’s	relief).	But	just	because	I	don’t	
follow	ALL	the	rules,	doesn’t	mean	this	
doesn’t	pack	a	ton	of	Cajun	flavor!”	He	
adds	in	a	note,	“To	cut	the	fat:	As	this	is	
great	with	pretty	much	any	kind	of	sau-
sage,	 ground	 turkey	 sausage	 can	 be	
used	to	cut	the	fat.	You	can	even	use	
sliced	low-fat	kielbasa	or	chicken	sau-
sages.”
	 Emily	 Meggett’s	 Fried	 Zucchi-
ni	 that	 we	 found	 in	 Gullah Geechee 
Home Cooking	serves	6	to	8	and	looks	

wonderful.	 She	 says,	 “I	 think	 of	 Fried	
Zucchini	 as	 vegetable	 chips.	 I	 slice	
my	zucchini	thin	(but	not	TOO	thin,	as	
you’ll	want	to	taste	the	vegetables,	not	
just	 the	 breading),	 and	 season	 them	
with	some	salt	before	dipping	them	in	
a	 light	 batter	 and	 dropping	 them	 into	
the	frying	oil.	You	should	fry	these	until	
they’re	golden	brown	and	serve	 them	
immediately.	When	you	are	going	to	fry	
anything,	 the	 oil	must	 be	 hot	 enough	
so	that	whatever	you	put	in	there	does	
not	absorb	the	oil,	but	not	so	hot	that	it	
smokes.”

POT ROAST  
(LAZY DAY POT ROAST)
From:	Mark	F.	Sohn’s	

Hearty Country Cooking
One 5-pound rolled and tied bottom  
   round or chuck roast
2-1/2 cups beef broth
10 large carrots, peeled
10 medium potatoes, peeled
4 medium onions, peeled
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 cup sour cream
Yield: 10 servings
	 1)	 Preheat	 the	 oven	 to	 275	 de-
grees	Fahrenheit.	Place	the	roast	in	a	
very	large	roasting	pot.
	 Add	 the	 broth,	 cover,	 and	 bake	
for	4	to	7	hours.	Add	the	carrots,	pota-
toes,	and	onions,	cover,	and	bake	an-
other	1-1/2	hours.	Separate	the	vege-
tables,	 roast,	and	stock.	Cool	and	 re-
frigerate.	2)	The	next	day,	or	when	the	
roast	 is	 cold,	 make	 the	 brown	 gravy.	
Remove	 and	 discard	 the	 fat	 from	 the	
stock.	Pour	the	broth	into	a	measuring	
cup,	and	if	needed,	add	water	to	make	
3	cups.	 In	a	small	 bowl,	make	a	cold	
roux	by	moistening	the	flour	with	broth,	
adding	1	tablespoon	of	broth	at	a	time.	
Do	 not	 add	more	 broth	 until	 the	 flour	
is	smooth.	Continue	adding	cold	broth	
to	the	flour	until	it	is	as	thin	as	tomato	
juice.	Add	this	back	into	the	broth,	and	
pour	into	a	saucepan.	Boil	for	1	minute,	
and	 remove	 from	 the	heat.	Stir	 in	 the	
sour	cream.	3)	Lay	the	chilled	roast	on	
a	cutting	board,	and	slice	it	across	the	
grain,	about	1/4-inch	thick.	Cut	the	po-
tatoes	in	half	and	the	carrots	into	thirds.	
Arrange	on	a	platter,	top	with	half	of	the	
gravy,	 and	 reheat,	 covered	 in	 the	mi-
crowave	or	a	warm	oven.	Reheat	 the	
remaining	gravy,	and	serve.	
	 Healthy	 choice	 alternative:	 Omit	
the	sour	cream.
	 Note:	 This	 is	 a	 meal	 in	 one	 pot.	
Serve	on	a	platter	and	offer	rolls,	real	
butter,	 and	 a	 green	 salad.	 For	 a	 big	
group,	 add	 green	 beans	 and	 corn	
bread.

COUNTRY CAPTAIN CHICKEN
The New Low-Country Cooking

by	Marvin	Woods
1 cup plain yogurt
1/2 cup tomato paste
3 tablespoons chopped fresh 
   mint leaves
2 tablespoons minced garlic
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon curry powder
1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon ground turmeric
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon ground coriander
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black  
   pepper
One 4-1/2- to 5-pound chicken, cut  
   into pieces, rinsed and patted dry
1/4 cup vegetable oil (for oven-fry  
   method only)
	 1)	In	a	large	bowl,	stir	together	all	
of	the	ingredients	except	for	the	chick-
en	 and	 the	 oil.	 Add	 the	 chicken	 and	
toss	 to	 lightly	coat	with	 the	marinade.	
Cover	 with	 plastic	 wrap	 and	 refriger-
ate	for	at	 least	12	hours	and	up	to	48	
hours.	2)	To	grill	or	broil:	Remove	the	
chicken	from	the	marinade,	 letting	the	
excess	 run	 back	 into	 the	 bowl.	 Grill	
or	 broil	 the	 chicken	 for	 12	 to	 15	min-
utes	per	side,	turning	occasionally,	un-
til	 it	 is	 cooked	 through	and	 the	 juices	
run	clear	when	pierced	with	the	tip	of	a	
sharp	knife.	3)	To	oven-fry:	Preheat	the	
oven	to	350	degrees	Fahrenheit.	Heat	
the	vegetable	oil	in	a	large	skillet.	Re-
move	 the	chicken	 from	 the	marinade,	
letting	 the	 excess	 run	 back	 into	 the	
bowl.	Add	the	chicken	to	the	skillet	skin	
side	down,	one	piece	at	a	 time.	Cook	
for	 5	 to	 7	 minutes.	 Turn	 the	 chicken	
and	brown	the	second	side	for	5	min-
utes.	Transfer	the	chicken	to	a	baking	
sheet	and	bake	for	12	to	15	minutes,	or	
until	it	is	cooked	through	and	the	juices	
run	clear	when	pierced	with	the	tip	of	a	
sharp	knife.

DIRTY RICE WITH 
SPICY PORK SAUSAGE

Recipe	from	GREAT FOOD FAST,
Bob Warden’s Ultimate Pressure 

Cooker Recipes
2 tablespoons olive oil
8 ounces spicy ground pork 
   sausage
1 small yellow onion, diced
1 small green bell pepper, diced
3 stalks celery, diced
1 tablespoon minced garlic
2 cups long-grain white rice 
   (uncooked)
1 teaspoon dry oregano

1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2-1/4 cups chicken stock or broth
	 1)	 With	 the	 cooker’s	 lid	 off,	 heat	
oil	 on	HIGH	or	 “brown,”	 until	 sizzling.	
2)	Place	the	sausage,	onion,	bell	pep-
per,	and	celery	in	the	cooker,	and	sauté	
until	sausage	has	browned,	about	5-7	
minutes.	 3)	 Stir	 in	 garlic,	 rice,	 orega-
no,	chili	powder,	paprika,	and	papper,	
and	sauté	1	additional	minute.	4)	Add	
the	chicken	stock	and	securely	lock	the	
pressure	cooker’s	lid.	Set	for	4	minutes	
on	HIGH.	5)	Let	 the	pressure	 release	
naturally	 for	 10	 minutes	 before	 per-
forming	a	quick	release	to	release	any	
remaining	pressure.	Depending	on	the	
salt	content	of	the	sausage	and	chick-
en	stock,	you	may	need	to	salt	to	taste	
before	serving.

EMILY MEGGETT’S 
FRIED ZUCCHINI

Recipe	from	Gullah Geechee
Home Cooking	by	Emily	Meggett

3 medium zucchini, sliced into  
   rounds about 1/8-inch thick
1 tablespoon salt
1 large egg
1/3 cup milk, whole or 2-percent
1/2 cup self-rising flour
2-1/2 cups vegetable oil
	 1)	 Sprinkle	 the	 salt	 evenly	 onto	
the	zucchini	 (use	more	salt	 if	you	 like	
veggies	a	bit	more	salty).	Set	the	salt-
ed	zucchini	aside.	2)	In	a	large	mixing	
bowl,	 combine	 the	egg	and	milk.	Add	
the	zucchini	slices,	and	make	sure	that	
every	slice	is	coated	in	liquid.	3)	Place	
the	 flour	 in	 a	 large	paper	bag	 (a	gro-
cery	 bag	 will	 do).	 Remove	 the	 zuc-
chini	 slices	 from	 the	wet	mixture	 and	
add	 them	 to	 the	bag	with	flour.	Close	
the	 top	of	 the	bag	and	shake,	 shake,	
shake!	Toss	 the	 ingredients	back	and	
forth,	enough	 to	where	all	of	 the	zuc-
chini	 slices	are	 coated	 in	 the	flour.	 4)	
In	a	12-inch	 cast-iron	 skillet,	 heat	 the	
cooking	oil	to	a	high	temperature.	Drop	
each	 zucchini	 slice	 carefully	 into	 the	
hot	oil,	make	sure	 there	 is	enough	oil	
so	the	zucchini	slices	will	float;	cook	in	
batches.	 Brown	 the	 zucchini	 on	 both	
sides	 until	 crisp.	 This	 should	 take	 no	
more	 than	 5	 minutes	 total.	 5)	 Line	 a	
plate	with	two	paper	towels,	and	place	
the	zucchini	on	the	paper	towels	to	al-
low	the	oil	to	drain.	Serve	immediately.

Lazy Day Pot Roast will make your kitchen smell good for hours

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

Obits
(See message above.)

Many intelligent 
people struggle to 
reconcile their faith in 
God with their 
knowledge of science. I 
was educated to respect 
the truths of science, 
and to believe that many 
of the achievements of 
the modern world are 
due mainly to science. 
In the physical realm, 
things work pretty 
much the way science 
says they do. Billiard 
balls behave like 
Newton said they do, 
and atoms act as 
Einstein described 
them. But the realm of 
spirit is a wholly 
different thing. If we 
expect the world of 
spirit to work according 
to the laws of science 
we’re bound to be 
disappointed. Once we 

realize that in the realm 
of spirit, there is a 
completely different 
logic, we’ll soon come 
to understand that we 
have one foot in the 
physical realm and one 
in the spiritual realm. 
And these two realms 
are often opposed to 
each other. As we 
mature spiritually, we 
begin to see that the 
realm of spirit is the 
eternal and more 
important one. We will 
all someday leave this 
physical world behind 
and therefore we should 
prepare a place in the 
spiritual world before 
we actually go there.

– Christopher 
Simon

07/19/24

Two Worlds
 “So I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. For the 
flesh desires what is contrary 
to the Spirit, and the Spirit 
what is contrary to the flesh. 
They are in conflict with each 
other, so that you are not to 
do whatever you want.”
Galatians 5:16-17 NIV

Two Worlds

(See message above.)
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do whatever you want.”
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Two Worlds

Christopher Michael 
McGee, born on December 
3, 1996, in Orlando, Florida, 
passed away on July 9, 2024, 
at the age of 27. Chris shared 
his birthday with his late father, 
who passed away in 2021, 
a bond that always held a 
special place in his heart.

Chris is survived by his 
loving wife, Darian; his mother, 
Angela; his brother, Dylan and 
his wife Kylie; his grandmoth-
ers, Anna and Barbara; and his 
beloved in-laws Pam and Billy.  
He is also remembered fondly 
by several aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, and his beloved animals, 
who were a signifi cant part of 
his life. He was an amazing 
“fur dad” to his babies, always 
ensuring they were cared for 
and loved.

Chris graduated from 
plumbing school and became a 
licensed plumber, a profession 
in which he took great pride. 
He had a passion for the out-
doors, enjoying activities such 
as camping, hiking, fi shing and 

kayaking. His love for animals 
was evident to all who knew 
him, and he found joy in their 
companionship.

Known for his quick wit 
and sense of humor, Chris was 
a jokester who could always 
bring a smile to those around 
him. He played football in 
his younger years, showcas-
ing his athleticism and team 
spirit. Despite his many 
talents and accomplishments, 
Chris remained humble and 
kind-hearted, endearing him to 
everyone he met.  Everyone 
that met him loved him.

Chris was not only an 
amazing husband but also a 
dedicated provider and Dar-
ian’s soulmate. His unwavering 
love and support for his family 
were the cornerstones of his 
life, and his legacy of love, 
laughter, and kindness will live 
on in the hearts of his family 
and friends. His presence will 
be deeply missed, but the 
memories he created will 
forever be cherished.

A celebration of Chris’s 
life will be held at Loomis Fam-
ily Funeral home in Apopka, 
Florida on July 27, 2024 at 
9:00am.  In Lieu of fl owers 
please make a Meal Train do-
nation to help Chris’s wife with 
funeral expenses and future 
household needs https://www.
mealtrain.com/trains/gmr7vl?

Immediately following the 
service there will be a recep-
tion held at Angela’s house 
in Sorrento, FL. We ask that 
those who attend the recep-
tion, please bring a covered 
dish or dessert to share.  You 
can sign up for your dish by 
emailing Shelly Bradley @ 
shellbrad32@hotmail.com and 
she will send you the sign-up 
link.

  

December 3, 1996 -- July 9, 2024

See Obituary  
on page 12A

DEBORAH ANN HOUS-
TON, NÉE CROTEAU, 75, of 
Apopka passed away on Satur-
day, July 13, 2024. She was born 
in Lillington, Harnett County, North 
Carolina in 1949 to Andrew and 
Mary Croteau. She is survived 
by: mother, Mary G. Kosinski; sis-
ter, Wanda Miller; husband, Mark 
R. Houston; daughter, Shelly A. 
Houston; two grandsons.

...

CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
MCGEE, 27, passed away on July 
9, 2024. He was born on Decem-
ber 3, 1996, in Orlando. Chris is 
survived by: wife, Darian; moth-
er, Angela; brother, Dylan (Kylie); 
grandmothers, Anna and Barba-
ra; in-laws, Pam and Billy. He is 
also remembered fondly by sever-
al aunts, uncles, cousins, and his 
beloved animals.

...

JOHNNIE ELTON RICK-
ETSON (JR, JOHN), 84, passed 
away on July 16, 2024. Born in 
Dixie Camp, outside of Stein-
hatchee, on March 5, 1940 to 
James Ricketson and Annie Lee 
Cook Ricketson. He is survived 
by: wife, Eileen; three boys, Jer-
ry, Joey and Jamey; brother,Tom; 
Sandra Gibbs; and several nieces, 
nephews, grandkids, and great-
grandkids.

...

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

PUB DATE: 07/18/24 - 07/19/24

Your LED Sign
Installation Experts 

407-774-0003
3030 E Semoran Blvd #156 Apopka FL, 32703
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
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 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
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• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
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• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
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• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
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• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer Care Value Mobile Virtual Network 
Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
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Johnnie Elton Ricketson (JR, John) passed away in Hospice care on July 16, 
2024 at the age of 84. He was born in Dixie Camp, a railroad camp outside of 
Steinhatchee, FL., on March 5, 1940, to  Monroe Ricketson and Annie Lee Cook 
Ricketson.

He leaves behind his loving wife Eileen of 60 years , and three sons; twins 
Jerry, Joey, and younger son Jamey. He also has several incredible nieces, nephews, 

grandkids and great grandkids that adored him and he loved 
them dearly. As well as his brother Tom, Lake City, and 

Sandra Gibbs, Dade City.
JR was the publisher of � e Apopka Chief and � e 

Planter newspapers. He served in the U.S. Army’s 
101st Airborne Division. He worked at several 
newspapers during his career from Florida to Texas 
and back to Florida. He was active in the Apopka 
community as a member of the Apopka Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Rotary Club of Apopka and 
the Foliage Sertoma Club, as well as participating in 
many city events. JR was passionate about Apopka.

He was a believer in Christ and that was very 
evident in the way he lived his life and raised his 

family. An avid � sherman, he spent any moment 
he had on the local lakes, and he knew the lakes 

and waters of Central Florida like his own 
backyard. � ere was no one better on or o�  
the water. 

Service details will be available at a later 
date. 

Johnnie Elton Ricketson
March 5, 1940 ••• July 16, 2024
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LIFE, AND FUTURE.
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205  Dayspring Community 
        Church, 
        2434 Old Dixie Hwy 
 
209  Word of Life Church, 
        1853 Vick Rd.
224  Clarcona Horsemans Park, 
        3535 Damon Rd.  
225  John H Bridges Commu-
nity  
        Center, 
        445 W. 13th St.
226  Apopka Community  
        Center, 
        519 S Central Av.
227  Trinity Baptist Church, 
        1022 S Orange Blossom 
        Trail 
228  Hope Baptist Church, 
       129 S Wekiwa Springs Rd.
229  Clay Springs Elementary 
School 
        (555 N Wekiwa Springs 
Rd) (NEW) 
230  First Methodist Church of 
        Apopka, 
       201 S Park Av.
231  First Methodist Church of 
        Apopka, 
       201 S Park Av. 

232  Grace Pointe Church, 
        2051 W Lester Rd.
233  Word of Life, 
        1852 Vick Rd.
234  Orange County Apopka  
        Service Center, 
        1111 Rock Springs Rd.
235  Wekiwa Springs Baptist  
        Church, 
        584 N Wekiwa Springs Rd.
236  Gospel Centered Church, 
        4490 Rock Springs Rd. 
 
237  NW Recreation Complex, 
        3710 Jason Dwelley Pkwy. 
 
238  NOCIA, 
        4253 W Ponkan Rd.
239  Zellwood United  
        Methodist Church, 
        5538 W Jones Av.,  
        Zellwood
242  One Way Christian Church, 
        2100 W. McCormick Rd.  
        (NEW)

FIND YOUR PRECINCT: 
ocfelections.gov/voters/find-
mypollingplace

Apopka Area Voting Precincts. 
Will you vote in the primary 

election on August 19, 2024?

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed 

Obituaries and Memorials or visit 
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

Got
EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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30. GENERAL 
EMPLOYMENT 
Publisher’s Notice 

Federal and State laws pro-
hibit advertising express-
ing a discriminatory pref-
erence on the basis of race, 
age, sex, color, national or-
igin, religion, handicap or 
marital status. The Apopka 
Chief & The Planter will 
not knowingly accept ad-
vertisement for employ-
ment which is in violation 
of the law.
Employment Advertising
Standards of Acceptance
Employment Classifi -
cations are intended to 
announce bona fi de em-
ployment offers only. Em-
ployment advertising must 
disclose the specifi c nature 
of the work being offered. 
Some employment catego-
ries may charge fees. If any 
advertiser does not com-
ply with these standards, 
please notify a Classifi ed 
Sales Representative at 
407-886-2777.

Classifi ed Ad Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m., Classifi eds@theapopkachief.com

01. TOO  LATE TO CLASSIFY

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 12. Counseling
 13.  Good Things To Eat
 14.  Legal Services
 15.  Lost and Found
 16.  Notices
 17.  Personals
 18.  Vacation Information
 19.  Wanted
 20.  Antiques & Collectibles
 21.  Health & Nutrition

30. EMPLOYMENT
 31. Employment Wanted
 32. Help Wanted
 33. Part-Time Help Wanted

 40. FINANCIAL 
 41. Business Opportunities
 42. Money To Lend
 43.  Mortgages Wanted
    44.  Financial-Misc.

50. ANIMALS AND LIVESTOCK
 51. Horses
 52. Pets
 53.  Animals & Livestock-Misc.
 
60. MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
 61. Appliances, Large
 62. Appliances, Small
 63.  Farm Supplies &       
            Equipment
 64.  Foliage For Sale
 65.  Furniture
 66.  Garage Sales
 67.  Musical Instruments
 68.  Nursery Supplies
   69.  Sporting Goods
  70.  Merchandise-Misc.
   71.  Jewelry
   72.  Computers/Electronics

80. TRANSPORTATION
 81.  Autos For Sale
 82.  Boats For Sale
 83.  Motorcycles For Sale
 84.  Recreational Vehicles 
  For Sale
 86.  Trucks For Sale

 87.  Vans For Sale
 88.  Transportation For Hire
 89.  Trailers For Sale

90. AUTOMOTIVE
 91.  Automotive Repair & Parts
 92.  Auto Accessories
 93.  Auto Detailing
 94.  Automotive-Misc.

110. SERVICES
 111.  Child Care
 112.  Home
 113.  Landscaping
 114.  Professional
 115.  Elderly Care
 116.  Services-Misc.
 117.  Cemetery

120. SCHOOLS
 121. Professional
 122.  Trade

130. REAL ESTATE
 131.  Vacant Land 
 132.  Condominiums For Sale
 133.  Homes For Sale
 134.  Townhomes/Duplexes   
  For  Sale
 135.  Manufactured Homes   
  For Sale     
 136.  Mobile Homes/RVs For   
  Sale
 137.  Commercial Property   
  For Sale
 138.  Homes To Share
 139.  Apartments/Condos For  
   Rent
 140.  Homes/Duplexes For   
  Rent
 141.  Mobile Homes or Lots    
  For Rent
    141A. Manufactured Homes   
  For Rent
 142.  Rooms For Rent
 143.  Offi ces For Rent
 144.  Commercial Property   
  For Rent
 145.  Real Estate Wanted
 146.  Exchange
 147.  Nurseries for 
  Sale or Rent

CLASSIFIED INDEX
CLASSIFIED

Advertise Your  Need
for Skill & Talent Here

Call 407-886-2777

32. HELP WANTED01. TOO LATE TO
 CLASSIFY

BE ENCOURAGED 
You may remember 
seeing me on the street 
with my sign. Ever won-
der what I was about? 
“When Jesus is your 
Savior, I will see you in 
Heaven.” I leave you 
with these words: “Be 
encouraged.” 1 Thes-
salonians 5:11

E 0712-0802 DAV 01
_______________________________________

THE END IS HERE! 
Give your life to the 
Lord. “For God so loved 
the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.” - 
John 3:16

E 0712-0802 RUB 10
________________________________________

\

14. LEGAL SERVICES

21. HEALTH AND
 NUTRITION
HEALTH CARE FOR 
entire family: Pediat-
rics, Family, Internal, 
OB/GYN, Dental and 
Pharmacy. www.chcfl .
org. Centers through-
out Central Florida. 
225 E 7th Street, Apop-
ka. 407-905-8827.

JT 0629-0719 TFN COM 21________________________ 

20. ANTIQUES AND
      COLLECTIBLES
SOMETHING OLD? It 
may be another person’s 
treasure. Call to place 
your information here. 
407-886-2777.

0628-0719 OFC 20
----------------------------------------

ARE YOU LOOKING 
for an experienced lawn   
maintenance crew 
member?. If you have 
need for a maintenance 
person, call 407-886-
2777 to place your ad 
here.

CC 0628-0719 CHI 32
______________________________________
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32. HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING

Call the Professionals in 
Our Advertising 
Department for 

Assistance with  a  
Customized Advertising 

Campaign.

Call 407-886-2777 or email 
ads@

theapopkachief.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR 
Learn how. Must have 
driver’s license, be me-
chanically inclined. Hav-
ing own tools a plus. No 
drugs. 407-497-7458.

CC 0712-0802 EDW 32
______________________________________

LAWN MAINTENANCE 
help needed. Must have 
experience. Must be 
ready to work. 407-880-
8048.

CC 0712-0802 TAY 32
_____________________________________

Classifi ed Ads are continued on 
next page.



GARAGE SALES
i

CLASSIFIED Call 407-886-2777
Fax 407-889-4121

 
52. PETS 

PARK AVENUE Ani-
mal Hospital of Apopka 
wants to help keep your 
pet healthy. Call 407-
880-9446.

JT NC 0629-0719 PET 52
_______________________________________

NEWBORN PUPPIES,  
Need to find buyer. 
Advertise them here. 
Call 407-886-2777 and 
ask about the special. 

0719-0809 OFC 52
______________________________________ _

PET NEEDS HOME. 
Call 407-886-2777 to 
let readers know.

0712-0802 DOFC52
_______________________________________

                                                                                            PHOTO RESTORATION 
Experience in digital 
manipulation. I can 
reconstruct damaged 
images. Call Cindy 
at 407-216-9989 or 
visit sweetmemories-
photorestoration.word-
press.com
                 E 0628-0719 DAV 31
_______________________________________

HORSE/PET SITTER. I 
offer experienced care 
at your barn/home for 
your well behaved 
animals. Call Cindy. 

407-216-9989. www.
cindyscrittercare.word-
press.com.

E 0628-0719 DAV 31
______________________________________

PUBLISHED writer 
seeking to be hired. I 
have excellent English 
skills, and am conscien-
tious, and strive to pro-
duce the best result. No 
job too small. Call Cindy 
407-216-9989 or visit 
www.cindyannloweda-
vis.wordpress.com.
                 E 0628-0719 DAV 31
_______________________________________

SWEENEY’S ROOMS 
Cleanest. Quietest. Wifi, 
internet. Multiple loca-
tions. Call Dwayne 321-
2 7 1 - 6 7 7 3 .  s w e e n -
eysrooms4rent.com 

CC 0629-0719 JAC 142
_______________________________________ 
55+ FEMALE ONLY. 
Furnished room/share 
bathroom. Leave mes-
sage. Background will be 
checked. 407-884-7799.

CC 0712-0719 CAM 142
_______________________________________ 

 
WE RENT ROOMS.  Fur-
nished. Everything includ-
ed. Use of washer/dryer, 
kitchen. Outside smoking 
area! Must have stable 
income. $200 weekly plus 
$165 deposit. Absolutely 
no drugs! 407-448-9658. 
Couples welcome.

CC 0705-0726HUR 142
_______________________________________

FURNISHED ROOM, 
Bed, TV and A/C. $450 
month. Ask for Matt 407-
968-3643.

CC 0712-0802 MIL142
_____________________________________

DUPLEX FOR RENT? 
You can advertise it here 
using our 3/4 special. 
Call 407-886-2777 for 
information. 

CC 0719-0809 OFC 140
_______________________________________

HOUSE FOR RENT 3 
Bedroom / 1.5 Bath. 407-
729-6737.

 CC 0628-0719 HIC 140
_______________________________________ 

141. mobilE homES     
     or loTS for rEnT

 
SMALL 2BD MOBILE 
home in gated commu-
nity. Screened porch.W/D 
hookup, close to pool. 
Non-smoking. Monthly 
$1400. Need first/last 
months’ rent. $1400 de-
posit. Background check 
$50. 407-952-5119. 

CC 0719-0809 HUR 141
_______________________________________ 
__________________________________

142. roomS for rEnT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: MONDAY 5 P.M.
classifieds@theapopkachief.com

30. Employment - Publisher’s Notice
     Federal and State laws prohibit advertis-
ing expressing a discriminatory preference on 
the basis of race, age, sex, color, national ori-
gin, religion, handicap or marital status. The 
Apopka Chief & The Planter will not knowingly 
accept advertisement for employment which 
is in violation of the law. Employment Adver-
tising - Standards of Acceptance 
     Employment Classifi cations are intended 
to announce bona fi de employment offers 
only. Employment advertising must disclose 
the specifi c nature of the work being offered 
Some employment categories may charge 
fees. If any advertiser does not comply with 
these standards, please notify a Classifi ed 
Sales representative at 407-886-2777.

Advert i se
Place your

business in the 
service directory.

13 weeks 

only $188.50

Call:
407-886-2777

Service
Directory

Call: 407-886-2777
or email us: classifieds@

theapopkachief.com

32. hElP WanTEd

nEEd a rEnTEr or 
SEll SomEThinG?:

adVErTiSE iT!
TheapopkaChief.com

or give us a call
at

407-886-2777
Classifieds@

theapopkachief.
com

www.
theapopkachief.

com

Tell them 
you saw it in 
Classifieds!

HORSE/PET SITTER. I 
offer experienced care 
at your barn/home 
for your well behaved 
animals. Call Cindy. 
407-216-9989. www.
cindyscrittercare.word-
press.com.

 E0629-0719 DAV 52
_______________________________________ 

 $50 OFF SERVICE calls 
Apopka Appl iance. 
Complete repairs in 
home. Service washers, 
dryers, stoves, refrig-
erators. Dishwashers. 
installed. All help has 
been vaccinated for 
virus. Be safe!  Free haul 
away (no matter where 
you buy a new one 
at!). Used appliances 
available. Service call 
$39.99 with repairs. 
407-886-2255, 407-
497-7458.
                 CC0712-0802 APO 69
_______________________________________

70. mErChandiSE
      miSC.

TRAILER PARTS for 
sale. Largest stocking 
dealer in NW Orange 
County (Apopka). 
407-293-5788. www.
surplus-steel.com.

B 0712-0802 SUR 70
_____________________________________

81. aUToS for SalE
USED CARS. NEW 
cars. Low upfront 
pricing. No dealer 
fees. 407-972-1678. 
Mullinaxfordfl.com

JT 0712-0802 MUL 81
______________________________________

89. TrailErS for
      SalE

TRAILER NO LONGER  
NEEDED? Call 407-
886-2777 to place 
the advertisement 
here. Ask about our 
3/4 special.

0712-0802 OFC 89
___________________________________

CAN’T 
TRAVEL 

LIKE YOU 
ONCE DID?

Have a 
motor home 

for sale?  
Advertise it.

Call 
407-886-2777

Are you starting a new business?
If so, your 

Fictitious Name can be published in 
The Apopka Chief for only $25.

Your Fictitious Name must be advertised 
one time before you make application 

with the Florida Department of Revenue.
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777 
for information, or for a copy of the form.
The deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. for Fri-
day’s publication. A copy of an affi davit 
with a clipping from the paper will be 
sent to the applicant after publication.

HEY!
Are you starting a new business 

in Orange county?

If so, your 
Fictitious Name can be published in 

The Apopka Chief for only $25.
Your Fictitious Name must be advertised 

one time before you make application 
with the Florida Department of Revenue.
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777 
for information, or for a copy of the form.
The deadline is Tuesday at 5 p.m. for Fri-
day’s publication. A copy of an affi davit 
with a clipping from the paper will be 
sent to the applicant after publication.

133. homES for SalE

BUSINESS LOANS
Banks say No!
WE say YES!

GET FAST
ACCESS TO:

Visit: David 
Allen Capital.

com/102467369 or 
call 929-326-7938

 •Business Funds
 •Business LOCs
 •Equipment Funds
 •GIG Funds
 •ERC Funds and    
   More    

42. monEY To lEnd 

142. roomS for rEnT

31. EmPloYmEnT - 
WanTEd To bE hirEd

32. hElP WanTEd

Weekend Sales
#66 “CLIP ‘n SAVE” 

0718-0721

It’s more important now 
than ever before 

that people see your business.
Call the Professionals in Our 
Advertising Department for 

Assistance with  a  Customized 
Advertising Campaign - 

407-886-2777
www.theapopkachief.com
ads@theapopkachief.com

APOPKA & NW Or-
ange. New, resale, fore-
closure homes for sale. 
30 years experience 
with many satisfied 
buyers. Call George 
LaPierre, Broker, Cen-
tral Florida Real Estate 
Connection, Inc., 407-
592-8096 www.cfreci.
webs.com

E 0629-0719 LAP 133
______________________________________

SENIORS 55+ Com-
munities: Looking to 
purchase in a senior 
community in Central 
Florida? Many to choose 
from. Call today for a 
free list of homes and 
financing options. Call 
George LaPierre, Bro-
ker, Central Florida Real 
Estate Connection, Inc., 
407-592-8096 www.
cfreci.webs.com 

E 0629-0719 LAP 133
______________________________________

BUYING, SELLING, 
rentals or property man-
agement. We’re your 
friend in the business. 
Rogers & Rogers Re-
alty. 407-880-8888.

CC 0712-0802 ROG 133
----------------------------------------------------------------

135. mobilE homES     
       for SalE

MOBILE HOME. Lake-
front, 2BD/2BA. 55+ Va-
lencia Estates. Reno-
vated. Move-In ready. 
$49,000. Southern Realty 
Liquidators. Barbara Klef-
fel. 407-808-7117.

 CC 0705-0724 KEL 135
_______________________________________

BUSINESS  FOR SALE? 
Advertise it here. Call 407-
886-2777 for information 
on pricing.

CC 0712-0802 OFC 114
_____________________________________

117. CEmETErY

CEMETERY SPACE for 
sale? Advertise it here. Call 
407-886-2777 for informa-
tion on 3/4 special.

 0712-0802 OFC 117
_____________________________________

2 MAUSOLEUM SPACES    
in Woodlawn Memorial Park, 
Gotha, FL. $7000 negotiable. 
2 plots, Lakeland Memorial 
Park, Lakeland, FL, $1000 
firm. Contact Jack 407-310-
7008/Alma 321-439-1435. 

CC  0628-0719 JAC 117
_____________________________________

121. ProfESSional 
      SChoolS

NEED STUDENTS in 
your  professional 
class? Call 407-886-
2777 to place  your ad 
here.

 0712-0802 CHI 121
_____________________________________ 

All real estate herein 
is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, 
or intention to make any 
such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

131. VaCanT land

REDUCED. 1 ACRE ON 
Tennessee Avenue, Astat-
ula, FL 34705. Fenced, 
cleared land. Sign in yard 
for Barbara DeLoach, 
Rawls Realty, 321-229-
5968.

CC 0719-0809 DEL 131
_________________________________________-

5-ACRE PLOT. Semi-
nole County. 541 E 
Oseola Rd., Geneva. 
330’x660’, $250K  cash 
or $300K finance for 10  
years. “No Realtors”.
Call 407-682-7898.

W 0712-0802 IRV 131
_________________________________________

133. homES for SalE

FIRST TIME HOME 
Buyer... Realtor with 30 
years experience will 
help you thru the maze 
of home buying. Call 
and ask for my “Free” 
book “Buying Your First 
Home.” Call George 
LaPierre, Broker, Cen-
tral Florida Real Estate 
Connection, Inc., 407-
592-8096 www.cfreci.
webs.com

E 0629-0719 LAP 133
_______________________________________

53. animalS-       
     liVESToCK, miSC.

The Apopka Chief & The Planter
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

Call: 407.886.2777 Fax: 407.889.4121
ads@theapopkachief.com | www.theapopkachief.com

If you have a home, auto, or things to sell.
Place your ad here

while it’s a seller’s market.
Give us a call today 

and let us create your ad.

THE HOUSING MARKET 
IN APOPKA IS...

Stop

Lollygagging

Around

15 words, one week, $9.50; 
OR, you can run your ad 

4 weeks for the price of 3 
for only $25.50

Use the Classi� ed Section of
The Apopka Chief 

and The Planter
www.TheApopkaChief.com

or Email
classi� eds@theapopkachief.com

Call 407-886-2777 
today to place your ad,

or fax it to 407-889-4121

BUY Something!
SELL Something!

Perhaps you want to 
TRADE something! 

. Take advantage 
of our great rates!

114. ProfESSional

52. PETS 

69. aPPlianCES
      larGE.

1. Dogs, Pets or 
Livestock
 If  veterinary care is 
unavailable or unaf-
f o rdab le ,  ask  f o r 
Happy Jack® animal 
healthcare for cats, 
dogs, & horses.  At 
Tractor Supply®. Dis-
tributedy by Florida 
Hardware
 800-793-0926.

2. Home Improve-
ment/Service 
Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. We stand 
by our service and if 
we can’t fi x it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan 
that fits your budget!  
Call: 1-888-521-2793

3. Home Improve-
ment/Service
WATER DAMAGE 
CLEANUP & RES-
TORATION:  A small 
amount of water can 
lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 

trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to 
protect your family and 
your home’s value! 
Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060. Have zip code of 
service location ready 
when you call!

4.   Home Improve-
ment/Service
P R O T E C T Y O U R 
HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, 
Rodent, Termite, Spi-
ders and other pests. 
Locally owned and af-
fordable. 
Call for a quote or in-
spection today 1-877-
644-9799  Have zip 
code of property ready 
when calling!

5. DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE to fund the 
SEARCH FOR MISS-
I N G  C H I L D R E N .  
FAST FREE PICKUP.  
24 hour response.  
Running or not. Maxi-
mum Tax Deduction 
and No Emission Test 
Required! 
Call 24/7:  888-815-
4341

6. Home Improve-
ment/Service
AGING ROOF? NEW 
H O M E O W N E R ? 
STORM DAMAGE? 
You  need  a  loca l 
expert provider that 
proudly stands behind 
their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-888-
967-1158
Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when call-
ing! 

7. Medical
ATTENTION OXY-
G E N  T H E R A P Y 
USERS !  D iscover 
Oxygen Therapy That 
Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. 
Call 866-472-8591.

8. Home Improve-
ment/Service
NEED NEW WIN-
D O W S ?   D r a f t y 
rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? 
Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy 
effi cient windows may 
be the answer! 
Call for a consultation 

& FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693. You 
will be asked for the 
zip code of the prop-
erty when connecting.

9. Medical
YOU MAY QUALIFY 
for disability benefi ts if 
you have are between 
52-63 years old and 
under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition 
that prevents you from 
working for a year or 
more. 
Call now! 1-888-222-
1803

10. Home Improve-
ment/Service
BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little 
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts available.  
Call: 1-855-315-1952

July 15, 2024

F L O R I D A  - 
STATEWIDE

07/19/24

130. rEal ESTaTE

The Apopka Chief, July 19, 2024, Page 14A

140. homES/dUPlEXES         
       for rEnT

84. rECrEaTional    
    VEhiClES for SalE

PLAN NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE of 
the tax cuts planned for school supplies. 
July 29—August 11. Families can save on 
pens, pencils, computers, clothing, and other 
school supplies.Clean out the closets now 
and make room for more . 

CC 0712-0719 OFF 66
---------------------------------------------------------------------------_

112. homE

USED APPLIANCES
WANTED!

Dead or Alive.Will pick 
up free. Does not mat-
ter where they were pur-
chased. Apopka Appli-
ance, 407-886-2255, 
407-497-7498.

Service
Directory
Ads are
on the

next page

Brown’s Bernedoodles

Brown’s Bernedoodles
TikTok: Brownsbernedoodles
(352) 232-1725
merebyam@gmail.com

F1bb medium pups ready to join 
your family today!

• FL Health Cert/1st vaccines/deworm/exam
• low/no shed • expect 35-45 lbs
• free 30 days pet insurance
• genetically tested/clear parents
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