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The fastest 15-year-old in the 
world!
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A screenshot of a drone photo taken on August 27 shows a view of the old clubhouse site facing 
north. The image is featured in the Foundry Commercial marketing brochure about the Errol Estate 
former golf course, which recently went on the market for $7.5 million. 

By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff

After years of struggling 
with what to do with it, 5th Hole 
Investments LLC put the former 
golf course at Errol Estate on the 
market for $7.5 million. 

Comprised of 380 gross acres 
and 170 net usable acres, the for-
mer golf course is located west of 
Wekiwa Springs State Park and 
north of U.S. 441 in the city of 
Apopka, as listed by the Orlan-
do commercial real estate firm 
Foundry Commercial. 

“As a former golf course, the 
property presents a unique devel-
opment opportunity in the rap-
idly growing market of Apopka 
and west Orange County,” states 
the Foundry Commercial market-
ing brochure about the property. 

“With its close proximity to ma-
jor road networks, including US 
441 and the 429 Expressway, the 
property is well suited for devel-
opers and users seeking the next 
location for a residential commu-
nity of various product types.”

5th Hole Investments, con-
trolled by the family of golf 
course owner Julian (Larry) 
Klein, who died in 2018, put the 
property up a “few weeks ago,” 
said Andrew Klein, Julian Klein’s 
grandson. A Foundry Commercial 
marketing brochure shows drone 
photos of the former golf course 
taken on August 27. 

 “We just want to be done 
with it and move on,” Andrew 
Klein said.

The prospect of the former 

Former golf course at Errol Estate is on market for $7.5M

See ERROL Page 3A

Pictured (l to r) are Olivia Engel, Jeni Adair, Sean Adair, Mayor Bryan Nelson, Paige 
Ridley, and Jayden Adair, at the Friday, September 13, Chiari Malformation Aware-
ness Month event on the front steps of City Hall. 

In honor of Septem-
ber as Chiari Malformation 
Awareness Month, an event 
took place at Apopka City 
Hall on Friday, September 
13, when the building was 
lit purple. 

Mayor Bryan Nel-
son met with several pa-
tients and their families 
on the steps to present a 
signed proclamation declar-
ing September to be Chiari 
Malformation Awareness 
Month in Apopka. 

“We are grateful that 
we were able to at least get 
together for the lighting of 
City Hall,” said event orga-
nizer Jeni Adair in an email 
to The Apopka Chief. “We 
are especially grateful that 
Mayor Nelson took time 

out of his busy schedule to 
meet us there to present us 
with the Proclamation de-
claring September to offi-
cially be Chiari Malforma-
tion Awareness Month in 
Apopka.”

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, “Chiari malforma-
tion is a condition in which 
brain tissue extends into the 
spinal canal. It occurs when 
part of the skull is misshap-
en or smaller than is typi-
cal. The skull presses on the 
brain and forces it down-
ward. Chiari malforma-
tion is not common, but in-
creased use of imaging tests 
has led to more diagnoses.” 

The Central Florida 

Bill Weinaug (center), a local engineer and owner of Wekiva Island in Longwood, 
speaks about the significance of protecting the Florida springs outside the St. 
Johns River Water Management District Apopka Service Center on South Binion 
Road, Apopka, on Thursday, September 12.

Public says state committed 
‘dereliction of duty’ in 
protecting state’s springs

Event raises awareness of rare medical condition 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, the Apopka 
City Council approved 

and ratified a collective 
bargaining agreement be-
tween the city and the 
Apopka firefighters union. 

The collective bar-
gaining agreement be-

tween the city and the 
Apopka Professional Fire-
fighters Association, Lo-
cal 5293 union, was rati-

City Council ratifies fire 
union contract, 5-0

See CHIARI Page 5A

Liz Felter was awarded the 2024 Gene A. Batson Award on Tuesday, September 
10, at Highland Manor in Apopka at the Florida Nursery, Growers, and Land-
scape Association (FNGLA) Action Chapter Action Chapter’s 29th Gene A. 
Batson Award luncheon. Pictured are Felter (center) with Barbara and Gene 
Batson, the very man the award is named after. See story, photos on page 11A. 

See UNION Page 5A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The public called out 
the DeSantis administra-
tion for its “dereliction of 
duty” from protecting the 
state’s springs. 

On Thursday, Sep-
tember 12, people gath-

ered outside the St. Johns 
River Water Management 
District Apopka Service 
Center, on South Binion 
Road in Apopka. After-
ward, the public attended 
the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) Outstanding Flori-
da Springs Harm Rule pub-

lic workshop. 
According to a no-

tice of meeting/workshop 
hearing, the general sub-
ject matter of the workshop 
was ‘Section 373.219, F.S., 
requires the Department, 
for Outstanding Florida 

See SPRINGS Page 11A
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Horticulture expert honored
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I often promote the 
varied functions per-
formed by Orange Coun-
ty Government. This 
column is yet another 
chance to share how vital 
the OCFL Atlas can be 
to you. The OCFL Atlas 
is a mobile and web ap-
plication that encourages 
citizens to become more 
engaged in the growth of 
their community by pin-
pointing new construc-
tion projects whether 
they’re on the road or 
you see site work being 
done on a piece of prop-
erty.

What makes the At-
las especially useful is 
you can access real-time 
development data, board 
meeting details about the 
project, and project lo-
cations. Let me give you 
an example. If you want 
to see what’s happening 

construction-wise near 
your home, the Atlas will 
detail the type of project. 
Let’s say you’ve seen 
workers on a road near 
your house and won-
der exactly what’s hap-
pening. The OCFL Atlas 
will tell you if it’s road 
paving, pedestrian safety 
upgrades, etc.

Another highlighted 
feature… if a project on 
the OCFL Atlas is under 
our Development and 
Planning Department, 
you will find the name of 

We could learn a lot 
from crayons. Some are 
sharp, some are pretty, 
and some are dull. Some 
have weird names, and 
all are different colors, 
but they all have to live 
in the same box. They 
do not argue about dif-
ferences in colors, the 
usage of one more than 
the other, which color is 
used more than others, 
they get along in the box 
named Crayons. 

There is a saying 
that goes, “It’s amaz-

ing how much can be ac-
complished when no one 
cares who gets the cred-
it.” When you use cray-
ons, you use them for the 
end result, i.e., a com-
plete and beautiful pic-

ture, using all the colors 
at your disposal, all that 
are in the box! 

Thinking on these 
things, we need to real-
ize we also have a grand 
Artist that uses each one 
of us in His creation of 
our daily life, hour by 
hour. When we recognize 
we are all from the same 
box, and our desire is to 
be a part of a larger pic-
ture by taking part, we 
will be more receptive 
to the other colors being 
used. Then we can join in 

the effort to present the 
masterpiece as a team-
participation work-of-art! 

The United States 
of America is still in the 
process of being com-
pleted, and my prayer 
is: I hope the process for 
completion never ends. 
We are still a nation of 
growth, and as crayons 
in the Master’s hand, 
He chooses which color 
works best in His master-
piece, and in what place. 

I know the argument 
about how different look-

ing we are, and yet the 
Bible says we are all cre-
ated in His image. If we 
were talking about a mir-
ror image, it would be 
impossible to explain, 
but let’s look for an an-
swer in GOD’s Word. We 
recognize GOD as being 
three Persons in one: The 
Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Bible speaks of 
men and women also be-
ing three in one: Hebrews 
4:12: For the word of 
God is quick, and power-

ful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, pierc-
ing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and mar-
row, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. 

How does this match 
GOD’s image? We know 
the flesh of GOD, it is Je-
sus Christ. We know the 
Spirit of GOD (the Holy 
Spirit), and we know the 

When I can share 
some of the good things 
that happen every day 
in our schools, I jump 
at the opportunity. Of-
ten, we only see nega-
tive things in the news or 
on social media and yes, 
those things happen. But 
there are far more posi-
tive things happening on 
a daily basis, and those 
deserve to be recognized 
as well.

This week I would 
like to share what some 
of our amazing commu-
nity members have done 
for our schools.

In October, the 
School Board has a spe-
cial recognition meeting 
where each school board 
member can recognize a 
community member who 

has had a positive impact 
on a local school.

This year, I decid-
ed to ask my schools to 
share with me names 
of any special volun-
teer or partner who de-
serves this recognition. 
Well, it’s no surprise that 
I received several great 
nominations, and, while 
I cannot recognize all of 
them at the meeting, I 
wanted to take this time 
to recognize them here.

First up, Apopka 
High School principal 
Lyle Heinz jumped on 
the opportunity to rec-
ognize two very special 
gentlemen who dedicate 
a huge amount of time to 
the the Blue Darter Band 
despite their own chil-
dren graduating from the 
school years ago. 

Carl Reda and Joe 
Chandler are vital to the 
band program and “em-
body all that is right with 
the world of educational 
support,” the school told 
me.

These two men 
helped secure Big Blue, 
the beautiful semi-truck 
that hauls our band 
equipment all over the 

Colors are blended together to create a masterpiece of teamwork
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Give yourself 
permission to fail 

trying.

Gracious words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.

Proverbs 16:24

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
4th annual 9/11 5K Memorial run 
benefitting the Armando Borjas 
Jr. Foundation begins 7:15 a.m. 
on Sat., September. 28, at the 
amphitheater, NW Recreation 
Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley 
Pkwy. Race begins at 8 a.m. Info:  
runpositivepvusa@gmail.com
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Volunteers are being recognized

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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By Amber Jo Cooper
Florida Voice, Sept. 17, 2024
West Palm Beach, Fla. – 

Gov. Ron DeSantis announced 
he has signed an executive order 
assigning the case involving the 
attempted assassination of Presi-
dent Donald Trump to the Office 
of Statewide prosecutor, under the 
supervision of Attorney General 
Ashley Moody.

“The suspect Ryan Routh, is 
believed to have committed state 
law violations across multiple ju-
dicial circuits in the state: Palm 
Beach Judicial Circuit, the Ju-
dicial Circuit, including Martin 
County, as well as perhaps the Ju-
dicial Circuit represented by Bro-
ward County,” DeSantis said.

Fifty-eight-year-old Ryan 
Wesley Routh appeared in feder-
al court on Monday and is being 
charged with possession of a fire-
arm by a prohibited person (con-
victed felon) and possession of a 
firearm with an obliterated serial 
number, according to the initial 
complaint. More charges are re-
portedly expected.

DeSantis said the state of Flor-
ida has jurisdiction “over the most 
serious, straightforward offense, 
which is attempted murder.”

The governor said he does not 
believe it is “in the best interest” 
of the state to have “the same fed-
eral agencies that are seeking to 
prosecute Donald Trump leading 
this investigation.”

DeSantis said the public de-
serves to know the “truth.” He 
said the results of the investigation 
will be made public.

The governor said as soon as 
he heard the news of the assassi-
nation attempt, he ordered FDLE 
to immediately “save the social 
media” accounts before the ac-
counts were taken down.

DeSantis noted the suspect 

was “recruiting people” to go fight 
in Ukraine.

“This guy was in Ukraine. 
This guy was giving interviews 
to the New York Times. This guy 
was doing a lot of stuff – he’s got a 
rap sheet, he’s recruiting people to 
go fight there, he’s talking about 
Taiwan,,” DeSantis explained. 

“Man, we need answers on 
this,” DeSantis said. 

DeSantis went back and forth 
with a reporter over Florida seek-
ing to file attempted murder 
charges against Trump assassi-
nation suspect versus the federal 
government.

He noted the federal govern-
ment does “not have jurisdic-
tion to bring an attempted murder 
charge.”

“We have the ability to pur-
sue potentially life in prison un-
der state law. They cannot pursue 
charges to the extent we can,” De-
Santis said.

The governor said he spoke 
with President Trump, and he was 
in “good spirits.”

“He did remark that on that 
sixth hole, he was in pretty good 
shape for a potential birdie, and 
if you know the former president, 
that matters a lot to him,” DeSan-
tis said.

DeSantis said there will be 
more information “as the investi-
gation unfolds.”

Moody called out President 
Joe Biden at the press conference.

“It was really disappointing to 
hear the President [Joe Biden] say 
that President Trump should be 
put in a bulls eye just days before 
we saw the first assassination at-
tempt, and then weeks later, at the 
DNC, say that that threat was still 
very much alive, and now, again, 
in under 30 days, another assassi-
nation attempt,” Moody said.

Florida should be investigating 
the assassination attempt

Consultant Emeritus
John Peery

Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023

General Mgr Emeritus
Neoma Knox 

Feb. 12, 1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

Reporters
Teresa Sargeant

Marshall Tempest
Neal Fisher

Publisher Emeritus
John Ricketson

Mar. 5, 1940 - July 16, 2024

The governor said he does not be-
lieve it is “in the best interest” of 
the state to have “the same federal 
agencies that are seeking to prose-
cute Donald Trump leading this in-
vestigation.”
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OCFL Atlas will provide answers

Executive order is signed by 
Gov. DeSantis to investigate 

assassination attempt
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golf course getting sold 
is  “very likely. Land is 
scarce and a good portion 
of this property is suitable 
for development,” Klein 
said.

The impact the former 
golf course sale would have 
on Errol Estate as a whole 
would depend on the buy-
er and whatever the buyer 
may intend to do, according 
to Klein. 

The future land use 
for certain parcels on the 
golf course was amended 
in 2018, according to the 
Foundry Commercial list-
ing, allowing for a mixed-
use of residential and com-
mercial uses. 

Over the years, the for-
mer golf course has faced 
challenges in maintaining 
viability and undergone 
much public discussion 
about its fate. Developers 
such as Signature H, a Cel-
ebration real estate devel-

oper, approached the golf 
course owner with revital-
ization proposals.  

In 2018, Signature H 
proposed to transform the 
former golf course into 
New Errol, complete with 
a revitalized golf course, a 
large-scale community wa-
ter park, a boutique hotel-
lodge, a community rec-
reation trail, a fitness cen-
ter, and several parks with 
playgrounds and pavilions. 
However, Signature H and 
5th Hole Investments had a 
falling-out. Since then, the 
golf course, clubhouse, and 
tennis courts have closed. 
Later, the clubhouse was 
razed. 

The process of forming 
a recreational district began 
in October 2019, when the 
Klein family first reached 
the city and also a few 
homeowner associations in 
Errol Estate. 

In 2020, the Errol Es-
tate Recreation District Ad-
visory Committee met to 

Continued from page 1A

Errol: Golf course was one of more than 1,000 to have closed 
research options for possi-
bly forming the Errol Rec-
reational District. The com-
mittee’s task included re-
viewing acquisition op-
tions, selecting amenities 
for pricing and rebuilding, 
and electing recreation-
al district board members.  
The committee was to ne-

gotiate with 5th Hole In-
vestments. 

Over the last several 
years, golf courses all over 
Florida shuttered, though 
the state once had more of 
them – at over 1,250 – than 
any other state. 

“I am disappointed that 
the Klein family walked 

away from a pretty good 
proposal that had been vet-
ted by a core group of Errol 
residents,” Mayor Bryan 
Nelson said in an emailed 
September 18 statement. “I 
think the family will find 
it hard to sell the property 
without community buy-in. 
The Errol folks have been 

burned once and will need 
some assurances from a 
new buyer before they sup-
port the sale.”

The Apopka Chief 
reached out to Foundry 
Commercial for comment 
but have not received one 
as of press time.
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WE JUST 
MOVED 
TO A

NEW 
LOCATION
COME SEE US!

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 12/13/24
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com



soul of GOD. The soul 
is where our emotions, 
commitments and love 
are manifest, as in John 
3:16 “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”

 So, we know how 
GOD created all of us in 
His image, but He also 
gave each one of us a free 
will, both to either accept 
His Gift of Jesus, or re-
ject Him. Whichever way 
you choose, GOD’s go-
ing to use you in His mas-
terpiece called the United 
States of America by al-
lowing you, with wisdom 
and understanding, to use 
the common sense He or-
dained you with to take 
proper action when you 
enter the voting booth. 

Do not vote your 
worldly emotions, but 
take time to study the 
candidates, and their plat-
form and then use your 
God-given wisdom to fill 
in the oval spaces. 

When voting for 
the amendments, think 

about the ramifications 
your vote could produce. 
Amendment #1 gives 
us a choice of know-
ing the political party of 
each candidate for school 
board membership. The 
way I see it now is that  
the candidates do not 
show which political par-
ty platform they stand 
for. At least by naming 
the party they support, 
we would have a better 
idea of their ideology and 
what their goals are for 
our kids. 

Amendment #3 touts 
all the benefits of legal-
izing marijuana – which 
are mostly lies. They 
talk about how it will cut 
down on street dealers, 
provide billions of dol-
lars for our schools, free 
up our local police force 
for serious crime (do they 
think our police don’t 
know how to prioritize?), 
and how it will be regu-
lated, but by whom? Just 
what we need ... another 
stupefying drug that will 
end up by giving us more 
DUI’s, and young and old 
will know exactly who to 
go to for their daily high.

Amendment #4 

would give the opportu-
nity to those who profit 
from murder (abortion) 
to live “high on the hog” 
and keep the population 
down. When I see the live 
birth of a baby, I consid-
er it a miracle. From the 
time a baby is conceived 
until he or she is wel-
comed into the outside 
world by birth, or C-sec-
tion, they are completely 
at the mother’s mercy. 

The baby knows his 
or her mom, can hear 
her singing, is comfort-
ed when mom lies down 
for a rest, and at all times 
depends on his or her 
mom to protect them. The 
amendment they are try-
ing to get passed does 
away with parent notifi-
cation (“no law shall in-
terfere”), does away with 
when the baby may be 
murdered by having no 
restrictions, and can be 
decided by a “Health-
care Provider,” not even a 
physician. 

Let’s use our God-
given common sense 
when we go to vote. Re-
member, we all are in the 
same box! Get out and 
VOTE.

Continued from page 2A
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	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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state so that our 200-plus 
band members can ef-
fectively travel to events. 
They also give up their 
time to drive the semi for 
the band when they trav-
el. To top it off, they also 
dedicate countless hours 
setting up Roger Wil-
liams Field each and ev-
ery Friday for our band 
and the visiting bands for 
the games!

At Wolf Lake Mid-
dle School, Jacque-
lin Alexander, from a 
suspension alternative 
site called Keeping Up 
Apopka, is an amaz-
ing community partner. 
When students go there 
as an alternative to sus-
pension, she not only en-
sures they are receiving 
instruction, she counsels 
and mentors them.

Alexander is often 
found on campus follow-
ing up with students she 
has seen to continue her 
mentorship and she also 

mentors some young 
parents in the communi-
ty, as well.

John Dempsey 
of Journey Christian 
Church has brought 
more than 60 volunteers 
to Piedmont Lakes Mid-
dle School two separate 
times to do beautification 
projects including bring-
ing new plants, mulch, 
painting and clean-
ing projects. They have 
stocked the school’s 
food pantry and donated 
and organized the cloth-
ing closet for families in 
need as well.

Dempsey and his 
volunteers have also 
worked on projects to 
bring a positive envi-
ronment to students and 
staff. 

The school told me 
“The love that they have 
brought each time can be 
felt, not only in those ac-
tual days, but also as stu-
dents come to school and 
see the changes made.”

These incredible 

volunteers are just some 
of the examples of com-
munity members making 
a real difference in the 
lives of our students each 
and every day in our lo-
cal schools. 

Last year, OCPS had 
more than 76,000 vol-
unteers working in our 
schools district-wide and 
over 5,000 partnerships 
helping our schools. Our 
community is incredibly 
supportive of our local 
schools, and we are so 
thankful for the support. 

If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
or partner, there are al-
ways numerous oppor-
tunities available. Our 
schools are always look-
ing for help in many dif-
ferent ways. 

Feel free to reach 
out directly to a school 
or visit the Community 
Outreach page on ocps.
net. 

It’s a great way to 
share your talent and 
time!

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Volunteers are positive influences

the county Planner as-
signed to the project, and 
you can email him or 
her with questions. Con-
sider this your “one stop 
shop” for those ques-
tions you have when you 
see changes occurring in 
your community.

Finally, you can be-

come a registered user 
of the Atlas, and this will 
enable you to receive 
emails about all upcom-
ing development in un-
incorporated Orange 
County.

How to get to there? 
Download OCFL At-
las on the App Store on 
Google Play. The desk-

top version can be found 
at: https://www.ocfl.
net/Home/Newsletter-
sAlerts/OCFLAtlas.aspx

I use mine on my 
cell phone and find it 
works very easily. I hope 
you do, too. If any ques-
tions, contact: gis@ocfl.
net or 407.836.0066.

Moore: Register to use the Atlas

Hayden: Study, then be sure to VOTE

Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT 

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 beginning at 5:30 P.M., 
or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 16, 2024 beginning 
at 7:00 P.M. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at 
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to 
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less 
than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

September 20, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Jonathan 
Huels, Esq. has made application relating to the following described 
property.

     Apopka City Council
     Apopka Planning Commission
     Community Development Department    

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 18-20-28-0000-00-132, 
18-20-28-0000-00-031, 18-20-28-0000-00-105, 18-20-28-0000-00-050, 
18-20-28-0000-00-049, 18-20-28-0000-00-061, 18-20-28-0000-00-048, 
18-20-28-0000-00-052, 18-20-28-0000-00-106, 18-20-28-0000-00-035, 
18-20-28-0000-00-034, 18-20-28-0000-00-032, 18-20-28-0000-00-033, 
18-20-28-0000-00-037, 18-20-28-0000-00-051, 18-20-28-0000-00-080, 
18-20-28-0000-00-119, 18-20-28-0000-00-046, 18-20-28-00000-00-047 
 Contains: 116.94 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3078
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL, CITY FLU-IN PROGRESS, AND CITY RESIDENTIAL 
VERY LOW SUBURBAN TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD, AND EAST OF 
CHANDLER ROAD, OWNED BY ORCHID ESTATE HOA COMMUNITY, MEGA 
GNG, LLC, JACOB SNAVELY, 4625 CHANDLER ROAD, LLC, MATTHEW 
& DEBORAH SHAW, DAPHNE MARTIN, WALTER H. ROBINSON III, YOO 
SHIK UM IRREVOCABLE TRUST, PM-S1 REO, LLC COMPRISING 116.94 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Call The Apopka Chief and 
speak with one of our 
marketing specialists.

Let us tell YOUR
 business story!

Email: ads@theapopkachief.com 
or visit www.theapopkachief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121
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fied by a vote of bargaining 
unit members, which took 
place on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, and Thursday, 
September 12. Upon ap-
proval and ratification, this 
agreement is to remain in 
effect until September 30, 
2026. 

The funding source is 
the city general fund.

“Today marks a his-
toric milestone in the long 
history of the Apopka Fire 

Department. Over the past 
two days, your Apopka 
Firefighters have cast their 
votes and officially fulfilled 
their part in ratifying the 
first-ever Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement for the 
Apopka Fire Department 
since its founding in 1882,” 
states a September 12 Face-
book post from the Apop-
ka Professional Firefighters 
Association, Local 5293. 

According to the 
union’s post, “If ratified by 
the City Council on Sep-

tember 18th, this agree-
ment will bring our fire-
fighters’ wages and bene-
fits up to competitive lev-
els with those of surround-
ing communities. Before 
this, our base wages had 
remained stagnant for five 
years, and our paramedic 
incentive had not been im-
proved in over 20 years. 
Our firefighters have faced 
challenges, watching other 
departments make steady 
progress, and we have, un-
fortunately, lost excellent 

firefighters to those munici-
palities. We aim to reverse 
this trend, ensuring we re-
tain our best and attract the 
highest quality personnel to 
serve our City.”

The union board ex-
pressed gratitude to several 
people including their fire-
fighting colleagues, con-
tract committee members, 
the family of Austin Du-
ran (the Apopka firefighter 
who died in July 2022 from 
sustained line-of-duty inju-
ries), interim Fire Chief Wil 

Continued from page 1A

Union: Agreement to remain in effect until September 2026
Sanchez, the leadership of 
the State and International 

Union, attorney Rich Siwi-
ca, and local union leaders. 

Chapter of The American 
Syringomyelia and Chi-
ari Alliance Project, Inc. 
(ASAP) recognizes the 
people within  the commu-
nity who live with these 
conditions every day, as 
well as helping to highlight 
the need for more attention, 

funding, and research to 
find better treatments and, 
ideally, a cure.

“We are excitedly 
looking forward to starting 
preparations for our Walk 
& Roll’s Triumphant return 
in September of 2025!” said 
Adair, adding that mon-
ey raised from the Walk & 
Roll events go to ASAP. 

Continued from page 1A

Chiari: Fundraiser 
to return in 2025

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following
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Expiration Date

Please Sign Below
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com
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June 23,24

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com  
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about  

our Business Profile program.  
Visit www.theapopkachief.com  

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL 
YOUR BUSINESS 

STORY!

Marching for Jesus Parade 2024
on Saturday, Sept. 28, 10 a.m.

Corners of 
977 S. Central Ave & 10th St.

Walk the streets of Apopka preaching the 
gospel, singing, handing out gospel tracts, 
waving signs proclaiming the Lordship of 
Christ, and that He alone is the answer 

for the lost and dying. 
Young and old are invited!!

We need your help!
Contact Pastors: Keith Bridges

407-760-4746, 
End Time Word Ministry and 

Sarah Ballard, 407-463-9132, 
Living Waters Community Fellowship Ministries 

for more information.

3D SHOWINGS

Fri., Sept. 20, 2024 thru 
Sun., Sept. 22, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

TRANSFORMERS ONE (PG) 
10:30A; 12:20; 1:20; 3:10;  4:10; 
6:00; 7:00 ; 8:50
BEETLEJUICE BEETLEJUICE 
(PG-13) 11:00A; 1:40; 4:20; 
7:10; 10:00
SPEAK NO EVIL (R) 10:40A; 
1:30; 4:30; 7:20; 10:20
THE KILLER'S GAME (R) 
12:30; 3:40; 6:40; 10:30
REAGAN (PG-13) 12:00; 3:20; 
6:20; 9:30 
NEVER LET GO (R) 11:10A; 
1:50; 4:40; 7:30; 10:10 
DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE 
(R) 12:10; 3:30; 6:50; 9:40 

TRANSFORMERS ONE (PG) 
9:50

Last August I wrote an 
article entitled, “Love is”, 
explaining why I felt, at that 
time, I needed to stop writ-
ing this column. My husband 
was the reason.

He had been in and out 
of the hospital for the prior 
eleven months and was, at 
that time, at home again. I 
wanted and needed to be 
there … to take care of him, 
the best I could. More than 
that, to BE with him. For us 
to spend more alone-with-
each-other time, which 
hospitalization doesn’t al-
low much of... something 
we were used to and really 
enjoyed.

I’ve often heard discus-
sions questioning whether 
Love at First Sight is a real 
thing. My answer is a definite 
“Yes!”  I first met Denny in a 
radio station in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, where I was born 
and raised. He was sta-
tioned there with the Marine 
Corps and had arrived in the 
islands just a few months 
before. He was at the ra-
dio station auditioning for a 
band I sang in, and I knew 
the moment I saw him that 
he was The One I wanted to 
spend the rest of my life with.  
Even during the less-than-
Fairy-Tale times that happen 
in real life, I never changed 
my heart or mind. Just nine 
days before our anniversary 
last year, he went to be with 
The Lord, and today, Sep-
tember 20, 2024, would 
have been our 66 Wedding 
Anniversary.

 I know I’m not the only 

widow out there. I know 
there are many who know 
what I mean when I say his 
leaving left a huge hole in 
my heart, but those are only 
words, and they’re a com-
pletely inadequate descrip-
tion. Someone asked me 
months ago what “it’s” like. 
If asked today, I’d have to 
say the same thing I thought 
then… I don’t know. I’ve nev-
er been here before. 

My question, even after 
almost a full year, is… how 
long does this pain last? 
Maybe, I think, as long as 
the memories? If that’s the 
answer, then I know I’ll sur-
vive because I’ve got a life-
time of wonderful memories 
of an incredible life, with an 
incredible man. 

We met and fell in love 
as teenagers, and, on the 
last days of his life, we still 
loved each other the way we 
did then. In fact, this is the 
note that came, with beau-
tiful roses, from him on that 
last anniversary: “Happy 
Anniversary, Sweetheart. 
Circumstances are not what 
either one of us would like 
them to be, but you are the 
only circumstance I need. 
I love you more today than 
ever!! Love, Denny”.

You may be wondering 
why I’d share something so 
personal in such a public 
way, and my answer would 
be that maybe it will help 
another woman who finds 
herself alone, suddenly… a 
woman who lives in a house 
she had been sharing with 
someone she loved deeply, 
who finds herself left with 
only his echo ... that she’ll 
feel that someone out there 
understands, and she’ll feel 
a little less alone.

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

September 20, 
2024As Time Goes By

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

Share 
your 

opinion
Send, bring 

or email your 
signed letter of 
approximately 
250 words to:

Editor
The Apopka 

Chief
400 N. Park 

Avenue,
Apopka 32712

For info:
Call 

407-886-2777
Fax: 
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By Stella Canfield
UF/IFAS

Liz Felter  has been 
awarded the 2024 Gene A. 
Batson Award by the Flor-
ida Nursery, Growers, and 
Landscape Association 
(FNGLA) Action Chapter. 

Felter was honored 
with the award on Tuesday, 
September 10, at Highland 
Manor in Apopka during 

Florida’s Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson 
with Liz Felter.

Photos courtesy of UF/IFAS (Facebook) Liz Felter with 
fellow UF/IFAS colleagues, including Kirsten Pelz-Ste-
linski, Lance Osborne, Jianjun Chen and Hayk Khacha-
tryan from the center, celebrating her award.

Growers association awards horticulture expert at luncheon

the FNGLA Action Chap-
ter’s 29th Gene A. Batson 
Award luncheon, where in-
dustry leaders and profes-
sionals celebrated her work 
and achievements.

Felter is the regional 
specialized extension agent 
for The University of Flor-
ida’s Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (UF/
IFAS).

As the chapter’s high-
est honor, the Gene A. Bat-
son Award recognizes mem-
bers who show outstanding 
leadership and service with-
in the chapter and industry. 

Felter was selected 
based on her exceptional 
contributions to Florida’s 
horticultural community 
and dedication to advancing 
industry practices.

“I’m honored to re-
ceive the Gene A. Batson 
Award,” said Felter. “It is 
humbling to be recognized 
by the stakeholders you 
serve for doing a job that 
you love.”

With a career span-
ning decades, Felter has be-
come a key figure in both 
the FNGLA Action Chap-

ter and Florida’s horticul-
tural sector. Felter has sig-
nificantly impacted the field 
through her extensive work 
in Extension education, in-
tegrated pest management 
(IPM) scout training, plant 
clinic diagnostics, water re-

search and the new Intro-
duction to Working in the 
Horticulture Industry class.

From her work setting 
up the first in-house land-
scape maintenance depart-

See FNGLA Page 11A
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Solutions can be found on page 6A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church, is presenting Recovery At 
The Hope (R.A.T.H.) Conference 
on Saturday, October 5, from 8:30 
a.m.-12 noon, at 927 South Central 
Avenue. There will be a free break-
fast at this free event.

The community is invited 
(youth, teens and adults) to come 
to hear information and testimo-
nies from special guests as to how 
to prevent, identify, deal with and 
resolve addictions. An addiction is 
not always centered on drugs and 
alcohol. It can be anything keeping 

someone from developing a closer 
relationship with God. 

If you are not able to attend, 
send someone that may need a 
listening ear or who may be ex-
periencing anxiety, depression, 
domestic violence, child abuse, or 
bullying.

Hope is available. Call Rev. 
Alexander H. Smith, RATH Pas-
tor at 407-721-4759 or Dr. Yvonne 
Holmes, Ph.D., RN, Mental Health 
and Christian Counseling, 407-
579-1339 for more information 
and assistance. 

Recovery At The Hope, Oct. 5, 8:30-12 Noon

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

Every Monday: Industry Night 15-20% with 
           Ladies Happy Hour 6-9pm
Every Tuesday: Krazy James Karaoke 7-10pm
Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker @ 6:30pm
Friday: Celtic Superstars McIntyre 7-10pm

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!
* Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. 
Flatbreads, Cheeseburgers, Jalapenos & 

Cheese Sausage Dogs, Cod & Tots.

Every Monday: Industry Night 15-20% with 
           Ladies Happy Hour 6-9pm
Every Tuesday:  Krazy James Karaoke 7-10pm
Friday: Celtic Superstars McIntyre @7pm

* Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. 
Flatbreads, Cheeseburgers, Jalapenos & 

Cheese Sausage Dogs, Cod & Tots.

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or 
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. 
Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer 
responsible for all sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-520-1525
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or 
PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. 
Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer 
responsible for all sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this summer.

September 12/13

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

September 29th, 2024 at 10:00 am

Would like to invite you to come 
join us for a blessing from

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church
Would like to invite you to come 

join us for a blessing from

September 29th, 2024 at 10:00 am

“The Davis’”“The Davis’”

Do You Have a Need in Your Life?
Then join us Wed., Sept. 25 – Fri., Sept. 27 

during Prayer Week 4:00PM – 8:00PM

Do You Have a Need in Your Life?
Then join us Wed., Sept. 25 – Fri., Sept. 27 

during Prayer Week 4:00PM – 8:00PM

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
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• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
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Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

As inflation and rising costs continue to strain 
budgets, energy disconnections have become 
an unfortunate reality for many Americans, but 
there’s hope! At Lake Apopka Natural Gas District 
(LANGD), we are committed to ensuring our cus-
tomers in Apopka, Clermont, Winter Garden, and 
surrounding areas do not have to face these chal-
lenges alone. In 2021, the employees of LANGD 
were hearing and seeing the need to help those 
dealing with financial hardship and we launched 
LANGD’s Helping Hand, a customer assistance 
program designed to support residential customers 
struggling to keep up with their bills.

In partnership with Heart of Florida United Way, 
LANGD’s Helping Hand has proven to be a vital re-
source for our community. The program was initiat-
ed after a $5,000 investment by LANGD’s board of 
directors, and thanks to the generosity of communi-
ty members, vendors, LANGD employees and even 
fellow customers, it has continued to grow. In just 
over three years, the program has provided thou-
sands of dollars in assistance, helping dozens of 
families keep their showers hot, and meals cooked.

The success of the Helping Hand reflects on 
LANGD’s deep-rooted commitment to our commu-
nity. We are your neighbors, we live in the commu-
nities that we serve and when the COVID-19 pan-
demic surfaced in 2020, nobody could have imag-
ined how it would affect so many families trying to 
make ends meet. The Helping Hand program was 
founded a year into the pandemic to provide critical 
financial assistance to families facing unprecedent-
ed economic challenges at the time, and its impact 
today is as strong as ever. 

In addition to our Helping Hand program, the 
District also encourages customers to explore the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LI-
HEAP) and how it can also help low-income house-
holds with their energy bills. As a federally funded 
initiative, LIHEAP provides crucial support that en-
sures that more families have access to consistent, 
safe, and reliable natural gas, especially during 
challenging economic times. Learn more at https://
acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/liheap.

LANGD’s Helping Hand is more than just a fi-
nancial assistance program; it is a testament to our 
belief in the power of community. We understand 
that everyone needs someone to lean on from time 
to time, and we are proud to offer that Helping Hand.

If you or someone you know is a LANGD resi-
dential customer facing financial hardship, you may 
qualify for assistance. Applicants must be a custom-
er of record or authorized on the account, have a 
past-due balance, and are not involved in tamper-
ing-related criminal activity. Assistance is available 
up to twice a year or up to $350 per household with-
in a 12-month period. If you want to donate to the 
Helping Hand fund, check out www.langd.org to 
learn more or contact us at (407) 656-2734. We are 
grateful for the generosity of our customers, employ-

ees, our vendors, and other 
community members who 
have donated to Helping Hand, and we believe the best is yet to come. 

At LANGD, we will always work hard to ensure families in need have access to 
natural gas. Learn about switching to resilient, affordable and reliable natural gas 
by contacting the District’s marketing team at (407) 656-2734, x307, marketing@
langd.org or visit www.langd.org for more information.

ADVERTISEMENT

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District 
Continues to Lend a Helping Hand

Learn about switching to resilient, affordable 
and reliable natural gas by contacting the 
District’s marketing team at (407) 656-2734, x307, 
marketing@langd.org or visit www.langd.org for 
more information.

Lake Apopka Natural Gas 
District is proud to announce 
that, for the eighth 
consecutive year, its natural 
gas systems were found in 
100% satisfactory 
compliance with state and 
federal natural gas pipeline 
safety regulations, as notified 
by the Florida Public Service 
Commission. 

The safe delivery of natural 
gas is the No. 1 priority for 
every LANGD employee, and 
this achievement further 
underscores LANGD’s 
unwavering commitment to 
safety and reliability for the 
communities it serves.

LANGD ACHIEVES 100% 
COMPLIANCE IN SAFETY 

EVALUATION FOR EIGHTH 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777 to find out about our  
Business Profile program. Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services
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• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 9/30/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 9/30/24.

SMILE WITH
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New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 9/30/24.
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Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL
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RUN DATES:  begins 09/20 ends 9/26

Animal companions 
give so much to humans, 
and part of the respon-
sibility to care for them 
is helping them to stay 
healthy. The staff at Park 
Avenue Animal Hospi-
tal offers some helpful 
hints on ways to focus 
on your pet’s well-being.  

REMOVE DAN-
GEROUS HOUSE-
HOLD ITEMS - Protect 
your animal friends by 
learning and thinking 
about common house-
hold items that can poi-
son pets. Items that 
seem ordinary to you but 
that are harmful to pets 
include: Plants, medi-
cations, chemicals, hu-
man food, and house-
hold cleaners. And, if 
your pet eats everyday 
items lying around the 
house, a neglected sock 
or small toy can require 
emergency surgery if it 
doesn’t pass. 

SPEND TIME WITH 
YOUR COMPANIONS 
- If you are rushing 
around without seem-
ingly any time to even 
breathe, it’s important to 
stop and sit down with 
your animal friends. You 
can sit quietly and listen 
to the world around you, 
gently stroking and lov-
ing on your pet, even if 
your friend has feathers 
or scales. Time spent to-
gether can benefit them 
and you. They’ll know 
they’re loved and can be 
prevented from becom-
ing bored and feeling ne-
glected, and your life will 
become so much richer 
and more meaningful.

OFFER QUALITY 
FOOD - An important 

part of helping your ani-
mal friends stay healthy 
is by offering quality 
food. Learn to read la-
bels. 

SCHEDULE REG-
ULAR WELLNESS 
CHECKS - Take your pet 
for regular wellness ap-
pointments. Scheduled 
veterinary care can spot 
potential health prob-
lems so you can man-
age any concern early. 
This includes dental is-
sues and problems with 
kidneys and joints. 

Park Avenue Ani-
mal Hospital is your 
partner in keeping your 
pet healthy.  Since 2008, 
Park Avenue Animal 
Hospital has been pro-
viding a wide variety of 
services to keep your 
furry, four-legged friends 
in the best of health. 
Their experienced team 
treats each pet that 
comes into their facili-
ty with the utmost care. 
With cutting edge tech-
nology and the bedside 
manner of a small-town 
doctor, they’re equipped 
to handle almost any ail-
ment your pet may face. 

Vo ted  Bes t  o f 
Apopka Pet Care Facil-
ity since 2010, it’s obvi-

ous that their personal 
commitment to you is 
grounded in assuring 
your pet receives the fin-
est in veterinary care by 
providing them with the 
best technology and di-
agnostic tools. 

While dogs and 
cats are by far the most 
popular choice for most 
pet owners, the doctors 
at Park Avenue Animal 
Hospital have a special 
place in their hearts for 
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 60 
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have 
gone well beyond stan-
dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of 
animal care to include: 
reptiles, rabbits, ferrets, 
birds, guinea pigs, and 
more. Whether it’s an 
annual checkup or a crit-
ical emergency, they are 
prepared to handle any 
situation.

Fully equipped with 
diagnostic and surgical 
tools to meet practically 
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital 
provides reasonably 
priced medical and sur-

gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-
ting designed to take the 
stress out of visiting your 
vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and 
behavioral advice are 
just some of the services 
provided by the doctors 
and staff in a beautiful 
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.  

With Park Avenue 
Animal Hospital’s con-
venient location at 847 
N. Park Avenue (Rock 
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka, affordable help for all 
your pets is now right in 
your own community!

You’ll find that the 
staff at Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital think of 
their clients and the peo-
ple of Apopka as part 
of their family. They are 
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make 
sure that everyone feels 
welcome in their clinic.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule 
an appointment or visit 
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

Park Avenue Animal Hospital is a full-service veterinary clinic providing a 
variety of services for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, reptiles, and other exotic small 
animals.  Call today at 407-880-9446 to schedule an appointment or visit them 
online at www.parkavenuevets.com. Pictured above are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. 
Turgai, Dr. Nelson, and Dr. Munoz.

Park Avenue Animal Hospital is dedicated to 
offering the fi nest in veterinary care

WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.

The Apopka Chief Newspaper
www.TheApopkaChief.com  |  400 N. Park Ave., Apopka  |  407-886-2777  |  www.FloridaPublicNotices.com

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777 to find out about our  
Business Profile program. Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

Tell them you saw it in 
The Planter



The Apopka Chief, September 20, 2024, Page 9A

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)The life and words of 
Saint Paul are filled with 
irony and contradiction. 

He was a devout Jew 
who believed strongly in 
his faith and consequent-
ly persecuted the early 
Christians, participating 
even in the stoning of Ste-
phen (Acts 7:58 says that 
the men stoning Stephen 
laid their coats at his feet). 

On the road to Da-
mascus his conversion ex-
perience began with him 
being cast to the ground 
and thrown into what 
can perhaps best be de-
scribed as a delirium. He 
was blinded and heard a 
voice saying “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecut-
ing…. Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will 
be told what you must do.” 
(Acts 9) 

The rest of the Book 

of Acts and the let-
ters of Paul might be 
described as recounting 
the effects of this experi-
ence and how it led him to 
a lifetime of conversion. It 
wasn’t that Paul was con-
verted suddenly and then 
became a fully formed 
Christian, but rather that 
this experience led him to 
struggle for the rest of his 
life with what his faith re-
quired of him. 

The apostles were 
justifiably dubious about 
his conversion and he dis-
puted with them for the 
rest of his life on a variety 
of issues. Read the Acts of 
the Apostles and the epis-
tles to gain a better under-
standing of Paul’s ongoing 
conversion to Christian-
ity. He was a disciple who 
took up his cross daily. 

– Christopher Simon

09/20/24

The Long and Difficult 
Conversion of Saint Paul

“Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my 
goal, but I press on to 
take hold of that for 
which Christ
Jesus took hold of me.”
—Philippians 3:12 NIV
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Virginia “Ginny” Faith Roller, 84, of Apopka, 
Florida passed away on September 05, 2024. Mrs. 
Roller was born on March 27, 1940 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to the late Walter M. Pyott and Emma May-
berry. She is preceded in death by her loving husband of 
57 years George H. Roller. She is survived by her children 
Beth (Joe Hale) Brubaker and George Jr. (Cindy Giles) 
Roller; grandson Zach Roller; as well as her siblings Mary 
Sands and Carl (Chic) Reichel.

In the summer of 1969, Mr. Roller helped open the 
Apopka Chapter of the Elks Lodge; through their entire lives 

Mrs. Roller stood by his side 
through the inception and growth 
of the lodge. She eventually 
became a member herself and 
enjoyed every minute of it. She 
will be dearly missed by her many 
loved ones and friends.

“A celebration of life will be 
held at Loomis Funeral Home on 
September 27, 2024 at 11:00AM.”

Virginia “Ginny” Faith Roller

VIRGINIA “GINNY” FAITH 
ROLLER, 84, of Apopka, passed 
away on September 5, 2024. Mrs. 
Roller was born on March 27, 
1940 in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia to the late Walter M. Pyott and 
Emma Mayberry. She is preced-
ed in death by: husband, George 
H. Roller. She is survived by: sib-
lings, Mary Sands and Carl (Chic) 
Reichel; children, Beth (Joe Hale) 
Brubaker and George Jr. (Cindy 
Giles) Roller; one grandson.

...

Obits

Pray for the well-being of our nation

Send us your 
Church News

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com
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SCHOOL BEGAN AUGUST 
12 – Traffi c patterns will change.  
Stormy weather comes and goes! 
Be careful with your umbrellas. And 
always watch out for those school 
childrden ... and ducks. DON’T 
TEXT WHILE DRIVING - Please! 
YOU WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be fi ve years old 
on or before September 1 to start 
kindergarten. To enter fi rst grade, 
a child must be six years old on or 
before September 1 and must have 
successfully completed kindergar-
ten (Florida Statute 1003.21). Im-
munizations must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start 
Times for Elementary School & 
K-8:  8;45 a.m., Middle School: 
9:30 a.m., High school: 7:20 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-
703-1784. On any given weekend, 
you can see many, many families 
in attendance at the beautiful com-
plex setting participating in various 
organized sport programs, 
     Amenities at the complex in-
clude: Soccer Fields, Softball 
Fields, Baseball Fields, Multi-
Purpose Fields, Sand Volleyball 
Courts, Outdoor Basketball Courts, 
Tennis Courts, Walking Trail, Am-
phitheater, Playground, Conces-
sion Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete 
with directional signs) (opened in 
2015) on Lake Apopka shores, by 
entering from Lust Road off Binion 
Road, about a mile south of Camp 
Wewa in the Plymouth area, for 
one-way drive, 10 miles per hour, 
with possible wildlife spotting stops. 
DO NOT FEED THE GATORS - IT 
MAY CAUSE CLOSING OF THE 
TRAIL If you are stopping, drive will 
take more than 1 hour. Drive runs 
by canals used in muck-farming 
days. The one-way drive exits on 
Jones Road in Zellwood. You will 
see a freshwater marsh system 
and wildlife dependent on that type 
of system. The drive is open on Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays and 
federal holidays and is controlled 
by the county. Open during daylight 
hours only (one hour after sunrise 
and one hour before sunset). Offi -
cial sunrise and sunset hours can 
be found online.  
The road is closed on other days 
due to ongoing restoration work. 
The trail is 11 miles long. 

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK 
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park 
in Apopka, Florida. It is located 20 
minutes north of Orlando, off Inter-
state 4 at exit 94, near Altamonte 
Springs and Longwood. The park 
also contains the head water of the 
Wekiva River. Address: 1800 Weki-
wa Circle, Apopka 32712, open 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For information, 

call 407-884-4311

FRAN CARLTON CENTER OPEN, 
for seniors - senior activities at

Fran Carlton Center.
 CALL 407-703-1642 
FOR INFORMATION

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRI-
DAYS at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest 
Ave., at the Fran Carlton Center.. 
Call 407-703-1642 for information.
.
CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S Bay 
St., Eustis, has Fellowship Friday 
meetings. For complete details of 
all chamber events, visit cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-cham-
ber.Contact: latrondra@cfchris-
tianchamber.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

VFW POST 10147 continues to 
have its fund raising breakfast on 
the third Saturday on September 
21 from 8-10 a.m. at 519 S. Central 
Avenue. Cost is only $7.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E. FIFTH 
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by 
Apopka Historical Society. Call 
407-703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester 
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30 
p.m., The center is open on Satur-
days to the public, weather permit-
ting. Call 407-461-1056 for infor-
mation.

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
DID FALL COME WITH
COOLER WEATHER?

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS 9-10 
a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran Carl-
ton Center. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12 
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N 
Forest Ave. Masks not required. 
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for 
info.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Epis-
copal Church of the Holy Spirit, 601 
S. Highland Avenue. If you have a 
problem with food – overeating, an-
orexia, bulimia – there is a solution 
for you. For more information, visit 
OA.org or call Carrie 781-867-1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS: Apopka Foli-
age Toastmasters #840, meets 
Wednesdays promptly at 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m., in person and zoom at 
the Museum of Apopkans, 122 E. 
5th St., Apopka, 32703. Call 407-
765-2629 for information. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the 
fi rst and third Tuesday of each 
month, beginning at 11:30-noon, 
at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s in The Back 
Room, 1410 Rock Springs Rd., 
Apopka.  Interested communitiy 
members are encouraged to at-
tend and get acquainted. Meetings 
have resumed on fi rst and third 
Tuesdays. Masks are encouraged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks no longer 
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info

ART CLASS.  9:30-12 noon. Fran 
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave. 
Masks required. Temperature tak-
en. Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 
for info.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

,The Altamonte Springs / Apopka 
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN 
Wednesday and Saturday Morn-
ings from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to 
10:00 a.m. for coffee and dough-
nuts. (other hours by appointment 
only). 3rd Saturday of the month 
is VFW’s fundraising breakfast, 
Also, evenings of Tribute music 
are planned. Call 407-889-8266, 
or email info@vfwpost10147.com 
for information.  The VFW Auxiliary 
has been formed and is active as 
well. Don’t forget to visit its excel-
lent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks no longer 
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11 
a.m., Billie Dean Community Cen-
ter, 225 M.A. Board St., . Masks 
are no longer required/ Pre-regis-
ter. Call 407-703-1642 for info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets 
every Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10 
a.m. (or as long as necessary) at 
City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apop-
ka. Check for the online version.

BRIDGE CLASS. 10:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(approximately) at Fran Carlton 
Center, 11 N Forest Ave. Masks 
are no longer required. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-
profi t organization, will help you 
reach a weight goal with support 
from friendly, caring members, ed-
ucation, and rewards. Each Thurs-
day weigh-in begins at 9:00 a.m. – 
meeting ends at 10:15 a.m.. Come 
to its NEW location 220 W. Horatio 
Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751 to 
meet with others who have a like-

minded goal to lose weight. No 
products, no specifi c diet to follow, 
no meds. Call 407-580-0897 for 
more information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Satur-
day 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E Fifth St. 
407-703-1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia 
Shrine Center, 3101 E. Semoran 
Blvd.. Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
the early bird game starts at 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 407-660-
8811.
TOASTMASTERS: still meeting 
every WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m., by zoom. For more infor-
mation, call 407-765-2629 or visit 
www.Apopkatoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
 

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks are no lon-
ger required. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For 
information, call 407-415-6588. 
Call for updated information on 
meetings and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E 
Fifth St. Call 407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the 
Fran Carlton Center. Masks are no 
longer required. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

2024 ‘Apopka Proud’ concert set 
for October 5 at the amphitheater 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. with Sawyer 
Brown and John Anderson per-
forming. Tickets available at event-
brite at shorturl.at/Ex4Ci

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S. 
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is 
open Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each 
week excluding holidays. For info, 
call 407-656-0559. . Must see.
  
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are 
public and will also be broadcast 
on this shortened link: https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held 
the fi rst Wednesday at 1:30 p.m., 
and third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 120 E. Main St., Apopka. 
Subject to change with notice. For 
info., call City Clerk 407-703-1704. 
Agenda and minutes of meeting 
can be found online. Once posted, 
check for any revisions by Tuesday 
at 5 p.m. before the meeting 

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the fi rst Thursday of 
each month, September through 
May, at 9:45 a.m. at the Alonza 
William Park / Billie Dean Com-
munity Center, 225 M.A. Board St., 
Apopka. Contact: apopkafgca@
gmail.comNO MEETINGS JUNE-
AUGUST.

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka 
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have 
problems with your plants or lawn? 
Let a Master Gardener help. Or-
ange County residents can bring 
their questions and samples to 
UF/IFAS Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers at the UF/IFAS 
Mid-Florida Research Educa-
tion Center (MREC), 2725 Binion 
Road, Apopka, 32703; 9 a.m.-12 
Tuesdays; 407-254-9200. Ques-
tions and photos can be emailed to 
orangecomgv@ifas.ufl .edu. to be 
answered by Master Gardeners. 
A free plant clinic for commercial 
growers is open Tuesdays 1-4 p.m.  
at the same location.
 
KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS 
now meeting MONTHLY on the 
3rd Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Seacoast 
Bank, 345 E Main Street, Apopka. 
Contact 407-464-4606 for informa-
tion 

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit at the 
corner of Highland and 6th St., 
Apopka, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., of-
fer to all who come a brown bag 
lunch. In addition, men’s socks, fl ip 
fl ops, stuffed animals, some cloth-
ing, children’s books and pet food 
which is donated by My Pet World, 
Apopka, may be available. If inter-
ested in volunteering, call Debbie 
at 407-620-5081 for information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER’S CLUB, Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., on Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-
2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni – Monthly 
meetings (usually the 4th Mon-
day evening in a month during the 
school year) are open to anyone. 
(Looking for more information)                        

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E 
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay 
to Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Ad-
mission is free. Contains displays 
and information about Apopka’s 
history, and has history books for 
sale. Monthly meetings of Apopka 
Historical Society are normally held 
on a Sunday afternoon. For more 
information, go to www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422 
meets fi rst and third Tuesdays of 
month, 201 W. Orange. For more 
information, call 407-886-1600 or 
email apopkaelks@aol.com Bar 

Bingo every Monday night at 7 
p.m. promptly.

GFWC APOPKA WOMAN’S 
CLUB, meets at First Methodist 
Church, 201 N. Park Avenue. Call 
407-880-2111 for more informa-
tion.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING 
& ZONING - usually the second 
Tuesday of the month. 5:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
120 E. Main St., Apopka. All meet-
ings open to the public. Subject to 
change with notice. For info., call 
David Moon, 407-703-1739. 

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES: 
Every Monday and Friday morning 
at 9:15 a.m., at the Lake County 
Duplicate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key 
Ave., Eustis. For more information, 
call 352-315-9934 or visit lakedupli-
cate.com.   

TEMPORARILY CANCELLED: 
COMPUTER CLASSES in both 
English and Spanish: Available 
daily or weekly at OCLS North Or-
ange Branch.* Classes are: Com-
puter Basics, Excel, Word Resume 
Writing, Email for Seniors, ELLIS 
English Lab, Word, Online Job 
Searches, Power Point, Internet, 
Open Lab, How to use a mouse 
and keyboard, etc. Call OCLS North 
Orange Branch* for more details.
BUILDING CLOSED. PERHAPS 
IT WILL OPEN IN  OCT.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to 
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org, 
click on volunteers. There are a 
number of opportunities available 
at the Restores. Call  407-696-5855  
or 407-880-8881 to sign up for in-
formation.

***********
(OCLS) Orange County Public 
Library North Orange Branch Ad-
dress: 1211 E. Semoran Boule-
vard, Apopka 436 (Semoran) and 
Thompson Road. www.ocls.info. 
This branch library has been 
temporarily closed (beginning 
July 2024) due to inclement 
weather damage.

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 180 E. Main St., Apopka. 
For more info, call 407-886-1441

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
CALENDAR INFORMATION

Events, fund raisers, 
and non-profi t organizations

Info: fax 407-889-4121, or email 
ads@theapopkachief.com

Subscribe to The Apopka Chief 
E-Edition or Home Delivery

Call 407-886-2777 or 
Visit www.theapopkachief.com

In County: $30 with E-edition, or
$25 for just postal delivery. 

Out-of-County: $35 with E-Edition 
or $30 for postal delivery

....
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 R a c h e l 
Pfaender’s Cu-
ban Chicken is 
from First Pres-
byterian Church 
of Punta Gor-
da in their own  
publication, A 
Taste of Heav-
en. This is a one-dish meal, and it is 
a far cry from “the same old chicken!” 
You probably don’t have to wash the 
rice anymore, though! 
 According to Robert, the contribu-
tor to AllRecipes.com, “This crab cake 
recipe is the true crab cake with no fi ll-
ers and no heavy spices, all crab meat. 
It has been in my family for genera-
tions.” A reviewer observed, “I used 
Old Bay seasoning instead of parsley 
and didn’t use mayo and it still came 
out great!”
 Here is a recipe titled Fried Raw 
Potatoes as well as Allegheny Home 
Fries (Country-Fried Potatoes) which 
is a larger recipe. The recipes comes 
from Hearty Country Cooking by Mark 
Sohn. He says, “To make Fried Raw 
Potatoes, we use peeled, diced pota-
toes. I like to fry them in a little oil over 
low heat. You can make fried raw pota-
toes with fi nely diced (1/4-inch cubes), 
medium-diced (1/2-inch cubes, or 
coarsely diced (3/4-inch cubes) pota-
toes. With larger cubes, more potatoes 
will fi t in a single layer in the skillet, but 
they will need to cook longer. Allow 
1/3-teaspoon salt and 1/3-cup diced 
onions for each cup of diced potatoes, 
but do not crowd the pan – these are 
not hashed browns.
 Miz Emily Meggett’s Collard 
Greens looks like a winner. She says 
collard greens have a special place in 
African American culture. I have some 
news for that fi ne lady: they have a 
special place in MY OWN culture, as 
well! I love collard greens and fi x a pot-
ful for myself just about every couple 
of weeks. But if I don’t have collards, I 
use turnip greens. I season my greens 
with smoked ham, onion, garlic, salt, 
and a little bit of cayenne pepper. I use 
a tablespoon of unfi ltered apple cider 
vinegar at the end of cooking. I don’t 
use any sugar or sweetener. I must 
confess, though, I cheat: I usually use 
frozen collards. But I do like fresh if I 
can fi nd them.
 Verlina’s Calamondin Pie recipe 
came from one of our readers a while 

back. Our contributor, Verlina Keener 
said, “This is in response to your en-
couraging Apopkans to send in their 
traditional family recipes.” She adds, 
“The Calamondin is a small citrus fruit 
that is a cross between a lime and 
mandarin orange. It is grown in South-
east Asia and the Philippines. They 
were imported from China and have 
been grown throughout Florida since 
the early 1900s. Growing season is in 
the early spring and summer months. 
I get mine from my father’s tree or the 
Asian supermarket (Dong Ah Super-
market on Mills Avenue). I am part Fil-
ipino and make this traditional pie for 
my family.”

RACHEL PFAENDER’S 
CUBAN CHICKEN

Recipe from First Presbyterian Church 
of Punta Gorda, A Taste of Heaven

1 cup Uncle Ben’s converted rice, 
   uncooked
1/4 cup salad oil
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
4 tablespoons minced onion
1 clove of garlic, minced
2 cups chicken stock
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon paprika
1 chicken, boiled, cut from bones
1 cup cooked ham, slivered
1/2 cup stuffed olives, sliced
Asparagus tips & peas, cooked
Pimento strips
 Wash rice; heat salad oil and pep-
per in large fry pan; add onion, gar-
lic and rice. Cook over low heat un-
til yellow. Add stock, salt and paprika. 
Cook tightly over low heat until rice is 
cooked. Add chicken, ham and olives. 
Heat thoroughly and place in center of 
large platter. Surround with cooked as-
paragus tips and peas and garnish with 
strips of pimento.

TRUE MARYLAND CRAB CAKES
By Robert on AllRecipes.com

Ingredients:
3 tablespoons pancake mix
1 tablespoon prepared yellow 
   mustard
3 tablespoons mayonnaise, 
   or to taste
1 egg beaten
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
1 pound cooked crabmeat, fl aked
3 cups vegetable oil for frying
Directions:
 1) In a medium bowl, stir togeth-

er the pancake mix, mustard, may-
onnaise, egg and parsley until well 
blended. Fold in the crabmeat. Form 
into 3-inch patties. 2) Heat the oil in a 
large skillet over medium to medium 
high heat. There should be enough oil 
to reach halfway up the sides of the 
crab cakes.When the oil is hot, careful-
ly place the patties in the pan. Fry un-
til golden brown on each side, about 8 
minutes per side. If patties are brown-
ing too fast, reduce the heat. Drain on 
paper towels, and serve immediately. 
Yield 8 crab cakes, about 4 servings.

MARK SOHN’S 
FRIED RAW POTATOES
Hearty Country Cooking

1 tablespoon butter, olive oil, or 
   bacon grease (just enough to 
   barely cover the bottom of the 
   pan)
3 cups medium-diced fi rm 
   new potatoes
1 teaspoon seasoned salt
1 cup diced onions (optional)
 1) Wash the potatoes and remove 
any brown spots. If you dice the pota-
toes ahead, store them in the refriger-
ator in a bowl of water. 2) In a heavy-
bottomed frying pan over low-medium 
heat, melt the butter and add the pota-
toes. Cover and fry 10 to 15 minutes. 
3) Turn the potatoes, and if they are 
cooked through to the center, remove 
the lid, add the onions, and increase 
the heat to medium. 4) Cook another 
10 to 15 minutes, turning them every 5 
minutes, or until they have browned on 
all sides. Serve. Yield: 3 servings.
 Note: Healthy choice alternative: 
You can fry potatoes in little or even 
no oil. In this recipe, I have already re-
duced the butter to one quarter table-
spoon per serving, but you can further 
reduce it by using nonstick cooking 
spray. Omit the salt and offer it at the 
table. Serve these potatoes with green 
beans, corn bread, and pork chops, or 
for breakfast with fresh fruit, Buttermilk 
Biscuits, Country Ham and Red-Eye 
Gravy, White Sausage Gravy, or Pota-
to Gravy.

MARK SOHN’S 
ALLEGHENY HOME FRIES

(COUNTRY-FRIED POTATOES)
Hearty Country Cooking

 Home Fries are not fried potatoes. 
To make home fries, double the above 
recipe. The onions are NOT option-

al. Cut the potatoes in half and then 
slice them. Slice the onions. Layer the 
sliced potatoes and onions in a frying 
pan. Cook, covered, over low heat for 
30 minutes, turning after 15 minutes. 
Cook uncovered an additional 15 min-
utes. With low heat and so many po-
tatoes in the pan, these fries will be 
steamed and soft, but tasty. Yield 6 
servings.

EMILY MEGGETT’S 
COLLARD GREENS

Recipe from Gullah Geechee Home 
Cooking by Emily Meggett

1 bunch collard greens (1/2 pound)
1 (14-ounce) smoked ham hock
2-1/2 to 3 quarts water
Crushed red pepper
1-1/2 tablespoon cider vinegar
1 teaspoon sugar, or 2 packages  
   sweetener
Nature’s Seasons, to taste
 1) Wash the collard greens in cold 
water three or four times to remove any 
sand or dirt. Pat dry using a paper tow-
el. 2) Strip the collard greens, removing 
the center stem. Cut the collard greens 
lengthwise into small, bite-sized piec-
es. 3) Wash the ham hock. In a large 
pot, combine the ham hock and water, 
and bring to a boil. Reduce the heat to 
medium, then add the greens, covering 
them in the water. 4) Add crushed red 
pepper to taste, the vinegar, sugar, and 
Nature’s Seasons to taste. Increase 
the heat and bring back to a boil. Re-
duce the heat to medium and cook the 
greens for at least 2-1/2 hours. After 
2-1/2 hours, taste the greens to test 
fl avor and tenderness. Add more Na-
ture’s Seasons and cook longer if nec-
essary.

VERLINA’S 
CALAMONDIN PIE

Recipe from Reader of 
The Apopka Chief and The Planter

5 egg yolks, beaten
1 can of condensed milk
1/2 cup freshly squeezed 
   Calamondin juice
1 pre-made graham cracker crust
 Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Mix 
fi rst three ingredients together. Pour 
into graham cracker crust. Bake for 
15 minutes. Cool to room temperature 
and then refrigerate until chilled.
 Our contributor, Verlina Keener 
says, “This is in response to your issue 
encouraging Apopkans to send in their 
traditional family recipes.”

Try the two potato recipes – Apopka is the ‘potato eating place’

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy



Springs, to adopt uniform 
rules for issuing permits 
which prevent groundwater 
withdrawals that are harm-
ful to the water resources 
and to adopt a uniform def-
inition of the term ‘harm-
ful to the water resources’ 
to provide water manage-
ment districts with mini-
mum standards necessary 
to be consistent with the 
overall water policy of the 
state for Outstanding Flor-
ida Springs. The rule may 
affect consumptive use ap-
plicants in all five water 
management districts.”

“Since Governor Ron 
DeSantis was elected in 

2018, his FDEP has fla-
grantly disregarded that 
law,” according to a me-
dia advisory from the Sier-
ra Club. 

As of press time, the 
FDEP had not responded to 
a request from The Apopka 
Chief for a comment.

Bill Weinaug, a lo-
cal engineer and owner of 
Wekiva Island in Long-
wood, described the de-
cades of passed state legis-
lation to protect the Florida 
Springs, including the 2004 
Wekiva Parkway Protec-
tion Act, which identified 
the basin as a very high pri-
ority for protection; and the 
2016 Florida Springs and 
Aquifer Protection Act that 

then-Governor Rick Scott 
signed into law. 

Weinaug even de-
scribed how in 2008, his 
family “purchased Wekiva 
Island to hopefully try to 
figure out a special, unique 
way we could change that 
trajectory” following a 
2007 study that found that 
the Wekiva River was “sig-
nificantly impaired by de-
clining spring flows 15 
years after minimum flows 
were established and were 
well known,” he said. 

“Making our springs 
healthy is still one of the 
most important environ-
mental issues in the state 
of Florida today,” Wein-
aug said. “There is a very 

important part of a positive 
path forward for all of the 
springs and FDEP has it in 
their control.”

Jane Hepting, presi-
dent of Lake County Con-
servation Council, com-
mended the Florida Springs 
Council for speaking out 
about about the FDEP’s 
failure to protect the 
springs. 

“One third of Lake 
County is wet with springs, 
wetlands, lakes, and rivers. 
Our waterways are very im-
portant to our economy and 
our way of life. Lake Coun-
ty residents worry that our 
waterways are under threat 
from urban sprawl, pollu-
tion and wasteful use. The 

Department of Environ-
mental Protection needs to 
do more to protect our en-
vironment from all harm,” 
Hepting said. 

According to Ryan 
Smart, executive director 
of Florida Springs Coun-
cil, “after eight years, DEP 
has made zero progress in 
adopting a valid rule. In-
stead, for the third time, 
DEP is once again propos-
ing the same permitting 
rules that were already in 
place more than a year be-
fore the law was amended. 
The same rules that have al-
ready proven to cause sig-
nificant harm to outstand-
ing Florida Springs, the 
very idea that the same 

rules that cause significant 
harm could prevent any 
harm, would be laughable 
if it wasn’t so tragic. We 
get it. DEP doesn’t want 
to follow the law. They 
don’t want to tell develop-
ers, utilities and intensive 
corporate agriculture that 
they can’t bleed our springs 
dry, and they don’t want to 
protect outstanding Flori-
da springs from harm. But 
it simply doesn’t matter 
what DEP wants. The law 
is clear and just like every-
one else in Florida and ev-
eryone else here, DEP must 
follow the law whether 
they like it or not.”

Springs: ‘DEP must follow law whether they like it or not’
The Apopka Chief, September 20, 2024, Page 11A

ment for the Marriott’s Orlan-
do World Center to co-founding 
the IPM Nursery Scout Training 

class, which has run for 28 years 
straight and earned two National 
Search for Excellence in Exten-
sion Education awards, Felter’s 
leadership has been key to the 
progress of horticultural practices 

around the state.
Her dedication goes be-

yond education, as she active-
ly connects growers and produc-
ers throughout the state with vi-
tal resources to improve their op-

erations, enhance plant health 
and adopt best practices. This in-
cludes her longstanding involve-
ment with the Mid-Florida Re-
search and Education Center’s 
plant clinic, one of the state’s lon-

gest-continuously running exten-
sion programs, which was estab-
lished in 1974.

Continued from page 6A

FNGLA: Felter helped progress of horticulture practice in state

Continued from page 1A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City 
Council voted unanimous-
ly, 5-0, to appoint Kirk 
Dickson to a three-year 
term on the Apopka Plan-
ning Commission. The ap-
pointment was done un-
der Consent agenda of the 
Council’s Wednesday, Sep-
tember 18, regularly sched-
uled meeting.  

Dickson was appointed 
to replace Planning Com-
mission Member Benja-
min “Butch” Stanley, who 
resigned from the board 
on August 25, thus leaving 
only six members before 
the appointment, accord-
ing to information in the 
September 18 City Council 
agenda packet. 

To ensure there are 

seven members, a new 
member is due for appoint-
ment. 

Dickson submitted an 
application and expressed 
that he would like to be 
appointed to the Planning 
Commission for a three-
year term. 

The city of Apopka’s 
Planning Commission was 
established as a citizen 
board to review and recom-
mend to the City Council, 
approval or denial of devel-
opment plans, amendments 
to the zoning map, amend-
ments to the land develop-
ment code, proposed subdi-
vision plats, proposed site 
plans, and future land use 
map amendments. 

In accordance with 
Florida Statutes, the Plan-
ning Commission serves as 
the City’s “Local Planning 

Agency” when review-
ing and recommending to 
the City Council, any fu-
ture land use amendments 
to the Comprehensive Plan 
and Future Land Use Map, 
according to information in 
the Wednesday, September 
18, City Council agenda 
packet. 

There are seven mem-
bers that are appointed by 
the Mayor and approved by 
the City Council. Members 
are appointed to three-year 
terms and must reside with-
in the city limits. 

The Planning Com-
mission normally meets on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Apopka City Hall Council 
Chamber. Additional meet-
ings are scheduled depend-
ing on the subject or vol-
ume of applications. 

City Council appoints new 
member to planning board
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polls. During voting hours, this person uses 
an iPad mini and walks the line to verify vot-
ers are at the correct polling place. If there 
are no voters in line, they assist the Poll Clerk 
wherever needed.

Poll Deputy: This poll worker is sta-
tioned outside the voting room on Election 
Day to maintain order at the polling place. 
They set up voting booths and put out election 
signage at the polls. The Poll Deputy needs 

to pass a background clearance conducted by 
the Orange County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Help Desk Oath Person: This poll work-
er is a sworn deputy of the Supervisor of 
Elections offi ce for Election Day. They help 
voters who present exceptions to the normal 
voting pattern by checking voter records us-
ing the elections offi ce-issued tablet and/or 
contacting the Supervisor of Elections offi ce.

ePoll Book Inspector: Locates voters’ 
names in the ePoll tablets to determine their 
eligibility to vote in that precinct. They also 
issue ballots to voters.

Voting Systems Inspector: Responsi-
ble for the set-up, operation, and closing of 
the tabulator (voting machine) and the ADA 
equipment available to voters with a disabil-
ity.

Contact: Glen Gilzean, Orange County 
Supervisor of Elections

Street Address: 119 West Kaley Street, 
Orlando, FL 32806

Mailing Address: PO Box 562001, 
Orlando, FL 32856-2001

Phoone Numbers:
Offi ce: 407-836-2070
Fax: 407-254-6596
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Commissioner hosts town hall
City Commissioner 
Nick Nesta hosted a 
town hall meeting on 
Thursday, September 
12, in the Apopka City 
Hall Council Cham-
bers. Residents dis-
cussed their concerns 
ranging from govern-
ment transparency 
and water issues to in-
frastructure and the 
handling of City Coun-
cil public comment. 

205  Dayspring Community Church, 
        2434 Old Dixie Hwy  
209  Word of Life Church, 
        1853 Vick Rd.
224  Clarcona Horsemans Park, 
        3535 Damon Rd.  
225  John H Bridges Community Center, 
        445 W. 13th St.
226  Apopka Community Center, 
        519 S Central Av.
227  Trinity Baptist Church, 
        1022 S Orange Blossom Trail 
228  Hope Baptist Church, 
       129 S Wekiwa Springs Rd.
229  Clay Springs Elementary School 
        (555 N Wekiwa Springs Rd) (NEW) 
230  First Methodist Church of Apopka, 
       201 S Park Av.
231  First Methodist Church of Apopka, 
       201 S Park Av. 

232  Grace Pointe Church, 
        2051 W Lester Rd.
233  Word of Life, 
        1852 Vick Rd.
234  Orange County Apopka Service Center, 
        1111 Rock Springs Rd.
235  Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church, 
        584 N Wekiwa Springs Rd.
236  Gospel Centered Church, 
        4490 Rock Springs Rd.  
237  NW Recreation Complex, 
        3710 Jason Dwelley Pkwy.  
238  NOCIA, 
        4253 W Ponkan Rd.
239  Zellwood United Methodist Church, 
        5538 W Jones Av.,  Zellwood
242  One Way Christian Church, 
        2100 W. McCormick Rd. (NEW)
FIND YOUR PRECINCT: ocfelections.gov/
voters/fi ndmypollingplace

Apopka Area Voting Precincts.
Plan now to cast your vote on November 5.
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

News that can affect you 
and your family

Get important news 
when it happens

Like us on 
Facebook

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit 
www.

TheApopkaChief
.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

News that can affect you 
and your family

Get important news 
when it happens

Like us on 
Facebook

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit 
www.

TheApopkaChief
.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Grow Your Business
With Local Advertising

Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your 
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households 
in our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an 
advertising vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation 
to work for your business with a strategic advertising plan that 
will help build your brand and bring more customers to your 
door.

To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

& The Planter

ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

Savings include dealer discount, Ford rebates including trade assist, and $3900 package 
discount. $1,000 trade assistance requires 1995 or newer vehicle trade-in. Customer must 
have owned trade-in for a minimum of 30 days prior to the sale date of the new vehicle. Offer 

ends 9/30/2024. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Save At Least

$11,500
On Powerboost

F-150 XLT

With $1,000
Trade Assist

Save At Least
$12,500

20
24
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Savings include dealer discount, Ford rebates including trade assist, and $3900 package 
discount. $1,000 trade assistance requires 1995 or newer vehicle trade-in. Customer must 
have owned trade-in for a minimum of 30 days prior to the sale date of the new vehicle. Offer 

ends 9/30/2024. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Save At Least

$11,500
On Powerboost

F-150 XLT

With $1,000
Trade Assist
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HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation
Equipment and Duct Repair4
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