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Apopka is 2-0 after second 
shutout of the season
See page 1B.

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Only nine months after break-
ing ground at the Apopka City Center, 
Miller’s Ale House will open its first 
Apopka location, which will add 115 
new jobs to the local economy. 

The grand opening will take 
place Monday, September 9, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at Miller’s Ale House–
Apopka, 505 E. Main St., Apopka. 

Wisdom Development Group, 
of Peoria, Ill., developed the 
6,700-square foot restaurant at the 
corner of South McGee Avenue and 
U.S. Highway 441/Main Street. 

Wisdom Development Group has 
developed several centers, commer-
cial parks and freestanding restau-
rants including multiple Miller’s Ale 
House locations across Central Flor-
ida. 

“Miller’s Ale House is commit-

ted to making a positive impact in the 
communities we serve. As part of our 
opening, we are thrilled to announce 
that we will be adding 115 new jobs 
to the local economy,” Kimberly Mo-
rales, Miller’s Ale House senior di-
rector of brand marketing, said in an 
email to The Apopka Chief. “We be-
lieve this will provide valuable oppor-
tunities and contribute to the growth 

Miller’s Ale House at the Apopka City Center will have its grand opening on Monday, September 9, nine 
months after the restaurant broke ground. Wisdom Development Group developed the 6,700 sq. ft. building.

Miller’s Ale House to open doors nine 
months after its groundbreaking

By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff

After listening to res-
idents asking for a recon-
sideration in increasing 
the water and reclaimed 
water rates, the Apop-
ka City Council tabled the 
first hearing of the tenta-
tive millage rate of 4.6876 
and the tentative fiscal year 
2025 city budget and its ad-
justments until later this 
month. 

The tentative millage 
rate of 4.6876 is a 22.12 
percent increase over the 
rollback rate of 3.8384. 
A millage rate of 4.6876 
generates approximately 
$32,079,073 in property tax 
revenues for the fiscal year 
2025 budget, which begins 
October 1. Fiscal year 2024 
ends September 30. The 
tentative FY2025 budget is 
$100,470,450. 

Originally, the first 
hearing of the tentative bud-
get hearing and millage rate 
was scheduled for Wednes-
day, September 4. Howev-
er, the City Council voted 
to reschedule that meeting 
for Wednesday, September 
18, at 6 p.m. in the Apopka 
City Hall Council Cham-
ber. 

The City Council also 
voted to move the final 
millage rate and budget 
hearing to Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, at 6 p.m., also 
to take place in the Apopka 
City Hall Council Cham-
ber. 

At the preceding City 
Council meeting, which 
was held on Wednesday, 
September 4, Finance Di-
rector Blanche Sherman 
said the originally pro-
posed water rate increase 

City Council tables 
first hearing for ten-
tative millage rate, 
FY2025 budget

The GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club 
presented Stella Swanberg her 50-year pin 
of membership in the club. 

Swanberg represents the golden-era la-
dies who have served the club with success, 
great leadership, and supportive nature. 

Second Vice president Charlotte White 
asked Dena Morrow, lifetime friend of 
Swanberg, to present the award of pin, 
flowers, certificate, and words of gratitude 
for her years of service. 

Morrow herself is a long-term member 
who is well known for committed service 
as well. Every year, Morrow served in the 
foliage area of the Apopka Art and Foliage 
Festival, held every April. 

Swanberg was president when the Kit 
Land Nelson Park gazebo was built using 
Woman’s Club funds. A plaque was mount-
ed in the gazebo noting the structure’s cre-
ation.

Dena Morrow (l) of the Apopka Woman’s Club presents a certificate, flowers, and pin to 
Stella Swanberg (r), commemorating her 50 years of membership in the club.

Woman honored for 50 years of membership in club

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Police 
Department is seeking do-
nated bicycles for distribu-
tion to students who need 
transportation to and from 
school as an alternative to 
bus rides or walking long 
distances in possibly harsh 
weather. 

Now in its third year, 
the Fill the Bike Rack pro-
gram was launched by 
Apopka Police Officer Jus-
tin Lemieux when he was 
in his final year as school 
resource officer (SRO) at 
Apopka Memorial Middle 
School. He’s currently an 
SRO at Rock Springs El-
ementary School. 

“I think that the Apop-
ka Police Department as a 
whole really has been very 
supportive and always en-
courages the officers to 
go out and to be very in-
volved with the commu-
nity,” Lemieux said. “In 
all my years in law en-
forcement, it was some-
thing that I tried to focus 
on as well. But it makes 
it that much easier when 
you have the support from 
the (police) chief (Michael 
McKinley) and your staff 
to be able to do these proj-
ects and go out and to real-
ly try to make a difference 
in people’s lives.”

In the program’s first 
year at Apopka Memo-
rial Middle School, the 

program collected about a 
dozen bikes. The follow-
ing year, at Rock Springs 
Elementary, close to 30 
bikes were collected. 

So far this year, 
Lemieux has had three do-
nors call already who have 
each committed to donat-
ing $500, which could al-
low the APD to purchase 
between six and eight bi-
cycles, Lemieux said. 

The program accepts 
used bicycles as long as 
they’re not in need of any 
major repairs. Accepted 
include BMX style bikes, 
mountain bikes, beach 
cruisers, and multiple 
geared bicycles. 

“I would call it, next to 
new conditions,” Lemieux 

said. “These are still kids, 
so we don’t want to hand 
them over any rust buck-
ets or anything that needs 
some major work because 
they may just end up on 
the side of somebody’s ga-
rage to be honest, and nev-
er ridden at all. 

As well, the program 
accepts monetary dona-
tions but only as gift cards, 
not cash.

“Cash is a whole oth-
er beast in itself because 
it has to get approvals 
through a lot of differ-
ent channels, you know, 
it’s got to get through the 
chain, essentially. And 
there’s a lot of paperwork 

Police deptartment is accepting 
donated bicycles for students 

On Wednesday, August 21, the Apopka City 
Council unanimously passed Ordinance No. 3070, bet-
ter known as the “Energy Choice Ordinance,” mandat-
ing the installation of natural gas infrastructure in fu-
ture real estate developments. 

Specifically, the ordinance establishes a require-
ment for developers to include natural gas installa-
tion in all new subdivision developments of five lots 
or more. 

With the passage of this ordinance, residents will 
now benefit from access to a popular, clean and cost-
effective energy choice, granting them the ability to 
choose the energy source that best suits their personal 
needs and budget. 

“This is fantastic news for the residents of Apop-
ka,” Brent E. Haywood, general manager and CEO of 
Lake Apopka Natural Gas District, said in a press re-
lease. 

“For too long, communities have been deprived 
of basic energy choice in developments that limited 
homebuyers to an all-electric model, but the passage of 

City Council 
approves energy 
choice initiative

See MILLER’S Page 3A

See BICYCLES Page 3A

See ENERGY Page 5A

See CITY Page 8A

Photo courtesy of 
GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club



“The God who gave 
us life, gave us liberty. Can 
the liberties of a nation be 
secure when we have re-
moved a conviction that 
these liberties are the gift 
of God?” 

Unfortunately, if 
Thomas Jefferson asked 
that question today, he 
probably would be ridi-
culed and run down by 
every left-wing media 
outlet, and quite possi-
bly be charged with “hate 
speech.” Our populace has 
been so brainwashed by the 
constant barrage of anti-

GOD programs, emotion-
al instability, and vitriolic 
political rhetoric with un-
godly policies and practic-
es, we are among the most 
confused people in the 
world. 

One of our greatest al-

lies, Israel, and the only 
nation with a Democratic 
government in the Mideast 
is fighting for their very ex-
istence. We have a crucial 
economic crisis. We have 
a Southern border that is 
gushing illegal aliens into 
our nation, many of whom 
are from nations that hate 
us, and desire to see our de-
mise. And, our Command-
er-in-Chief is on vacation! 

His Second-in-Com-
mand is running back and 
forth trying to stay a step 
ahead of who she is. Never 
in the history of our won-

derful nation has our helm 
ever been left so aban-
doned! Those we have 
hired to steady our course 
through turbulent, and try-
ing times have shirked their 
duties, and left the com-
mitment they took an oath 
to fulfill. It seems the oath 
they swore, with their hand 
on the Word of GOD did 
not affect their ungodly 
behavior, or their lack of 
commitment. 

It is not hard to un-
derstand. When your be-
lief is in your lies about 
your accomplishments, and 

you have removed GOD 
from being recognized as 
the Creator, and the very 
Founder of our nation, it is 
a very small step to replace 
the Creator with part of the 
world that states, (emphati-
cally) ME FIRST! 

Our voting system 
has been completely radi-
calized and made untrust-
worthy by politicians us-
ing unscrupulous, and de-
vious means. Now it seems 
we need poll watchers to 
watch poll workers to keep 
everything on the level. 
Our government is run-

ning amok, and our Found-
ing Fathers would be abso-
lutely stunned to see how 
the government they set 
up has been bastardized 
into the monster it is today. 
They would not even rec-
ognize it. 

The ghosts of those 
from all the battlefields 
we have ever fought on all 
over the world, keeping 
our form of government 
(self-governing) safe and 
free from what is happen-
ing now, are shaking their 

With a district as large 
as OCPS, there are many 
strains on our budget. Be-
sides operational costs and 
the funding of salaries for 
our 25,000 employees, con-
structing and maintaining 
our 200+ facilities is next 
in line. 

In this year’s budget, 
capital projects account for 
$1.9 billion, coming in just 
behind the general fund at 
$2.7 billion. This capital 
budget not only pays for 
the new schools that have 
to be built to keep up with 
the fast growth in our area, 
but it pays to maintain all 
of our buildings which we 
call our capital renewal 
program.

As you can imagine, 
it’s quite a job keeping all 
of our buildings not only 
looking nice but all the sys-
tems in working order. If 
you are a homeowner, you 

know what it’s like. There 
is always something that 
needs replacing or repairs 
in your home.

I recently had my Dis-
trict 7 facilities update and 
each time I do, I’m always 
blown away by the massive 
system that is in place to 
track the enormous number 
of projects that are always 
going on district-wide to 
maintain our buildings.

Some of the projects 
happening in Apopka not 
only include the planning 

of four new schools to be 
built over the next 10 years 
but there are numerous 
smaller projects happening 
right now or are in design.

One of those proj-
ects includes a large multi-
system renewal project at 
Apopka High School that 
is underway totaling $19 
million as well as exterior 
painting that is in the pre-
construction phase totaling 
close to a million dollars.

Wekiva High School 
will be undergoing an 
HVAC renovation in the 
near future with a cost 
of over $5 million. Pied-
mont Lakes Middle School 
is currently undergoing a 
complete HVAC system re-
placement for $15 million.

There are several other 
projects either underway or 

Voting is God-given gift to be used in order to keep our nation free
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Beauty begins when 
you decide to be 

yourself.

Honor the Lord with your wealth,
with the firstfruits of all your crops.

Proverbs 3:9

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
The Apopka Fire Department and 
Apopka Police Department invite the 
community to attend this year’s 9/11 
Memorial Ceremony which will begin 
at 8:30 a.m., on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, on the front steps of Apop-
ka City Hall, 120 E. Main St. The flag 
will be lowered to half-staff.

Our position

The Apopka Chief
A weekly newspaper founded in 1923
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District 7 schools renewed by tax $$

See HAYDEN Page 4A

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

Gov. Ron DeSantis highlight-
ed Florida’s progress in strength-
ening and expanding the nursing 
workforce through initiatives that 
reward collaboration and perfor-
mance in nursing education.

The governor emphasized how 
Florida is reducing nursing short-
ages September 3 at Daytona 
State College. He highlighted the 
achievements of the Prepping Insti-
tutions, Programs, Employers and 
Learners through Incentives for 
Nursing Education, or PIPELINE 
Fund and the Linking Industry to 
Nursing Education, or LINE Fund.

“Florida is addressing the na-
tionwide demand for qualified 
nurses through smart investments 
in workforce and nursing educa-
tion,” DeSantis said. “These two 
programs are producing results, 
which is why I will support their 
full renewal in the upcoming fiscal 
year.”

As part of his goal to make 
Florida the top state for workforce 
education by 2030, DeSantis re-
cently approved $130 million for 
the PIPELINE and LINE nursing 
programs in the Focus on Florida’s 
Future Budget.

The new funding, added to the 
$125 million allocated for fiscal 
year 2022-2023 and 2023-2024, 
raises the total investment to $380 
million. Since fiscal year 2022-
2023, Daytona State College has 
received over $9 million through 
these programs.

“Through Governor DeSantis’ 
leadership and the support of the 
Florida legislature, our universities 
are partnering with the private sec-
tor to receive mission critical re-
sources needed to graduate more 
high-quality nurses than ever be-
fore,” Chancellor of the State Uni-
versity System of Florida Ray Ro-
drigues said. “With the continua-
tion of the LINE and PIPELINE 
investments, nursing programs will 
continue to expand and fill a criti-
cal workforce need for our state.”

In 2023-2024, a record 7,498 
students completed nursing pro-
grams, the highest number in three 

years, according to the governor’s 
office.

“Thanks to Governor DeSan-
tis’ leadership, Florida’s invest-
ment in high quality nursing pro-
grams is paying off,” Florida Com-
missioner of Education Manny 
Diaz, Jr. said. “The PIPELINE and 
LINE programs are strong incen-
tives for public-private partnership 
and because of them, we are seeing 
record numbers of enrollees and 
completers.”

Between fiscal years 2021-
2024, enrollment in Associate of 
Science in Nursing programs at 
Florida College System institutions 
receiving LINE funding surged by 
25 percent, rising from 12,456 to 
15,636 students.

Additionally, the completion 
rate for Associate of Science in 
Nursing programs at these colleges 
increased by 24 percent.

Since fiscal year 2022-2023, 
Florida has invested $46 million 
annually in state universities to 
boost nursing education through 
the PIPELINE and LINE pro-
grams. These investments have in-
creased the capacity of State Uni-
versity System nursing programs, 
resulting in a record 1,800 nursing 
graduates.

Established in 2022, the LINE 
program offers competitive grants 
to state universities, school dis-
tricts, Florida College System in-
stitutions, and independent non-
profit colleges and universities, 
providing matching funds to those 
that partner with healthcare provid-
ers.

The PIPELINE fund recog-
nizes and rewards exceptional per-
formance among nursing educa-
tion programs at state universities, 
school district postsecondary tech-
nical career centers, and Florida 
College System institutions that 
offer licensed practical nurse pro-
grams.

The application process for 
LINE funds is now open. Interest-
ed institutions must submit a notice 
of intent by Sept. 10. 

Aggressive funding increases 
nursing graduation rates
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Between fiscal years 2021-2024, 
enrollment in Associate of Science in 
Nursing programs at Florida College 
System institutions receiving LINE 
funding surged by 25 percent, rising 
from 12,456 to 15,636 students.

Gov. DeSantis is successful in increasing 
funding of nursing programs
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By Andrew Powell
The Center Square

 Workers in the Sun-
shine State have more pro-
tection from union abuse 
than most states in the U.S., 
according to a new report 
by the Commonwealth 
Foundation.

The report, titled The 
Battle for Worker Freedom: 
Grading State Public Sector 
Labor Laws, notes Florida 
has set the gold standard for 
pro-worker, pro-taxpayer 
public sector labor reform.

According to the re-
port’s key findings, the four 
largest unions in the U.S. 
are set to lose $106.8 mil-

lion annually in dues and 
fees after hundreds of thou-
sands of union members 
drop their membership.

The American Federa-
tion of Teachers, American 
Federation of State, Coun-
ty, and Municipal Employ-
ees, National Education As-
sociation, and Service Em-
ployees International Un-
ion have lost 320,421 mem-
bers since 2018 - 100,000 
of those have dropped their 
memberships since 2022.

The report states be-
cause of this, unions have 
been “engaging in aggres-
sive campaigns” to push for 
legislation changes in their 

respective states. Florida, 
however, has bucked this 
trend and gone from a “C” 
grade to an “A” grade.

David Osborne, co-au-
thor of the report and Sen-
ior Labor Policy Fellow at 
the Commonwealth Foun-
dation, said in a news re-
lease that he applauds states 
that advocate for worker 
rights and encourages oth-
ers to do the same.

“We applaud those 
states that have stepped up 
to defend the rights of their 
workers from public sector 
union abuses, and we urge 

See Union Page 4A

Union workers protected from abuse



involved with that. So, gift cards are a 
much better option,” he said.

Fill the Bike Rack won’t end as 
long as donors will give to the initia-
tive. 

“Well, I would say this: As long 
as the work keeps getting out, I mean, 
we’ll never shut it down, so it’s al-
ways available at any time,” Lemieux 
said. “Again, I’ve had a lot of donors 
ask me if can we do this next week, 
can you do this the week after? My 

answer is always, ‘Yeah, well, we 
could do this in March, we could do 
this in April, we could do this in Feb-
ruary.’ If someone is out there and 
they’re willing to donate a bike or 
two, whatever the case may be, then 
the door is always open.”

The Park Avenue Worship Cen-
ter recently donated seven bicycles to 
Fill the Bike Rack. 

“We have been looking for ways 
to help in the community. We thought 
it’d be a good way to help the com-
munity by helping its schools,” said 

Pastor Ricky Faircloth.  
Pastor Ricky Faircloth said his 

wife Kristi Faircloth saw the post 
about the program on the Apopka Po-
lice Department’s Facebook page and 
informed him about it. 

For more information about Fill 
the Bike Rack, contact Lemieux at 
jlemieux@apopka.net. 

Apopka Police Department will 
also provide a free lock and bike hel-
met. 

The Apopka Chief, September 6, 2024, Page 3A

and prosperity of Apopka.”
The first 50 guests will 

receive a free menu item 
every month for a year with 
two guests getting a $500 
gift card. 

“This event is open 
to the public as we will be 
giving away $140 worth of 
Miller’s menu items to the 
first 50 guests,” Morales 
said. 

Also at the grand open-
ing, Miller’s Ale House 
will make a presentation 
to Orange County Pub-
lic Schools Foundation “as 
we have worked with them 
on other charitable drives 
and want to support what 
they are doing for students, 
teachers and staff across 
Orange County,” Morales 

said. 
This will be the second 

time Miller’s has support-
ed a local nonprofit at the 
grand opening.

General manager Brant 
Germain will lead the Mill-
er’s Ale House–Apopka 
employees. Germain has 
been with Miller’s for over 
five years and is bringing 
his restaurant management 
expertise from the Winter 
Park restaurant to Apopka.

Miller’s Ale House 
now joins other businesses 
at the Apopka City Center 
including Highland Man-
or (Dubsdread Catering), 
the 118-room Hilton Gar-
den Inn, Winn-Dixie. The 
Apopka City Center is a 35-
acre mixed-use develop-
ment located at U.S. High-
way 441/S.R. 436. 

Continued from page 1A

Miller’s: Restaurant 
will give donation to 
OCPS Foundation

Continued from page 1A

Bicycles: Church donated seven bikes
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As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.

As we begin to see more patients, we are implementing 
extra precautionary measures within our practice to 
keep everyone as healthy and safe as possible. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (407) 893-2733 via call or text.
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Do You Have a Need in Your Life?
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during Prayer Week 4:00PM – 8:00PM
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FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE 
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LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

1-866-549-6518
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!
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Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com



heads in unbelief. What 
they died for means so little 
today. 

When we, as citi-
zens of the greatest nation 
on Earth, neglect our sol-
emn responsibility to vote 
for those who are sworn 
to stand for our views, our 
governmental representa-
tives will use the power 
we have given them (by no 
vote) to enrich themselves. 

Remember, there are many 
in our midst who hate the 
United States of America, 
and they are motivated to 
the ruination of the USA. 

Are we so involved 
with ourselves that we are 
not willing to take one or 
two hours to go to our poll-
ing place to make America 
the “Shining Light” as an 
example of Democracy as 
governed by, We the Peo-
ple? If that is the truth, we 
deserve exactly what we 

get! 
Voting is not a right 

given by our Constitution, 
but by the state you live 
in. It IS a responsibility, 
and your commitment to it 
should be rock solid. The 
one opportunity to make a 
difference in how YOUR 
nation is governed into the 
future IS YOUR VOTE. 

Please get out and 
VOTE and take your neigh-
bor with you.

Continued from page 2A
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	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Dear Rusty: 
	 This is a matter that I 
find particularly irksome. 
My wife – a retired teach-
er – was told that, should I 
pre-decease her, she is not 
eligible to get survivor ben-
efits from my Social Se-
curity payments. I’m sure 
there is some arcane, bu-
reaucratic justification for 
this, but I think it uncon-
scionable. Is this true and if 
so, what sort of major mira-
cle would be required to al-
ter that? Signed: Disgrun-
tled in Texas
Dear Disgruntled: 
	 If your wife was a 
teacher in a school district 
(which includes all Tex-
as school districts) that ex-
empted her from paying 
into Social Security, then 
any Social Security surviv-
ing spouse benefit she be-
comes entitled to from you 
will be affected by a provi-
sion called the Government 
Pension Offset (GPO). The 
GPO will reduce her Social 
Security survivor benefit 
by two-thirds (67 percent) 

of the amount of her (non-
covered) teacher’s pension, 
which can (and often does) 
eliminate her surviving 
spouse benefit. The GPO 
affects teachers in about 15 
states who have opted not 
to participate in Social Se-
curity.
	 For information, this is 
similar to what happens to a 
spouse who has also earned 
a Social Security retirement 
benefit – their survivor ben-
efit is offset by their Social 
Security retirement benefit, 
and only the excess (if any) 
is paid. The GPO is actually 
a bit more generous, in that 
your wife’s survivor benefit 
is only offset by 2/3rds of 
her non-covered teacher’s 
pension, whereas the offset 
is 100 percent for other sur-
viving spouses who have 
earned SS retirement bene-
fits as well. This is a provi-
sion that has been law since 
1977, affecting all those 
who have a pension earned 
without contributing to So-
cial Security. Its premise 
was to better equalize the 

way SS benefits are paid to 
everyone.
	 How can that be al-
tered? Well, the only way 
is by Congress changing 
Social Security law. There 
have been numerous at-
tempts to change the GPO 
law over the years, none 
of which have been suc-
cessful. Indeed, there is a 
proposed law – H.R. 82 – 
The Social Security Fair-
ness Act – which was intro-
duced in Congress last year. 
That proposal, to eliminate 
the GPO (and a sister pro-
vision called the Windfall 
Elimination Provision), 
has essentially made lit-
tle Congressional progress, 
short of a few committee 
hearings, and the outlook 
for passage at this point is 
about zero.
	 I’m afraid I can’t be 
optimistic that the GPO 
will be repealed, as Con-
gress is more keenly fo-
cused on resolving Social 
Security’s looming solven-
cy issue, set to come to a 
head in less than a decade.

in the preconstruction and 
design phase throughout 
Apopka at Apopka Elemen-
tary, Dream Lake Elemen-
tary, Lakeville Elementary, 
Rock Springs Elementary, 
Wolf Lake Elementary and 
Middle, Phillis Wheatley 
Elementary and Zellwood 
Elementary. 

These projects include 
painting, carpet replace-
ment, electrical work, chill-
er replacements and inter-
com repairs. The total cost 
for current capital renew-
al projects in District 7 is 
nearly $200 million.

That is just one of sev-
en districts across the coun-
ty and this is only renewal 

projects, not new construc-
tion. I want to share this to 
demonstrate where your tax 
dollars are going, specifi-
cally your half-penny sales 
tax which is up for renewal 
this November.

Revenues from the 
half-penny sales tax have 
funded 100 percentt of the 
OCPS capital renewal pro-
gram since 2014. It has also 
funded the replacement of 
136 school buildings dis-
trict-wide since it was first 
passed by voters in 2002 
including several schools in 
Apopka.

It’s important to re-
member that our capital 
budget is not funded by the 
state. This part of the bud-
get is funded locally by im-

pact fees, property taxes 
and sales taxes. It is up to 
us here in Orange Coun-
ty to decide what kind of 
schools we want our chil-
dren to attend. 

So far, we have done a 
really good job of prioritiz-
ing new, safe buildings. In 
fact, the average age of our 
schools is 12 years! That is 
really unheard of for most 
public school districts. Be-
fore the first sales tax ap-
proval in 2002, the average 
age was 32 years. 

Thank you to all of the 
voters of Orange County 
who continue to support 
your local public schools 
and the health, safety and 
well-being of your commu-
nity’s children.

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Sales tax revenue is important
Editor:

The city is blessed 
with an outstanding and 
dedicated staff.  To meet 
Apopka taxpayer needs, 
each department head must 
have the right number of 
qualified staff, equipment, 
supplies and materials to be 
successful.

After sitting through 
the last two years of budget 
workshops, I am very dis-
appointed with the process.  
Commissioners receiving 
the budgets hours before 
the first workshop, with 
limited taxpayer access, 
does not make for adequate 
time for analysis or oppor-
tunity for input into prepar-
ing a quality budget.

All budgets should be 
needs-based.  Monthly bud-
get and financial depart-
ment head reviews have not 
and are not conducted by 
Apopka.

In business, monthly 
financial review meetings 
are held with each depart-
ment head requiring an ex-
planation for any budget 
line item plus or minus 10 
percent.  Most important-
ly, what is the department 
head’s action plan to bring 
into line basic accountabil-
ity.

The current year’s 
budget is flawed as exem-

plified by our lack of infra-
structure, condition of our 
roads and sidewalks, failure 
to spend CRA funds, con-
tinued staff turnover, high 
proposed millage, signifi-
cant increase in public util-
ity rates and the necessity 
at every city council meet-
ing to move cash to cover a 
flawed budget.

After requesting the 
mayor and commission-
ers to ask each department 
head if the budget they pre-
sented represented every-
thing they needed in staff, 
supplies, material and 
equipment, not one of them 
did.

When I asked this 
question at each of the 
workshops, only three de-
partment heads answered 
affirmatively.

This is not acceptable.  
We deserve better.

We must affirmative-
ly address the windows for 
Fire Station #6 before in-
stallation, as the 6 year-old 
Station 5 windows already 
require replacements. Sta-
tion 6 is using the same 
specifications. 
	 With regard to the 
Camp Wewa pool, what do 
Apopka and Wekiva High 
Schools need: 4, 6, or 8 
lanes? What meets ADA 
compliance? What has 

been done elsewhere first? 
Paying $75K to design a 
pool is a waste of time and 
cash.  

We should go to $64K 
now for APD. Why wait for 
another 30-90 days for an-
other budget adjustment so 
that we can remain compet-
itive in the hunt for quali-
fied candidates? 
	 We must more effec-
tively address our infra-
structure. We cannot con-
tinue to operate as we have.  
By the way, the Golden 
Gem pond exemplifies 
Apopka’s failure to plan, 
engineer, monitor and act 
timely! 
	 Not allowing taxpayer 
input or questions until af-
ter the new proposed rate 
is unforgivable and forget-
ting who put you into your 
seat. You and your depart-
ment heads work for us.  
We must have an opportu-
nity for input before you 
finalize how you spend our 
cash. 
	 Again, I did not hear 
any one of you ask each de-
partment head to affirm that 
this proposed budget will 
provide them with the tools 
they require to meet tax-
payer needs.

Rod Olsen
Apopka

Budget needs more public input

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

every other state to do the 
same,” Osborne said.

Gov. Ron DeSantis 
enacted Chapter 2023-35, 
which promotes union ac-
countability by requiring 
them to inform workers of 
their rights as well as run-
ning for reelection. 

It also saves taxpay-
er funds, as unions will 
no longer be able to col-
lect dues and fees through 
the taxpayer-funded public 

payroll system.
Unions in Florida are 

also required to stand for 
reelection when member-
ship drops below 60 per-
cent. Union executives are 
prohibited from support-
ing a union financially, and 
Floridians can leave their 
union membership at any 
time—this gives the power 
back to the workers rather 
than the union executives.

The report notes Flor-
ida’s approach to unions 
was the most aggressive in 

the nation, namely the com-
plete prohibition of dues 
and fees collection through 
public payrolls. The only 
exception is public safety 
unions which represent law 
enforcement, firefighters, 
and corrections officers.

Iowa, Mississippi, 
West Virginia, and Wis-
consin also all got an “A” 
grade, while California, Il-
linois, Maryland, Oregon, 
and Washington all got an 
“F” grade.

Union: Workers can leave any time

Ask Rusty: Can my wife receive benefits

Hayden: Your vote is your responsibility

Continued from page 2A
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this ordinance will finally 
return energy choice to the 
people of Apopka.

“Today, the city of 
Apopka has taken a signifi-
cant step toward delivering 
residents energy choice, 
and I am hopeful that our 
neighboring municipalities 
will soon realize this criti-
cal need for energy choice 
by following Apopka’s 
lead.”

In Apopka, Clermont, 
Winter Garden, and sur-
rounding communities 

combined, families have 
been losing an average of 
over $127 million in annual 
fuel costs due to a previous 
lack of energy choice.  Or-
dinance No. 3070 address-
es this issue by allowing 
Apopka residents to avoid 
the extra costs of adding 
gas infrastructure to their 
homes after the initial con-
struction. 

By offering natural gas 
in new developments, fami-
lies will now have the abil-
ity to save over $1,100 per 
year in energy savings with 
clean, affordable and reli-

able natural gas. 
Lake Apopka Natu-

ral Gas District is working 
with neighboring munici-
palities to  implement simi-
lar ordinances and increase 
energy choice for its cus-
tomers across Central Flor-
ida. 

Lake Apopka Natural 
Gas District provides natu-
ral gas service in Apopka, 
Winter Garden, Clermont 
and surrounding communi-
ties. 

For more information 
about energy choice,  vis-
it langd.org.

Continued from page 1A

Energy: Local families have 
been losing average of 
$127M in annual fuel costs

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com
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CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
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� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks
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FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours
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Jones Ave., 
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1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 

and pivots to off er a seated shower option
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub
✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 

at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780
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any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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AVAILABLE 
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CREDIT

      NORTH AMERICA’S 
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”
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Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507
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Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., SEPT. 21. 
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

SEPT. 
21

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

Visit the informative Military Museum 
at 519 S. Central Avenue. 

Call 407-889-8266 for information.

Fri., Sept. 6, 2024 thru 
Sun., Sept. 8, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

BEETLEJUICE 
BEETLEJUICE (PG-13) 
10:10A; 11:10A, 12:10; 
1:10; 2:10; 4:10; 5:00; 
6:00; 7:00; 8:00; 9:50; 
10:40 
DEADPOOL & 
WOLVERINE (R) 10:00A; 
1:00; 4:00; 7:10; 10:10
IT ENDS WITH US (PG-
13) 10:20A; 1:20; 4:20; 
7:20; 10:20 
ALIEN: ROMULUS (R) 
10:50A; 1:50; 4:50; 7:40; 
10:30 
REAGAN (PG-13) 11:30; 
3:00; 6:30; 9:40
AFRAID (PG-13) 3:40; 
10:00

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com
or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 

407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

AOS Apopka Offi  ce Supply
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712407-889-4455
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The city of Apopka has been 
awarded a $20,000 grant from the 
Duke Energy Foundation that will 
support the development of a city-
wide strategic plan “VisionApopka: 
Building Tomorrow Together,” which 
aims to guide the city’s growth and 
development. 

The grant, applied for by the Eco-
nomic Development Department in 
June 2024, will be used to engage a 
consultant to craft a comprehensive 
strategic plan. The city will follow 
standard procurement procedures to 
select a qualified consultant, who will 
then work closely with the communi-
ty to ensure the plan reflects the needs 
and aspirations of Apopka’s residents. 

Economic Development Director 
Michelle Boylan expressed her appre-
ciation for the grant. 

“The city of Apopka is grateful 
to the Duke Energy Foundation for 
their generous grant, which is crucial 
in developing a strategic plan to shape 
our city’s future,” she said in a Tues-
day, September 3, news release from 
the city of Apopka. “This support will 

help us manage our growth effective-
ly, promoting sustainable develop-
ment and enhancing the quality of life 
for our residents. With this plan, we 
look forward to fostering economic 
vitality and a strong community, pav-
ing the way for a prosperous future 
for Apopka.” 

Mayor Bryan Nelson also shared 
his enthusiasm about the grant.

“This grant from the Duke En-
ergy Foundation represents a signif-
icant step forward for Apopka. Vi-
sionApopka will be a cornerstone in 
how we envision and prepare for the 
future,” he said in the news release. 
“We are excited about the collabora-
tive process ahead and are commit-
ted to working with our community to 
build a robust and sustainable frame-
work for growth.” 

The VisionApopka project will 
actively involve community members 
in the planning process through a se-
ries of workshops, surveys, and pub-
lic forums. This inclusive approach 
ensures that the strategic plan aligns 
with the vision and priorities of Apop-

ka’s diverse population. 
The city of Apopka’s $20,000 

grant allocation comes from the Duke 
Energy Foundation’s $200,000 in 
grants that would support 15 econom-
ic development organizations work-
ing to draw business to the state of 
Florida and boost its economy, ac-
cording to Duke Energy Foundation’s 
August 29 press release. 

“Companies often consider es-
tablishing, expanding or relocating 
their operations to Florida because of 
the state’s economic strength,” Melis-
sa Seixas, Duke Energy Florida state 
president, was quoted as saying in the 
Duke Energy Foundation press re-
lease. “It’s a privilege to support in-
novative strategies that will build on 
that success and help ensure our econ-
omy continues to grow and thrive for 
generations to come.”

For more information about Vi-
sionApopka and how to get involved, 
visit Apopka.gov/EconomicDevelop-
ment or contact the Economic Devel-
opment Department at EconomicDe-
velopment@apopka.net. 

Scott D. Howat, Or-
ange County Public Schools 
chief communications offi-
cer, was named an honoree 
of PRNEWS’s 2024 People 
of the Year, according to a 
Monday, August 26, news 
release from PRNEWS. 

Each year, a group is 
selected to represent the 
best and brightest leaders 
and up and comers in the 

communications industry. 
This year’s nominees in-
clude professionals from 
various industries and com-
panies including Subway, 
Lockheed Martin, USPS, 
and Zumba Fitness. 

Honorees will be cel-
ebrated at the Platinum 
Awards Gala on Tuesday, 
October 8 at The Light-
house in New York, N.Y. 

Duke Energy Foundation awards city 
$20,000 grant for economic development

OCPS spokesman named as honoree

Scott D. Howat
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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around the corner?
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• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com



The Apopka Chief, September 6, 2024, Page 7A

Wekiva Springs Bap-
tist Church would like to 
invite the community to 
the church for prayer week 
Wednesday through Friday, 
September 25-27, 4-8p.m. 

During prayer week, 
the church and community 
will seek God’s blessing on 
their lives. Anyone who has 
a need may join the church 
for this special prayer time. 

On Sunday, September 
30, at 10 a.m., join Wekiwa 
Springs Baptist Church for 
some great music from the 
group The Davis’s along 
with dinner on the ground. 

For more information 
call 407-886-7864. Weki-
va Springs Baptist Church 
is located at 584 N. Weki-
wa Springs Road, Apopka. 
Michael Davis is the pastor.

Baptist church to host 
a prayer week

Florida Humanities, in partner-
ship with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s Traveling Exhibition Service 
(SITES), has launched a new exhi-
bition partnership program, “Exhibi-
tion Starter Kit: FOOD” and selected 
Main Street Apopka as an inaugural 
recipient, according to an August 22 
press release from Main Street Apop-
ka. 

In total, eight nonprofit organi-
zations received funding from Flori-
da Humanities this past June to create 
exhibitions that capture and share lo-
cal narratives on food, utilizing tem-
plated resources as well as virtual and 
in-person support from the Smithson-
ian Institution. 

All sites have received initial 
funding of $5,000 from Florida Hu-
manities to work with the Smithson-
ian over the next year to create their 
exhibition script, collect physical ob-
jects such as artifacts and images to 
accompany their exhibition, and de-
sign an exhibition floor plan. Exhibi-
tions will then be fabricated and in-
stalled at each venue in early 2026 
with additional support provided by 
Florida Humanities. 

Exhibition Starter Kits provide 

a Smithsonian-developed framework 
to guide selected venues through the 
development of local humanities-
based exhibitions using their own col-
lections and cultural content. While 
working on their exhibition project, 
funded venues will receive guidance 
from the Smithsonian on how to de-
sign and develop compelling exhibi-
tions that highlight their local history 
and culture through the lens of food. 
By incorporating local elements di-
rectly into the exhibition, each instal-
lation will be unique while broadly 
addressing the same national themes 
curated by the Smithsonian. 

“This project, entitled ‘Home-
grown: Exploring the Foods that De-
fine Us,’ is a highlight of the Main 
Street Apopka program because 
food brings people together,” Caitlin 
Kasheta, executive director of Main 
Street Apopka, was quoted as saying 
in the press release. “Apopka is a rich 
blend of cultures, ages, and lifestyles, 
and this project will provide a unique, 
hands-on platform for our community 
to be celebrated ... As part of this cel-
ebration, this exhibit will be displayed 
in English and Spanish. We have part-
nered with the Apopka Historical So-

ciety to create this exhibit, connecting 
old-Apopka to new-Apopka, and we 
are thrilled to be working with such 
a dynamic team of historians, writers, 
designers, and educators.” 

“Exhibition Starter Kits give 
small museums a great opportunity 
to use a Smithsonian framework that 
gives national context to local exhi-
bitions,” Carol Harsh, director of the 
Smithsonian Institution Museum on 
Main Street program, was quoted as 
saying in the press release. “Florida 
Humanities contributes state-specif-
ic resources and scholarship, which 
adds an even richer training oppor-
tunity for host organizations to bring 
out the unique local flavors of each 
community.”  

Main Street Apopka is a non-
profit organization focused on 
strengthening the economic founda-
tion for downtown Apopka through 
historic preservation, engaging part-
nerships, and empowering our people. 
This is done using the nationally rec-
ognized Main Street approach, focus-
ing on design, promotion, economic 
vitality, and organization.  

Main Street Apopka is inaugural 
partner for food exhibition program 
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The Ninth Circuit Court’s Self Help Center pro-
vides low-cost legal assistance in family law, small 
claims and residential eviction cases.

Named in honor of the late Orange County 
Clerk of Courts Lydia Gardner, the Self Help Center 
was created to provide customers with limited legal 
guidance and low-cost attorney consultations. 

The Center is the fi rst of its kind in the Orange 
County Community to help citizens who either don’t 
have a lawyer or cannot afford one. The services 
provided are not based on income.

The Self Help Center will assist only with the 
following case types: * Family Law (excluding 
restraining orders); Child Custody/Child Support; 
Divorce; Paternity * Small Claims * Residential 
Evictions * Location of the Orange County Court-
house is 425 North Orange Ave., Suite 340 (3rd 
fl oor), Orlando, FL 32801

* Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday from 
7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. Services include: Form comple-
tion assistance, and Notary and copy services

* Virtual Attorney Consultations
Attorney consultations are available and may be 

scheduled in 15-minute sessions, for up to 1 hour per 
day, per person. The cost for an attorney consultation 
is $1 per minute.

The Self Help Center is a collaborative partner-
ship between the Orange County Bar Association 
and the Clerk’s Offi ce. All attorneys are referred by 
the Orange County Bar Association. Note, the attor-
neys that provide legal assistance at the Self Help 
Center cannot represent you in court.

Attorney consultation fees must be paid at the 
time the appointment is scheduled. Refunds will not 
be issued for cancelled or missed appointments – no 
exceptions. Once set, appointment times may not be 
changed. Attorney consultation appointments cannot 
be made nor conducted by telephone.

* Contact Information: 425 North Orange 
Ave., Suite 340 (3rd fl oor), Orlando, FL 32801, 
(407) 836-6300, Hours of operation: Monday-Fri-
day: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

*Busy Times: Please sign in by 3 p.m. to allow 
for adequate time to review, notarize and fi le a new 
case.

Downtown Self-Help Center 
is available Monday-FridayPUB DATE: 080224
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was 40 percent. However, 
that number got reduced to 
23.75 percent after the Au-
gust 28 city budget work-
shop. This 23.75 percent 
rate increase is reflected in 
the tentative FY2025 bud-
get, Sherman added. 

Residents received no-
tifications of the potential 
40 percent water bill in-
crease. At the September 4 
regularly scheduled Coun-
cil meeting, they told the 
City Council the new pric-
es are unaffordable because 
of the economy’s current 
state. 

“We can’t afford it,” 
resident Donald Bynum 
told the City Council. “Citi-
zens, and I’m sure each one 
of you are citizens also be-
cause we’re all in this same 
boat together. We’re all 
swimming in a losing bat-
tle. But to have this type of 
increase upon us at such a 
time as this is ridiculous.

“People are struggling, 
people are losing their 
homes. They can’t pay their 
homeowners insurance. All 
these things are affecting 
us. And even more, even 

up in Washington D.C. the 
struggles that they’re hav-
ing up there, it’s affecting 
everybody in this country 
and you included. Now, if 
you got more money than 
the rest of us, you may not 
feel the pinch, but each and 
every one of us feel that 
same pinch when we go to 
the grocery store, when we 
got to look at a statement 
saying that the bills are go-
ing to increase 40 percent. 
And I’m like, what? I’ve 
never heard of such a thing. 
Whose fault is it? We need 
help. We need help. And it 
don’t look like you guys are 
trying to help us.” 

Resident Trecia Mor-
ris told the City Council 
that the salary she receives 
won’t be enough to keep up 
with the water rate increas-
es, other rate increases such 
as in city sanitation and tax-
es, and other necessities. 

“I’m like, I wish I had 
a 40-percent raise. I wish 
I had raises that could al-
low me to be able to kind 
of work this out,” she said. 
“But I don’t. I work for 
the state of Florida, and if 
you know anything about 
the state of Florida, the 
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City: Residents received potential water bill increase
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

1-855-494-6455

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

To be truly independent, your personal 
emergency device needs to work on the go.
MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by 
simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike traditional systems that only work inside 
your home, a MobileHelp medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you 
can participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, shopping and 
traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal alert system with you. 
MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is powered by one of the nation’s largest 
cellular networks, so there’s virtually no limit to your help button’s range. 

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a landline, with the 
MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. Whether you are home or away from 
home, a simple press of your help button activates your system, providing the central 
station with your information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know 
who you are and where you are located. If you’re one of the millions of people that have 
waited for an alert service because it didn’t �t your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional 
system even though it only worked in the home, then we welcome you to try MobileHelp. 
Experience peace of mind in the home or on the go.

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for speci�c details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the 
�rst year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is 
a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly 
cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase 
of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for speci�c details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive 
an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After �rst year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when 
combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . 
Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in 
every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day 
- - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for speci�c details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the 
�rst year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is 
a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly 
cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase 
of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for speci�c details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive 
an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After �rst year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when 
combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . 
Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in 
every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day 
- - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 
systems MobileHelp protects you:

Places where your
Help Button will work

Traditional Help
Buttons

At Home

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

Shopping
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MobileHelp Features:

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
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• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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state isn’t really gener-
ous when it comes to pay-
ing their workers. The oth-
er benefits are okay, but at 
the end of the day, we have 
to eat. We want to main-
tain our homes, we want to 
pay our HOAs on time, and 
we want light and we want 
to have water. So, I’m just 
asking that you truly re-
consider this, that raising 
something of 40 percent 
when – I think I speak for 
most people – most of us 
don’t get raises that are 40 
percent, increase in 40 per-
cent. It’s alarming. It’s con-
cerning. It’s depressing.”

Residential water service
Resolution No. 2024-

23 is proposing a schedule 
of monthly rates and charg-
es for water service pro-
vided by the city to resi-
dents, to be based upon the 
monthly amount of water 
used per dwelling unit.

 Residents would be 
charged a monthly service 
fee of $11.24 per dwelling 
unit, plus:

*A charge of $2.07 per 
thousand gallons for the 
first 6,000 gallons used per 
dwelling unit per month.

*A charge of $2.55 per 
thousand gallons for each 
thousand gallons of water 
used greater than 6,000 gal-
lons per dwelling unit per 
month, up to and including 
15,000 gallons.

*A charge of $3.80 per 
thousand gallons for each 
thousand gallons of water 
used greater than 15,000 
gallons per dwelling unit 
per month, up to and in-
cluding 30,000 gallons.

*A charge of $7.70 per 
thousand gallons for any 
water used over and above 
30,000 gallons per dwelling 
unit per month.

Commercial water service
For commercial wa-

ter service accord to Reso-
lution No. 2024-23, the us-
age shall be as measured 
by the water conumption 
at the water meter, and the 
monthly service fee would 
be $13.46 per unit, plus:

*A charge of $2.48 per 
thousand gallons for the 
first 6,000 gallons used per 
unit per month.

*A charge of $3.09 per 
thousand gallons for each 
thousand gallons of wa-
ter used greater than 6,000 
gallons per unit per month, 
up to and including 15,000 
gallons.

*A charge of $4.59 per 
thousand gallons for each 
thousand gallons of water 
used over and above 15,000 
gallons per unit month.

Resolution No. 2024-
23 also states, “The month-
ly charge for commercial 
service shall be determined 
per each separate commer-
cial or business unit, for of-
fice buildings (per commer-
cial or business unit), ser-
vice stations, department 
stores, service business-
es, churches, clubs, hos-
pitals, professional office 
units, etc. A separate busi-
ness would usually, but not 
always, be identified as any 
operation requiring an oc-
cupational license from the 
city, where applicable. Irri-
gation of common areas in 
both residential and nonres-
idential developments shall 
fall within the commercial 
rate structure.”

C i t y - m a i n t a i n e d 
grounds, rights-of-way, 
parks, and recreational fa-
cilities shall be charged for 
service at $1.12 per thou-
sand gallons, the resolution 
states. 
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)Hatred and resent-
ment are powerful neg-
ative forces in our lives. 
Resentment often turns 
into obsession and be-
comes an open wound 
that refuses to heal be-
cause we keep picking 
at it.

Spiritual advisors 
have almost always di-
rected us to get over 
these feelings of hatred 
and resentment by the 
counter-intuitive advice 
of loving one’s enemies 
and praying for those 
who harm us.

This has the double 
effect of placing our 
enemies in a different 
place in our hearts. In-
stead of them inhabit-
ing this dark place of 
resentment and hatred, 

they are situated now 
in a softer place of love 
and kindness.

As we do this, the 
area of our hearts and 
minds devoted to ha-
tred and resentment 
diminishes, eventually 
disappearing. The sec-
ond effect of praying for 
our enemies is that God 
will work to help them 
as well.

Prayer often has 
a miraculous effect in 
the world, doing what 
nothing else can man-
age. Hatred and re-
sentment are tools of 
the devil and can only 
be conquered by God’s 
greatest tool, which is 
love.

– Christopher Simon

09/06/24

Pray For Your Enemies
“Do not gloat when 
your enemy falls; when 
they stumble, do not let 
your heart rejoice, or 
the Lord will see and 
disapprove and turn his 
wrath away from 
them.” Proverbs 24:17-
18 NIV
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wrath away from 
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Pray For Your Enemies
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

KENNETH H. BROWN (aka KENNY), 75, passed away on June 25, 
2024. He was born on April 13, 1949, in Canton, Illinois. He was prede-
ceased by: brother, Keith; mother, Helen; father, Gerald. Kenny is survived 
by: wife, Ann (Robison); son, Keith (wife Wendy); daughters, Kim (husband 
Tom), Ann Marie (husband Scott), Karla (husband RJ); 5 grandchildren; 
4 great grandchildren.

...

Obituaries In Memory of
“Kenny” Kenneth 

Howard Brown
April 13, 1949 - June 25, 2024

Kenneth H. Brown (aka 
Kenny) peacefully passed on 
the evening of June 25 in his 
home.

Born on April 13, 1949, 
in Canton, Illinois,  he moved 
to Forest City in 1956 and 
attended school at Forest 
Lake Academy.

Most  knew Kenny 
as the owner/operator of 
Brown’s Bay Station aka 
Brown’s Auto Service. He 
had a passion for all things 
“fast:” cars, boats, and dirt 
bikes. He was a devoted hus-
band, loving father, grandfa-
ther and great grandfather.

He was predeceased 
by his brother Keith, mother 
Helen and father Gerald.

Kenny is survived by 
his wife of 42 years, Ann 
(Robison), son Keith (wife 
Wendy), daughters Kim 
(husband Tom), Ann Marie 
(husband Scott), and Karla 
(husband RJ), 5 grandchil-
dren (Jessica, Hannah, Cody, 
Cai and Linley) and 4 great 
grandchildren (Asher, Ezra, 
Emersyn and Aurora). 

Internment is in High-
land Memory Gardens, 
Florida.

Honor Your
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out 
about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit 
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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napaonline.com
407-889-5222

250 E. 3rd St., 
Suite B, Apopka

404-656-4141

13202 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden
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GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

SPONSOR OF 
CHASE ELLIOT 

CAR #9

Import • Domestic Tractor • Golf Cart 
Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old
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Winter Garden
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CAR #9

Import • Domestic Tractor • Golf Cart 
Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

ATW
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

ATW
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

10

• Transmission • Clutches • CV Axles 
• Check Engine & Dashboard Warning Lights

• Foreign & Domestic 

Se Habla Español

• Transmission • Clutches • CV Axles 
• Check Engine & Dashboard Warning Lights

• Foreign & Domestic 

Se Habla Español

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

The Apopka Chief & The Planter  
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Take back your weekends. The 
businesses in our service directory 
are here to handle all of your home 

improvement needs.

Check out the 
Service Directory Pages

D-I-WHY?

KEEP THOSE 
WHEELS ROLLING... 

FAIR • HONEST 
DEPENDABLE

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 • Closed Saturday
407-880-35301012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

CERTIFIED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

• Wheel Balance & 
 Alignments 
• Tune Ups • Brakes 
• Shocks 
• Fuel Injection 
 Service Oil Change 
• C.V. Joints 
• Tires

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

C A R D Swww.JandKautomotiveinc.com
Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive
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Now Offering ANYWHERECARE
National Limited Warranty

& 24-Hr. Roadside Assistance

Automotive
J & K

Now Hiring 
Mechanic

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. upholds the highest 
ethical standards in all 
aspects of their automo-
tive repair services. For 
them, ethics mean more 
than just fixing cars—
it’s about building trust 
and ensuring transpar-
ency. For over 37 years 
they’ve built a reputation 
for their reasonable pric-
es, timely repairs and 
their ethical approach. 
They’re trusted with ev-
erything from routine 
maintenance to more 
complex repairs, while 
upholding their core val-
ues of honesty and in-
tegrity to each valued 
customer.

“Trust forms the cor-
nerstone of the relation-
ships with our custom-
ers. When you bring 
your vehicle to us you 
can trust our expertise 
to accurately diagnose 
issues and perform nec-
essary repairs. We pri-
oritize your safety and 
satisfaction, ensuring 
that every repair is con-
ducted with your best 
interests in mind,” stat-
ed owner and operator 
Steve Gotham. 

“We offer a unique, 
honest approach to auto 
repairs, and operate on 
the policy of always giv-
ing you the fairest deal 
and flawless repair or 
maintenance work,” not-
ed Gotham.

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. is a local, full-fea-
tured auto shop in Apop-
ka with a service team 
that possesses over 60 
years of combined auto 
repair experience and 

comprehensive abil-
ity. Instead of search-
ing for a different provid-
er every time your vehi-
cle has a problem, their 
team of technicians is 
ready to deal with ev-
erything from electrical 
problems to diagnostic 
issues.

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. prides themselves 
on their ability to handle 
whatever reveals itself 
under the hood. From 
diagnostics, inspec-
tions, scheduled main-
tenance, lube, oil and 
filters, tire and wheel 
services; electrical sys-
tems, from batteries 
and starters to radios 
and windshield wipers, 
they do it all.   And even 
though it’s not related to 
the mechanical or elec-
trical systems, they also 
provide glass repair and 
replacement. No chal-
lenge is too large or 
too small for this expert 
team. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. understands that, 
in challenging econom-
ic times, there are things 
that might take prece-
dence over car repairs 
and services. But think 
long-term if you’re plan-
ning on keeping your ve-
hicle for any amount of 
time. It’s in the best in-
terest of your vehicle 
(and your wallet) to not 
ignore the little things, 
which, in time, can turn 
into big things.

When you depend 
on your car, you know 
how important a de-
pendable, smooth-run-
ning vehicle can be. You 

need a trusted, reliable, 
quick-service mechanic 
close to home, not only 
for regular maintenance 
but also for those lit-
tle (and sometimes big) 
glitches that can slow 
you down and possibly 
become a safety issue. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. utilizes only top-
quality replacement 
parts and highly skilled 
technicians. They offer 
a no-obligation free es-
timate and utilize up-to-
date diagnostic equip-
ment to diagnose and 
repair your car, truck, 
or SUV. This helps en-
sure that your automo-
bile is repaired to facto-
ry specifi cations. And, of 
course, all their work is 
100% guaranteed. 

J&K Automotive, 
Inc. began their busi-

ness in Apopka in 1987 
with a passion for excel-
lence in automotive re- 
pair and quality custom-
er service. It’s always 
been their goal, and will 
continue to be, the re-
pair shop that offers fair, 
honest, and dependable 
service. 

They are located at 
1012 E. Semoran Bou-
levard in Apopka.  J&K 
Automotive, Inc. is 
easy to fi nd, just a block 
east from Sheeler Road. 
For top-quality service 
at affordable prices, call 
J&K Automotive, Inc. 
at 407-880-3530. For 
more information, you 
can also visit their web-
site at www. JandK.me-
chanicnet.com and be-
come a fan on Face-
book: J & K Automotive.

Advertisement 

J&K Automotive, Inc. believes in providing the best 
possible customer service and pricing for all the work 
they do. They’re conveniently located at 1012 E. 
Semoran Boulevard in Apopka.

Honesty and integrity is not just a slogan, it’s J&K 
Automotive’s underlying business principle

For the Finest in Tires & Service!

Choose from a wide slection of Michelin® and BFGoodrich® brand tires!

200 W Main Street Apopka, FL 32703

www.aoktiremart.net
407-889-7074

• TheReg. Price
• Dexcool Extra
• Most Vehicles

Expires 9/30/24. Not valid with other promotions 
or offers. Redeem only at AOK Tire Mart.

VALUABLE COUPON
Cooling System & 

Radiator Flush

• Drain, Flush & Refill 
  Cooling System
• Add up to 2 Gallons Antifreeze
• Inspect Belts & Hoses

OFF
$1500

60,000 Miles Manufacturer's 
Treadwear Limited Warranty (H,V)
• Wet & Dry Traction • Long-lasting Treadlife

ALL-SEASON PERFORMANCE

CrossClimate® 2

FREE ROAD 

HAZARD 

WARRANTY

For the Finest in Tires & Service!

Choose from a wide slection of Michelin® and BFGoodrich® brand tires!

200 W Main Street Apopka, FL 32703

www.aoktiremart.net
407-889-7074

• The Regular  
   Price
• Most Vehicles

Expires 9/30/24. Not valid with other promotions 
or offers. Redeem only at AOK Tire Mart.

VALUABLE COUPON
Computerized 

Alignment

• Set Camber, Caster &       
  Toe-In to Manufacturer's  
 Specifications
• Road test

OFF
$1000

6 Years Standard Limited Warranty
Take on Earth's toughest terrain with advanced Krawl-TEK 
compound that enhances grip on rock and slick surfaces.

LIGHTY TRUCK/SUV/CUV

Mud-Terrain T/A® KM3

FREE ROAD 

HAZARD 

WARRANTY

September 2024

THINK ABOUT IT:
Routine maintenance 

helps motorists address 
minor issues before 
they become more 

complicated and more 
expensive to repair.

TOP 5 MOST COMMON CAR  
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

1. Oil and Filter Changes.
An oil change is the most crucial  

service for your vehicle.
2. Tire Rotation.

Routine tire rotation service will help 
spread tire wear evenly across all four  

of your tires.
3. Brake Service.

4. Transmission Service.
5. Air Filter Replacement.

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777  
to find out about our Business Profile program.  

Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!
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