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Resources are available to help 
with recovery from Milton

Last week, Hurricane Milton caused flooding at Piedmont Plaza, on the corner of East Semoran Boulevard 
and Piedmont Wekiwa Road in Apopka. 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

In light of having faced 
hurricanes within the last 
several weeks, state offi-
cials are warning constitu-
ents against people attempt-
ing to commit fraud, and 
have established insurance 
villages for policy holders 
to seek help face-to-face. 

Although people can 
meet their local insurance 
office or try to discuss their 
insurance matters by phone 
or going online, insurance 
villages are solely focused 
on helping policy holders 

with their claims following 
a hurricane 

“Basically, the insur-
ance village serves as an op-
portunity for policy holders 
to meet with their insurance 
carriers in person and work 
together to file insurance 
claims,” said Rep. Doug 
Bankson for Florida House 
District 39, which includes 
the Apopka area. “So there 
will be adjusters, they’ll 
be there with checkbooks, 
they’ll be there ready to 
help. And so people can go 
directly to their agent, of 

Several resources are 
available to assist people 
in recovering from the ef-
fects of Hurricane Milton. 

County and city assis-
tance 
Orange County 
Visit ocfl.net/Milton and 
ocfl.net/storm for resourc-
es and information on 
storm recovery  
	 Disaster recovery as-
sistance resources: Or-
angeCountyFL.net/Emer-
gencySafety/StormRecov-
ery Assistance.aspx  
	 Connect with lo-
cal government ser-
vices by calling 311 or 
(407) 836-3111, or visit-
ing OrangeCountyFL.net/

Home/311HelpInfo.aspx  
	 Orange County Public 
Schools (OCPS) Updates: 
OCPS.net/departments/
public_relations/milton 
	 City of Apopka storm 
updates and information: 
Apopka.gov/647/Hurri-
cane-Preparedness/Hurri-
canes 

Other Resources 
2-1-1

2-1-1 is a simple num-
ber to dial for information 
about health and human 
service organizations in 
your community.

Specialists at 2-1-1 
can help callers with prob-
lem-solving and refer them 
to the appropriate govern-

ment programs, commu-
nity-based organizations, 
and other local resources.

2-1-1- has a free and 
confidential information 
and referral service that 
connects Florida residents 
to human and social servic-
es, including free and con-
fidential crisis and emer-
gency counseling and di-
saster assistance. For more 
information visit 211.org/ 
Volunteer Florida

Volunteer Florida is 
the state’s lead agency for 
volunteers and donations 
before, during, and after 
disasters. To volunteer, 
visit VolunteerFlorida.org/ 
FEMA

FEMA has compiled 

a list of helpful national 
organizations through the 
National Voluntary Orga-
nizations Active in Disas-
ters association. To learn 
more, donate, or volun-
teer, visit nvoad.org/voad-
members/national-mem-
bers/  
American Red Cross

The American Red 
Cross has volunteer posi-
tions. Visit RedCross.org/
volunteer/become-a-vol-
unteer.   

Those who need assis-
tance being reunited with a 
loved one can visit tinyurl.
com/797tps8n  

The main hotline is 

See HELP Page 6A

State officials warn 
about post-disaster 
insurance fraud

Flooding on S.R. 436 in Apopka after Hurricane Mil-
ton last week. 

See FRAUD Page 6A

By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff
	   
	 Organized by the Ro-
tary Club of Apopka and 
supported by the city of 
Apopka, the Apopka Fall 
Family Festival has taken 
its place among the “insti-
tutions” of Apopka. 
	 The fair opened last 
night, Thursday, October 
17, and will continue until 
Sunday, October 20, at Kit 
Land Nelson Park. 
	 “Events held with 
the intention of reflect-
ing an area for a substan-

tial amount of time is ex-
citing and a blessing to the 
particular area,” Rotary 
Club of Apopka. Rotarian, 
Chris DeClue said. “The 
Apopka Fair is a source of 
pride for the Rotary Club. 
The bigger pride is for 
bettering the communi-
ty through the fair. Twen-
ty-plus years of the fair is 
not only good for the Ro-
tary Club, but even more 
so for the city of Apopka 
and residents. 
	 Proceeds raised di-

Rotary Club wants to build community center
See FESTIVAL Page 7A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City 
Council approved 5-0 at its 
October 2 meeting to de-
clare part of a city-owned 
property as surplus at the 
request of Rotary Club of 
Apopka for the purpose of 
building a community cen-
ter there. 

On October 2, Bill 
Spiegel, Rotary service 
project chair, gave a pre-
sentation about the club’s 
proposed community cen-
ter, and, for this purpose, 
asked the city to declare 
portions of the 797 N. Wells 
St. property, known as the 
Apopka Athletic Complex, 
as surplus. He had present-

ed the same topic to the City 
Council earlier this year. 

By building a commu-
nity center, Rotary hopes 
to provide a venue that can 
host 100 to 125 people as 
a needed community re-
source, Spiegel explained. 

“Our (Rotary) motto is 
‘Service Above Self,’ and 
we’re interested in making 
a sizable investment in the 
Apopka community. We are 
looking for a legacy proj-
ect, something that will 
outlast us,” Spiegel told the 
City Council. “This is an 
endeavor that we’ve been 
undertaking and consider-
ing for quite a few years 
prior to Covid.”

This image, obtained from the October 2 City Council meeting agenda packet, 
shows the portion of North Wells Street that the Apopka City Council voted 5-0 
to declare a surplus property. This is where the Rotary Club of Apopka would like 
to build a new community center.  See ROTARY Page 8A

Birding park may open summer 2025
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The 70-acre Apop-
ka Birding Park planned 
for development at the en-
trance to Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive may open in 
summer 2025, the project 
architect said. 

In an update on the 
Apopka Birding Park’s 
progress at the Wednes-
day, October 16, Apopka 
City Council meeting, the 
project architect said that 
the park may be ready for 
visitors after next Indepen-
dence Day. 

“We hope that this 

building, it’s anticipated to 
be open just after the Fourth 
of July holiday of next year. 
So, we’re wrapping up con-
struction documents the be-
ginning of next month, and 
then we’ll move into per-
mitting and then into con-
struction. So it’s moving 
right along and it should be 
a great holiday celebration 
in the summer next year,” 
Philip Donovan of Orlan-
do-based Little Diversified 
Architectural Consulting 
told the City Council.

The Apopka Birding 
Park is envisioned as in-
cluding a habitat restora-
tion and a visitors’ educa-

tion facility. 
Part of transforming 

the former Hickerson prop-
erty into the Apopka Bird-
ing Park is to renovate the 
cement block building at 
the Wildlife Drive entrance 
into the education cen-
ter. The building was once 
used as a truck shop where 
a nurseryman would let 
farmers fix their trucks. 

“We determined it 
would be better to renovate 
it than try to start anew,” 
said Deborah Green, pres-
ident of the Orange Audu-
bon Society. “It’s more 
ecological to renovate.”

One of several chal-

lenges the Apopka Bird-
ing Park project faces is re-
moving concrete pads left 
from Lake Apopka’s days 
as a farming area, Green 
said. 

Earlier this year, in 
March, the city finalized a 
ground lease with the Or-
ange Audubon Society. 	
This past May, Orange 
Audubon contracted Lit-
tle Diversified Architectur-
al Consulting for its back-
ground of designing sev-
eral net-zero energy build-
ings, with the goal of cre-
ating the Apopka Birding 
Park as a eco-friendly facil-
ity. 

Photo by Tammy Keaton
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Fall Family Festival 
returns this weekend



“AMENDMENT TO 
LIMIT GOVERNMENT 
INTERFERENCE WITH 
ABORTION: No law shall 
prohibit, penalize, delay, or 
restrict abortion before via-
bility or when necessary to 
protect the patient’s health, 
as determined by the pa-
tient’s healthcare provider. 
This amendment does not 
change the Legislature’s 
constitutional authority 
to require notification to a 
parent or guardian before a 
minor has an abortion.”  
According to this amend-

ment, you can be deter-
mined to need an abortion 
by a mid-wife, nurse, or 
even a physician’s assistant 
(“healthcare provider”), 
and in some cases holistic 
healers.

 The second point in 

the amendment is that par-
ents must be notified, but 
their approval is not neces-
sary for a child to have an 
abortion. Also, it does not 
stipulate when parents or 
guardians need to be noti-
fied before, during or after, 
so it could be at the point 
of the actual abortion (mur-
der). 

The people who prac-
tice, and promote abortions 
relate the procedure of kill-
ing a baby to something 
akin to having an appen-
dectomy, or having tonsils 

removed. From the point 
of conception, life begins, 
and the cells begin to mul-
tiply on their own. A few 
of these murderers even 
compare a growing baby to 
cancer cells but the differ-
ence is that cancer cells are 
rogue cells of the host and 
baby cells are brand-new 
cell growths separate from 
the host.

Where do we go for 
moral acceptance of this 
barbarism? We spend so 
much time talking about 
human rights, and hardly 

any at all about the right 
to be a human. The abor-
tion group is spending mil-
lions of dollars trying to 
convince women they will 
be turned away from hav-
ing abortions, no matter 
the cause of pregnancies 
but, that is not so. There are 
safeguards to keep abor-
tions being used as prophy-
lactics. (People often asso-
ciate the word “prophylac-
tics” with condoms.) The 
most important prophylac-
tics are common sense and 
self-control. This amend-

ment tries to end-round all 
responsibility for the lack 
of these. 

As of now, two doctors 
must agree that an abortion 
is necessary for whatever 
reason, and I cannot see the 
problem in that, seeing it 
takes a twelve-person jury 
to condemn someone to the 
death penalty. At least with 
the jury setting, the defen-
dant can plead his or her 
case. Not so as a baby is is-
sued a death warrant with 

As we reopened 
schools this week after the 
storm, my mind was also 
on all our families and staff 
as I hoped that everyone 
made it through the storm 
with minimal damage. 

Once again, I am 
amazed at the work of the 
school district and the staff 
at the schools as they pre-
pared for the storm and 
then handled the assess-
ment of buildings and prep-
aration for the reopening.

Preparation for events 
like this for a school district 
as large as ours takes a lot 
of coordination and team-
work. Our school district 
oversees the management 
of more than 220 differ-
ent facilities across Orange 
County. It is quite a mon-
umental task managing a 

storm in the district.
The Superintendent, 

her cabinet and the emer-
gency management depart-
ment at the school district 
meet in advance to plan and 
coordinate how the district 
will handle all of this. They 
usually meet every day dur-
ing these situations and 
sometimes more than once, 
often in coordination with 
Orange County Govern-
ment, as well. 

Many of our schools 
are used as emergency 
shelters during the storms. 
You may not know it, but 
when a school is a shel-
ter, the staff at that school 
is asked to be at the shel-
ter and work the entire time 
the shelter is open. This 
includes the principal and 
other administrators, custo-
dians and lunchroom staff. 
These school staff mem-
bers leave their own fami-
lies during the storm to stay 
at the shelters for days to 
make sure that evacuees 
are taken care of during the 
storm. What a blessing they 
are to our community! 

Over 330 evacu-
ees took shelter at Apop-
ka High School last week, 

Parents of a minor having an abortion are to be notified, but when?
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Giving is the most 
important way to 
honor the Lord.

For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has, not according to 

what one does not have.
2 Corinthians 8:12

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
VFW POST 10147 continues to have its 
fund raising breakfast on the third Satur-
day, October 19, from 8-10 a.m. at 519 
S. Central Avenue. Cost is only $7 for 
a breakfast with scrambled eggs, sau-
sage links, pancakes, biscuits and gra-
vy, Orange Juice, coffee and water.
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The Apopka Chief
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School district workers are amazing

See HAYDEN Page 4A

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

In this critical election, you vot-
ers will be asked to accept or vote 
against the proposed state consti-
tutional abortion Amendment 4. 
This is such an important and disas-
trous attack on human life, that this 
flawed state Amendment MUST be 
voted down!

It is one thing to have a state 
law that is voted on by legislators 
and approved even if you find it 
wrong or offensive; but it is quite 
another thing to put into our State 
Constitution an amendment legal-
izing the murder of babies that are 
capable of surviving outside their 
mother’s womb if allowed to sim-
ply be born and take a breath!

If we were voting to amend the 
constitution to kill baby dogs or 
cats anytime we wanted to while 
they were in the womb, people 
would go nuts. 

But somehow we live in a soci-
ety that killing baby girls and boys 
in the womb is acceptable because 
these baby humans are “inconve-
nient” at a point in someone’s life.

This radical Amendment 4 is 
deceptive and would allow unlim-
ited abortion/elimination of babies 
from conception until birth in our 
State Constitution as a fundamen-
tal right.

A critical component of this 
proposed amendment is that NONE 
of Amendment 4’s key terms are 
defined. This includes key words 
like “government interference”, 
“healthcare provider,” “viability,” 
or “patient’s health.”

Although Amendment 4 claims 
to protect “parental notification,” 
it deceptively fails to mention that 
“parental consent” laws in Flori-
da would be conveniently repealed, 
making abortion the ONLY medical 
procedure a minor in Florida could 
receive without parental consent!

By the way, “patient’s health” is 
not defined either, creating a huge 
loophole so that mental anguish, 
stress, or even morning sickness 
could be used to justify late-term 
abortions. And all of this could hap-
pen, even though the baby they are 
carrying, and wanting to abort, can 
feel pain.

Because “viability” is not de-

fined, Amendment 4 has no clear 
limits on late-term abortion. 

As written, Amendment 4 al-
lows doctors to be removed from 
the abortion decision-making pro-
cess by not requiring an actual med-
ical doctor to determine if an abor-
tion is medically necessary to pro-
tect the mother’s health or if the 
baby is viable to live. 

Instead, it allows any labeled 
“healthcare provider” to make these 
decisions. 

The Florida Family Voice points 
out that under Florida law, “health-
care provider” isn’t limited to doc-
tors, so even employees of abortion 
clinics who are not licensed medi-
cal doctors would be able to ap-
prove late-term abortions.

And by the way, the radical ac-
tivists who authored this amend-
ment to the Florida constitution will 
use the deceptively broad language 
to file lawsuits to force Florida tax-
payers to pay for abortions, exact-
ly as they have done in other states 
that have passed these radical pro-
posals.

The United States constitution 
has been amended only 27 times 
in 230 years. The first 10 are called 
the Bill of Rights, and those were 
added in 1791. Then five more were 
added between 1795 and 1870, in-
volving key issues like slavery, civil 
rights, and presidential elections. 

Four more were added between 
1909-1920 concerning income tax, 
elections, and women’s rights to 
vote. Seven more were added be-
tween 1933-1971, and the last one 
was added in 1992, which was 32 
years ago. The point: constitution-
al amendments should be rare and 
critical to our nation’s existence 
and life.

Please vote against State Con-
stitutional Amendment 4. Babies’ 
lives in the womb matter to God, 
and they should matter to us. 

Voting is not just a privilege, 
but a duty, so please get out and 
vote on this critical issue. 

Don’t be silent at a time when 
your voice is most needed … espe-
cially for those who can’t speak un-
til after they are born.

Amendment 4 must be turned down, it 
is inappropriate for our Constitution
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This radical Amendment 4 is 
deceptive and would allow unlim-
ited abortion/elimination of babies 
from conception until birth in our 
State Constitution as a fundamen-
tal right.
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Water overflow presents problems

Amendment 4 should be voted 
down, not approved for the State 

Constitution

It has been a tough 
week for residents in Dis-
trict 2. It is apparent that 
there will be more storms 
coming, if not this year, 
then in the future. We can 
learn many things from 
Hurricane Milton.

Here are details of 
the worst problems people 
faced in District 2. A few 
are listed about how the 
county is handling the situ-
ation.

Monroe Ct – pumping 
out water at low idle.

Piedmont Wekiwa at 
SR 436 – water is receding. 
Two lanes are now driv-
able.

Reata Way & Gaucho 
Way – sections are barri-

caded. Pumping started on 
Tuesday.

Mustang Way – por-
tions of the road are closed 
and waiting for water to re-
cede.

Radiant Circle – a 
sinkhole was remediated.

Virginia Drive – con-
tractors are pumping to re-
duce flooding on private 

property.
Earlwood – the road is 

now open.
Holly Creek – pump-

ing is ongoing to reduce 
flooding.

I gladly worked 18 
hour days to assuage fears, 
report flooding, and ad-
dress other concerns. At 
any time, you may report 
problems to 311 or through 
the 311 app. However, I 
kept my phone charged up 
and answered texts, phone 
calls, and messages through 
Facebook.

The county’s first task 
after the storm passed was 
to place generators on lift 
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By Carrie Wiercioch
Special to the Chief

Apopka Furniture has 
been a staple in the com-
munity on Central Avenue 
for more than 65 years. Its 
owner, Bob Bratton, is now 
90 and has decided to retire. 

Known as “Mr. Bob” 
to friends and family as 
well as those who became 
customers, they were the 
reason he worked six days 
a week for all those years. 

Mr. Bob was in both 
the Navy and the Air Force, 
as well as the Auxiliary 
Florida Highway Patrol. 
He was a volunteer for the 
Apopka Fire Department 
and the owner of Apop-
ka Furniture Inc. for close 
to 65 years. The custom-
ers became family, and he 
wouldn’t have had it any 
other way.

The family’s approach 
to business truly reflects 
Mr. Bob’s deep compas-
sion and commitment to 
the community, offering 
in-house financing, check 
cashing, and even allowing 
customers to borrow money 
without extra charges. But 
if they didn’t pay it back, 
they couldn’t borrow un-
til it was caught up and the 
furniture bill was paid. 

His understanding of 
the struggles many faced, 
especially during tough 
economic times, and his 
willingness to help without 
adding financial burdens is 
remarkable. 

He became known as 
Mr. Bob through the many 
years and to countless gen-
erations of families as they 
began to move out and have 
their own families. He will 
always be Mr. Bob to us, 
and he tells us that even 
in retirement, “it’s been an 
honor and a privilege to 
serve the citizens of Apop-
ka and Orange County.”

It’s clear that his busi-
ness practices were not just 
about making a profit but 
about genuinely support-
ing and uplifting the com-
munity. Allowing custom-
ers to skip December pay-
ments to ensure they could 
enjoy the holidays and pro-
viding essential items like 
hot water heaters or laptops 

without additional interest 
shows his empathetic na-
ture and dedication to treat-
ing people with dignity and 
respect. 

When asking past cus-
tomers about Mr. Bob, they 
remember him as patient 
and understanding. Tam-
my Perkins still visits him 
weekly, and he looks for-
ward to seeing all of his 
family of customers. 

Mr. Bob’s legacy is 
truly heartwarming. Most 
of all, he will be remem-
bered as patient and honest. 
His daughter Carrie Brat-
ton Wiercioch said she will 
never forget when he be-
came a licensed pilot and 
flew her over Disney World 
at night, at a time when 
they could, as it was prior 
to 9/11. 

His dedication to the 
community and his com-
passionate business practic-
es have undoubtedly made 
a significant impact on 
many lives. The evolution 
of furniture and applianc-
es over the years has been 
fascinating to witness, and 
Mr. Bob’s adaptability and 
commitment to customer 
care are commendable. 

His hope to have made 
a difference in someone’s 
life is surely realized, as his 
actions and generosity have 
left a lasting impression on 
the community.

A journey 
Robert R. Bratton’s 

journey began in Texas, 
where he hopped on a train 
to California for the Navy. 
He ended up in Orlando for 
the Air Force for instructor 
training. At 24 years old, 
he had no idea what life 
lay before him and that he 
would be retiring from the 
little furniture store on Cen-
tral Avenue after 65 years.	 

After meeting Eloise 
Rawls, he was given a front 
row seat to the commerce 
and business side of Apop-
ka and became so integrat-
ed into the community that 
he decided to stay. 

It shows in his dedica-
tion to the community and 
the longevity of his busi-
ness. He became the pres-
ident of the local Junior 
Chamber of Commerce 

(Jaycees) for young busi-
ness owners from 18-40 
years of age.

Through the years, El-
oise and Bob had many 
locations that were both  
Rawls Variety Store and 
what would become the 
longest-running furniture 
store in Apopka, Apopka 
Furniture. The first location 
was in the Witherington 
building in the old Henry’s 
Meat Market area. 

After a few years, they 
moved to where the alley-
way now sits at Central Av-
enue, between the Black-
welder’s Department Store 
and Dominos and the TV 
repair shop that had a two-
story building on it but has 
since been removed, next to 
the alleyway off U.S. High-

way 441, what is now the 
vacant lot next to Dominos. 

The shape of the two 
buildings was in an” L,” 
and they would travel back 
and forth from each store. 
Eventually they rented out 
the downstairs to the city 
of Apopka for water billing 
and moved to the two loca-
tions on Park Avenue (with 
Farm City and a church 
next door) and bought them 
and a portion of the parking 
lot. He had new furniture in 
one building and used fur-
niture in the other.

Eloise and Bob also 
ventured into the hospital-
ity business: a hotel that 
had a popular bar/restau-
rant in Cocoa named the 

See STORE Page 5A

Robert Bratton , here in his Apopka Furniture store, is 
retiring after 65 years. He has been known to his cus-
tomers for his understanding of their financial strug-
gles and willingness to help.  

‘Mr. Bob’ retires after 65 yrs. of furniture store ownership

Photo courtesy of Carrie Wiercioch

Event Details at www.FallFamilyFestival.com

$2.00 
OFF

Thursday 
Armband

Thursday Available 
5-9pm

No Rain Out DatesReg Price $25

FESTIVAL & RIDE HOURS 
Thurs., Oct. 17 • 5PM - 10PM

Fri.,Oct. 18 • 5PM - 11PM
 Sat.,Oct. 19 • 2PM - 11PM

Sun., Oct. 20 • 12PM - 8PM

Thank You To Our Presenting Sponsors!

Carnival Rides
Merchandise • Live Music • Vendors 

Food • Beer & Wine Garden

Kit Land 
Nelson Park

FREE ADMISSION 
ALL WEEKEND!

RIDES, FOOD, 
LIVE MUSIC & VENDORS

 $5 PARKING

Thursday Family Night
$25 RIDE BANDS!! 5 - 9PM

SUNDAY ARMBAND $25

ARMBANDS ONLY AVAILABLE THURS. & SUN.

Available 12PM - 2PM
 & Good Until 4PM

$2.00 
OFF

Sunday 
Armband

Sunday Available 
12-2pm good till 4pm.

No Rain Out DatesReg Price $25

Enjoy our 
CRAFT BEER & 

WINE GARDEN!

Rotary 
Club of Apopka
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KIT LAND 
NELSON PARK

Thank You To Our Sponsors!

City Ordinance Prohibits 
Animals On Property.

Declue Brothers 
Insurance 
First Card 
Services 

 Primerica
Herc Rentals

Waste 
Management 

Williams 
Construction & 
Development

RadioOne

Environmental 
Products Group

St. Germain
Chiropractic

The Apopka Chief 
& The Planter

October 17-20

THURSDAY: 5 - 9PM
FRIDAY: 5 - 10PM

SATURDAY: 2 - 10PM
SUNDAY: 1 - 7PM

Casey Brents
Sat. 7PM-10PM

L I V E  M U S I C
Christina Adinolfi 

Fri. 7PM-10PM

Open Saturdays 
and Sundays. Group 

reservations available 
during the week also.
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1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

For the lease of a 2024 Mach-E Premium AWD Ext Range Battery (300A) with a $51,980 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease off er requires a down payment of $5,189 
and fi rst monthly Payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are additional. Requires approval and fi nancing through Ford Motor Company Credit (FMCC). Not all buyers 
will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifi cations and complete details. Off er ends 10/31/2024. Ford Power Promise: Must purchase or lease 
from a participating Ford dealer between 10/1/2024 and 1/2/2025 to be eligible to receive (a) one (1) complimentary Ford Charge Station Pro (Ford charger model 
may vary based on availability) with complimentary home installation (Program #32530), or (b) $2,000 bonus cash (Program #11302). No trade-in required. Off er not 
available to fl eet or commercial customers. Complimentary home installation must be performed through Qmerit Electrifi cation LLC at a residential location with a 

dedicated electrical meter; restrictions may apply based on structural and electrical limitations. Installation must be completed by 6/30/2025.
1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

OR $2,000 Rebate
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$392/mo
36 months
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and they were cared for by 
the wonderful staff includ-
ing principal Lyle Heinz. 
Thank you to those who 
helped make that shelter 
available to the community.

After a storm passes, 
the district staff immedi-
ately assesses all the prop-
erties to check for damage. 
Sometimes, schools are not 
able to open right away de-
pending on damage, power 
outages, and other factors.  
This time, we were quite 
lucky as there didn’t appear 
to be any significant dam-
age to any of the buildings.

We did have several 
schools without power, but 
those schools were back 
online by Monday. Quite 
remarkable considering the 
massive power outages in 
our area.

Roads and routes to 
schools also have to be 
checked and cleared as 
well to be sure that buses 
can safely get our children 
to school. All bus drivers 
drive the routes a couple 
of times before schools are 
back in session to make 
sure bus stops and routes 
are cleared of debris. 

There is tremendous 
teamwork and coordination 

as well as extra hours of 
work from the district lev-
el to the school level to get 
our schools through these 
storms.

 I want to personally 
thank everyone who had a 
hand in getting us through 
this storm. Thank you for 
your time, effort and effi-
ciency in ensuring our pub-
lic school buildings are 
kept as safe as possible and 
that our students can return 
as quickly as possible. 

Let’s hope this is the 
last storm we have to deal 
with this hurricane season!

no ability to respond.
 During the Nurem-

burg Trials the defense ar-
gued that the accused mur-
derers of over six million 
Jews, Christians, Blacks, 
and other races whom they 
judged as inferior, were just 
following the laws of their 
nation. One of the prosecu-
tors silenced that argument 
with the comment, “Are we 
not under a much higher 
law than that of men?” Ru-
dolf Hess, and the rest of 
the hierarchy of the Nazi 
movement were sentenced 
to hang because of that 
higher law. 

Whether the abortion-
ist wins the vote or not, 
there is coming a day when 
we all will be judged by 
that higher law.

When I was a child, 
the norm was for parents to 
have at least three children. 
The formula was to replace 
the parents and then have 
one more for unforeseen 
loss of one to sickness, ac-
cident, or other factors. In 
an interview the other day, 
former President Bill Clin-
ton postulated that since the 

birth rate in America is not 
sufficient to keep up with 
job demands for workers, 
immigration is imperative! 

Here we are in Amer-
ica talking about murder-
ing babies in the womb as 
if it is absolutely necessary 
for a woman’s health but, in 
reality, most abortions are 
chosen for selfish reasons. 
Around 40 percent of peo-
ple in a 2013 study men-
tioned a financial reason for 
needing an abortion.

 Most of them had gen-
eral financial concerns or 
said they could not afford 
to support a child. Almost 
one-third (31percent) of 
study respondents gave rea-
sons relating to their part-
ner.

I wonder – why would 
you choose someone for 
sexual gratification, know-
ing your partner would not 
be suitable as a responsi-
ble parent, and not use pro-
phylactics? The answer is, 
abortion is available and 
if a baby would inconve-
nience you, just get rid of 
it! 

Former President Bill 
Clinton stated our birth 
rate is too low, so we need 

immigration; and, out of 
the other side of the Demo-
cratic Party’s mouth comes 
the call for freedom for 
abortion for all, without 
any restrictions as to age, 
reason, use of taxpayer 
funds, or any governmental 
or parental intervention. 

When Roe vs Wade 
was overturned, there was 
so much ruckus about how 
women were going to suf-
fer because of that Su-
preme Court decision, and 
the truth be told, all they 
did was follow the Consti-
tutional guidelines and re-
turned control of that legis-
lation back to the individu-
al states, where the Consti-
tution says it belongs. 

Before you vote on 
Amendment Four, do your 
own research. Don’t listen 
to all the rhetorical garbage 
used for promoting abor-
tion. 

And, by the way, what 
happens to the aborted 
baby. Who or what benefits 
from that whole baby or its 
pieces?

Make up your own 
mind, then VOTE!!

Continued from page 2A
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	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Hayden: Vote NO on abortion

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Everyone is to be thanked

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 
AMENDMENT 

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, November 12, 2024 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 
3074 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, December 4, 
2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
A.M. and 4:30 P.M. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that G L Summitt 
Engineering, Inc. c/o Geoffrey L. Summitt, P.E. has made application 
relating to the following described property.

ORDINANCE NO. 3074
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY; 
OWNED BY TIMOTHY BURCHFIELD, ROBERT AND STACY MOSS; LOCATED 
WEST OF GOLDEN GEM ROAD, SOUTH OF NIGHTSHADE GROVE LANE AND 
SADLER ROAD; COMPRISING 19.76 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        177486
October 18, 2024

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 14-20-27-0000-00-025 and 14-20-27-
0000-00-083
Contains: 19.76 +/- Acres

stations. No one wants 
sewage to back up into 
homes.

Then it is important 
to work with Duke Energy 
to remove trees tangled in 
power lines. Never try to 
remove trees near power 
lines yourself. In fact, Duke 
is called even before the 
public works team can start 
cutting tree limbs. We lost 
a precious man in the Pine 
Hills area who touched a 
live wire.

A special shout-out to 
our manager of ponds, Jeff 

Charles. He answered myr-
iad calls about breached 
ponds, swollen drain wells, 
and the like. All his team’s 
hard work matters in an in-
stant, during severe flood-
ing. He makes sure ponds 
are well-maintained. This 
means more than just cut-
ting grass. They manage 
soil conditions, excess de-
bris, and pond wall integ-
rity.

As to having the stam-
ina to prepare for a hur-
ricane, I found more and 
more elderly people with-
out family or friends to as-
sist in this process. It is vi-

tal we understand the limi-
tations of our neighbors 
and show some concern. 
The most successful neigh-
borhoods are well acquaint-
ed with and offer to meet 
specific needs like filling 
sandbags, moving outside 
furniture, providing gener-
ators, etc.

For many of you that 
have flooding in low-lying 
areas, some of these areas 
were built prior to codes 
which limit construction 
adjacent to wetlands. Have 
you checked the 100-year 
flood zone map? Flood-
ing occurred in many flood 

zones and areas next to 
wetlands.

Then there are those 
areas with long, system-
ic flooding issues. Again, 
roadways that are in low- 
lying areas will always fill 
up with water and will nat-
urally recede after a storm. 
Yes, in some cases expen-
sive fixes would be prefer-
able. However, it is chal-
lenging to find the millions 
of dollars necessary for re-
mediation.

A few special cases, 
I would like to mention. 
Remember, either I or the 
county staff have visited 
trouble spots in District 2 
by now. I welcome you re-
porting problems when you 
first view them. This morn-
ing, I visited a sink hole off 
Beggs Road. I found the 
contractor and county staff 
had just remedied the sink-
hole.

As for the major flood-
ing, that is simply difficult. 
The ground is saturated 
and in the case of the Pinto 
Road area, the water cannot 
drain due to a lack of ca-
pacity in Lake Gandy.

When Pine Hills Road 
was built, they left homes 
lower than the road.  I wish 
I had been on the BCC at 
the time. Staff is working 
on short-term pumping in 
this area of Lockhart. I will 
follow up with discussions 
of any long-term solutions.

If you haven’t studied 
how water drains in north-
west Orange County, I will 
give you a short primer. 
We drain to the St. John’s 
River and out to the Atlan-
tic Ocean through Jackson-
ville. Pine Hills drains to 
Lockhart and then up the 
Little Wekiva River.  Apop-
ka drains either towards the 
Wekiva River or to Lake 

Apopka.
On a personal note, 

during the hurricane I had 
too much water draining 
into my home’s founda-
tion. I have a compost pile 
which I can repurpose to 
raise up these few areas. I 
also experienced water in-
trusion through a few win-
dow seals. So, I will be re-
caulking the windows. And 
sorry to say, I have a bro-
ken window I never fixed 
from when my then teen-
age daughter sneaked in. It 
leaked and I had to put tow-
els in that windowsill. She 
is now the mother of three 
of my grandchildren.  Yes, 
a lack of maintenance and 
repairs can haunt any of us.

So, I encourage you 
to evaluate what went well 
and what didn’t. Now is the 
best time to make the nec-
essary repairs and complete 
needed maintenance.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: It is important for all trouble spots in District 2 to be reported
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Gulfstream. They would 
work apart during the week 
and Bob would drive to 
see her on the weekends. 
When this was too hard on 
the relationship, they part-

ed ways and he decided to 
sell the locations on Park 
Avenue and rented from 
her family at 426 S. Central 
Ave., the location he was at 
until the end. He eventually 
purchased the building for 
$25,000 and the rest was 

history. 
He remarried in 1968, 

and Robert and Vera Brat-
ton incorporated the busi-
ness in 1977. Their daugh-
ter, Carrie R. Bratton, was 
born in 1970 in Apopka 
and graduated a Blue Dart-

er in 1989. She raised her 
kids Peyton R. Menegat 
(born in 1996) and Dumas 
M. Wiercioch III (born in 
2004) in Apopka. They are 
also graduates of Apopka 
High School. 

Continued from page 3A

Store: Owner raised family in Apopka

The Apopka Memorial 
High School Class of 1974 
is celebrating its Golden 
(50th) Class Reunion this 
Friday and Saturday, Oc-
tober 18 and 19. The Class 
of ’74 has graciously invit-
ed a few surrounding class-
es to their reunion also this 
weekend.

Festivities start at the 
AHS football game tonight 
Friday, October 18 at Rog-
er Williams Field, and con-

tinue with their dinner cel-
ebration on Saturday at 
Zellwood Station Golf and 
Country Club.

Former editor of The 
Apopka Chief John Peery 
was a member of Class of 
’74, along with other class 
members who put their 
own stamp on history. The 
organizing committee not-
ed a strong showing of 
classmates, along with oth-
er classes for the big event.

High school class 
to hold golden 
reunion

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
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Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below
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fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life
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June 23,24

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., OCT. 21 
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

OCT. 
21

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $6.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

Visit the informative Military Museum 
at 519 S. Central Avenue. 

Call 407-889-8266 for information.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

JUNE 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

Apartment Renovators LLC.
407-731-1547

DAYTONA • ORLANDO • TAMPA

WWW.APARTMENTRENOVATORSLLC@GMAIL.COM

Complete        Local       Home         Repairs
RATES FROM:

$45.00 First  Hour
$35.00 Each Additional Hour

• Home Repairs / Maintenance
• Custom Interior / Exterior Painting
• Power Washing / Drywall Repairs

• Fixture Replacement 
Call Today for a Quick Response to Your Holiday projects

Local Apopka Contractor

Professional / Licensed / Insured
ApartmentRenovatorsLLC@gmail.com

4 07 •  731  •  15 47

The election is less than 
two weeks away, and, as usual, 
the chattering and attempts 
to persuade have come at us 
from all directions and from all 
types of people, so many of 
them nothing more than shills 
for the candidate they support. 
I could say the candidate that 
they like, but not everyone likes 
their party’s candidate. Nothing 
unusual there. Especially since 
people started choosing their 
favored candidate for reasons 
other than qualifications, like 
how cool one is, or what color 
the other is, or what sex anoth-
er is. Isn’t it time for us to elect 
someone who actually cares 
about America and Americans? 
One who wants a strong, se-
cure, and economically thriv-
ing country, where its citizens 
are free to choose the life they 
want and are willing to work for 
it … whose leaders believe The 
Constitution and its principles 
have gotten us to where we are/
were, and, if allowed and fol-
lowed, will carry us into a future 
worth having. The outcome of 
this election, one of our most 
important ever, may determine 
whether we even have a future 
– at least, one we’ll tolerate, 
much less be happy with, is 
questionable.

The tricky thing about 
elections is that issues are pre-
sented to us in such a way that 
carefully chosen words say one 
thing, but can, and often do, 
mean something completely 
different, carrying the possibil-
ity of an outcome we don’t ex-
pect and may not be happy with 
after all.

For instance, Amend-
ment 1 could sound like a 
political party is what’s most 
important, but that’s not what 
it means to me. Based on what 
school boards have turned 
into, this is about being able to 
have more information, to help 

understand, at least a little bit, 
what a person believes... telling 
us how we might expect some-
one to educate – influence – our 
children; whether their values 
line up with ours. 

Pay attention to this in 
Amendment 2: “So far, there 
haven’t been any bans or re-
strictions on hunting and fish-
ing in Florida, although other 
states have such measures. 
(The James Madison Institute). 
Unfortunately, once a freedom-
limiting bill passes in even 
one other state, it becomes 
the small beginning of a large 
snowball which usually ends up 
running right over us. As it is, 
other – even bigger – freedoms 
are already in jeopardy … in a 
recent speech John Kerry said 
that Free Speech “is a problem. 
It’s messy.” And, Hillary Clinton 
said, “We cannot let the 1st 
Amendment over-ride anything 
else.”  May seem like a silly com-
parison, and you may not hunt 
or fish, but ...  

Amendment 3 would 
make it legal for adults 21 and 
older to have up to 3 ounces of 
marijuana and up to 5 grams of 
cannabis concentrate. It would 
also enable them to possess, 
purchase and use marijuana 
products and accessories with-
out needing a medical marijua-
na card, as is the case now. If 
Marijuana is a “Gateway Drug”, 
perhaps this is potentially a 
“Gateway Amendment”. That 
aside, do we really need any 
more impaired drivers on the 
road?

Amendment 4: NO. 
 Amendment 5: Yes. 
Amendment 6: Repeal 

of public campaign financing. 
Public Financing?? You mean, 
our tax money? Count me out! 

These are MY opinions. 
I’m not asking you to agree or 
disagree with them... but I am 
asking you consider that elec-
tions aren’t just something you 
think about in between TV pro-
grams. They’re your life and 
future; Your loved ones lives 
and futures. Take it seriously, 
because as one past president 
said, elections have conse-
quences! 

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

October 18, 2024
Elections Have 
Consequences

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

Tell them you saw it in 
The Apopka Chief 
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course, but any place where 
there’s a village, it’s really 
focused on insurance-relat-
ed issues. There won’t be 
staff from other agencies 
present, such as FEMA, for 
those different issues, but 
specifically for the insur-
ances themselves to be able 
to try and get the quickest 
help to the people.”

Bankson said he was 
contacted by a local insur-
ance agent interested in or-
ganizing insurance villages 
in the area. In turn, Bank-
son contacted the Chief Fi-
nancial Office of Florida 
and spoke with CFO Jim-
my Patronis about hosting 
an insurance village in the 
area. 

However, because the 

Apopka area wasn’t as hard 
hit by Milton or even He-
lene or Debby, no insur-
ance village has been set up 
in the region. 

“He (Patronis) said that 
it would be related, based 
upon the level of damage 
(caused in the area). So the 
good news is we weren’t 
as hard-hit as other areas. 
The unfortunate part is we 
don’t have an insurance vil-
lage close to us, but there 
are four insurance villages 
in the state,” Bankson said. 

Those four insurance 
villages are located at Bra-
denton City Hall, Bra-
denton; the Long Center, 
Clearwater; Lakeland RP 
Funding Center, Lakeland; 
and the Florida Strawber-
ry Festival, Plant City. All 
of the insurance villages 

are open and operational, 
9 a.m.- 5 p.m. seven days a 
week until there’s no more 
need. 

Insurance villages are 
“an opportunity for people 
to be able to talk directly 
to their insurance agencies, 
and because there’s a con-
cern about them that we’re 
trying to scam people, the 
CFO wanted to make sure 
that people got direct in-
formation and also to help 
them get the quickest help,” 
Bankson said. 

Bankson discussed 
briefly Activate Hope, 
which serves as the emer-
gency response arm for the 
Hope Florida initiative, Ac-
tivate Hope pulls togeth-
er the private sector, non-
profits, and government 
resources to help Florid-

ians get back on their feet 
following a natural disas-
ter. Gov. Ron DeSantis and 
First Lady Casey DeSantis 
announced Activate Hope’s 
launch last August. 

“I’m really excit-
ed about all the different 
things. There are eight key 
areas that the state itself is 
doing and they have a lot 
of information for FEMA, 
but Activate Hope is just 
a wonderful program. We 
have the state programs, 
but Activate Hope is trying 
to pull together all of the 
nonprofits, current resourc-
es, private sectors, every-
thing together for just real 
practical help, as well. I’m 
really excited about that. 
That’s really coming to-
gether,” Bankson said.

To request help, fill out 

the form at HopeFlorida.
com/get-help/hurricanere-
covery.html  

Protect yourself from 
fraud

The following are tips 
from the state of Florida 
on how to protect yourself 
from fraud. 

*Don’t give cash to 
door-to-door repair offers.

*Call your insurance 
agent, insurance carrier or 
CFO Office at 1-877-MY-
FL-CFO (693-5236). 

*Avoid contracts with-
out total costs and steer 
clear of high pressure sales 
tactics and vague contract 
terms. 

*Get multiple esti-
mates, read carefully, and 
check your policy coverage 
before signing anything.

*Report post-storm 
fraud to the Insurance 
Fraud Hotline at 1-800-
378-0445 or FraudFree-
Florida.com. 

*Up to $25,000 re-
wards may be paid to citi-
zens for information lead-
ing to fraud arrests and con-
victions.  

*Visit PrepareFL.com 
for storm recovery tips and 
resources Florida Attorney 
General’s Office (AG).  

*The Florida AG Of-
fice is taking complaints 
regarding price gouging, 
fraudulent charities, and 
home repair scams.

*Consumers can call 
1-866-966-7226 or vis-
it MyFloridaLegal.com/ to 
file a complaint. 

Continued from page 1A

Fraud: Insurance villages let policy holders meet their carriers 

1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) and is available 24 hours a 
day to assist people with financial, 
sheltering, reunification, and tran-
sitional support.  
Samaritan’s Purse  

	 The Samaritan’s Purse pro-
vides free assistance for home-
owners, including personal prop-
erty removal, flood cleanup, sani-
tizing, chainsaw work and debris 
clean-up, as well as temporary roof 
tarping. The hotline is 1-833-747-
1234. 

Florida Baptists Disaster Relief
	 Florida Baptists Disaster Re-
lief provides free assistance for 
homeowners, including storm de-
bris cleanup, temporary roof tarp-
ing, chainsaw work, and muckouts. 
The public assistance line is 904-
253-0502.

Crisis Cleanup Hotline 
	 Crisis Cleanup Hotline helps 
survivors request cleanup assis-
tance including debris removal, 
tree removal, muck and gut, and 
mold remediation. 1-844-965-1386

Orange County resi-
dents may now apply for 
federal disaster assistance 
for losses resulting from 
Hurricane Milton.

To be eligible for fed-
eral aid under FEMA’s In-
dividual Assistance Pro-
gram, storm damage and 
losses from the hurricane 
and flooding must have oc-
curred as a result of Hurri-
cane Milton.

If you have insurance, 

you must file a claim with 
your insurance company 
first. If you do not have in-
surance or insurance does 
not cover your claim, you 
may apply for FEMA assis-
tance.

Residents who suf-
fered Milton-related dam-
ages are encouraged to reg-
ister with FEMA online at 
DisasterAssistance.gov, on 
the FEMA mobile app, or 
by calling 800-621-3362 

(FEMA).
Orange County indi-

viduals and households 
should have the following 
information ready when ap-
plying:

*Contact information 
(Telephone number, Mail-
ing address, Social Security 
number)

*Household income
*Address of damaged 

home or apartment
*Description of dam-

age/lost items
*Photos of your dam-

aged home and belongings
*Information about in-

surance coverage
*Bank account and 

routing numbers for direct 
deposit of funds

The toll-free number 
800-621-3362 (FEMA) 
is open from 7 a.m. to 11 
p.m., seven days a week.

Help: Insurance villages let policy holders meet their carriers 
Continued from page 1A

Orange County residents may now 
apply for FEMA disaster assistance
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
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 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
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• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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rectly benefit the Apop-
ka Rotary Club and Apop-
ka Rotary Foundation, a 
501(c)(3) organization 
supporting over 40 local 
and international charities. 
Youth-oriented clubs are in-
cluded. 
	 “The Apopka Fairs are 
the Rotary Club’s signature 
event and primary fund-
raiser,” DeClue said. “Or-
ganization of such an event 
is a part of what we con-
sider serving Apopka and 
the area. In general, this is 
a family-oriented area and 
there is an opportunity to 
give back to those respon-
sible through the fair. Sup-
porting community and 
giving back as well as pro-
viding for that family-ori-
ented theme to continue to 
grow is a labor of love for 
us,” 
	 The success of the 
springtime annual Apop-
ka Fair was the impetus for 
adding a second one in the 
fall.
	 Originally organized as 
a part of the 150th anniver-
sary celebration, both fairs 
continue to bring appeal 
to and spotlight the city of 
Apopka each year. How-
ever, during years of op-
eration, the fairs have ma-
tured within the context of 
the area’s uniqueness while 
also presenting the theme 
of family first.
	 Specifically, the area’s 
ever-growing population 
has brought diversity to the 
maturity’s dichotomy.
	 “What has always 
made the fair successful 
though has been the fo-
cus on the family,” DeClue 
said. “The conduciveness to 
raising children and grow-
ing family themes makes 

this area unique. Apopka’s 
way of life is centered on 
the family and the values 
are family-based. If the 
fair represents Apopka and 
the area, then the family 
themes should be the driv-
ing force. We try to put on 
a better fair within the con-
text of Apopka’s unique-
ness driven by those family 
themes every year.”
	 Fostering those family 
themes representing Apop-
ka’s uniqueness will once 
again be through a healthy 
dose of the tried and true. 
	 Consisting of about 50 
combined rides and games, 
Paradise Amusements will 
run the midway. 
	 Another stalwart mak-
ing the fair special is the as-
sortment of food vendors. 
However, the focus remains 
on a variety of choices. 
Other miscellaneous ven-
dors will be present as well.
	 The Beer and Wine 
Garden offers a selection of 
beers, cider and wine.

Musical artists Chris-
tina Adinolfi will perform 
on Friday night and Casey 
Brents on Saturday. Stage 
time is 7 p.m. at The Beer 
and Wine Garden.  
	 Assisting local chari-
ties and showcasing the 
city of Apopka is important 
to the Rotary Club, DeClue 
said. 
	 One example is that 
multiple organizations vol-
unteer as parking lot atten-
dants and receive a portion 
of the fees.  

Schedule and prices
	 Hours for the fair are 
5-10 p.m. on Thursday. On 
Friday, the fair opens at 5 
p.m. and closes at 11 p.m. 
Saturday hours are 2-11 
p.m. Noon until 8 pm are 
the hours of operation on 

Sunday.  
 	 Admission into the fair 
is free. However, parking is 
$5 for an entire day. Parking 
has been moved to High-
land Avenue due to flood-
ing from Hurricane Milton. 
Several other changes as 
far as the regular locations 
have also been made too.
	 Animals are not al-
lowed on the property un-
less service.
	 Armbands for the car-
nival rides are available on 
Thursday and Sunday. By 
purchasing an armband for 
$25, attendees can ride the 
rides an unlimited amount. 
A $2-off coupon, for arm-
bands purchased 5-9 p.m. 

on Thursday and noon-
2 p.m. on Sunday, can be 
found in the Apopka Fair 
flyer. 

However, armbands 
are valid until 9 p.m. on 
Thursday and 4 p.m. on 
Sunday. Family ticket pack-
ages of 24 are also avail-
able for $20 throughout the 
event. Individual tickets 
cost $1 and vary per ride. 
Prices for and numbers of 
tickets for each ride are set 
by Paradise Amusement as 
well as subject to change at 
any time before the fair.

For more information 
and to get the Apopka Fair 
flyer and coupons, visit 
FallFamilyFestival.com.

Continued from page 1A

Festival: Parking location has been 
moved due to flooding from Milton

The city will host Hal-
loween in the Park 2024 on 
Saturday, October 26, from 
10 a.m. to noon at Kit Land 
Nelson Park, 10 N. Forest 
Ave., Apopka. 

This is a free family-
friendly trick-or-treating 
event with activities, ven-
dors, and more. Children 
will get to trick or treat 
around the park, stopping 
at various vendor booths. 

Attendees should bring 
their own bags for trick-or-
treating. 

Visit Apopka.gov/Hal-
loween to learn more about 
Halloween in the Park. 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a vendor may 
fill out the city’s vendor in-
quiry form at Apopka.gov/
Halloween. 

Halloween 
in the Park 
is Oct. 26

Vicki Vargo
for Orange County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District 2

• Helped save Ben White Raceway, 
now known as Trotters Park, from 
development

• Serving on Board of Directors for 
Central Florida Fair for 24 years and 
counting

• Homestead in Wekiva River Water-
shed Basin for 35 years

• University of Florida Levin College 
of Law

• Raised on Lake Michigan and has 
profound respect for our natural 
resources

• Raised and worked on family-owned 
blueberry farm in Michigan, still in 
operation today

• University of South Florida Business 
Administration with an emphasis in 
Finance

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

 Political Advertisement paid for and approved by Vicki Vargo for Orange County Soil & Water Conservation District 2

Committed to Conservation, Community, 
Agriculture and Waterways

  vickivargoforsoilandwater.comVickiVargoforSoilandWater
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Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

108 S. PARK AVE, SUITE  100
APOPKA, FL 32703

108 S. PARK AVE, SUITE  100
APOPKA, FL 32703

(407) 893-2733
www.essentialeyecareoptical.com
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Fri., Oct. 18, 2024 thru 
Sun., Oct. 20, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SMILE 2(R) 12:20; 3:40; 
7:00; 10:00 
MY HERO ACADEMIA: 
YOU'RE NEXT(SUB)
(PG-13) 12:40; 7:30
JOKER: FOLIE à DEUX 
(R) 1:10; 3:20; 6:30; 9:40 
THE WILD ROBOT (PG) 
1:20; 4:10; 6:50; 9:20 
BEETLEJUICE 
BEETLEJUICE (PG-13) 
1:00; 4:00; 7:10; 9:50
TRANSFORMERS ONE 
(PG) 12:50; 3:50; 6:40; 
9:30
TERRIFIER 3(NR) 1:30; 
4:30; 7:20; 10:10
MY HERO ACADEMIA: 
YOU'RE NEXT(DUB) 
(PG-13) 4:20; 10:20

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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The Apopka Athlet-
ic Complex is comprised 
of nearly 14 acres that in-
cludes nearby Buchan 
Pond. The property begins 
at the Apopka Ninth Grade 
Center and curves along 
Wells Street until West 
Grossenbacher Drive. 

The Apopka Athletic 
Complex is currently val-
ued at $588,531, according 
to Orange County records. 

A concrete building 
sits on the complex. How-
ever, the Rotary Club isn’t 
interested in that section 
of the property, but rath-
er the undeveloped tract 
touching Buchan Pond 
used as overflow park-
ing for some Apopka High 
School events. One of the 
club’s goals is to increase 
this land’s parking, Spie-
gel said. 

“By making improve-
ments there, we feel like 

we can create a safe envi-
ronment for some of those 
events in the overflow 
parking,” he said. 

Founded in 1927, the 
Rotary Club of Apopka 
boasts over 52 members 
who are business, commu-
nity, and civic leaders.

The idea for a new 
community center derived 
from a Rotary-conducted 
study, which identified a 
need for event and meet-
ing spaces for civic organi-

zations in the city, Spiegel 
said. 

Aside from the Apop-
ka Athletic Complex, Ro-
tary has other options to 
use as a community cen-
ter, such as two buildings 
donated to Rotary by the 
Risser family, according to 
Spiegel.

At one time, prior to 
2020, Rotary partnered 
with the city to explore the 
idea of a joint partnership 
in repurposing the Connel-

ly House, next to Dream 
Lake. 

Over the last few 
months, Rotary has been 
working with city staff to 
put together a ground lease, 
which has since undergone 
multiple reiterations. Rota-
ry also employed an archi-
tect to give an initial ren-
dition of the community 
center area with increased 
parking. 

The declaration of por-
tions of 797 N. Wells St. as 

surplus was related to Or-
dinance No. 3030. Adopt-
ed by the City Council on 
January 3, Ordinance No. 
3030 states that any proper-
ty owned by the city locat-
ed outside the downtown 
Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Agency may be 
declared surplus at the re-
quest of an interested party, 
city planner Bobby Howell 
explained on October 2.

Continued from page 1A

Rotary: Ordinance for declaring property surplus passed last Jan.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

Many homeown-
ers enjoy having trees in 
their yard. Trees provide 
shade, add visual ap-
peal, and can increase 
property value. Unfortu-
nately, during any storm, 
these things can cause 
major issues. When 
branches break and 
trees fall due to storms 
and high winds, they 
create hazardous condi-
tions. 

Storms can leave a 
path of destruction on 
your property. Rapid re-
sponse time and ex-
pert advice from Malt-
by’s Tree Service and 
Landscaping will make 
a difference in restoring 
damage to your trees 
and landscaping. Their 
professional and highly 
trained staff is ready to 
respond to your needs, 
whether it’s large tree re-
moval, hazardous tree 
evaluating and removal, 
or emergency tree prun-
ing.

“Peop le  shou ld 
know that, after severe 
weather has passed, it is 
important to check your 
trees for broken branch-
es, limbs with brown 
leaves, leaning trees, 
and uneven soil at the 
base where roots have 
been disturbed. If you 
notice any tree damage, 
it’s important to call us. 
Our staff can help make 
your life easier and saf-
er. We have trained pro-
fessionals in the field, 
the best customer ser-
vice, and the best prices 
guaranteed,” stated own-
er and operator James 
Maltby.

The professionals 
at Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
know how important it is 
to return your property to 

Tree damage from storms can be extremely damaging and stressful.  Maltby’s 
Tree Service and Landscaping can help. Call them at 321-689-5866 to schedule 
your free residential or commercial restoration estimate, or evaluation. They’re 
licensed and insured, and credit cards accepted.

Take the worry out of storm damage clean-up with fast, 
reliable service from Maltby’s Tree Service and Landscaping

Residential & Commercial • Licensed & Insured

 Celebrating over 20 Years Servicing Apopka!

� Tree Trimming  � Tree Removal  � Irrigation
� Landscape Installation  � Grapple Truck Services

its pre-storm condition. 
Let them do the hard 
labor, as they’re com-
mitted to freeing you of 
the stresses caused by 
storm damage.

The Maltby’s Tree 
Service and Land-
scaping professionals 
are experienced in iden-
tifying hazardous condi-
tions after storm dam-
age and will make the 
proper recommenda-
tions based on years of 
experience, education, 
and training in the field 
of arboriculture. Signif-
icant experience and 
high-capacity equip-
ment assures that the 
clean-up is performed 
safely and efficiently. 
The removal of fallen 
trees and branches from 
structures is performed 
with great care. They re-
shape damaged trees 
and handle any neces-
sary tree removal due to 
storm damage. 

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscap-

ing is a full-service tree 
company that offers tree 
trimming, tree remov-
al, landscaping, and 
monthly maintenance. 
They provide free stump 
grinding with tree re-
moval services and al-
ways provide free esti-
mates. Whenever they 
perform a tree removal 
service, their employ-
ees work quickly and 
efficiently, while adher-
ing to the highest stan-
dards of safety and at 
very competitive prices. 
They’re fully licensed 
and insured, including 
Workers’ Compensation 
on all employees. 

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
is reachable 24 hours-a-
day for any after-hours 
emergency service. For 
your convenience and 
peace of mind, a man-
agement team member 
is always on-site for all 
services and property 
evaluations. They can 
assess the condition of 

your trees and proper-
ty and then suggest the 
best course of action to 
take.    

Owner James Malt-
by was born and raised 
in Apopka. He’s a family 
man, and his employees 
have been with his com-
pany for many years. 
They hire the best in the 
business, and honest 
and dependable work is 
their priority.  

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
would be happy to quote 
commercial tree trim-
ming or removal jobs. 
With over 20 years in 
business, you can rest 
assured you’re in good 
hands with a company 
that prides itself on a job 
well done.

Call them today at 
321-689-5866 to set an 
appointment and see 
why Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice and Landscaping 
is a leader in their field.  

Advertisement

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 10/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 10/31/24.
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  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 10/31/24.
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COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

Need to send 
or receive a 

FAX?
AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777 to find out about our  
Business Profile program. Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

 

BUY Something! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 

Classifi cation:  #_______
________  ________  
________  ________  
________  ________ 
________  ________  
________  ________ 
________  ________ 
________  ________  
________ (15)_______  
________  ________
________  ________  
________

Our Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. Send this coupon to 
P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,

 Apopka 32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________Email: ______________________

Place your Ad Today!
EMAIL us at classi� eds@theapopkachief.com or

CALL 407-886-2777or FAX it to 407-889-4121.

15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay.
 You can run your ad 4 weeks for the price of 3.

That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

Classified Section of
The Apopka Chief & The Planter

VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

As always, a good deal can be yours when you use the
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)

The first line of the 
Lord’s Prayer has a 
different sense for 

me now that my earthly 
father has passed away. I 
now sometimes say “Our 
Fathers, who art in 
heaven….” And I am not 
meaning to put my father 
on a pedestal or equating 
him with God, but rather 
I’m thinking and praying 
that my father and 
grandfather are now part 
of the heavenly team that 
is working for good in the 
world. 

Our heavenly family 
consists of all God’s 
children, past and present, 
and our faith and hope is 
that we will one day be 
reunited with parents, 
grandparents, and perhaps 
even with ancestors who 
we’ve never even known. It 
is a spiritual wish that 
connects us to those who 
have gone before us. It is 

consoling to think that a 
recently deceased loved 
one has been welcomed 
into heaven by his or her 
loving family. 

One of my aunts who 
passed away a few years 
ago was “visited” by her 
sister who had pre-
deceased her at her 
nursing home a few days 
before her death. My 
aunt ’s children were 
convinced that their 
mother’s sister (their aunt) 
had come to accompany 
her dear sister to heaven. 
It’s a beautiful thought, 
and it just might be true. 

We should love life 
and get the most out of 
our lives here on earth, but 
when it’s time to leave this 
earthly realm we should 
look forward to a heavenly 
reunion.

– Christopher Simon

10/18/24

Our Fathers, 
Who Art in Heaven

 “My home is in 
heaven. I’m just 
passing through 

this world.”
-Billy Graham

Our Fathers, 
Who Art in Heaven

(See message above.)
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convinced that their 
mother’s sister (their aunt) 
had come to accompany 
her dear sister to heaven. 
It’s a beautiful thought, 
and it just might be true. 
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and get the most out of 
our lives here on earth, but 
when it’s time to leave this 
earthly realm we should 
look forward to a heavenly 
reunion.

– Christopher Simon
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Our Fathers, 
Who Art in Heaven

 “My home is in 
heaven. I’m just 
passing through 

this world.”
-Billy Graham

Our Fathers, 
Who Art in Heaven

    Honor
Your

Loved
Ones

Call
407-886-2777

www.The 
ApopkaChief.com

/obituaries

to find out 
about our 
designed 

Obituaries and 
Memorials or 

visit

1. Is the book of Levit-
icus (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. Who found an Ethiopi-
an eunuch sitting in a chari-
ot reading the words of Es-
aias (Isaiah)? Ahaz, Philip, 
Jotham, Uzziah

3. In John 3, what does 
Jesus say that everyone 
practicing evil hates? The 
light, Truth, The Lord, Be-
lievers

4. From Joshua 2, where 

did Rahab hide Israelite 
spies? Under table, In cave, 
On roof, With oxen

5. What did Jesus send 
into a herd of swine? Un-
clean spirits, Justice, Breath 
of life, Mighty wind

6. Who was the father of 
Solomon? Nathan, Uriah, 
Judas, David

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) 
Philip, 3) The light, 4) On 
roof, 5) Unclean spirits, 6) 
David

Find expanded trivia on-
line with Wilson Casey at 
www.patreon.com/trivia-
guy. FREE TRIAL! 

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Rahab hides Israelite spies
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Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com
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The city of Apopka has 
announced a new partner-
ship with Propagate Social 
House to bring the Fifth 
Street Market “streetside” 
every Friday night. 

Following a unani-
mous vote by the City 
Council at its Wednesday, 
October 2, meeting, part of 
Fifth Street will be closed 
every Friday evening to 
accommodate the weekly 
farmers market from 5-10 
p.m. 

Starting October 25, 
Fifth Street will be closed 
every Friday at 2 p.m. to 
prepare for the market, re-
opening an hour after it 
concludes. Market-goers 
can expect an evening filled 
with shopping, dining, and 
entertainment. 

“We are incredibly ex-
cited to enter this new chap-
ter for Apopka’s Farmers 
Market,” Ella Duke, Propa-
gate Social House co-own-
er, said in a news release. 
“This partnership exempli-
fies the power of commu-
nity support and collabora-
tion, and we look forward 
to seeing the market flour-
ish in its new location.” 

The Fifth Street Mar-
ket showcases an array of 
local vendors offering fresh 
produce, artisan breads, 
farm-fresh eggs, gourmet 
cheeses, and much more. 
This event not only high-
lights the best of local ag-
riculture but also pro-
vides a platform for artists 
and makers to share their 
unique creations with the 

community. Food trucks 
add to the excitement and 
feature selections of dishes 
that cater to every palate. 

In addition to the food 
and local goods, attendees 
enjoy live music and en-
tertainment creating a fes-
tive atmosphere through-
out downtown Apopka. 
The market is a perfect op-
portunity for residents and 
visitors alike to explore the 
various businesses and res-
taurants located along Fifth 
and Main Streets. 

The journey to estab-
lish a thriving farmers mar-
ket in Apopka has been one 
of determination and com-
munity collaboration. Prop-
agate Social House began 
this venture nearly three 
years ago with just 12 ven-

dors. 
Initially met with skep-

ticism, the Propagate team 
launched a pilot market on 
their own property and op-
erated it successfully for 
a year. After demonstrat-
ing strong community sup-
port, the city of Apopka al-
lowed them to use the park-
ing lot by Fifth Street for 
an eight-month trial, which 
ultimately led to the recent 
street closure approval. 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a vendor may 
visit PropagateSocial-
House.com for information 
on vendor types accepted at 
the market. 

Apopka Serves Foun-
dation is the nonprofit part-
ner for 2024-2025. 

City, Propagate Social House partner 
in expanding weekly farmers market
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
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Equipment and Duct Repair4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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Call me for a quote today
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& great rates

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Bundle home & auto

What if help was
around the corner?
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584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!
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Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
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Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!
* Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. * Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. 

Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker @ 6:30pm 
Friday: Safia Valines, singer extraordinaire 7pm
Saturday: Johnny & The Moondogs 7pm
Sunday: Celtic Jam 3-6pm All are Welcome.

Come & Enjoy 

Every Tuesday: Karaoke at 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker @ 6:30pm 
Friday: Safia Valines, singer extraordinaire 7pm
Saturday: Johnny & The Moondogs 7pm
Sunday: Celtic Jam 3-6pm All are Welcome.

Come & Enjoy 

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.
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