Festival fun

The Fall Family Festival
loaded last weekend with fun,

food, and more.
See page 7A.

God Bless

America

APK men’s and women’s
teams head to bowling

championships
See page 1B.
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Rising flood waters continue to be problem to homeowners, businesses

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Temporary  solutions
such as installing barriers
to keep rising floodwater
out of homes and pumping
it into trucks may have al-
leviated the flooding, fol-
lowing Hurricane Mil-
ton. However, residents at
Wekiva Village, a subdivi-
sion of about 60 units lo-
cated on Piedmont Wekiva
Road, demand long-term
solutions for rising flood-
waters.

At the Wednesday,
October 16, Apopka City
Council meeting, Weki-

va Village residents paint-
ed a picture of the night-
mare they had experienced
in dealing with the flood-
ing and the risks it posed
to them, their families,
and their homes, includ-
ing the electricity shutoff,
fear of sewage backup into
homes, and the stagnant air
in homes that could present
the ideal environment for
bacteria and mold to grow.
Lakes and ponds lo-
cated within the S.R. 436/
Piedmont-Wekiwa  Road
area have flooded follow-
ing several hurricanes for
years.
Yet
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Congressman Daniel Webster (r) presents a special
club recognition to President Wes Dumey and the Fo-
liage Sertoma Club members on Tuesday, October 15,
at the Back Room Steakhouse in Apopka.

residents insisted that the
most recent flooding was
a manmade issue, not one
caused by Hurricane Mil-
ton.

Massive flooding in
the Piedmont Wekiva Road

The entrance sign to Wekiva Village, with Piedmont-Wekiwa Road to the right.

area begins when an over-
flow happens in the head-
water Border Lake, the
highest of the lakes and
is located alongside East
Semoran Boulevard (S.R.
436) next to Walmart

visits Foliage Sertoma Club

The Tuesday, October 15, Foliage Sertoma Luncheon
meeting held at the Back Room Steakhouse was a special
one with the visit of United States Congressman Daniel

Webster in attendance.

Congressman Webster and his community relations
representative, Pam Jones, presented club president Wes
Dumey and the entire group with an official Congressional
recognition in honor of the club’s 50th golden anniversary
celebration, which is ongoing this year.

The Congressman took the time to share a brief re-
view of his important appointed oversight positions and
his work chairing the committee administering the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard. He shared a number of inside sto-
ries on the heroic lifesaving activities conducted by that
branch of our Armed Forces as well as supportive efforts
for other branches of the military.

The Sertoma Club’s 50th Golden Anniversary is the
theme of the upcoming Apopka Christmas Parade, sched-
uled for December 14. Congressman Webster plans to ride
in the parade again this year along with other national,
state and local elected officials and dignitaries.

Neighborhood Market.
When Border Lake
overflows, the water flows
into other nearby lakes
such as Lake Ruden, which
is in front of Hobby Lob-
by at Piedmont Plaza; Lake

($35 out of county)
Price Includes E-Edition

located behind

Cortez,
Brookdale Wekiwa Springs
on North Wekiwa Springs
Road; and Lake Piedmont,
located one-half mile south

See FLOOD Page 11A

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Early voting began in
Orange County this week
on Monday, October 21,
and will continue through
Sunday, November 3, at
all 22 locations in Or-

Orange County
starts early voting

ange County including the
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building, 519 S.
Central Ave., Apopka.

All  early voting
locations are open to all
Orange County voters

See EARLY Page 5A

North Orange Branch
to reopen October 28

After three months of
closure over the summer
and early fall, the North Or-
ange Branch Library will
reopen on Monday, Oc-

Local art teacher wins city flag redesign

Local art teacher Faith
Lee was announced as the
winner of the city of Apop-
ka flag redesign contest at
the October 16 Apopka City
Council meeting.

A lifelong Apopka res-
ident, Lee teaches art and
music at Apopka Chris-
tian Academy, where she is
blessed to share her passion
for the arts with students in
grades K-8.

Lee is married to her
Apopka High School sweet-
heart and are raising their
children in the community
where they grew up.

Lee’s flag design con-
cept is as follows: green —
life, prosperity, growth; yel-
low — sun, prosperity, op-
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Pictured left is the previous design of the city of Apopka flag. Pictured right is the newly redesigned city flag
by Faith Lee. The new flag will be unveiled on Friday, October 25, at the Happy Birthday Apopka celebration.

timism; blue — tranquility,
harmony, sky, water.

“My design includes
a philodendron leaf that is
commonly grown in green-

houses,” Lee was quoted as
saying in a news release.
“The lines in my design
are more organic in move-
ment to represent the wild-

life and plant components
of our city. The two blue
wavy stripes are to rep-
resent Rock and Wekiwa
Springs. The yellow stripe

is to represent the sun and
our greenhouses’ depen-
dence on the sun; also, to
represent that we are part
of the Sunshine state. The

City swears in two new police officers

Photo courtesy of city of Apopka

Apopka Police Chief Michael McKinley swears in two new officers, Samantha
Moraes (I) and Katherine Almazan (c).

Two new police offi-
cers, Katherine Almazan
and Samantha Moraes,
took oaths on Friday, Oc-
tober 18, in the Apopka
City Hall Council Cham-
ber.

Katherine Almazan
Officer  Katherine
Almazan was born and
raised in Miami. Offi-
cer Almazan graduated
from Alonzo and Tracy
Mourning Senior High
School in 2018 and at-
tended the police acad-
emy at Seminole State
College earlier this year.
She has a bachelor’s de-

gree in criminal jus-
tice from Florida Atlan-
tic University. Her hob-
bies include Crossfit and
cooking.

Samantha Moraes
Officer Saman-
tha Moraes was born in
Washington, D.C., and
raised in Brazil. Officer
Moraes graduated from
high school in Brazil and
attended the police acad-
emy at Seminole State
College. Her hobbies in-
clude traveling, spend-
ing quality time with her
kids, and hanging with
friends and family.

tober 28, at its regularly
scheduled time of 10 a.m.,
according to Orange Coun-

See OCLS Page 8A

contest

philodendron leaf lines cre-
ate an A shape to represent
A for Apopka. The bottom
white half of the flag, repre-
sents peaceful living in our
community.”

The Lee family has
called Apopka home since
the early 1960s. Collective-
ly, they have contributed to
the local plant and foliage
economy and have served
as pastors and ministers at a
local church for the past 30
years.

In recognition of the
city of Apopka’s 142nd
birthday, last month, the
Apopka Serves Founda-
tion set out to create a fun

See FLAG Page 6A
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Apopka Event of the Week

Join the FREE Lake Apopka Eco-
Bike Ride in celebration of Mobility
Week 2024! The event will take place
on Saturday, November 2, 2024 from
7:30 AM to 9 AM at the Lake Apopka
Wildlife Drive and Loop Trail located
at 2850 Lust Rd, Apopka, FL 32703

The Apopka Chief

October 25, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

Our businesses, our livelihoods,
and our children’s futures will be
shaped by the decisions made by
those in power, and right now, we, the
people, have the power!

Opinion given on the importance
of voting in November 5, 2024 election
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You must show up and vote in
the upcoming national election

By Krystal Parker
President
uschristianchamber.com

As we approach another criti-
cal election, I want to speak to
something that’s been heavy on my
heart: the importance of showing
up and voting. Now, I know some
of us feel disillusioned by the po-
litical process or frustrated by the
choices we have before us, but I'm
here to remind you of a few impor-
tant truths.

According to a recent study
conducted by the Cultural Research
Center at Arizona Christian Univer-
sity, 104 million people of faith—
including 32 million Christians who
regularly attend church services —
are projected to sit out this Novem-
ber’s election. Those numbers are
staggering, and the consequences
are profound. The Bible calls us to
be stewards of all we’ve been en-
trusted with, and that includes our
role as citizens. Scripture is clear
that government is established by
God, and our responsibility is to in-
fluence it for good. As Christians,
it is not just our civic duty, but our
biblical imperative to participate in
the political process. And yet, mil-
lions of Christians, including busi-
ness leaders like us, say they will
not be voting in November. That
should alarm every one of us.

The candidates for all offices
are imperfect human beings, just as
we are. The impact they will have
on our lives is profound. They are
telling us what their plans are for
the world we’re going to live in,
and the differences are stark.

Let me be blunt: If you won’t
vote for the preservation of mor-
al and ethical values in our nation,
then vote for the future of your
business. This election will directly
impact the business community —
tax policies, regulations, economic
strategies, and even religious free-
doms are all on the line.

Our businesses, our livelihoods,
and our children’s futures will be
shaped by the decisions made by
those in power, and right now, we,
the people, have the power!

Schedule the time now to vote
on November 5 or take advantage
of early voting. Don’t leave your
future to chance — your voice mat-
ters, and we need you on the team.

I don’t care what reason gets
you to the polls. Whether it’s the
preservation of life, protecting our
religious freedoms, securing a fu-
ture for our businesses, or the desire
for a more just and prosperous na-
tion—just VOTE.

Your silence has consequences
for all of us.

Opinions are offered on the 6
state constitutional amendments

There are six pro-
posed state constitu-
tional amendments on
the ballot and the fol-
lowing thoughts are
opinions to consider
when voting on these
proposals.

# 1: Partisan elec-
tion of school board
members: No. This
means you are voting
for the quality of the
person, not the party. A
yes vote would require
that the candidate run
on his/her party affili-
ation with only party
members voting for

the person running in
school board prima-
ries.

#2: Right to fish
and hunt: No. This ac-
knowledges that the
right already exists
and is protected un-
der 2022 current laws.
A yes vote means that
this amendment would
forever protect fishing
and hunting as humane
and effective ways to
manage Florida’s wild-
life.

#3: Legalizing rec-
reational Marijua-
na: No. As written, it

opens the door to rec-
reational Marijuana
legalization, including
production, distribu-
tion and possession.
No clear guidelines for
law enforcement are
provided. No restric-
tions are given for time
and place and smoked
Marijuana does have
an odor.

#4 Legalize abor-
tion until birth: No. As
written, this amend-
ment does not define
its use of key words,

See ELECTION Page 4A
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Three programs have been re-started

As we regroup after
Hurricane Milton, just a
brief reminder that in unin-
corporated Orange County,
it is against county code to
burn vegetative debris and
therefore prohibited. This
question comes up a lot af-
ter storms. I know we are
all tired of viewing the de-
bris in the front of our prop-
erty (if yours hasn’t been
retrieved by FEMA con-
tractors yet). The bottom
line is that burning vegeta-
tive debris which includes
shrubs, palm fronds, tree
trimmings, limbs, grass,
leaves, and twigs will cause
objectionable odors and
smoke emissions in ex-
cess of 20 percent opacity.
Burning of storm debris vi-

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

olates section 15-96 of Or-
ange County’s Code.

Please read more here:
Open Burning Rules

If your home suffered
Milton-related damage,
please register with FEMA
online at www.Disaster-
Assistance.gov or by call-
ing 1.800.621.3362. You
can also apply in person at
Apopka City Hall, but only

until 5 p.m. on Fri., Oct.
25th, the day you are like-
ly reading this! If the time
frame is extended I will let
you know on my Facebook
page at Christine Moore
Orange County District 2
Commissioner.

On another note,
we’ve re-started three ben-
eficial programs under the
Citizen Resource and Out-
reach Division in Orange
County. This is important
because each of the follow-
ing helps District 2 resi-
dents in different ways.

Crisis Assistance Pro-
gram (CAP) - This program
provides one month of fi-
nancial assistance for past

See MOORE Page 4A

Clarification given on words in article

Editor’s Note:

The article referred to
was published in the Sep-
tember 29th issue of The
Apopka Chief and the com-
ments in question were
clarified in the October
4th issue by the writer. The
original article was writ-
ten generically about the
United States as a whole,
not specifically about local
schools in the state.

A few weeks ago, |
read statements published
in this newspaper that con-
cerned me. They concerned
me because they were com-
pletely false and written
as truth about our public
schools.

The statements sur-
rounded the Bible in
schools and religious free-
dom. It was stated that
schools allow “the book of

Orange County School
Board, District 7

il

Melissa Byrd

Witchcraft in its library”
but that the Bible is not al-
lowed.

This is false and I feel
the need to correct this mis-
information and ensure that
our community is always
informed of the truth.

All school libraries
are required to allow their
catalogs to be searched on-
line by the public. A sim-
ple library catalog search
on Apopka High School’s
website shows two differ-

ent versions of the Holy Bi-
ble and no books on prac-
ticing witchcraft unless
you consider Harry Potter
or The Crucible books on
witchcraft.

No, the Bible is not
outlawed in our public
schools.

In fact, Florida law
specifically mentions the
Bible and the fact that pub-
lic schools can teach an un-
biased view of the Bible.
Florida Statute 1003 .45 ti-
tled Permitting study of the
Bible and religion; requir-
ing a moment of silence,
clearly states “The district
school board may install
in the public schools in the
district a secular program
of education including, but
not limited to, an objective

See BYRD Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.
Luke 10:9

Stop the “what ifs” and
be who you are.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Stimulation of tree roots was the answer to the growing of fruit

“Why did GOD do
this to me?” I’ve heard that
question asked over and
over again by someone
who has just experienced a
traumatic, sometimes life-
changing circumstance that
cannot be foreseen. One
thing we can be sure of, if it
was GOD allowing that tri-
al in your life, then there is
a lesson to be learned.

I'read a story about a
70+ year old grandmoth-
er that was noted and rec-
ognized for her “Green
Thumb” and her ability to
care for and foster her floral

gardens around her home.
Unfortunately, there came a
time when her children de-
cided she should move to
a new home closer to them
for her sake, and for the
sake of her grandchildren.
Although despon-

dent over leaving her gar-
den, she was encouraged
because her new home in-
cluded a large garden with
a fruit tree in the center.
The problem was, although
the tree was old enough
and big enough, it would
not yield fruit. Despite all
her nurturing, and all of the
studying (She loved read-
ing) on fruit trees, there
was no hint of any kind she
could use to persuade the
tree to bear fruit. She spoke
to the tree, sang to the tree,
reasoned with this tree —
all to no avail.

At her wit’s end, she
called the State Agricultur-
al Department and asked to
speak to the manager. Af-
ter explaining the reason
for her call, the man started
giving her advice, of which
she made notes and deter-
mined she would follow his
advice completely.

After listening and no-
tating his advice, she told
him that she had already
done most of the things he
had advised. He then sug-
gested hitting the base of
the tree with a broomstick
to stimulate its roots. At

first, she thought he was
kidding, but he assured her
he was not. Thinking about
what her neighbors might
assume, seeing a wom-

an beating a tree with a
broomstick, she waited un-
til no one was around then
worked that fruit tree over
with her stick.

She understood the
tree roots would be stimu-
lated, but she doubted that
the unorthodox manner
would result in fruit. The
next spring the tree pro-
duced fruit abundantly, and
she and her grandchildren

enjoyed the tree’s fruit for
years, and had a great time
talking about how silly it
must have looked, to any-
one watching to see this
beautiful elderly woman
beating a defenseless fruit
tree. That tree produced a
more plentiful and healthy
bounty every year.

The story of that fruit
tree has been a source of
enjoyment, encourage-
ment, and peace when it
comes to difficult times
that arise in my life. Many

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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#1 TRUSTED
ER IN APOPKA

Sometimes, life can take an unexpected turn. When it does,

know that AdventHealth Apopka’s ER is nearby. Our elite team of
specialty-trained physicians and critical care nurses are available
24/7 to care for any of life’s thrills and spills. And, we offer the most
ER locations, so Central Florida’s #1 ER is always within reach.

Find your AdventHealth Apopka ER at:
AdventHealthApopkaER.com

.
AdventHealth
ER
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Election: Make a yes or no decision

and abortion is the kill-
ing of a living baby.

#5 Homestead ad-
justments: No. It helps
a small group, but may
increase ad-valorem
taxes (adjustments
may not be reduc-
tions); However, a yes
vote would supposedly
keep up with inflation
since it would be tied
to the Consumer Price

Index. When inflation
increases property val-
ues, the homestead ex-
emption would also in-
crease.

#6 Repeal of pub-
lic campaign funds:
A no vote would keep
restrictions in place so
candidates should re-
veal where addition-
al funds came from,
but no telling where

they would come from
if there are no guide-
lines.

The original intent
was to reduce candi-
dates’ dependence on
dark money and that of
special interests; how-
ever, it has become a
program that simply
funnels taxpayers’ dol-
lars to political cam-
paigns.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Jason Lee has
made application relating to the following described property.
ORDINANCE NO. 3078
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
FUTURE LAND USE FROM IN-PROGRESS TO RESIDENTIAL LOW SURBURBAN,
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 2300 W PONKAN ROAD; OWNED
BY LEE JASON MONROE AND LEE CARA DAWN, COMPRISING 3.56 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3079
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITIONAL) TO RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE
FAMILY-LARGE LOT), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 2300
W PONKAN ROAD; OWNED BY LEE JASON MONROE AND LEE CARA
DAWN, COMPRISING 3.56 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3079
and 3080 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
November 6, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Parcel Identification Number(s): 19-20-28-0000-00-007

Contains: 3.56 +/- Acres

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1f you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

177508
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Publish: The Apopka Chief

Everybody has an opinion, Why not share yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online: www.theapopkachief.com

2024 numbers lower than 2016

By Steve Wilson
The Center Square —

Vote by mail numbers
are down in Florida com-
pared to the 2016 election
when former President Don-
ald Trump won his first term
in office.

Florida county elections
officials have mailed 2.03
million ballots to those who
requested them, down from
2016, when there were 3.35
million ballots sent to voters,
a 65 percent drop.

The Florida secretary of
state’s office will be updating
both vote by mail and early
voting numbers on its web-
site daily. Early voting in
Florida started on Tuesday.

So far this election sea-
son, 477,778 Republican
ballots have been mailed to
county election offices (36.6
percent of the total), 555,450

Democratic (42.5 percent),
26,375 other (2 percent) and
247,038 nonaffiliated (18.9
percent) for a total of near-
ly 1.31 million votes or 64.5
percent of ballots mailed.

In early voting, there
have been 202,036 ballots
cast by registered Republi-
cans, 108,832 by registered
Democrats, 7,794 by other
party registration and 58,373
nonaffiliated.

In 2020. during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, 4.48 mil-
lion voted by mail. There
were 1.14 million ballots that
were not submitted or 20.3
percent of the 5.62 million
mailed to voters.

There were 4.33 million
that cast ballots early, with
329 percent by registered
Republicans and 32.3 per-
cent by Democrats.

Republicans

had 1.5

million mail-in ballots (31
percent), along with nearly
2.19 million by Democrats
(45 percent), 1.09 million
unaffiliated (22.5 percent)
and 66,345 by others (1.37
percent).

There were 615,885 bal-
lots that were not submitted
in 2016, or 18.4 percent of all
ballots mailed that year.

According to state data,
in 2016, there were 3.35 mil-
lion who voted by mail, with
1.1 million Republicans
(40.6 percent), 1.05 mil-
lion Democrats (384 per-
cent), 69,318 listed as oth-
er (2.5 percent) and 504,895
with no party affiliation (18.5
percent). Those voting ear-
ly numbered 3.87 million,
split 1.43 million Republi-
cans, 1.58 million Demo-
crats, 779,627 unaffiliated,
and 89,990 others.

Moore: Assistance can be provided

Continued from page 2A

due rent, mortgage and/or
utilities, to residents who
are experiencing a tempo-
rary unexpected event that
affects their ability to pay
their bills.

You must have lived in
Orange County for ninety
days. All appointments for
assistance will be sched-
uled through the appoint-
ment line at 407.836.6500,
Monday-Friday from 8:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Appoint-
ments will be scheduled for
the very next day and you
will be seen in person. No
walk-in appointments will

be accepted.

Family Resource Pro-
gram (FRP) - This program
provides case management
services and financial assis-
tance to residents who have
significant medical issues
that affect their ability to
pay their bills.

This program assists
permanently disabled per-
sons who plan to return to
work or seek Social Secu-
rity or other long-term ben-
efits. Residents can call
407.836.8466 for more in-
formation.

Eviction Preven-
tion in the Community
(EPIC) - This program as-

Byrd: Bible and prayer

Continued from page 2A

study of the Bible and of
religion.”

It was also mentioned
that “we can’t even pray
in our schools.” This is
also false. Florida Stat-
ute 1002.206 titled “Reli-
gious expression in pub-
lic schools,” guarantees
a student’s religious free-
dom in school stating that
a “school district may not
discriminate against a stu-
dent, parent, or school per-
sonnel on the basis of a re-
ligious viewpoint or reli-
gious expression.”

Furthermore, the stat-
ute states that “a student
may pray or engage in reli-
gious activities or religious
expression before, during,
and after the school day in
the same manner and to the
same extent that a student
may engage in secular ac-
tivities or expression.”

For example, Weki-

va High School just had a
“meet at the pole” before
school prayer meeting at
the flag pole on the school
campus before school.

Most of our high
schools have a chapter of
Fellowship of Christian
Athletes as well, where all
students are welcome.

Opinion columns and
freedom of speech are im-
portant, but blatant disre-
gard for the truth or pub-
lishing outright lies about
our public schools is dam-
aging to the hard work and
reputation of our educators
and the public education
system that our country
was founded on.*

The Founding Fathers
believed that public edu-
cation was essential to the
success of American de-
mocracy. Thomas Jeffer-
son, who proposed a sys-
tem of free, public educa-
tion that was radical for his
time, believed that the most

sists households with mi-
nor children who have re-
ceived an eviction notice
from the court system and
are in imminent risk of
homelessness. Residents
can call 407.836.6514 to be
screened.

Leave a message with
your full name, phone
number, and your court
case number (for example:
2024-CC-001234-0). Pro-
gram staff will contact you
for an eligibility screening
within two business days.

As always, if you have
any questions, don’t hesi-
tate to contact me at Dis-
trict2@ocfl.net.

are allowed

effective way to protect the
nation from tyranny was to
create a general education
system that was available
to all Americans.

Our schools and teach-
ers need our support and a
community that rallies be-
hind them to help our chil-
dren - our future - be suc-
cessful. It is my hope that
this kind of misinformation
would not continue without
fact checking first.

If the public has ques-
tions or concerns about our
public schools, they are al-
ways welcome and encour-
aged to direct their ques-
tions to school adminis-
tration or to their elected
school board member for
clarification.

My email is melissa.
byrd@ocps.net. Let’s work
together to support our lo-
cal public schools.

Previous article did
not mention local city,
county or state.

Hayden: We learn from adversity

Continued from page 2A

times, I try all the things
within my capabilities to
smooth things over. I want
to get rid of the discomfort
and pain caused by those
difficulties. I want “smooth
sailing” and then I remem-
ber the fruit tree.

I am reminded that the
tree’s greatest strength and
value came after the adver-

sity caused by the broom-
stick wielded by someone
willing to go to any ex-
treme to wake up the roots
and put them back on the
track they were meant for.

Adversities in our lives
are meant to stimulate us to
produce healthy, meaning-
ful choices that lead each
one of us to become a more
fruitful ‘tree.’

Someone in your soci-

etal group needs your he
and you may be the only
one that has the answers.

Because your roots,
have been stimulated by
the broomstick wielded by
GOD, who knew precise-
ly where the broomstick
should have been applied,
and for what purpose, you
can be of assistance!

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the -
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The @popka Chief newspa- BFdirts™=
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at %
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or- i
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad- ¥l

32704-0880.

The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com- o
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

City Hall 407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .....ccouueweeeeeessseneen 407-703-1701
City Administrator. 407-703-1649
City Clerk ... 407-703-1704

407-703-1712
407-703-1738
407-703-1725

Community Devel.
Code Enforcement
Finance Dept...........

Fire (NON-€MErg.)....cceeerereeecessssssses 407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......cwweessssns 407-703-1741
Police Chief 407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) .......ccccceeesssee 407-703-1771
Job Line 407-703-1743
Solid Waste CollecCt......ummmmrree 407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731
Utility Billing..oeeeeeeesseeeeeeeeessseennene 407-703-1727
Medical, fire emMergency.......eeeesssnens 91

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Orange County
Telephone Numbers
Animal Services.....een. 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ..eeeeeeeeeseees 850-617-2000
Building Dept....ccoueeveeeeenns 407-836-8550
County Mayor..... 407-836-7370
County Commission ... 407-836-7350
County Attorney ... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor.......... 407-836-2070
Fire/RESCUE ....ovvvvvvvvennnrrrrrssess 407-836-3111
Solid Waste 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............ 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ....wweeererresssssns 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser.............. 407-836-5044

Sheriff Administrative........ 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.......407-836-4357
ULIlITIES covvrrsrvvveerrrsnnsnnnsssssssssss 407-836-5515
All other departments........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.

www.orangecountyfl.net

Other Area
Numbers of Note

U.S. Senators

Rick Scott (Rep.) wuccuvwvvvrreesssssssssss 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....eeeesssssses 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative

Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives

Doug Bankson ... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ........cccce. unknown
State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine MOOT€ ....cccooveerrereccerses 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment....... 407-317-3233

Bus routes.....cccou. 407-317-3800
Superintendent.... 407-317-3200
School Board......sssessssnnees 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous

The Apopka Chief.............evvvvrereee 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans.......407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce....... 407-886-1441
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Early: Eatonville chosen as new polling
place for town’s historical significance

Continued from page 1A

from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

A new record was set
on the first day of early vot-
ing in Orange County; over
18,150 Orange County vot-
ers cast their ballot. This
surpassed the county’s pre-
vious record that was set in
the 2020 November gen-
eral election, when 16,781
Orange County voters cast
their ballot on the first day
of early voting, according
to a Supervisor of Elections
news release.

On Friday, October
18, the staff of the Orange
County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Office gave a preview
of the polling location set-
up in Eatonville, at the His-
toric Town of Eatonville
Town Hall, one of county’s
two new early voting loca-
tions. The other new loca-
tion is Lift Orlando (Heart
of West Lakes), just south
of Camping World Stadi-
um.

“The significance of
early voting is just giving
more access to individuals

here in Orange County,
because right now in other
places, the day of voting is
one of three options,” said
Glen Gilzean, Supervisor
of Elections. “But in a
county like this, we’re the
fourth largest county in the
state of Florida. We have
1.4 million residents here.
It’s important that we give
as much opportunities to
let people let their voice be
heard in this process. So,
early voting is one way.
Vote by mail is another and
then you can vote on the
day of (November 5).”

On Monday, October
12, Orange County
conducted Logic and
Accuracy  Testing, in
which the Orange County
Canvassing Board met to
see that all of the equipment
and ballots used to tabulate
the voting results were
functioning properly.

“We were able to go
through all of the machines
and verify that they actually
are calibrated correctly
and that they tabulate the
results,” Gilzean said. “So
once that was certified by

the Canvassing Board, now
it gives us the opportunity
to go out and deliver said
machines to the -early
voting sites. That’s the way
that the public can know
that there’s confidence in
these systems because they
were tested in the public,
in the sunshine, and people
were able to come and see
that these machines work.”

Eatonville was chosen
as one of the two new

because we had community

See EARLY Page 8A

P REGAL

Fri., Oct. 25, 2024 thru
Sun., Oct. 27, 2024
3D SHOWINGS

VENOM: THE LAST
DANCE (PG-13) 10:00

X VENOM: THE LAST
early voting precincts for § pANCE (PG-13) 12:00;
two reasons: its historical § 1:00; 2:30; 3:00; 4:00;
significance and  the [ 5:10;6:00;7:00; 8:00;
approaching  anniversary [ 9:00; 10:40

TRANSFORMERS ONE
(PG) 12:10

of its founding, and that
some areas are considered
“voting deserts.”

“One (reason) is that
the town of Eatonville is
celebrating 137 years of ex-
istence. The motto of the
town is ‘The town that free-
dom built.” What better way
to, with this very histor-
ic election, to have an ear-
ly voting site here, so that
way anyone can come and
cast a ballot in this historic
town of Eatonville?” Gilz-
ean said.

“The second reason is

WE LIVE IN TIME (R)
12:30; 3:40; 6:40; 9:40
THE WILD ROBOT (PG)
12:50; 3:50; 6:50; 9:50
SMILE 2(R) 1:10; 4:10;
7:10; 10:10

TERRIFIER 3(NR) 1:20;
4:20;7:20; 10:20

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Schroeder

Hental

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
Broup

Call Now For Iy 407-886-1611

$20 Exam

Get-Acquainted Speciall

¢ Oral Exam D0150
* 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274
* Cancer Screening
* Gum Disease Screening
Vgl fornew patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hiansferable. Please share with your family and friends. Exp. 10/31/24, 1
[

New Patients Welcome!

MyApopkaDentist.net

Emergency App

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL Ln.l@i&.l] i /ZOOM'

WWW.APARTMENTRENOVATORSLLC.COM

( ‘/ Apartment Renovators LLC.

407-731-1547
DAYTONA + ORLANDO « TAMPA

Home

RATES FROM:
$45.00 First Hour
$35.00 Each Additional Hour

Complete Local Repairs

* Home Repairs / Maintenance
* Custom Interior / Exterior Painting
* Power Washing / Drywall Repairs
* Fixture Replacement

Call Today for a Quick Response to Your Holiday projects

Local Apopka Contractor OVENT ASSOCy,

s Oy
407 - 731 - 1547
Professional / Licensed / Insured
ApartmentRenovatorsLLC@gmail.con s gma®”

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

Elections Have
Consequences

The election is less than
two weeks away, and, as usual,
the chattering and attempts
to persuade have come at us
from all directions and from all
types of people, so many of
them nothing more than shills
for the candidate they support.
| could say the candidate that
they like, but not everyone likes
their party’s candidate. Nothing
unusual there. Especially since
people started choosing their
favored candidate for reasons
other than qualifications, like
how cool one is, or what color
the other is, or what sex anoth-
eris. Isn't it time for us to elect
someone who actually cares
about America and Americans?
One who wants a strong, se-
cure, and economically thriv-
ing country, where its citizens
are free to choose the life they
want and are willing to work for
it ... whose leaders believe The
Constitution and its principles
have gotten us to where we are/
were, and, if allowed and fol-
lowed, will carry us into a future
worth having. The outcome of
this election, one of our most
important ever, may determine
whether we even have a future
— at least, one we’ll tolerate,
much less be happy with, is
questionable.

The tricky thing about
elections is that issues are pre-
sented to us in such a way that
carefully chosen words say one
thing, but can, and often do,
mean something completely
different, carrying the possibil-
ity of an outcome we don’t ex-
pect and may not be happy with
after all.

For instance, Amend-
ment 1 could sound like a
political party is what's most
important, but that’s not what
it means to me. Based on what
school boards have turned
into, this is about being able to
have more information, to help

understand, at least a little bit,
what a person believes... telling
us how we might expect some-
one to educate —influence — our
children; whether their values
line up with ours.

Pay attention to this in
Amendment 2: “So far, there
haven’t been any bans or re-
strictions on hunting and fish-
ing in Florida, although other
states have such measures.
(The James Madison Institute).
Unfortunately, once a freedom-
limiting bill passes in even
one other state, it becomes
the small beginning of a large
snowball which usually ends up
running right over us. As it is,
other — even bigger — freedoms
are already in jeopardy ... in a
recent speech John Kerry said
that Free Speech*is a problem.
It's messy.”And, Hillary Clinton
said, “We cannot let the 1st
Amendment over-ride anything
else” May seem like a silly com-
parison, and you may not hunt
or fish, but ...

Amendment 3 would
make it legal for adults 21 and
older to have up to 3 ounces of
marijuana and up to 5 grams of
cannabis concentrate. It would
also enable them to possess,
purchase and use marijuana
products and accessories with-
out needing a medical marijua-
na card, as is the case now. If
Marijuana is a “Gateway Drug’
perhaps this is potentially a
“Gateway Amendment’ That
aside, do we really need any
more impaired drivers on the
road?

Amendment 4: NO.

Amendment 5: Yes.

Amendment 6: Repeal
of public campaign financing.
Public Financing?? You mean,
our tax money? Count me out!

These are MY opinions.
I’m not asking you to agree or
disagree with them... but | am
asking you consider that elec-
tions aren’t just something you
think about in between TV pro-
grams. They’re your life and
future; Your loved ones lives
and futures. Take it seriously,
because as one past president
said, elections have conse-
quences!

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1 @yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

The Best Compliment You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses and organizations.

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

We Buy Kid’s Things
3030 E. Semoran Blvd.,

Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

é )

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v’ Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens / Titer Testing
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley s Septic Lnks

/

fkaw

FREE ESTIMATES407-889-8042
Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM

L,

{ Licensed & Insured
1/ State Certified
Emergency Services

Available After Hours

N

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL

32798

TURN ANY DAY INTO Ao e ez
" ’UM,,-FOR-’O" Ultimate Party?
0CCASION!

* NOW Available:

«Boms ouse. | SCREEN

and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
 Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
o Clean, Commercial Grade

Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

; BJ’s Towing
2

-
4

Service, Inc.
407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Please Support These Businesses & Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to

Foliage Sertoma &%
Club of Apopka ElggMA
(407) 832-2627 {nEsHS

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Sight.”

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Condlitions apply.

or Apopka Office Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka

Office Supply) would like to thank the generous

Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
sight or hearing for so MANY.

¢

GENERAC
 ——— |




PROTECT YOUR FAMILY,
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

£
COBBLESTONE

INSURANCE AGENCY
aAuto | Business | Financial Serv

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

www.cobfin.

s help you with all your insurance

SEPTEMBER 28TH -
NOVEMBER 24TH

Open Saturdays
and Sundays. Group
reservations available
during the week also.

2024 THEME
NATURAL

reat 5%

ADMISSION

# StateFarm et T
Kim Vamadore Children 2 & Under: FREE
(352) 343-5181 R e
| (SPECIALYEVENTS
GLOW NIGHT

November 9th

TWISTED TRAILS
(21 and older)
November 15th

~  Great Scott Farms
WWW.VISITGREATSCOTT.COM

rﬁ COMPASS HEALTH
- YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH

e MEDICARE

e CREMATION

e ACCIDENT

e DENTAL

e LIFE

e CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPANOL

Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue
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Jump: New flag will be unveiled Oct. 25

Continued from page 1A

community-wide
ence for all ages.

Inspired by the city of
Orlando’s 142nd birthday
flag redesign in 2017, the
Apopka Serves Foundation
reached out to the North
American  Vexillological
Association (NAVA) to
learn how to get the project
started.

On August 7, the con-
test was presented at the
Apopka City Council meet-
ing. The contest launched
to accept hand drawn mail
and drop off submissions
on August 8.

Word about the contest

experi-

got out quickly with thanks
to Apopka Serve Founda-
tion’s local partners: Ad-
ventHealth Apopka, Re-
Imagine Communities, The
Apopka ChiefiThe Planter,
local K-12 schools, Propa-
gate Social House, Centu-
ry 21 Commercial, Florida
Growth Alliance, and the
city of Apopka.

The flag contest re-
ceived 151 design submis-
sions from children and
adults of all ages from
around the globe includ-
ing five U.S. states (Flori-
da, North Carolina, Minne-
sota, Oklahoma, Texas) and
three submissions from St.
Andrews, U K.

All eligible designs
were presented to the judg-
ing panel and the top ten
designs were identified for
the public vote online, Sep-
tember 20-October 4. Faith
Lee’s flag design was cho-
sen by overwhelming com-
munity vote and a unani-
mous vote by Apopka City
Council.

The judging panel was
comprised of seven mem-
bers: Delia Miller, local
artist/muralist; Michael
Keith, director of graduate
placement for the DAVE
School; Brandon Guarro,
senior marketing special-
ist for AdventHealth; Kelly
Robertson, city of Apopka

content administrator; Joe
Pugliese, NAVA custom
department manager and
graphic designer for Gates
Flag and Banner Company;
Brian Cham, NAVA flag de-
sign consultant, NAVA; and
Alan Hardy, NAVA vexil-
lologist.

The new flag will be
unveiled at the 142nd Hap-
py Birthday Apopka Cele-
bration on Fifth Street, Fri-
day, October 25, 4-8 p.m.

To learn more about
the upcoming Happy Birth-
day Apopka celebration,
visit HappyBirthday Apop-
ka.com.

Send us Your News * Email: news@theapopkachief.com

ELECT®
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Vicki Vargo

for Orange County Soil
& Water Conservation
District 2

Committed to Conservation, Community,
Agriculture and Waterways

*Helped save Ben White Raceway,
now known as Trotters Park, from

development

* Serving on Board of Directors for
Central Florida Fair for 24 years and

counting

* Homestead in Wekiva River Water-
shed Basin for 35 years

* University of Florida Levin College

of Law

*Raised on Lake Michigan and has
profound respect for our natural

resources

* Raised and worked on family-owned
blueberry farm in Michigan, still in

operation today

* University of South Florida Business
Administration with an emphasis in

Finance

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 VOTE

Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. "

* %

ﬁ VickiVargoforSoilandWater | vickivargoforsoilandwater.com

Political Advertisement paid for and approved by Vicki Vargo for Orange County Soil & Water Conservation District 2

Need to
send or
receive a
FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121%

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

AOS

407-889-4455

is located in the same building as
The Apopka Chief &

The Planter newspapers.

&5 Pediatrics

s Family Medicine
(4}) Internal Medicine

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

community
Nealth
centers

17 Pharmacy
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Wonderful weather for Fall Family Festival in park

From Thursday, October 17, through Sunday, October 20, the
Fall Family Festival was held at Kit Land Nelson Park. There was
everything you could want in a fair; beautiful weather, good food,
fun rides, live music, and family fun.

- -
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Photos contributed by Ralo Flores
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Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

bracewors

Community Church
SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
orship 11:30 AM
SN

\

Continued from page 5A

groups come forward and
sit down with me and share
some data that there’s areas
in Orange County that are
considered voting deserts,”
Gilzean continued, “and I
wanted to make sure that
every Orange County resi-
dent had access to voting
by being able to, in a rela-
tively short distance that
they can go and drop, like
cast their vote and let their
voice be heard.”

To assist voters in get-
ting to the polls, there are

W

’ CARVING A
PUMPKIN, HUH?

YOU KNOW I'M A MUCH

many community groups
and churches that volunteer
to provide free transporta-
tion to polling sites.

“So, there’s a lot of
community groups that do
things like that. For us it’s
all about making sure that
we provide the number
of spaces, the maximum
amount of time so that way
Orange County residents
have the ability to let their
voice be heard,” Gilzean
said.

The Supervisor of
Elections Office recently
kicked off two new initia-

Early: Supervisor of Elections
launched two voting initiatives

tives. The first is the Gen
Z poll worker training pro-
gram, in which high school
seniors have an opportunity
to come and volunteer dur-
ing this election.

The second initiative is
Serving Those Who Serve,
which hired about two doz-
en veteran employees to
assist disabled veterans in
casting their ballots in as-
sisted living facilities.

Visit  OCFelections.
com/early-voting to view a
full list of the 2024 gener-
al election early voting lo-
cations.

OCLS:
Branch was
closed for

three months
Continued from page 1A

ty Library System (OCLS)
spokeswoman Erin Sulli-
van.

Located at 1211 E.
Semoran Blvd., Apopka,
the North Orange Branch
Library closed on July 16
due to the building’s high
humidity and water in-
trusion, which caused a
musty smell at the building.
OCLS brought in a consul-
tant to remedy the problem
in the building.

BIGGER HALLOWEEN
FAN THAN YOU.

All public/legal notices printed in The Apopka Chief are also
loaded to our website: www.theapopkachief.com as well as to
the state-wide Florida Press Association’s website: www.floridapublicnotices.com

Both Websites have searchable capabilities.

The Apopka Chief, 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka FL 32712
legals@theapopkachief.com 407-886-2777

STOP BY
TODAY!

407-880-9446
WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

%
v.ma Best ol

oy
PARK AVENUE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

MALTBY'S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention

before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

/118

W

* Tree Trimming & Removal
+ Landscape Installation

* Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866
JAMES MALTBY Licensed

Owner & Insured
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SULYQUEY MATEOS has made an application,
in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka
Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW AN ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNIT (ADU) IN THE MIXED-USE DOWNTOWN (MU-D) ZONING DISTRICT.

This application relates to the following described property located
at 49 E Orange Street:
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 09-21-28-1972-02-460

Contains: 0.42 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the Special Exception request at
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka
City Hall on Tuesday, November 12, 2024 beginning at 5:30 P.M., or
as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities
needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

177515

October 25, 2024
Publish: The Apopka Chief
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that JOHN C VICK III has made an application,

in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Article II,

Development Code,

Section 4.2.2.C

Part III, Land
to the City of Apopka

Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW A GAS STATION
IN THE COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL (C-C) ZONING DISTRICT.

This application relates to the following described property located
at 2920 Plymouth Sorrento Road:

|

414

-

Lake-Victor

41

; peoy| 21e’

T pEoy 91e1S

SR
414  ERM@sMminity Maps Cor e,
ﬁ a ! OpenfStreetMap, Microsoft| m =
o GeoTeghnologigs, Inc, MELINKSA USGS, EPA, NPS, US Census
5 K
) - =
0 0.08 0.15 0.31 Miles
2 Ponkan Plymouth Sorrento Mixed Use Commercial 1 | | [ R T
[ Parcel
Parcel Identification Number (s): 30-20-28-0000-00-005, 25-20-27-

0000-00-030,
Contains:

25-20-27-0000-00-003
14.997 +/- acres

Notice 1is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the Special Exception request at
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka
City Hall on Tuesday, November 12, 2024 beginning at 5:30 P.M., or
as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities
needing assistance to participate 1in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka Planning Commission

Community Development Department
October 25, 2024

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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JEFFERY ALLEN BOYER, 57, of Apopka, Florid d ¢ Your ““ \
, 57, of Apopka, Florida passed away on . ~
October 10, 2024. Jeff was the owner of Maters and Taters Market and LOVEd = . Many aspects O.f our On. y s'p iritual - lev
c . ) = lives rely on trust. Finan- el, trusting in God that
reamery, Jeffs mother and father Marylin and Sherman Boyer were / ) ; ) : )
previous owners until they passed. Jeff took over and was very pas- Ones c1a1' tran'sacnons in 'all things are working O'Ut
sionate about the business and helping others in the community. He is their variety, from using as they should, that vir-
survived by his wife Diane Boyer, daughter Ashley Boyer, brother Jason C all credit cards to using cur- tue will be rewarded, and
Boyer, two grandchildren and step children Andy Ray and Candice Ray. rency, and even the act vice punished is one of the
407-886-2777 DO you have of putting money in the things that allows us to
bank depend to a large ex-  feel at home in the world.
. P g
JACQUELYN DEN,ISE MOTT KELLY, 62, passed away on Thurs- to flnd out ChllI'Ch news tent on trusting the insti- Trust sometimes requires
day, October 17, 2024, in Davenport. She was born on November 17, . d | 1 £ faith, A,
1961, in Apopka, to Lillian and Earl Mott. Family: siblings, Lee Edward about our you_ WOllld tutions and people we are - a leap of faith. Accept-
and Ethel Pearl; husband, Jesse Kelly; children, Jeanelle, Porscha and d ] d l. k deahIng Wl}'ih- - 1 ing a personal ?heCk from
Justin. esione n the social an someone requires us to
bi g d 1K€ .u§ tO political realm trust is trust them and believing
O 1tuaries an puthIZE? likewise crucial to main- that God loves and cares
LINDA ANN LAURENDEAU, 81, of Apopka, passed away on Oc- Memorials or taining the institutions of about us likewise requires
tober 8, 2024. She was bprn on Junfa 22, 1943 in Melrose, Ma§sachu- o . society and government  us to trust in God.
setts. She was preceded in dgath py. pargnts, Jc.)seph E. and Eileen M. visit USE Olll' Onhne and ensuring they func- We do well to re-
(McDonough) Laurendeau. Linda is survived by: brother, Eugene Lau- F . . fectivel ber that if
rendeau; sister, Phyllis Minehan. She will be deeply missed by her fam- www.The th ormks. vlv'lw‘fN. tion %hect1vey Ik of mim er that ir we want
ily, friends. . eanopkachief.com e current lack of others to trust us, we must
APOPkaChlef-Com Pop trust between the major be true to our word, do
3 7 /obituaries [ political parties and be- what we say we will do,
See Obituaries on page 10A Call @be gpupka @bw[ tween people and their and be good stewards of
peop g
& The Planter elected  representatives the trust that others place
LOOM[S FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES at 407-886-2777, is one of the factors re- in us by not betraying
, sponsible for government their confidence.
7 VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY fa 407-889-4121, oremail | | 0¢ \orking as well as it
i LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM news@theapopkachief.com | | should. ~Christopher Simon
N
But those who wait on
the Lord Shall renew Newspaper I ruSt Vi SEbi o
their strength; They shall readers are Ietlyour light MaXImlze.your
. . (See message above.) Shlne before marketlng
h
mount up with wings ACTIVE - T
i “Trustin the Lord with all others, that they dollars by
lik | Th hall rust in the Lord wit
e cagies, ey shal 1 CONSUMERS! ¢ FOCUSING
run and not be weary, . your heart and lean not on may see your . _VOW
! our own understanding; b 4 good deeds advertlsn‘g
They shall walk and not As a group y ng : .
faint. Isaiah 40:31 thev have | iYourways submit to and glorify your campaign on a
. : €y have him, and he will make Father in heaven. concentrated
tremendous your paths straight.” market!

In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that

buying power!

they may see your | AME
good deeds and St. Paul AME
glorify your Father 407-889-4464
in heaven. Anglican .
Anglican Community
Ma'[theW 5:16 Fe]lowghip
Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
Add YOI.II'- Church Apostolic Church of Jesus
To Our List. Call 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
(407) 886-2777 Apopka Assembly of God
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 407-886-2806
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. One Church
Holy Tabernacle Church Markham Woods
2501 Apopka Blvd. 407-774-0777
Call for more info: Baptist
407-928-8617 Apopka First Baptist

407-886-2628

407-886-3388 First Antioch Missionary

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS Bapist Churen
FUNERAL HOME First Baptist Church of
232 W. Michael Qladden Blvd. Mount Dora
Apopka, Florida 32703 35.385.200)
In the fear of the Lord is First Baptist Church of
strong confidence: and his Sanlando Springs
children shall have a place 407-788-6801
of refuge. First Baptist Sorrento
352-383-2241
Proverbs 14:26 First Baptist Church of
Sweetwater
oo StateFarm~|  wsc3
Shren Yeager First Bapt.ist Church
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka of Tangerine
407-880-3167 352-383-7920
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.” First Baptist Church
of Zellwood

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from

407-889-0509
Forest Avenue Baptist

their wicked ways; then will | hear from Church

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 407-886-4374

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 Fountain of Life
Baptist Church

Apopka Auto Upholstery

48 W. 4th Street, Apopka
(behind Advance Discount Auto)

of Apopka, Inc.
407-814-8322

407-889-0011 Gospel Centered Church
' 800-924-6850
In business 45 years .
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners Hope Baptist Church

407-886-6980

Lockhart Baptist Church
407-295-1133

Northside Baptist Church
407-884-4443

One Way Christian Church

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

www.onewaychristian
. n . church.com
V|S|t us onllne at The Church at Oak Level
407-656-1523
The_Apopka Pleasant View Baptist
Chief.com Church

407-886-6717

Riverside Baptist Church
407-295-3850

Springs Community
Baptist Church
407-889-2240

St. Luke’s Full Gospel
Baptist Church
352-735-9199

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like

Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV

L m I

Trinity Baptist Church
407-886-2966
Wekiwa Springs
Baptist Church
407-886-7864

Bible
Bear Lake Bible Chapel
407-563-3931

Biblical Science
IDMR
321-948-3298

Catholic
St. Francis of Assisi
407-886-4602

Charismatic Episcopal
Ascension Church, CEC
407-880-9555

Christian
Christ Centered
Christian Church
321-331-0036
Journey Christian Church
407-884-7223
Real Life Christian
Church
352-735-LOVE

Christian Science
Christian Science Church
407-389-4200

Church of Christ
Apopka Church of Christ
now with Plymouth*
Central Church of Christ
407-869-1419
Plymouth (and Apopka)
Church of Christ*
407-886-1466
Church of Christ
of West Orange
407-656-2770
Tri-City Church of Christ
407-920-1757
10th Street Church of Christ
407-884-4835

Church of God
Church of God of Zellwood
407-886-3074
Grace Street Church of God
407-298-9188
Healing Waters Church
of God
407-886-3780
Park Avenue Worship
Center
407-886-2696
Sorrento Church of God
352-735-4245

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints
Apopka Ward
407-880-9877

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit
407-886-1740

Faith and Word
Word of Life
407-886-7427

Full Gospel
Millenium of Glory
407-814-0041

New Covenant
Perfecting Ministries
407-880-8898
Holiness
End Time Word Ministry
407-369-0148
St. Elizabeth Church of
God by Faith
407-886-6290
St. Matthew Holiness
407-889-2274
Temple of Faith Church
407-884-6960
Independent
True Temple of God
407-880-8181
Interdenominational
New Vision
Community Church
407-886-3619
Northwest Community
Church
407-578-2088
One Accord Christian
Fellowship Church
407-523-3002
Jewish
Congregation Beth Am
407-862-3505
Congregation of Reform
Judaism
407-645-0444
Lutheran
St. Paul Lutheran
407-889-2634
Methodist
First United Methodist
407-886-3421
Bear Lake United Methodist
407-862-1531
Zellwood United Methodist
407-889-4426
Moravian
Rolling Hills
Moravian Church
407-332-8380

Nazarene
Calvary Church of
the Nazarene
407-889-2148
Apopka Springhill
Church of the Nazarene
407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
Anointed Word Family
Worship Center
407-886-4989
Casa De Oracion
Internacional
321-239-7680
Center of Faith Church
for All People
407-464-9375
Church on the Edge
407-869-1133
City of Destiny (The)
407-884-6322

Matthew 5:16

Compass Community
Church

407-880-6110
Dayspring Community
Church

407-814-4996
Everlasting Covenant
Christian Center
407-884-8598
Faithworks Church
302-293-1391

Freedom Fellowship
407-299-6311

Freedom Ministries
407-886-6006

Grace Gospel Church
321-438-4554

Grace Pointe Church
407-889-3383
Graceworx

Community Church
321-228-4599

Happy Hill Ministries
407-889-0583

Holy Tabernacle Church
407-928-8617

Hosanna To The Highest
Ministries
407-491-4266

Inspire

407-415-6218
Ministries of Good Life
407-703-7464

New Life Praise
Worship Center
407-880-3421

New Beginning
Worship Center
352-455-9173

New Life Word of Faith
321-460-8205

Orlando Church of
Christ

407-823-7370
Philemon Ministries
407-718-7179

Rejoice in the Lord
Ministries
407-814-7643
Remnant Christian Center
407-703-7346

Renewal Church
407-410-5378

Servants of God Ministries
407-814-8255

Sorrento Christian Center
352-735-4447

Spirit of Life

Christian Church
407-886-4570
Tangerine

Community Church
352-383-4173

The Shabach Church
407-445-1230

True Words of God
Tabernacle of Meeting
407-227-8829

Victory Church World
Outreach Center

407-889-7288
Pentecostal
Church in the Son
407-246-0001
Faith Fellowship Church
407-741-3750
Ministerios Getsemani
407-310-8672
Prince of Peace
Pentecostal Missionary
Church, Inc.
407-889-9269
Pentecostals of Apopka
407-889-3802
Way of Grace Ministries
407-292-9998
Presbyterian
First Presbyterian
of Apopka
407-886-5943
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
Rolling Hills
Community Church
407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
Apopka Seventh-day
Adventist
407-889-2812
Florida Living SDA
Church
407-284-7472
Forest Lake
407-869-0680
Franco-Haitian
407-296-4368
Genesis Spanish
509-264-4873
Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist
407-290-1800
Mount Olive
407-886-0430
Orlando Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist
407-292-9210
Orlando Vietiamese
Seventh-day Adventist
407-339-4974
Patmos Chapel SDA
321-870-8583
Pine Hills
407-291-4816
Plymouth-Sorrento
407-884-0595
Templo Biblico
Templo Asamblea Biblica
Lake Howell Branch
Chapel
407-814-4465
Unity
Unity Church of
Christianity
407-295-9181
Ukrainian
St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Ukrainian
386-848-9888

eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.




INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

@) Lake Apopka

Natural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

Ko vihat's helow,
Call vetore you dig.

Ford Courtesy Transportation Program (former service loaner). Savings
include dealer discount, manufacturer rebates and package discounts.
Offer ends 10/31/2024. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for

& Save At Least

$14,500

On Powerboost
F-150 XLT

FORMER
SERVICE
LOANER

2024 F-150 XLT

complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

Mrs. Jacquelyn Denise
Mott Kelly, 62, passed away on
Thursday, October 17, 2024, in
Davenport, FL. She was born on
November 17, 1961, in Apopka,
FL and was the youngest child
of Lillian and Earl Mott. Jackie
grew up in a loving home with
her two siblings, Lee Edward
and Ethel Pearl.

Jackie received her educa-
tion in the Florida public school
system, graduating from Apopka
High School in 1979. She later

attended Florida Agricultural
& Mechanical University and
graduated from Miami Dade Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Education.

Jackie married Jesse Kelly
in 1983. To this union three chil-
dren were born, Jeanelle, Pors-
cha and Justin.

Jackie taught in Orange
and Seminole County Public
School Systems for more than
15 years as an elementary
school educator.

Public visitation will be held
on Friday, October 25, 2024,
from 6 to 7 p.m. at Marvin C.
Zanders Funeral Home, 232 W.
Michael Gladden Blvd, Apopka,
FL 32703. Funeral services
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. at
Pleasant View Baptist Church in
Apopka, FL.

J
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FEMA helps with assistance registration,
might open disaster recovery center

Since Tuesday, October 22,
FEMA has been helping applicants
register for assistance at two locations
in Orange County, one of them being
at Apopka City Hall.

Both sites operate from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the following locations:

*Bithlo Community Center,
18501 Washington Ave., Orlando

*Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
St., Apopka

The two locations serve as sites
for Disaster Survivor Assistance pop-
ups, according to Sara Zuckerman, a
spokeswoman for FEMA.

According to Zuckerman, FEMA
is hoping to open a disaster recovery
center soon in Orange County, and

FEMA will announce this if and when
it’s ready.

Homeowners and renters in Or-
ange County who sustained damage
or loss from Hurricanes Milton, He-
lene or Debby, may qualify for help
from FEMA.

Individuals may be eligible for fi-
nancial assistance for displacement,
serious needs, temporary lodging, ba-
sic home repairs, personal property
losses and other uninsured disaster-
related expenses.

Application requirements

Individuals seeking to apply for
FEMA assistance will need to pro-
vide:

*A current phone number where
you can be contacted

*Your address at the time of the
disaster and the address where you are
now staying

*Your Social Security number

*A general list of damage and
losses

*Banking information if you
choose to direct deposit

*If insured, the policy number or
the agent and/or the company name

Individuals can also apply online
at DisasterAssistance.gov, by using
the FEMA mobile app, or by calling
FEMA'’s helpline toll-free at 800-621-
3362.
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Linda Ann Laurendeau, 81, of
Apopka, Florida passed away peace-
fully on October 8, 2024, leaving be-
hind a legacy of service, dedication,
and commitment to her beloved com-
munity.

Linda is survived by her lov-
ing brother, Eugene Laurendeau, of
Brunswick, Georgia, and sister, Phyl-
lis Minehan, of Kings Ranch, Florida.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Joseph E. and Eileen M. (Mc-
Donough) Laurendeau, of Wakefield,
Massachusetts.

Far from family for most of her
adulthood, Linda cultivated a close
circle of friends turned family that en-
joyed laugh-filled lunches, wine tast-
ings, and drinks on her patio.

Born on June 22, 1943 in Mel-
rose, Massachusetts, she earned her
Master’s degree in Human Resources
and Development from Webster Uni-
versity in 2000, following her under-
graduate studies at Our Lady of the
Lake University in 1997. Linda’s pro-
fessional career spanned thirty two
years with “Ma Bell,” working as a
sales representative, technical de-
sign engineer, and eventually, design
specialist. In 2007, after a brief retire-
ment, Linda drew on her knowledge
and experiences as a registered par-
liamentarian in the state of Florida
and founded the Laurendeau Consult-
ing Group, Inc., which provided par-
liamentary law consulting services,
training development and delivery
services, and project management.

Linda was a long time and de-

voted parishioner of St. Francis of As-
Qsi Catholic Church, where she served

"‘77\ % ] (“

notonlyasa faithful member, but also
as an avid volunteer with the Parish
Bereavement Ministry. Her passion
for service extended far beyond the
church walls, impacting numerous or-
ganizations throughout her life.

Linda was a vibrant presence in
her local community, giving her time
to the Sertoma Club, Apopka Wom-
an’s Club, Apopka Historical Society,
Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce,
and as an original charter member
of the Northwest Orange Republi-
can Women’s Club. She also served
as President of the Apopka Citizens
Police Academy Alumni Association,
chairman of the Apopka Charter Re-
view Committee, and for eight years
on the Apopka Planning Commission,
showcasing her exceptional commit-
ment to her community. Linda was
also a dedicated board member of
the Neighborhood Restorative Justice
Program, working with first time juve-
nile offenders in the Orange County
Juvenile Court system, ensuring that
her impact reaches future genera-
tions.

Linda also found deep fulfillment
in her work with veterans. As a mem-
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10147 Auxiliary, she devoted sig-
nificant time to honoring and preserv-
ing the memory of those who served
through her work with the Wreaths
Across America program, which she
was instrumental in bringing to Apop-
ka. She was recognized with the pres-
tigious Service to Mankind Award for

June 22, 1943 - October 8, 2024

her role in the Veterans’ Graves lden-
tification Project.

Her remarkable life was one of
compassion, dedication, and relent-
less service to others. She will be
deeply missed by her family, friends,
and all those who were fortunate
enough to know her.

Visitation will be held at Loomis
Funeral Home in Apopka on Monday,
October 28 from 5-7pm.

A funeral mass will be held on
Tuesday, October 29 at 10:00am at
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in
Apopka.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations be made to Wreaths Across
America at www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org/FLEDGR (please use this specific link for
Apopka). Wreaths will be placed on veter-
ans’ graves in Apopka’s Edgewood-Green-
wood Ceremony in Linda’s honor on Decem-
ber 14, 2024. May she rest in eternal peace.

Foreclosures Warnings to Appear

FLORIDA
PUBLIC NOTICES

WWW.ELORIDAPUBLICNOTICES.COM

Bid Nofices

Property Auctions

Ordinances Hearing Nofices

And More! IT’S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Notices to Contractors

The Apopha Chief Newspaper

www.TheApopkaChief.com | 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka | 407-886-2777 | www.FloridaPublicNotices.com
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Recipe for Hot German Potato Salad for Two Can Easily Be Doubled

From The
Jones-Morris
Family  Treas-
ury, Sandra Jo-
hansen’s Sweet
‘N Sour Meat-
balls is a win-
ner. This reci-
pe came from
a dear friend of ours who was a great
contributor in the authoring of their
family history.

Nita Collins’ Shrimp Newburg from
Cooking with Foliage La Sertoma of
Apopka looks wonderful. Be mindful
when adding the cooked sauce into
the beaten egg yolks; you don’t want to
cook the yolks, you just want to quickly
meld the sauce and the yolks together.
Forgive me if | don’t use toast points; |
will most certainly have rice under my
Shrimp Newburg!

We have Marvin Woods’ Rutabaga
Carrot Mash from The New Low-Coun-
try Cooking. Rutabagas are an excel-
lent source of vitamin C, potassium,
and phosphorous and have a low glyc-
emic load of 7, according to the USDA.
Marvin says, “Rutabagas are believed
to be a hybrid of turnips and cabbage
and to have originated in Russia only
about 250 years ago. They are also
known as Swedes or Swedish turnips.
They are available year-round, but
their peak is in the fall. Rutabagas are
frequently coated with wax before they
are shipped so they will hold up better.
As with other root vegetables, when
cooked, the rutabaga has a slight-
ly sweet taste. It pairs beautifully with
other vegetables. Look for rutabagas
that are smooth, firm, and heavy for
their size. And if they are coated with
wax, make sure to use a very sharp
knife and cut carefully.”

Beth Walters contributed Evie’s
Garlic Cheese Girits to First Presbyte-
rian’s Treasures and Pleasures, one of
our very favorite cookbooks.

For all of you folks looking for a Hot
German Potato Salad recipe, here is
one for just two people. It comes from
Roberta Kluhsmeier in Pot-Pourri of
Zellwood. It makes me want to try it!

Old-timers could make mouth-wa-
tering dishes for their family with scant
ingredients. Maple Apples from The
Original Country Cookbook has just
three ingredients: apples, sugar, water.
Bake for an hour to an hour and a half.

Ummm-ummm!

Charleston Receipts shares Cof-
fee Punch from Mrs. Louis Y. Dawson,
Jr. It looks like a dessert for coffee lov-
ers!

SANDRA JOHANSEN’S SWEET ‘N
SOUR MEATBALLS
Recipe from
The Jones-Morris Family Treasury
2 pounds hamburger
Salt and pepper
Two beaten eggs
1/2 cup breadcrumbs
Boiling water
1 jar chili sauce (8-10 ounces)
1 jar currant jelly (8 ounces)

Mix bread crumbs with boiling wa-
ter small amount at a time until crumbs
absorb water. Add to meat. Mix in egg
and salt and pepper. In large size fry-
ing pan, melt jelly and heat through
with chili sauce. Make small meatballs
with meat mixture and drop into sauce.
Cook about 1/2 hour to 45 minutes.
Serve with toothpicks as a finger food
or hors d’oeurves.

NITA COLLINS’ SHRIMP NEWBURG
Recipe from Cooking with
Foliage La Sertoma of Apopka
3/4 pound cooked shrimp
1/4 cup margarine or butter
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
1-1/2 cup Half and Half
2 egg yolks, beaten
2 tablespoons sherry
Toast points

Cut large shrimp in half. Melt mar-
garine or butter, and blend in flour and
seasonings. Add Half and Half gradual-
ly and cook until thick and smooth, stir-
ring constantly. Stir a little of the heated
sauce into the beaten egg yolks; add to
sauce, stirring constantly. Add shrimp;
heat. Remove from heat and slowly stir
in sherry. Serve immediately on toast
points. Makes 6 servings.

RUTABAGA CARROT MASH
Recipe from
The New Low-Country Cooking
by Marvin Woods
3 to 4 rutabagas, peeled and
coarsely chopped
1 Vidalia onion, cut in half
Salt to taste

4 carrots, coarsely chopped

1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter

Freshly ground black pepper to
taste

Place the rutabagas and one of the
onion halves in a large saucepan. Add
water to cover and salt the water. Bring
the mixture to a boil over medium heat.
Reduce the heat and simmer until the
rutabagas are tender when pierced
with the point of a sharp knife, about
35 minutes. Drain.

Meanwhile, place the carrots and
remaining onion half in another large
saucepan. Add water to cover and salt
the water. Bring the mixture to a boil
over medium heat. Reduce the heat
and simmer until the carrots are tender
when pierced with the point of a sharp
knife, about 20 minutes. Drain.

Place the rutabagas, carrots,
and onions in a food processor fitted
with the metal chopping blade, or in a
blender. Process just until the mixture
is smooth. Add the butter and process
to combine. Taste and check the sea-
soning, adding salt and pepper if need-
ed.

BETH WALTERS’ EVIE’S
GARLIC CHEESE GRITS
Recipe from First Presbyterian Church
of Apopka, Treasures and Pleasures
1 cup fine grits (cook according to

package directions)
1 stick butter
1 roll garlic cheese
2 eggs, beaten
1/4 cup milk
Salt to taste
Tabasco sauce to taste
1/2 pound sharp cheese,

shredded
Paprika

Melt garlic cheese in butter. Mix

and season to taste with salt and Ta-
basco sauce. Mix eggs and milk to-
gether and stir in grits. Stir in melted
garlic cheese mixture. Pour into cas-
serole. Top with shredded cheese and
sprinkle with paprika. Bake at 300 de-
grees for 40 minutes. Serves six.

HOT GERMAN POTATO SALAD
FOR TWO
Recipe from
POT-POURRI OF ZELLWOOD
2 medium potatoes
3 slices bacon
1/3 chopped onion

1 tablespoon flour
1 tablespoon sugar
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon celery seeds
Dash of pepper
1/3 cup water
3 tablespoons vinegar

Boil potatoes in their jackets. Peel
and slice thinly; set aside. Fry bacon
until crispy; drain on absorbent paper
and crumble. Saute onion in bacon fat
until golden brown. Blend in flour and
seasonings. Cook over low heat, stir-
ring until smooth and bubbly. Remove
from heat. Stir in the water and vinegar.
Bring to boil, stirring constantly. Boil 1
minute. Stir in potatoes and crumbled
bacon carefully. Remove from heat,
cover and let stand until ready to serve.
It makes two generous servings.

MAPLE APPLES
Recipe from
The Original Country Cookbook
Published by Paragon Products, Inc.,
Pompano Beach
8 tart apples
1 cup soft maple sugar
1-1/2 cups boiling water
Pare and core apples and place in
a shallow baking dish. Fill the center
of the apples with soft maple sugar al-
lowing 2 tablespoons of sugar for each
apple. Put water in bottom of dish and
bake in moderate 325-degree oven for
60-90 minutes until apples are soft,
basting frequently with syrup made
by melting sugar and the water. Serve
warm with thin cream poured over the
top.

MRS. LOUIS Y. DAWSON, JR.’S
COFFEE PUNCH
Recipe from Charleston Receipts,
America’s Oldest Junior League
Cookbook in Print,
a Cookbook by The Junior League of
Charleston, Inc.
1 gallon strong coffee
1 quart cream
2 quarts vanilla ice cream
5 teaspoons vanilla
5 tablespoons sugar
Chill coffee. Whip cream; add sug-
ar and vanilla. Place ice cream and
whipped cream in punch bowl and pour
coffee over it. Mix well before serving.
(If using block ice cream, slice it into
thin slices before placing in the punch
bowl.) 50-60 servings.

Flood: Residents had no electricity for one week until Oct. 19
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“So long

term, we is, has never happened be-

hood, about 20 of us went

ager, emailed the propos-

According to Moore

of Wekiva Village along
Piedmont Wekiwa Road.
Overflow run into neigh-
borhoods in the low-lying
areas such as Wekiva Vil-
lage, Mayor Bryan Nelson
explained to residents at the
October 16 meeting.

Government officials
including city commission-
ers, Orange County offi-
cials, Nelson, and Orange
County District 2 Commis-
sioner Christine Moore vis-
ited Wekiva Village to see
the damages caused by the
flooding, it was revealed at
the meeting.

“We just kind of in-
serted ourselves into the
meeting. There was a sec-
tion on hurricane prepared-
ness,” Wekiva Village resi-
dent Amber Barrick said in
a Wednesday, October 23,
interview with The Apop-
ka Chief. “So we just got
up there and I looked at
the mayor and the commis-
sioners because apparent-
ly only one of the commis-
sioners had been briefed
on this by Mayor Nelson.
(City Commissioner) Di-
ane Velazquez found out
from the news the night be-
fore; no one was really tak-
ing ownership. I just said,
‘If this was your neighbor-
hood or your backyard, this
would’ve been taken care
of.” I said, but I feel like I
live in a third world coun-
try because you’re telling
me you don’t know what to
do about the situation, and
you can’t tell me when my
power’s going to be back
on. Some of us work from
home. I have a toddler.
You know, it was just very,
it was honestly degrad-
ing. I’'m a tax paying citi-
zen, and you can’t help me.
These are the people that
should be able to help me.”

need solutions. This isn’t
going away anytime soon.
I mean, it’s a mess. It’s day
by day because one of the
pumps gave out last night
(Tuesday, October 22) that
the city was using to keep
water out of the street, and
so it started to slowly cover
those power boxes again,”
Barrick said. “Thankfully,
they got out here in time
and our neighborhood.
We’re so grateful to the city
employees. They’re fantas-
tic, they’re on the ball.

“But their leader, our
mayor (Bryan Nelson) is
just here for photo ops. He
would not listen. Orange
County allegedly gave
him an emergency plan
last Wednesday. When we
asked him about it at the
(October 16) Council meet-
ing, he said he didn’t have
answers for us, but then
wants to come out here for
a photo op when everybody
else is saving the day. So
unfortunately, it’s become a
political issue.”

In an email to The
Apopka Chief, Nelson said
that Milton brought 12
inches of rain, which makes
it a 100-year flood event. A
100-year flood is a flood so
serious it has a one percent
chance of happening in any
year.

A timeline of events
Hurricane Milton was
the first hurricane that
Wekiva Village knew of
in which the flooding hap-
pened the way it did.
“After the hurricane,
we never lost power; it was
just minor damage, yard
cleanup. We thought ev-
erything was normal. Then
on the evening of the 10th
(of October), we noticed
the water was starting to
rise from the pond, which

fore. In the five years I've
lived here, it’s never flood-
ed the street. It was starting
to flood our street and sub-
merge our power boxes,’
Barrick said.

On October 11 at sun-
rise, Barrick discovered
how much the water had in-
creased in the front yard to
the point where “I noticed
that our backyard was kind
of like starting to become
one with the retention pond
behind us.”

Although she and her
neighbors didn’t know
what was happening yet,
they gathered sandbags and
tarp to and laid down tarp
in everyone’s backyard and
around sections like air
conditioning units.

Wekiva Village resi-
dents gained an inch of wa-
ter per hour on Friday, Oc-
tober 11. That evening, the
state emergency response
team showed up and they
had Duke Energy turn the
residents’ power off.

Many Wekiva Vil-
lage residents were with-
out power from October
11 through Saturday, Oc-
tober 19, when Duke Ener-
gy turned it back on. In the
meantime, residents con-
tacted Orange County and
city of Apopka officials for
solutions. When residents
weren’t getting any an-
swers, Barrick decided to
reach out to news outlets to
drum up attention.

“We really didn’t
start getting answers un-
til the county called me
back Wednesday morn-
ing the 16th,” Barrick said.
“But that’s because Chan-
nel Nine had aired a special
and reached out to them the
night before. So more news
agencies started picking it
up, but we really didn’t see
action until our neighbor-

to the city council meeting
on the 16th and demanded
answers.”

City crew began pump-
ing floodwater into trucks
on October 17.

“There were some
scares a couple of times
when the generator stopped
working for the lift station
and things like that,” Bar-
rick said.

Neighbors thought the
sewage would back up into
their homes, but that didn’t
happen, Barrick added.

Barrick mentioned
concerns about the flood-
water could be sitting un-
der the homes’ foundations,
which could not only im-
pact their homes but also
their property values.

Barrick and her fami-
ly had to stay with her par-
ents from October 11 to 19
because of the flooding and
no electricity. Her neigh-
bors stayed with their fam-
ily too. The neighbors that
didn’t have family had to
stay at home.

Wekiva Village res-
idents tried to apply for
FEMA assistance. FEMA
agents spoke with them this
past Tuesday. Barrick said
nobody may qualify for
FEMA assistance because
there wasn’t much dam-
age to their homes, only
the outside, which belongs
to the homeowners associ-
ation.

County emergency pro-
posal

Orange County sent an
emergency proposal to the
city of Apopka on the af-
ternoon of Wednesday, Oc-
tober 16, before that eve-
ning’s City Council meet-
ing.

Michael Drozeck,
Orange County Public
Works stormwater man-

al, which recommended a
short-term solution of set-
ting up what’s called a Ti-
ger Dam. This consists of
flexible tubes that can be
connected, stacked, and
filled with water. This is
created as a barrier to hold
the water back.

According to an email
from Jen Gilliam, city of
Apopka Public Services
MS4 administrator, “The
temporary measures tak-
en to address the flooding
in this area began with the
immediate source of wa-
ter at Lake Piedmont that
was overflowing into Pied-
mont Wekiwa Rd. The Or-
ange County stormwa-
ter system that was intak-
ing Lake Piedmont’s over-
flow was blocked up by the
City and County. Orange
County also implemented
a berm above the storm-
water inlet to block Lake
Piedmont from further dis-
charges. The Orange Coun-
ty pond that received Lake
Piedmont’s water was over-
flowing into the Wetland to
the Northwest of Wekiva
Village, which eventually
rose into the Wekiva Vil-
lage Community. The Or-
ange County pond berm
was built up by City staff to
reduce the water discharges
into the Wetland. The Tiger
Dam was then installed via
contractor on the West side
of the Wekiva Village Com-
munity to hold back the
water off the roadway and
away from residences. The
community’s pond is also
under water and backing up
into the community on the
dry side of the dam. Their
stormwater structures were
temporarily blocked up but
are going to be plugged at
the pond to reduce any fur-
ther backflow into the com-
munity.”

in a Tuesday, October 22
interview, the proposal
doesn’t state the cost of the
Tiger Dam, but the city of
Apopka will have to pay
for it because it’s within the
city, but it should get re-
imbursed from the federal
government, Moore said.
What’s more, the applica-
tion must go through Or-
ange County Emergency
Management, she added.

The Tiger Dam was set
up on Friday and Saturday,
October 18-19.

City crew members
have been pumping wa-
ter overflow multiple times
daily, according to Barrick.

“We emphasize with
the situation that the Weki-
va Village residents are go-
ing through but this is a nat-
ural occurrence, which im-
pacted a gated community.
Following the advisement
of senior leadership, staff is
doing all we can to alleviate
the situation,” Deodat Bud-
hu, city of Apopka Public
Services director, said in an
email to The Apopka Chief.

The Tiger Dam has
been keeping water out of
Barrick’s house, but other
than that, the city could do
nothing with the floodwater
unless the levels of the ar-
ea’s larger bodies of water
go down and the excess wa-
ter could be moved some-
where else, Barrick said.

Electricity restored

The shut-off electrici-
ty at Wekiva Village, which
impacted about 10 custom-
ers, was restored on Satur-
day, October 19.

One transformer was
impacted by the rising wa-
ters, hence its shut off.
Duke Energy worked with
customers and local offi-

See FLOOD Page 12A
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cers to deenergize the trans-
former. Duke Energy wait-
ed for the water to recede
by doing daily checks.

On October 19, Duke
Energy found the water
had receded enough to re-

energize the transformer,
according to Duke Energy
spokeswoman Ana Gibbs
on Tuesday, October 22.
Moore said she con-
tacted Duke Energy on
October 22 for a quote for
moving their electrical box-
es to a permanent spot lo-

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Famaily Practice & Internal Medicine

* Most Insurance Accepted

* On-Site X-Ray Lab

* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
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Flood: Lakes in S.R. 436 /Piedmont area have overflowed for years

cated on higher ground,
saying she has yet to get
this information from them.

Long-term solutions

As for long-term so-
lutions to minimize or pre-
vent the Piedmont-Wekiwa
Road flooding from hap-
pening again, there are a
few options.

“The permanent solu-
tion is to take excess water
off Border Lake, Piedmont
Lake, Lake Page and Lake
Ruden, I guess,” said Nel-
son in an October 23 inter-
view.

As for installing ex-
tra retention ponds in the
area to catch the overflow,

“there would be way more
water than an extra pond
could handle,” the mayor
said.

As for a permanent so-
lution to prevent or at least
lessen flooding in the Pied-
mont-Wekiwa Road area,
“The City of Apopka is
evaluating a regional solu-
tion to the high-water el-
evations in the area,” Gil-
liam’s email said.

Commissioner Moore
favors approaching  St.
Johns River Water Man-
agement about Border Lake
and asking them to recon-
sider how local agencies
treat the water and having a
drain into the Border Lake

aquifer.

“None of this is cheap,
but Border Lake is clear-
ly the biggest problem be-
cause you saw how it flood-
ed (U.S.) 436. It was flood-
ing Cortez and my neigh-
borhood over there. It’s
flooded out Lumen, and
a lot of this water into the
shopping center was also
from Border,” she said.
“And then you could see
how far this water traveled,
you know? So, I favor that
solution, but we’re at the
mercy of St. Johns River
Water Management.”

Another  permanent
solution may have to be
to create another pond at

Piedmont Plaza to allevi-
ate Lake Ruden of the over-
flow.

“Of course, I'm not
the engineer, but either the
back of the shopping center
or potentially there’s some
property across the street.
They’d have to do an inlet
and a pipe under the road
and let the engineers fix
it all, which is the cheap-
est and easiest. But the an-
swer would be they need
more storage in the shop-
ping center.

“It’s a big problem,”
Moore said. “I don’t think
we can keep kicking that
can down the road.”

Need to send or
receive a FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e Our sauces are made fresh daily
¢ The house salad dressing is made from scratch
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TODAY!
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CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZ1LE CAN BE
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