
By Kennedy Jackson
Special to the Chief

The St. Paul AME Church 
Social Action Committee, under 
Senior Pastor Gerard Moss, Sr., 
held a Voter Education Forum 
for Central Florida voters seek-
ing information about the issues 
and proposed six amendments in 
preparation for the November 5 
general election. 

Held on Sunday, September 
29, at the church, the event also 
provided voters with valuable 
insights on how to access infor-
mation about election issues and 

candidates, with a focus on fos-
tering informed voting practices.

The forum featured a key 
panel discussion moderated by 
Central Florida trial attorney 
and co-host of the weekly pod-
cast “Let’s Talk Nation” Gregory 
Jackson. Jackson provided an in-
depth breakdown of the six pro-
posed constitutional amendments 
that will appear on the November 
ballot. These amendments cover 
important topics such as poten-
tial partisan school board, public 
campaign financing, and proper-
ty tax rates. However, the topics 
garnering the most attention were 

recreational marijuana and abor-
tion rights. 

Jackson emphasized the role 
of the forum in empowering vot-
ers to make informed decisions. 

“My role here today is to 
provide you with the information 
to help you be better prepared to 
vote. I am not here to tell you how 
or what to vote for,” Jackson said. 

Participants from all political 
affiliations were invited to attend. 
The forum drew representatives 
from the Orange County Super-
visor of Elections office, Demo-
cratic Women’s Club, Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, and Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity. The League of 
Women Voters was also present 
and assisted attendees with voter 
registration on-site.

Bobby Scott, chair of the St. 
Paul AME Social Action Com-
mittee, reminded attendees of the 
power of voting. 

“Voting is the second great-
est power we have; prayer is the 
first,” he said, stressing the im-
portance of both spiritual and civ-
ic responsibility,” Scott said. 

One of the event’s central 
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The Apopka City 
Council approved, 5-0 as a 
its consent agenda item on 
Wednesday, October 2, to 
transfer ownership of a por-
tion of Binion Road from 
Orange County to the city 
of Apopka and authorize 
the mayor to sign and ex-
ecute the interlocal agree-
ment. 

The section being 
transferred from county to 
city was from Areca Palm 
Drive to Hayden Valley 
Street. 

The City Council vot-
ed at its Wednesday, Octo-

ber 2, regular meeting. 
At its June 9 meeting, 

the City Council approved 
the interlocal agreement 
for transferring the section 
of Binion Road, from Are-
ca Palm Drive to Hayden 
Valley Street, from Orange 
County to the city. 

After city approval, 
Orange County asked for 
changes to the interlocal 
agreement that the Orange 
County Board of County 
Commissioners approved  
on September 10. Because 
of the amendment to the 
interlocal agreement, the 
agreement must be brought 

See CITY Page 5A

City Council approves 
interlocal agreement The city of Apopka 

announced that Sawyer 
Brown has made the dif-
ficult decision to cancel 
their performance at the 
upcoming Apopka Proud 
Concert on Saturday, Oc-
tober 5, due to unexpected 
health concerns. Sawyer 
Brown’s performance will 
not be rescheduled.

Because of the short 
timeframe, the city an-
nounced it was unable to 
secure a replacement co-
headliner for the Apopka 
Proud Concert.

John Anderson, 
Apopka native and recent 
inductee into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame, will 
be the sole headliner at the 

Apopka Proud Concert. 
Joining him will be open-
ing act, country music art-
ist Dallas Tyler. 

Tickets purchased for 
the original show will be 
valid at the event with the 

new co-headliner. People 
seeking a refund may visit 
Eventbrite.com to request 
a refund. Eventbrite is 
working to refund all ticket 
buyers that have requested 
one via the original meth-

od of payment.
For information on 

future events, follow the 
Apopka Amphitheater on 
Facebook at Facebook.
com/ApopkaAmphithe-
ater.

Sawyer Brown cancels performance

Hispanic heritage celebrated

The third annual Apopka Hispanic Heritage Celebration marked Hispanic Heritage Month on Saturday, 
September 28, at Kit Land Nelson Park. The event included Hispanic music and dancers, food, and com-
munity groups. In the left photo, the Orlando-based Raymi Dance School performs a traditional Peruvian 
dance wearing authentic cultural costumes from Cusco, Peru. In the right photo, Ybeth Bruzual, Spectrum 
News 13 personality, makes a special appearance and speaks to the crowd.

Photo by Gregory Jackson 

Bobby Scott, chair of the St. 
Paul AME Social Action Com-
mittee, speaks at the Septem-
ber 29 Voter Education Forum.

St. Paul AME Church hosts Voter Education Forum

A developer closed on 
a $3.75-million loan for a 
mixed-use development 
project that will offer direct 
access to S.R. 429 in the 
northwestern corner of the 
Apopka area.

Kennedy Funding, an 
Englewood, N.J., based 
direct private lender, an-
nounced in a news release 
the closing of the $3.75-mil-
lion loan to Apopka Two 
Holdings, LLC, according 
to a press release from Ken-

Mixed-
use project 
coming to 
S.R. 429 

See PROJECT Page 8A

Rock Your School at Kelly Park

On Friday, September 27, Kelly Park School amped up learning with the annual Rock Your School pep ral-
ly (pictured) and innovative classroom lessons. As part of the Get Your Teach On movement founded by 
Hope and Wade King, Rock Your School joins educators from around the world by creating an outside-
the-box educational experience designed to engage students and bring learning to life in classrooms. 

On Wednesday, October 2, The Apopka City Council 
voted 5-0, as a consent agenda item, to award a $5.1 mil-
lion contract to a contractor for a water reclamation facil-
ity expansion project at the Northwest Recreation Center. 

The contract will go to L7 Construction Inc., in the 
amount of $4.637 million and includes a 10-percent con-
tingency of $463,700, for a total of $5.1 million. 

L7 Construction was the lowest of three contractors 
that submitted bids, according to the City Council staff re-
port in the October 2 meeting agenda. 

The Finance Department received electronic bids on 
April 7 with the inquiry deadline of July 9 and an ebid sub-
mittal deadline of August 12 at 2 p.m. There were 1,712 
notified users; 2,493 project views; and 67 vendors who 
followed the project. 

The project is located at the Northwest Recreation 
Center and water treatment plant near Jason Dwelley Park-

Contract awarded for 
expansion of water 
reclamation facility

See CONTRACT Page 5A

See FORUM Page 6A



Do I need to tell you 
that northwest Orange 
County is and will be fac-
ing significant transporta-
tion mobility challenges in 
the coming years? Probably 
not – you are stuck in the 
traffic on a daily basis. De-
mand for roadways is ex-
ceeding the capacity of ex-
isting facilities.

Recognizing the im-
portance of a transportation 
system which can support 
future growth while also 
preserving the character of 
our communities is a must. 
A few years ago, I kept 
hearing comments at the 

Apopka City Council meet-
ings to the effect that all of 
Apopka’s transportation 
problems were the county’s 
fault. Of course, I didn’t 
like hearing this, nor did I 
believe it to be true.

Thus, I sent top staff 
to meet with the city staff 

to hammer out an agree-
ment to fix our roads with 
the City of Apopka. Com-
pounding the ability to ne-
gotiate effectively by either 
party is the lack of dedicat-
ed transportation funding 
sources. Thus, it was prob-
ably easier to blame the 
other than to really solve 
the problem with limited 
resources available.

I was not happy with 
the outcome of the joint 
meeting. Thus, after the 
fact, I advocated for the 
county to pick up 100 per-

The definition of a co-
nundrum is, “something 
that is puzzling or confus-
ing.” 

As I study a few of 
the Socialist Conundrums 
of our nation (there are 
many), I am absolutely 
confounded by the fol-
lowing thoughts of fools: 
America is capitalist and 
greedy, yet half of the pop-
ulation is subsidized. Half 
of the population is subsi-
dized, yet they think they 
are victims. They think 
they are victims, but their 
representatives run the gov-

ernment. Their representa-
tives run the government, 
yet the poor keep getting 
poorer. The poor keep get-
ting poorer, yet they have 
things that people in oth-
er countries only dream 
about. They have things 

that people in other coun-
tries only dream about, yet 
they want America to be 
more like those other coun-
tries.

 This pretty much de-
scribes the USA in the 
21st Century. It is interest-
ing that politicians always 
talk about Social Security 
running out of money, but 
we never hear about wel-
fare, food stamps, or subsi-
dized housing running out 
of money, and the kicker is, 
the first group worked for 
their money, and the sec-
ond did not! 

See why I am con-
fused? Many services for 
our veterans are having 
their funding cut, no pay 
raises for our military and 
the number of active armed 
forces is being reduced to 
a level lower than before 
WWII, but the illegal aliens 
are still receiving funding 
by the billions. It is time for 
an overhaul!! 

What has been grind-
ing the United States of 
America to dust under the 
heel of Socialism, which 
in turn prepares us to ac-
cept Communism, are the 

lies and deceitful practic-
es of this administration, 
fueled by the billionaire 
globalists like Bill Gates, 
George Soros, and a mul-
titude of others who would 
allow our children to starve 
to achieve their goal of a 
one world government over 
which they would rule. 

One thing stands in 
their way: those who love 
the USA, and the Constitu-
tion she stands on. Thank 
GOD for Patriots that will 
stand and fight for the 
rights and privileges we 
still have. President Donald 

Trump and J.D. Vance are 
standing between We the 
People, and the deep sewer 
we call Washington, D.C. 

One of the world’s 
greatest thinkers, inven-
tors, and entrepreneurs, 
Elon Musk has given his 
endorsement to President 
Donald Trump and J.D. 
Vance because he has scru-
tinized the abilities, the 
strength, and the love for 
our nation, and its people 
these two have encouraged, 
and he found them capable 

Do you remember 
what our schools used to 
look like? 

I do.
My daughters attend-

ed Clay Springs Elemen-
tary before it was rebuilt 
with the half-cent sales tax 
money. The old school was 
made up of one main build-
ing that housed the offices 
and cafeteria. 

All of the classrooms 
were portable-type build-
ings with covered outdoor 
walkways. With all the 
classrooms accessible from 
the outside, it was not se-
cure from outside threats 
and severe weather would 
make for really wet chil-
dren.

Frankly, I don’t want 
to get to the point where 
our children’s safety and 
health are in jeopardy be-
cause we don’t have fund-
ing to improve and update 

our schools.
This Election Day, 

November 5, the Orange 
County School Board is 
asking voters whether to 
continue the current half-
cent sales tax for school 
construction and renova-
tion for another 10 years.

Prior to the half-cent 
sales tax in 2002, many of 
Orange County’s public 
schools were outdated and 
in disrepair. 

For example, the av-
erage age of schools back 
then was 33 years and 

OCPS had more than 3,000 
portable classrooms be-
cause the district was un-
able to keep up with explo-
sive growth.

Since 2002, the sales 
tax has helped fund the 
renovation or replacement 
of 136 schools, reducing 
portables by 75 percent. 
The average age of OCPS 
schools is now 13 years! 

However, it is critical 
to maintain these newer fa-
cilities. For example, new 
schools built at the begin-
ning of the sales tax are 
now due for new roofs and 
other crucial systems like 
air conditioning. 

In fact, 75 of our 
schools will be at least 25 
years old in 10 years and 
will require an estimated 
$8.9 billion dollars to up-

Welfare programs are funded, but other programs are cut
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Being thankful calms 
anxiety.

Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
The Apopka Proud Concert will start 
at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, October 5, with 
John Anderson and Dallas Tyler at the 
Amphitheater, Northwest Recreation 
Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway. 
Sawyer Brown is unable to be a part of 
the concert due to illness. See www-
apopka.gov/events.
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Melissa Byrd

The following information is be-
ing presented as food for thought 
about Amendment 3: Legalizing 
Recreational Marijuana. The infor-
mation comes from https://ballot-
pedia.org/Florida_Amendment_3,_
Marijuana_Legalization_Initiative_
(2024). There is additional informa-
tion available on the website, as well 
as explanation of the footnotes.
Ballot summary

The proposed ballot summary is 
as follows:[1]

Allows adults 21 years or older 
to possess, purchase, or use mari-
juana products and marijuana ac-
cessories for non-medical personal 
consumption by smoking, ingestion, 
or otherwise; allows Medical Mari-
juana Treatment Centers, and oth-
er state licensed entities, to acquire, 
cultivate, process, manufacture, sell, 
and distribute such products and ac-
cessories. Applies to Florida law; 
does not change, or immunize viola-
tions of federal law. Establishes pos-
session limits for personal use. Al-
lows consistent legislation. Defines 
terms. Provides effective date.
Who is supporting and opposing 
this initiative?

Smart and Safe Florida is spon-
soring the initiative. The campaign 
reported $61.28 million in contri-
butions. Trulieve, a marijuana dis-
pensary company that owns medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries in Flor-
ida, is the main contributor.[2] Smart 
& Safe Florida said, “The indus-
try is sustainable and growing. In 
2020, when the state lost more than 
400,000 jobs, Florida’s cannabis in-
dustry added 15,000 employees. ... 
Tax revenues from the legal can-
nabis industry for federal and state 
governments are projected to reach 
$4.06 billion in 2025, according to 
New Frontier data. ... There is no ev-
idence that legalizing marijuana for 
medical or recreational use at the 
state level, as 37 states already have 
done, has boosted underage con-
sumption from the regulated market-
place. The continued black market 
sale of marijuana perpetuates a cul-
ture of criminality.

If adult-use cannabis is legal-
ized, Florida users will have ac-
countability, transparency, and reg-

ulations in place to ensure products 
are not laced with or contain poten-
tially deadly chemicals.”[3]

Opposition to passing the amend-
ment

Vote No on 3. Floridians 
Against Recreational Marijuana, and 
the Florida Freedom Fund registered 
to oppose the initiative. Together, 
the committees reported $125,200 
in contributions. The Florida Free-
dom Fund was created by Florida 
Governor Ron DeSantis (R) to op-
pose the marijuana initiative as well 
as the abortion initiative. DeSantis 
said, “[The initiatives] are very, very 
extreme. Once voters figure out how 
radical both of those are, they’re go-
ing to fail. It’s basically a license to 
have it anywhere you want. So ... no 
time, place and manner restrictions. 
This state will start to smell like 
marijuana in our cities and towns.
Financial impact statement

The financial impact statement 
as written by the Florida Financial 
Impact Estimating Conference is as 
follows:[11] 

Adult Personal Use of Mari-
juana – 22-05 (assigned initiative 
number):

The amendment’s financial im-
pact primarily comes from expect-
ed sales tax collections. If legal to-
day, sales of non-medical marijua-
na would be subject to sales tax and 
would remain so if voters approve 
this amendment. Based on other 
states’ experiences, expected re-
tail sales of non-medical marijuana 
would generate at least $195.6 mil-
lion annually in state and local sales 
tax revenues once the retail market is 
fully operational, although the tim-
ing of this occurring is unclear. Un-
der current law, the existing statu-
tory framework for medical mari-
juana is repealed six months after 
the effective date of this amendment 
which affects how this amendment 
will be implemented. A new regula-
tory structure for both medical and 
nonmedical use of marijuana will 
be needed. Its design cannot be ful-
ly known until the legislature acts; 
however, regulatory costs will prob-
ably be offset by regulatory fees. 
Other potential costs and savings 
cannot be predicted.

Amendment 3 may present 
more problems than it legalizes
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The City of Apopka regretfully announces that 
Sawyer Brown has made the difficult decision to can-
cel their performance at the upcoming Apopka Proud 
Concert on October 5 due to unexpected health con-
cerns. Unfortunately, Sawyer Brown’s performance 
will not be rescheduled.   

Tickets purchased for the original show will be 
valid at the event with John Anderson and Dallas Ty-
ler . If you would like to receive a refund, please vis-
it Eventbrite.com and request your refund. The city is 
working to refund all ticket buyers that have requested 
one via the original method of payment.

The city appreciate your understanding and con-
tinued support. The Apopka Proud Concert remains 
dedicated to delivering a memorable experience.

The city hopes to see you at the Apopka Proud 
Concert in the Amphitheater, Northwest Recreation 
Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway. Begins at 

5:30 p.m.

City of Apopka Announces 
Lineup Change for the 

2024 Apopka Proud Concert 
presented by MullinaxFord

Growing up in the 
countryside of Manatí, 
Puerto Rico, Dr. Omayra 
Mansfield, chief medical 
officer at AdventHealth 
Apopka, fondly recalls the 
simple joys of her child-
hood—climbing trees, run-
ning through fields, and en-
joying “Quenepas,” also 
known as Spanish limes, 
with her two sisters. 

Her father’s career in 
the Army took the family 
across the United States, 
providing them with oppor-
tunities to meet many dif-
ferent people. 

“I have tender mem-
ories of growing up with 
my sisters in Puerto Rico. 
When we moved to the 
United States, we often 
traveled back to the island 
to visit family. Those trips 
were filled with adventure, 
enjoying the foods and cus-
toms of our culture, and 
family time,” Mansfield re-
called.

Her parents fostered in 
them a love for reading and 
curiosity about the world.  
“My parents wanted us to 
explore the world. They 
encouraged us to read and 
travel,” she says.

Mansfield credits her 
family for inspiring in her 
a curiosity and purpose-
driven approach to life. 
She pursued a career in 
medicine, eventually find-

ing her calling as an emer-
gency medicine physician 
in Florida. In 2020, Mans-
field joined the leadership 
at AdventHealth Apopka, 
unaware that her first year 
as a hospital leader would 
coincide with a global pan-
demic. This unprecedent-
ed situation required her 
to build trust and provide 
sound guidance to the more 
than 750 team members at 
the campus.

“I was hired as the 
chief medical officer at Ad-
ventHealth Apopka in Feb-
ruary 2020, not knowing 
what was about to happen 
in the world. The first few 
months were tough,” she 
recalls.

Mansfield is the co-au-
thor of “The Trust Transfor-
mation,” an evidence-based 
training program devel-
oped at AdventHealth dur-
ing the challenging times of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The book encapsulates the 
power and principles of in-
terpersonal trust, offering a 
deep dive into the four at-
tributes of transformational 
trust: Trustworthy, Authen-
ticity, Dependability and 
Influence. It provides guid-
ing principles to cultivate 
trust in every aspect of life, 
whether personal or profes-
sional.

Doctor co-authors book aimed at 
transforming lives and beyond

Dr. Omayra Mansfield, chief medical officer at Advent- 
Health Apopka, sits with her new book “The Trust 
Transformation,” available November 5. 

See BOOK Page 8A Event Details at www.FallFamilyFestival.com
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and committed. 
Even RFK (Robert F. 

Kennedy, Dem.) endorsed 
President Trump. The 
Democratic Party is not the 
same party of his late uncle, 
President John F. Kenne-
dy. Somewhere that party 
was high jacked by a liber-
al, socialist group of people 
looking to dominate rather 
than serve. 

We have been given 
the privilege, and the re-
sponsibility to choose the 
people who will do what is 
necessary to right our na-
tion and protect our popu-
lace according to the vows 
they take when entering of-
fice. 

Vote your choice, BUT 

VOTE!! 
I would like to ad-

dress an unintentional lack 
of clarity on my part for 
which I apologize. 

While writing about 
schools that have banned 
Bibles and have allowed 
other things to go on, one 
of our readers made valid 
arguments about Florida’s 
Legislative Amendments 
that have supported the Bi-
ble, a time of reverence, 
and other religious activi-
ties. 

When I write of those 
things, I am speaking about 
our nation in general terms, 
not specifically Florida. 

When I use the term 
“our” schools, I am speak-
ing of American schools. 
Utah is a good example of 

Bible banning. 
As far as our Constitu-

tion goes, this administra-
tion has no problem with 
ignoring it when it gets in 
their way. 

Our Supreme Court 
stated it was unconstitu-
tional to expect taxpayers 
to pay for student loans, 
but the administration went 
ahead. Amendments to our 
Constitution are wonder-
ful, but only to those that 
recognize them and follow 
the law. To the lawbreak-
ers, rules are made to be 
broken. 

Thank you for allow-
ing me to “eat crow,” and 
making me more aware of 
my failure to communicate 
clearly.

What a conundrum!!

Continued from page 2A
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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date. Without continuation 
of the half-cent sales tax, 
the district will be short $4 
billion for construction and 
maintenance needs.

More than 50 percent 
of our sales tax revenue is 
paid by tourists and non-
residents, not by Orange 
County residents. 

Additionally, for every 
dollar invested in our build-
ing program, the impact to 
the Central Florida econo-
my is nearly double. 

Since 2010, OCPS has 
spent $2.6 billion on school 
construction, but the total 

impact to the economy has 
been $4.1 billion. On aver-
age these projects have cre-
ated or maintained 1,850 
jobs per year.

It is also important for 
citizens to know that sales 
tax referendums by school 
districts are required to be 
used for capital needs only. 
These funds cannot be used 
for operational costs, like 
salaries. 

This important issue 
is the last item on the No-
vember ballot. The Novem-
ber ballot will be a long one 
with several questions for 
voters at the end. Please 
don’t forget to answer this 

important question at the 
very end of your ballot!

A ‘for’ vote would 
continue an existing, cru-
cial source of funding for 
school construction, reno-
vation, and technology, in-
cluding improvements for 
safety and security. 

A vote ‘against’ would 
delay needed new campus-
es, put off necessary repairs 
to existing schools and re-
turn OCPS to a greater re-
liance on portable class-
rooms.

For additional infor-
mation, I encourage you to 
visit youdecide.ocps.net.

Byrd: Vote for the half-cent sales tax 

cent of the cost of a trans-
portation study. I’m happy 
to say after significant ad-
vocacy, scoping the project, 
and a lengthy procurement 
process to hire a vendor, 
Orange County Govern-
ment has hired VHB, Inc. 
They will conduct a thor-
ough, area-wide long-range 
transportation study. 

The study is the first 
step to determine needs and 
assess which entity is re-
sponsible for costs. Please 

be aware, we will still 
be searching for various 
sources of funding to com-
plete any recommended 
projects.

The planning process 
will include a significant 
public involvement plan 
which will inform and in-
volve the citizens of the 
county and city. Appropri-
ate state and local agen-
cies, elected officials, and 
all community stakeholders 
will be invited to partici-
pate. The agency will con-
duct up to 10 small group 

meetings with interested 
organizations. 

My office will provide 
an initial list of potential at-
tendees and participants. 
We will also notify the pub-
lic of these meetings.

The consultant will 
also prepare and distrib-
ute five editions of project 
newsletters. These news-
letters will be prepared in 
English and Spanish. 

They will also create 
an internet website for the 
transportation study. The 
final documents and plans 

will be presented for ap-
proval to the full Board of 
County Commissioners at a 
public hearing. Public hear-
ings also allow for input 
from community residents.

The deliverables are 
quite technical, so I won’t 
report on these character-
istics. 

Nevertheless, the anal-
ysis of future traffic con-
ditions will provide “no-
build scenarios” and “build 
scenarios” which include 
all available cost feasi-
ble roadway improvement 

projects. It will also recom-
mend any transit improve-
ments such as bus service 
expansion and more transit-
friendly development. The 
study will recommend new 
roadways or roadway ex-
tensions, roadway widen-
ing, parallel facilities, and 
potential realignments.

Based on the assess-
ment of future conditions 
among the different sce-
narios, the consultant will 
identify capacity problems, 
deficiencies, and issues to 
determine the transporta-

tion-related changes and 
needs within the study area. 
And lastly, the consultant 
will develop a methodol-
ogy to determine the roles 
and responsibilities by ju-
risdiction for future infra-
structure capacity improve-
ments for all roadway seg-
ments and intersections 
within the study area.

I’m happy this process 
has finally begun. I hope 
you will join me at one of 
the facilitated community 
meetings.

Hayden: US needs a protector

Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

AMENDMENT TO APOPKA LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 beginning at 5:30 P.M., 
or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 
3075 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
October 16, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. AND Wednesday, November 6, 
2024 at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Text Amendment can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

October 4, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka proposes to amend the 
Land Development Code of the City of Apopka, Florida in accordance 
with Florida Statutes 166.0413(3)(c) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, 
Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), to 
revise sections of said Land Development Code as specifi ed within 
the Ordinance title and within Ordinance Number 3075. 

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

ORDINANCE NO. 3075
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA BY AMENDING PART III – LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; ARTICLE 
4 – USE REGULATIONS, SECTION 4.2 PRINCIPAL USES, TABLE 
4.2.2.C. PRINCIPAL USE TABLE TO PERMIT RECREATION FACILITY, 
OUTDOOR AS A PERMITTED USE IN THE C-COR (CORRIDOR COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT) AND MU-D (MIXED-USE DOWNTOWN) ZONING DISTRICTS; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

 In support of recent 
Florida Legislation, the 
Orange County Clerk of 
Courts along with Court 
Clerks statewide have im-
plemented a “Hope Card” 
Program to assist people 
affected by domestic vio-
lence and abuse. 
 This new program of-
fers individuals who have 
been issued a final injunc-
tion for protection the op-
portunity to apply for a 
free, standardized “Hope 
Card” that can be used to 
verify with law enforce-
ment that they are covered 
by a protective court order.
 Through the Hope 
Card Program, a person 
who has been issued a final 

injunction for protection 
against domestic violence, 
stalking, repeat violence, 
sexual violence, dating vio-
lence, or abuse or exploita-
tion of an elderly person or 
disabled adult can apply for 
a free digital or wallet-sized 
Hope Card with the Clerk 
of Court where the petition 
was originally filed.
 “With the launch of the 
Hope Card Program, we 
are able to provide further 
peace of mind for those in 
our communities who have 
secured final injunctions 
for protection against vari-
ous forms of violence and 
abuse,” said Orange Coun-
ty Clerk of Courts Tiffany 
Moore Russell. 

 “This initiative en-
sures that individuals with 
protective court orders can 
easily and effectively com-
municate their status to law 
enforcement, ensuring im-
mediate verification and 
enhanced safety.”
 During the 2024 ses-
sion, the Florida Legisla-
ture passed CS/CS/CS/SB 
86 - Hope Cards for Per-
sons Issued Orders of Pro-
tection, sponsored by Sena-
tor Lauren Book and Rep-
resentative Mike Gottlieb, 
which required Clerks of 
Court to develop and im-
plement a Hope Card Pro-
gram in Florida, in consul-
tation with the Office of the 
Attorney General.

 Hope Cards will iden-
tify the name and birth date 
of the person protected by 
the court order, the name 
and birth date of the re-
spondent, and certain infor-
mation relating to the pro-
tective order such as the 
type and date the order ex-
pires.  
 Issued Hope Cards will 
be valid for two years or 
until the injunction expires, 
whichever occurs first, but 
may be renewed if the in-
junction remains in effect.
 If you have a final in-
junction for protection, go 
to www.myorangeclerk.
com for details on how to 
obtain a free Hope Card.

Hope Card program is launched to help 
assist people affected by domestic violence

Moore: Citizens will be informed and involved in planning process

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church, is present-
ing Recovery At The Hope 
(R.A.T.H.) Conference on 
Saturday, October 12, from 
8:30 a.m.-12 noon, at 927 
South Central Avenue. There 
will be a free breakfast at this 
free event.

The community is invit-
ed (youth, teens and adults) 
to come to hear information 
and testimonies from special 
guests as to how to prevent, 
identify, deal with and re-
solve addictions. 

An addiction is not al-
ways centered on drugs and 
alcohol. It can be anything 

keeping someone from de-
veloping a closer relationship 
with God. 

If you are not able to at-
tend, send someone that may 
need a listening ear or who 
may be experiencing anxi-
ety, depression, domestic vi-
olence, child abuse, or bul-
lying.

Hope is available. Call 
Rev. Alexander H. Smith, 
RATH Pastor at 407-721-
4759 or Dr. Yvonne Holm-
es, Ph.D., RN, Mental Health 
and Christian Counseling, 
407-579-1339 for more in-
formation and assistance. 

Recovery At The Hope 
Conference on Saturday, 
October 12, is a free event



The Apopka Chief, October 4, 2024, Page 5A

back to the City Council for 
approval, according to the 
staff report of the October 2 
City Council agenda. 

Unprecedented growth 
over the last few years, 
which has significantly im-
pacted available roadway 
capacity on both city and 
county roads including a 
portion of Binion Road that 
was county-owned, main-
tained, and operated, has 
led the city to pursue the in-
terlocal agreement, accord-
ing to the staff report. 

The city felt it was in 
its best interest to acquire 
the Areca Palm Drive to 
Hayden Valley Street sec-
tion of Binion Road to min-
imize time and costs of 

projects, according to the 
city staff report. 

New developments in 
the city have heavily im-
pacted the segment of Bin-
ion Road from Areca Palm 
Drive to Hayden Valley 
Street, including a planned 
installation of a new half 
interchange at Boy Scout 
Road yielded by a partner-
ship between Central Flori-
da Expressway and the city 
of Apopka.

Because of the proj-
ect’s complexity, it was de-
termined that limiting proj-
ect coordination and per-
mitting to one agency, the 
city of Apopka, was benefi-
cial to maintain the project 
schedule and costs, accord-
ing to the city staff report. 

Continued from page 1A

City: City growth is 
reason for agreement 

way. The project involves 
reclaimed water pipes, 
pumps, instrumentation 
and appurtenances. 

Tetra Tech is the pro-
fessional engineering con-
sultant under contract for 
the design and assistance 
with this project. 

The total construc-
tion cost exceeds the funds 
available in the FY2024 
budget, according to the 
staff report. 

The city finance staff 
will bring forth a bud-
get amendment at the 
next Council meeting, on 
Wednesday, October 16, 

Continued from page 1A

Contract: Total cost 
exceeds city funds

to cover the total estimated 
construction cost, upon ap-
proval, the city staff report 
says.

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

We only have 40-plus 
days until election day. Not 
a lot of time, but enough for 
people who care to do their 
due diligence; to learn what it’ll 
take to make educated deci-
sions. And the two top offices 
aren’t the only important ones. 
“Local” races always matter, 
because, conceivably, some-
one at the bottom has the po-
tential to work their way to the 
top. 

Political offices didn’t 
start out as life-time careers, 
but they have certainly be-
come that. The reasoning is 
that people who are not politi-
cally experienced need those 
who are, to show them how 
It’s done. The motivation in 
the beginning may have been 
good and right, a desire to 
serve “the people”, but in the 
end the motivation looks like 
nothing more than Ego, Greed 
and Corruption. Not everyone, 
of course, but far too many. So 
many, in fact, that we’re look-
ing more like a down-trodden 
third-world country than the 
America that was envisioned 
by our founders. I’ve heard 
many call our country an “ex-
periment”, clearly believing it to 
be one that’s failed. Not all that 
long ago, I would have pushed 
back on that idea, but …  

Do I think there’s ever 
been a perfectly functioning 
government in America, with 
our country’s “business” being 
conducted by purely honest, 
perfect people? Of course not, 
because Human beings are 
human … flawed, imperfect.  
But, it does seem that there 
were times when the goal was 
to try to do the right, honor-
able, noble thing … times 
when principles, character 

and reputation mattered … 
times when doing something 
shameful actually caused 
someone to feel shame … 
time when shame itself could 
motivate one to try to be better. 

It seems that we’ve be-
come a country, a people, 
where everything’s accept-
able, okay, as long as it serves 
our own purposes.  There’s a 
lot of talk about caring about 
doing what’s right, what’s right 
for our country, our people, 
but that’s all it is... a whole lot 
of talk, but not enough action. 
Wait! No, there actually is a 
lot of action, but it’s finger-
pointing action. It’s senseless 
action filled with animosity, 
rage, untruthfulness … action 
designed to bring about the 
most hurtful results for those 
being “ruled”. Actions based 
on throwing out what was 
and worked, in favor of the 
very thing conservative think-
ers aren’t allowed to mention: 
Revolution. Not the kind that 
won us our freedom from a 
king, a tyrant; Freedom to be-
come the great, unique coun-
try we’ve been for hundreds of 
years. Today’s revolution is an 
effort to change our culture, to 
deny our history, and destroy 
our traditions. 

Looking ahead to the 
possible consequences of our 
upcoming election, I guess 
the question that will be an-
swered is: whether lovers of 
Who we’ve been, What we’ve 
believed in, Who we may be-
come if we continue down 
the path we’ve let ourselves 
be placed on, will stand up 
against the current lead-
ers’ Marxist philosophy… or 
whether we’ll let everything 
we’ve believed in, everything 
we thought was true about us 
and our country, everything 
we’ve cared about as Ameri-
cans… be taken away without 
a whimper?

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

October 4, 2024
 Without a Whimper?

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson
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IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!
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June 23,24

If you haven’t no-
ticed, new construction 
subdivisions are pop-
ping up everywhere 
throughout the Apopka 
market. Currently, there 
are an equal number of 
new construction homes 
(single-family and town-
homes) as there are re-
sale home listings on the 
market; this is creating 
unique opportunities for 
home buyers. 

The Apopka and 
Central Florida real es-
tate market has con-
tinued to soften, and 
monthly sales levels 
have dropped again by 
8.6 percent as of the end 
of July. Inventory is con-
tinuing to rise, signaling 
more competition that’s 
requiring builders and 
resale sellers to get cre-
ative with pricing and in-
centives if they want to 
get their homes sold. In 
addition, interest rates 
are still at historical-
ly high levels and there 
is much uncertainty re-
garding our future econ-
omy with a looming elec-
tion. 

All of these fac-
tors have created tre-
mendous opportunity 
for any buyer comfort-
able enough to make 
the commitment to buy 
now, instead of wait-
ing for the market to im-
prove. “I’m seeing ex-
treme builder incen-
t ives, below-market 
loan interest rates, and 
$10,000.00 plus closing 
cost contributions, more 
than I’ve seen in years”, 
stated Joe Bornstein, 
Rock Springs Real-
ty Broker/Owner. In ad-
dition, Bornstein noted 
that many people are not 

aware of the dramatic 
change that has just tak-
en place in the real es-
tate industry where buy-
ers are now obligated to 
pay their own Realtor® 
fees. All of these factors 
offer a compelling rea-
son to explore the NEW 
construction option and 
be represented by an 
experienced Realtor® 
to guide you through the 
home-buying process. 

When you walk into 
a builder’s model home 
and are greeted by the 
salesperson, it’s impor-
tant to remember they 
work “FOR” the builder 
and have the builder’s 
best interest in mind, 
NOT YOURS! That 
salesperson is not go-
ing to fight to get you the 
lowest possible price, 
best terms, incentives 
and discounts available. 
The salesperson work-
ing for the builder makes 
an extra commission if 
you don’t utilize a Real-
tor®. The odds are tru-
ly stacked against you 
in this situation”, stat-
ed Bornstein. Bornstein 
also cautions any buy-
er considering new con-
struction to “never” go 
into a model home or 

community for the first 
time without your Real-
tor®. present. In most 
cases, the builder will 
register your directly and 
then “deny” to pay the 
Realtor®. commission if 
you should purchase a 
home in that communi-
ty. This common builder 
practice can add thou-
sands of dollars of extra 
cost to your purchase, 
while penalizing you for 
having independent rep-
resentation intended to 
protect your best interest 
when negotiating in the 
home buying process. 

The great news is 
that when you work with 
Rock Springs Real-
ty, they bring years of 
experience as a Buy-
er’s Agent in new con-
struction. So, never buy 
“WITHOUT” representa-
tion. 

So, if you’re looking 
to sell or buy anywhere 
in the Central Flori-
da area, you need the 
knowledge and experi-
ence of the seasoned 
team at Rock Springs 
Realty to guide you 
through all the complex-
ities of the real estate 
market. 

Voted one of the 

top real estate offices in 
Apopka for nine years in 
a row simply validates 
why they’re the profes-
sionals you can count on 
for making your dreams 
a reality. 

Rock Springs Real-
ty services include new 
home construction, lake-
front homes, golf and re-
sort communities resi-
dential selling agent, 
buying agent, luxury 
and vacation homes, in-
vestment properties, 
second home purchas-
es, condos, villas, and 
townhomes. Also, bank-
owned foreclosures, re-
locations, vacant land 
and lots, down payment 
assistance programs 
and consulting, along 
with a full range of com-
mercial real estate ser-
vices.   

Always delivering re-
sults, you can visit them 
at www.RockSprings-
Realty.com or call  toll 
free (877) 333-2811 to 
find out how they can 
assist you with your spe-
cific real estate needs 
in this rapidly changing 
market. “It’s all about re-
sults”, stated Bornstein.

Advertisement

NEW Home Construction is exploding in Apopka. But 
is it a better value for you than buying a resale home? 

Do you need a Realtor® when buying a brand-new home from a builder? 
“ABSOLUTELY” Visit www.RockSpringsRealty.com or call toll free at 877-333-
2811 today to learn how they can help with your real estate needs. Pictured above is 
Rock Springs Realty Broker/Owner Joe Bornstein, Realtors Dawna Hosier, Joanne 
Montchal, and Christine Nejame-Evans.

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777  
to find out about our Business Profile program.  

Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

Fri., Oct. 4, 2024 thru 
Sun., Oct. 6, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

JOKER: FOLIE à DEUX 
(R) 10:00A; 11:00A; 
12:00; 1:00; 2:30; 3:30; 
4:30; 6:00; 7:00; 8:00; 
9:30; 10:20 
THE WILD ROBOT (PG) 
10:10A; 11:10A; 1:10; 
1:50 3:50; 4:40; 6:30; 
7:20; 9:20 
BEETLEJUICE 
BEETLEJUICE (PG-13) 
10:20A; 1:20; 4:20; 7:10; 
10:00
SPEAK NO EVIL (R) 
10:30A; 1:40; 4:50; 7:40; 
10:30
TRANSFORMERS ONE 
(PG) 10:40A; 1:30; 4:10; 
6:50; 9:40
NEVER LET GO (R) 10:10

Send Us 
Your News

Phone: 
407-886-2777

Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com
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themes was the need to en-
gage a broader demograph-
ic of voters. Hew Pinto, a 
local community advocate, 
highlighted the gap in male 
voter turnout. 

“Right now, and for 
a long time, women have 
led the charge. Now is the 
time to focus on male vot-
ers who do not turn out to 
vote as much,” Pinto said. 

The forum concluded 
with a renewed commit-
ment from the community 
to take action and be well-
prepared for the November 
2024 elections. 

“The event has suc-
ceeded in equipping us with 
the tools necessary to be in-
formed, active participants 
in the democratic process,” 
attendee Ella Gilmore said. 

As the November elec-
tion approaches, St. Paul 

AME Church plans to hold 
additional events aimed at 
encouraging voter engage-
ment, continuing their mis-
sion of civic empowerment 
within the community. 

“St. Paul AME is not 
just a church in the commu-
nity, it’s the community’s 
church and will continue to 
stand ready to engage, in-
form and empower,” Pastor 
Moss stated.

Continued from page 1A

Forum: Church will hold more events leading up to Nov. 5

Pictured (l to r) are Phyllis Wilson, Hew Pinto and 
Sederia Ogden at the September 29 Voter Education 
Forum.

Photo by Gregory Jackson

The city will host Hal-
loween in the Park 2024 on 
Saturday, October 26, from 
10 a.m. to noon at Kit Land 
Nelson Park, 10 N. Forest 
Ave., Apopka. 

This is a free family-
friendly trick-or-treating 
event with activities, ven-
dors, and more. Children 
will get to trick or treat 
around the park, stopping at 
various vendor booths. 

Attendees should bring 
their own bags for trick-or-
treating. 

Visit Apopka.gov/Hal-
loween to learn more about 
Halloween in the Park. 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a vendor may 
fill out the city’s vendor in-
quiry form at Apopka.gov/
Halloween. Email Events@
apopka.net for more infor-
mation.

Halloween in the 
Park is October 26

Vicki Vargo
for Orange County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District 2

• Helped save Ben White Raceway, 
now known as Trotters Park, from 
development

• Serving on Board of Directors for 
Central Florida Fair for 24 years and 
counting

• Homestead in Wekiva River Water-
shed Basin for 35 years

• University of Florida Levin College 
of Law

• Raised on Lake Michigan and has 
profound respect for our natural 
resources

• Raised and worked on family-owned 
blueberry farm in Michigan, still in 
operation today

• University of South Florida Business 
Administration with an emphasis in 
Finance

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

Paid for and approved by Vicki Vargo for Orange County Soil & Water Conservation District 2

Committed to Conservation, Community, 
Agriculture and Waterways

  vickivargoforsoilandwater.comVickiVargoforSoilandWater

News that can affect you 
and your family

Get important news 
when it happens

Like us on 
Facebook

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit 
www.

TheApopkaChief
.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

News that can affect you 
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The Apopka Chief
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Call or Visit 
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TheApopkaChief
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400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
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See salesperson for details

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

See salesperson for details

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

SIMPLE
& EASY

AS:

SELL YOUR 
CAR WITH US
1     NO HASSLE
2    BEST APPRAISAL
3    OFFER GOOD
        FOR 7 DAYS OR
        300 MILES 

SIMPLE
& EASY

AS:

SELL YOUR 
CAR WITH US
1     NO HASSLE
2    BEST APPRAISAL
3    OFFER GOOD
        FOR 7 DAYS OR
        300 MILES 

WE JUST 
MOVED 
TO A

NEW 
LOCATION
COME SEE US!

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 12/13/24
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

WE JUST 
MOVED 
TO A

NEW 
LOCATION
COME SEE US!

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 12/13/24
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

Tell them you saw it in 
The Apopka Chief 

Got
EVENTS?
Publicize Them

Call The Apopka Chief at 
407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121, or 
email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms
www.theapopkachief.com
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
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gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé Positano
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WITHOUT BIG 
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just $20/month.
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Each year, we at Lake Apopka 
Natural Gas District (LANGD) look 
forward to Public Natural Gas Week as 
a time to celebrate the vital role natu-
ral gas plays in powering our commu-
nities. This Public Natural Gas Week, 
from Oct. 6-12, we are excited to share 
the immeasurable impact natural gas 
has played in our country while also re-
flecting on the strong relationships we 
have built with our customers over 65 
years of service. 

To express our gratitude, from Oct. 
1 through Oct. 31, 2024, the District 
will select two customers each week to 
win a $200 gift card. For your chance to 
win, simply tell us in thirty words or less 
why you choose natural gas for your 
home. Include your name, address, 
and phone number, and send your en-
try to PNGW2024Win@LANGD.org. 
If you are a winner, LANGD asks that 
you take a photo for our social media. 
Winners will be contacted by phone 
and asked to pick up their gift card from 
our main office at 1320 Winter Garden-
Vineland Road, Winter Garden with a 
photo ID.

So, why choose natural gas?
There are countless reasons to 

choose natural gas as your preferred 
energy source. For one, it is cost-effec-
tive. Last year, the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) announced that natural 
gas was 3.3 times more affordable than 
electricity and significantly less costly 
than several other residential energy 
sources. This incredible affordability al-
lows our customers to enjoy lower en-
ergy bills and continue contributing to 
our thriving local economy. 

Natural gas is also better for the en-
vironment than most realize. According 
to the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration, “Burning natural gas for ener-
gy results in fewer emissions of near-
ly all types of air pollutants and carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions than burning 

coal or petroleum products to produce 
an equal amount of energy.” There are 
also benefits when it comes to natural 
gas’s reliability, versatility, efficiency, 
and the list goes on. 

While the benefits of using natural 
gas are many, one of LANGD’s core 
strengths lies in our unique relationship 
with our community.

As a public natural gas system, 
LANGD answers to you, the customer. 
Being a not-for-profit entity allows us to 
focus entirely on your satisfaction and 
the quality of our services, and over the 
last six decades, the District has made 
it our mission to provide safe, reliable, 
and cost-effective natural gas to our 
neighbors in Apopka, Clermont, Win-
ter Garden, and surrounding communi-
ties. We are proud that our efforts con-
tinue to win awards and industry recog-
nition for doing so, and as good neigh-
bors, we want to say “THANK YOU” for 
choosing natural gas as your preferred 
energy source. 

We invite you to celebrate Public 
Natural Gas Week and experience the 
benefits of natural gas firsthand. If you 
are considering making the switch to 
using natural gas, please get in touch 
with the LANGD marketing team at 
(407) 656-2734 ext. 307 or marketing@
LANGD.org, or visit www.LANGD.org 
for more information on natural gas ser-
vice for your home, business or vehicle. 
Be sure to stay in the loop by liking, fol-
lowing and sharing LANGD’s content 
on Facebook and LinkedIn.

ADVERTISEMENT

Celebrate Public Natural Gas Week with Your Energy 
Choice Provider Lake Apopka Natural Gas District

If you are considering making the 
switch to using natural gas, please get 
in touch with the LANGD marketing 
team at (407) 656-2734 ext. 307 or 
marketing@langd.org, or visit www.
langd.org for more information.
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BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call  
407-886-2777 to find out about our Business 

Profile program. Visit www.theapopkachief.com  
Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!
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nedy Funding.
The funds will be used for 

land acquisition and working cap-
ital for infrastructure improve-
ments on the mixed-use develop-
ment project. 

The mixed-use development 
will be built on an estimated 40-
acre site at the intersection of 
West Orange Blossom Trail and 
Neal Sibert Drive, and include 

the construction of commer-
cial space, retail, and nearly 300 
townhomes. 

The property has been under 
contract for three years. The de-
velopers went through multiple 
planning and zoning approvals 
with the city of Apopka and Or-
ange County, readying the site for 
its next stage of construction.

“The development is go-
ing to bring much-needed hous-
ing and improvements to the area, 

and the city of Apopka is very 
excited that we are making this 
contribution to the community,” 
said James Marshall, managing 
partner of Benge Development. 
“Kennedy recognized the value 
in this project from Day One and 
worked closely with us to ensure 
its success.”

Mark Falzone, executive 
loan officer at Kennedy Funding, 
highlighted the deal’s complexi-
ty and Kennedy’s ability to close 

where others could not.
“This project faced several 

hurdles, from zoning approvals 
to financing challenges. Kennedy 
Funding was able to structure the 
deal to meet the borrower’s needs 
and get it done, especially when 
time was of the essence,” Falzone 
said.

Florida has one of the fastest-
growing populations in the Unit-
ed States. For the past decade, 
Florida has grown by 300,000 to 

380,000 new residents per year. 
According to the U.S. Census, the 
Orlando-Kissimmee area added 
nearly 55,000 new residents be-
tween 2022 and 2023 alone. 

This increased need for hous-
ing, coupled with Apopka’s prox-
imity to major transportation 
hubs like the Orlando Interna-
tional Airport and major econom-
ic drivers like Disney World, rein-
forces the strong market potential 
for this mixed-use development.

Continued from page 1A

Project: Housing needs reinforces development’s potential 

Originally conceived 
as a four-hour class for 
team members and a work-
shop for leadership teams, 
“The Trust Transforma-
tion” has already impact-
ed the lives of thousands of 
AdventHealth team mem-
bers. 

“The pandemic led us 
to write the book. What we 
observed laid our founda-
tion, and as we shared it 
with others through work-
shops at AdventHealth, 
we saw firsthand how this 
work was helping people 

perform and thrive,” she 
adds.

“The Trust Transfor-
mation” will be released 
on November 5 and can 
be pre-ordered by visiting 
https://shorturl.at/59AuK. 

Mansfield’s journey 
with AdventHealth spans 
over 12 years. Her commit-
ment to the community ex-
tends beyond the hospital 
walls. As a board member 
of the Hope CommUnity 
Center, Dr. Mansfield pro-
vides vital, evidence-based 
information to the Hispan-
ic community and leads 
workshops to educate West 

Orange County residents 
on health issues and avail-
able resources.

Balancing her pro-
fessional and community 
roles, Mansfield is also a 
devoted mother of two and 
a loving wife. In her book, 
she not only addresses the 
building of trust but also 
explores its intersection 
with religion, offering a 
blueprint for creating posi-
tive change in communities 
and relationships.

In celebrating Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, Mans-
field emphasizes the impor-
tance of being a role model 

for the next generation and 
leading by example.

“When I consider what 
I want for my children, and 
for our youth, it is to con-
tinue to learn and take ad-
vantage of the opportunity 
of an education. This is one 
thing that no one can take 
away from you,” Mansfield 
says. “One thing you can do 
is pour into yourself from a 
knowledge standpoint be-
cause education will be the 
one thing no one can ever 
strip from you. Then, just 
go for it. There are no lim-
its.”

Continued from page 7A

Book: Pandemic led author to 
write ‘The Trust Transformation’

The Apopka Fire Department is 
teaming up with the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA) for this 
year’s Fire Prevention Week, which 
runs Sunday, October 6, through Sat-
urday, October 12. 

Sponsored by the NFPA since 
1922, Fire Prevention Week works 
to educate everyone about the im-
portance of having working smoke 
alarms in the home.

According to the NFPA, smoke 
alarms reduce the risk of dying in a 

home fire by more than half (54 per-
cent).

Meanwhile, roughly three out of 
five fire deaths happen in homes with 
either no smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms.

The Apopka Fire Department of-
fers these key smoke alarm safety tips 
and guidelines:

*Install smoke alarms in every 
bedroom, outside each separate sleep-
ing area (like a hallway), and on each 
level (including the basement) of the 

home.
*Make sure smoke alarms meet 

the needs of all family members, in-
cluding those with sensory or physi-
cal disabilities.

*Test smoke alarms at least once 
a month by pushing the test button.

*Replace all smoke alarms when 
they are 10 years old.

For more information about Fire 
Prevention Week and smoke alarms, 
visit FPW.org.

Apopka Fire Department offers tips 
about smoke alarms in the home

WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.

The Apopka Chief Newspaper
www.TheApopkaChief.com  |  400 N. Park Ave., Apopka  |  407-886-2777  |  www.FloridaPublicNotices.com
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICESLOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

PROOF APPROVAL
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Address
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Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

RUN DATES:  begins 10/04 ends 10/10

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 10/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 10/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 10/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Oct 2024

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church, is present-
ing Recovery At The Hope 
(R.A.T.H.) Conference on 
Saturday, October 12, from 
8:30 a.m.-12 noon, at 927 
South Central Avenue. There 
will be a free breakfast at this 
free event.

The community is invit-
ed (youth, teens and adults) 
to come to hear information 
and testimonies from special 
guests as to how to prevent, 
identify, deal with and resolve 
addictions. An addiction is 
not always centered on drugs 
and alcohol. It can be any-

thing keeping someone from 
developing a closer relation-
ship with God. 

If you are not able to 
attend, send someone that 
may need a listening ear or 
who may be experiencing 
anxiety, depression, domestic 
violence, child abuse, or bul-
lying.

Hope is available. Call 
Rev. Alexander H. Smith, 
RATH Pastor at 407-721-
4759 or Dr. Yvonne Holmes, 
Ph.D., RN, Mental Health and 
Christian Counseling, 407-
579-1339 for more informa-
tion and assistance. 

Recovery At The Hope 
Conference is Sat., Oct. 12
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1. Is the book of Phile-
mon (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. In Matthew 8, which 
prophet’s words did Jesus 
claim to be fulfilling, as He 
was healing people? Iddo, 
Esaias, Gad, Medad

3. Who wrote, “Neither 
shall any priest drink wine, 
when they enter into the in-
ner court”? Ezekiel, Isaiah, 
Daniel, Hosea

4. From Genesis 19, in 
addition to fire, what did 

God rain down upon So-
dom and Gomorrah? Hail, 
Lightning, Brimstone, Mud

5. Whose grave was 
marked by a pillar erected 
by her husband, Jacob? Ab-
igail, Lillith, Puah, Rachel

6. From Judges 16, who 

slept through a haircut? 
Manoah, Samson, Adam, 
Uriah

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) 
Esaias, 3) Ezekiel, 4) Brim-
stone, 5) Rachel, 6) Samson

“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” a book with 1,206 
multiple-choice questions 
by columnist Wilson Casey, 
is available in stores and 
online.

(c) 2024 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Man sleeps through a haircut

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)
There is cause for 

wonder in the fact that 
all the major religions 
instruct us to be kind 
to strangers and to help 
those who may be so-
journing in our lands.

Perhaps the reason 
for this is simply because 
humans are mobile, and 
we tend to move away 
from dangerous areas or 
areas lacking in food to 
safer and more abundant 
regions.

And there is also the 
obvious fact that we are 
more likely to help our 
close family and friends 
than those we don’t know, 
and this is especially true 
when the strangers don’t 
resemble us. 

People who look 
and sound different are 
often seen as strange, 

from whence comes the 
word “stranger.” We live 
in perilous times where 
around the world many 
people are forced to flee 
dangerous regimes or 
lack the resources to feed 
and house their families 
in their native land. And 
these people are likely to 
be seen as “strangers” be-
cause they dress differ-
ently than us, they speak 
different languages, and 
they may have radically 
different customs. 

These are exactly the 
people most in need of 
our help and hospitality. 
And when we open our 
arms, our hearts, and our 
homes to these people, it 
is usually we who gain the 
most from our kindness.

– Christopher Simon

10/04/24

Entertaining Strangers
“Do not forget to 
show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so 
doing some people 
have shown 
hospitality to angels 
without knowing it.”
Hebrews 13:2 NIV

Entertaining Strangers
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Entertaining Strangers

    Honor
Your

Loved
Ones

Call
407-886-2777

www.The 
ApopkaChief.com

/obituaries

to find out 
about our 
designed 

Obituaries and 
Memorials or 

visit
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief & The Planter at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com
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Sergeant retires after 25 years with APD
The community, friends, 
and family members cel-
ebrated with Sergeant 
Jason Wiggins on his re-
tirement from the Apop-
ka Police Department af-
ter 25 years of service. 
During his tenure, he held 
positions as a student re-
source officer, road su-
pervisor, SWAT team 
leader, firearms instruc-
tor, and Community Po-
licing supervisor. The cel-
ebration took place at the 
Fran Carlton Center on 
Monday, September 30. 
Wiggins (l) was present-
ed with retirement gifts 
by Apopka Police Chief 
Michael McKinley (r). 

Photo courtesy of  
Apopka Police Dept./Facebook
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Crossword 
Puzzle is 
found

on page
2B of this 
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Solutions can be found on page 10A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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FOUND ON PAGE 2B
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   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Bundle home & auto

What if help was
around the corner?

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

OPEN 11am to 11pm 7 days a week!
* Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. * Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. 

Every Monday: Ladies Night Happy Hour 6-9pm
          & Industry Night 15% off
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7-10pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker @ 6:30pm
Friday: Live Music with Jes Famsworth  7-10pm
Saturday: Karaoke 7-10pm

Every Monday: Ladies Night Happy Hour 6-9pm
          & Industry Night 15% off
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7-10pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker @ 6:30pm
Friday: Live Music with Jes Famsworth  7-10pm
Saturday: Karaoke 7-10pm

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation
Equipment and Duct Repair4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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