Dream Lake Elementary
School students compete in
the Amazing Shake Contest.

See page 10A.

God Bless
America

game. See page 1B.
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State of the City
updates fire, parks
and rec, athletics

Mayor Bryan Nelson
delivered the 2024 State of
the City on Friday, which
highlighted the city’s ac-
complishments and mile-
stones over the past year
and spotlighted what’s in
store for the community.

From various updates
on different departments
such as the fire, and eco-
nomic, and community de-
velopment departments to
the unveiling of the city’s
newly redesigned flag, the
mayor’s address covered
a wide array of topics on
Friday, November 8, at the
Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building.

Below is part two of
two parts of the State of the
City script. Part one ran last
week in the Friday, Novem-
ber 8, issue of The Apopka

Chief.

The full video of the
2024 State of the City ad-
dress is available on the
city of Apopka website,
Apopka.gov.

2024 STATE OF THE
CITY (PART 2)

Fire department

The fire department
highlights include render-
ing care to over 10,000
patients, and upgrading the
portable radios. We also fi-
nalized the union contract,
making the city of Apopka
very competitive on pay
and benefits across Central
Florida. We added a second
set of bunker gear to make
sure that they always have

See CITY Page 11A

City sets intention to
repay debt for road
improvements

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City
Council adopted a resolu-
tion, Resolution No. 2024-
38, at the Wednesday, No-
vember 6, meeting to offi-
cially declare the city’s in-
tent in repaying a debt not
expected to go over $3 mil-

lion on the Emerson Park
subdivision roadway proj-
ect.

The $3 million in-
cludes the project cost,
$2,032,008; project con-
tingency, $203,201; debt
service reserve fund,
$300,000; capitalized inter-

See ROADS Page 11A
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Members of the communlty attend the Veterans Day Ceremony at Klt Land Nelson Park on Monday,
November 11. Veterans Day is observed on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.

Veterans are thanked for their service
at Monday’s ceremony in park

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city of Apopka
and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 10147 honored
Veterans Day with a cer-
emony in Kit Land Nel-
son Park on Veterans Day,
Monday, November 11.

Highlights include a
special message by Con-
gressman Daniel Web-
ster of Florida District 11;
U.S.M.C. Sgt. Keith Rich-
ardson, member of VFW
Post 10147, as the Veter-
ans Day ceremony speak-
er; a reading of the poem
“In Flanders Field”; and

special musical perfor-
mance by impressionist
John Morgan, who per-
formed first as President-
elect Donald Trump then
as musician Willie Nelson.

In attendance were
city of Apopka commis-
sioners Alexander Smith,
Diane Velazquez, Nick
Nesta, and Nadia Ander-
son, and Apopka Mayor
Bryan Nelson.

“Whether it’s a sol-
dier, a sailor, airman or
woman, Coast Guard, Ma-
rines, thank you for what
you’ve done. Your fight-

See VETERANS Page 8A

U.S.MC. Sgt. Keith Richardson, member of VFW
Post 10147, is the Veterans Day speaker at the
November 11 ceremony.

Over 200 devices deployed through nonproflt to community

Over 200 devices are deployed this week through Hope CommUnity Center (HCC) pictured in boxes and
packages. Pictured (| to r) are Meilyn Santana, HCC chief of staff; Felipe Sousa-Lazaballet, HCC executive
director; Carey Carter of T-Mobile; David Volz of Office of Innovation and Emerging Technology; David Collins,
president/CEO of Aeras Foundation; Christine Moore, Orange County District 2 commissioner; Marcus Scott,
lab manager for Aeras Foundation; and Andrea Escareno, assistant for HCC's Adelante Caminantes program.

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

This week, over 200
new and repurposed devic-
es got deployed to nonprof-
it staff, students and others
in need through Hope Com-
mUnity Center (HCC) for
various uses.

The loaning of devic-
es was part of the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA),
which Orange County re-
ceived in 2022. Orange
County has teamed up with
Aeras Foundation and T-
Mobile to provide 194
Samsung Tablets, 22 Dell

Trust honors late newspaper publisher at gala

I

Photo by Ralo Flores

At the November 7 John H. Land Apopka Community Trust Legacy Gala at Highland Manor, the late John “).R.”
Ricketson, The Apopka Chief/The Planter publisher and founding board member, was named Humanitarian of
the Year. Pictured (| to r) are Apopka Mayor Bryan Nelson; Misty Taylor, Apopka Community Trust president;
Jerry Ricketson, J.R.'s son; Eileen Ricketson, J.R.'s wife; David Rankin, retired Apopka Community Trust Board
member; and Misty Touchet, Apopka Community Trust Board secretary.

With 175 people in at-
tendance, the John Land
Apopka Community Trust
Legacy Gala showed a vid-
eo highlighting the Trust’s
accomplishments in serving
the community, as well as
posthumously named Apop-
ka Chief/Planter publisher
John “J.R.” Ricketson Hu-
manitarian of the Year.

The Legacy Gala was
held on Thursday, Novem-
ber 7, at Highland Man-
or at Apopka City Center.
A silent auction that raised
funds for the Trust was held
during the social hour.

In place of a keynote
speaker — a break from the
gala’s traditional format of

See GALA Page 12A

latitudes and four desktops
loaner devices to HCC.
Some HCC programs
will make the devices avail-
able to students such as for
homework completion and
as part of the nonprofit’s el-
ementary tutoring program.
The devices will also be
used to support HCC staff
when they work remotely.
“We’re very, very ex-
cited to be able to help our
students, our program par-
ticipants, our staff. Also, I
forgot to mention that we
have a lot of communi-

See DEVICES Page 7A
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Apopka Event of the Week

The First Methodist Church
Apopka ladies have put the final
touches to all of the creative hand-
made items to be sold at the 50th
Christmas Bazaar in the Fellowship
Hall at the Church, 201 S. Park Av-
enue, Apopka, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16th, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The Apopka Chief

November 15, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

“We have to find a way to reach
young voters, especially in historical-
ly low-turnout areas. Simply expect-
ing young people to age into voting
hasn’t worked.

Supervisor of Elections explains
reason for developing the

scholarship program

The Apop

ka Chief

A weekly newspaper founded in 1923

Publisher Emeritus Publisher Marketing Director
John Ricketson T. Jerrod Ricketson Jackie Trefcer
Mar. 5,1940 - July 16, 2024 Rep orters
Consultant Emeritus Teresa Sargeant General Mgr Emeritus
John Peery Marshall Tempest Neoma Knox
Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023 Neal Fisher Feb. 12,1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

Scholarships a good idea,
but funding source wrong

By: Gabrielle Russon
Florida Politics
Nov. 12,2024

Orange County Elections Su-
pervisor Glen Gilzean is facing
backlash for a $2.1-million schol-
arship fund he recently started for
graduating high school seniors to
attend local community colleges.

Orange County Mayor Jerry
Demings called it an inappropriate
use of taxpayer dollars while Gil
zean argued “The Glen Gilzean, Or-
ange County Supervisor of Elec-
tions, Promise of the Future Schol-
arship” is a meaningful use of tax-
payer dollars to educate the next
generation of voters at Valencia
College and Orange Technical Col-
lege.

“This money was all made pos-
sible thanks to our office’s saving
$5 million during the year. What
better use for savings than invest-
ing in the next generation of vot-
ers,” said Gilzean, who had been
appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis in
a blue district, in a statement. “This
is a clear-cut case of the Orange
County political class hoping to
score cheap political points.”

But Demings voiced concerns
that Gilzean never alerted the coun-
ty about his plans to create full
scholarships for all 2025 graduating
seniors from Evans and Jones high
schools as well as any private, char-
ter, or home school graduates from
select zip codes.

“In my opinion, it is inappro-
priate for Mr. Gilzean to use tax-
payer funds to name a scholarship
fund after himself. He certainly
should not have pledged unused
funds from his FY 23-24 budget
for the purpose of establishing a
scholarship fund in his name at Va-
lencia College. Instead, the funds
should have been returned to Or-
ange County Government,” Dem-
ings said in a statement.

Orange County Comptroller
Phil Diamond, the county’s legal
team and budget director are re-
searching what steps they can take
next, said county spokesperson
Jane Watrel.

Gilzean argued the scholar-
ship’s name can be changed and his
aim is to only help students with the
surplus in his office’s budget.

“This program can be named
anything, or after anyone, and come
January, that will be up to the next
Supervisor of Elections. It’s not
about me. It’s about lifting our next
generation,” Gilzean said in a state-
ment. “We have to find a way to
reach young voters, especially in
historically low-turnout areas. Sim-
ply expecting young people to age
into voting hasn’t worked. This is a
way to reach the next generation. If
it works, it could be a model for the
rest of the state. If it doesn’t then at
worst, we’ve helped kids get an ed-
ucation.”

Jones and Evans high schools
were planning full-on pep rallies,
complete with bands, cheerleaders
and banners to celebrate the schol-
arship winners. The list of poten-
tial speakers for the event included
Demings, which had been a sur-
prise since the Mayor said he didn’t
know the taxpayer funded scholar-
ships even existed in the first place.

Demings said, “After I voted at
an early voting location on Octo-
ber 28, Mr. Gilzean had a brief con-
versation with me indicating that
he would soon be making an an-
nouncement about scholarships for
Jones and Evans High School stu-
dents. He offered no details, but in-
dicated that he would send me an
invitation to attend the event. I did
not learn of the details until my of-
fice received a media inquiry to-
day. It appears Mr. Gilzean signed
an agreement with Valencia College
on September 27,” just before the
end of the county’s fiscal year Sept.
30.

Gilzean has a connection at Va-
lencia College through his longtime
friend and associate. The school’s
trustee chair is Michael Sasso, who
was Gilzean’s best man in his wed-
ding and was hired under a no-bid
contract to represent Gilzean’s of-
fice over election-related litiga-
tion issues, according to the Or-

See SCHOLARSHIP Page 4A
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Public property not usable for shelter

As many of you know,
state legislation requiring
unsheltered individuals be-
ing prohibited from camp-
ing on public property has
forced counties and mu-
nicipalities to increase their
programs. Orange Coun-
ty up to now spends more
than $50 million annually
on homeless services. Nev-
ertheless, I want to brief
readers on the context of
homelessness in the coun-
ty and the proposed imple-
mentation plan to come
into compliance with new
state laws regarding the un-
housed. Finally, I will share
a legal overview of the leg-
islation.

Homelessness has in-
creased over the past year

County Commissioner
District 2

Chritine Moore

by 28.5 percent in Orange
County. Those that were
counted include 2,091 in-
dividuals. Of these individ-
uals, 21 percent reported
having a serious mental ill-
ness, 25 percent are chroni-
cally homeless, 4 percent
are unaccompanied youth,
and 7 percent are veterans.
The county-funded
homeless services include
prevention and diversion

services, rental assistance,
shelter or Drop-in center
operations, supportive ser-
vices outreach, rapid re-
housing services, funding
for capital improvements
in partnership with the City
of Orlando and other non-
profit associations.

$10 million addition-
al funding will be provid-
ed to our Mental Health &
Homelessness Division.

The implementation
plan encompasses the fol-
lowing:

1. Expand existing ser-
vices for outreach, bridge
housing, permanent sup-
portive housing, and inten-
sive management training.

See MOORE Page 4A

New technical college is in Ocoee

Last week, we were
blessed to officially cut the
ribbon on the brand new
Orange Technical College
- West Campus in Ocoee.
This beautiful campus re-
places the old campus in
Winter Garden, is conve-
niently located right next
to Ocoee High School and
will serve students from all
over our area.

While all of our high
schools offer Career and
Technical classes on their
campuses, our five Orange
Technical College campus-
es around Orange Coun-
ty offer specific complete
training programs. Our
high school students can
dual enroll and spend part
of their day learning at an
OTC campus. All five cam-
puses are undergoing reno-
vations or rebuilds, and this

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

is the second one to open.

This ribbon cutting
event was very special for
me because this campus not
only offers adult education
classes like GED and Eng-
lish for Spanish speakers,
but it offers complete train-
ing programs in cosmetol-
ogy and the building con-
struction trades.

I shared during my
speech at the ribbon cutting
that I got a bit emotion-
al the first time I walked

through the site because I
was sad I would never be
able to bring my late father
to the school.

A general contractor
by trade, he spent his life
in Central Florida building
new buildings and reno-
vating historical buildings
all over the state. He loved
what he did every day.

We couldn’t take a
road trip without him stop-
ping to show us a project he
was working on or a build-
ing that he had built years
before. He was so proud of
the work he did.

He didn’t go to college
but he built a successful
business in the construction
trade that allowed him to
do something he loved for
over 40 years. It allowed

See BYRD Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever
loves wealth is never satisfied with their income.This
too is meaningless. — Ecclesiastes 5:10

Divine assignments
come from divine
alignments.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Experience proves to be the best teacher of doing things correctly

Elvis Presly sang a
song “Didja’ Ever” and to-
day felt like one of them
“Didja’ Ever” days!

It seemed as though I
could do nothing right. Af-
ter spilling the dogfood all

ined my life forever.

I remembered how,
after driving for 20 hours
straight and following an-
other semi-tractor trail-
er through a 2 a.m. foggy
night in the Appalacian

J.o

over the floor, stepping on
the cat’s tail, which caused
a loud screech from her and
scaring me out of my wits,
thinking I had surely killed
her, I was ready to go back
to bed and start over. When
I considered that choice, it
came to mind I still had a
mess to clean up before I
could attempt any retreat.

Ike Hayden

While sweeping up
the dogfood, grumbling all
the while, I began to recall
the many times I had been
saved from catastrophic
events that could’ve taken
my life or caused severe in-
juries that might have ru-

Mountains, I saw my head-
lights blinking. I could not
figure what I had done to
cause the malfunction, and
I did not want to disturb
the driver ahead thinking

I was in trouble. Just be-
fore we entered the Appa-
lachian Tunnel through the
mountain, I pulled off to
an area set aside for trucks

that might have overheat-
ed due to the climb up the
mountain.

There was no traffic to
speak of and I and the truck
I had been following were
the only westbound vehi-
cles I had seen, so I decid-
ed I would crawl into my
sleeper and wait until I did
not need headlights to fin-
ish my journey.

I fell sound asleep
and would have slept lon-
ger except for a bang-
ing on my cab door. Af-
ter climbing into the driv-
er’s seat, I rolled my win-

dow down and there was a
State Trooper. The officer
asked how long I had been
there, and I explained why
I had stopped, and the ap-
proximate time I had pulled
over. He asked me if I had
seen another truck on the
turnpike, and I told him I
had been following anoth-
er semi.

The trooper then told
me the truck I had been
drafting (following close
behind for saving fuel) had
been hit head-on by anoth-
er vehicle and they were
trying to get everything un-

tangled. Had it not been for
my blinking headlights, no
doubt I would have been
part of the tangled metal
barrier in the tunnel.

As it was, [ was late
for my load pickup, and
I'lost the load to another
driver. I grumbled about
that, too, until I thought
about what it could have
been. My headlights
worked just fine, and the
junkyard (hub) mechan-
ics could not find anything
that could have caused my

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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Gas district gets second grant from federal agency

On Thursday, Novem-
ber 7, the U.S. Department
of Transportation Pipe-
line and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration
(PHMSA) presented a sec-
ond check — this time in the

amount of $132,470.80 — to
Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District as part of its ongo-
ing Natural Gas Distribu-
tion Infrastructure Safety
and Modernization Grant
Program (NGDISM).

Commissioner
Moore is GOP club
guest speaker

Northwest Orange Re-
publican Women, Feder-
ated (NORWF) will have
Orange County District 2
Commissioner  Christine
Moore as the guest speak-
er on Thursday, November
21, at The Apopka Hilton
Garden Inn, Apopka City
Center, 580 E. Main Street,
Apopka. She will present
updates, recent neighbor-
hood winners, getting ready
for the holidays, and a fu-
ture outlook of 2025.

The lunch meeting is

from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
at a cost of $25 with reser-
vation and $30 at the door
without reservation. Guests
are asked to arrive by 11:15
a.m. to sign in. There is lim-
ited seating, so reservations
should be made now.

For more informa-
tion and reservations, con-
tact Marty Harrison at 407-
493-0471 or martyaoii@
aol.com. Visit NORWF at
NORWF.org and Facebook.
com/NORWEC.
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Get to know your GEICO Local
Agent in Apopka, Florida!

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
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service mark m[}uxemmem Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hama ‘‘‘‘‘ y Inc. subsidiary.
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The grant follows $3.1
million in initial funding
the District received from
PHMSA in May 2023 and
will further support the re-
pair, rehabilitation and/or
replacement of natural gas

distribution pipeline sys-
tems. The NGDISM pro-
gram will ultimately help
improve public safety, pro-
tect public health and re-
duce methane emissions
from natural gas distribu-

tion equipment. In total,
this round of funding will
support 60 modernization
projects for natural gas
pipelines across 20 states.

PHMSA representa-

tives presented the grant to

Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District CEO and Gener-
al Manager Brent E. Hay-
wood, as well as the Dis-
trict’s board of directors at

See GRANT Page 5A
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Let’s put our

community
at the Center
of it all.

Drop by your local Florida Blue Center and chat with us
about the health solutions we offer. Members and non-
members can learn about care programs and classes,

find a doctor near them, and get tips on how to save

on medical costs.

Plus, our Community Specialists can connect you with:
+ Assistance with employment readiness

* Healthy food programs

- Affordable housing and transportation resources

+ Medicaid and food stamp (SNAP) applications

Visit your local
Florida Blue Center:

Winter Park

Florida Blue Center
434 N Orlando Ave
Winter Park, FL 32789

Florida Blue

Your Health Solutions Partner
1-321-441-2020
FloridaBlue.com/WinterPark

Policies have limitations and exclusions. Florida Blue is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield ot
Florida, Inc., an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association, 119615 0924
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Moore: Shelter locations needed Scholarship: Full audit is planned

Continued from page 2A

Our manager suggested the
groups need to all utilize
the same management sys-
tem and work more collab-
oratively.

2. Increase shelter ca-
pacity. A work group has
been tasked with find-
ing new shelter locations
throughout the county, spe-
cifically targeting east and
west Orange County.

Orange County is part-
nering with the City of Or-
lando to utilize the Work
Release Center on Kaley
Avenue as an additional
shelter space.

3. Launch new initia-
tives, Erect steel modular
units or comparable struc-

tures to expand supportive
housing.

Operate a 24/7 Drop-
in center to provide bridge-
housing and case manage-
ment for clients aged 55
plus and diversion from
jail.

Provide transitional
housing and wellness ser-
vices for individuals with
co-occurring behavioral
disorders.

Utilize Housing Con-
nector & Zillow to increase
access to housing.

Add emergency bridge
housing with services (30
more rooms).

Expand the partnership
with their Valencia Accel-
erated Skills Training Pro-
gram

Expand the Faine
House for youth aging out
of foster care

House Bill 1365 pro-
hibits the county or cities
from authorizing or allow-
ing any person to regular-
ly engage in public camp-
ing or sleeping. The law
declares that the County
may not authorize or oth-
erwise allow any person to
regularly engage in pub-
lic camping or sleeping.
The enforcement provision
begins January 1,2025,
where residents, business
owners, or the Attorney
General may bring a civil
action against the Coun-
ty or City if not in compli-

See Moore Page 5

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs.
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Section 2.4.7.B,

Development Code,

Article 1II,

AMENDMENT

163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),

Part III, Land
that G L Summitt

Engineering, Inc. c/o Geoffrey L. Summitt, P.E. has made application

relating to the following described property.

ORDINANCE NO. 3074

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM COUNTY RURAL TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY;
OWNED BY TIMOTHY BURCHFIELD, ROBERT AND STACY MOSS; LOCATED
WEST OF GOLDEN GEM ROAD, SOUTH OF NIGHTSHADE GROVE LANE AND
SADLER ROAD; COMPRISING 19.76 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ad

Esri Comimuni

[T

FOEP, ©

apss Contributers, County of Orange, FL,

TI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, US Censud Bureau,

Esrt oS

UsSDAL LSPWS

Parcel Identification Number (s) :

0000-00-083
Contains:

19.76 +/- Acres

14-20-27-0000-00-025 and 14-20-27-

NOTICE 1is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3074
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City

Hall, 120 E.

Main Street,

Apopka,

Florida on Wednesday,

December

4, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M. and December 18, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed

hearings to speak.

The proposed Future Land Use

and Rezoning

Applications can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development
Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the

hours of 8:00 A.M.

and 4:30 P.M.
Please be advised that,

under State law,

decision made with respect to this matter,
of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is

made,

the appeal is to be based.

City Hall address shown below.
if you decide to appeal a
you will need a record

which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
In accordance with the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance
to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the City

Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703,

407-703-1704,

November 15, 2024
Publish: The Apopka Chief

Telephone:

no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

177616

Continued from page 2A

lando Sentinel. Sasso was appoint-
ed by DeSantis to serve on Disney
World’s governing board that lat-

er hired Gilzean in 2023. DeSantis
then appointed Gilzean to run Or-
ange County’s elections in March
2024 after longtime elections super-
visor Bill Cowles resigned abruptly

in his term.

“While Chair Sasso was not di-
rectly involved in this contract, we
do share a passion for empowering
the next generation,” Gilzean said

in a statement.

The controversy has put the
school district and the college sys-
tem in an awkward position.

“The Orange County Supervi-
sor of Elections approached Va-
lencia College about creating an
educational partnership to support
workforce development in Orange
County. College officials worked
with him on different options,
which resulted in the final scholar-
ship agreement,” Valencia College
offered in a statement. “The college
relied on his representation that he,
as an Orange County constitution-
al officer, had the authority to enter

into this agreement.

The college has not been con-

ways, welcomes their partnership.”
Orange County Public Schools

did not respond to a request for
comment Monday afternoon or say
whether the upcoming pep rallies
will be canceled or delayed.

Since Gilzean did not seek an-
other election supervisor term, Kar-
en Castor Dentel won Tuesday’s
election to replace him.

Castor Dentel said she already

planned to ask for a full audit into
the Supervisor of Election’s of-

fice to look at contracts, spending
and business practices before she

learned of Gilzean’s scholarship

program. Castor Dentel, who is cur-
rently an Orange County School
Board member, said “scholarships
are certainly a worthy cause” but
said she didn’t think it was appro-
priate for the election supervisor to
fund them. “The mission and man-
date of the office is to run effective
elections,” she said.
Editor’s note: The funding
source for the scholarships is now
under investigation to determine
whether taxpayer dollars remain-
ing in the 2024 Supervisor of Elec-
tions budget can be used to fund the
planned scholarships. The name of

the Orange County Supervisor of

tacted by county officials and, as al-

Elections has already been removed

from the title.

Byrd: Technical education is a must

Continued from page 2A

him to raise a large family
and create a life he loved.

That is why career and
technical education is so
special.

This is more than just
anew building, it is a gate-
way to success, to a bright
future for years to come for
the students bold enough to
step through the doors. For
them and their families.

For nearly a century,
Orange Technical College
has evolved to meet the
changing needs of our stu-
dents and the job market.
This campus is a testament
to that evolution. It’s mod-
ern, clean, and designed
to prepare students for the

future.

Our programs on this
campus are focused on pre-
paring today’s students
to be tomorrow’s lead-
ers in their chosen fields.
The skills learned on these
campuses are desperately
needed.

Let’s be honest, Or-
ange County is expanding
and we need more well-
trained professionals to
step in and fill the talent
gap so many industries are
experiencing!

The fact that this cam-
pus can act as a stepping
stone into these fields for
so many local adults and
young people is incred-
ibly important. Not just for
them and their futures, but

for our community.

These new facilities
are our promise to every-
one that OCPS will always
fully support Career and
Technical Education and
the students who benefit
from it.

Career and Technical
Education changes lives
every day, and I'm so proud
of our district for recogniz-
ing that and continuing to
prioritize it.

Most of all, thank you
to the Orange County vot-
ers who overwhelmingly
approved yet again, the re-
newal of the half-cent sales
tax that made this building
possible as well as all the
other new buildings yet to
come for our community!

Hayden: Solving problems important

Continued from page 2A

headlights to act the way I
described.

Sweeping up dogfood
didn’t seem so bad after all!
I don’t know what GOD
saved me from, but I’'m
glad I was straightened out
and my attitude was sweet-
ened before a service tech
showed at my door. After
the mess was cleaned up,
the cat was mollified and
forgave me for my clumsi-
ness. The service techni-
cian came in and took care
of our TV problem without
any interruptions, or prob-
lems.

I’ve often thought
about all the times my
schedule has been rear-
ranged because I had expe-
rienced delays, caused by
something we would call

problems, and afterwards
we see how there was a
disaster awaiting had we
been on schedule!

I’ve learned, for to-
day, that sometimes we are
put on hold for our ben-
efit and for our salvation.
That song, “Didja’ Ever”
by Elvis Presly ends with
these words, “Didja’ ever
get one of those days when
you should have stayed in
bed?”

Today started out as
one of those “Didja’ Ever”
days, but I’'m so thankful I
didn’t stay in bed. I think of
all the clumsy things I per-
formed that changed my
day from “ho hum” to ex-
pectation of what’s next
and the challenge of facing
it. My Mama used to say,
“Ikie you’re as clumsy as a
cow with a crutch, but even

a cow with a crutch can be
gracefully clumsy!”

I’'m still trying to learn
grace from my clumsiness,
but I know Mom is well
pleased with my attitude of
expecting learning to come
from mistakes, using them
as stepping stones rather
than stumbling blocks!

Didja’ ever get one of
those days? Thank GOD
for it! Whatever delayed,
stopped, or detoured you,
might have saved your life
or given you the wisdom to
enjoy the scenery, even on
adetour!

Socrates once stated,
“Smart people learn from
everything and everyone,
average people from their
experiences, stupid peo-
ple already have all the an-
swers.”

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa- EfZ;
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at %
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual {X
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad- f¥lie
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., A %2
32704-0880. £

The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com- o
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

City Hall 407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .....ccouueweeeeeessseneen 407-703-1701
City AdmiNiStrator ... 407-703-1649
(€13 V[T — .407-703-1704
Community Devel.. .407-703-1712
Code Enforcement. .407-703-1738
Finance Dept. . eeeeessesssssessessnnns 407-703-1725
Fire (NON-€MErg.)....cceeerereeecessssssses 407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......cwweessssns 407-703-1741
Police Chi€f .......cccmmmmmmmmresssssssssssns 407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) .......ccccceeesssee 407-703-1771
Job Line 407-703-1743
Solid Waste ColleCt ... 407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731
Utility Billing..oeeeeeeesseeeeeeeeessseennene 407-703-1727
Medical, fire emMergency.......eeeesssnens 91

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Animal Services 407-836-3111

Auto/Boat Tags 850-617-2000
Building Dept....ccoueeveeeeenns 407-836-8550
County Mayor ... 407-836-7370
County Commission ... 407-836-7350
County Attorney....... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor...........407-836-2070
Fire/RESCUE ....ovvvvvvvvennnrrrrrssess 407-836-3111
Solid Waste .........wececrsmmeeenees 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............ 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ....wweeererresssssns 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.

Parks and Rec. Dept.

Property Appraiser...

Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.......407-836-4357

ULIlITIES covvrrsrvvveerrrsnnsnnnsssssssssss 407-836-5515
All other departments........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.....mmnn 91

www.orangecountyfl.net

Other Area
Numbers of Note

U.S. Senators

Rick Scott (Rep.) wuccuvwvvvrreesssssssssss 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....eeeesssssses 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative

Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives

Doug Bankson 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ........cccce. unknown
State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner

Christing MOOIE .uuuuueeveeeuvevrnrnnnns 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools

Pupil assignment ............ccoeeenne 407-317-3233
Bus routes.............. ...407-317-3800
Superintendent.........ueeeeeensseeeenns 407-317-3200
Yl ToTo] I 1oT:17c DN 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous

The Apopka Chief.............evvvvrereee 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans.......407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce 407-886-1441
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Grant: PHMSA reps visit district

Continued from page 3A

the District’s Winter Gar-
den offices.

PHMSA  representa-
tives visited the LANGD
Winter Garden office on
November 7 to congratu-
late the District and present
the award. GM/CEO Brent
E. Haywood, Lake Apopka
Natural Gas District Board
of Directors, U.S. Repre-
sentative Daniel Webster,
State Representative Doug
Bankson, Winter Garden

Mayor John Rees and city
of Apopka Commission-
ers Diane Velazquez, Nadia
Anderson and Alexander
Smith were in attendance.
Established by Presi-
dent Biden’s historic Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law
— which was signed into
law on November 15, 2021
— the grant provides near-
ly $1 billion in funding to
modernize municipally and
community-owned  natu-
ral gas distribution pipes,
helping to keep communi-

ties across the country safe
from pipeline leaks. It des-
ignated $200 million a year,
a total of $1 billion in grant
funding, over its first five
years.

The latest round of
funding brings the to-
tal amount awarded under
the grant program to near-
ly $800 million across 227
projects in underserved ru-
ral and urban communi-
ties across 29 states since
the program was created in
2022.

Moore: Counties should be first

Continued from page 4A

ance. The complaint must
include that the County “...
failed to take all reasonable
actions within the limits of
its governmental authority
to cure the alleged violation
within five business days
after receiving a written no-
tice...” from the complain-
ant. A court may award rea-
sonable expenses including
court costs, attorney fees,
investigative costs, witness
fees, and deposition costs if
aresident or business own-
er prevails in the case. Op-
tional County or City ac-
tions may include alterna-
tive lodging, trespassing
people engaging in public

camping, and an ordinance

prohibiting trespassing and/
or public camping with pri-
or authorization.

I believe with our cur-
rent tax structure that coun-
ties should take the lead in
providing these safety net
services. Cities should con-
sider coming alongside the
county programs and form
partnerships. Thus far, only
the City of Orlando has
funded and operated shel-
ters in Orange County. Yet
even the City of Orlando
has relied on the county as-
sisting with capital and op-
erating costs.

The cure for homeless-
ness is housing. No amount
of temporary feeding will

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

Clueless in Living Color

As the whole world now
knows, it’s official ... In Janu-
ary, 2024, Donald Trump will be
sworn in as President of the Unit-
ed States. Again. | know, he’s not
the first president to be elected to
a second term, but he did finish
the race with other firsts to his
credit, starting with being the first
Republican president to win the
popular vote in 20 years. Going
beyond that, he is now the first
president in 132 years, since Gro-
ver Cleveland, to lose the presi-
dency, then win it again 4 years
later! | have been open about
supporting him, so, of course, I'm
happy he won.

But, as happy as | am, on
the other side of the fence, those
who have openly shared their an-
ger, disdain, and hatred for him
are, at least, as unhappy, if not
more so. I'll admit that | have trou-
ble understanding why those on
the left think and vote as they do,
but I still believe in their right to
think whatever they want to think,
and | believe in my right to have a
different opinion and to voice that
opinion. What | don'’t believe is
that holding public office entitles
you to use the power of that of-
fice to take away my rights. That’s
what has made our country so
different from others and so much
better. Perfect? No. But, one in
which we have rights those oth-
ers don't have? Absolutely. | wish
people who obviously don’t love
America could have to live un-
der foreign regimes, without the
wealth and privilege their wealth
affords them, both of which are
only given to the countries’ dic-
tators, for an extended period of
time. Not to punish them, but to
give them a more realistic per-
spective. Flying out of here in your
(or your friend’s) private jet to laze
around in your mansion with the

breathtaking view of Lake Como
is not anywhere near “real life”
for most citizens in other parts of
the world, like Venezuela, Cuba,
China, to name just a few. That’s
probably why some celebrities
and other celebrity-wanna-bes,
cry over the possibility, or reality,
of losing an election, threaten to
leave America if so-and-so wins,
but never do. When push comes
to shove, they are not as clueless
as they sound.

Speaking of being clueless,
we on the right aren't either. And,
just as we don't like to hear lefties
call Trump Hitler, we don’'t want to
be called names, either ... and
we find some of their rhetoric
offensive, like this Los Angeles
Times article (on Yahoo News)
dated October 23, 2024, looking
ahead to the election: “Many Har-
ris supporters express incredulity
that Trump remains a viable can-
didate. But veteran political ana-
lysts said that, for mostly apolitical
voters who don'’t follow the news
closely and who may decide the
election, Trump’s repeated de-
partures from political norms may
have little practical effect on their
daily lives. The analysts say it is
incumbent on Harris to use the
closing days of the campaign to
explain why Trump’s past failures
should matter to them. ‘I think for
her it is about saying that this is a
guy who brings chaos, who is un-
hinged, who is too out of control,
said Patrick Toomey, a partner in
BSG, a Democrat-aligned poll-
ing firm. “With that and his crazy
vendettas and penchant for ret-
ribution, will he ever be focused
on delivering help for average
Americans?”

If you've watched any
reporting from what’s laugh-
ingly called “mainstream” media,
you’'ve watched clueless and
hypocrisy in living color ... talk
about crazy vendettas, penchants
for retribution and being unable to
focus on delivering help for aver-
age Americans! Wow! There it is,
folks. There it is.

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

get an individual housed.

I strongly recommend any
feeding program utilize and
enter guests into the new
management system to as-
sist in sharing information
with clients on other avail-
able services. It is obvious
from the information in this
column that more options
and assistance is being of-
fered.

It is helpful if we all
avail ourselves of knowl-
edge about existing and
new programs for the un-
housed.

You never know when
you might need this in-
formation to help a per-
son avoid camping on the
street.

Tell them
you saw it in

The Apopka Chief

Fri., Nov. 15, 2024 thru
Sun., Nov. 17, 2024

RED ONE (PG-13)
12:00; 12:30; 1:00;
3:00; 3:50; 4:20; 6:00;
7:00; 7:30; 9:00; 10:00;
10:30

THE WILD ROBOT
(PG) 12:20; 3:30; 6:40;
9:30

THE BEST

CHRISTMAS @

PAGEANT EVER (PG)
12:40; 3:40; 6:50; 9:40

HERETIC (R) 12:50; a1

4:00; 7:10; 10:40
VENOM: THE LAST
DANCE (PG-13) 1:10;
4:10; 7:20; 10:20
SMILE 2(R) 1:20; 4:30;
7:40;10:10

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Parade is the highlight ot the holiday

Foliage Sertoma

Club of Apopka

Presents

The 48th Annual Apopka
Christmas Parade

December 14th, 2024 "’
10 a.m. to Noon fﬁf}

“A Golden Christmas
in Apopka”

Celebrating 50 .
Years of Sertoma .
The Annual Apopka Christmas '

season. We would like to encourage

youth groups, businesses, clubs, and

other organizations to join us in this
tun-filled community event!

For entry registration or
sponsorship information, please
3 email info@foliagesertoma.org
or call Lorena Potter

at 407-583-7349

HURRY!
Deadline is November 22nd!

Need to send

or receive a
FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There i Is a small fee for this s small fee for this service.

AO

407-889-4455

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

-

The Best Compliment You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses and organizations.

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

s

> Pressure Washing

1 [1]F]] Gmund Maintenance
24129

Lawn Maintenance

Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

é )

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens v Titer Testing

v New Transferrin Gold TB Test
Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

' IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME"\‘

Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 1TAM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris ® 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL

50

www.falthworkstotalground com

See Why People Love Us
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

The popka Chief

The Voice of the Community since 1923

400 N. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32712

407-886-2777
www.theapopkachief.com

. Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! /‘

For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Hours: Monday - Frlday 7AM 5PM

' WAE [Environmentally]Friendly[Company!}
é I.n:ensell & Insured
\ K 7 State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL

32798

Please Support These Businesses & Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

Be prepared before the next power outage

It’s not just a generator.

It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
 ——— |

OLD GLASSES

The Mt. Dora
Club will use

recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to

Sight.”

&HEARING AIDS WANTED

Lions
your

Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka °
(407) 832-2627 &%

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopha citizens with hearing need.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you

no longe

r need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers
or Apopka Office Supply at

G

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Office Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of

sight or hearing for so MANY.
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Woodmen Life donates to Loaves and Fishes

A few members of the
Woodmen Life Apopka
Chapter 825 presented
Loaves and Fishes with a
$5,000 check. Pictured
(I tor) are Karen Valiente,

community
health

= 1
~OnTarc
\,,\—.m‘ L= C)

\— N | o

@ Pediatrics Al S | CHEE . ' " Loaves and Fishes senior
%@ Family Medicine @ Dental ; Wl i & ¢ director; Lory Reeves,

e : , / Loaves and Fishes direc-
(4} Intemal Medicine [ Pharmacy tor: and Woodmen Life

| A Nonprofit Christian Ministry members Ken Harshman

Wendla Denise Oldaker
and Randall Oldaker.

Photo courtesy of Loaves & Fishes

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

o acl can”

‘ﬁ,ﬁ WoodmenlLife

||

Your Guide to Local Businesses

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church
Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church is a vibrant
family of believers, growing faith and
friendships

This is a place

Would like to invite you to come
Jjoin us for a blessing from

“The Gibbs Family”

Come and enjoy The Gibbs Family in Concert
Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE LUNCH after the concert

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 - www.wshcapopka.org

o)

mullir

——Year End —
Sales Event

3.9%0 APR

Financing Available

$'|,500 Rebate

(2%

e Y -
All 2024
Broncos

TOYOTA &
JEEP OWNERS
Get An Additional

$2,000

Conquest Rebate

Savings include manufacturer rebate and $2,000 Open Conquest Cash for customers who currently

own or lease a 1995 or newer Jeep or Toyota. 3.9% APR financing for 36 mos. at $29.48 per mo. per

$1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. APR requires approval and financing through Ford

Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications
and complete details. Offer ends 12/2/2024.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

Essential Eye Care
& Optical

108 S. Park
Ave, Suite 100
Apopka, FL 32703

20% OFF YOUR
ENTIRE ORDER
EXP. 12/13/24

1 Can not be combined with insurance.
Call for more details.

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

COME

SEE US

AT OUR

NEW
LOCATION!

where all the members
can pursue God, be
cared for, and serve pur-
posefully in the Body of
Christ. Day by day they
endeavor to practice a
life according to God’s
heart’s desire, and gath-
er with people for fellow-
ship, bible study, prayer
and great music.

They believe every-
one can have a happy
and active life. Whether
you’re a growing fam-
ily or a student, sin-
gle, or retired, Weki-
wa Springs Bap-
tist Church offers you
a place to grow, and
serve as an indispens-
able member. They're
a community of people
who strive together to
discover God’s purpose
and plan for their lives.

Wekiwa Springs
Baptist Church is a
gospel-centered church
that was established
more than 50 years
ago. Although they’re
not the largest church
in the community, they
are dedicated to helping
those in their communi-
ty. They’re committed to
connecting people to Je-
sus and to one another.

Pastor, Mike Davis,
has been the pastor of
Wekiwa Springs Bap-
tist Church for over 17
years. He is dedicated to
the church, his ministry,
and his weekly messag-
es are always firmly root-
ed in scripture. He has a
passion for making the
complex simple, as he
speaks truth to people
in ways they can under-
stand and apply to their
everyday lives. It's his
joy to preach, teach, and
build relationships.

LET USTELL

BUSINESS STORY!

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church invites you to come and enjoy the extraordinary

gospel group The Gibbs Family on Sunday, November 17, at 10 AM. Wekiwa
Springs Baptist Church is conveniently located at 584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road,

Apopka, Florida.

The weekly messag-
es at Wekiwa Springs
Baptist Church will
help you grow in your
spiritual walk. Because
the Christian life is one
of constant growth and
development, they’re fo-
cused on providing bibli-
cal principles that can be
applied to everyday life.
They dedicate time to
each other, get to know
each other as friends
and individuals, and
spend time interacting
as a church family. Their
teachers and deacons
are committed to help
the hurting and to help
those who want to grow
spiritually through God’s
word.

Randy Cobb is the
Wekiwa Springs Bap-
tist Church Minister of
Music. He’s a talented
leader who coordinates
the musical and creative
aspects of worship ser-
vices and loves old time
gospel music. He works
with the lead pastor in
creating special servic-
es and productions.

Wekiwa Springs
Baptist Church also
has an Outreach Min-
istry which is the prac-
tice of looking beyond
to people around them
and sharing the love of
Christ as they connect
to their community. They
have food and clothing
drives to help those in
need and hold special
concerts that are always
open to the public.

One of their favor-
ite ministry programs is
“The Good News Club.”
Several of their mem-
bers meet with approx-
imately 40 elementa-
ry students. They teach
them Bible verses,
songs, and play games.
The students are having
a great time while learn-
ing about Jesus Christ.

On Sunday, No-
vember 17, at 10 AM
Wekiwa Springs Bap-
tist Church invites you
to come and enjoy the
extraordinary gospel
group The Gibbs Fam-
ily. Their influence of
gospel music stretches

far and wide and covers
a wide range of styles.
They’ve been singing
throughout the United
States for 27 years, with
a dynamic combina-
tion of southern gospel,
praise and worship, con-
temporary, and country
gospel. And, after the 10
AM service, lunch will
be served on the church
grounds. Everyone is in-
vited to attend.

No matter what
stage, age, or season
you find yourself in, this
church is here for you!
They invite you to come
just as you are and to be
a part of this community
of people who are mov-
ing together to discover
God'’s purpose and plan
for their lives. They’re
conveniently located at
584 N. Wekiwa Springs
Road in Apopka, Flor-
ida. For more informa-
tion, call 407-886-7864
or visit them at www.ws-
bcapopka.org.

Advertisement

YOUR

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777
to find out about our Business Profile program.
Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

* 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.

* 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

* 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy

Errol Estate entrance)

* Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &

Roger Williams Rd.

* Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
* Circle K & BD, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
* Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Kelly Park Rd

Wiekiva Springs Rd.

o Circle K #1288, Welch Rd &

¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,

Would You Like Extra Copies?
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

* Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd &

* Plymouth Post Office,
Plymouth/Sorrento Rd

* Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)

o Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)

* Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &

¢ Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

¢ Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Ace Meat & Grocery, * Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 2691 Highway 441 Welch Rd. * Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St. (Plymouth) * Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron's  Sam’s Discount, Overland & (beside Lowe’s)
* Apopka Chief rack, * Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind * Crosby’s Motor Inn, Apopka Blvd. ¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
400 N. Park Ave. store by mail boxes) Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate) * Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd. * Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
* Apopka High School o CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av *Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S. * Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & ¢ Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262
* Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 8 Hwy 441 ¢ Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown) Plymouth-Sorrento Rd. Robinson St.
Lake Cortez Dr. * Discount Beverage & Smoke * McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown) * Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd

* Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave.
(across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
* CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
* Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 &
Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

(Across from Checkers, Highway 441
¢ Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at
corner of Apopka Blvd.
¢ Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
S.Park  Avenue

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com ¢ Ph: 407-886-2777 ¢ Fax: 407-889-4121 ¢ email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com

* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441

(next to Burger K)
* Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave.
o Perkins Restaurant

Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

* UPS Store (The), Rock Springs

8 Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave

and Hwy 441
* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!
Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
Subscribe Online at

www.TheApopkaChief.com

04/24
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Devices: Donated tablets, laptops are both new and repurposed

Continued from page 1A

ty members that we work
very closely with, that we
knew needed laptops, need-
ed a tablet, so that’s going
to be distributed to some of
the community members as
well,” said HCC Chief of
Staff Meilyn Santana.

The deployment of de-
vices follows the rollout
Orange County had last Au-
gust to bring broadband in-
ternet access to over 1,300
residential addresses in the
Bithlo/Christmas area and

South Apopka.
Afterward, Orange
County’s local technolo-

gy planning team met with
various nonprofits and in-

ternet service providers to
find out the needs and gaps
in the community, said Da-
vid Volz of the Orange
County Office of Innova-
tion and Emerging Tech-
nology.

Under the ARPA funds,
Orange County must retain
ownership, hence the rea-
son the devices are loaned
out, not distributed, Volz
said.

The Aeras Foundation
was born out of the 2020
pandemic from Aeras Tech-
nologies, an Apple-focused
IT company that has an of-
fice in Maitland.

During the pandemic,
Aeras learned that many
students didn’t have a de-

@zll them you saw it in The Apopka @I)@

Qwner

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention

before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

» Tree Trimming & Removal
* Landscape Installation

* Stump Grinding
+ Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

JAMES MALTBY

o —

Licensed
& Insured

o StateFarm

Kim Varnadore
kimvarnadore.com 7
(352) 343-5181 s

SEPTEMBER 28TH -
NOVEMBER 24TH

Open Saturdays
and Sundays. Group
reservations available
during the week also.

ADMISSION

General Admission: $16
(online price only)

Children 2 & Under: FREE

SPECIALSEVENT,
TWISTED TRAILS
(21 and older)

November 15th

PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

Duct Cleaning

Attic Insulation

HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation

407-489-5060

More Info

Equipment and Duct Repair

@ www.nicksacandheat.com

CAC1817219

vice and had to learn at
home without one, said
David Collins, founder/
CEO of the Aeras Founda-
tion. The Aeras Foundation
asks customers to donate
their old devices, repurpos-
es them, and redistributes
them through Aeras’ non-
profit partners.

Universal Studios was
Aeras Foundation’s larg-
est donor, having donated
3,900 keyboards, monitors,
and computer mice, Collins
said. Among other donors
were McCoy Federal Cred-
it Union and the Morgan
and Morgan law firm.

The deployed devices
have wraparound services,
such as controls to manage

content filtering, and appli-
cations relevant to Orange
County and the nonprofit
that deployed them.

“So, all those wrap-
around services are on the
device so we can man-
age and control the de-
vice,” Collins said. “Not
that we’re tracking people
like Big Brother, but we do
want to make sure the de-
vice is working, and: are
they using it, are they not
using it, has it been lost,
stolen, broken.”

Aeras Foundation is
becoming a tech bank, Col-
lins said, in a manner of
how food banks distrib-
ute food and blood banks
collect and store donated

blood for later use in trans-
fusions.

All device connectivity
and hotspots are provided
by T-Mobile. T-Mobile is
the city of Apopka’s main
carrier.

“They (the devices) are

a hundred percent T-Mo-
bile. So that kind of tells
you how good the coverage
is. The 5G network that T-
Mobile operates in Apopka
is huge,” said Carey Cart-
er, Education, T-Mobile for
government.

Got
EVENTS?

PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777,
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Saturday
Sounds

A FREE CONCERT SERIES

TRIBUTE TO PRINCE WITH SIR JAC
NOVEMBER 23, 2024 5 PM TO 7 PM
AT THE APOPKA AMPHITHEATER

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
FREE CONCERT SERIES

e HEALTH

e DENTAL
o LIFE

Your Local Agency for

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e MEDICARE
e CREMATION
e ACCIDENT

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Florida Blue

HEARD ABOUT NEW CHANGIES
YOUR HEALTHCARE PLAN?

iy,
TO

PLACE A CALL TO US FIRST, YOU MAY ALREADY HAVE THE BENEFITS!

JMETR

HEALTH OF APOPKA

Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors

701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL. 32703

S ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL

(=]
<
o
[
=
o
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o
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7015 Orange Blossom Trall

SHEELER AVE

Apopka, FL 32703

CALLTODAY TO SCHEDULE
ATOUR AND GET A FREE GIFT!

(407) 349-8155

(407) 803-4622 | SE HABLA ESPANOL

Colin Watts, M.D.
Physician

Yarima Marcucci, M. D.
Physician
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Food pantry starts accepting holiday donations

Loaves and Fishes is asking the

community to prayerfully

helping the food pantry’s 300 quali-
fied families during the upcoming

holiday season.

Current needs for holiday food

items are boxed/instant

boxed stuffing, Hamburger Helper,
canned yams, canned fruit, and maca-

roni and cheese.

consider bie clothes, toys

potatoes,

Current needs for toys are Bar-

3-8, Lego sets, sports balls, arts/crafts
items, and trucks/cars.

Donors can also make a holiday
food pledge by making a monetary
donation. Loaves and Fishes will then
buy the items for donors in bulk. Do-
nate online at LoavesandFishesApop-
ka.com. If mailing a check, send to

for girls/boys ages

Loaves and Fishes, 206 E. Eighth St.,
Apopka, 32703.

Thanksgiving distribution is No-
vember 25-27. Christmas distribution
is December 9-19. Loaves and Fish-
es will be closed Friday, December 20
through Sunday, January 5, 2025. It
will reopen Monday, January 6, 2025.

For
Loaves and Fishes at 407-886-6005.

more information, call

UCF will perform
holiday concert

The UCF Sympho-
ny Orchestra and Sing-
ing Knights will perform a
free, family-friendly holi-
day concert at the Apopka
Amphitheater on December
14,5-7 p.m., at the Apopka
Amphitheater, 3710 Jason
Dwelley Parkway, Apopka.

The city of Apopka
and the University of Cen-
tral Florida School of Per-
forming Arts invites the
community to attend “Si-
lent Knights: A Jolly Holi-
day Concert.”

For more information
visit Apopka.gov.

Veterans: Downtown banners display service members” names

Continued from page 1A

ing spirit. Even though all
those members of those dif-
ferent branches and all the
ones there have different
background and history and
experiences, they’re all dif-
ferent. How ever they come
together, there’s one thing
that unites them: duty and
sacrifice. A great group of
people,” said Webster.
Richardson  encour-
aged his fellow veterans to
continue sharing their val-
ues with other citizens, as
well as sharing experiences
and knowledge. Richard-
son cited faithfulness, loy-
alty, submission to author-
ity, and honor as values.
“Contribute on, share
your stories, share your
experiences,” Richardson

said. “Share the things that
you overcome. Share the
things that you learned. Be-
cause we have a nation that
needs it. We have a genera-
tion that needs it. We have a
generation that doesn’t un-
derstand some of the val-
ues that you and I hold so
dearly and so truly to our-
selves. These values helped
us win many wars around
the globe. And I believe
these same values will help
us keep America great.”
Richardson asked vet-
erans and civilians to come
together and help other vet-
erans, especially those who
were in combat, with their
struggles, such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder, loss
of comrades, family disrup-
tion, and physical wounds.
Richardson said there are

several governmental and
private groups that are will-
ing to help veterans.

Richardson ended
his message with his tes-
timony as a Christian. He
called his surrender to Je-
sus Christ as the most im-
portant and helpful part of
his transition from military
to civilian life. That transi-
tion began in 1978 in col-
lege, where he met a wom-
an who would become his
wife for 44 years, who led
him back into a relationship
with Jesus.

During his scriptures
studies, he found many
similarities between what
was said in the Bible and
“the things that I have held
dearly from my time in the
military,” Richardson said.
“In doing so, it helped me

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT
AND CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs.
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Section 2.4.7.B,

Development Code,

Article 1II,

163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),

Part III, Land
that Bill Maki has

made application relating to the following described property.

ORDINANCE NO. 3083

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM MIXED-USE TO RESIDENTIAL VERY LOW SUBURBAN FOR CERTAIN

REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY ROSEVILLE FARMS,
EAST OF PONKAN PINES ROAD

LOCATED NORTH OF

PONKAN ROAD,

LLC; GENERALLY

AND WEST OF JASON DWELLEY PARKWAY; COMPRISING 28.44 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN

EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3084

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM MU-ES-GT (MIXED-USE — GATEWAY — EAST SHORE) TO

RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY — LARGE LOT)
REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY ROSEVILLE FARMS,

FOR CERTAIN

LLC; GENERALLY

LOCATED NORTH OF PONKAN ROAD, EAST OF PONKAN PINES ROAD
AND WEST OF JASON DWELLEY PARKWAY; COMPRISING 28.44 ACRES,

MORE OR LESS;
EFFECTIVE DATE.

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN
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through a myriad of per-
sonal challenges. My faith
in Him has been everything
for me.”

“So, I encourage you
that are out there: If you’re
going through things, I
would encourage you not to
just seek physical and psy-
chological help, but seek
spiritual help and guidance
for your soul. Because in
the end, there is a life eter-
nal, and we all have an op-
portunity to sit, to be a part
of that life,” Richardson
said.

Prior to Veterans Day,
on Sunday, November 10,
the U.S. Marine Corps Ball
took place at the Apop-
ka Community Center in
celebration of the Ma-
rine Corps’ 249th birthday,
Mayor Nelson said.

Alice Boria of the
VFW Post 10147 Auxiliary
read the poem “In Flanders
Field” by John McCrae.
Published on December 8,
1915, in the British maga-
zine Punch, the poem refer-
ences the red poppies that
grew over the graves and
helped popularize the flow-
er as a memorial symbol.

Hometown Heroes

Before reading a proc-
lamation recognizing No-
vember 11 as Veterans Day,
Mayor Bryan Nelson dis-
cussed the VFW’s Home-
town Heroes program. In
Hometown Heroes, 30 ban-
ners — each bearing a vet-
eran’s name and his/her
branch of military service
— are displayed throughout
downtown Apopka. Each

banner is five-feet high and
two-feet wide.

The goal is to increase
the number of banners from
30 to 100 by next Novem-
ber, Nelson said.

Mike McFadden of the
VFW said he wants to be-
gin promoting the program
in early 2025. He was in-
spired to set up Hometown
Heroes when, this past Au-
gust while in Pennsylva-
nia for a class reunion, he
drove from Allentown to
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton
metropolitan area. Taking
the back roads, he noticed
banners honoring veterans
on both sides of the streets
in several small towns.

These banners were
what he wanted to see in
Apopka, McFadden said.

The First Methodist
Church Apopka ladies are
busy putting the final touch-
es to all the creative hand-
made items to be sold at
the 50th Christmas Bazaar
in the fellowship hall at the
Church, 201 S. Park Ave-
nue, Apopka, FL. on Novem-
ber 16th from 8:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

The ladies have met every
Monday in the Bazaar room
all day long, all year long.
Some ladies work at home
and bring in exquisite, “one
of a kind” items. Members
of the church keep supplies

\of fabrics, ribbons, buttons,

( Christmas Bazaar is Saturday, November 16 )

unused craft kits, etc. com-
ing to the room.

On Monday, some of the
ladies were randomly asked
“how they felt about the ba-
zaar”. Here are some of the
comments: “Most fun class-
room I’ve been in”; “It is a
mood elevator”; “I enjoy the
smell and the people”; “It
is better therapy than tran-
quilizers, you get lost in
the learning”; “Flabbergast-
ed that such a small group
of women can put on such
a show year-after-year”;
“During the last few days,
it gets very busy and people
can get cranky, but the Lord

always pulls us through”.

You can start the day off
with Apple Fritters and cof-
fee. And, lunch is served at
11:00 a.m.

This year’s theme is “The
Country Store Christmas”.
What will you find in this
special store? Christmas or-
naments, scarfs, blankets,
tree skirts, jewelry, fabric,
yarn, Christmas table ar-
rangements and wreaths to
fit all your Christmas needs.
Stop by and find items to get
your Christmas shopping off
to a good start.

For further information,
call 407-889-2628. J

+$5.99 SHIPPING

& Ready to Ship

Farm Fresh Gifts Since 1926

Affordable, Delicious

4 Fruit Varieties & Snacks to Share!
Treat a special friend, teacher, neighbor or
co-worker to a personal-sized sampling of °
Pittman & Davis’s most loved fruits and sweets.
This affordable gift box introduces your
recipient to our famous premium fruit.

FHillman&Laviy

#PROGB - Just A Taste Gift Box

1 Navel Orange

1King Comice Pear

1Rio Ruby™ Red Grapefruit

1Fuji Apple

2.5 0z. Gourmet Chocolate Chip Cookies
5 0z. Honey Roasted Peanuts

Satisfaction completely guaranteed. Order by Dec. 15, 2024
for GUARANTEED Christmas delivery. Limited time offer,
good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer.
Limit 5 boxes per customer.

CALL 1-844-881-7096

OR VISIT PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P5YF84
Order Item #PROGB, mention Code P5YF84

PITTMAN & DAVIS < HARLINGEN, TX 78552

IC: P5YF84

Buy One, Get One

Save on Windows & Doors!

AND
$

Take an Extra

Parcel Identification Number(s): 19-20-28-0000-00-010

Contains: 28.44 +/- Acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 3083
and 3084 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
December 4, 2024 beginning at 1:30 P.M. and December 18, 2024 at
7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning
Applications can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development
Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the
hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. City Hall address shown below.
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a
decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a record
of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance
to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the City
Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone:
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Apopka Planning Commission

November 15, 2024 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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2000

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE'

40%.

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months'

Minimum purchase of 4 - interest accrues fram the date of purchase butis waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Call by January 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

®877-345-6770

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no
money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/1/2024 and 1/31/2025. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum
purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 1/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order.
Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after
the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing provided by various equal opportunity lenders. Savings
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License
numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are
trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13669 *Using U.S. and imported parts.




Obituaries

PETER G. NOACK, 77, passed away on October 29, 2024. Born
January 12, 1947 in Port Arthur, TX to Marvin E. Noack, Sr. and Mabelle

A. Noack. Brother Marvin E Noack, Jr. He is survived by his five children,
18 grandchildren, and 22 great-grandchildren.

SEND US YOUR
CHURCH NEWS

Email: news@theapopkachief.com
or Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Peter 3. Voack

Peter G. Noack, passed away at 77 yrs. of
age on October 29, 2024. Born January 12,
1947 in Port Arthur, TX to Marvin E. Noack,

Sr. and Mabelle
A. Noack. Brother
Marvin E Noack,
Jr. Beloved father,
grand-father and
friend to 5 chil-
dren, 18 grandchil-
dren, and 22 great-
grandchildren

T

A an

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries
and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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A Quiet Mind

mid the noisy
clutter and clatter of
everyday life, most

of us long for peace and
quiet. But even when the
television, the radio and the
smartphone have been
turned off, we still have the
problem of the voices in our
heads clamoring for
attention.

What is a person to
do? Start with the physical
environment, turning off all
the noisy appliances and
cleaning up and decluttering
the room you are in. We are
almost always happier and
more at ease in a clean,
decluttered space.

Next, sit, kneel, or lie
down and quiet your body.
Try to slow down your
breathing and just relax.

notice your thoughts and
feelings. You do not need to
change anything; just notice
where your thoughts are
going, as if you are
observing your own mind
from outside.

Lastly, take your mind
to a favorite quiet place.
Maybe you go to a quiet
wooded glen or beside a
stream. Maybe you prefer to
imagine yourself inside a
quiet church or temple. Can
you smell the incense
burning and hear the gentle
tinkling of bells? An
amazing thing about the
mind is that you can take it
wherever you want, and an
imagined experience is
often as good—or better—
than the real thing.

A quiet mind can

This may take several be had wherever and
minutes; do not rush it. You  whenever you want.
LOOMIS FAM]LY FUNERAL HOMES cannot have a quiet mind
without a quiet body. Once - Christopher Simon
/ VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY you are physically relaxed
FUNERAL oV LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM and breathing comfortably,
| T
But those who wait on N
ewspaper A Q . . In the same way
the Lord Shall renew ulet 1mn - 4 .
their strength; They shall readers are let your light MaXImlze.your
t g Ith y . (See message above.) Shine before marketlng
mount 1P Wi wings ACTIVE “The Lord is my others, that the dollars by
like eagles, They shall 1 | shepherd, Ilack ’ y
CONSUMERS! | shepherd,lac - may see your FOCUSING your
run and not be weary, nothing. He makes me 4 ood deeds advertiSing
They shall walk and not As a group, lie down in green ‘ an% loFifv vour campaign on a
faint. Isaiah 40:31 they have pastures, he leads me g . yy
tremendous beside quiet waters, he Father in heaven. concenktr:'ted
market:

In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that
they may see your

good deeds and
glorify your Father

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Add Your Church
To Our List. Call
(407) 886-2777

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:

407-928-8617

407-886-3388

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

FUNERAL HOME
232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

o StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka
407-880-3167

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

Apopka Auto Upholstery

48 W. 4th Street, Apopka
(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011
In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at
TheApopka
Chief.com

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

buying power!

AME
St. Paul AME
407-889-4464
Anglican
Anglican Community
Fellowship
Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
Apostolic Church of Jesus
407-886-2556
Assembly of God
Apopka Assembly of God
407-886-2806
One Church
Markham Woods
407-774-0777
Baptist
Apopka First Baptist
407-886-2628
First Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church
407-963-5398
First Baptist Church of
Mount Dora
352-385-2222
First Baptist Church of
Sanlando Springs
407-788-6801
First Baptist Sorrento
352-383-2241
First Baptist Church of
Sweetwater
407-862-3893
First Baptist Church
of Tangerine
352-383-7920
First Baptist Church
of Zellwood
407-889-0509
Forest Avenue Baptist
Church
407-886-4374
Fountain of Life
Baptist Church
of Apopka, Inc.
407-814-8322
Gospel Centered Church
800-924-6850
Hope Baptist Church
407-886-6980
Lockhart Baptist Church
407-295-1133
Northside Baptist Church
407-884-4443
One Way Christian Church
www.onewaychristian
church.com
The Church at Oak Level
407-656-1523
Pleasant View Baptist
Church
407-886-6717
Riverside Baptist Church
407-295-3850
Springs Community
Baptist Church
407-889-2240
St. Luke’s Full Gospel
Baptist Church
352-735-9199

refreshes my soul.”

Psalm 23:1-3 NIV

Trinity Baptist Church
407-886-2966
Wekiwa Springs
Baptist Church
407-886-7864

Bible
Bear Lake Bible Chapel
407-563-3931

Biblical Science
IDMR
321-948-3298

Catholic
St. Francis of Assisi
407-886-4602

Charismatic Episcopal
Ascension Church, CEC
407-880-9555

Christian
Christ Centered
Christian Church
321-331-0036
Journey Christian Church
407-884-7223
Real Life Christian
Church
352-735-LOVE

Christian Science
Christian Science Church
407-389-4200

Church of Christ
Apopka Church of Christ
now with Plymouth*
Central Church of Christ
407-869-1419
Plymouth (and Apopka)
Church of Christ*
407-886-1466
Church of Christ
of West Orange
407-656-2770
Tri-City Church of Christ
407-920-1757
10th Street Church of Christ
407-884-4835

Church of God
Church of God of Zellwood
407-886-3074
Grace Street Church of God
407-298-9188
Healing Waters Church
of God
407-886-3780
Park Avenue Worship
Center
407-886-2696
Sorrento Church of God
352-735-4245

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints
Apopka Ward
407-880-9877

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit
407-886-1740

Faith and Word
Word of Life
407-886-7427

Full Gospel
Millenium of Glory
407-814-0041

New Covenant
Perfecting Ministries
407-880-8898
Holiness
End Time Word Ministry
407-369-0148
St. Elizabeth Church of
God by Faith
407-886-6290
St. Matthew Holiness
407-889-2274
Temple of Faith Church
407-884-6960
Independent
True Temple of God
407-880-8181
Interdenominational
New Vision
Community Church
407-886-3619
Northwest Community
Church
407-578-2088
One Accord Christian
Fellowship Church
407-523-3002
Jewish
Congregation Beth Am
407-862-3505
Congregation of Reform
Judaism
407-645-0444
Lutheran
St. Paul Lutheran
407-889-2634
Methodist
First United Methodist
407-886-3421
Bear Lake United Methodist
407-862-1531
Zellwood United Methodist
407-889-4426
Moravian
Rolling Hills
Moravian Church
407-332-8380

Nazarene
Calvary Church of
the Nazarene
407-889-2148
Apopka Springhill
Church of the Nazarene
407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
Anointed Word Family
Worship Center
407-886-4989
Casa De Oracion
Internacional
321-239-7680
Center of Faith Church
for All People
407-464-9375
Church on the Edge
407-869-1133
City of Destiny (The)
407-884-6322

Matthew 5:16

Compass Community
Church

407-880-6110
Dayspring Community
Church

407-814-4996
Everlasting Covenant
Christian Center
407-884-8598
Faithworks Church
302-293-1391

Freedom Fellowship
407-299-6311

Freedom Ministries
407-886-6006

Grace Gospel Church
321-438-4554

Grace Pointe Church
407-889-3383
Graceworx

Community Church
321-228-4599

Happy Hill Ministries
407-889-0583

Holy Tabernacle Church
407-928-8617

Hosanna To The Highest
Ministries
407-491-4266

Inspire

407-415-6218
Ministries of Good Life
407-703-7464

New Life Praise
Worship Center
407-880-3421

New Beginning
Worship Center
352-455-9173

New Life Word of Faith
321-460-8205

Orlando Church of
Christ

407-823-7370
Philemon Ministries
407-718-7179

Rejoice in the Lord
Ministries
407-814-7643
Remnant Christian Center
407-703-7346

Renewal Church
407-410-5378

Servants of God Ministries
407-814-8255

Sorrento Christian Center
352-735-4447

Spirit of Life

Christian Church
407-886-4570
Tangerine

Community Church
352-383-4173

The Shabach Church
407-445-1230

True Words of God
Tabernacle of Meeting
407-227-8829

Victory Church World
Outreach Center

407-889-7288
Pentecostal
Church in the Son
407-246-0001
Faith Fellowship Church
407-741-3750
Ministerios Getsemani
407-310-8672
Prince of Peace
Pentecostal Missionary
Church, Inc.
407-889-9269
Pentecostals of Apopka
407-889-3802
Way of Grace Ministries
407-292-9998
Presbyterian
First Presbyterian
of Apopka
407-886-5943
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
Rolling Hills
Community Church
407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
Apopka Seventh-day
Adventist
407-889-2812
Florida Living SDA
Church
407-284-7472
Forest Lake
407-869-0680
Franco-Haitian
407-296-4368
Genesis Spanish
509-264-4873
Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist
407-290-1800
Mount Olive
407-886-0430
Orlando Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist
407-292-9210
Orlando Vietiamese
Seventh-day Adventist
407-339-4974
Patmos Chapel SDA
321-870-8583
Pine Hills
407-291-4816
Plymouth-Sorrento
407-884-0595
Templo Biblico
Templo Asamblea Biblica
Lake Howell Branch
Chapel
407-814-4465
Unity
Unity Church of
Christianity
407-295-9181
Ukrainian
St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Ukrainian
386-848-9888

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to

petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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' Community Church
SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
- Worship 11:30 AM

ivestream:
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Students shake up Amazing Shake

On Tuesday, November 12, Dream Lake Elementary School students participated in the Amazing Shake
contest,which places an emphasis on teaching students manners, discipline, respect, and professional con-
duct. Students compete at the local level. Winners advance to the Global Amazing Shake competition,
hosted at the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta, Ga.

ift of Choice.

A growing number of homegwners are
choosinng natural.gas;as-a clean, reliable
and 4ffordable energy source.

forthe

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District

ENERGY
CH®ICE

Enjoy the freedom of Energy Choice
with natural gas —it really pays off.

Call 407.656.2734 or LANGD.org

HEARD ABOUT NEW CHANGES TO
YOUR HEALTHCARE PLAN?

PLACE A CALL TO US FIRST, YOU MAY ALREADY HAVE THE BENEFITS!

HEALTH OF APOPKA

Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors

701S. ORANGE BLOSSOMTRAIL
APOPKA, FL 32703

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE
ATOUR AND GET A FREE GIFT!

(407) 349-8155

(407) 803-4622 | SE HABLA ESPANOL

Celebratethe H olidays with Comfort and
Savings: Choose Natural Gas

The holiday season
is a time for gathering
with loved ones, sharing
special moments and
giving thanks, but with
the joy of the season
also comes the stress
of cooking meals, buy-
ing gifts, planning fam-
ily gatherings and trav-
eling. This festive whirl-
wind can be overwhelm-
ing — but there’s one way
to simplify your celebra-
tions: by choosing versa-
tile, reliable and cost-ef-
fective natural gas from
Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District.

Whether you're
roasting a picture-per-
fect Thanksgiving tur-
key, baking a tasteful
Christmas Eve ham or
whipping up your favor-
ite dessert, there’s noth-
ing better than bringing
your loved ones togeth-
er over a delicious meal,
and there’s no better way
to cook than with natu-
ral gas. Trusted for de-
cades by home cooks
and professional chefs
alike, natural gas’s abil-
ity to deliver consistent
heat and precise tem-
perature control ensures
that each dish is cooked
to perfection every time.

In the rush of holi-
day preparations, timing
is everything. Since a
natural gas range heats
faster and hotter than
electric models, there’s
no need to wait for the

stovetop to come to tem-

LET USTELLYOUR
BUSINESS STORY!

RLLLLRL({

The average person waits

SEVEN YEARS

That’s seven years of missed laughs.
Seven years of missed conversations.

Seven years of missed moments.

407.358.7045 | APoPKA
352.326.5253 | LEESBURG

Apopka
200 North Park Ave, Ste B

Leesburg
1108 W Dixie Ave

CentralFloridaAudiology.com

CENTRAL
@FLOMDQ
Aadiology

Amy Davis, Au.D.
Cynthia Quintana, Au.D.

\\\W///

If you are considering making the switch to natural gas, please contact the
LANGD marketing team at (407) 656-2734 ext. 307 or marketing @langd.org,
or visit www.langd.org for more information on natural gas service for your
home, business or vehicle.

perature, making for far
shorter and less stress-
ful cook times. Don’t
make the family wait all
day to enjoy the Thanks-
giving feast. By using
natural gas, your meal
will be ready in no time.
And when you’re done,
gas burners cool down
just as quickly — espe-
cially important when
the kitchen is bustling
with activity and little
ones running around.
But the benefits don’t
just stop in the kitch-
en. From water heaters
to clothes dryers, fire-
places and more, natu-
ral gas powers multiple
areas of your home. Its
efficiency helps reduce
energy use year-round,
meaning lower bills and
less environmental im-
pact. Plus, natural gas
is a reliable choice, en-
suring your home stays
powered regardless of

weather, and as the chill
of winter sets in, nat-
ural gas can help you
keep your home warm
and cozy, ensuring your
family stays comfortable
throughout the season.

Natural gas is also
incredibly cost-effective.
In fact, data from the
American Gas Associa-
tion has shown that fam-
ilies can save approxi-
mately $1,132 per year
by choosing natural gas
as their preferred en-
ergy choice. With those
savings, you can allo-
cate more money toward
presents, charitable giv-
ing and groceries in-
stead of pricey electric-
ity bills.

As the weather
changes and tempera-
tures drop, give yourself
the gift of savings and
peace of mind this holi-
day season. By choos-
ing natural gas, you're

investing in an energy
source that delivers reli-
ability, efficiency and ver-
satility — all while helping
you save money on your
utility bills. From keep-
ing your home warm to
making sure every meal
is cooked to perfection;
natural gas has got you
covered.

If you are consider-
ing making the switch
to using natural gas,
please get in touch with
the LANGD marketing
team at (407) 656-2734
ext. 307 or visit www.
langd.org for more in-
formation on natural gas
service for your home,
business or vehicle. Be
sure to stay in the loop
by liking, following and
sharing LANGD’s con-
tent on Facebook and
LinkedIn.

Advertisement

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777
to find out about our Business Profile program.
Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME

HIGHLAND MEMORY

GARDENS

It’s more than just cremation;

it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.
Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.

We Make It Personal.’

3329 East Semoran Blvd.

Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com
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Roads: Homeowner majority voted to ask city to maintain roads

Continued from page 1A

est, $150,000; cost of issu-
ance, $150,000; Emerson
Park contribution, $64 ,425;
and financing contingency,
$229.216.

“The alleyway cost is
separate and that’s estimat-
ed at about $487,000 with
a contingency of about
$49,000. Offsetting that
$600,000 donation (from
Emerson Park) leaves an
excess of about $64,000
that is applied to the proj-
ect costs. So, at this point,
we’re just requesting au-
thorization to approve the
reimbursement resolution,”

Blanche Sherman, city fi-
nance director, told the City
Council.

After adopting the res-
olution, publications will
run ads for four consecutive
weeks. After that, city staff
will return to council for a
public hearing and adop-
tion of another intent reso-
lution, that one for project
assessment itself, Sherman
said.

“This is a 33-step pro-
cess and we are now on the
third step for the adoption
of the reimbursement reso-
lution,” Sherman said.

Dave Woods, an Emer-
son Park resident, thanked
the City Council for part-

nering with Emerson Park
on the subdivision’s road-
way project.

“I'm getting one heck
of an education,” Woods
said. “I know the 12-step
process, but I’ve never
heard about 32-step pro-
cess. But again, thank you
all and we appreciate your
partnering with us.”

Emerson Park Assess-
ment Project

On October 16, the
Apopka City Council ap-
proved 5-0 to move for-
ward with an assessment
project that will help the
Emerson Park subdivision
with its request to have

its roadways, curbs, gut-
ters, and street signs trans-
ferred from private to pub-
lic ownership and to create
a Municipal Service Busi-
ness Unit (MSBU) fund-
ing source to bring this in-
frastructure up to city stan-
dards.

The estimated cost
to upgrade the Emerson
Park infrastructure would
be $3,778,342 if the proj-
ect does not start by Sep-
tember 2025; this amount
includes the main roads,
sidewalks, curbs, signs
and alleyway. The estimat-
ed cost for the alleyway is
$730,330, and therefore the
assessment will be based

on $3,048,012, total cost,
less the cost of the alley-
ways.

If the project does
commence before Septem-
ber 2025, the cost would be
around $2.5 million with
the use of the current ac-
tive paving contract the city
has, according to Sherman.

Over 500 homeown-
ers live in Emerson Park,
which is located near the
S.R. 414/429 interchange
and along Harmon Road
and Ocoee-Apopka Road,
across the street from Ad-
ventHealth Apopka.

It has been a struggle
for Emerson Park home-
owners themselves to pay

for the infrastructure up-
keep. Built in 2007, the
subdivision was originally
planned as a mixed-use de-
velopment of townhomes,
single-family homes, and
a public town center with
public access roads. The
infrastructure was built for
the town center, but the
town center itself was nev-
er constructed.

In December 2023, the
Emerson Park community
voted a 95 percent major-
ity in favor of establishing
a roadway project in which
the city would take on the
subdivision’s infrastructure
cost and maintenance.

City: Redesigned flag is introduced, contest winner is announced

Continued from page 1A

a clean set, and Ambulance 3 fi-
nally made its arrival to Apopka.

Our training division on-
boarded 21 new firefighters last
year, with 10 of those coming in
September.

Our firefighters had over
48,000 training hours, and we had
13 firefighters sponsored through
paramedic school.

Fire Station 6 is underway
on Marden Road and should be
operational early in 2025 with a
$1,014,623 state grant to help pay
for the building.

Our Air Care team opened
up Air Care 3 at Fire Station 4
and has just completed one year
at that location, transporting 540
patients in the first year.

Our Fire Explorer Program
has been a huge success, and we
currently have 13 active high
school students that meet every
Tuesday night. This marks the
41st year of the program as we
continue to pique the interest of
our young people about a fire-
fighter career.

Our fire team inspected and
tested 2,200 hydrants, completed
1,561 fire safety inspections and
completed community outreach
with the AdventHealth Cath Lab
team.

We hosted the World Heart
Day at Apopka High School,
completed fire prevention train-
ing at area schools and held a
scholastic book fair at Fire Sta-
tion 5.

Josh Roell, Tim Sundvall,
and Josh Baker were recognized
for delivering a healthy baby late
last year.

Information technology

The information technology
department has upgraded our new
website with Chatbot and a lan-
guage Selector option.

Our social media stats, I
think you will be impressed. Our
Apopka Proud Weekly email sub-
scriber base is now 4,200 and our
Apopka Proud Blog which high-
lights the prior month’s activities
has grown to 227. Our Facebook
numbers are 19,285; Instagram,
5,201; X, 706; NextDoor, 24,344,
YouTube, 1,164; and Linked-In,
689.

Our facilities team has been
busy, proactively keeping our
AC units across the city running
at peak performance. They have
focused a lot of efforts on up-
grading our fire stations, updating
our security and fire panel sys-
tems, keeping our facilities safe
and aesthetically pleasing. They
completed almost 800 work or-
ders last year to keep us running
smoothly.

Parks and recreation

Next up is Parks and Rec
with 10 new full-time positions
and 41 part-time positions.

Our dedicated staff main-
tains almost 500 acres of parks
and recently completed the
50,000-square foot athletic field
renovation at Alonzo Williams
Park with brand new Bermuda
grass and irrigation which now ri-
vals any grass multi-purpose field
in the area.

Our youth and adult sports in-
clude such programs as baseball,
softball, lacrosse, football vol-
leyball, soccer, tennis, and bas-
ketball. We proudly partner with
Apopka Little League, Apopka
Pop Warner and the Apopka Rap-
tors AAU to bring high quality
athletic programing to Apopka.
We have also added two new
programs with adult kickball and
adult co-ed softball.

Our NW Recreational Com-
plex hosted 84 tournaments and
attracted over 72,000 visitors. We
hosted baseball, softball (slow
pitch and fast pitch), soccer, la-
crosse, Special Olympics, flag
football and ultimate frisbee.

The KSA event which ran
from March 11th through April
5th hosted 90 baseball teams and
60 softball teams with over 6,000
athletes competing. The BBYO
International Convention hosted
920 attendees in February of this
year.

Our senior programs con-
tinue to shine with 3,177 partici-
pants spread among the six senior
programs with a new mahjong
program just getting started. We
hosted nine senior field trips and
36 senior events. Our seniors love
to come hang out at Fran Carlton
Center with their friends and new
acquaintances.

Our youth camps continue
to sell out with Billie Dean Com-
munity Center, winter, spring and
summer break camps combined
registration of almost 400 partici-
pants with an 88 percent city resi-
dent registration rate. New this
year in cooperation with OCPS
we will be hosting summer camps
at Apopka Middle and Wheatley
Elementary and are expecting
to fill all 200 slots giving kids a
chance to play and learn during
the summer break. Camp Wewa
hosted 800 campers and 135
swim lessons this past year.

Apopka continues to expand
our events which have been en-
thusiastically embraced by all
ages with traditional long-stand-
ing events as well as new pro-
graming that has been requested
by the public. For our veterans,
we have wonderful Veterans Day,
Wreaths Across America, and
Memorial Day programs. For
our youth, we have the Apopka
Christmas Parade, Breakfast with
the Easter Bunny, and Halloween
in the Park. For the families, we
have the Christmas Concert, New
Year’s Eve, MLK Parade, the
Apopka Fair and Festival, Apop-
ka Art and Foliage Festival, the
Apopka Health and Fitness Fest,
the Emancipation Celebration,
Juneteenth, July Fourth Celebra-
tion, Hispanic Heritage Celebra-
tion, Saturday Sounds Concert
Series, National Night Out, and
the Lake Apopka Eco Bike Ride.
What wonderful programing put
on by our very dedicated parks
and recreation team.

Our Apopka Amphitheater
continues to impress not only the
public but also the national and
even international promoters. Our
Apopka Proud Concert sold al-
most 1,600 tickets and our wildly
successful Saturday Sounds Con-
cert Series collectively brought
over 15,000 to the Amphitheater

to sit, relax and listen to some
great music. Our Holiday Pops
Orchestra brought over 3,000 pa-
trons to the Amphitheater to hear
your favorite Christmas music.
For the promoter-led concerts,
we had almost 20,000 attend-
ees come listen to such diverse
groups the Heart and Soul, Jingle
Jam, Willie Nelson, Awakening
Event, Steel Pulse and Jamey
Johnson. Check out our new web-
site, Facebook page, and email
newsletter to keep up on all the
exciting concerts free and paid
coming to Apopka.

Our partnership with the
Orange Audubon is beginning to
take shape with a rendering of the
new Audubon Nature Center be-
ing built at our Apopka Birding
Park. This project could not have
been possible without the help
of St. Johns Water Management
District who suggested a land
swap with Apopka giving us the
70-acre birding site for our four-
acre prime commercial property.
We also had help from CFX who
moved a pond in cooperation with
an industrial developer giving the
city of Apopka another 10-acre
buffer.

We just received our 31st
Tree City USA designation and
are happy to partner with the Foli-
age Garden Club, Woman’s Club,
and the FNGLA to add more trees
to our city.

Some of the [recreation]
projects in progress include a
one-of-a-kind all-inclusive play-
ground and sensory garden at the
Northwest Recreation Complex
that wouldn’t have been possible
without the financial help from
the nonprofit group Unlimited
Capabilities.

We are in the bidding process
for a tennis and pickleball center
just east of Jason Dwelley Park-
way, which ultimately will have
10 tennis and 10 pickleball courts.

We are replacing the gazebo
at Kit Land Nelson Park with a
mini-amphitheater which will
have almost double the space and
be more functional.

The most exciting news at
parks and rec is the $13.1 million
dollars Tourist Development Tax
ARC grant that the city received.
For decades, the Apopka hotel
taxes that we have collected have
been spent downtown, and we are
excited to finally bring some of
that money back to Apopka to in-
crease our attractiveness for folks
to stay overnight in Apopka. With
this grant, we will be making
major improvements to the Am-
phitheater which will attract big-
ger and better talent, and we are
adding four new softball fields on
the east side of Jason Dwelley to
bring bigger baseball and softball
tournaments to Apopka. I would
like to thank our parks and rec
team for their hard work on put-
ting together such an impressive
package that scored the highest of
all applicants.

Our Edgewood Cemetery in-
stalled two double-sided 84-niche
columbariums and are set to add
two additional 84-niche colum-
bariums this year.

Economic, community develop-
ment

Our new economic develop-
ment department, under the lead-
ership of Michelle Boylan, has
hit the ground running, launch-
ing a Business Retention and Ex-
pansion Program, and Sites and
Building Database to give site
selectors the ability to see with a
couple of clicks what properties
are available.

Michelle has already secured
13 confidential leads from OEP,
advertised in the Florida Trend
magazine, launched a new web-
site and branding logo and help
launch the Retail Attraction Ini-
tiative.

Our Apopka Youth Council
has been busy putting together
the Black History Month book
project, helped with the city’s
Wekiva Parkway grand opening
booth and helped the VFW 10147
with the Wreaths Across America
project.

Our 2024-2025 class repre-
sents four high schools and has
already hit the ground running.
We are excited to see what all
they accomplish this year.

They helped Stephen Cribb
set-up for the third annual Lake
Apopka Eco-Bike Ride, which
just happened last Saturday. If
you haven’t ridden your bike on
the Wildlife Drive, check it out.
You will be amazed at the diver-
sity of birds, gators, and maybe
even a bobcat that you might see.

Community development has
been busy this year. Our building
safety division has issued 10,850
permits and inspected 17,264
properties to make sure that the
homes and commercial buildings
are up to our high standards.

Our planning and zoning
division is in the middle of re-
writing our comprehensive plan
with help from the East Central
Florida Regional Planning Coun-
cil. This will be the blueprint for
the city’s development for the
next 25 years. Some exciting new
businesses opening up in Apop-
ka include the new Starbucks
on Rock Springs Road, Rock
Springs Dental, Hick’s Seafood,
Grain and Berry and Just Like
Momma’s restaurant.

We are now in the design
phase for a mountain bike park on
Apopka Ocoee Road, which is a
partnership with Orange County
Parks and the Ridge and Adven-
tHealth. I would like to thank
Craig Perry from The Ridge for
coming out this morning. Please
give him a hand. This 30-acre
property has some very unique
contours that will be a challenge
for even die-hard Mountain Bike
enthusiast.

With the money that Apopka
secured from the Legislature, we
are starting the design for com-
pleting the gap in the West Orange
Trail which will complete the trail
from Clermont to Sanford which
will be a 60-mile trail that will be
the envy of many communities.
We are so excited to be a part of
this game-changing outdoor at-
traction.

We are so proud of our very
unique relationship with Central
Florida Expressway (CFX) and
are excited to partner with them
on another SR 429 entrance off of
Binion Road which will make the

area more accessible to the great-
er Central Florida community.

Apopka is proud to welcome
Miller’s Ale House to Apopka
right here in the Apopka Town
Center and we are already im-
pressed with their philanthropic
attitude toward our city.

The Kelly Park Interchange
(KPI) is beginning to take shape.
Planning for this new area could
not have been possible without
the 429 Interchange at Plymouth-
Sorrento and Kelly Park roads.
The plans include over 400,000
feet of commercial and office
and over 2,500,000 of industrial
space.

There is the Kelly Park Town
Center and School featuring a
retail anchor, wholesale club,
12 outparcels and multi-family
development by Benge Invest-
ments. Please stand, Tony Benge.

Wyld Oaks has made nation-
al news with its unique plans of
a walkable downtown with a park
called Yonder Park that will rival
any park in Florida. Please wel-
come Tim Dennard from Wyld
Oaks to the city of Apopka.

I am so proud of our VFW
10147 for their Hometown Heroes
banners, which highlight many of
our veterans and their branch of
service. We hope to grow the pro-
gram next year filling up every
banner in Apopka during Novem-
ber. Please stand Loretta Forlaw
and be recognized!

Flag redesign and seal

We had a panel of flag en-
thusiasts including vexillologists
who came to the city about a con-
test to redesign the city flag with
unique criteria that will make
your flag stand the test of time
and with 161 entrees from across
the country and even England,
and our judges were able to nar-
row it down to 10. At that point,
we put the 10 designs out to the
public and had over 1,000 votes
as to the best design.

We are proud to introduce
Faith Lee, the artist who sub-
mitted the winning flag design.
A second generation Apopkan,
she is an art and music teacher
at Apopka Christian Academy.
Please give Faith Lee a round of
applause for her dedication to our
community and this wonderful
new city flag.

We also want to remember
our roots and the Apopka city seal
is a trademarked iconic symbol
worthy of saving and highlight-
ing our great history. Along with
the flag contest we opened up
an Apopka Seal essay contest to
students in the Apopka area as to
symbolism of the Seal. [VIDEO
SHOWN]

Please stand up Selena Lim
and be recognized. What an im-
pressive young lady that our
whole community should be
proud of. I couldn’t be more ex-
cited about the future of Apopka
which is bright with youth like
Selena, dedicated city staff, and
our involved Community to lead
the way forward.

Thanks again to Nick Gr-
ounds and the Apopka Chamber
for hosting the State of the City,
and we look forward to another
exciting year here in Apopka.

Send us Your News * Email: news@theapopkachief.com




YOU NAPPED
ALL DAY!

THAT ALL SOLNDS
WELL, EXHALSTING.
WHAT DID YOU

Do?

I THINK
I NEED ANOTHER

BARKED AT THE
MAILMAN, RAN AROLIND,
ATE A SOCK...
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STOP BY
TODAY!
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$20 Exam
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1
1

MyApopkaDentist.net
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Call Now For An Appointment - (017X I3 N/
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‘ + Cancer Screening
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Emergency Appointments Available
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Gala: Video will be posted on website

Continued from page 1A

years past — the Trust un-
veiled a professionally pro-
duced video themed “To-
gether We Thrive” which
features the Trust’s his-

tory, purpose, and works.
The video was produced by
HBA Productions of Cler-
mont.

“It’s our 11th year, so
we’ve supported all types
of youth groups in the com-

What if help was
around the corner?

Bundle home & auto

< StateFarm'

Shren Yeager
Agent

49 E 3rd St Ste A
Apopka, FL 32703-4245

Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Graceworx fo Host Concert
November 16, 2024

Graceworx Community Church will host a 50-minute concert by
Sabbath Strings—an ensemble of violins, violas, cellos and double
bass—on Saturday, November 16, at 11:30 AM. The event is free and
the public is invited. The string ensemble, which also features other
instruments and vocalists, is directed by Sabdiasep Rosado and draws
on talent from a variety of Central Florida congregations. Learn more
about the group at https://sabbathstrings.com/. Graceworx, a nonde-
nominational congregation, conducts its worship service at 11:30 AM
every Saturday morning in the sanctuary of St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church, 9913 Bear Lake Road, Apopka, FL. 32703. For more informa-
tion phone 321-228-4599; email graceworxcc@gmail.com.

munity, starting from back
in the very beginning when
a high school football team
won the state champion-
ship and we gave them all
rings and jackets,” said
Trust Board member Bill
Arrowsmith. “That was a
huge expenditure right off
the bat when the trust was
first formed. Since that
time, we had a long list of
benefactors from our fund-
raising events. We’ve giv-
en out over $180,000 now
in grants over the last 10
years. We started out with
$200,000. That was the ba-
sic seed money from the
city. At this point we still
have probably $230,000
of that left even after giv-
ing out over $180,000 in
grants. We’re very proud
of that; we’ve been good
stewards of the money and
been able to make it work
like it has.”

Ricketson was publish-
er of The Apopka Chief/The
Planter for over 45 years.
He was a participant, board

member, and head of sev-
eral organizations, includ-
ing founding board mem-
ber of the Apopka Commu-
nity Trust.

“It was very, very fit-
ting because he (Ricket-
son) was one of the origi-
nal founders of the Trust
when it was first formed
and served as its president
and then as its chairman for
a number of years. (There-
fore) It was very fitting for
JR. to receive the award
and for his family to re-
ceive the award this year,”
Arrowsmith said.

The John Land Apop-
ka Community Trust is a
501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization that was founded
in 2013, in honor of Mayor
John H. Land, to carry John
H. Land’s legacy forward
by serving the community
of Apopka.

Arrowsmith said that
the gala video will be post-
ed on the Trust’s website at
JohnLandApopkaCommu-
nityTrust.org/

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

WREATHS

across

AMERICA

LIVE * WITH * PURPOSE

Please join the Apopka/Altamonte Springs VFW Post 10147
to help our location by scanning the QR Code or clicking on
this flyer to sponsor wreaths and/or to volunteer to help
lay wreaths on December 14th. Please purchase your
sponsorship by November 25, 2024.

On December 14, 2024 at 1:00 PM (Wreath Placement Im-
mediately Following Ceremony), Wreaths Across America
will be at Edgewood/Greenwood Cemetery in Apopka to
Remember and Honor our veterans through the laying of

Remembrance Wreaths on the graves of our country's fall-

en heroes and the act of saying the name of each and every

veteran aloud.

Thank you so much for supporting Edgewood/Greenwood
Cemetery and Wreaths Across America!

National Wreaths Across
America Day will take
place on Saturday,
December 14, 2024
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é Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

In Print. Online. On the Go.
[m] ¥ [m]

Your Local News. Your Way!

Staying connected is
easier than ever...

& Pediatrics
s Family Medicine
(<) Internal Medicine

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffic

Church News

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY! wiometmore B

407-905-8827 Get Your E-edition

Call or Subscribe Online!
The Apopka Chief
225 E7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
00

Your Trusted Local News Source
CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121
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