
By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff

On Wednesday, No-
vember 20, the Apopka 
City Council unanimous-
ly confirmed Commis-
sioner Diane Velazquez to 
represent the city on the 
Lake Apopka Natural Gas 
District (LANGD) Board 
of Directors. 

Velazquez will re-
place Bill Arrowsmith, 
who had resigned from 
the seat. A former city 
commissioner and vice 
mayor, Arrowsmith was 
appointed to serve on 
the board of directors 
in 2018.Before that, he 
served on the board from 
2012-2016.   

At the November 
20 City Council meet-

ing, Mayor Bryan Nelson 
said Arrowsmith “made 
a recommendation for 
Bill Spiegel to be on the 
board, but had also then 
heard that maybe some-
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The city of Apopka has an-
nounced the next steps in bringing a 
brand-new all-inclusive playground 
to the Northwest Recreation Com-
plex. 

The existing playground was 
closed Monday, November 18, with 
construction of the new playground 
beginning late January 2025. The 
new parking areas and exit roadway 
are planned to begin construction 

soon thereafter. 
The all-inclusive playground 

project will include installation of 
new play structures, swings, slides, 
We-Go-Rounds, ZipKrooz, a chil-
dren’s play area, accessible path-
ways, a sensory garden, and addi-
tional enhancements, including new 
parking areas and a new exit road-
way to Jason Dwelley Parkway. 

The city of Apopka created the 

project scope with support from Un-
limited Capabilities and the Halli-
day Foundation, who have donated 
funding and expertise to develop an 
inclusive playground in which the 
Apopka community can take pride. 

Unlimited Capabilities’ mis-
sion is, “…to provide members of 
our community with special needs 

A rendering of the new all-inclusive playground that will get built at the Northwest Recreation Complex in 
early 2025. The existing playground closed on Monday, November 18.

New all-inclusive playground will be 
built at Northwest Recreation Complex

School veteran 
memorial stone 
is rededicated

The veteran memorial stone, pictured above, was re-
dedicated at a Friday, November 15, ceremony at 
Apopka Memorial Middle School. The stone is in 
memory of four veterans who were also school alumni.

The community held a rededication ceremony on Fri-
day, November 15, on the grounds of Apopka Memorial 
Middle School for the veteran stone memorial honoring 
four veterans who were alumni. 

The Apopka Middle School has served the residents 
of the Apopka area since the 1950’s, first as a high school, 
then as a junior high, before becoming a middle school in 

See STONE Page 6A

See PLAYGROUND Page 3A

Beginning December 2 
and continuing until Janu-
ary 10, 2025, roadway re-
surfacing will take place 
at three different subdivi-
sions, Meadows of Maude-
helen, Pines of Wekiva, and 
Spring Ridge. 

This year, the city will 
use the following methods 
in this year’s resurfacing 
program: mill and overlay, 
and cape/micro seal in this 
year’s resurfacing program. 

Maintenance of trans-
portation will be set up with 

one lane closures. Drivers 
are advised to plan accord-
ingly for any traffic delays. 

Homeowners are asked 
to remove any vehicles on 
the road, trash bins, and any 
other debris that can hinder 
the paving process. Delays 
on the start time may oc-
cur due to weather or storm 
events. 

The Apopka City 
Council voted 5-0 on No-
vember 6 to approve a $1.7 
million budget for fiscal 
year 2024-2025 roadway 

resurfacing program pave-
ment improvements to cov-
er about 9.4 miles of road-
way in the three subdivi-
sions. 

The $1.7-million bud-
get, which will come from 
this fiscal year’s street im-
provement fund, is a de-
crease from the fiscal year 
2023-2024 roadway budget 
of an allocated $2 million. 
That fiscal year’s program 
encompassed 218 miles of 
roadway. 

A strategy was imple-

mented to select roads for 
inclusion on the fiscal year 
2024-2025 rehabilitation 
list. The list included con-
sideration of the October 
2021 Pavement Condition 
Assessment Report, city 
staff field-verifying each 
roadway with respect to se-
verity of distress and defi-
ciencies, evaluating citi-
zen inquiries and including 
them when applicable, and 
allocated funding. 

New roadway improvement project to 
begin December 2 at three subdivisions

See STREETS Page 5A

Velazquez 
appointed to gas 
district board 

Four Orange County 
School Board members – 
two new and two re-elected 
including District 7 School 
Board Member Melissa 
Byrd – took their Oath of 
Office. Each member will 
serve four-year terms. 

Circuit Judge Denise 
Beamer conducted the in-
stallation ceremony at the 
Tuesday, November 19, Or-
ange County School Board 
reorganization board meet-
ing at the Ronald Block-
er Educational Leadership 
Center in Orlando. 

Besides Byrd, oth-
er school board members 
who took their oath were 
re-elected member Vicki-

Elaine Felder for District 5, 
and newly elected members 
Anne Douglas for District 
4 and Stephanie Vanos for 
District 6. Byrd was also 
elected vice chair. 

Byrd was elected to 
represent District 7 on the 
Orange County School 
Board in 2018, was re-
elected in 2020 and most 
recently re-elected again in 
this year’s election.

In 2019, Byrd was 
named an Emerging Lead-
er from the Florida School 
Boards Association and in 
2020, she earned the dis-
tinction of certified board 
member. She attended the 
University of Central Flor-

ida, where she received her 
degree in elementary edu-
cation in 1997 and started 
her career at Forest City El-
ementary, the school she at-
tended as a child. Byrd later 

left the classroom to raise 
her daughters while still 
volunteering and serving as 
a substitute teacher. 

Byrd is a graduate of 
Orlando Business Force’s 
Central Florida Political 
Leadership Institute as well 
as Leadership Apopka. 

Byrd serves on numer-
ous committees and action 
boards throughout Orange 
County and Apopka. 

School board meeting 
schedule

Historically, the school 
board has been conduct-
ing regular board meetings 

An 18-year-old Apopka man died 
following a car collision into a utility 
pole on Rock Springs Road, Florida 
Highway Patrol reports.  

On Monday, November 18, at ap-
proximately 10.21 p.m., the man was 
driving a 2014 Infiniti Q50 south-
bound on Rock Springs Road south of 

Ponkan Road in the inside lane. For 
unknown reasons, he failed to main-
tain his lane, according to an FHP 
news release.

The driver over-corrected right 
and began to travel clockwise in a 
southwesterly direction across the 
southbound travel lanes and onto the 

sidewalk. As a result, the left side of 
the Infiniti collided with a utility pole. 
This impact caused the Inifiniti to go 
back into the travel lanes. 

The driver was transported to Ad-
ventHealth Apopka and pronounced 
deceased. This crash remains under 
investigation. 

Byrd takes oath as school board member

18-year old dies from car crash into poleVelazquez

Byrd

See BOARD Page 3A

Apopka city offices 
will be closed on Thursday, 
November 28 and Friday, 
November 29 for Thanks-
giving. Normal operations 
will resume on Monday, 
December 2 at 8 a.m.

There will be no trash 
collection on Thursday, No-
vember 28. Trash will be 
collected on your next reg-
ularly scheduled collection 
day. Police, medical, and 
fire services will operate as 
normal.

City offices 
closed for 
Thanksgiving
weekend

Courtesy of city of Apopka

See GAS Page 11A



I was just briefed on 
the new Orange County 
Animal Shelter which is 
expected to open in late 
2027. The project is at the 
60-percent point in the de-
sign phase and we commis-
sioners requested an update 
at this time frame.

The new animal shelter 
is projected to be 123,419 
square feet in size, with 265 
dog kennels (225 new ken-
nels and 40 from the ex-
isting isolation/quarantine 
building), and housing for 
nearly 200 cats. The build-
ing will be on the same plot 
of land as the current facil-
ity, adjacent to the Mall at 
Millenia. Back in March of 
2022, the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners selected 

Beacon Group, Inc. to de-
sign the new structure.

Why a new shelter? 
Orange County Animal 
Services (OCAS) is the 
only open-admission pet 
shelter in Orange County, 
meaning no stray domes-
tic animal in need is turned 
away, regardless of any be-
havior or medical challeng-
es. The health and wellbe-

ing of these pets is of the 
utmost importance to Or-
ange County.

The current shelter that 
houses these pets was built 
in 1987. At that point in 
time, the facility was con-
sidered state-of-the-art, 
featuring open air kennels 
for the primary dog build-
ing. The building has gone 
through a number of reno-
vations over the past de-
cade, aimed at improving 
the comfort of the shelter 
pets, but, to best meet cur-
rent and future needs of the 
community’s homeless ani-
mal population, a new shel-
ter is needed, commission-
ers decided.

As a child, I learned 
early on to say, “thank you” 
and “please,” but it was 
called common courtesy, 
and all the kids in my rural 
area were held to the same 
standard. We didn’t have 
anywhere near the material 
things we have today, but 
we were taught to be thank-
ful for what we had and not 
concentrate on things we 
didn’t have.

 I read a book, “Don’t 
Sweat the Small Stuff, and 
It Is All Small Stuff,” by 
Richard Carlson, PhD and 
the advice he gives is es-

sential for living without 
the extra stress so many of 
us cling to.

If you are like me, I 
would worry about hav-
ing nothing to worry about. 
I’ve come to understand 
that if we accepted life as 

a gift, and treated it with 
the same respect and grat-
itude that we would if it 
were from our most loved 
relative, we would no lon-
ger worry over the “small 
things.” Being thankful 
isn’t just a one-time deal, 
it’s a lifestyle that has to be 
fostered, and nourished. 

You have heard the old 
saying, “use it or lose it?” 
Gratitude needs to be used 
time and time again to stay 
fresh and be exhibited for 
other people to be mindful 
of the things in their lives 
for which to be grateful. 

Every once in a while, 
my wife, myself, and our 
three kids will get the op-
portunity to go out for din-
ner (Golden Corral, last of 
the big spenders!) and be-
fore we get up to fill our 
plates, we join hands and 
give GOD thanks for His 
provision in our lives. To 
our family it is just a part of 
our lifestyle, but you would 
be surprised at the num-
ber of people that stop by 
on their way out, and com-
ment on how encouraged 
they were by that action! 

Thankfulness humbles 

us when we recognize we 
are a small cog in the gear-
ing of life itself, but by rec-
ognizing that our small cog 
is a major, intricate part 
that keeps the big gears of 
life steady and continuous 
in its movement, we should 
be extremely grateful! To 
be such an important part 
of a much greater plan, and 
knowing it was so ordained 
even before we were born, 
is mind-boggling. 

Our lives of thank-
fulness will make us so 
much more tolerant with 
things that are going on in 

the world. When rain ru-
ins your planned day at the 
beach, or your vehicle quits 
for no apparent reason, or 
your best friend must move 
two thousand miles away 
following his, or her career, 
try giving thanks for the ep-
isode, trusting GOD for the 
why, and the result. 

Then, “Don’t sweat the 
small stuff!” Remember the 
song from Mary Poppins – 
“A spoonful of sugar helps 
the medicine go down.” 
That also works with grati-

Another great week in 
the books!

This week I finished 
up my Student Advisory 
group meetings at Apopka 
and Ocoee high schools. 
The students were wonder-
ful yet again and I left both 
meetings feeling renewed 
and inspired by these 
young leaders.

Both groups shared 
their enthusiasm for the 
positive culture at their 
schools including the great 
school spirit each school 
embodies. They told me 
that school is fun and there 
is so much to be involved 
in that it’s really a positive 
experience.

This warmed my heart 
because this has been a 
big focus in the past few 
years since the pandemic. 
We have tried to encourage 

schools to bring the “fun” 
back to school by increas-
ing activities that encour-
age involvement and en-
gagement. The extra effort 
seems to be paying off!

The students told me 
they appreciated the work 
around mental health that 
the schools have done. 
Apopka High School for 
example had a mental 
health forum in the media 
center where students and 
staff could come to talk 

about struggles or stressors 
and look for support.

These students again 
expressed the need for 
more guidance and mentor-
ship around college and ca-
reer planning, just as Weki-
va students had told me. 
This continues to be a fo-
cus of mine in discussions 
with the superintendent. 
Students in their junior 
and senior years feel over-
whelmed by all the require-
ments and opportunities.

Overall, the students 
felt positive about their ex-
periences in our schools 
and enjoyed being a part 
of their school community. 
This is the goal, if kids en-
joy their schools, they are 
more engaged and are more 
successful.

We are grateful and thankful that we can be tolerant of others 
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Your day will go the 
way the corners of 
your mouth turn.

That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.
2 Corinthians 12:10

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Wed., Nov. 27, 10:15-10:40 a.m., 

Storybook Fun at the North Orange 
Branch Library, 1121 E. Semoran 
Blvd., in the meeting room. The use 
of picture books, songs and told sto-
ries will encourage your child to read, 
talk, sing, write and play. Recom-
mended for children ages 3 to 5. De-
signed especially for preschoolers, it 
is approximately 25 minutes. 
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We are thankful for new animal shelter

 Writer of editorial gives us 
reason to be thankful

Writer of editorial gives 
us reasons to be thankful

Editorial Note: The following 
article was originally written by 
John Peery for the 2021 Thanks-
giving issue. JP was editor of the 
Apopka Chief for many years. In 
retrospect, we are as thankful to be 
in the US today as we were back 
then, and we recognize that our en-
vironment is pretty much the same 
as it has been in the past. Yes, we 
have gotten through the pandemic 
and are now seemingly working on 
mental health issues. And, in 2024, 
we witnessed the election of Pres. 
Donald Trump being the winner 
and who will again take the presi-
dential office on January 20, 2025. 
He was the 45th president and will 
be the 47th president. And, we are 
thankful that he will be entering the 
president’s office having learned 
many things from his first term as 
president.

As Thanksgiving approach-
es on Thursday, November 28, it 
may sound trite to encourage ev-
eryone to be thankful, especial ly 
these days with inflation rear ing its 
ugly head in a way that we haven’t 
seen in many years, or with many 
industries having trou bles keeping 
enough employees or supplies to do 
their jobs. Even with those issues 
affect ing our everyday lives, it’s 
always good to look on the bright 
side of things. 

We do, after all, live in the Unit-
ed States of America. Of course, we 
know that there are is sues here that 
have divided us for too long, but, to 
us, even a U.S. that is not perform-
ing at its best is still so much better 
than many al ternatives around the 
world. 

We know that there are so many 
things in our lives that could be so 
much better, but we also know that 
we must never forget that, as a na-
tion, we have the abili ty to work 
together to make every one’s life 
better. 

We also must never forget that 
Thanksgiving comes out of the 
humble beginnings of the Unit-
ed States when the Pilgrims were 
seeking the freedom of a new land 
where they could worship God as 
they chose instead of being forced 
by the government to pay homage 
to its version of religion. 

These people braved a long, 
hard two-month voyage across the 
Atlantic Ocean and then faced a 
brutal winter in an area that became 
Massachusetts. 

But even with all the problems 
and only half of the original 102 
pas sengers on board the Mayflow er 
surviving, those survivors knew it 
was right to give thanks to God for 
his blessings. 

Throughout the many decades 
since that first thankful Thanks-
giving, the holiday has certainly 
evolved and now, most of us have 
the opportu nity to spend time with 
family and friends enjoying the 
fruits of our labor with plenty of 
food. 

Of course, we must not only en-
joy those wonderful Thanks giving 
meals ourselves, but we need to 
make sure that others who might 
not be able to have a big meal due 
to their economic situa tion have 
access to food that will feed their 
families. 

We can do that through such 
organizations as Loaves & Fishes 
here in Apopka. Of course, we 
know there are many other groups 
and indi viduals who also help oth-
ers, not only during the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas holidays, but 
through out the year. 

If you have a group that you 
support with either food, mon etary, 
or time donations, that is great, but 
if you don’t, we certain ly recom-
mend Loaves & Fishes as a place 
where you can donate your money 
and/or your time and you can be 
assured that it will be used in a 
manner that will help others in our 
community. 

You can visit https://loaves-
andfishesapopka.com/ for details 
about the organization and practi cal 
ways that you can help oth ers espe-
cially at this time of year, but also 
during the rest of the year when 
some people face the same issues of 
putting food on the table. 

When you give to Loaves & 
Fishes in Apopka, you know that 
your do nations will go to help those 
who need it most. 

Senior Director Kar en Valiente 
and Director Lory Reeves have 
been running a great organization 
for many years, liter ally doing the 
Lord’s work. 

The Thanksgiving season con-
tinues to be such a special time of 
year. While we face many issues as 
a people and as a country in 2024, 
please take time to recognize your 
bless ings and and the opportunity to 
help others during this time. 

May God bless you and yours 
this Thanksgiving.
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or disabilities opportunities 
that foster independence 
and community connection 
by offering recreational ac-
tivities, scholarships, and 

sponsorships,” according to 
the nonprofit’s website.

According to a press 
release from the city of 
Apopka, Unlimited Capa-
bilities’ mission aligns with 
the inclusive playground 

project, as it will bring a 
new play space to the com-
munity for all to enjoy. 

Unlimited Capabilities 
has committed $110,000 
toward the project, with 
$100,000 of that donation 

coming from one of their 
long-time funding partners, 
the Halliday Foundation, 
and the other $10,000 com-
ing from Unlimited Capa-
bilities directly. 

Continued from page 1A

Playground: Group commits $110K 

on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 
This practice will continue 
with the following modifi-
cations: 

*one meeting in De-
cember 2024 due to winter 
break

*one meeting in March 
2025 due to spring break

*one meeting in May 
2025 due to graduations

*one meeting in July 
2025 due to summer shut 
down

The tentative bud-
get public hearing meeting 
on July 29, 2025 meets re-
quirements for the Truth In 
Millage (TRIM).   

Below is the 2024-
2025 Orange County 
School Board 2024-2025 
meeting schedule: 

*December 10, 2024
*January 14, 2025
*January 28, 2025
*February 11, 2025
*February 25, 2025
*March 11, 2025
*April 1, 2025
*April 22, 2025
*May 13, 2025
*June 10, 2025
*June 24, 2025
*July 8, 2025 (tenta-

tive/optional school board 
meeting if needed)

*July 29, 2025 (budget 
public hearing)

*August 12, 2025
*August 26, 2025
*September 9, 2025 

(budget public hearing)
*September 30, 2025
*October 14, 2025
*October 28, 2025
*November 11, 2025
*November 18, 2025 

(reorganization)

Board: Meeting 
dates are announced
Continued from page 1A
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 Philippians 4:6-7 “Be 
careful for nothing; but in 
everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be 
made known unto God.  
 And the peace of God, 
which passes all under-
standing, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.”
 Which day of Thanks-
giving week do you like the 
most, Thursday or Friday? 
Are you happier feeling 
gratitude or shopping?
 Thanksgiving is not a 
one-day holiday or a time 
of year but a continuing ac-
tion and attitude of our in-
comparable gratitude for a 
Savior and the blessings He 
has given us.
 Ephesians 2: 8 “For by 

grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God.” 
Faith is a belief system but 
it is also a feeling. It is an 
emotional belief that re-
quires greater strength than 
simply possessing knowl-
edge.
 The Bible states in 
John 3: 16 “Whosoever be-
lieves in Him.” That is a 
complete statement to in-
sure eternal life. But is that 
belief with the mind or is it 
an emotional belief? And, 
is there a difference that can 
be separated outside the in-
dividual heart and mind?
 “Whosoever” includes 
every living soul on the face 
of the earth! Jesus stated in 
John 3: 17 “For God sent 
not his Son into the world 

to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him 
might be saved.”
 The words “the world” 
in that verse from the Book 
of John appears to leave out 
no one willing to believe, 
repent and confess that Je-
sus is Lord and through 
Him and only Him can we 
be saved (Philippians 2: 10-
11).
 Romans 10: 9-10 “That 
if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the 
heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.”
 Notice in the last line 

of verse ten above that 
man believes with the heart 
but salvation is acquired 
through confession. Con-
fession includes both con-
fession of our sins (Romans 
3: 23) and also belief in the 
Lord Jesus as crucified for 
the remission of sin and 
resurrected.
 To confess/admit/state 
we believe is a requirement 
for salvation. Romans 1: 16 
“For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto sal-
vation to everyone that be-
lieveth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.”
 It is only by His spilt 
blood we have remission 
of sin. Hebrews 9: 22 “And 
almost all things are by the 
law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood 
there is no remission of 
sin.”
 Books have been writ-
ten and sermons preached 
on the horrors of the pro-
cess of scourging and cru-
cifixion. For an American 
(and most in the free world) 
that has quick access to 
emergency rooms and pain 
killing drugs, the pain is 
unimaginable inflicted by 
crucifixion.
 John 15: 13 “Greater 
love hath no man than this; 
that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.” We mere 
mortals think of our friends 
as being a select few. Je-
sus on the other hand, re-
garded all the world as His 
friends because He created 

us. (John 1: 3, Colossians 
1: 16).
 God Jesus even cre-
ated the non-believer. That 
is why He commanded us 
to “preach this Gospel to 
all nations.” The connec-
tion that exists between Je-
sus and His creation is not 
within the comprehension 
of the human mind.
 James 2: 18 “Yea, a 
man may say, Thou hast 
faith, and I have works: 
shew me thy faith with-
out thy works, and I will 
shew thee my faith by my 
works.” We are not com-
manded to do good works. 
We know (Ephesians 2: 
8) we are saved by grace 
through faith. Works dem-
onstrate our faith and it 
also demonstrates our grati-
tude for what God Jesus has 
done for us.
 To serve the Lord is 
an honor and a privilege. 
He has been so good to us. 
How can we not show our 
thankfulness through our 
actions? Acts of service 
will not buy us a one way 
ticket to Heaven and we do 
not expect them to.
 Our service to God is 
a blessing to ourselves and 
those we serve. The ques-
tion of “callings” in the 
Christian faith has been 
one of intrigue to many. 
All I can offer is my own 
thoughts and I’ve had the 
belief for many years; if 
God provides an opportuni-
ty, that’s a calling. Yes, giv-
ing thanks is definitely an 

action but it is also an atti-
tude. Just as Romans 10: 10 
states “with the heart man 
believeth unto righteous-
ness,” with the heart man 
also gives thanks.
 1 Chronicles 16:34 
“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; his love en-
dures forever” God is nev-
er going to stop loving you. 
Once you believe and His 
spirit enters in to you (Mat-
thew 3: 11), you are His for 
all eternity (John 10: 28-
29).
 Our greatest action of 
thanksgiving after our own 
confession and repentance 
is to tell someone about the 
saving power of our Lord 
Jesus. The scriptures have 
proven themselves true 
over and over. There is no 
room for doubt; there is 
only acceptance and shar-
ing.
 A life of humility and 
thanksgiving is essential. 
God does not want an ar-
rogant, dogmatic Chris-
tian sharing Him with the 
world. 1 Peter 3: 15 “But 
sanctify the Lord God in 
your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you 
a reason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and 
fear.”
 
 Van Yandell is a retired 
Industrial Arts teacher, an 
ordained gospel evangelist 
and commissioned mission-
ary. His email: vmy2121@
outlook.com

Thank you to all the 
students in all three schools 
who spent time chatting 
with me.

Also this week, I was 
sworn into office again at 
the Investiture ceremo-

ny Tuesday night along 
with the other three new-
ly elected board members 
who took the oath of of-
fice. I am honored to once 
again be trusted to repre-
sent my community on the 
school board for another 
four years.

This work, while chal-
lenging at times, is so im-
portant and I truly feel like 
this is exactly where I am 
supposed to be - serving 
my community, our stu-
dents and our schools.

Thank you for trust-
ing me!

tude. When you wake up 
grateful for everything your 
day will provide, it is al-
most impossible to find 
fault in situations you may 
encounter when you just 
expressed your thankful-
ness for it. I believe it will 
cause us to wait for the op-
portunity to find good in it, 
and trust GOD that He will 

make it all work out. 
Romans 8:28 “And we 

know that all things work 
together for good to them 
that love God, to them who 
are the called according to 
his purpose.” 

Melody Beattie once 
wrote, “Gratitude unlocks 
the fullness of life. It turns 
what we have into enough. 
It turns denial into accep-
tance, chaos into order, 

confusion into clarity, a 
meal into a feast, a house 
into a home, and a stranger 
into a friend.” 

Are you willing to try 
it? I promise it will work 
if you start off with a heart 
of gratitude. Try the extra 
“thank you,” or “please,” 
and see if your day is re-
warded with more smiles 
and pleasantries. 

THANK YOU!!

Continued from page 2A
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad-
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 
32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. T h e 
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, 
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Hayden: Be grateful for everything

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Challenges make job important

Some improvements 
made to the current facility 
include:

Temporary Portable 
Air Conditioning for the 
Summer in the Kennels:

*Installation of a tem-
porary portable air condi-
tioning unit and associated 
ductwork for the dog ken-
nels.

*Temporary air con-
ditioning was provided for 
the Summer of 2022 and 
Summer of 2023 and will 
be utilized for the summer 

months until the new shel-
ter is finished.

Interaction Yard Shade 
Sail Infill:

*Additional shade 
sails were added to in-
fill the shade sails over the 
west interaction yards.

*The approximate cost 
was $60,000 and the work 
was completed in May 
2023.

Roof Coating for Heat 
Relief:

*Roof of Building 300, 
used for dog housing, coat-
ed in white sealant, com-
pleted in August 2019.

*Upper windows 
closed and painted to block 
sunlight.

*Surface temperature 
on roof dropped from 120 – 
135 degrees to 88 – 92 de-
grees.

*The approximate cost 
was $50,000 and the work 
was completed in August 
2019.

The shelter is always 
looking for volunteers in 
many capacities: Please 
take a look here: Volunteer, 
Orange County Animal 
Services

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Shelter needs volunteers
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 

AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 3085 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, December 10, 
2024 beginning at 5:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible. 

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3085 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, January 15, 
2025 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or soon thereafter. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at 
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to 
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding. 

November 22, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that STEVEN ANDERSEN 
has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning Commission 
and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COMMERCIAL TO INDUSTRIAL FOR 2.28 +/- ACRES. This application 
relates to the following described properties:

 Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 09-21-28-5451-01-000
Contains: 2.28 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3085
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COMMERCIAL TO INDUSTRIAL FOR STEVEN ANDERSEN GENERALLY 
LOCATED NORTH OF MARSHALL LAKE ROAD, OWNED BY ANDERSEN APOPKA 
LLC, COMPRISING 2.28 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Being thankful – are you acting thankful or are you really thankful?
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Selection of a pave-
ment treatment methodol-
ogy was based on the se-
verity of pavement dis-
tress, potholes, and various 
types of cracking, as well as 
funding.

Mill and Overlay
Meadows of Maudehelen 
Subdivision

Blue Meadows Court 
(Johns Road to end)

Johns Road (Beardsley 
Drive to end)

Beardsley Drive (from 
South Binion Road to Scrub 
Jay Road)

Sanderline Point Loop 
(from Beardsley Drive to 
Maudehelen Street)

Maudehelen Street 
(from Sanderline Point 
Loop to Blackbird Drive)

Scrub Jay Road (from 
Maudehelen Street to end)

Willet Ave (from Mau-
dehelen Street to end)

Chickadee Drive (from 
Willet Ave to Maudehelen 
Street)

Clapper Trail (from 
Willet Ave to Maudehelen 
Street)

Scrub Jay Road (from 
Willet Ave to Maudehelen 
Street)

Blackbird Drive (from 
Willet Ave to end)

White Bird Way (from 
Willet Ave to Blackbird 
Drive)

Pines of Wekiva Subdi-
vision

Wekiva Pines Boule-
vard (from Osprey Way to 
Rock Springs Road)

Pine Forest Place 
(from Wekiva Pines Boule-
vard. to end)

Pineview Place (from 
Pineforest Place to end)

Wyndham Pine Drive 

(from Wekiva Pines Bou-
levard to Foxforrest Circle)

Foxforrest Circle 
(from Wyndham Pine Drive 
to Wyndham Pine Drive)

Osprey Way (from 
Wekiva Pines Boulevard to 
Loop)

Cape/Micro Seal
Spring Ridge Subdivi-

sion
Spring Ridge Bou-

levard (from Mt Rainier 
Court to W Lester Road)

Mount McKinley 
Court (from Spring Ridge 
Boulevard to end)

Mount Ranier Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

Mount Logan Drive 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end of old)

Mount Baker Courtt 

(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end of old)

Carpathian Drive 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

Stanvoy Street (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
Carpathian Drive)

Kilamanjaro Court 
(from Stanvoy Street to 
end)

Koryak Court (from 
Stanvoy Street to end)

Grand Sayan Loop 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to Spring Ridge Bou-
levard)

Khingan Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

Grand Hughey Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

Kamchatka Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-

vard to end of old)
Adirondack Court 

(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

Olympic Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

Himalayan Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

Ozark Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

Spring Ridge Bou-
levard (from West Lester 
Road to Olympic Court)

Pelinion Street (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
Cerberus Drive)

Caraquet Drive (from 
Pelinion Street to Cerberus 
Drive)

Cerberus Drive (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
Cerberus Drive)

Continued from page 1A

Streets: Project expected to end January 10, 2025

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

JUNE 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

It looks like President-
elect Trump learned a very 
important lesson in his previ-
ous term as president and his 
desire to drain the DC swamp. I 
think most observers think that 
the first thing he should have 
done after his inauguration then 
was to get rid of all the croco-
diles and sharks left over from 
the previous administrations. 
Coming from a business back-
ground, I think his expectations 
were very different from the 
reality of politics, that is, if you 
can put “reality” and “politics” in 
the same sentence. It appears 
that once someone is elected to 
political office, they get sucked 
into some kind of rarified atmo-
sphere, and for the most part, 
never recover from the effects 
of it. Obviously, Trump is deter-
mined not to make that mistake 
again. Instead, he seems to be 
surrounding himself with peo-
ple with common sense and a 
sense of loyalty. Of course, he’s 
being criticized. And, of course, 
he’s ignoring the criticism. 
Good for him. Especially since 
those criticizing have done the 
same thing when they held an 
office, and/or, would be doing 
the same thing if they’d been 
elected to “serve” now. What 
else would anyone do in that 
position... put themselves in 
the middle of a snarling crowd 
of people who don’t agree with 
their policies? That would be 
pretty stupid. And, whatever 
else people may think about 
him, he’s not stupid. There’s 
no denying his street-smarts, 
common sense, and his busi-
ness acumen have gotten him 
to where he is today. There’s 
also no denying that those he’s 
choosing to work alongside him 
are definitely not your usual 
suspects, as you can see ...

Envi ronmental  attor-
ney Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., 
is Trump’s nominee to be the 
head of HHS, the Department 
of Health and Human Services, 

which oversees 13 separate 
agencies which regulate nutri-
tion, food, medicine, research 
and prevention of disease. 

Kennedy has been in-
volved in public health activism 
for years and agrees with Trump 
on a number of serious health 
issues we face in our country, 
such as autism, chronic diseas-
es, and obesity. Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra, a former member of 
the House of Representatives 
and Attorney General for Cali-
fornia currently leads the HHS. 

North Dakota Gov. Doug 
Burgum has been named to led 
the Department of the Interior, 
while the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs is to be led by for-
mer Rep. Doug Collins. For the 
Department of Justice, Trump’s 
lawyer, Todd Blanche will be At-
torney General, and Dean John 
Sauer, Solicitor General. 

Other Cabinet picks: Chief 
of Staff, Susie Wiles; Secretary 
of State, Marco Rubio; Secre-
tary of Defense, Pete Hegseth; 
DOT, Sean Duffy; Energy, Chris 
Wright; Department of Home-
land Security, Kristi Noem; 
EPA, Lee Zeldin; CIA, John 
Ratcliffe; UN Ambassador, Elise 
Stefanik; and Office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, 
Tulsi Gabbard. 

Last, but certainly not 
least, we have Elon Musk and 
Vivek Ramaswamy in the long 
overdue, Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency. What a con-
cept!

Who knows what another 
week will bring? I heard some-
one say that Donald Trump has 
been referred to as “The Ener-
gizer Bunny”, and I believe it. I’ll 
tell you what, I wish I had a frac-
tion of the energy he has! It’s 
obvious that he doesn’t let any 
grass grow under his feet. It’s 
also obvious that when he sets 
his mind to something, sets a 
goal of some kind, he doesn’t 
let anything stand in his way. 

 Whether you’re a fan or 
not, I think you’d have to rec-
ognize the difference between 
Donald Trump, who needs only 
a few hours sleep, and gets 
things done, and others, who, 
for whatever reason, lie on a 
sunny beach and nap a lot.

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

October 22, 
2024

  Getting ‘er Done

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

3D SHOWINGS

Fri., Nov. 22, 2024 thru 
Sun., Nov. 24, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

RED ONE (PG-13) 
10:10A; 1:10; 4:30; 7:10; 
10:00 
WICKED(PG) 11:20A; 
12:20; 3:10; 4:10; 7:00; 
8:00; 10:10; 10:40
THE BEST CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER (PG) 
10:30A; 1:20; 4:00; 6:50
GLADIATOR II(R) 
10:40A; 11:40A  2:30; 
3:30; 6:20; 7:20; 9:50; 
10:50
VENOM: THE LAST 
DANCE (PG-13) 10:50A; 
1:40; 4:20; 7:30; 10:20 

WICKED(PG) 10:20A; 
2:10; 6:00; 9:40

Tell them you saw it in 
The Apopka Chief 
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1987.
Throughout the years, 

students and staff have been 
able to pay their respects to 
fellow alumni Albert Mar-
tin, Richard “Dick” Wells, 
Jack Grossenbacher and 
Harold Caldwell. These 
four men served their coun-
try bravely, while paying 
the ultimate sacrifice.

As the campus layout 
has changed over the years, 
most recently the memo-
rial was located outside of 
an art classroom. In an ef-
fort to make the stone ac-
cessible to the public and 
the family of the fallen he-
roes, it was relocated to the 
front entrance and was re-
dedicated by members of 
the Apopka community last 
Friday. 

Continued from page 1A

Stone: Memorial’s 
former location made  
it inaccessible to public

Posing with the veterans memorial stone at the Apopka Memorial Middle School on Park Avenue on November 
15 are (l to r) Nick Nesta, city commissioner; Diane Velazquez, city commissioner; John Cloran, a retired AMMS 
FFA advisor and agriculture teacher who helped relocate the memorial stone to outside the school building; 
Alice Boria, member of VFW Post 10147 Ladies Auxiliary; Lou Boria, Alice Boria’s husband and VFW Post 10147 
member; Loretta Forlaw, VFW Post 10147 Ladies Auxiliary member; Bryan Nelson, city mayor; Melissa Byrd, 
Orange County School Board District 7 member; and Nadia Anderson, city commissioner. 

Reading Heroes 
Book Fair is Dec. 7

The Apopka Fire De-
partment and Apopka Po-
lice Department, in part-
nership with Re-Imagine 
Communities, are hosting 
the Apopka Reading He-
roes Scholastic Book Fair 
on December 7, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Apopka Fire Station 

No. 5, located at 1685 Fire-
house Lane, Apopka.

Can’t make it in per-
son? The online shop will 
be open from December 1 
through December 8. 

Visit Apopka.gov/
BookFair2024 to learn 
more and shop online.

Food bank needs 
volunteer drivers

Southeastern Food 
Bank needs volunteer driv-
ers to help deliver food box-
es to neediest families in 
Central Florida for its annu-
al holiday food distribution 

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé Positano
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Get Black Friday
Savings Now

2024 Bronco Big Bend

For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Big Bend with a $44,255 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease offer requires a down payment of $0 
and first monthly Payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are additional. Requires approval and financing through Ford Motor 
Company Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. 
Offer ends 12/02/2024. For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend with a $34,365 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease offer 
requires a down payment of $0 and first monthly Payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are additional. Requires approval 
and financing through Ford Motor Company Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for 
qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 12/02/2024. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications and 

complete details. Offer ends 12/2/2024.

2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend

NO
MONEY
DOWN

Lease
$499/mo

36 months

Lease
$399/mo

36 months
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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Open Saturdays 
and Sundays. Group 

reservations available 
during the week also.

ADMISSION
General Admission: $16

(online price only)
Children 2 & Under: FREE

SPECIAL EVENT
TWISTED TRAILS 

(21 and older) 
November 15th

Grea t Scott  Farms 
www.visitgreatscott.com

NATURAL
DISASTERS

2024 THEME
NATURAL
DISASTERS

2024 THEME

Kim Varnadore
kimvarnadore.com

(352) 343-5181

SPONSORED BY

September 28th —
November 24th
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September 28th —
November 24th

Kim Varnadore
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November 15th

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Tell them  
you saw it in 

The Apopka Chief 

events:
*Thanksgiving Morn-

ing: Wednesday, November 
28, 8-11 a.m. 

*December Distribu-
tion: Saturday, December 
14, 8-11 a.m.

Both events will be-
gin at West Orlando Baptist 
Church, located at 1006 W. 
Crown Point Road, Ocoee.

Send Us 
Your News

Phone: 
407-886-2777

Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com
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Sometimes, life can take an unexpected turn. When it does, 
know that AdventHealth Apopka’s ER is nearby. Our elite team of 
specialty-trained physicians and critical care nurses are available 
24/7 to care for any of life’s thrills and spills. And, we o er the most 
ER locations, so Central Florida’s #1 ER is always within reach. 

Find your AdventHealth Apopka ER at: 
AdventHealthApopkaER.com

TOP
DOCS

ER
within blocks

#1 TRUSTED 
ER IN APOPKA
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The city will set up a 
maintenance of transpor-
tation and divert traffic in 
certain areas to one lane at 
the Arbor Ridge subdivi-
sion from Monday, Novem-
ber 18, to December 6, for 
the subdivision’s sidewalk 

repair and replacement, ac-
cording to a city of Apopka 
alert. 

The work will take 
place on Devon Oak Park-
way from the west entrance 
all the way to the east en-
trance off of West Lester 

Road.
Traffic delays are ex-

pected so drivers are ad-
vised to plan according-
ly. Delays on the start time 
may occur due to weather 
or storm events.

Traffic diverted for Arbor Ridge 
sidewalk repair, replacement The Museum of Apopkans invites 

the community to Breakfast with San-
ta on Saturday, December 7, 8:30-10:30 
a.m. at the museum, 122 E. 5th St., Apop-
ka.

Breakfast with Santa is a fun family 
event with a pancake and sausage break-
fast. Drinks will include juice, coffee and 
even a hot cocoa bar for the kids. 

There will also be Christmas crafts, 
Santa’s scavenger hunt, and an opportu-

nity to win one of two children’s bike. 
Guests are advised to bring their phone 
or camera to capture their annual picture 
with Santa. 

Space is limited so call to reserve a 
spot today. There is a suggested donation 
of $5 per adult and $3 per child. Children 
under 3 eat free. 

For more information, contact the 
museum via phone at 407-703-1707 or 
email theapopkamuseum@gmail.com. 

Museum to host Breakfast with Santa

WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 11/30/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 11/30/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 11/30/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Primary care plays 
an integral part in your 
overall health. Wellness 
visits, disease preven-
tion, illness diagnosis 
and chronic disease 
management all begin 
with a dedicated prima-
ry care team. At Hunt 
Club Medical Care, 
they make it their goal 
to provide the best care 
for every patient every 
day. They’re passion-
ate about what they do. 
You’ll be treated by peo-
ple who offer care with 
confidence and kind-
ness.

Often voted #1 Best 
in Apopka, their goal is 
to deliver the highest 
quality primary care and 
urgent care to their com-
munity.  They strive to be 
distinctive. It’s the com-
bination of their passion 
for their patients and a 
depth of knowledge of 
the human body that of-
ten sets them apart.

Selecting a primary 
care physician is one of 
the most pivotal health-
care decisions you can 
make. Hunt Club Med-
ical Care combines tra-
ditional primary care 
services with preven-
tive care to ensure your 
overall wellness is being 
taken care of. Whether 
you’re in for a sick visit 
or routine care appoint-
ment, they’re here to 
keep you on the path to 
great health.

For over 45 years, 
Hunt Club Medical 
Care has been caring 
for people and improv-
ing the quality of life 
in the community they 
serve. Their aim is to de-
liver the highest qual-
ity health care available 
in the area, and they’ve 

cared for many of those 
for decades.  Their doc-
tors are board-certified 
physicians in Internal 
Medicine and Family 
Practice.

Hunt Club Medi-
cal Care offers family 
care, urgent care, same 
day appointments, well-
woman exams, chronic 
disease management, 
preventative medicine, 
annual physicals, and 
on-site lab and x-rays. 

The Hunt Club 
Medical Care facility is 
privately owned and op-
erated by Dr. Michael 
Gordon. The goal of this 
medical facility is to pro-
vide comprehensive 
care to their patients. On 
staff are Michael Gordon 
M.D., Pinida Toochin-
da M.D., Kristen Consi-
glio PA-C, Whitney Dai-
ley PA-C, Elisabeth Duer 
PA-C, and Roshani Lev-
ister PA-C.

The staff at Hunt 
Club Medical Care as-
sures that every patient 
has access to the high-
est quality care, and 
they genuinely care for 
the comfort and well be-
ing of their patients by 

treating them with cour-
tesy, dignity, and re-
spect. They’re compre-
hensive in the response 
to the needs of their 
patients and consider 
themselves to be part-
ners with their patients 
in their health care. 

Hunt Club Medical 
Care is a family prac-
tice medical office and 
urgent care facility. Staff 
consists of long-term 
employees who are 
highly skilled at provid-
ing patients with person-
alized, concerned care. 

Their award-win-
ning electronic medi-
cal records (EMR) sys-
tem allows the clini-
cians to quickly locate 
and maintain each pa-
tient’s most up-to-date 
health and examination 
records through a lap-
top computer station in 
every room. They also 
have in-house digital x-
ray and EKG testing on-
site. In addition to the 
medical care, the clini-
cians perform school 
sports physicals. They 
are pleased to have a 
team of female clinicians 
who perform well-wom-

an exams, including pap 
testing. A number of lo-
cal businesses have se-
lected Hunt Club Medi-
cal Care to provide care 
for their employees, in-
cluding pre-employment 
exams and treatment for 
work-related injuries. 

For your conve-
nience, they operate on 
a walk-in basis; no ap-
pointment is necessary. 
Or you can schedule ap-
pointments when need-
ed. Hunt Club Medi-
cal Care is staffed with 
two or three clinicians 
on duty to minimize the 
waiting time for patients. 

They’re open every 
day: Monday through 
Thursday, from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Friday, from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sat-
urday and Sunday, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. They are 
conveniently located at 
3191 E. Semoran Bou-
levard, across from Co-
lonial Shoppes of Bear 
Lake. Call Hunt Club 
Medical Care at 407-
788-6500 for more infor-
mation and to ensure of 
your medical needs. 

Advertisement

Hunt Club Medical Care is dedicated to one 
very important thing, keeping you healthy

Hunt Club Medical Care is open seven days a week and offer urgent care 
and same-day appointments. Pictured above are, (l-r), Whitney Dailey PA-C, 
Elisabeth Duer PA-C, Michael Gordon MD, Pinida Toochinda MD, Kristen 
Consiglio PA-C, and Roshani Levister PA-C.

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com 
or call 407-886-2777 to find out 

about our Business Profile program. 
Visit www.theapopkachief.com 

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL 
YOUR BUSINESS 

STORY!

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
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 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)

Tolerant persons re-
spect and accept persons 
who are different from 
themselves. Tolerant per-
sons not only learn more 
about others—and other 
cultures—but they also 
tend to have more friends 
and promote peace and un-
derstanding in their lives. 
We live in an era where 
many people are leaving 
their home countries in 
search of better lives for 
themselves and their fami-
lies. It is unfortunate that 
so many countries are so 
poorly governed that peo-
ple feel compelled to leave, 
but that is the state of to-
day’s world. Those of us 
who live in more affluent, 
better-run countries may 
be inclined to feel that the 
immigrants who come here 
drag us down, but that is 
usually not the case. Most 

immigrants desire to work 
and contribute to the com-
mon good, which they usu-
ally do after being here for 
a short time. Statistics show 
that first-generation immi-
grants commit fewer crimes 
than native born citizens, 
are more likely to start their 
own businesses, and they 
usually bring with them 
a sense of gratitude for all 
that their new country of-
fers. We are incredibly for-
tunate to live in a country 
which is sought by so many 
throughout the world. We 
should be tolerant of those 
who come here seeking a 
better life. They may need 
some extra help at first, but 
eventually they will add 
much to the common good. 
And finally, remember that 
all of us ultimately came 
from somewhere else.

–Christopher Simon

11/22/24

A Plea for Tolerance
“Do not oppress a 
foreigner; you 
yourselves know how 
it feels to be 
foreigners, because 
you were foreigners 
in Egypt.”
Exodus 23:9 NIV

A Plea for Tolerance

(See message above.)
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

See Obituary on page 11A

CAROLYN DRIGGERS FARMER, 92, passed away on November 
10, 2024. She was born on December 23, 1931. Carolyn was preceded 
in death by: husband, John Farmer; parents, Green and Dora Strawn; 
sister, Gloria Strawn; son, Darrell Driggers; grandson, Brian Driggers. 
Carolyn is survived by: children, Andrew “David” Driggers (Gloria), Dan-
ny Driggers (Kathy), Lucinda Walker (Ernest), Lorrell Bush (Gary), Dur-
wood “Woody” Driggers (Tina), Charlotte Federline; sisters, Frances 
Durham and Theresa Smith; 15 grandchildren; 24 great grandchildren; 3 
great-great grandchildren.

...

Obituaries Honor Your 
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 
to find out about our 
designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or
visit www.

The
Apopka

Chief.com/
obituaries

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121,  
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief &  
The Planter at
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Thanksgiving time 
is here. While you likely 
have all the ingredients 
for a delicious Thanks-
giving dinner, your dog’s 
health and safety may 
not have crossed your 
mind. Some precautions 
to take include foods to 
avoid giving them, and 
foods they can happily 
enjoy.  Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital offers the 
following dog safety tips 
so you can enjoy a fun, 
food-filled Thanksgiving.

Dogs can have car-
rots, celery, corn (no 
cob), sweet potatoes, 
green beans, apples 
with no core or seeds, 
pumpkin, rice, quinoa, 
a little cheese, and, of 
course, turkey with no 
skin or bones.

Dogs can’t have 
ham, chocolate, garlic, 
leeks, onions, grapes, 
raisins, raw potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, raw 
dough, canned cranber-
ries, pre-made desserts, 
pie filling or dressing. In 
case of an emergency, 
be sure to have the Pet 
Poison Helpline avail-
able: 1-855-764-7661.

Park Avenue Ani-
mal Hospital is your 
partner in keeping your 
pet healthy.  Since 2008, 
Park Avenue Animal 
Hospital has been pro-
viding a wide variety of 
services to keep your 
furry, four-legged friends 
in the best of health. 
Their experienced team 
treats each pet that 

comes into their facili-
ty with the utmost care. 
With cutting edge tech-
nology and the bedside 
manner of a small-town 
doctor, they’re equipped 
to handle almost any ail-
ment your pet may face. 

Vo ted  Bes t  o f 
Apopka Pet Care Facil-
ity since 2010, it’s obvi-
ous that their personal 
commitment to you is 
grounded in assuring 
your pet receives the fin-
est in veterinary care by 
providing them with the 
best technology and di-
agnostic tools. 

While dogs and 
cats are by far the most 
popular choice for most 
pet owners, the doctors 
at Park Avenue Animal 
Hospital have a special 
place in their hearts for 
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 60 
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have 
gone well beyond stan-
dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of 
animal care to include: 
reptiles, rabbits, ferrets, 
birds, guinea pigs, and 
more. Whether it’s an 
annual checkup or a crit-
ical emergency, they are 
prepared to handle any 
situation.

In a setting de-
signed to take the stress 
out of visiting your vet, 
you’ll find they are fully 
equipped with diagnos-

tic and surgical tools 
to meet practically any 
situation. Park Avenue 
Animal Hospital pro-
vides reasonably priced 
medical and surgical 
care without sacrificing 
quality care.  

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and 
behavioral advice are 
just some of the services 
provided by the doctors 
and staff in a beautiful 
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.    

Whether dog or 
cat, ferret or chinchilla, 
gecko or bearded drag-
on, parakeet, or macaw 
(even the occasional 
hawk or owl!), at Park 
Avenue Animal Hos-
pital, the goal remains 
unchanged: to provide 
affordable healthcare for 
pets without sacrificing 
quality medicine, and to 

provide consistent, reli-
able information for pet 
owners in helping them 
make the best health de-
cisions for all their pets’.

You’ll find that the 
staff at Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital think of 
their clients and the peo-
ple of Apopka as part 
of their family. They are 
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make 
sure that everyone feels 
welcome in their clinic.

Park Avenue Ani-
mal Hospital is conve-
niently located at 847 
N. Park Avenue (Rock 
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule 
an appointment or visit 
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

Park Avenue Animal Hospital is a full-service 
veterinary clinic providing a variety of services 
for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, reptiles, and other 
exotic small animals.  Call today at 407-880-9446 
to schedule an appointment or visit them online at 
www.parkavenuevets.com. Pictured above are Dr. 
Turgai, and Dr. Nelson.

Most dogs love Thanksgiving, and we do mean 
LOVE. Why? For the table scraps, of course!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

RUN DATES:  begins 11/15 ends 11/21

ADVERTISE
YOUR LEGAL NOTICE IN

Deadline for
Friday’s publication:

Tuesday, 5 p.m. 
email: legals@theapopkachief.com
Notices are also published online: 

www.theapopkachief.com/
advertisements/

public notices and legals for 
Orange County and Statewide on

Floridapublicnotices.com

CALL 
407-886-2777 

OR VISIT 
WWW.THEAPOPKACHIEF.COM

The Apopka Chief
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body on the board might 
want to serve in that posi-
tion.”

Velazquez said she 
learned that Arrowsmith 
resigned from the board 
when she attended a recent 
LANGD grant presenta-
tion.

“When I attended the 
grant presentation I had 
learned that our former vice 
mayor, Bill Arrowsmith 

had resigned, but they had 
said they were looking for 
another elected official. 
That is why I followed 
up and asked to return to 
the board because I had 
sat on the board before,” 
Velazquez explained at the 
City Council meeting. 

“I was unaware of 
Mr. Bill Spiegel (want-
ing) to serve. That wasn’t 
mentioned at Lake Apop-
ka (grant presentation,” 
Velazquez later said. 

Velazquez previously 
served on the board of di-
rectors in 2016, also repre-
senting Apopka. 

She will now serve 
alongside fellow City Com-
missioner Alexander H. 
Smith, who was appoint-
ed to his first board term in 
May 2022.

Each LANGD Board 
member serves a two-year 
term.
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Gas: Velazquez will serve 
alongside Smith on board

To promote its spe-
cialized learning programs, 
known as magnets, Orange 
County Public Schools is 
hosting a virtual Magnet 
Fair. All parents and stu-
dents are invited to learn 
more about the 41 magnet 
programs offered in 29 sites 
across elementary, middle 
and high schools. These 
award-winning, focused 
programs encourage aca-
demic excellence in highly 
specialized areas of study 
and often pave a road into 
post-secondary schools and 
colleges.

All OCPS magnet pro-
grams offered at the ele-
mentary, middle and high 
school level are outlined in 
the magnet brochure. Par-
ents must complete an ap-
plication for their students 
to apply for a magnet pro-
gram. For more informa-
tion, visit SchoolChoice.
OCPS.net. The window 
to apply is November 1 
through February 17, 2025.

Spotlight programs in-
clude:
Dr. Phillips High School’s 
Center for International 
Studies

This program provides 
a strong academic curric-
ulum with an internation-
al dimension. Students de-
velop the skills, attain the 
knowledge, and cultivate 
an attitude of cross-cultur-
al awareness that will as-
sist them in whatever direc-
tion they pursue in their fu-
ture. Students are exposed 
to major concepts and is-
sues in international affairs, 
politics, history, world re-
ligions and humanities. 
As part of their commit-
ment to international stud-
ies, students become profi-
cient in a foreign language. 
This is a Magnet School 
of Distinction, a national 
merit award from Magnet 
Schools of America.
Liberty Middle School’s 
Cambridge Middle 
School Academy

The Cambridge cur-
riculum prepares students 
for life, helping them to de-
velop an informed curiosi-
ty and a lasting passion for 
learning. The focus of the 
program is to provide an op-
portunity for middle school 
students to explore rigorous 
high school level course-

work requiring knowledge, 
understanding, application 
and skills through research 
projects, investigation, and 
written response, as well as 
practical oral labs relying 
on student-supported per-
spectives. This is a Mag-
net School of Distinction, a 
national merit award from 
Magnet Schools of Amer-
ica.
Sally Ride Elementary 
School’s Aviation and 
Aerospace

This magnet program 
provides an enhanced cur-
riculum focusing on sci-
ence with connections 
to the worlds of aviation 
and aerospace. Students 
will have the opportuni-
ty to learn science content 
through hands-on, minds-
on experiments in a sci-
ence lab and in the regular 
classroom. For the applica-
ble science units, teachers 
extend the concepts to in-
clude any aviation or aero-
space links, creating a web 
of understanding between 
the state standards and the 
magnet topic.

The Office of School 
Choice Services in Orange 

Virtual Magnet Fair promotes specialized learning programs
County Public Schools 
works to increase aware-
ness among parents and 
community members about 
voluntary public-school 

choice options in Florida. 
School choice means pro-
viding parents the oppor-
tunity to be involved in 
selecting the school their 

child will attend. It also 
means providing services 
and assistance to help chil-
dren receive the instruction 
that best meets their needs.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the City 
of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, December  4, 2024 at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearing 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida  32703, Telephone: 407-
703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

November 22, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Kelly Park 
Road Property LLC has made application relating to the following 
described property.

 Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  18-20-25-0000-00-058, 
18-20-28-0000-00-102, 18-20-28-0000-00-122, 18-20-28-0000-00-123, 
18-20-28-0000-00-027, 18-20-28-0000-00-138, 18-20-28-0000-00-001
Contains: 45.37 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3076
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM RESIDENTIAL VERY LOW SUBURBAN TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD, 
AND WEST OF CHANDLER ROAD, OWNED BY KELLY PARK ROAD PROPERTY, 
LLC COMPRISING 45.37 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

and

ORDINANCE NO. 3077
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE (RSF-1A) TO 
KPI-MU WITH AN ASSIGNMENT OF TRANSITION OVERLAY, FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD 
AND WEST OF CHANDLER ROAD; OWNED BY KELLY PARK ROAD PROPERTY, 
LLC; COMPRISING 45.37 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Carolyn Driggers Farmer, 
born December 23, 1931, was 
called to her heavenly home on 
November 10, 2024. From the 
moment you met Carolyn, it was 
clear to anyone that she had two 
great loves: her deep, unwaver-
ing faith in the Lord and her im-
mense pride in her family. She 
had a way of making everyone 
feel loved and valued, and her 
warmth and kindness drew peo-
ple to her. Carolyn was a gifted 
cook, and until recent years, she 
could always be counted on to 
prepare a meal for someone 
in need or simply to brighten 
someone’s day.

Her friendships were a 
treasure to her, and she was 
surrounded by many dear 
friends who loved her as much 
as she loved them. Above all, 
her children were her greatest 
joy. She poured her heart into 
raising her six children, and in 
doing so, many others came 
to know the love of a second 
mother. Her home was a place 

where not only her own children 
found support and care, but 
where countless others were 
welcomed and embraced as 
part of her family.

It is hard to fully express 
the impact Carolyn had on the 
world, but to all who knew her, 
she was truly a gift. Her legacy 
of love, faith, and generosity will 
continue to live on in the hearts 
of those she touched.

Carolyn was preceded 
in death by her husband John 
Farmer, parents, Green and 

Dora Strawn, her sister Gloria 
Strawn, her son Darrell Drig-
gers and her grandson Brian 
Driggers. She is survived by her 
children Andrew “David” Drig-
gers (Gloria), Danny Driggers 
(Kathy), Lucinda Walker (Er-
nest), Lorrell Bush (Gary), Dur-
wood “Woody” Driggers (Tina), 
Charlotte Federline, her sisters 
Frances Durham and Theresa 
Smith, 15 grandchildren, 24 
great grandchildren and 3 great-
great grandchildren. 

A Celebration of Carolyns 
life will be held on November 
30, 2024, 11:00 AM at RealLife 
Christian Church 31205 Round 
Lake Rd, Mt Dora, FL 

Carolyn Farmer loved her 
little church, so in lieu of fl ow-
ers please make a donation in 
her honor to the building fund 
at Golden Triangle Church of 
Christ, PO Box 509, Eustis FL 
32726 or you can donate elec-
tronically via ZELLE using her 
cell phone # 352-552-1703 in 
her name. 

Carolyn Driggers Farmer
December 23, 1931 •  November 10, 2024
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The Foliage Sertoma Club of Apopka donated nine 
scooters to the Rock Springs Elementary Kids Transpor-
tation Safety Project at the club luncheon on Monday, No-
vember 18, at the Back Room Steakhouse on Rock Springs 
Road. 

The program was created and conducted by School 
Resource Officer Justin LeMieux. 

The scooters are part of a safety program for stu-
dents who walk to school or need transportation.  

The Sertoma Club learned about the program when 
club members John Cloran and City Commissioner Alex-
ander Smith’s agricultural educational foundation, Two 
Peas in a Pod, donated scooters earlier this month. The 
safety program is ongoing and donations are coordinated 
by calling the Rock Springs Elementary School Office and 
leaving a message.

Sertoma donates 
scooters to Rock 
Springs Elementary 
safety project

Pictured with the donated scooters on November 18 at the club luncheon are (l to r) Club President Wes 
Dumey, Sertoma Vice President of Sponsorship John Cloran, Officer LeMieux, and Rock Springs Elementary 
School Assistant Principal Melanie Humphreys. 

Boy Scouts deliver over two tons of food
The Boy Scouts of 
America collected and 
delivered total of 4,176 
pounds from their annu-
al food drive to Loaves & 
Fishes, located on East 
Eighth Street in Apop-
ka, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 9. All the local Boy 
Scout troops bring all of 
their collected food to 
Loaves & Fishes to stay 
in the community.

Operation Best Foot 
Forward and the Apopka 
Police Department con-
ducted a high-visibility 
crosswalk enforcement op-
eration to promote pedes-
trian safety at West Lester 
Road and Devon Oak Park-
way, where six crosswalk 
warnings were given, one 
crosswalk citation was giv-
en, one other warning was 
given, and one other cita-
tion was given. The speed 
limit at this crosswalk is 35 
mph. 

In honor of World Day 
of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims on Sun-
day, November 17, the Best 
Foot Forward pedestrian 
safety program is conduct-

ing Operation Best Foot 
Forward, a two-week cam-
paign across Central Flori-
da that aims to reduce pe-
destrian injuries and deaths 
through awareness about 
Florida’s driver yield laws, 
which provide pedestrians 
the right-of-way at cross-
walks. 

World Day of Remem-
brance recognizes the lives 
lost and forever changed 
due to traffic collisions. 
From January through Au-
gust 2024, FDOT District 
5 reported 394 pedestrians 
and cyclists severely in-
jured or killed, with nearly 
20 percent of these victims 
aged 65 and over. 

Over the past decade, 

709 pedestrian and cyclist 
crashes occurred within 
one-quarter mile of cross-
walks selected for evalua-
tion by the Best Foot For-
ward program, informing 
the selection of enforce-
ment locations during this 
operation.

Between November 
12—22, this high-visibility 
operation spans six Central 
Florida counties: Brevard, 
Marion, Orange, Osceo-
la, Seminole, and Volusia. 
The initiative, aligned with 
FDOT’s Target Zero cam-
paign and MetroPlan Or-
lando’s Vision Zero Action 
Plan, aims to reduce traffic-
related serious injuries and 
fatalities to zero. 

Operation conducted to 
improve pedestrian safety

WHere does this go? FInd big one and 
make an indy of this little one.
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