Scott wins second Senate term [ ﬂt

See page 4C.

God Bless
America

Apopka takes home Mayor’s
Cup for second season in a
row

See page 1B.
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State of City covers Hurricane
Milton response, budget, more

Mayor Bryan Nelson
delivered the 2024 State of
the City, which highlighted
the city’s accomplishments
and milestones over the
past year and spotlighted
what’s in store for the com-
munity.

From the response to
Hurricane Milton and the
city budget to accomplish-
ments of each city depart-
ment and the downtown
growth, the mayor’s ad-
dress covered a wide array
of topics on Friday, No-
vember 8, at the Apopka
Community Center/VFW
Building.

The following is part
one of two parts of the
State of the City script. Part
two will run in the Friday,
November 15, issue of The
Apopka Chief.

2024 STATE OF CITY

Wow, first I would like
to thank our very own Jose
Lebron from our Code En-
forcement Division for the
singing of our National
Anthem and I would like to
thank Pastor Pat McGuffin

from Freedom Fellowship
Church and also the head
of the Apopka Christian
Ministerial Alliance for the
prayer that will blanket our
city.

Hurricane Milton
Apopka is a strong and
resilient city and the prepa-
ration and recovery from
Hurricane Milton proved
that we as a community are
up to the challenge.
Immediately leading
up to the storm we provid-
ed almost 30,000 sandbags
at Edwards Field, gassed up
all the generators, prepared
the EOC and made sure our
vulnerable population had
a safe place to stay. Im-
mediately after the storm
with the help from the State
EMS we helped erect a Ti-
ger Dam water wall in one
of our neighborhoods to
keep the rising waters from
flooding their homes. Our
National Debris contrac-
tor has already picked up
over 12,469 cubic yards of
debris and our own sanita-
tion team has worked many

City approves
$1.7M program for
roadway resurfacing

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City
Council voted 5-0 to ap-
prove a $1.7-million budget
for fiscal year 2024-2025
roadway resurfacing pro-
gram pavement improve-
ments to cover about 9.4
miles of roadway in three
subdivisions: Meadows of
Maude Helene, Pines of
Wekiva, and Spring Ridge.

Michael Ortiz, pro-
gram supervisor, present-
ed the roadway resurfacing
program at the Wednesday,
November 6, City Council
meeting.

The $1.7-million bud-
get, which will come from
this fiscal year’s street im-
provement fund, is a de-
crease from the fiscal year
2023-2024 of an allocated
$2-million roadway budget.

That fiscal year’s program
encompassed 218 roadway
miles.

Two pavement treat-
ments were selected for fis-
cal year 2024-2025: mill
and overlay, and cape seal/
microsurface. The mill and
overlay technique will take
care of 6.4 miles of road-
way for $1,361,251.40. The
cape seal/microsurface
method will focus on three
miles of roadway at a cost
of $338,748.60.

A strategy was im-
plemented to select roads
for inclusion on the fiscal
year 2024-2025 rehabilita-
tion list. The list included
consideration of the Octo-
ber 2021 Pavement Con-
dition Assessment Report,
city staff field-verifying
each roadway with respect

See ROADS Page 4A

overtime hours to help in
getting us back to normal.

Our first responders
provided services to 196
9-1-1 calls, opening up
roadways from fallen trees
all while continuing to pro-
vide EMS service to our
community. We would like
to thank all City staff for
their help with the recovery
from Hurricane Milton and
I would now like to move
on to general updates.

Our population con-
tinues to grow with a cur-
rent population of 61,820
over 36 square miles with
20,470 housing units.

City budget

Our 2024-2025 bud-
get is $201,720,799 which
includes both our General
Funds and Enterprise op-
erations.

As for budget high-
lights our tax base has in-
creased by over $1.2 billion
dollars providing an addi-
tional $5 million dollars in
property tax. We increased

See CITY Page 7A
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Bankson wins second term to
represent House District 39

-

Republican incumbent
Doug Bankson won his sec-
ond term as State House of
Representatives District 39,
defeating Democrat chal-
lenger Marsha Summersill
in the November 5 general
election.

Bankson collected a
total of 44,913 votes (53
percent), while Summer-
sill got 39,755 (47 percent)
votes, according to Ballot-
pedia. The total number of
cast votes for this race was
84,688.

Florida House of Rep-
resentatives members serve
two-year terms with term
limits. Members may serve
no more than four consecu-
tive term.

District 39 map encom-
passes parts of Orange and
Seminole counties includ-
ing Apopka.

Bankson is a pastor
who lives in Apopka. Sum-
mersill, also an Apopka res-
ident, is an attorney.

Bankson first assumed
office on November 8,
2022.

Incumbent Doug Bankson (R) wins a second term to
serve as State House Representative for District 39,
which includes the Apopka area. He defeated chal-
lenger Marsha Summersill, also an Apopka resident,
in the November 5 general election. Above, Bankson
campaigns with his wife Jeri Bankson in Apopka on
Election Day.

The Apopka Fire Department, in partnership with the 2650 Foundation, hosted a special ceremony at
Apopka Fire Station One on Friday, November 1, to award six Apopka firefighters with scholarships to at-
tend a certification course in Vehicle and Machinery Rescue. These scholarships have been made possible
through the continued efforts and support of the 2650 Foundation, an organization dedicated to honor-
ing the life and legacy of fallen Apopka firefighter Austin Duran. Pictured (I to r) are scholarship recipients
engineer Stephen DeMatties, engineer Sean Potter, firefighter EMT Racquel Lopez, firefighter paramedic
Juan Millan, firefighter EMT Danio Perez, and firefighter EMT Tomas Rodriguez.

\

Photo courtesy of Apopka Fire Department/Facebook

Photo cousy of Habita
In a collaborative effort, 21 of Central Florida’s CEOs and business leaders gathered on Monday, November 4, to address affordable
housing in the region for CEO Build 2024. The event was originally scheduled for last month but postponed due to Hurricane Milton.
The CEOs participated in the construction of two affordable homes on Sanford Avenue in Altamonte Springs, doing activities such
as painting and landscaping. A program by Habitat for Humanity Seminole-Apopka in partnership with Seminole County, CEO Build
raises awareness of the Central Florida affordable housing crisis.

t for Humanity Seminole-Apopka
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Apopka Event of the Week

English for Social Interactions meets
on Tuesday, November 12, 2-2:45 p.m.
in the North Orange Branch Meeting
Room, 1211 E. Semoran Blvd. This class
will cover a wide array of topics from ac-
cepting and rejecting an invitation to en-
gaging in small talk with strangers. Rec-
ommended for those with a basic under-
standing of English.

The Apopka Chief

November 8, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

‘ Quotable

And it’s time we stand and say
That I’'m proud to be an American
Where at least I know I’m free
And I won’t forget the men who
died Who gave that right to me

Words from Lee Greenwood’s
song that express how we feel after
the results of Tuesday’s, Nov. 5

election.

The Apopka Chief
A weekly newspaper founded in 1923

Publisher Emeritus Publisher
John Ricketson T. Jerrod Ricketson
Mar. 5,1940 - July 16, 2024 Reporters
Consultant Emeritus Teresa Sargeant
John Peery Marshall Tempest
Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023 Neal Fisher

Marketing Director
Jackie Trefcer

General Mgr Emeritus
Neoma Knox
Feb. 12,1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

This song by Lee Greenwood says
how we feel about the election
results, and is a tribute to America,
our military, and our veterans

God Bless The USA

I worked for all my life
And I had to start again

I thank my lucky stars
To be living here today

If tomorrow all the things were gone

With just my children and my wife

‘Cause the flag still stands for freedom
And they can’t take that away

And I’m proud to be an American
Where at least I know I’m free
And I won’t forget the men who died

Who gave that right to me

And I’d gladly stand up next to you

And defend Her still today
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt
I love this land

God Bless the U.S .A.

From the lakes of Minnesota

To the hills of Tennessee
Across the plains of Texas
From sea to shining sea

From Detroit down to Houston

And New York to L.A.

Where there’s pride in every

American heart

And it’s time we stand and say

That I’'m proud to be an American
Where at least I know I’m free

And I won’t forget the men who died

Who gave that right to me

And I’d gladly stand up next to you

And defend Her still today
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt
I love this land

God Bless the U.S .A.

Who gave that right to me

And defend Her still today
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt
I love this land

God Bless the U.S.A.

X
X
X
X
X

And I’m proud to be an American
Where at least I know I’m free
And I won’t forget the men who died

And I’d gladly stand up next to you
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Volunters are very much appreciated

On November 21st,
District 2 will celebrate an
entire year’s worth of su-
perb volunteerism by four
community associations.

I have written extensive-
ly about the Corridor of
the Year Contest, which is
a friendly competition in-
tended to beautify rights-
of-way, reduce crime, and
raise property values on
four corridors. The 2024
competing corridors in-
clude Sheeler Road, Rose
Avenue, Powers Drive, and
Votaw Road.

I endeavored to get the
engagement of mandatory
homeowner associations
located up and down these
corridors. These boards
and their professional

County Commissioner
District 2

Chritine Moore

landscapers were asked

to make sure their walls
were clean, sidewalks pres-
sure-washed, beds freshly
mulched, and that residents
participated in a workday.
However, I was only suc-
cessful in getting about 40
percent involved. Many
times board and proper-

ty managers failed to re-
spond, and a member of
People of Lockhart, People

of Wekiwa Springs, Peo-
ple of Southern Apopka, or
People of Clarcona-Ocoee
made the improvement on
their behalf.

Then there were the
neighborhoods without
homeowner associations.
In these neighborhoods,

I would find residents to
work alongside members of
the associations. This work
was a joy, and their joint ef-
forts were thoroughly ap-
preciated by all.

We also tackled what
I call “segments.” Seg-
ments are sections of
homes owned by individ-
ual property owners. Most
times, auxiliary community

See MOORE Page 6A

WHS Advisory Group is enlightening

One of the highlights
of my job has always been
the time I get to spend with
our students. I genuinely
enjoy spending time chat-
ting with them and listen-
ing to their thoughts. So
when it was time to meet
with my student adviso-
ry group at Wekiva High
School, I couldn’t wait.

I try to meet with a mix
of students at each high
school in my district a cou-
ple of times a year. I started
doing this several years ago
as [ wanted to hear directly
from the students how the
policies we were creating
at the district were affect-
ing them.

These meetings are
the most insightful meet-
ings I have had because the
students never hold back,
sharing the good and the

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

challenges.

This group of stu-
dents surprised me with
several positive remarks
about recent changes and
I was very pleased to hear
it. First, they told me that
the new law that required
that all school doors have
to remain locked has actu-
ally benefited them because
they know they have to
hurry to class or else they
get locked out of hallways
and classrooms.

They also shared that
the all-day cell phone ban
was frustrating in the be-
ginning, but they can now
see the benefit because
they are not as distracted
in class. Instead of looking
at their phones all the time,
they are interacting more
with the people around
them.

Goal accomplished!

Finally, they shared
that they are relieved that
every student and visitor is
required to show an ID now
to get into the building.
They commented that this
makes them feel very safe
because they know that
only people who should be
in the building are there.

It’s always refresh-
ing to hear students recog-

See BYRD Page 6A

This Week In God’s Word

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves

and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then |

will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sin and will heal their
land.” — 2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV

In a world where you
can be anything, be
kind.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises,
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange {
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Thanksgiving Day seems to have become the forgotten holiday

What happened to
Thanksgiving?? It seems
we went from Labor Day
to Halloween and then by-
passed Thanksgiving Day.

The stores are full of
Christmas decorations and

{-&

displays but it is hard to | ,q
find Thanksgiving décor. -Ike Hayden 4
The holidays we use to cel-

ebrate with Judeo-Chris- pletely.

tian values seem to be los- Thanksgiving has al-

ways been a special time
for American families.

ing their focus and we’re
being overrun with secular

themes. Everything seems
to be centered on profit and
the reason for the season is
forgotten or ignored com-

Great feasts were planned
and are planned and carried
out for the reason of gath-
ering and sharing the past

year’s blessings: new ba-
bies, healings from illness-
es, marriages (additions to
families), but most of all
to give honor, praise, and
thanks to the King of the
universe for our nation and
our Christian values that
were the foundation of our
Constitution.

Our nation is being in-
undated with illegal aliens
that have no such regard for
our GOD, or our Consti-
tution. They are not inter-
ested in becoming a United
States citizen. Their intent
is to see how much they

can suck from the teats of
our entitlement system.

I watched an inter-
view instigated by Fox
News with an illegal from
South America and he stat-
ed his wife was working,
he wasn’t (by choice), but
they had a child that was in
daycare, and he was com-
plaining. My question: why
was their child in daycare
(taxpayer’s expense) when
the father was not working?

The question was
not asked! The net cost of
funding these illegal aliens,
as of March of 2023 for the

United States — at the fed-
eral, state, and local levels
— was at least $182 billion.
That means the cost for il-
legal immigration for each
taxpayer is $1,156 per year
($957 after factoring in tax-
es paid by illegal aliens).
Every child, US born of il-
legal aliens cost $8,776 an-
nually. It’s estimated that
illegal aliens that are em-
ployed and paying taxes
only return one sixth of the
total revenue given through
government handouts.
These illegal aliens do
not want to assimilate into

the United States of Amer-
ica, and it is estimated they
represent 180 different na-
tions, a multitude from na-
tions that seek to destroy
our form of government.

Europe has been over-
run by immigrants whose
only desire is to reform the
government to their form
of ruling. The Netherlands,
for instance, have a great-
er number of immigrants
than native Dutch and can
change the government by
electoral process.

See HAYDEN Page 6A
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Blue Darter Band raising
money for 2025 London trip

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka High
School Blue Darter Band is
asking the community for
help in raising funds for an
upcoming London trip to
perform in the New Year’s
Day Parade.

Kimberly Chmiel, a
parent and volunteer for the
Blue Darter Band Boosters,
announced that the Blue

Darter Band has the op-
portunity to perform in the
London New Year’s Parade
at the Wednesday, Novem-
ber 6, Apopka City Council
meeting. The London trip is
from December 27, 2025,
to January 3, 2026.

The all-expense paid
trip would pay for the pa-
rade participation itself and
all other events included
in the week-long itinerary,
such as food and hotel.

“We of course are not
too sure yet on pricing be-
cause it’s a little too early to
look at flights. But they’ll
be able to march, do some
sightseeing and have the
trip of a lifetime,” Chmiel
said.

The band is hosting
fundraisers to support the
trip, such as selling Papa
Johns gift cards and Frog-

See AHS Page 8A

Orange County will host
conference for new ways to
improve neighborhoods

The annual Orange
County Community Con-
ference this weekend pro-
vides Orange County res-
idents an opportunity to
learn innovative ways to
improve neighborhoods.

The Orange Coun-
ty Community Conference
will take place on Satur-

day, November 9, at the Or-
ange County Multicultur-
al Center, 7149 W. Colo-
nial Drive, Orlando. Doors
open at 7:30 a.m. Confer-
ence Day is 8 a.m. -2 p.m.

Workshops will feature
topics for individual citi-
zens, voluntary neighbor-
hood organizations, home-

owners associations, and
other community groups.
There will also be a chat
with Orange County Mayor
Jerry L. Demings.

Pre-registration is now
closed. Walk-in attendees
may attend for $12 per per-
son upon arrival. Only cash
is accepted.

[Tell them you saw it in The Apopka @I)il@

Follage Sertoma

Club of Apopka

Fri., Nov. 8, 2024 thru \

Sun., Nov. 10, 2024 .
i Presents

IHIEXIE'EI'?\;II-AS The 48th Annual Apopka
PAGEANT EVER (PG) Christmas Parade
12:30; 1:00; 3:20; 4:00; | December 14th, 2024
;:I\(I)I?LEZ(R) 1240 - 10 a.m. to Noon
430; 7:30 ' “A Golden Christmas
THE WILD ROBOT in Apopka”
(PG) 12:50; 3:50; 6:40 &
HERETIC (R) 1:10; Celebrating 50
4:20; 6:20; 7:20 Years of Sertoma .
HERE(PG-13) 1:20; -

w1 The Annual Apopka Christmas
Parade is the highlight of the holiday
season. We would like to encourage
youth groups, businesses, clubs, and
other organizations to join us in this
fun-filled community event!

4:10; 6:50
CONCLAVE (PG) 1:30;
3:40;7:10

VENOM: THE LAST
DANCE (PG-13) 1:40;
4:40; 7:40

For entry registration or
sponsorship information, please
email info@foliagesertoma.org

or call Lorena Potter
at 407-583-7349

HURRY!
Deadline is November 22nd!

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
Www.regmovies.com

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

It’s All Over But
The Crying

Wednesday, November
6, 2024.1:46 a.m.

| know you won't be
reading this until Friday,
but this is the first time
that | can remember sit-
ting in front of a TV watch-
ing the reporting of a
Presidential election until
The Winner has been an-
nounced. This one was
worth the wait. Just about
everyone within hearing
spoke of it being (pos-
sibly) the most important
election in our history. For
many reasons, | agreed.
| agree. How about Mak-
ing America Great again,
Safe again, Healthy
again, Prosperous again,
Respected again? Demo-
crats and other liberals/
progressives have made
gender, color, ethnic-
ity, etc., what Americans

care about and Are about.
| think this election says
we’re about, and care
about, much more than
that.

Not too long ago,
someone told me that
this would be our last
election. | didn’t bother
to ask where she got her
“information’] because |
thought it was a silly thing
to say ... the obstacles
to that happening, in my
mind, are many. Although
| must say that those on
the “other side” want to
see some things changed
that would certainly begin
to move us in that direc-
tion, but, still ... too many
obstacles. Besides, |
don’t want to waste this
entire space with more
negativity. All | want to do
is say, YAY! And, Good
Night.And ...

He won! He won!
He won! He won!
He won! He won!
We won! We won!
We won! We won!
We won! We won!

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

The Best Compliment You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses and organizations.

(

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

~\

We Buy Kid’s Things
3030 E. Semoran Blvd.,
Ste 202, Apopka

407-788-8010

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

v Titer Testing

G000 TIMES M Yoo ne
TMET"ER Ultimate Party? ‘
ANAIT! 3

*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
* Bounce houses
and slide combos available
« Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
e Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
 Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units
For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

Hours: Monday - Frrday 7AM - 5PM

V' ALY Gty Gy Gompeny
“&\* Licensed & Insured
A K State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

N

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL

32798

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

* Most Insurance Accepted

* On-Site X-Ray Lab

* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
‘Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM

-
4

iy

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing

Serv1ce Inc.

407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Please Support These Businesses & Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Arce Investing in the Community.

Be prepared before the next power outage

It’s not just a generator.

It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
—— |

Electoral College -
Distribution of Electoral Votes

Electoral votes are allocated among the States based on the Census. Every State
is allocated a number of votes equal to the number of Senators and Representatives in
its U.S. Congressional delegation—two votes for its Senators in the U.S. Senate plus a
number of votes equal to the number of its Congressional districts.

Under the 23rd Amendment of the Constitution, the District of Columbia is
allocated 3 electors and treated like a State for purposes of the Electoral College.

Each State (which includes the District of Columbia for the Electoral College)
decides how to appoint its electors; however, they must do so according to law enacted
before Election Day. Currently all States use the popular vote results from the Novem-
ber general election to decide which political party chooses the individuals who are
appointed.

Allocation within each State

All States, except for Maine and Nebraska, have a winner-take-all policy where
the State looks only at the overall winner of the state-wide popular vote. Maine and
Nebraska, however, appoint individual electors based on the winner of the popular
vote within each Congressional district and then 2 “at-large” electors based on the
winner of the overall state-wide popular vote.

While it is rare for Maine or Nebraska to have a split vote, each has done so twice:
Nebraska in 2008, Maine in 2016, and both Maine and Nebraska in 2020.

Current allocations
The allocations are based on the 2020 Census.

They are effective for the 2024 and 2028 presidential elections.
Total Electoral Votes: 538; Majority Needed to Elect: 270
Go to: https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/allocation

to see allocation among the states




community

® health

& Pediatrics /3, OB/GYN
% FamilyMedicine () Dental
(4} Intemal Medicine [T Pharmacy

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

Al -SEPTEMBER 28TH -

-3 NATURALE
DISSERS NOVEMBER 24TH

Open Saturdays
s and Sundays. Group
® _J- -'r"_L N .
— reservations available
IEXTNSSDNEE=]  uring the weekalso
S : ‘
B oon o« NEEADMISSION

o StateFarm

Kim Varnadore
kimvarnadore.com
(352) 343-5181

General Admission: $16
(online price only)
Children 2 & Under: FREE

SPEGIALSEVENT,
T e

November 15th

Great Scott Farms
WWW.VISITGREATSCOTT.COM

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH

e MEDICARE

e CREMATION

e ACCIDENT

e DENTAL

e LIFE

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL

Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue

niautiheX
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Roadway Mileage

New Roadway
Added Mileage

Total Resurfaced Mileage
Cold in Place Mileage
Mill & Overlay Mileage
Cape Seal / Micro Mileage
Funding allocated

Note:

Roadway Statistics & Pavement History

N 2 I T N
197 202 204 218

6 5

4 11

0 1.6

4 7

0 2
$800,000 $3,000,000

1. FY 20/21 - Many of these roads were long term repairs, $800,000 for routine resurfacing.
2. FY 21/22 - Coronavirus Funding Approximate $1M - Yothers Rd [Cold n Place}, $2M for routine resurfacing.

3. FY 22/23 - Coronavirus Funding Approximate 51M - Northwest Recreation Park (Mill & Overlay and Cape Seal), $2M for routine resurfacing.
4. FY 23/24 - No Coronavirus funding — 52M for routine resurfacing.
5. Industry life span for roadway life, 12 years for collector roads & 15 years for lecal readway. Many variation can affect the life span of the road,
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This chart, taken from the staff report of the Wednesday, November 6, City Council meeting agena packet,
shows the city’s statistics and pavement history from 2020 to 2024.

Roads: Program will use two methods

Continued from page 1A

to severity of distress and deficien-
cies, evaluating citizen inquires and
including them when applicable, and
allocated funding.

Selection of a pavement treat-
ment methodology is based on the se-
verity of pavement distress, potholes,
and various types of cracking, as well
as funding.

Mill and overlay

The mill and overlay process is a
structural asphalt method in which
1-1.5 inches of existing pavement is

ANNUAL HOLIDAY
BAZAAR
CAIE & GIFT BOUTIQOUE

NOVEMBER 9, 2024 « 9AM TO 3PM

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
601 S. HIGHLAND AVE. APOPKA FL 32703

milled and removed, the area is swept
and tack coat is applied. New asphalt
is placed and the surface is rolled flat.

The mill and overlay process will
be done on 4.3 miles of roadway at
Meadows of Maude Helen for a total
cost of $937,237.49; and on 2.1 miles
of roadway at Pines of Wekiva for a
total cost of $424,013.91.
Cape seal/microsurface

Cape seal/microsurface is a non-
structural method in which the exist-
ing pavement surface is sprayed with
emulsified asphalt, immediately cov-
ered with aggregate, rolled, and then

a final coat of either fog seal, slurry
seal, or microsurface is added.

Cape seals provide skid resis-
tance, sealing the pavement against
moisture intrusion, protecting the
pavement structure from further ox-
idation and raveling, and restoring a
uniform black appearance.

The cape seal/microsurface
method will be done on 1.87 miles of
roadway at Spring Ridge for a total of
$236,182.22; 0.28 miles of roadway
at Pines of Wekiva for $25,216.79;
and another 0.89 miles at Pines of
Wekiva for a cost of $77,349.59.
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City partners with national firm to
attract more retailers to community

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city Economic De-
velopment Department Di-
rector, Michelle Boylan,
announced a new partner-
ship with Retail Strategies,
a national retail consulting
firm, to spearhead a thor-
ough initiative focused on
retail recruitment.

The partnership was
formalized through a pig-
gyback contract, current-
ly at $40,000 annually for
a one-year agreement with
Retail Specialties, which
the city Council approved
at its September 18 meet-
ing.

Retail Strategies is a
national retail consulting
firm that specializes in as-
sisting municipalities and
economic development or-

ganizations in attracting
and retaining retailers.
“Overtime, the

collaboration with Retail
Strategies is expected to
yield a variety of benefits,
including increased job
opportunities,  enhanced

local services, and a diverse
shopping experience that
caters to both current and
future  citizens,”  states
a news release from the
city of Apopka. “As this
initiative unfolds, the City
of Apopka is committed
to ensuring that the new
retail developments reflect
the values and preferences
of its residents, making
Apopka a place where
people can live, work, and
shop conveniently.”

To put the plan into
action, Retail Strategies
will do desktop research,
looking at various data-
bases containing informa-
tion about spending habits.
This will then get put into
a flyer for distribution that
will highlight retail sell-
ing points such as traffic
patterns, medium income,
spending habits.

Retail Strategies will
also visit the community to
conduct a real estate analy-
sis. This will include look-
ing at retail sites that need
tenants, available land for
development and under-
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utilized spaces and speak-
ing to licensed real estate
professionals, landowners,
and property management
companies about shopping
plazas needing tenants for
more information.

Retail Strategies will
catalogue these sites so the
city could have a thorough
database of all the avail-
able real estate that retail-
ers could fill. This data will
be compiled for communi-
ty feedback. A survey will
also go out to the public
asking about their spend-
ing habits and type of retail
they want the city to attract.

“Then they’re going to
tailor a plan that will target
specific categories, wheth-
er it’s restaurants, grocery
stores, home improve-
ment, entertainment, new
hospitality, going to look
at not only what the com-
munity wants, but what
the community can actu-
ally support and attract af-
ter they’ve completed the
plan,” Boylan said. “They
do also provide national re-
cruitment and representa-
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tion for us as they attend in-
dustry specific trade shows
and will promote the city,
but they also have connec-
tions already with national
retailers and they’re going
to reach out and discuss the
possibilities of them com-
ing to Apopka.”

“So essentially when
other cities do this, they
use them for a minimum of
three years, our piggyback
allowed us to do one year,”
Boylan concluded. “We’re
going to review the work
that they’ve done within
the first year to consider ei-
ther piggybacking off of an-
other agreement that they
have with another city, or to
continue the relationship in
some way as long as it’s in
line with our procurement
policy.

——Year End —_
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Election integrity bills have been filed to prohibit voting by noncitizens

By Bethany Blankley |
The Center Square contributor
Nov 4,2024 —

A group of Republican law-
makers, led by U.S. Rep. Matt
Gaetz, R-FL, have filed election
integrity bills related to the border
crisis.

Gaetz filed the “Judicial Ac-
tion to Impose Liability for Alien
Voters Act,” known as the JAIL for
Alien Voters Act, to ensure that ev-
ery illegal foreign national who un-

lawfully votes in federal elections
faces enhanced criminal penalties.
Federal law already prohibits
noncitizens from voting. The bill
would amend the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 to increase the penalty to
five years in prison or a $10,000
fine, in line with penalties for U.S.
citizens who unlawfully vote. Re-
publican U.S. Reps. Andy Ogles of
Tennessee, Andy Biggs of Arizo-
na, Mike Collins of Georgia, Clau-
dia Tenney of New York, and Barry

Moore of Alabama, cosponsored it.

Gaetz filed the bill after for-
mer President Donald Trump called
for stiffer penalties for a range of
crimes committed by illegal border
crossers, including voting. He also
filed it months after U.S. House Re-
publicans passed the SAVE Act in
July. The bill would increase pen-
alties and expand protections for
states related to noncitizens voting.
The Democratic-controlled Senate
did not consider it.

“President Donald Trump is right:
illegal aliens who vote in our elec-
tions should be in jail,” Gaetz said.
“It is unacceptable that illegal
aliens get lighter sentences for de-
frauding our elections than U.S. cit-
izens. My legislation, the JAIL for
Alien Voters Act, will create parity
in punishment for those who com-
mit voter fraud, regardless of immi-
gration status. It’s common sense
that U.S. citizens should be the only
ones voting in U.S. elections.”

Earlier this month, after the
Biden-Harris Department of Jus-
tice sued the Commonwealth of
Virginia for removing noncitizens,
including illegal border crossers,
from its voter rolls, Gaetz intro-
duced the “National Motor Voter
Clarification Act.”

Virginia was among sever-
al states that removed noncitizens
from its voter roles. Groups sued,

See BILL Page 7A

Moore: The yearly contests have been changed to reflect HOA strengths

Continued from page 2A

groups or students would
come and pick up trash,
trim trees, or whatever was
needed. Owners were writ-
ten several letters encour-
aging participation as a
corridor. One of the peo-
ple groups even contacted
individual owners along
the corridor. After receiv-
ing permission, members
mowed and edged yards
thereby upping the standard
on the corridor. In one case,
I had the county install

sidewalks, and the Apop-
ka Professional Firefighter
Union trimmed trees while
county public works picked
up the resulting debris. This
collaboration produced
transformational change
along the northern portion
of Sheeler Road.
Eachyearladd a
new portion for the con-
test. Thus, in 2024, I add-
ed the Artistic Corridor of
the Year(ACOY). Well, the
“ACOY” didn’t turn into a
competition, as I am sim-
ply donating funding to the

non-profit to host a block
party. Another goal of this
work is to bring people to-
gether to develop a stronger
sense of place, or as author
Peter Kageyama says, to
“love where you live.”

For the first year, all
four groups completed a
major art project. I’'m so
proud of them. Here is the
list of their major accom-
plishments:

People of Lockhart —
“Roses on Rose” — the as-
sociation painted more than
three dozen roses on the

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE is hereby given that JOHN TOWNSEND has made an application,

in accordance with Apopka Code
Article II,

Development Code,

of Ordinances,
Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka

Part III, Land

Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW THE USE OF
“FOOD PROCESSING OR BEVERAGE BOTTLING” IN THE LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (I-

L) ZONING DISTRICT.
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relates to
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Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the Special Exception request at
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka
City Hall on Tuesday, December 10, 2024, beginning at 5:30 P.M., or

as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed

hearing to speak.

Please be advised that,
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter,

under State law,

if you
you

will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony and

evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

In accordance with

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities

needing assistance to participate

in any of these proceedings

should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,

Apopka,

Florida 32703;

Telephone:

hours prior to the proceeding.
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no less than 48

Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department
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Tealwood Cove Subdivi-
sion fencing

People of Clarcona-
Ocoee — “Coast-2-Coast
Mural” — the association
contracted with artist De-
lia Miller to paint a car-
centric mural at the Rebel
Gas Station Pond retaining
wall at the northwest corner
of Pine Hills and Clarcona
Ocoee roads

People of Wekiwa
Springs — “Welcome to
Wekiwa Springs” Fence Art
— the non-profit designed
and installed “cup art” on
the county’s pond fence

just east of the Sprouts
at the Wekiva Riverwalk
Shopping Center

People of Southern
Apopka — “Sheeler Com-
munity Garden & Fence
Art” - the new organization
stained a fence, added art,
painted stems, and plant-
ed sunflowers on a City of
Apopka blighted proper-
ty at the corner of Sheeler
Road and Apopka Blvd.
All four groups used their
creativity to create unique
projects reflective of their
individual communities.
Very impressive for the first

year of Artistic Corridor of
the Year projects!

Together, we will cele-
brate the winner of the Dis-
trict 2 Person of the Year,
Most Improved Neighbor-
hood, and the 2024 Corri-
dor of the Year at Wekiva
High School on November
21stat 6 p.m. All are invit-
ed to attend.

The special guest hon-
oree will be Chief Meteo-
rologist Tony Mainolfi. His
hour-by-hour coverage on
social media so positively
aided District 2 residents
during Hurricane Milton.

Byrd: My focus strengthens support

Continued from page 2A

nize the positive benefits of
decisions because it helps
them to be invested if they
understand why rules are
put in place.

They did share some
challenges that I will also
be sharing with the Super-
intendent and will work to
address. Many of these sur-
rounded staffing challeng-
es that our district and dis-
tricts across the nation are
experiencing.

They are struggling
with long-term substi-
tutes in important classes
that may not be teaching
at the same level as a regu-
lar teacher, crowded and
late buses because of our
bus driver shortage, and
the struggle to get appoint-
ments with school counsel-
ors because of their heavy
workloads.

These are issues I
hear at every high school
I visit and I hear the same
concerns from my fel-
low school board mem-
bers across the state. Public
school funding has to in-

crease so that districts can
offer competitive wages to
attract people to the field
of education. If we don’t,
our children are left feeling
the effects of a reduced and
overworked workforce and
their education suffers just
as these students shared
with me this week.

The other big area of
concern for these kids is
their feeling of not being
prepared well enough for
the college application pro-
cess, making plans after
graduation and making sure
everything is in place for
graduation. They feel like
they need more one-on-one
mentoring and guidance
about their options and the
opportunities available to
them.

This is a high prior-
ity for me and something
I have been working on
with the Superintendent.
The choices available to
our students in high school
and beyond are vast, much
more than many of us
adults had when we were
young.

There are so many

paths a student can take
from dual enrollment in
college courses or technical
trades to advanced place-
ment classes, to online
classes and more. Navigat-
ing all those choices and
choosing the right path is
challenging with the best
support.

For many of our chil-
dren, who may not have
parents who are able or
willing to do the research,
they are relying on the
schools to help guide them
and we have to do a bet-
ter job in this area. We are
working on different ways
to achieve that and this dis-
cussion certainly inspired
me to continue to pursue
solutions.

As always, I left the
school feeling impressed
by our young people and
their outlook and willing-
ness to work on solutions.

We have great kids in
our community and I’'m so
proud to be able to work
every day to make their ex-
periences better.

Hayden: Thanksgiving is Godly event

Continued from page 2A

Remember what Khr-
uschev said about Ameri-
can government?

In one of his letters
(Kruschev toured America,
September 15-17, 1959),
Nikita Khrushchev (1894-
1971) predicted, “We will
take America without fir-
ing a shot.” Does it seem
coincidental to you that the
invasion of illegal aliens
could end up fulfilling that
prediction?

In 1941, the Japanese
considered an invasion of
our Pacific Coast, but after
much consideration they
decided against it because
they knew that most of the

population was armed, and
their loss of soldiers would
be too great. So, they chose
Pearl Harbor.

Not so today! This ad-
ministration has welcomed
illegal aliens from all over
the world, even flying them
into the United States under
the cover of darkness, prov-
ing that they know the peo-
ple (whom they have sworn
to protect) of this great na-
tion would not approve.

Legal immigration is
anecessary endeavor, and
people have been willing to
undergo the difficulties in-
volved with that process to
become an AMERICAN,
and to enjoy the freedoms
we have because of our

Constitution, and the self-
governing experiment set-
up by our forefathers.

I am going to celebrate
Thanksgiving this year by
giving thanks, and praise to
GOD for all the past, pres-
ent, and future blessings.
This nation was founded on
Judeo-Christian principles
and, whether you believe
it or not, has no bearing on
that fact!

GOD is in charge, He
has never abdicated His
throne, and Thanksgiving
is the perfect time to let the
rest of the world know how
GOD has been active and
encouraging in all our situ-
ations.

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the

Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The @popka Chief newspa- BfFes =

per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at %
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-

ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad- ¥l .

32704-0880.

The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-

munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-

tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

Finance Dept...........

Police Chief

Job Line

...... 407-703-1756
...... 407-703-1741

Fire (non-emerg.)....ceeeeeeeeeees
Parks and Rec. Dept. ...

Police (non-emerg.) .......ccccceeesssee 407-703-1771

407-703-1725

407-703-1769 | Solid Waste

407-703-1743

apopka.net

Solid Waste Collect........owwn...
Street Maintenance.........ooo....
Utility Billing ...eeceeesseeeeeeeeeesseenns
Medical, fire emergency.........
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis

..... 407-703-1731

located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.

Clerk of the Court..
Elections Supervisor.......... 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.........

Garbage Collection............ 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ....wweeererresssssns 407-836-2600

Hunting/Fishing Lic..

407-836-6601

888-347-4356

City of Apopka Orange County Other Area

Telephone Numbers Telephone Numbers Numbers of Note
City Hall 407-703-1700 | Animal Services........ 407-836-3111 | U.S. Senators
Mayor’s Office ....uwmncrsssrsinens 407-703-1701 | Auto/Boat Tags .....mewmmerees 850-617-2000 | Rick Scott (REP.) uvvreevvrressssrrees 202-224-5274
City Administrator. 407-703-1649 | Building Dept.....cewrmrcns 407-836-8550 | Marco RUbIO (Rep.)...wwvereeren 407-254-2573
City Clerk .. 407-703-1704 | County Mayor .... 407-836-7370 | U.S. Representative
Community Devel. 407-703-1712 | County COMMISSION .cvreee. 407-836-7350 | Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........ 352-241-9220
Code Enforcement 407-703-1738 | County AttOrney ... 407-836-7320 | State Representatives

407-836-2065 | Doug Bankson ...uuueueeeeeeeeesennns 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ........cccce. unknown
.................... 407-836-3111 | State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine MOOT€ ....cccooveerrereccerses 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools

----- 407-703-1731 | Parks and Rec. Dept............407-836-6200 | Pupil assignment........... 407-317-3233
..... 407-703-1727 | Property Appraiser.............407-836-5044 | Bus routes............. 407-317-3800
------------------------- 911 | Sheriff Administrative.........407-254-7000 | Superintendent.... 407-317-3200
Non-Emerg. Complaint......407-836-4357 | School BoArd......ueuwmeeeeennns 407-317-3200

ULIlIIES coveerernveeeeeessseennnnecccsns 407-836-5515 | Miscellaneous
All other departments........407-836-3111 | The Apopka Chief.............wwweeeee. 407-886-2777
Medical, fire emergency Museum of the Apopkans........407-703-1707
www.orangecountyfl.net Chamber of Commerce.......... 407-886-1441



The Apopka Chief, November 8, 2024, Page 7A

City: Debt reduced by 94 percent since fiscal year 2018

Continued from page 1A

our millage rate by .5 mills
to give our employees a
cost of living adjustment
as well as an additional
$1.2 million for road and
sidewalk  improvements.
We added 34 Full-time and
41 part-time employees to
keep up with our growing
city.

Our overall Gen-
eral Fund Expense Bud-
get of $100,480,450 in-
cluded Personnel costs of
$59,020,895,  Operating
Expenses of $24,316,042,
Capital Outlays of
$11,409,883 and transfers
of $5,160,847.

Our General Rev-
enue is well diversified
with Taxes making up
$41,592.435, Permits fees
and Special Assessments
making up $16,354461,
Charges for Services bring-
ing in $6,675469, Inter-
governmental revenue of
$16,568,710, Transfers of
$7,107, 476, Reserves of
$7,080,495 and Investment
Income of $2,573.,499.

Our Sales Tax rev-
enue this year was almost
$15,000,000 and the 2024-
2025 budget should be
closer to $16,000,000.

Our General Fund
Debt and Debt Service Re-
duction is what I am most
proud of. This year alone
we have reduced our debt
service by almost $138,000
freeing up money for other
worthwhile projects.

Since FY 2018, we
have reduced the overall
debt by $15.5 million dol-
lars or 94% of the total.
We continue to maintain
our 25% of General Fund
Budget Reserves which
comes to a whopping $25.1
million dollars. That’s a
healthy reserve for the un-
expected storm or other ca-
tastrophe that could come
our way.

For the Capital Project
Improvements for this year,
Transportation  Improve-
ments come in at $11.9 mil-
lion, Streets at $7.6 million,
Finance Improvements of
$2.5 million, Public Safety
of $8.1 million, Sanitation
of almost $500,000, Water,
Reclaim, Wastewater Im-
provements of $27 million,
Recreation Improvements
of $2.7 million and Facili-
ties at $1.7 million.

Now for the Depart-
ment Highlights. Finance
was awarded the Certificate
of Excellence in Financial
Reporting from GFOA for
the 41st Consecutive Year
and received the Distin-
guished Budget Presen-
tation Award for the FY
2024 Budget for the 18th
Consecutive Year. We had
18 Bids advertised and 87
Contracts reviewed and
executed. In Accounts Pay-
able we are now on a week-
ly turnaround for invoices
and have better tracking for
utility payments. We have
converted Police and Fire
over to Bi-weekly pay and
issued over 6,054 Purchase
Orders last year. And fi-
nally, we conducted the FY
2023 Year-End Audit with
Zero Audit Findings. That’s
an accomplishment!

Our Human Resource
Department has been busy
supporting 579 full time
employees, holding 13
New Employee Orienta-
tions and created a New
Employee Intranet Site.
Our Apopka Clinic contin-
ues to be a popular benefit
for our hard-working staff
with many services provid-
ed right here at City Hall.

Downtown area

Our Community Rede-
velopment Agency or CRA
as we call it, has been busy
with helping revitalize our
Downtown with two new
restaurants on Fifth Street,

Bill: Administration
sued for refusal to verity
voter registration

Continued from page 6A

leading to court rulings and
appeals and ultimately the
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in
favor of Virginia, The Center
Square reported. The federal
lawsuit against Virginia was
“unprecedented,” Gaetz said,
agreeing with Virginia’s gov-
ernor “that removing non-
Americans from voter rolls is
‘common sense and constitu-
tional.””

Gaetz’s  bill  would
amend the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993 “to
clarify the authority of States
to remove individuals from
the official lists of eligible
voters on the basis of citizen-
ship status.”

It was filed to “ensure
Governors are allowed to
do their jobs and remove il-
legal aliens from the voter
rolls without fear of being
targeted by” the federal gov-
ernment, Gaetz said. He also
said it was “telling that the
only ‘election integrity’ work
the Biden-Harris Department
of Justice seems interested in
is ensuring maximal turnout
for people who can’t even le-
gally vote!”

Both bills were filed “to
secure U.S. elections against
voting by the tens of millions
of illegal aliens who have en-
tered illegally through the

U.S.-Mexico border during
the Biden-Harris administra-
tion.”

Last month, Florida
also sued the Biden-Har-
ris administration for refus-
ing to verify voter registra-
tion citizenship information,
The Center Square reported.
Florida has been leading on
the issue after battling the
federal government for more
than 10 years in litigation to
ensure that federal agencies
make immigration status in-
formation available to state
agencies in accordance with
federal law.

Federal law requires
federal agencies to make the
requested information avail-
able to states “for any legal
purpose, such as credentials,
background investigations,
and voter registration,” Flor-
ida’s lawsuit says.

The issue has been a ral-
lying cry of Republicans as
the greatest number of illegal
border crossers have been re-
ported in U.S. history under
the Biden-Harris administra-
tion, of roughly 14 million,
The Center Square reported.

Despite the adminis-
tration’s claims that illegal
border crossings were low-
er, nearly three million were
reported in fiscal 2024, The
Center Square reported.

Hick’s Seafood and Just
Like Momma’s. Please
stand and be recognized
William Hicks and Valerie
Sparkman!

We are excited for
the opening of Halls on
Fifth either late this year
or early next year. And if
you haven’t had a chance to
check out the Friday Night
Market on Fifth, we hope to
see you there soon. As part
of the Downtown Enter-
tainment District, we have
Ella Duke and Jay Klein-
richert from Propagate
Social House here with us
today. Please stand and be
recognized!

Our Downtown Trail
Phase 1 will loop within
South Apopka connecting
Alonzo Williams Park all
the way to the West Orange
Trail just east of City Hall.
This will make those who
like to bike and walk a very
inviting way to get Down-
town. The Station Street
project includes 2 (three
story buildings) with 54
units, outdoor pavilion with
lawn seating, and a food
truck staging area.

Just east of the Fran
Carlton Center we are in
the Design Phase of the
new Apopka Skate Park
and Pump Track which
will give our young and
young at heart a place to
try out their skills. I would
also like to thank Charles
Chambers and Fast Signs
for helping design and in-
stall the Wayfinding Signs
that are not only very at-
tractive and give our Visi-
tors directions to our City
properties.

Public Services

Now on to Public Ser-
vices. We have added 7
new positions to comple-
ment our very dedicated
and hard-working team.

Last year we cold-in-
place resurfaced over one

mile of roadway, milled
and overlayed 1.4 miles and
cape sealed 6.12 miles for
a total of 8.5 miles of pav-
ing. We repaired and built
almost 2 miles of sidewalks
and continued to upgrade
our historic brick streets
downtown. This year with
the increase funding we
expect to repair and build
over 9.4 miles of roads in
Apopka.

One project that is long
overdue and has finally
started is the removal of
aged-out oak trees planted
30 years ago in Piedmont
Lakes. The damage they
have caused to sidewalks
and other infrastructure
needed to be addressed. In
the just completed Phase 1
we have removed 34 trees,
repaired 3,400 linear feet of
sidewalk, repaired aprons
and curbs and added 8
ADA Ramps. This winter
we will be replacing all
of the trees that have been
removed over the last sev-
eral years with trees that are
more appropriate for the
limited space. Phase 2 and
3 will begin in 2025 and we
hope to complete the whole
project by 2026.

We just completed the
restoration of the sidewalk
on West Ponkan Rd with
sod and bank restoration
and sidewalk and concrete
storm swale construction
making it a much safer
path for our school children
to get to the Wolf Lake
schools.

The Streets team has
completed the 6.37 miles
of West Kelly Park Road
crosswalk striping and just
finished the bike lane strip-
ping in the Rock Springs
Ridge development.

Our Stormwater Team
has been busy with 1,146
Stormwater Structure In-
spections and maintaining
our four City-owned ponds.

They have completed 79
stormwater ~ maintenance
work orders removing over
1,360 cubic yards of sedi-
ment which slows the per-
colation of stormwater into
the ground.

Our own MS-4 Ad-
ministrator Jennifer Gil-
liam was involved in an
HOA program with Rep-
resentative Bankson to ex-
plain why it is so important
to keep your stormwater
ponds clean.

We have begun Phase 1
of the removal and disposal
of the Asbestos Cement Po-
table water main at Martin
Street. This project will
replace 1,300 feet of 14-
inch Asbestos Cement pipe
near Apopka High School
with 16-inch PVC pipe and
should be completed by the
end of the year.

Phase 2 design is 70%
complete and construction
should be completed in the
next fiscal year. Phase 3 de-
sign and planning is in this
year’s fiscal budget.

As to some of the up-
coming projects we have
a 1.5 MG Water Ground
Storage Tank going in at
the Grossenbacher, a Water
Reclamation Expansion at
the NW Recreational Cen-
ter, a 1.0 MG Ground Stor-
age Tank at the NW Treat-
ment Plant made possible
with a $1.5M federal grant,
Well #1 and #3 well re-
placement at Grossenbach-
er and Well #3 replacement
at the Mount Plymouth Re-
gional WTP for a total cost
of $17,197,811.

Our Water Resources
Maintenance Division
treated and distributed
2,386 million gallons of
water last year and com-
pleted 772 Compliance
samples.

We also ran a volun-
tary test for 1-4 Dioxane
because of concerns in
Seminole County. I am

happy to report that water
at all five plants showed no
delectable levels of 1-4 Di-

oxane.
Our Solid Waste Di-
vision collected over

20,000,000 tons of residen-
tial garbage, 10,000,000
tons of commercial gar-
bage, 12,000,000 tons of
yard waste and recycled
over 2,300 tons of recycla-
ble materials.

Our Public Services
Administration was busy
entering 7,238 work orders,
364 right-of-way Permits,
822 Surveys reviewed and
approved, 1631 building
permits reviewed and ap-
proved, 10,073 call an-
swered along with 1471
walk-in customers for a
total of 25,241 interactions
with the public. Wow they
are busy down at Public
Works.

Our Grants team was
proud to receive a CDBG
Home Rehab Grant last
year of $750,000 and five
homes have been selected
for either a major rehab or
complete rebuild. We are
thankful for the Federal
Grant that will make a huge
difference for these fami-
lies.

Next up, I want to give
a big shout-out o a very
dedicated employee in the
Sanitation Department.
Charles Rogers was doing
his route in Rock Springs
Ridge and noticed one of
his regulars who has mem-
ory issues was not where
he should be and instead of
just driving on he stopped
and asked another neighbor
for some help and getting
the gentleman back home.
For this unwavering com-
mitment to our City I want
to give Charles the Mayoral
Certificate of Commenda-
tion. Charles please come
up to accept your award.

See CITY Page 8A

Owner

MALTBY'S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Tree Trimming & Removal
* Landscape Installation

* Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866
JAMES MALTBY

Licensed
& Insured

[l

bracewors

Community Church
SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
os Worship ll 30 AM
180 Livestream:

%% tnn};url com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rid.,‘xApopka FL

;‘,orxcc@gmall com

We Buy Kid’s Things

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

Need to send or
receive a FAX?

S —

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455
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@11 them you saw it in The Gpopka Chinl) AHS: Over 250 students play in the band

Continued from page 3A

gers Spirit Night, in which
in which 20 percent of all
proceeds go toward the
London trip, Chmiel said.

Comprised of 260 stu-
dents, the Blue Darter Band
just finished its musical per-
formance assessment last
week, where it achieved the
highest rating possible su-
perior as a marching band,
according to Chmiel.

Last March, the AHS
Band represented the city
of Apopka and Orange

Get rid of

The city of Apopka,
in sponsorship with Waste
Management and Orlando
Recycles, will host Apopka

IT'STHE

easo

aumg

i

GEICO

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram
iHablamos Espanol!

Leaves are falling. Your insurance rates could be, too!
See how much you could save with your local GEICO
agent in Apopka.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO

We Get Results!

Graceworx Says Thank You to
The Apopka Chief and The Planter
for Help in Advertising Our Congregation

There’s a lighthearted maxim about advertising that goes like this:
“Early to bed and early to rise is useless if you don’t advertise!” So,
at Graceworx Community Church, we advertise. Fifty-two weeks a
year. In both the Apopka Chief and the Planter.

Why? Because no matter how good a business, product or service
may be, if people don’t know about it, it’s failing in its mission.

So Graceworx Community Church turns to the Apopka Chief and
the Planter because we want to get the word out about who we are,
what we do and how we seek to meet needs in our community. And
we want to achieve that goal effectively and economically.

Because we buy a weekly ad, we get an invaluable bonus every six to
eight weeks. And what is that bonus? Space for about 550 words to
tell our story in much greater detail, along with a photo or illustration.
It’s totally free. And “free” is a four-letter that churches love to hear!

More than just providing free space in the publications, however, the
newspapers’ staff work with us to ensure that our periodic “Business
Story” is laid out in an appealing and effective manner.

And here’s the real clincher: The staff of these newspapers are living
examples of what it means to “go the second mile.” They take serious-
ly their goal of serving both their clients and the entire community.
And they do it with a level of friendliness, efficiency and professional-
ism that’s remarkable.

From our perspective, the benefit we receive from the Apopka Chief
and the Planter is worth every penny we spend to get the word out
about Graceworx Community Church.

And speaking of getting the word out, on Saturday, November 16, our
hour-long 11:30 AM service will feature a 50-minute Christian-music
concert by the Sabbath Strings, a 20-member Central Florida-based
orchestra. And on Saturday, December 21, at 11:30 AM, the Dickens
Carolers will present their fourth annual 50-minute acappella Christ-
mas-music concert. Please put these dates on your calendar now.

We just had to slip in that little promo for the concerts because “early
to bed and early to rise is useless if you don’t advertise!”

bracewors

Community Church

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com ¢ 32 1-228-4599

The Apopka Chief & The Planter
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121
www.TheApopkaChief.com

We are proud
to be part of
our customer’s
success!

County in the National
Cherry Blossom Parade in
Washington, D.C.

“These kids are ab-
solutely incredible, and to
have the opportunity to be
able to go on this trip in
January 26 is a lifetime of
an experience for kids be-
cause it gives them an op-
portunity to travel not only
travel, but abroad and see
London,” Chmiel said.

Commissioner Di-
ane Velazquez asked what
is the deadline to have the
funds available and how

much. Chmiel replied the
band would need the funds
by May 2025 because the
final payment for the trip is
November 2025, a month
before the band could leave
in 2026.

As for the amount to
be raised, Chmiel said she
didn’t have the final num-
ber as of yet but the band
is working on that number
and will get back with a re-
sponse.

Commissioner  Nick
Nesta called the London
trip “an incredible oppor-

tunity.”

“I guess once you have
some set numbers or a little
more confident numbers, if
you can just either send us
an email so we’re all aware
of it, then we can start game
planning from there in how
we can support you,” he
said.

For more informa-
tion about the Blue Darter
Band including the London
trip and fundraisers, visit
apopkabands.com.

electronics at recycling event

Recycles Day at Edwards
Field on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16,9 a.m.-noon.
Attendees may bring
recyclables for this drive-
through event. Orlando
Recycles will be onsite re-
cycling old electronics.
DocuShred will be onsite
to shred papers and docu-
ments; attendees should
make sure clips and paper

clips have been removed.
Receptacles will be in place
for general household recy-
clables.

The following is a list
of materials that will be re-
cycled on Apopka Recycles
Day: desktops, laptops,
servers, LCD monitors/flat
screen TV’s, video/audio
equipment, smart phones/
iPhones/tablets, cameras/

gaming systems, network
switches, office phones/
computer parts, test/lab/

medical equipment, UPS
batteries/wires and cables,
and printers/copiers and as-
sorted peripherals.

Please Note: CRT
monitors and tube TVs will
not be accepted.

City: Citizen receives award

Continued from page 7A

Please give him another
round of applause.

Police department

Now on to our Police
Department. We added 10
new police officer posi-
tions and 1 clerk/redaction
Specialist for the new fiscal
year.

Our Patrol Division
has transitioned to 12-hour
shifts which will increase
our 24-hour presence in the
community. It will also de-
crease the overall response
time to emergency calls
and allow our officers to be
more pro-active in address-
ing crime trends.

The Apopka Police
Department Drone Divi-
sion was created with 5
certified pilots and 5 addi-
tional pilots in training.

Our Apopka K9 pro-
gram has just added Maui,
a l-year old Belgian Mali-
nois/German Shepherd mix
to the unit. Maui was certi-
fied in July of this year.

Our Code Enforce-
ment Division has been
busy keeping our streets
and neighborhoods safe
and clean filing 838 en-
forcement cases and col-
lecting almost $511,000 in
fines to make sure that we
have a city that we can all
be proud of.

Our Community Polic-
ing continues to grow un-
der the leadership of Mark
Creaser who has big shoes
to fill after the retirement of
Jason Wiggins. But Mark

has hit the ground running
and we are sure he will con-
tinue to raise the bar. Our
National Night Out, Op-
eration Best Foot Forward
and Teen Driving ensure
that the public is aware of
the challenges that we still
face. Our Cops-n-Bobbers
and Shop with a Cop are a
great way for our Law En-
forcement officers to inter-
act with our young people
to see how wonderful our
Police officers are. We also
want to thank all the finan-
cial sponsors who make
these events possible.

Our Citizens on Patrol
Police Academy Alumni
Association  volunteered
over 2,200 hours support-
ing our men and women in
blue. If there are any CPA’s
in the audience please stand
and be recognized for your
contribution to the Police
Department. They couldn’t
do it all without your help.

Our Police Training
is second to none and they
continue to improve on our
Advance Autism Training
brought forward by Of-
ficer Emmanuel Sosa. We
continue our De-Escalation
and Racial Intelligence and
Engagement training look-
ing for ways to make our
community safer and more
Police Officer friendly.

Our Police Explorer
Program has 14 Active
Members ages 14-18 who
get together twice a month
to discuss what it is to be
an Apopka Police officer.
APD is sponsoring one
Explorer through the Acad-

emy and has had one Dis-
patcher come through the
Academy.

Video - I would like
to give SRO Officer Justin
Lemieux a Mayoral Certifi-
cate of Commendation for
his work on “Fill the Rack”
at Rock Springs Elemen-
tary and his prior 50 Yard
Challenge where he mowed
50 yards one summer for
those who couldn’t. He is
truly an inspiration to all
that he meets. Please come
forward Officer Lemieux
and accept your award.

Our Public Safety
Academy had 34 students
in Session 1 and 2 learning
what it is like to be a Fire-
fighter or Police Officer.
Hopefully this academy
will spur them on to be a
First Responder and bet-
ter yet one that works for
Apopka.

Our Communications
Center handled 62,232 9-1-
1 call in 2023 and 143,661
non-emergency calls.
We also created 12,801
SmartCAD incidents and
140,684 X-CAD events.

We upgraded our 9-1-
1 Communication System
to NexGen 9-1-1, upgraded
our CAD, MiCAD and Fire
Dispatch (EFD) and our
teletype to eAgent 2.0.

Our 9/11 Service in
front of City Hall was well
represented by our First
Responders, elected offi-
cials and members of the
public as we remembered
those who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice on that day
in 2001.

Send us Your News ¢ Email: news@theapopkachief.com

e 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.

 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

e 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy

* Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave.

Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
* Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &
Roger Williams Rd.
* Chuck’'s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
e Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
e Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies?

* Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd

(Plymouth)

* Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind

store by mail boxes)

Errol Estate entrance) e CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av
* Ace Meat & Grocery, & Hwy 441
439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St. * Discount Beverage & Smoke
* Apopka Chief rack, (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
400 N. Park Ave. e Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at
* Apopka High School corner of Apopka Blvd.
* Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & * Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
Lake Cortez Dr. S. Park Avenue

You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

e Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
* McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441
(next to Burger K)
* Orange County Service Center,
N. Park Ave.
e Perkins Restaurant
Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
e Plymouth Post Office,
Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
e Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
e Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)

* Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & ® Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &

(across from the old Fla. Hosp. location) Kelly Park Rd
¢ CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436 ¢ Circle K #1288, Welch Rd &
* Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 & Wekiva Springs Rd.

¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,
2691 Highway 441
* Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.

* Crosby’s Motor Inn,
Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
*Lula Mace’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka

Welch Rd.

e Sam’s Discount, Overland &
Apopka Blvd.

e Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.

* Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 &

* Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
» UPS Store (The), Rock Springs
& Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

www.theapopkachief.com ¢ Ph: 407-886-2777 ¢ Fax: 407-889-4121 ® email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com

* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave
and Hwy 441

* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

e Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

e Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
(beside Lowe’s)

¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)

e Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441

e Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262
Robinson St.

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!
Add E-Edition for an additional $5.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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