
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Following the Decem-
ber 16 Wisconsin school 
shooting tragedy, the city 
of Apopka is asking Orange 
County Public Schools 
(OCPS) to reconsider its 
pending negotiation for 
School Resource Officers 
(SROs) on several OCPS 
campuses in municipalities, 
including Apopka.

OCPS currently has a 
one-year contract with the 
law enforcement agencies 
in Apopka, Ocoee, Winter 
Garden, Winter Park, and 
Windermere, which secures 
SROs on campuses for the 
2024-25 school year in 
compliance with the Marjo-
rie Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Act.

The district has a three-
year contract with the re-
maining four agencies: Or-
ange County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Orlando Police De-
partment, Maitland Police 
Department, and Eatonville 
Police Department.

The Orange Coun-
ty School Board conduct-
ed a Tuesday, December 
10, work session to discuss 

the possible use of school 
guardians on campuses lo-
cated in the five municipal-
ities. 

The school board pro-
vided direction for staff to 
continue contract negotia-
tion on January 14, 2025, 
with the hopes that a deal 
can be reached to main-
tain SROs on the 30 school 
campuses served by the five 
municipalities.

If an agreement can-
not be reached, the Guard-
ian Program is the only op-
tion allowed by Florida law 
to provide the added secu-
rity to school campuses, ac-
cording to OCPS in a news 
release from early Decem-
ber. 

The email that OCPS 
drafted and scheduled for 
sending to families on De-
cember 17 preceded the 
tragedy in Madison, Wis., 
according to OCPS spokes-
man Michael Ollendorff. 

On December 16, a 
15-year-old girl at Abun-
dant Life Christian School 
shot and killed a teach-
er and a student as well as 
wounding six others before 

The city of Apopka 
will be utilizing Aqua Wa-
ter to help provide main-
tenance on the city’s reuse 
and potable meters in des-
ignated subdivisions. This 
work will occur periodical-
ly over the next six to eight 
weeks in designated subdi-
visions. Aqua Water repre-
sentatives may be in the ar-
eas, and will appreciate un-
derstanding and patience as 
they help ensure the reli-
ability of water services. 

Due to the meter main-
tenance/replacement pro-
gram, the actual water con-
sumption may be higher 
than the estimated water 
consumption previously 
billed. Utility Billing will 

be reviewing each account 
to provide a billing adjust-
ment, if necessary. 

If any additional as-
sistance is needed with the 
adjusted bill, contact Utili-
ty Billing to discuss a pay-
ment plan at 407-703-1727.

For any questions 
or concerns regarding 
the maintenance process, 
reach out to Public Ser-
vices at 407-703-1731.  
 
Locations/Subdivisions

*Alexandria Place 
*Ambergate
*Apopka Hills
*Apopka Terrace
*Arbor Ridge
*Bentons Rep 
*Bluegrass Estates

*Breckenridge
*Breezy Heights
*Bridle Path
*Chandler Estates
*Charleston Park
*Charter Oaks
*Chelsea Park
*Christiana Gardens
*Cimarron Hills
*Clayton Estates
*Clear Lake Estates 
*Clear Lake Landing
*Cobblefield
*Country Address
*Country Landing
*Cutter Corner
*Deer Lake Chase
*Deer Lake Run
*Dovehill
*Dream Lake
*Dunbridge
*Emerson Park

*Errol
*Errol/Dunhill
*Forrest Cove
*Golden Estates
*Greenbrook/Errol
*Hackney Property
*Hawthorne Oaks
*Hidden Lakes
*Hilltop Reserve
*Holly Creek
*Holly Estates
*Kelly Park Hills
*Lake Doe
*Lake Francis/Errol
*Lake Hammer
*Lake Heiniger
*Lake Jewell
*Lake Opal
*Lake Pleasant Cove
*Lake Pleasant Estates
*Lakeside 
*Landings at Rock 

Springs
*Las Alamedas
*Lovell Terrace
*Magnolia Oaks
*Magnolia Park Est.
*Magnolia Woods
*Maine Ave Villas
*Maineline Villas
*Marbella Reserve
*Marden Meadows
*Martin Place
*Maudehelen
*Morrison
*Mount Plymouth
*Mt. Plymouth Lakes
*Northcrest
*Northcrest/Fairfield
*Oak Acre
*Oak Hill Reserve
*Oak on the Lake
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Another undefeated week 
for Apopka boys basketball!
See page 1B.

The city of Apopka 
extended the last date of 
the roadway resurfacing 
project from January 10 
to January 24, 2025, for 
three subdivisions: Mead-
ows of Maudehelen, Pines 
of Wekiva, and Spring 
Ridge. 

Roadway resurfacing 
began on December 2. 

The city will use the 
following methods in this 
year’s resurfacing pro-
gram: mill and overlay, 
and cape/micro seal in this 
year’s resurfacing pro-
gram. 

Maintenance of trans-
portation will be setup 
with one lane closures. 
Drivers are advised to plan 
accordingly for any traffic 
delays. 

Homeowners are 
asked to remove any ve-
hicles on the road, trash 
bins, and any other debris 
that can hinder the pav-
ing process. Delays on 
the start time may occur 
due to weather or storm 
events. 

The Apopka City 
Council voted 5-0 on No-
vember 6 to approve a 
$1.7-million budget for 
fiscal year 2024-2025 
roadway resurfacing pro-

Cities, OCPS at 
odds over current 
SRO negotiation

See WATER Page 5A

City extends its current roadway 
resurfacing project to end of January 

As found on the city of Apopka website, this map depicts all the roads within 
Meadows of Maudehelen that are due to undergo resurfacing in this year’s 
resurfacing program.

gram pavement improve-
ments to cover about 9.4 
miles of roadway in the 
three subdivisions. 

The $1.7-million bud-
get comes from this fiscal 
year’s street improvement 
fund, and is a decrease 
from the fiscal year 2023-
2024 roadway budget of an 

allocated $2 million. That 
fiscal year’s program en-
compassed 218 miles of 
roadway. 

The resurfacing will 
be for the following subdi-
visions:

Mill and Overlay (three 
weeks to complete from 

January 6, 2025 to Janu-
ary 24, 2025)
Meadows of Maudehelen 
Subdivision

*Blue Meadows Court 
(Johns Road to end)

*Johns Road (Beards-
ley Drive to end)

See ROADS Page 10ASee SROs Page 9A

Water meter maintenance to take place

High school cadets attend Military Ball 2024
Cadets from the Wekiva High School Air Force 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFJROTC) 
program and Apopka High School Marine Corps 
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (MCJROTC) 
programs had their Military Ball 2024 at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2093 on Edgewater 
Drive in Orlando on Friday, December 20. Pictured 
are the Wekiva High School Air Force Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps key staff and the Apopka 
High School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps members. Pictured in the first row (l 
to r) are Cadet 1st Sgt Gavin Conner, Cadet 2nd 
Lt. Matthew Theriot, Mayor Bryan Nelson, Cadet 
Capt. Walker Mathis, Cadet Lt. Col. Ethan Kirtley, 
and Cadet Captain James Rabinek. Pictured in 
the second row (l to r) are Cadet 1st Lt. Riverd, 
Cadet/Major Trinity Eckhart, Cadet/Major Sarah 
Lefkowitz, Cadet/Lt. Col. Prince and Cadet Capt. 
Diego Hernandez.

Photo courtesy of Mia Rodriguez.



I’ve written about Vi-
sion 2050 many times 
this past year and I am al-
ways looking for a way to 
best sum up the goal of the 
county’s new, long-term 
comprehensive plan. Sim-
ply put, as we prepare for 
the next 30 years in Or-
ange County, we must 
change the way we manage 
growth.

Vision 2050 as pro-
posed right now will focus 
on five key P’s:

· *Preserve established 
neighborhoods.

· *Protect natural plac-
es and rural spaces.

·* Promote walkability.
· *Prioritize affordable 

housing.
· *Practice smart, sus-

tainable, and responsible 
growth.

A change in the com-
prehensive plan is needed 
because it hasn’t been up-
dated since the 1950s when 
development was based 
on how land is used. The 
outdated practice doesn’t 
work now for several rea-
sons. For example, homes, 
shops, offices, and restau-
rants were kept separate 
from each other. It’s why 
we have such sprawling 
communities and why it 

feels for so many of us that 
we can’t do anything with-
out a vehicle!

With Vision 2050, the 
county is looking to change 
old zoning rules. The new 
development rules are 
called simply Vision 2050. 
Think of Vision 2050 as the 
end destination, and Or-
ange Code as the road map 
to get the county there.

A key element of the 
plan is to direct growth to 
the right places. This means 
preserving established sub-
urban neighborhoods, rural 
places, and natural spac-
es. It also means steering 
most new development to 
the urban sector, which is 
where 44 percent of the fu-
ture population growth in 

Remember when the 
circus was the up and go-
ing thing? Barnum & Bai-
ley had one of the larg-
est shows ever presented. 
It was amazing to see the 
“Flying Trapeze,” the Lion 
& Tiger Tamer in the cage 
with those beasts that could 
easily tear him to piec-
es; the elephants parading 
around just inside the cen-
ter ring; and everything 
happening at one time, in 
the center arena! If some-
thing unusual happened 
that might be detrimen-
tal to the performances, or 

the performers, the lights 
would switch to the first 
ring, and out would burst 
the clowns, as a distraction, 
and diversion. 

Well, something un-
usual has happened in 
the form of unidentified 

drones, and behold; HERE 
COME THE CLOWNS!! 

U.S. Senators Kirst-
en Gillibrand (D-NY) and 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY), 
Cory Booker (D-NJ), and 
Andy Kim (D-NJ) are pan-
icking: surely, we are being 
invaded (finally). These are 
those who watched (with 
their boss “Uncle Joe”) as a 
Chinese Spy balloon drift-
ed across our nation slowly 
gathering, and sending in-
formation to those Chinese 
who were monitoring, and 
recording it all. “No prob-
lem,” they told us. Just a 

weather balloon that got 
loose and broke away. 

The spying technology 
on board that balloon, and 
the steering capability told 
another story. If the politi-
cians in charge of transpar-
ency were Pinocchio’s, we 
would have a forest of nos-
es! The drones they are hy-
perventilating over are fol-
lowing all the requirements 
for night flying (lighting, 
and so on), and I can’t be-
lieve Chinese, or Russian 
spy drones would want to 
be that bold with who they 
are (see spy description in 

Wikipedia). 
Now, our beloved 

N.J. leaders are telling us 
they are missing radioac-
tive waste! May I ask, why 
would anyone steal radio-
active waste, put it on, or 
in drones, and then give us 
a light show in the sky to 
show us where they are? 
I’m sure this administra-
tion and their cohorts know 
exactly what they are, and 
who they are, and if this 
were the Trump adminis-
tration, our beloved, patri-
otic General Mark Milley 
would have called Commu-

nist China to warn them of 
any planned aggressive ac-
tion toward them. 

Mark Milley also said, 
“U.S. troops take an oath 
to the Constitution and not 
a ‘wannabe’ dictator,” an 
apparent swipe at former 
President Donald Trump. 
We do not take an oath 
to the Constitution! Our 
oath is taken to protect the 
Constitution of the United 
States of America, and to 
follow the commands of 
our officers. “Ours is not to 

Dear Rusty: Please ex-
plain the Medicare premi-
um increase based on in-
come reported to Social Se-
curity? For those of us that 
waited to draw Social Se-
curity until age 70, and who 
are still working – drawing 
a salary, and planning to re-
tire at age 75 after RMDs 
kick in at age 73 – how do 
we make sure that Social 
Security reports our earn-
ings accurately, so we don’t 
wind up with increased 
Medicare premiums?  Why 
not charge increased Medi-
care premiums when we 
are younger, instead of 
waiting to sneak up on us 
when we are older? Signed:  

Confused about Medicare 
Premiums 

Dear Confused:  I be-
lieve you are referring to 
Medicare’s “Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment 
Amount,” or “IRMAA.” 
IRMAA increases the 
Medicare Part B (and Part 
D) premium amounts for 
those whose combined in-
come from all sources ex-
ceeds specified levels for 
their IRS tax filing status. 
Social Security (and Medi-
care) get your earnings in-
formation from the IRS and 
use your reported IRS in-
come (on your income tax 
return) to calculate your 
Medicare premium each 

year. But there is a twist 
– they use your reported 
combined income (also 
known as your “MAGI” or 
“Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income”) from 2 years ago 
to determine your current 
year’s Medicare premium. 
For example, they will use 
your 2023 MAGI to deter-
mine your 2025 Medicare 
Part B premium (and your 
Part D premium if you have 
Part D). So, if your income 
reported to the IRS on your 
tax return in 2023 is cor-
rect, Social Security will 
use that amount to deter-
mine next year’s Medicare 

We need the circus clowns to come help our confused politicians
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The greatest tribute 
to the dead is not 

grief, but gratitude.

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for 
full restoration, encourage one another, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 
peace will be with you.  — 2 Corinthians 13:11

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Built by the Apopka High School Engi-
neering Class with funding by the Rota-
ry Club of Apopka, the New Year’s Ball 
will be dropped at the strike of midnight 
on December 31-January 1 at 2209 E. 
Semoran Blvd., Apopka. The celebration 
is from 8 p.m. to midnight, with live music, 
champagne toast and more.
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As we grow, we must manage growth

As shared in our last issue, the 
editorial reflects on the past, but 

expresses hope for the future.

From 1921 to the present time, 
The Apopka Chief continues

The following copy was 
taken from the front page of an 
Apopka, Orange County, Fla., 
March 7, 1921 issue of The 
Apopka Chief. The cost back 
then was $2.00 per Year. The 
top banner had a box on the 
right that included the follow-
ing copy: STAND FOR GOOD 
CITIZENSHIP THEN YOU 
STAND WITH THE CHIEF 
and the slogan under the picture 
of a head of an Indian Chief said 
“Where all the time is sum-
mer and the flowers nev-
er die.” In addition, there was 
a box of copy on the left side of 
the banner that can be partial-
ly read that includes the words 
...live community ... per that 
covers ... field and will ... 
win its way.

As we are about to begin a 
new year, we wanted to share 
what it was like back in 1921 for 
The Apopka Chief. The copy be-
low was included in a frame on 
the bottom right side of the front 
page with a full-page drawing 
of a Miss Apopka holding a pen-
cil drawing of the new building. 
The copy reads as follows:

“The beautiful Miss Apop-
ka, whose permanent dwelling 
place is in the heart of Summer-
land, where the flowers never 
die, presents for public inspec-
tion and favor today, the new 
wigwam of The Apopka Chief 
and home of the Apopka Print-
ing Company, Incorporated. 

You can tell from the expres-
sion on the young woman’s face 
that she is pleased and proud 
of this fine new acquisition to 
her resources. The picture she 
holds in her hand does not do 
the building justice, as it was 
made from a pencil drawing be-
fore the building was finished. 
The plant was built in record 
time, under the supervision of 

Lee F. Lovell, of Apopka, and is 
80 feet long and 35 feet wide. It 
has a handsome front of pressed 
brick and heavy plate glass. It is 
of tile, brick and concrete con-
struction. 

As it stands today, finished, 
with all equipment installed, it 
is the most complete printing es-
tablishment in Orange County 
and one of the very best in the 
State. It is a credit to Apopka 
and this is why the lady smiles. 

The equipment includes a 
Single Keyboard Model, 14 Li-
notype, with sufficient maga-
zines to carry seven faces of 
type. This is the finest machine 
ever turned out by the Mergen-
thaler Linotype Company and 
cost upwards of $5,000. It was 
delivered through the New Or-
leans agency. 

The balance of the equip-
ment came from the Atlan-
ta agency of American Type 
Founders Company and is of the 
very highest class. It includes 
an improved Campbell cylin-
der press for newspaper work; a 
Lee cylinder press for book and 
pamphlet work, a Chandler and 
Price jobber; an Eclipse folding 
machine, which cuts, folds and 
pastes 8, 10 and 12 page news-
papers, and a Wire Stitcher, Fal-
mouth Punching machine, Mill-
er Saw Trimmer, etc. 

Each machine is operated by 
direct drive from its own indi-
vidual electric motor. 

The job printing department 
carries more than 100 popular 
faces of new type, with the latest 
improved cabinets, cases and all 
necessary accessories. 

This edition of The Chief 
was issued from the new plant. 

Do you wonder why Miss 
Apopka smiles? Let’s all smile 
with her, and go forward to 
make Apopka a better town.”

See PREMIUMS Page 4A
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Trinity Elementary School held a combined induction 
ceremony to welcome new members into three 
Beta Club Schools, including Elementary Beta Club 
(pictured).

The Elementary, Jr. 
and Sr. Beta Clubs at Trin-
ity Christian School recent-
ly held a combined induc-
tion ceremony to welcome 
new members into the three 
clubs. 

The National Beta 
Club is the largest indepen-
dent, non-profit, education-
al organization in America. 
For more than 80 years, it 
has prepared today’s stu-
dents to be tomorrow’s 
leaders. 

The ceremony was 
called to order by Lau-
ren Johnson, Sr. Beta Club 
President. Elementary 
Beta Club officers, Tessa 
Schanne, Kaylin Muniz, 
and Troy Risner, led the 
pledges. Mrs. Beverly Lun-
neen, Sr. Beta Club Spon-

sor, introduced the officers 
and guests while Mrs. Cin-
dy Skeen, Elementary Beta 
Club sponsor, and Mrs. 
Edie Bentley, Jr. Beta Club 
sponsor, presented the an-
nual service reports for the 
respective clubs. Ms. Ni-
cole Mutters, school ad-
ministrator, presented ser-
vice awards to students and 
sponsors. 

The fourth and fifth 
grade inductees who took 
the Beta pledge and were 
presented their credentials 
by Elementary Beta Club 
president Eliana Claudio 
included: Zoe Ajani, Jo-
anna Bass, Alexa Bigelow, 
Alia Bigelow, Evangeline 
Busch, Arthur DeSouza, 

See BETA Page 12A
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Trinity Christian School 
inducts new members 
into beta clubs
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question why; ours is just 
to do or die!” Anyone that 
has served has heard that 
ditty more than once. On 
top of all the distractions 
and misinformation being 
promoted, we have terror-
ist activities that are taking 
lives and disrupting family 
celebrations over the birth 
of the “Prince of Peace.” 

The secular world is 
doing all it can to damp-
en our outlook for a new 
year and ruin our expecta-
tion of the triumph of the 
American Spirit. America 
is not our government, nor 
any political bias; Amer-
ica is every man, woman, 
schoolboy or girl that has a 
heart that beats a little fast-
er when “Old Glory” is pa-
raded by, and when stand-
ing and covering their heart 
when “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” is played. 

America is helping a 

fallen neighbor with a hand 
up, protecting those that 
cannot protect themselves, 
standing for righteousness, 
and ethical living as an ex-
ample to the young people 
in all communities. When 
called upon to stand be-
tween Americans and all 
the “isms” that would en-
slave our populace, to stand 
fast and not back down! 

Every day I give 
thanks to GOD for allow-
ing me to be born in this 
magnificent nation. Not 
only during this season, but 
throughout this year I’ve 
been privileged to see peo-
ple helping people. 

There is the story of 
an old man who had just 
lost his wife of 65 years 
and was sitting on his back 
porch, and on the porch 
with him was the neigh-
bor’s little girl. The mother 
was upset when the little 
girl came home, and she 
chided the little girl for dis-

turbing him in his grief. 
The little girl responded 
with, “but Momma, all I 
was doing was crying with 
him.” 

Sometimes we need 
to remember that someone 
just needs a shoulder to cry 
with, or when a reason for 
rejoicing appears, we need 
to rejoice with them. There 
was a Sunday School Class 
I was so encouraged by, in 
the Rock Springs Baptist 
Church. The name of the 
class was “JOY,” and it was 
an anagram for, Jesus first, 
Others second, and Your-
self last. When I think of 
being an American neigh-
bor, I think of that class of 
older ladies that practiced 
what they preached and 
exemplified what being a 
Christian and an American 
is all about! 

My hope and prayers 
for everyone is for health 
and a HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!!
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the 
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa-
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual 
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712 

For info: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Send, bring or email your signed letters of 
approximately 250 words to the Editor, 

Submit your letter online at 
www.theapopkachief.com

Orange County is expected 
to go.

Vision 2050 identi-
fies six distinct areas with-
in Orange County that are 
defined by their existing 
characteristics and devel-
opment potential. These 
areas or sectors serve the 
purpose of addressing new 

development, where the de-
velopment should be lim-
ited, and areas that should 
be protected or preserved. 
A guiding principle of Vi-
sion 20250 is to protect and 
strengthen existing neigh-
borhoods while creating 
healthy and sustainable 
new communities.

In Spring of 2025, we 
the commissioners are ex-

pected to be asked to vote 
on the new Vision 2050 
plan.

I am asking all of you 
to please look at what is 
proposed at: https://www.
ocfl.net/PlanningDevelop-
ment/ComprehensivePlan-
ning/Vision2050.aspx

Thank you and Happy 
2025!

Continued from page 2A

Continued from page 2A

premium.  
IRMAA uses a slid-

ing income scale to deter-
mine your Medicare premi-
um. If you filed your 2022 
taxes as “married/jointly” 
and your combined income 
for that year was $206,000 
or less, for 2024 you are 
paying the standard Medi-
care Part B premium of 
$174.50, and there is no ad-
ditional amount added to 
your Part D premium. But 
if your MAGI as a married 
couple was over $206,000 
your Medicare premiums 
will be more – e.g., MAGI 
up to $258,000 makes your 
Part B premium $244.60 
and results in a Part D 
supplement of $12.90 per 
month. And so on – as your 

MAGI further increases, 
so will your Medicare pre-
miums until you reach the 
maximum. MAGI over 
$750,000 means a Part B 
premium of $594/month 
and a Part D supplement of 
$81/month. Thus, Medi-
care premiums are “means-
tested” (those with higher 
income pay higher premi-
ums). 

A word about “MAGI” 
– MAGI starts with your 
Adjusted Gross Income on 
your tax return, to which is 
added any non-taxable in-
terest you may have had, 
and 50% of the Social Se-
curity benefits (if any) you 
received during the in-
come tax year. The total of 
those three amounts is your 
MAGI, from which your 
Medicare premium is de-

termined for the forthcom-
ing year. 

So, if your 2023 
combined income (your 
“MAGI”) as a couple was 
under $206,000 you will 
pay the standard 2025 
Medicare premium which, 
for Part B, will be $185/
month. If your 2023 MAGI 
as a married couple is more 
than $206,000, you will 
pay higher Medicare pre-
miums in 2025 due to IR-
MAA.  

Why not pay higher 
Medicare premiums when 
we are younger? 

Well, that’s because 
IRMAA only applies when 
you are enrolled in Medi-
care, and your premium re-
lates to your income while 
receiving Medicare ben-
efits.

Continued from page 2A

Premiums: Income determines cost
Dear Editor:

“Oh Boy! What a 
waste of time and money 
that sports is, especially for 
kids in school!” THAT is 
what I used to believe.

Let me explain: I am a 
person who can remember 
being curious about “why 
is everyone jumping up and 
down and being happy?” 
They were celebrating the 
fact that THE WAR (World 
War II) was finally over. 
For me, I was just learning 
that bubble gum was finally 
available!

I was raised when 
sports for girls was pretty 
much playing dodge ball 
at recess in third grade. 
Climbing trees and riding 
my bike - after I finally got 
one at nine years old - were 
the only sports I ever took 
part in.

After reading about 
the accomplishments of 
people like Bruce McMil-

lian and Sheronda Wright 
in last week’s Apopka Chief 
newspaper, I realize: THEY 
- and people like them - are 
the heroes of our develop-
ing generation of children.

Just think: Hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of chil-
dren’s lives have been 
steered in a much better di-
rection as a result of their 
interactions with coaches 
of the caliber of McMil-
lian and Wright. And these 
coaches actually CARE 
about the children they 
coach, possibly more so 
than any other person in the 
kids’ lives. Yep. THEY are 
the heroes in our culture.

I now realize that 
group sports teaches chil-
dren to work together; it 
teaches kids organization-
al skills: “Well, first I must 
catch it. Then, I must… not 
even think about it… just 
throw it to the right per-
son.” This takes them to the 

skill they have  developed 
because of their activities 
in sports that they were 
introduced to at an even 
younger age.

 All these things that 
are part of making deci-
sions in group sports are 
preparatory to the deci-
sions made later in life, 
such as, “Should I go to 
college?” “Should I marry 
this person?” “Should we 
have kids?” “Should I buy 
this car… or that house?” 
All this thinking that is de-
veloped during sports ac-
tivities can be a part of the 
stepping stones for a life of 
making decisions.

Kids in sports, I now 
realize, absolutely have a 
leg up on life when com-
paring their abilities to peo-
ple who are not exposed to 
sports at a young age.

Just my opinion.
Nancy Thomas

Apopka

Time and guidance is best

Moore: Vision 2050 offers guidance

Hayden: Our nation is a blessing

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com
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*Oak Ridge
*Oaks at Wekiwa
*Oakwood Estates
*Overlook at Parkside 
*Parkside at Errol
*Parkview Preserve
*Partnership Hills
*Piedmont Lakes
*Piedmont Park
*Pines of Wekiva
*Pitman Estates
*Plymouth Heights
*Plymouth Hills
*Pros Ranch
*Rock Springs Homesites
*Rolling Green
*Royal Oaks
*Rock Springs Ridge
*Savannah Oaks Lane
*Sheeler Hills
*Sheeler Oaks
*Silver Oaks 
*Silver Oaks
*South Apopka
*Spring Ridge
*Stonewood Reserve
*Stoneywood/Errol
*Surrey Park
*Tildens
*Valeview
*Victor Heights
*Vineyard
*Vista Reserve
*Votaw Village

*Wekiva Village
*Whispering Winds
*Woodfield Oaks

Continued from page 1A

Water: Maintenance 
will be for 6-8 weeks

The Apopka High 
School Engineering Class, 
with funding provided by 
The Rotary Club of Apop-
ka, will do the honorary 
drop at this year’s New 
Year’s Eve Ball Drop at the 

Party in the Plaza. 
The event will take 

place December 31, 8 p.m. 
to midnight, at Hurricane 
Grill and Wings Apopka, 
2209 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Apopka. Admission is free. 

Watch the ball drop 
on New Year’s Eve

Anna Samuel of Apopka was named among the stu-
dents who qualified for Belmont University’s fall 2024 
dean’s list, according to a Friday, December 20 press re-
lease from the university. 

In Belmont University’s recently released dean’s list 
for the fall 2024 semester, approximately 53 percent of the 
university’s 7,175 undergraduate students qualified for the 
achievement.

Dean’s list eligibility is based on a minimum course 
load of 12 hours and a quality grade point average of 3.5 
with no grade below a C.

Belmont University  is located two miles from down-
town Nashville, Tenn. 

Anna Samuel named 
to fall 2024 dean’s list

BUSINESS PROFILE
Your Guide to Local Businesses

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

Does anyone feel like 
I do, that the longer I live, 
the shorter the years get? 
Before we’ve had a chance 
to gather all the gift boxes, 
shiny wrapping paper and 
bows, and take them out 
to the curb … before we’ve 
had a chance to put our 
feet up to relax and adjust 
to the quiet our departed 
company has left behind 
… before we’re ready to 
even think about taking the 
decorations down and pack-
ing them away for the year, 
we’re rushed into the next 
holiday. We’re caught up in 
reviews of what’s happened 
throughout the year that 
was newsworthy, followed 
by Fireworks, the Times 
Square Ball Drop, and Auld 
Lang Syne. And, of course, 
there’s the inevitable, nev-
er-ending talk about New 
Year’s Resolutions.

Although there have 
certainly been times when 
some areas of my life could 
have benefi ted from resolve 
and resoluteness, I’ve never 
made New Year’s resolu-
tions. Maybe it’s because 
I’m as aware as the next 
person that the success rate 
for them is pretty dismal. I’ve 
known a few who have fol-
lowed through on their reso-
lutions for the fi rst couple of 
weeks in January. Maybe.

I’m not sure many peo-
ple actually intend for them 
to last very long anyway. It 
just seems to be a thing to 
do. A kind of wishful think-
ing. Or an ice-breaker … 
“Have you made any reso-
lutions for the new year?” 
“Yes, I did. I’m going to quit 
________ ; I’m going to start 
________, I’m going to stop 

________.” Uh huh. Then, 
in spite of all their good in-
tentions, life happens, and 
resolutions are forgotten. 
Then, before they know it, 
another year is ending, and 
looking back, they realize 
it looks very much like all 
the years before. Nothing 
much has changed. They’re 
still going to quit ______, 
stop________ and still 
mean to start ______. 

Actually, I wrote the 
above in December, three 
years ago. I was talking 
about taking a pro-active 
approach to the coming new 
year. Little did I know that in 
two more years, I would fi nd 
myself needing to take my 
own “advice”, that I would 
be a widow … that I would 
fi nd myself frozen in time … 
unable to envision my own 
future … a future in which 
I would be, suddenly, half 
of the whole that had been 
“me” for my entire adult life. 
My suggestion was to not 
say, “Here comes the new 
year”, but, instead, to say,” 
New Year here I come!” Be-
cause the fi rst is so passive. 
It’s wondering what’s going 
to happen, over which you 
have no control ... wonder-
ing whether it will be a good 
year or a bad year. Read-
ing my own words now, I’m 
tempted to take those words 
back, and say, “Duh!”; Apol-
ogize for my arrogance, 
born out of ignorance. At 
the same time, I can’t help 
thinking it’s probably not 
bad thinking, and something 
from which I could prob-
ably benefit. Songs and 
music have always been a 
large part in my life, and this 
brings an old country song 
to mind, I’ve Got A Tiger By 
The Tail . Do I? Maybe not 
at this moment, but isn’t that, 
resolutions or not, what a 
new year is about

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

December 27, 
2024Looking Ahead

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

See Why People Love Us

400 N. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-2777

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

www.theapopkachief.com

The Apopka Chief
The Voice of the Community since 1923

3D SHOWINGS

Fri., Dec. 27, 2024 thru 
Sun., Dec. 29, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

SONIC THE HEDGEHOG 
3 (PG) 9:40A; 
10:40A;12:50; 1:40; 4:00; 
4:40; 7:10; 7:40; 10:00; 
10:40 
MUFASA: THE LION 
KING (PG) 10:30A; 12:40; 
1:30 3:50; 4:30; 7:00; 
7:30; 9:50
NOSFERATU(R) 10:00A; 
1:10; 4:10; 7:20; 10:20 
MOANA 2 (PG) 10:10A; 
1:00; 3:40; 6:30; 10:30
WICKED(PG) 11:30A; 
3:10; 6:40; 9:40
A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN(R) 11:40A; 
3:20; 6:50; 10:10
KRAVEN THE HUNTER 
(R) 10:30A

MUFASA: THE LION KING 
(PG) 9:50A

It’s no secret, new 
construction subdivi-
sions are popping up 
everywhere throughout 
the Apopka market. Cur-
rently, there are an equal 
number of new construc-
tion homes (single-fami-
ly and townhomes) as 
there are resale home 
listings on the market; 
this is creating unique 
opportunities for home 
buyers. 

The Apopka and 
Central Florida real es-
tate market has con-
tinued to soften, and 
monthly sales levels 
have dropped again by 
8.6 percent as of the end 
of July. Inventory is con-
tinuing to rise, signaling 
more competition that’s 
requiring builders and 
resale sellers to get cre-
ative with pricing and in-
centives if they want to 
get their homes sold. In 
addition, interest rates 
are still at high levels, 
and there’s always un-
certainty regarding our 
future economy. 

All of these factors 
have created tremen-
dous opportunities for 
any buyer comfortable 
enough to make the 
commitment to buy now, 
instead of waiting for the 
market to improve. “I’m 
seeing extreme build-
er incentives, below-
market loan interest 
rates, and $10,000.00-
plus closing cost con-
tributions… more than 
I’ve seen in years”, stat-
ed Joe Bornstein, Rock 
Springs Realty Broker/
Owner. 

In addition, Born-
stein noted that many 
people are not aware 
of the dramatic change 

that has just taken place 
in the real estate indus-
try where buyers are 
now obligated to pay 
their own Realtor® fees. 
All of these factors offer 
a compelling reason to 
explore the NEW con-
struction option and be 
represented by an ex-
perienced Realtor® to 
guide you through the 
home-buying process. 

When you walk into 
a builder’s model home 
and are greeted by the 
salesperson, it’s impor-
tant to remember: they 
work “FOR” the builder 
and have the builder’s 
best interest in mind… 
NOT YOURS! That 
salesperson is not go-
ing to fight to get you the 
lowest possible price, 
best terms, incentives 
and discounts available. 
The salesperson work-
ing for the builder makes 
an extra commission if 
you don’t utilize a Real-
tor®. The odds are tru-
ly stacked against you 
in this situation”, stated 
Bornstein. 

Bornstein also cau-
tions any buyer consid-
ering new construction 
to “never” go into a mod-
el home or community 

for the first time without 
your Realtor® present. 

In most cases, the 
builder will register 
you directly and then 
“deny” to pay the Real-
tor®. commission if you 
should purchase a home 
in that community. This 
common builder prac-
tice can add thousands 
of dollars of extra cost to 
your purchase, while pe-
nalizing you for having 
independent represen-
tation intended to protect 
your best interest when 
negotiating in the home-
buying process. 

The great news is 
that when you work with 
Rock Springs Real-
ty, they bring years of 
experience as a Buy-
er’s Agent in new con-
struction. So, never buy 
“WITHOUT” representa-
tion. 

Thus, if you’re look-
ing to sell or buy any-
where in the Central 
Florida area, you need 
the knowledge and ex-
perience of the sea-
soned team at Rock 
Springs Realty to guide 
you through all the com-
plexities of the real es-
tate market. 

Voted one of the 

top real estate offices in 
Apopka for nine years in 
a row simply validates 
why they’re the profes-
sionals you can count on 
for making your dreams 
a reality. 

Rock Springs Real-
ty services include new 
home construction, lake-
front homes, golf and re-
sort communities resi-
dential selling agent, 
buying agent, luxury 
and vacation homes, in-
vestment properties, 
second home purchas-
es, condos, villas, and 
townhomes. Also, bank-
owned foreclosures, re-
locations, vacant land 
and lots, down payment 
assistance programs 
and consulting, along 
with a full range of com-
mercial real estate ser-
vices.   

Always delivering re-
sults, you can visit them 
at www.RockSprings-
Realty.com or call  toll 
free (877) 333-2811 to 
find out how they can 
assist you with your spe-
cific real estate needs 
in this rapidly changing 
market. “It’s all about re-
sults”, stated Bornstein.

Advertisement

NEW Home Construction is exploding in Apopka. But 
is it a better value for you than buying a resale home?

Do you need a Realtor® when buying a brand-new home from a builder? 
“ABSOLUTELY” Visit www.RockSpringsRealty.com or call toll free at 877-333-2811 
today to learn how they can help with your real estate needs. Pictured above is Rock 
Springs Realty Broker/Owner Joe Bornstein, Realtors Dawna Hosier, Joanne Montchal, 
and Christine Nejame-Evans.
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To our friends and customers

who bring so much pleasure 
to every day, we wish you a 

meaningful season. May you fi nd 
peace, prosperity and plenty of 

reasons to celebrate throughout 
the new year!

Many thanks for supporting our 
business, and for making this 

community a wonderful place to be!

freedomtireandautomotive.com
1440 E. Semoran Blvd., 

Apopka, FL 32703 
407-886-0031

Thank you for Your Support 
Please Come Join Us in 2025

122 E. 5th St., Apopka • 407-703-1707
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flahs

We Wish Everyone 
a Happy Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year! 
May there be Peace for 

all people in 2025
GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club
www.ApopkaWomansClub.org

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 2025!

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2025!

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 2025!

Happy New Year 2025!

Happy New Year 2025!

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 2025!

Ha� y New Year 2025!

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 2025!

Words can’t say how much 
we appreciate friends and 
customers like all of you.

Thanks for your loyal 
support and friendship.

APOPKA
OFFICE SUPPLY
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

Phone: 407-889-4455
Fax: 407-889-4121

 Much like mon-
ey, time does not grow 
on trees. That reality is 
all too familiar to busy 
adults juggling multiple 
responsibilities at work, 
at home and other plac-
es where they spend their 
time.

 A time crunch can 
make it hard to commit 
to a New Year’s reso-
lution. But resolutions, 
which are often focused 
on self-improvement, 
can be worthwhile en-
deavors. So what are 
busy adults to do? Per-
haps the best approach 
is to choose resolutions 
that don’t necessarily re-
quire much time.

•	Read	more: 
Adults across the 

globe lament a lack of 
time to curl up with a 
good book. But some 
brief reading before 
bed each night can help 
adults achieve this goal 
and can even improve 
their quality of sleep. In 
fact, a 2021 study pub-

lished in the peer-re-
viewed medical journal 
Trials found that read-
ing in bed before going 
to sleep improved sleep 
quality compared to not 
reading a book in bed.

•	Exercise	more: 
A commitment to 

getting fit and being 
more physically active 
is a popular New Year’s 
resolution. Though 
choosing such a path 
may seem like it requires 
a significant time com-
mitment, the Physical 
Activity Guidelines es-
tablished by the U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services recom-
mend that adults perform 
at least 150 to 300 min-
utes of moderate-intensi-
ty aerobic activity or 75 
to 150 minutes of vigor-
ous-intensity aerobic ac-
tivity each week. That 
might seem like a lot, but 
it can be combined with 
other leisure activities 
you already engage in. 
For example, a sports fan 

can watch the big game 
while on a treadmill or 
elliptical, while read-
ers can swap the couch 
with an exercise bike as 
their go-to reading spot. 
Doing so for as little as 
a half hour per day can 
help you get the recom-
mended amount of daily 
exercise without taking 
up a large chunk of your 
time.

•	Journaling:	
Journaling is an-

other worthy resolution 
that won’t take up much 
time. Individuals can 
take 15 minutes out of 
their day to write down 
their thoughts and feel-
ings and reflect on the 
day’s comings and go-
ings. That simple activi-
ty can produce profound 
results, as the Universi-
ty of Rochester Medical 
Center notes that journ-
aling helps people priori-
tize their problems, fears 
and concerns; reduce 
stress; cope with depres-
sion; and identify nega-

tive thoughts and behav-
iors.

•	Become	 more	 or-
ganized: 

This resolution 
won’t take up much of 
your time. In fact, be-
coming more organized 
should free up time. A 
lack of organization can 
make it harder to meet 
work deadlines, keep a 
house clean, tackle ev-
eryday tasks, and keep 
a clear mind. By tak-
ing steps to be more or-
ganized, whether that’s 
through using a daily or-
ganizer, avoiding pro-
crastinating in regard to 
cleaning up around the 
house or other means, in-
dividuals will gradually 
discover they have more 
free time to use as they 
see fit.

New Year’s resolu-
tions need not take much 
time. Busy individuals 
can keep that in mind as 
they look for ways to im-
prove their lives in the 
year ahead. 

Rewarding	resolutions	that	won’t	
require	a	major	commitment	of	time

Have a safe & wonderful 
New Year!
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Wishing 
you a  
Merry 
Christmas.
May the joy of the season 
bring you love and peace.  
Merry Christmas to a 
wonderful community!

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708158

Here to help life go right.®

Shren Yeager, Agent
49A East 3rd Street
Apopka, FL  32703
Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com
Hablamos Español
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Very best wishes to everyone we know 
for a beautiful holiday season 
and a wonderful new year!

Whatever the occasion, we can’t think of 
anywhere we’d rather be celebrating than 
right here with all of you! We are so grateful 
for the trust and generosity you’ve shown 
us throughout 2024. We look forward to 
the new year and beyond.

Mayor Bryan Nelson,
wife Debbie
and family

       Happy                       
    New Year 
  & Many 
  � anks,

The magic in new 
beginnings is the most 
powerful of them all. 

407-886-0568
670 Mason Ave. Apopka, FL 32703

BJ’s 
Towing 
Services

With best wishes 
& gratitude from 
all of us at

Don’t drink and drive!

2x5

6800 Center St #1010, Forest City, FL 32703   407•295•4944

May this new year bring you
many happy moments, safe and joyful 
reunions, and enough cheer to last 

throughout the new year!
We are so very grateful to good folks like you, 

who make each day special.

With Kind Thoughts
this New Year

EVANS ROOFING

New Year’s Eve fes-
tivities peak when the of-
ficial countdown of the 
clock begins. After the 
ball drops and midnight 
has arrived, revelers 

cheer to the new year 
and exchange kisses 
and well wishes.

Once such wishes 
have been exchanged, 
many people begin to 

sing “Auld Lang Syne.” 
But few know what “Auld 
Lang Syne” means or 
why it is sung on New 
Year’s Eve. Confusion 
regarding this song is 
almost as notable as 
the tradition of singing 
it. Many people mum-
ble through the lyrics be-
cause they never both-
ered to learn them.

“Auld Lang Syne” 
is a Scottish compo-
sition that is well over 
200 years old. Written 
by Robert Burns in the 
1700s, the author nev-
er intended for the song 
to become a staple of 
the holiday season. It 
was originally a poem 
that was later put to the 

tune of a traditional folk 
song. The title translates 
roughly in English as “old 
long since,” or “long, long 
ago.” The song pays 
homage to times gone 
by and past experiences.

The song has been 
performed at group jam-
borees, funerals and oth-
er special occasions all 
over the world, but it is 
best known for its affilia-
tion with New Year’s fes-
tivities. The man behind 
that affiliation may be 
Canadian musician Guy 
Lombardo, whose band 
used “Auld Lang Syne” 
as a bridge between two 
radio programs during a 
live New Year’s Eve per-
formance in 1929. Coin-

cidentally, the song was 
played directly after the 
clock struck midnight, 
laying the groundwork 
for a New Year’s Eve tra-
dition. Now “Auld Lang 
Syne” has forever been 
tied to well-intentioned 
resolutions and sappy 
slaps on the back. De-
spite selling millions of 
records, Lombardo be-
came more famous for 
his New Year’s Eve song 
than anything else.

Confusion over “Auld 
Lang Syne” remains to 
this day. It has been the 
butt of jokes in popular 
culture, even earning a 
nod in the movie “When 
Harry Met Sally.” Harry 
laments to Sally that he 

never quite understood 
what the song meant 
and ponders whether it 
is about forgetting about 
friends or remembering 
them. Sally sums it up by 
saying the song is simply 
about old friends.

That is the interpre-
tation many New Year’s 
Eve celebrants embrace 
as they toast to the new 
year and sing their hearts 
out. For those who never 
bothered to learn or have 
forgotten the words to 
this staple of New Year’s 
celebrations, below is 
the popularized English 
translation sung most of-
ten.

‘Auld Lang Syne’ is a New Year’s tradition

“Auld Lang Syne”
Should old acquaintances be forgotten, and never brought to mind?
Should old acquaintances be forgotten, and days of old lang syne.

Chorus:
For auld lang syne, my dear

For auld lang syne,
We will take a cup of kindness yet

For auld lang syne.
We two have run about the hillsides and pulled the daisies fine,

But we have wandered many a weary foot for times gone by.
We two have paddled (waded) in the stream from noon until dinner time,

But seas between us broad have roared since auld lang syne.
And there is a hand, my trusty friend,

And give us a hand of yours,
And we will take a goodwill drink

For auld lang syne.
And surely you will pay for your pint, and surely I will pay for mine!

And we will take a cup of kindness yet for auld lang syne.

New adventures are 
just around the corner. 

Happy New Year!
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shooting herself.
For the current school 

year, OCPS offered all mu-
nicipalities a 20-percent in-
crease from last year’s re-
imbursement rate and pro-
posed a $75,000 rate for the 
2026-27 year — a 25-per-
cent increase from the 
2023-24 year, according to 
an email OCPS sent out to 
district families on Tues-
day, December 17. The dis-
trict-proposed SRO reim-
bursement increase far ex-
ceeded the 11-percent sal-
ary increase given to OCPS 
teachers and support staff 
over the last two years.

Four of the nine law 
enforcement partners have 
agreed to a three-year con-
tract, but the five listed mu-
nicipalities have not agreed 
to a contract beyond the 
current school year, accord-
ing to the OCPS email.

“This year, OCPS is 
spending nearly $17 mil-
lion more than it received 
from the State of Florida 
for the safety and security 

program. District leader-
ship does not anticipate any 
significant increase in the 
allocation from the State of 
Florida to cover the addi-
tional $2 million needed to 
meet the funding demands 
of the five cities. Financial 
limitations have forced the 
district to look at other op-
tions. OCPS will continue 
to seek a multi-year agree-
ment with the five cities and 
their local law enforcement 
agencies to avoid imple-
menting the School Guard-
ian Program in place of 
SROs in the 30 schools im-
pacted,” the email states.

The SRO negotiation 
could impact the follow-
ing Apopka schools: Apop-
ka High, Apopka Memo-
rial and Wolf Lake middle 
schools, Kelly Park School, 
Dream Lake, Apopka, 
Lakeville, Rock Springs, 
and Wolf Lake elementary 
schools.

December 18 City Coun-
cil meeting

The SRO negotiation 
was addressed at the De-
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Continued from page 1A

SROs: Issue brought up at Council meeting
cember 18 Apopka City 
Council meeting, where 
Chief Michael McKinley 
explained the position that 
the five cities have taken on 
the SRO negotiation.

“This communication 
was not only disappointing, 
but disingenuous,” McKin-
ley said. “Exploiting the 
loss of innocent lives to ad-
vance their agenda and gar-
ner community support is 
both unacceptable and in-

appropriate. At no time has 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment suggested or attempt-
ed to remove SROs from 
our schools. The idea of re-
placing SROs with Guard-
ians is entirely an Orange 
County Public School ini-
tiative. The Apopka Po-
lice Department has main-
tained an unwavering com-
mitment to the safety of our 
students and schools.”
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The Apopka Chief 

& The Planter
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

P
R

O
O

F 
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L

Im
po

rt
an

t 
to

 C
he

ck
 t

he
 F

ol
lo

w
in

g
N

am
e

A
dd

re
ss

Te
le

ph
on

e 
#

C
op

y/
P

ic
tu

re
/L

og
os

E
xp

ir
at

io
n 

D
at

e

P
le

as
e 

Si
gn

 B
el

ow

D
at

e
A

pp
ro

va
l/

R
el

ea
se

 t
o 

P
ri

nt
 -

 S
ub

je
ct

 t
o 

co
rr

ec
ti

on
s 

as
 n

ot
ed

 b
el

ow
.

M
E

SS
A

G
E

 T
O

 A
D

V
E

R
T

IS
E

R
:

T
hi

s 
pr

oo
f 

is
 f

or
 y

ou
r 

pr
ot

ec
ti

on
. I

f 
it

 m
ee

ts
 y

ou
r 

ap
pr

ov
al

, p
le

as
e 

si
gn

 a
nd

 f
ax

 b
ac

k 
to

 4
07

-8
89

-4
12

1.
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 f
ol

lo
w

ed
 a

s 
cl

os
el

y 
as

 p
os

si
bl

e.

T
he

 A
po

pk
a 

C
hi

ef
 •

 4
07

-8
86

-2
77

7 
• 

Fa
x:

 4
07

-8
89

-4
12

1

Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening
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Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 1]/31/25.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 1/31/25.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

Grow Your Business With Local Advertising

Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your business’s success. 
With reliable distribution to households in our area, The Apopka Chief and The 
Planter are an advertising vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation to 
work for your business with a strategic advertising plan that will help build your 
brand and bring more customers to your door.

To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

The Apopka Chief
& The Planter

Your Trusted Local News Source
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

ads@theapopkachief.com |www.theapopkachief.com

Need to send or 
receive a FAX? AOSApopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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*Beardsley Drive 
(from South Binion Road 
to Scrub Jay Road)

*Sanderline Point 
Loop (from Beardsley Dr 
to Maudehelen Street)

*Maudehelen Street 
(from Sanderline Point 
Loop to Blackbird Drive)

*Scrub Jay Road (from 
Maudehelen Street to end)

*Willet Avenue (from 
Maudehelen Street to end)

*Chickadee Drive 
(from Willet Avenue to 
Maudehelen Street)

*Clapper Trail (from 
Willet Avenue to Maude-
helen Street)

*Scrub Jay Road (from 
Willet Avenue to Maude-
helen Street)

*Blackbird Drive 
(from Willet Avenue to 
end)

*White Bird Way 
(from Willet Avenue to 
Blackbird Drive)

Pines of Wekiva Subdivi-
sion (two weeks to complete 
from December 2, 2024 to 
December 11, 2024)

*Wekiva Pines Boule-
vard (from Osprey Way to 
Rock Springs Road)

*Pine Forest Place 
(from Wekiva Pines Boule-
vard to end)

*Pineview Place (from 

Pineforest Place to end)
*Wyndham Pine Drive 

(from Wekiva Pines Boule-
vard to Foxforrest Circle)

*Foxforrest Circle 
(from Wyndham Pine Drive 
to Wyndham Pine Drive)

*Osprey Way (from 
Wekiva Pines Boulevard to 
Loop)

Cape/Micro Seal
Spring Ridge Subdivision 
(one week to complete from 
December 9, 2024 to De-
cember 13, 2024)

*Spring Ridge Boule-
vard (from Mount Rainier 
Court to West Lester Road)

*Mount McKinley 
Court (from Spring Ridge 

Boulevard to end)
*Mount Ranier Court 

(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

*Mount Logan Drive 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end of old)

*Mount Baker Courtt 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end of old)

*Carpathian Drive 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

*Stanvoy Street (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
Carpathian Drive)

*Kilamanjaro Court 
(from Stanvoy Street to 
end)

Continued from page 1A

Roads: Pines of Wekiva roads are affected 

As found on the city of Apopka website, this map depicts all the roads within Pines of Wekiva that are due to 
undergo resurfacing in this year’s rresurfacing program. 

See ROADS Page 12A
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Bundle home & auto

What if help was
around the corner?

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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In Print. Online. On the Go.
Your Local News. Your Way!

Call or Subscribe Online!
Get Your E-edition

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
Phone: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com

www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device

Complete Local News Coverage
Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
Lifestyle & Local Events
Business & Economic News
Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffi c 
Church News
Classifi eds
and so much more

Staying connected is 
easier than ever… 
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Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
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Staying connected is 
easier than ever… 

Year End
Sales Event

Lease
$305/mo

36 months

Lease
$275/mo
36 months

2024 Bronco Big Bend 2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend

For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Big Bend (221A) with a $43,760 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease offer requires a down 
payment of $4,376 and first monthly payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are additional. Requires approval and 
financing through Ford Motor Company Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for 
qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 1/2/2025. For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend (200A) with a $31,390 
MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease offer requires a down payment of $3,139 and first monthly payment due at signing. 
Tax, Tag, and Title are additional. Requires approval and financing through Ford Motor Company Credit. Not all buyers will 

qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 1/2/2025.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning
Attic Insulation
HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation
Equipment and Duct Repair4

4
4

4

4

4
4

4

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
657-281-7668 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
657-281-7668 • www.wsbcapopka.org

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

What is the shortest 
verse in the Bible?

(See message above.)

When I was a child I 
remember getting the 
Sears “Wish Book” in the 
mail every year sometime 
in September. This was a 
hefty full-color Christmas 
catalog filled with toys, but 
also with clothing and all 
sorts of products to get 
everyone excited about 
Christmas. We may 
complain about Christmas 
decorations going up 
before Thanksgiving (or 
Halloween), but the Sears 
“Wish Book” literally came 
out in late Summer or 
early Fall, so selling 
Christmas earlier every 
year is nothing new. And 
as children we seemed to 
pine for those gifts for 
months. As adults we are 
more interested in 
spending time with loved 
ones and having some 

time off from work. But 
most of us still approach 
the holiday season with 
childlike expectation, 
which is often followed by 
something approaching 
“letdown” the day after 
Christmas, or at least after 
the holidays are over and 
we’re back at work or 
school. But if we really 
th ink about  what 
Christmas celebrates, the 
days after Christmas 
should be the ones where 
we celebrate the joy of 
what Christmas really 
means. That is, the days 
after the original Christmas 
(the birth of Jesus) were 
days of nurturing our 
Saviour, days to enjoy the 
presence of God’s gift to 
us, which is Emmanuel, or 
God with us.

–Christopher Simon

12/06/24

The Day After 
Christmas

“All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said 
through the prophet:
“The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”).”
Matthew 1:22-23 NIV

The Day After Christmas

(See message above.)

When I was a child I 
remember getting the 
Sears “Wish Book” in the 
mail every year sometime 
in September. This was a 
hefty full-color Christmas 
catalog filled with toys, but 
also with clothing and all 
sorts of products to get 
everyone excited about 
Christmas. We may 
complain about Christmas 
decorations going up 
before Thanksgiving (or 
Halloween), but the Sears 
“Wish Book” literally came 
out in late Summer or 
early Fall, so selling 
Christmas earlier every 
year is nothing new. And 
as children we seemed to 
pine for those gifts for 
months. As adults we are 
more interested in 
spending time with loved 
ones and having some 

time off from work. But 
most of us still approach 
the holiday season with 
childlike expectation, 
which is often followed by 
something approaching 
“letdown” the day after 
Christmas, or at least after 
the holidays are over and 
we’re back at work or 
school. But if we really 
th ink about  what 
Christmas celebrates, the 
days after Christmas 
should be the ones where 
we celebrate the joy of 
what Christmas really 
means. That is, the days 
after the original Christmas 
(the birth of Jesus) were 
days of nurturing our 
Saviour, days to enjoy the 
presence of God’s gift to 
us, which is Emmanuel, or 
God with us.

–Christopher Simon

12/06/24

The Day After 
Christmas

“All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had said 
through the prophet:
“The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”).”
Matthew 1:22-23 NIV

The Day After Christmas

Rosa Lee Ondich, 99, a 
resident of Zellwood, passed 
away Monday, December 23, 
2024.

Rosa was born January 
18, 1925, in Pee Dee, North 
Carolina to parents Curry and 
Martha Wilson. Her sister was 
Betty Wilson/Bowles. Rosa 
Lee graduated from Lees-
burg High School, and then 
Florida Southern College with 
a BS in Business and Home 
Economics.

In 1950 she married 
Jack Hale, and had a son 
James Philip and a daughter 
Donna Louise. In 1958, Rosa 

Lee re-married and in 

1960 with Michael Ondich Jr 
had a daughter Janet Lee. 

She is survived by Philip 
Hale, son, Willcox Arizona, 
Janet Ondich, daughter, 
Orlando FL, Kevin Korb, 
grandson, Orlando FL, Megan 
Ford, granddaughter, Daytona 
Beach FL, and predeceased 
by Donna Korb, daughter, in 
2021.

Rosa Lee Ondich

ROSA LEE ONDICH, 99, of Zellwood, passed away Monday, De-
cember 23, 2024. Rosa was born on January 18, 1925, in Pee Dee, 
North Carolina to parents Curry and Martha Wilson. Rosa is prede-
ceased by: daughter, Donna Korb. She is survived by: son, Philip Hale; 
daughter, Janet Ondich; two grandchildren.

...
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

Obituaries

Honor Your 
Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our  
designed Obituaries and Memorials or visit  

www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121,  
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief &  
The Planter at



Roads: Updates will be on city website

*Koryak Court (from 
Stanvoy Street to end)

*Grand Sayan Loop 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to Spring Ridge Bou-
levard)

*Khingan Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

*Grand Hughey Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

*Kamchatka Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end of old)

*Adirondack Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

*Olympic Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

*Himalayan Court 
(from Spring Ridge Boule-
vard to end)

*Ozark Court (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 
end)

*Spring Ridge Boule-
vard (from W Lester Road 
to Olympic Court)

*Pelinion Street (from 
Spring Ridge Boulevard to 

Cerberus Drive)
*Caraquet Drive (from 

Pelinion Street to Cerberus 

Drive)
*Cerberus Drive (from 

Spring Ridge Boulevard to 

Cerberus Drive)
For updates, visit the 

News Flash on apopka.gov.

Continued from page 10A

As found on the city of Apopka website, this map depicts all the roads within 
Spring Ridge that are due to undergo resurfacing in this year’s roadway resurfacing 
program.

The Apopka Chief, December 27, 2024, Page 12A

Nathalia Hutchinson, Mila 
Johnson, Mason Leicher-
ing, Isaac Richards, Isaac 
Rojas, Jace Tahner, and 
Jordyn Washington. Milana 
Datilma, Jr. Beta Club pres-

ident presented the mem-
bership card and pin to the 
following middle school 
students:  Gisele Bennett, 
Audriana Camargo, Kris 
Donawa, Jayden Dunn, 
Amariah Gibson, Chris-
tian Lechuga, Luna Valen-

tina Matias, Eleazar Portal-
atin, Ethan Runyon, Sky-
ler Smothers, Alice Under-
wood, and Miranda Zhu. 
High school students Jax-
on Marshall and Sebastian 
Saldarriaga were inducted 
into the Sr. Beta Club. 

Adilynn Roberts, Jr. 
Beta Club chaplain, gave 
the benediction to close the 
ceremony. Inductees and 
their guests were invited to 
a cake reception following 
the program. 

Continued from page 3A

Beta: Reception followed inductee program 
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The 
Crossword 
Puzzle is 
found

on page
2B of this 
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Solutions can be found on page 12A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

NEW YEAR’S PARTY, Get Your tickets NOW!
Limited availability. Enjoy Live Music, Buffet all Night,

1st 2 drinks & Champagne toast are Free.

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Every Monday: Trivia, prizes for best team 7pm
Tuesday: Christmas Eve – close at 8pm
Wednesday: Closed Christmas Day
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT! With Ali Bei 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT! NUTCRACKERS 
Blues Band 7pm
Sunday: Sunday Afternoon Sports.  Come & Enjoy! 

Every Monday: Trivia, prizes for best team 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT! With Ali Bei 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT! NUTCRACKERS
                 Blues Band 7pm
Sunday: Sunday Afternoon Sports.  Come & Enjoy! 

OPEN Christmas Eve until 8pm, CLOSED Christmas Day OPEN Christmas Eve until 8pm, CLOSED Christmas Day

NEW YEAR’S PARTY, Get Your tickets NOW!
Limited availability. Enjoy Live Music, Buffet all Night,

1st 2 drinks & Champagne toast are Free.

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 1/31/25
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

COME 
SEE US 
AT OUR

NEW 
LOCATION!

Everybody has 
an opinion.

Why not  
share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712 

For info: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Send, bring or email your signed letters of 
approximately 250 words to the Editor, 

Submit your letter online at
www.theapopkachief.com

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com
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