
Loss
Last week in Apop-

ka’s loss to Evans, the Blue 
Darters were simply not 
enough to stop the high-
flying blitzkrieg offense of 
the Evans Trojans. Evans 
is one of the best programs 
in the nation at rank 90 and 
ranked number five in the 
state according to Max-
Preps on Wednesday, De-
cember 11.

“They are a champion-
ship-level basketball team, 
and they play incredibly 
well together. Nothing they 
do is individual and every-
thing they do, they do as a 
collective. It’s a pleasure 
to watch them play but not 
as fun to compete against. I 
take full responsibility for 
this loss. It is absolutely my 
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The Apopka boy’s basketball team stand together with arms interlocked before their game against Lake 
Brantley on Friday, November 22.

APK boys basketball passes quarter point of the season at 4-3
By Marshall Tempest
Apopka Chief Staff

Last week the Apopka 
Blue Darter boy’s basket-
ball team went 1-2 beat-
ing West Orange 56-42 and 
falling to Evans (58-40) 
and Lake Mary (47-44). 
The boys were 4-3 on the 
season and ranked 161 in 
Florida before their match-
up with Dr. Phillips, Mount 
Dora, and Discovery this 
week. Apopka still sits atop 
Class 7A District 3 with 
Lake Brantley just a step 
behind as of Wednesday, 
December 11. 

We are about a quar-
ter of the way through the 
basketball season and the 
team now has a gaunt-
let of matches before the 
end of the year. Includ-
ing their games this week 
against Dr. Phillips and 
Mount Dora, the Blue Dart-
ers have eight planned 
matchups before the end of 
December. In two weeks 
Apopka will have played 
15 of their 27 games of the 
regular season. When Janu-
ary comes around this team 
will begin shaping into the 
team they hope to be come 
playoff time. 
Evans vs. Apopka (58-40) 

fault that we are not doing 
a lot of the things that at-
tribute to winning and that 
hurt us tonight,” said head 
coach of the Blue Dart-
ers Scott Williams after the 
game. 

Evans is 4-1 with their 
only loss to Oak Ridge 85-
80. The Trojans are also 
averaging 75.2 points in 
five games and allowing an 
average of 64.6 points. 

The Trojans were 
seemingly unstoppable on 
offense, especially on the 
fastbreak. Evans had 20 
points come from transi-
tion. But even worse than 
their pure offensive ability 
it was their stout defense 
that turned Apopka’s mis-
takes into scoring oppor-

tunities. The Trojans were 
able to secure 21 points 
from Apopka’s 21 turn-
overs, 14 of those turn-
overs were steals from Ev-
ans.

These steals and mas-
sive amount of turnovers 
from Apopka allowed Ev-
ans to shoot 73 shots from 
the field compared to 
Apopka who was only able 
to take 48 shots. 

To get a better look at 
the Evans’ offense, they 
outscored the Blue Darters 
in three of the four quar-
ters, but it was the first 
quarter that set them up for 
success. In the first quarter, 
Evans outscored Apopka 
21-7 effectively setting up 
their lead. Now for the rest 

of the game, Evans just 
leaned on their athleticism 
to stay ahead.

The next three quar-
ters were not nearly as 
bad for Apopka as they 
kept it close. Evans out-
scored Apopka 10-9 in the 
second quarter and 16-13 
in the third. In the fourth 
quarter, Apopka was able 
to break even with Ev-
ans at 11 points, but even 
with marked improve-
ment on defense through-
out the game from Apopka, 
the lead created in the first 
quarter was too much to 
get over. 
Lake Mary vs. Apopka 
(47-44) Loss

Apopka’s loss to Lake 
Mary last week on Satur-

day, December 7, was un-
like the loss to Evans in the 
fact that Apopka outplayed 
Lake Mary and should’ve 
won. The game was back 
and forth with each team 
taking a quarter here and 
there. 

“We are continuing 
to put ourselves into some 
difficult spots by not be-
ing better at doing the little 
things. It was a ball game 
in which we were in con-
trol in the first half up sev-
en. Then we allowed the 
ball game to come back 
to them. We are just mak-
ing too many mistakes to 
win games against good 
clubs, which Lake Mary 

WHS girls basketball finds new game plan due to injuries
By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief 
         
 Like most teams, the 
Wekiva Mustangs spent the 
offseason integrating new 
players into the program 
and acclimating to playing 
together.
 Then in the blink of an 
eye the best laid plans for 
the 2024-25 season were ir-
relevant as Jasmine Pool-
er suffered a season-end-
ing torn ACL on Saturday, 
November 30. Of the pro-
duction returning, Pooler 
represented about 40 per-
cent and by far the most on 

the team. Ja’Niyah Poole 
also suffered a concussion 
during the contest against 
the DME Lakers and has 
missed several contests.                  
 “Makeup of the team is 
different now,” Middleton 
said. “Albeit different and 
the time needed could be 
long term during the regu-
lar season, growth remains 
reachable. Now a differ-
ent makeup, realizing the 
strengths possessed, how 
to win using the strengths 
is being acclimated to and 
always a work in progress. 
Playing without two of the 
players counted on to con-

tribute in all areas make for 
a rough patch. We not only 
have to learn how to win all 
over. We have to get past 
the unexpected and sud-
den dynamic first and just 
as much as adjusting and 
learning. The injury was 
also a kick to the gut af-
ter playing the best quarter 
and quality of play during 
the previous handful had 
steadily improved.     
 “Teams suffering in-
juries unfortunately don’t 
get spotted points or any 

Head coach of the Wekiva Mustangs, Jerry Middleton, talks with his team during a 
timeout in their 57-40 loss to Bishop Moore on Wednesday, December 11.

APK girls basketball faces 
Minneola and Horizon 

APK Pop Warner shows out at 
Nationals, 3 teams make globals

On Wednesday, December 11, Apopka’s Asia Jones finds an open lane to the 
basket and gets an open look. 

Pictured above is the Apopka Pop Warner’s Tiny Mites who placed first at the Pop 
Warner National Cheer and Dance Championships to earn a spot at globals.

By Marshall Tempest
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka girl’s bas-
ketball team is 2-4 so far 
this season but still sits atop 
the Class 7A District 3 lea-
derboard. The girls had two 
games this week against 
Lake Minneola and Hori-
zon. 
Apopka vs. Lake Minneo-
la (58-20) Win

Their first game was 
against Lake Minneola on 
Wednesday, December 11. 
Lake Minneola was 2-3 
coming into the game. With 
both teams coming into the 
matchup on a losing streak 
so early in the season it was 

an important win for both 
squads but especially for 
Apopka who needs to turn 
it around before the end of 
the year. 

Apopka has allowed 
224 points and scored 187 
in five games for an aver-
age of 37.4 points scored 
a game and 44.8 points al-
lowed a game. Lake Min-
neola has allowed 190 
points and scored 146 in 
five games for an aver-
age of 29.2 points scored a 
game and 38 points allowed 
a game. 

Apopka started out 
slow against Minneola. In 
the first quarter both teams 
struggled to get their foot-

ing. But by the end of 
the first Apopka was in a 
groove and only getting 
better leading 15-7 going 
into the second quarter. 

The second quar-
ter was a huge one for the 
Blue Darters. Apopka came 
out swinging and just nev-
er really stopped, The Blue 
Darterrs outscored Minneo-
la 21-5 in the second quar-
ter to end the first half up 
36-12. 

The third quarter was 
omce again belonged to the 
Blue Darters where they 
outscored Minneola 16-7. 
This is where Apopka be-

By Marshall Tempest
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka Pop War-
ner Organization had a 
great showing this past 
week at the Pop Warner 
Superbowl and Cheer and 
Dance Championships. 
Their showing this year 
could be a great milestone 
for the future of this orga-
nization on both the foot-
ball and cheer side. 

12U Football
To start, the Apopka 

12U Pop Warner football 
team fell in the quarterfinal 
round of the Pop Warner 
Super Bowl to the Hartford 
Hurricanes from Connect-
icut on Sunday, Decem-
ber 8. Apopka fell 25-22 
in heartbreaking loss but 
their tale wasn’t over. Af-
ter the loss, the Blue Dart-
ers were put into a conso-
lation bracket where they 

still had a chance to prove 
themselves. 

Apopka’s first game 
in the consolation bracket 
was against the Enon Ea-
gles from Pennsylvania. 
The Eagles fell to the Fort 
Myers Falcons 25-0. The 
Fort Myers Falcons went 
on to face the Hurricanes in 
the next round and fell 25-
7. With this logic, Apopka 
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Hello Folks,
 Just when the weather 
got real nice, we have an-
other cold front comin’ to 
town. We got rain this week 
and the temperature has re-
ally dropped down again. 
Lows in the 40s and highs 
in the 70s.
 This weekend should be 
a good time to be fishin’. 
The water temperature is in 
the 50s and 60s and folks 
are reportin’ some bass 
goin’ on the beds. 
 My buddy Rich fished 
his club tournament on the 
Harris Chain over the week-
end. It only took a little over 
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If a law enforcement 
agency charges you with 
a crime and this paper 
reports that information, 
please notify us with-
in 90 days if the charge 
is dropped, or if you are 
found not guilty by the 
court. After verifying 
the information, we will 

be happy to publish it. 
Please send notification 
to The Apopka Chief, P.O. 
Box 880, Apopka, 32704-
0880.

 In the period from De-
cember 7-12, the Apop-
ka Police Department re-
ceived 1,432 calls for ser-

vice, responded to 35 
crashes, issued 29 cita-
tions, and made 10 arrests. 
No juveniles were charged.
 The following adults 
were arrested and charged: 

Andrea Catherine 
Barboza, 42, 2153 Cozy 
Cove Cir., Lot 5, Orlando, 
Larceny-other theft.

Samuel Disla, 36, 
2106 Athens Ct., Apopka, 
trespassing-failure to leave 
property on order of own-

er.
Priscilla Ann Fer-

nandez, 38, confidential, 
Winter Garden, neglect 
child without great bodily 
harm.

Derontay Kes-
haun Hill, 29, 5653 Terrell 
Rd., Mt. Dora, Flee/elude 
police-failure to obey law 
enforcement office order to 
stop, resist officer-obstruct 
without violence.

Brandon Jamal 

Johnson, 29, 1031 Eagles 
Forrest Dr., Apopka, bur-
glary of occupied dwelling 
unarmed.

Rodney Ladonn 
Joseph, 61, 7014 Blue 
Earth Ct., Orlando, other 
agency warrant X2.

Newton Mann, 
69, confidential, Apopka, 
battery on person 65 years 
of age or older.

Cyd Chetram 
Paul, 68, confidential, 

Apopka, aggravated bat-
tery-cause bodily harm or 
disability.

Wilfredo Rosario-
Ortiz, 42, 213 S. Aurora 
Dr., Apopka, other agency 
warrant.

Melvin Rutledge, 
58, 809 Lake Doe Blvd., 
Apopka, crash-driving un-
der influence-serious bodi-
ly injury.

Police Beat

Specks are starting to bite on Lake Monroe, Lake Jesup 
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WHS: There is still time to adjust to circumstances for the Mustangs 

9 pounds to win. Rich re-
ports that he only caught 3 
little bass all day. With the 
water temperatures in the 
50s and 60s, Rich reports 
that he saw one bass on the 
beds durin’ his tournament. 
Rich reports that as soon 
as he got close to the bed, 

those bass took off like they 
had some place to go. 
 Kyle at Bitter’s Bait & 
Tackle reports that his club 
fished the Harris Chain on 
Sunday and it took 13.26 
pounds to win his club 
tournament. Kyle finished 
in second place with 13.24 
pounds, and only missed 
winnin’ by .02 pounds. 
That, folks, is as close as 
you can be from winnin’. 
 Kyle also reports that 
the specks are startin’ to 
bite. Most of the specks are 
bein’ caught in Lake Mon-
roe and Lake Jesup. The 
specks that are bitin’ in Je-

sup are bein’ caught under 
the 417 bridge on minners. 
The specks that are bein’ 
caught in Lake Monroe are 
bein’ caught in open water 
on minners. We have a full 
moon this weekend on Sun-
day so that may help get the 
specks and the bass to bi-
tin’. 
 Most of the ramps on 
the St. John’s River are 
open again. For all those 
folks that like to fish the 
Butler Chain, R.D. Keene 
ramp is now open. I knw 
everyone has been waitin’ 
for a while to go out there 
and fish, but I’m happy to 

report that the ramps are 
open as of last week. So, 
the good news for everyone 
is all the ramps are open 
and the fishin’ should be 
improvin’ each and every 
week, at least for the rest of 
the year. 
 I wanted to let every-
one know that the FWC’s 
TrophyCatch program has 
enhanced their website. 
The new design features 
easy access to the multi-
ple program components. 
You will see they have im-
proved the gallery graphics, 
and it’s now more stream-
lined than before. You will 

have more options for up-
loadin’ photographs and 
videos. You can go check it 
out for yourself, and make 
sure you submit your recent 
catches at TrophyCatch.
com.  
 Well folks, that’s it for 
this week. I hope you get a 
chance to do some fishin’ 
over the weekend or durin’ 
next week. 
 See ya next week.  
 Tip of the week: Full 
Moon
 Save a few and good 
luck!

On Saturday, December 7, The Apopka Pop Warner 
12U quarterback throws a pass while practicing before 
the quarterfinal game they lost 25-22. 

leeway in the score during 
the regular season. The sea-
son has now taken on the 
direction of having to ad-
just and learn for a second 
time, which is also a chal-
lenge in itself. With most 
of the regular season still to 
be played though, we have 
time to adjust and learn. 
Reaching play consistent-
ly of the best quality as the 
postseason begins is no less 
achievable than two weeks 
ago.” 
 Thus, the victory over 
cross-town rival the Apop-
ka Blue Darters had far 
more value than getting the 
first after the injuries out of 
the way
 “For all intent and pur-

poses, we are starting over 
as far as the makeup and 
learning how to win,” Mid-
dleton said. “The victory 
over the Blue Darters was 
the second with the value 
of getting the first victory 
out of the way.”
 Played on Monday, 
December 2 at Wekiva, the 
victory by a score of 53-30 
was also of the come-from-
behind nature. The over-
all record for the Mustangs 
was upped to 3-5.   
 Apopka scored on the 
first possession of the con-
test and led for all of the 
first 13:58. At 10-4 and 15-
9, the Blue Darters’ larg-
est lead was six points. Not 
only was the lead then tak-
en via a 17-4 run by Weki-
va, when the run was over 

Wekiva had created a  com-
manding, in-control lead at 
29-19. The score was 22-17 
at halftime and 35-27 after 
three quarters. A 10-1 run 
began the fourth quarter 
and secured the victory. 
 “The difference was 
we played with a sense of 
urgency,” Middleton said. 
“As far as what specif-
ic to basketball changed, 
we played downhill, in the 
paint. When field goal at-
tempts are consistently tak-
en from inside the paint, the 
opponent is also playing on 
its heels emotionally and 
mentally. Opponents are 
trying to avoid mistakes in-
stead of executing decisive 
plays.”

Warner: Football falls in quarterfinal, cheer heads to globals
should’ve dominated the 
Eagles. But sadly Apopka 

fell 12-8 to the Eagles and 
ended their Pop Warner Su-
per Bowl run. But im sure 
that this is only a glimpse at 

the bright future of Apopka 
Pop Warner football.
Cheer and Dance

The Apopka Pop War-
ner Cheer teams had an 
outstanding performance 
at the Championships. Two 
of the three age groups the 
Apopka Pop Warner Cheer 
Association sent to Na-
tionals won first place, the 
Mighty Mites and the Tiny 
Mites. The Jr. Peewee team 
took home second place 
but that is nothing to be 
ashamed about at a national 
level. The most impressive 
piece of this feat is that the 
Apopka organization is all 
first-time head coaches and 
a first-year Cheer Coordi-
nator. Imagine what these 
girls and this organization 
could be capable of in just 
a short amount of time.   

The Mitey Mites had 
a 92.53 score putting them 
first above second place 
by just .50. The Jr. Peewee 
team got second place with 
a score of 89.07 behind the 

first-place victors who had 
a score of 94.03. The Tiny 
Mites had a score of 95.07 
nearly five points over the 
second place team.

Now with the girls’ 
placements, all of the teams 
should be able to head to 
the next stage – global. 

The global level of the 
Pop Warner Dance compe-
tition is just a few months 
away in February of 2025 
and will be held in New 
Jersey. The key thing that 
the girls will need is fund-
ing as it will be a very ex-
pensive trip. So they will 
need us – the Apopka com-
munity – to help them out 
in any way we can. Wheth-
er or not that is spreading 
the word or donating what 
you can, these girls deserve 
to jump into this opportu-
nity without having to wor-
ry about the financial bur-
den. 

Make sure to stay up-
dated as in the coming 
weeks we’ll have more in-

Wekiva’s Makayla Bell takes the ball down court as the Mustangs start a new 
possesion on Wednesday, December 11.

Continued from page 1C

Continued from page 1C

See WHS Page 3C

depth stories on the teams, 
interviews with their 
coaches, and information 
on fund-raising for these 

girls to head to the global 
stage and represent Apop-
ka and the Blue Darters. 
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is. I think they have a great 
chance to win their dis-
trict in our region so it’s 
just real disappointing to 
not execute better against a 
team like that and we have 
got to find a way to im-
prove on that,” Williams 
said during a talk I had 
with him this week. 

Lake Mary took the 
first quarter outscoring 
Apopka 15-14, then Apop-
ka took the second quar-
ter doubling Lake Mary’s 
six points to 12 to take 
the lead 26-21 going into 
halftime. Then Lake Mary 
took the third quarter in a 
funny turn doubling Apop-
ka’s eight points with 16 to 
pull ahead 37-34. And the 
fourth quarter was tied at 
ten points each for Apop-
ka and Lake Mary each 
scoring 10 which gave the 
Rams the win at 47-44. 

Apopka dominated 

the stat box with a better 
shooting percentage, more 
transition points, more 
points from turnovers, 
more assists, and more 
points in the paint. So how 
did they lose if they domi-
nated everywhere? It’s al-
ways the little things. 

“Being inefficient was 
our problem. We were up 
seven and we had a bad 
possession turn the ball 
over right before half and 
now we were only up five. 
We have the ball com-
ing out of half and the first 
thing we do is throw it 
away, the second posses-
sion we throw it away. So 
you know all of a sudden 
now they are getting their 
footing. 

Basketball is about 
stacking plays and momen-
tum. Unfortunately, we 
were stacking a bunch of 
bad plays and we did that 
too much.”

Apopka so far this 

season is having trouble 
with two things really: 
turnovers and free-throw 
shooting. Apopka gave up 
18 turnovers and allowed 
Lake Mary to secure 12 
points from those turn-
overs. The Blue Darters 
also shot 5-for-16 from the 
free-throw line. It was an 
away game, but it doesn’t 
matter if it’s home or away 
the boys have to get bet-
ter at the line. Fewer turn-
overs and a few more free 
throws made this a win for 
Apopka. 
Apopka vs. Dr. Phillips 
12/11 

Moving on to what’s 
right in front of us, Apop-
ka’s games this week. 
Apopka faced Dr. Phillips 
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11, and is set to face 
Mount Dora on Friday, De-
cember 13, as well as Dis-
covery on Saturday, De-
cember 14. 

“Dangerous and very 

young,” Williams’ said 
when I asked him about 
how he feels about the 
matchup with Dr. Phillips. 

“They are very very 
young which makes them a 
little bit unpredictable. So 
for us, it’s all about which 
version of them will we 
face. My concern about 
tonight is not really about 
them it’s about us. We’ve 
got to start to find a way to 
claw out of the hole we’re 
in in terms of the level that 
we are playing at. We have 
to not be comfortable and 
not accept the way we have 
been performing. We need 
to start collectively doing 
the little things and make 
progress that you should 
expect to see through the 
season.”

Dr. Phillips was 3-3 
coming into their match-
up against the Blue Dart-
ers with two of their wins 
coming in overtime. The 
Panthers had scored 360 

and allowed 367 points 
in their six games coming 
into their matchup against 
Apopka. Apopka on the 
other hand has scored 348 
and allowed 358 in their 
seven games. 

These teams were 
pretty evenly matched on 
paper but it all came down 
to who could make it hap-
pen on the floor. 
Apopka vs. Mount Dora 
12/13 7:30 p.m.

Apopka will host 
Mount Dora on Friday, De-
cember 13. Mount Dora 
was 3-5 on the season and 
ranked 475 in the state of 
Florida according to Max-
Preps as of Wednesday, 
December 11. The Hur-
ricanes have scored 436 
points and allowed 424 
in their eight matchups. 
Mount Dora dominates in 
their wins and losses by an 
average of 9.2 points. 

Mount Dora’s oppo-
nents so far this season 

have been less than spec-
tacular with an average op-
ponent ranking of 418.33 
and two unranked oppo-
nents. Apopka has an av-
erage opponent ranking of 
156.67 so far this season 
with just one unranked op-
ponent. 

On paper, this should 
be an easy win for the Blue 
Darters but in an away 
game, you never know 
how your opponent will 
play so they need to come 
ready because this Mount 
Dora team has the abil-
ity to score a lot even with 
their average points a game 
being 54.5. Apopka’s av-
erage points a game is 
49.7 but has been playing 
higher caliber players and 
teams than Mount Dora. 
Apopka’s highest-scoring 
game was a 65-59 loss to 
Sanford Seminole while 
Mount Dora’s highest-

gan sitting some of their 
better playerrs to let the 
younger and more inexpi-
rienced girls get some in-
game looks.

The rest of the game 
was a slow march to a most 
certain end. Apopka deci-

sively won the game 58-20.
“I think we need to 

get better. We have a lot of 
growing to do, we have a lot 
of development to do,and 
i’ll take the win,” said head 
coach of the girl’s basket-
ball team Brittany Hardy.

“The season right now 
... It’s bumpy. But we will 

get the girls to where they 
need to be.”
Apopka vs. Horizon

On Thursday, Decem-
ber 12, after press time, 
Apopka traveled to Winter 
Garden to face off against 
Horizon. Horizon was 4-1 
coming into the game and 
on a three-game win streak. 

Horizon’s only loss this 
season has been to Weki-
va 50-46. Apopka also fell 
to Wekiva but it was 53-30. 
Horizon also has one of the 
most impressive wins I’ve 
ever seen this season beat-
ing Lakeland 86-2. 

Horizon is an offensive 
powerhouse outscoring 

their last three opponents 
by 146 points with a 60-16 
win over Olympia, a 62-20 
win over West Orange, and 
an 83-23 win over Innova-
tion. 
Apopka vs. Seminole & 
Leesburg 

The girls have just two 
more games before the end 

of the year. The girls will 
host Sanford Seminole on 
Monday, December 16, the 
game is slated for a 7:30 
p.m. tipoff. 

Sanford was 6-2 and 
ranked 61st in the state as 
of Wednesday, December 

 During the last 16:02, 
the Mustangs’ field goal at-
tempts increased from eight 
before to 20. Half or 50 per-
cent of the two-point field 
goal attempts were convert-
ed during the 16:02. How-
ever, the run also included 
two of the three success-
ful three-point field goal at-
tempts converted. 

 Makayla Bell scored 22 
points and was a high-scor-
er along with a career-high 
nine assists. Another 23 
points were tallied by Jakay-
la Johnson and Senaia Asan-
ya. Reaching double-digits 
in the scoring column was a 
first for Johnson as well. 
 “Perhaps the most im-
portant change will be a 
bigger lineup,” Middleton 
said. “We have more play-

ers over six feet tall seeing 
significant time now. Size 
was definitely an advantage 
over Apopka and used well. 
Ability to use the size well 
was demonstrated, but con-
sistency is needed.”
 “Grit, trust and com-
mitment to each other began 
to develop and had an im-
pact on the outcome for the 
first time since the injury. 
Grit, trust and commitment 

to each other is as necessary 
to win as talent and skill. 
Some solid steps forward 
in particular were taken to-
wards developing the lev-
el needed to reach the end 
goal. More work is needed 
but some steps were also 
taken towards taking care of 
the ball.”    
 Haines City Hornets, 
Bloomingdale Bulls, Dr. 
Phillips Panthers (Metro 

Conference Championship 
Tournament) and Edgewater 
Eagles ((Metro Conference 
Championship Tournament) 
have also claimed victories 
this season.   
 The contest against the 
Blue Darters was the first 
of five consecutive at home 
for the Mustangs. The 2024 
calendar ends with contests 
against the Bishop Moore 
Hornets (Dec. 11-past press 

time), Colonial Grenadiers 
(Dec. 12-past press time), 
Oak Ridge Pioneers (Dec. 
17), Ocoee Knights (Dec. 
18) and the Florida Pros-
pects Christmas Tourna-
ment at Dr. Phillips (Dec. 
27-29).     

On the left, Apopka’s Asia Jones takes a wide open shot from beyond the three-point line during the Darters’ game against Lake Minneola. In the center, Jhenelle Fran-
cis takes a jumper just outside of the key. On the right, Asia Jones takes a shot from beyond the three point line with a defender closing in.

AHS: The girls prepare for very strong Sanford and Leesburg squads

TTO: This week’s games will test the Apopka Blue Darters 

WHS: Bell, Johnson, Asanya combine for 45 points in win over AHS

Continued from page 1C

Continued from page 1C

Continued from page 2C

On the left, Apopka’s Jahi Bowden defends an Evans’ player at full court looking to slow down their offense. In the center Jermichael Johnson motions twoard his team-
mates for some off-ball movement. On the right, Rafael Betancourt looks for an open Blue Darter to pass the ball to.

See TTO Page 5C

See AHS Page 6C
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Apopka Pop Warner 12U falls to Hartford Hurricanes in quarterfinal

Two APK Pop Warner cheer teams take home first place at Nationals

Ellie Gillis holds the trophy that her Jr. Peewee team won by finsihing second at the 
Pop Warner National Cheer and Dance Championships.

Above is the Jr. PeeWee Pop Warner cheer team that placed second at the Pop 
Warner National Cheer and Dance Championships

AHS girls basketball dominates Lake Minneola 58-20

On Wednesday, December 11, Apopka’s Jhenelle Francis weaves through the lane 
and through contact to finish a layup and get the foul.

Apopka head coach Brittany Hardy (r) stands on the sidelines watching her girls 
defend against Lake Minneola on Wednesday, December 11.

On Saturday, December 7, an Apopka Pop Warner Football coach stands with the 
team’s wide receivers during a practice before their quarterfinal game.

An Apopka Pop Warner wide receiver moments before catching a pass at a practice 
held the day before the quarterfinal game.

Harper Gillis and her cheer team, the Mighty Mites, finished first in their division 
at the Pop Warner National Cheer and Dance Championships.
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scoring game was a 77-57 
victory over East Ridge. 

Confidence could be a 
huge factor in this game as 
well. Mount Dora is com-
ing off two wins with a 
combined 43 points over 
the last two opponents. 
Apopka is coming off two 
losses with a combined 21 
points behind the last two 
opponents. 

I think a game like this 
is a perfect opportunity for 
the boys to go all out, get 
their confidence up with a 
huge win, and solidify their 
mindset going forward. 
Apopka vs. Discovery 
12/14 5 p.m.

“They are extremely 

athletic, they will be physi-
cal, they will be very ag-
gressive defensively, and 
they will cause an awful lot 
of problems.” 

Apopka will host the 
Discovery Spartans on Sat-
urday, December 14, set 
for a 5 p.m. tipoff. This is 
going to be a very tough 
game. The Discovery Spar-
tans are 6-1 and ranked 
70th in the state as of 
Wednesday, December 11. 
The Spartans have scored 
542 points and allowed just 
361 in their seven match-
ups. They are averaging 
77.42 points a game and 
allowing an average of 
51.57. 

Discovery is a defen-
sive and offensive jugger-

naut when you look at their 
wins (102-46, 88-43, 76-
66, 70-33, 81-26, 61-56). 
But what’s hiding under 
those wins is a very high 
average opponent rank of 
262.66. That is with an 
outlier in their opponents 
with facing Evans who is 
ranked fifth in the state of 
Florida. 

Speaking of their 
matchup with Evans, that’s 
the Spartans’ only loss this 
season. Discovery fell 91-
64 to the Evans Trojans. 
Now if we compare this 
to Apopka’s loss to Evans 
(58-40) we can predict a 
lot. We can see that they 
are not a defensive team 
or at least not at the same 
caliber as Apopka when 

it came to slowing Evans 
down. We can also see that 
they are a very gifted of-
fensive team as they put 
up 64 points on a team that 
Apopka struggled to put up 
40 on. 

This will be a defen-
sive game for Apopka. If 
they can keep the Spartan 
offense corralled, then they 
have the offensive firepow-
er to pull ahead. But if they 
let them explode in a quar-
ter they might find them-
selves in the same predica-
ment they were in against 
Evans – fighting against 
an early and large lead for 
three more quarters after 
the first.  

The Wekiva Mustangs girl’s basketball team hosted the Bishop Moore Hornets on Wednesday, December 
11. Bishop Moore found themselves ahead to start the game and outscored the mustangs in every quar-
ter except the fourth which Wekiva outscored the Hornets (12-11, 20-7, 18-10, 7-12). Bishop Moore took 
home the victory 57-40 to improve to 2-6 on the season as Wekiva drops to 3-6.

Wekiva Mustangs fall to Bishop Moore

TTO: Discovery are a very strong team
Continued from page 3C
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11. Their two losses are 
to Ocoee (51-34) who is 
ranked 56th in the state and 
is 8-1 and Central Florida 
Christian Academy (46-28) 
who is ranked 44th in the 
state and is 7-2. The Sem-
inoles are going to be a 
very tough team to beat, so 
Apopka will have to be per-
fect on defense to win this 
game. 

Sanford has scored 402 
points and allowed 296 for 

an average of 50.25 points 
scored a game and 37 
points allowed a game. And 
like I said before, Apopka 
has allowed 224 points and 
scored 187 in five games for 
an average of 37.4 points 
scored per game and 44.8 
points allowed per game.

Leesburg was 3-4 and 
ranked 80th in the state as 
of Wednesday, Decem-
ber 11. Their four losses 
come at the hands of Wild-
wood twice (55-52, 52-50), 
Ocoee (52-44), and Lake 

Highland Prep (53-41). 
Wildwood is one of the best 
teams in the state ranked 
12th in Florida, they are 
also undefeated at 5-0. We 
know how good Ocoee is, 
but Lake Highland is also a 
strong program ranked 54th 
in the state with a 5-3 re-
cord. 

Leesburg has scored 
374 points and allowed 345 
in seven games for an av-
erage of 53.4 points scored 
a game and 49.2 points al-
lowed a game. 

The Apopka Pop Warner Mighty Mites secured first place at the 2024 Pop 
Warner National Cheer and Dance Championships. They along with the Tiny 
Mites, and Jr. Peewee teams earned a spot in the global competition.

Mighty Mites take first place!AHS: Seminoles ranked 
61st in the state of Florida
Continued from page 3C
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The Voice of the Community Since 1922

News that can affect you 
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Get important news 
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The Department of Health-Orange County offers physicals and vi-
sion screenings to Orange County students up to 18 years of age by ap-
pointment. Appointments must be made for Wednesdays only, from 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the Neighborhood Center for Families (NCF) for Apopka/
Zellwood, 6565 Willow St., Zellwood, phone number: 407-254-9430.

Neighborhood Centers for Families (NCF) are one-stop centers that 
provide residents with a multitude of valuable services within their com-
munities. Funded by the Orange County Citizens’ Commission for Chil-
dren (4C), services are offered at 13 different locations throughout the 
County. They offer counseling programs, tutoring, employment skills, 
case management, senior activities, limited health services, and so much 
more.

Each NCF is made up of non-profit organizations, government agen-
cies, churches and community groups working together to address the 
specific needs of the surrounding community. These organizations col-
laborate to provide intergenerational programs, services and activities 
that address the needs of the entire family. Most services are offered free 
of charge.

Each NCF is uniquely designed to address the needs of its surround-
ing community and offers flexible hours of service in a family-friendly 
and accessible location. Child care stipends, through 4C, are also avail-
able for clients who are actively enrolled in services.

Physicals and Vision Screenings 
available for students up to age 18

All public/legal notices printed in 
The Apopka Chief 

are also loaded to our website: 
www.theapopkachief.com
as well as to the state-wide 

Florida Press Association’s website:
www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

Both Websites have 
searchable capabilities.

The Apopka Chief, 
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka FL 32712
legals@theapopkachief.com - 

407-886-2777
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Apopka Wildlife Drive provides a fun holiday excersion

This winter with may of us having time off to spend with friends and family don’t 
forget about the Apopka Wild Life Drive and all it has to offer. The Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive entrance gate is open for vehicular traffic between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and federal holidays including Christmas and New 
Years Eve. All vehicles must exit the drive by 5 p.m. 
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