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An Apopka man was 
arrested on charges that in-
clude DUI manslaughter 
for the fatal vehicular crash, 
which resulted in the death 
of a six-year-old Apopka 
boy who was riding a bi-
cycle over the weekend, ac-
cording to Florida Highway 
Patrol (FHP).

The crash occurred on 
Saturday, January 18, at 
around 4:43 p.m. on Cloud 
Avenue and West Tahoe 
Street in the Rock Springs 
Mobile Home Park. 

The driver of the 2003 
Chevy Suburban, Francis-
co Rosillo Arriola, 53, of 
Apopka, was arrested and 
booked into the Orange 
County Jail for the fol-
lowing charges: DUI man-
slaughter, DUI third viola-
tion, vehicular homicide, 
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Live oak
The City and the Foliage 
Garden Club of Apopka plant 
a live oak in honor of Florida 
Arbor Day. 
See page 3A.

Apopka Native Wins Gold at 
Florida Senior Games and Heads 
to Nationals
See page 1B.

In 2024 city revitalizes downtown, fire chief retires
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Note: This is the third 
of a four-part series review-
ing the news in Apopka in 
2024 as written in the pag-
es of The Apopka Chief. 
This week covers July, Au-
gust, and September. 

July 
Four of the current 

eight active capital proj-
ects, which the city parks 
and recreation department 
is helming, are tentatively 
scheduled for construction 
later this year, department 
director Radley Williams 
said at the Wednesday, June 
19, City Council meeting. 
… Consumers can pur-

chase qualifying recreation 
and outdoor items and ad-
missions to entertainment 
and cultural events exempt 
from tax during the 2024 
Freedom Month Sales Tax 
Holiday. … Five new offi-
cers took an oath to serve 
and protect while being 
sworn-in at Apopka City 
Hall last week by Apop-
ka Police Chief Michael 
McKinley. 

The Apopka City 
Council decided to table 
the setting of the city’s 
2024-25 millage rate for 
the Wednesday, July 17, 
regular meeting. … The 
city is considering set-
ting aside funds in the fis-
cal year 2025 budget for a 
downtown revitalization 

program, while the city is 
searching for a new com-
munity development direc-
tor – who will also serve as 
the Community Redevelop-
ment Agency (CRA) Dis-
trict director … The Orange 
County Mayor’s Veterans 
Advisory Council’s Vet-
eran of the Year Commit-
tee recently selected Sgt. 
Fred Robinson, USMC, 
Retired, as the recipient of 
the Orange County Veteran 
of the Year Award 2023 for 
his exceptional service and 
dedication to veterans and 
his continued willingness 
to serve the community. 
… Orange County Public 
Schools (OCPS) is current-
ly looking for help from 
families that plan on using 

transportation services for 
the 2024-25 school year. … 
U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services presented 
20 Orlando-area residents 
to the United States District 
Court for the Middle Dis-
trict of Florida for natural-
ization during a special cer-
emony on, Thursday, July 
4, at Hope CommUnity 
Center on North Park Ave-
nue in Apopka. 

The long-time own-
er and publisher of The 
Apopka Chief and The 
Planter newspapers passed 
away Tuesday, July 16, at 
the age of 84. … In sep-
arate votes, the Apopka 
City Council voted 5-0 to 
set the proposed millage 
rate at 4.6876 and the roll-

back rate at 3.8384 for the 
city’s fiscal year 2025 bud-
get. … Apopka Fire Chief 
Sean Wylam will retire af-
ter serving 22 years in the 
Apopka Fire Department 
that includes five years in 
his current post. 

The Apopka Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy fiscal year 2025 bud-
get remains the same ex-
cept for two major chang-
es to two projects, the city 
wayfinding signs program 
and the community-orient-
ed policing program for the 
downtown area. … Virgin-
ia Bankson celebrates her 
106th birthday on Wednes-
day, July 24, at Brook-

See REVIEW Page 9A

Remembering MLK

Pictured (l to r) at the Saturday, January 18, annual Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 10147 awards dinner 
in Apopka are Andy Anderson, post commander; Rolland Doerfer, senior vice commander; Cody Minchey, 
Apopka EMT; and Mindy Mathis, Apopka Fire Person, both of the year 2024, Maliya Cushman, Patriot’s 
Pen Middle School essay winner for the school year 2023-24, and Alice Boria, president of VFW Auxiliary.

VFW gives annual outstanding awards
Special to the Chief

On Saturday, January 18, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
10147 in Apopka conducted its an-
nual awards program for outstand-
ing educational and community per-
formance. The awards given includ-
ed a plaque for accomplishments in 
2023-24 for Teacher and in 2024 
for Police Officer, Fire Fighter and 
EMT. Also handed out were plaques 
for student patriotic essays for mid-
dle and high schools.

Angela Shaw, who was not able 
to attend, was named Teacher of the 
Year for her exceptional year as a 
teacher, coach and advisor for home 
school activities. The middle school 

award was earned by Maliya Cush-
man, home school, for her Patriot’s 
Pen essay, My Voice in Democracy, 
which she summarizes with the clos-
ing lines, “I love being an American, 
living in the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. Having lives full 
of liberty is the greatest privilege we 
Americans have.”

Sumeira Singh of Winter 
Springs High School won her Voice 
of Democracy plaque for her essay. 
“The American Journey,” where she 
discusses the “... everlasting princi-
ples that set a clear distinction be-
tween the United States and every 
other country.”

Apopka Fire Chief Wil San-
chez Introduced two award winners 

for their outstanding service in the 
Apopka Fire Department for the year 
2024: Lt. Mandy Mathis, Fireperson 
and Cody Minchey, EMT.

Other awards for winners for 
the year 2024 who could not attend 
the ceremony included: Police Offi-
cer, Cody Grow, and Loomis Funeral 
Homes for Business Booster of the 
year. 

Bob and Steve Loomis provide 
their invaluable support in the proper 
disposal of American and other flags. 
In front of the Apopka Communi-
ty Center, located at 519 S. Central 
Ave., Apopka, is a converted mail 
box into which faded and tattered 
flags can be deposited.

The 16th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade celebrated the late civil rights 
leader’s legacy on Monday, January 20, marching from the VFW Building on 
South Central Avenue to the John H. Bridges Community Center on West 
13th Street. During the parade, churches, nonprofit organizations, businesses, 
elected officials, and schools celebrated the day with music, floats, and 
performances. An honorary program at the Bridges Center had dance, music, 
the distribution of awards, food, and socializing. Pictured is this year’s winner 
for Best Float, Temple of Faith Church, located on Marvin C. Zanders Avenue in 
Apopka. See more photos on page 10A. 

The Apopka City 
Council conducted a joint 
workshop for proposed 
code updates to Wyld Oaks 
on Wednesday, January 22, 
at the Apopka City Hall 
council chambers, 120 E. 
Main St., Apopka.

The workshop re-
viewed the developer-pro-
posed Kelly Park Inter-
change red-line amendment 
for the Wyld Oaks develop-
ment, the 215-acre mixed-
use development that broke 
ground in January 2024 off 
the 429 Beltway and West 
Kelly Park Road Inter-
change in Apopka.

The Statement of Jus-
tification for the Text 
Amendments, found in 
the joint workshop agenda 
packet, explains the reason 
for the proposed code up-
dates to Wyld Oaks:

As the market dynam-
ics, development standards, 
and overall character of 
the area have evolved since 
the original conception of 
the Wekiva Parkway Inter-
change Vision Plan, and 

subsequent codification of 
the Mixed Use Kelly Park 
Interchange (MU-KPI) 
Form Based Code, the need 
for flexibility and evolution 
in the standards applicable 
to this area have changed 
as well.

The creation of the 
Town Center Overlay Dis-
trict as a new character 
zone is applicable to large 
project sites, encompassing 
a minimum of 170 acres. 
It will permit an innova-
tive set of zoning and de-
velopment standards to en-
sure that the gateway to the 
City’s premier mixed use 
area can capture the range 
of uses at the desired inten-
sity and density that will 
provide maximum benefits 
to the City and residents 
from the standpoint of the 
local economy, public open 
space, and quality of life. 
In particular, all citizens 
will benefit from the greater 
amount of open space that 
can be provided in a Town 

Workshop reviews 
proposed Wyld 
Oaks code updates

See CITY Page 9A

Boy, 6, killed in DUI crash

See DUI Page 9A

This memorial was set up in memory of Emiliano “Alex” 
Garcia, who was killed in a DUI crash  on Saturday, 
January 18 on White Cloud Avenue and Tahoe Street 
at Rock Springs Mobile Home Park.

Photo courtesy of Rolland Doerfer
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Local governments 
have a conundrum in ar-
eas of mixed jurisdiction 
regarding planning and fi-
nancing roadway infra-
structure improvements. 
I know you are aware that 
when new subdivisions 
come along, road capacity 
is rarely expanded. For ex-
ample, 300 residents came 
out last Monday to look at 
a potential new 600-acre 
development along Vick 
and Ponkan roads (Pau-
lucci development). Here 
we saw the problem again 
– no money offered by the 
developer, city, or county 
for external roadway infra-
structure improvements.

To look for solutions, 
I spent an hour with the 
county public works staff 
mapping manager George 

Shupp. I needed informa-
tion on roads, right-of-way, 
and intersection responsi-
bilities. I focused this col-
umn on Northern Apopka. I 
will come back with South-
ern Apopka soon.

Here I found the co-
nundrum again. For “func-
tionally classified roads” 
(roads of high importance 
to the county), the city 
doesn’t have to request a 
transfer of ownership of the 

road. Few counties will im-
prove a functionally clas-
sified roadway if a city has 
significantly annexed adja-
cent land. To top it off, the 
city doesn’t have the fund-
ing to increase capacity, ei-
ther. Roadway construction 
is just cost prohibitive.

Can we work through 
these transportation fund-
ing deficits?

Orange County is al-
ready $5 billion behind on 
increasing roadway capac-
ity under its jurisdiction. 
Residents have regularly 
voted against any kind of 
sales tax funding for road-
way improvements. Plus, 
the county doesn’t realize 
any transportation impact 
fees from any new pro-

One of the most ludi-
crous things I’ve seen in 
the news today is the dif-
ferences between what Is-
rael is releasing and what 
Hamas is releasing in the 
hostage-for-prisoner swap. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not against the hostages 
coming home. It’s just the 
disparity between those 
we’re getting back for 
those  we are releasing is 
untenable. 

I know Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu did not appreciate 
the unbalanced trade-off. 
The only reason he agreed 

to it was for the people’s 
sake and his compassion 
for those who have chil-
dren, parents, and other 
loved ones being held hos-
tage. 

Number one, I don’t 
understand how we al-

low those terrorist rebels 
to hold our people hostage 
when I know the capabili-
ties of our special forces. 
I understand Joe Biden’s 
unwillingness to engage in 
any aggressive action. 

Although I do not 
think that it was Biden 
making decisions, I do 
hold him accountable as 
the President of the United 
States of America! 

My prayer is that the 
incoming administration 
will pick up on the neces-
sity of our American citi-
zens being returned im-

mediately, and my hope 
is that Donald Trump will 
consummate his promise 
to give them hell (!) if they 
don’t follow through with 
this cease-fire arrangement. 

We have been so in-
sulated from the truth by 
the previous administra-
tion, it’s hard to tell be-
tween the right way and the 
wrong way. I believe that, 
as Americans. we have the 
power to discern right from 
wrong, and I believe the 
American spirit will win 
out with our new adminis-
tration at the reins. 

Citizens of the United 
States of America should 
be allowed to pat them-
selves on the back and be 
comforted with the know-
ledge that our government 
has been returned to the 
people through their own 
volition. That is the way 
our Founding Fathers in-
tended it to be! When I 
look at the lawlessness in 
our nation today, it brings 
back memories of when 
the enforcement of the law 
was hindered by the lack of 
law-enforcing personnel. 

I’m talking about in 

the latter half of the 1800s 
when we saw vengeance 
being exercised by those 
that were wronged, rather 
than by law enforcement 
agencies that were not 
available. 

Back then, they called 
it “stomping their own rat-
tlesnakes,” which meant 
they would protect them-
selves and wreak ven-
geance on those responsi-
ble for their losses, similar 
to the Old Testament law of 
“an eye for an eye” (Deu-

I thought this week 
I would again address a 
concern that I have writ-
ten about, and one we often 
hear about here in Apopka. 
The concern is over devel-
opment and growth in our 
community and the need 
for new schools to accom-
modate that growth.

We all know that 
Apopka is one of the fast-
est-growing areas in Or-
ange County. The school 
district is aware of this as 
well. The district has iden-
tified four areas of rapid 
upcoming development 
including the Lake Nona 
area, east Orange County, 
Horizon West, and Apopka.

The district has a ro-
bust school planning de-
partment that closely tracks 
developments, land sales, 
and projected enrollment 
of schools. Each year the 
Advanced Planning Com-
mittee for the district, after 
assessing all these factors, 
adjusts the 10-year capi-

tal plan. On the most recent 
plan, the Apopka area has 
four new schools planned 
to be built in the next 10 
years.

While concerns over 
adequate infrastructure in 
Apopka to meet the needs 
of this growing develop-
ment are often mentioned 
by citizens at community 
meetings and council meet-
ings, I’d like to address 
the difference with school 
planning.

While difficult to un-
derstand at times, schools 
cannot be built before 
the growth happens. This 

Past administration action has insulated citizens from the right way
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Sometimes you 
can get so busy 

saving others, that you 
don’t realize you are 

drowning.

God is spirit, and 
his worshipers must worship 

in the Spirit and in truth.
— John 4:24

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Seeing 20/20 in 2025 will be held in 
the meeting room of the North Orange 
Branch Library, 1211 E Semoran Blvd., 
on Thurs., Jan. 30, from 5-6 p.m. Rec-
ommended for teens. Don’t be blindsid-
ed in the new year! Create a clear pic-
ture for where you want to go with a vi-
sion board.
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More growth requires more schools

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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New subdivisions, more roads  a must

Editorial shares the good and 
the not so good aspects of the 

NW Recreation Complex

The Northwest Recreation 
Complex has been approved to un-
dergo some expensive improve-
ments.

At the October 29, 2024, Or-
ange County, Florida Government 
Board of County Commission 
meeting, the City of Apopka was 
awarded $13.1 million in Tour-
ism Development Tax (TDT) ARC 
funding for the city’s Northwest 
Rec: 2025 & Beyond grant appli-
cation. The grant project will bring 
capital improvements to the Apop-
ka Amphitheater and four addition-
al softball fields to the Northwest 
Recreation Complex.

The city will pay for the project 
in stages and then Orange County 
will reimburse the $13.1 million 
over three years.

 In addition, there will be a 
brand-new, all-inclusive play-
ground featuring new play struc-
tures, swings, slides, We-Go-
Rounds, ZipKrooz, a children’s 
play area, accessible pathways, a 
sensory garden, and additional en-
hancements, including new park-
ing areas and a new exit roadway 
to Jason Dwelley Parkway. 

The new playground at the 
Northwest Recreation Complex in 
Apopka is being funded primar-
ily through a combination of City 
of Apopka Recreation Impact fees 
and a significant donation from the 
local non-profit organization, Un-
limited Capabilities, which focuses 
on providing recreational opportu-
nities for individuals with special 
needs or disabilities; with a portion 
of their donation coming from the 
Halliday Foundation

As exciting as it is to know 
about the improvements coming to 
the complex, information shared 
by a recent visitor to the complex 
found the following:

The good:
 Staff are “user-friendly” - they 

look up, smile, and greet park us-
ers.

The restrooms are clean, but 
why some players choose to clean 
their cleats in the sinks is inexcus-
able.

The bad:
Drinking fountains are near-

ly always dirty - again, why do 
some players choose to clean their 
cleats in the drinking fountain?

“Closed” signs at fields remain 
up during scheduled activities and 
create a license for everyone else to 
ignore them.

The Ugly:
The same multi-purpose fields 

are used week after week for the 
same activities. This is especially 
true for flag football. As you may 
recall, last year the fields used for 
flag football were destroyed by 
constant utilization, especially giv-
en wet weekend conditions.

Paying for the installation 
of sod is questionable when it is 
placed over what is, at best, very 
rough graded ground, in an area 
used for hurricane debris and now 
designated for future multi-pur-
pose fields west of the football sta-
dium and Pads 9-12.

At the baseball fields, over-
use has left dirt holes in the infield 
grass and the outfield grass, lead-
ing to bad hops and risk of injury. 
Backstops have bent fencing from 
thousands of balls slamming into 
them. The fields are popular for 
travel tournaments, but our local 
players are left with substandard 
facilities. 

Maintenance crews perform 
important work at the complex, but 
it’s not enough to keep up with the 
wear and tear that comes from con-
stant use. 

We hope the improvements 
will include needed renovations to 
existing fields. 

It is also important that the 
visitors to the complex use com-
mon sense and take responsibility 
for their actions. While it may be 
necessary to clean cleats, it is also 
necessary that the mess created 
is cleaned up. Taking a few more 
minutes to clean the sinks also in-
creases respect others have for the 
facilities. 

Cleanliness promotes cleanli-
ness.

Improvements are necessary,
additional choices appreciated 

See BYRD Page 4A



On Friday, January 17, the city of Apopka celebrated Florida Arbor Day with members of the Foliage Garden 
Club of Apopka with a proclamation and tree planting at Edgewood-Greenwood Cemetery. The Foliage 
Garden Club of Apopka secured the native live oak tree for the planting. County Line Ornamental & Tree, 
Inc. donated the tree for the celebration.

The Apopka Chief, January 24, 2025, Page 3A

City, Foliage Garden Club plant live oak Two-year scholarships 
available for students 

Five Orange County 
high school students will 
get a chance to win a two-
year scholarship from the 
Farrah & Farah Empower-
ing Greatness Scholarship, 
totaling $50,000. 

Students can submit 
their applications through 
the Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters Association of Florida 
online application portal, 

See FARAH Page 8A
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Scan the QR Code or visit
www.Apopka.gov/SaturdaySounds to

learn more about this free concert series
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CONCERT SCHEDULE
SPRING 2025

January 25, 2025: Blake Guyre as Elton John/Billy
Joel Tribute Band
February 1, 2025: Stereo FM
February 15, 2025: Mardi Gras with Chubby
Carrier & The Bayou Swamp Band
March 1, 2025: Midnight Mayhem
April 5, 2025: Beatle Beat
April 19, 2025: Are Friends Electric
April 26, 2025: HAPCO
May 3, 2025: Journey Tribute: Never Stop Believin’
May 17, 2025: NFusion

Schedule subject to change.
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The Ferguson Family Presents
GOSPEL CONCERT

20th Anniverary Celebration
Friends & Family Tour

Sunday January 26, 2025
6:00 pm

A Love Off ering Will Be Recieved in Support of The  Ferguson Family
www.TheFergusonFamilyMusic.com       407-733-6165

FBC LEESBURG
VILLAGE PARK CAMPUS

1000 Village Park Dr.
Fruitland Park, Florida

Emcee and Host
DANNY JONES

of Singing News 

Special Reunion
apperance by

GREAT DAY

Featuring Special Guests
THE TAYLORS

THE FERGUSONS

FREE CONCERT

Photo courtesy of city of Apopka/Facebook. 

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com



teronomy 19:21). 
Although it sounds 

barbaric today, it did make 
men consider the conse-
quences of their behavior, 
be it good or bad! 

With the lack of law 
enforcement enablement 
by the previous administra-

tion, we would have even-
tually come to the conclu-
sion that we would have 
to “stomp our own rattle-
snakes.” 

The lawlessness we 
have been seeing in our cit-
ies and our nation has been 
made worse by the justice 
system’s indifference to the 
crimes and the lack of ac-

countability for the law-
breakers.

Let’s pray that this ad-
ministration will be able to 
uphold justice and set the 
people free to Make Ameri-
ca Great Again! 

May God bless The 
United States of America, 
President Donald J. Trump, 
and We the People!

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as 
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923
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jects in a city. It is clear the 
City of Apopka can’t afford 
to widen Vick or Ponkan 
Road either for the above-
mentioned new Paulucci 
development.

To top all of this off, 
the state does not allow 
a municipality or county 
government to vote against 
a new development on 
sheer disdain for resulting 
traffic woes. 

The developer gets to 
pay mitigation fees which 
are rarely enough to in-
crease capacity. Yes, here 
is another state preemption 
which is causing harm to 
our local communities.

I also want to further 
elucidate Florida law about 
functionally classified 
roadways.

Functionally Classi-
fied Roadways

Orange County Re-
sponsibility and Authority:

1. Repair of potholes
2. Resurfacing
3. Curb repair
4. Repair and cleaning 

of culverts, pipe systems, 
storm water drainage inlets, 
ditch systems contiguous to 
the road, and carrying road-
way storm water runoff

5. Painting of pave-
ment markings

6. Issuance of drive-
way permits

7. Issuance of under-
ground utility and right-of-
way utilization permits for 
work done under the road-
bed

8. Sweeping of road 
surface

9. Bridge inspection 
and maintenance

City Responsibility 
and Authority

1. Establishment of all 
traffic regulations

2. Installation and 
maintenance of traffic con-
trol signs and signals

3. Construction, main-

tenance, and repair of side-
walks

4. Mowing of all areas 
within the right-of-way

5. Installation and 
maintenance of guardrails

6. Issuance of right-of-
way utilization permit for 
work not under the roadbed

7. Establishment of 
building setback lines

8. Clearing or remov-
al of trees within the right-
of-way

References: Chapter 
316.006, 334.03, 335.04

Let me further clarify 
responsibilities for func-
tionally classified roadways 
in the northern area of Dis-
trict 2.

Functionally Classi-
fied Roads in the north-
ern area of the city of 
Apopka

Ponkan Road is a bit of 
a mixture of responsibili-
ties. From Vick Road east 
to Evelyn Road, the coun-
ty handles the pavement 
and drainage. All other as-
pects of this portion of Pon-
kan Road, like sidewalks, 
rights-of-way, etc. of this 
segment belong to the city. 
From Evelyn Road to Rock 
Springs Road, this section 
of Ponkan belongs exclu-
sively to Orange County 
Government.

Plymouth Sorrento 
Road belongs to Orange 
County Government. The 
challenge for the county is, 
again, that most of the in-
frastructure pressure is the 
result of city approvals for 
new development. 

New development 
charges for transportation 
impact fees to the agency 
which governs the land. 
Plymouth Sorrento Road is 
scheduled for complete re-
surfacing in 2026 and 2027. 
I’m also endeavoring to 
accelerate the Duke Ener-
gy lighting package which 
is funded along Plymouth 
Sorrento Road.

Completely coun-
ty-maintained roadways 
(functionally classified 
and county)

Rock Springs (Welch 
Rd north to Kelly Park) 
Wekiwa Springs Road

Thompson Road
Welch Road (Ustler 

east to Wekiwa Springs)
Votaw Road (coun-

ty line west to Oaks on the 
Lake)

Additional complete-
ly city-maintained road-
ways (northern)

Vick Road
Lester Road
Lester Schopke (north 

of Highland to Lester)
Kelly Park (Mt. Plym-

outh to Round Lake)
State-maintained road-

ways (FDOT):
US 441
SR 436
CFX-maintained road-

ways:
SR 429
SR 451
SR 453
Financing infrastruc-

ture improvements are in-
credibly difficult for all 
the jurisdictions. My sug-
gestions for determining 
the true cost of maintain-
ing roads is influenced by a 
new tool recently approved 
by the voters of Orange 
County in the November 
2024 charter reforms. Ev-
ery project with this new 
tool can be evaluated to de-
termine if the pro-
ject makes sense fiscally 
for building new infrastruc-
ture and maintaining that 
infrastructure.

I believe we shouldn’t 
build projects if tax reve-
nues cannot sustain new in-
frastructure long term. 

Finally, much more in-
frastructure pressure and 
potential density issues 
must be improved with de-
velopers. Planners should 
lay out projects closer to 
existing infrastructure.

Continued from page 2A

Continued from page 2A

makes school planning dif-
ferent from other forms of 
infrastructure.

The reason for this is 
the way public schools are 
funded. Not the funding for 
building the schools, but 
the funding for operating 
the schools once built.

Per state law, our pub-
lic schools are funded on a 
“per-student” basis, mean-
ing: for every student who 
fills a seat, the school re-
ceives a set amount of 
money. That amount is 
about $8,000 this year.

That money is what 
the school is required to 
use for the operating bud-
get of schools. Each school 
is given its own budget to 
operate based on how many 

students are attending the 
school. The money is used 
for all expenses including 
hiring and paying for teach-
ers and staff, supplies, and 
energy to run the school 
among other things.

A high school needs a 
rather large budget to run 
the day-to-day operations 
and to fully staff the school 
to be able to offer the nu-
merous courses that high 
schools need to offer.

That leaves school dis-
tricts in a waiting game. 
An uncomfortable, over-
crowded waiting game, 
waiting for enough stu-
dents to partially fill a new 
school enough to provide 
the needed funding to run 
that school.

How does that af-
fect our school planning? 

Well, Apopka High School 
is currently 221 students 
over capacity. If we were 
to build a relief high school 
in Apopka tomorrow, we 
would not have enough stu-
dents attending that new 
school to provide the fund-
ing needed to run the high 
school.

This is why schools 
have to use portable class-
rooms to accommodate 
new growth until enough 
students are in a cer-
tain area to fund the op-
eration of a new school. 
This is precisely why re-
lief schools cannot be built 
ahead of growth.

As hard as it is to see, 
cities have to approve new 
growth, and those devel-
opments have to be built, 
houses sold, and fami-

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Student enrollment must be sufficient to justify its funding

Moore: Consider all road aspects

Hayden: We must abide by the laws

lies moved in before new 
schools can be built.

Again, this is state law, 
not an Orange County Pub-
lic Schools policy.

As we look at our cur-
rent enrollment in our 
schools in Apopka, Wekiva 
High School is consider-
ably under capacity – 673 
students under capacity.

I also think it is impor-
tant to point out that almost 
all of our other schools are 
under capacity as well in 
Apopka. Only Wolf Lake 
Middle School is over ca-
pacity, with about 100 more 
students than it should 

have. Kelly Park School 
still has room for more than 
200 students.

Almost all of our el-
ementary schools still have 
room for new students, as 
well.

While there is a lot 
of development being 
planned, the school district 
monitors every approved 
development and keeps 
track of those develop-
ments and the effect it will 
have on the nearby school 
enrollment. 

That is how the 10-
year building plan is devel-
oped, and that is why there 

are four new schools for the 
Apopka area on the current 
plan. That includes two el-
ementary schools, one high 
school, and one middle 
school.

We are ready, and that 
is what I want to ensure the 
public. When these devel-
opments actually get built 
and families move into our 
area, new schools will be 
built to accommodate those 
students. 

If you have ques-
tions about school capac-
ity, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me at melissa.
byrd@ocps.net

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 

www.theapopkachief.com/public-notices 
or

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com

EVERYBODY HAS AN OPINION. 
WHY NOT SHARE YOURS?

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Equipment of the past

On Friday, January 17, Orange Lodge No.36 F&AM donated historic agricultural 
items to the Museum of the Apopkans. These items have been with the Lodge 
since the late 1800s. The Brothers of the Lodge voted to donate them for 
future generations to enjoy. Pictured top left is a mid-1800s oxen yoke, bottom 
left is a late-1800s cattle yoke, top right is an early 1900s barley rake, and 
bottom right are mid-1800s wooden stirrups.

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Lions Club
will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

Well, once again, we 
have a new president. I 
don’t need to tell you that 
the former and the latter 
couldn’t be more different 
… in personalities, and 
ideologies, to mention just 
a couple of their differences, 
but, most of all, in reception 
by The People. Having won 
the popular vote and the 
electoral vote, as well, he, 
rightly so, believes he has 
been given a mandate by 
We, The People, who have 
grown weary of one-party 
rule. Weary, too, of weird 
philosophies that fly in the 
face of common sense, not 
to mention, the idea that 
there is a God, who is the 
Author and Creator of All 
That Has Been, Is Now, and 
Will Be Forever. 

Nevertheless, here are 
some “thoughts” from just 
one of our “Independent 
and Fair” media, The 
Washington Post, titled 
“some takeaways from 
Trump’s inaugural speech”: 
The speech … was a 
relatively subdued affair 
by Trump’s standards.  
But it carried many of the 
same dark themes of his 
2017 address, and Trump 
repeatedly built himself 
up as a singular figure in 
history – one even God had 
ordained. Trump decried 
the ‘radical and corrupt 
establishment’. He cast 
the government as unable 
to protect people from 
rampant crime and natural 
disasters. He said that the 
‘pillars of our society lay 
broken and seemingly in 
complete disrepair.’  And 
Trump didn’t just express 
optimism that we would 
confront these challenges; 
he pitched himself as the 
divinely chosen antidote. 
He claimed that his life 
was spared from an 
assassin’s bullet in Butler, 
Pennsylvania, last year 
because he ‘was saved by 

God to make America great 
again.’  

Whether one believes 
that President Trump has 
been “ordained by God”,  
or not, or whether he was 
‘saved by God to make 
America great again’, he 
was saved by something 
… if you want to believe 
it was pure coincidence 
and unconnected to any 
real thing or if you want to 
believe, or not, that he was 
saved by God for whatever 
reason, one thing I believe 
… that if I say I choose to 
believe it was God’s doing, a 
miraculous event, I already 
feel free to say what I think 
or believe, without the left 
taking away my right to my 
thoughts or beliefs. And, 
if you don’t get that, then 
I’m guessing you were on 
another planet while Covid 
rules (passed off as laws) 
were mandating vaccines, 
handcuffing people for taking 
their children to public parks, 
and while keeping certain 
businesses and churches 
closed, some never to 
open again, allowing bars 
and restaurants to stay 
open, with no six-foot 
distances enforced. Or even 
suggested.

So,  in  th is  new 
atmosphere we’re already 
exper iencing our past 
atmosphere in which we 
can: buy whatever car – 
gas or electric - we choose; 
whatever stove we choose 
to cook on, or to heat our 
homes; and raise our 
children in line with our 
personal beliefs, believing 
that God gave them to their 
parents, not the government. 

Personally, I’m thrilled 
at the prospect of getting 
back the kind of freedom 
that sets our country apart 
from others in the world: the 
freedom to think, believe, 
pray and make personal 
choices and decisions … 
The Freedoms that make 
me feel more secure, 
happy, and proud to be an 
American.

So, God Bless America, 
and our new President, 
Donald J. Trump.

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

January 24,
2025HERE’S TO

FREEDOM

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2025 Patti Bankson

Limited Time Offer
 & Save!

SHINGLE &
METAL ROOFING

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

See Why People Love Us

400 N. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-2777

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

www.theapopkachief.com

The Apopka Chief
The Voice of the Community since 1923

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Fri., Jan. 24, 2025 thru 
Sun., Jan. 26, 2025

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WICKED (REISSUE)
(PG) 12:30; 3:10; 6:20
DEN OF THIEVES 2: 
PANTERA(R) 12:40; 
3:30; 6:40
MOANA 2 (PG) 12:50; 
4:00; 6:30 
SONIC THE 
HEDGEHOG 3 (PG) 
1:00; 3:40; 6:50
ONE OF THEM 
DAYS(R) 1:10; 3:50; 
7:20
MUFASA: THE LION 
KING (PG) 1:20; 4:10; 
7:10
FLIGHT RISK (NR) 
1:30; 4:20; 7:00 
WOLF MAN(R) 1:40; 
4:30; 7:30Send Us

Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Photo courtesy of Patrick Tessier

Tell them  
you saw it in 

The Apopka Chief 

Phone and Internet 
Discounts Available to 
CenturyLink Customers
The Florida Public Service Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $34.00 per month 
and business services are $53.50 per 
month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone 
or qualifying broadband service more 
affordable to eligible low-income individuals 
and families. Eligible customers may 
qualify for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/
month for voice or bundled voice service 
or $9.25/month for qualifying broadband 
or broadband bundles. Residents who live 
on federally recognized Tribal Lands may 
qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal 
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount 
is available for only one telephone or 
qualifying broadband service per household, 
which can be either a wireline or wireless 
service. Broadband speeds must be at least 
25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload to 
qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual 
or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in 
these programs. Consumers who willfully 
make false statements to obtain these 
discounts can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from these 
programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/
lifeline.html for additional information about 
applying for these programs or call 1-800-
201-4099 with questions.

Pub date
012425
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With LeafFilter.
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YOUR FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-866-549-6518
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FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

OCT 2024

As we ring in the 
New Year, it’s time to 
toast to fresh begin-
nings, bold resolutions, 
and brighter futures. For 
residents across Lake 
Apopka Natural Gas 
District’s  (LANGD) 
service area, there’s 
one resolution that’s as 
practical as it is power-
ful: making the switch to 
safe, affordable, and re-
liable natural gas.

Natural gas isn’t just 
a choice for today—it’s 
a smart investment in 
your future. If your New 
Year’s goals include 
saving money, enhanc-
ing energy effi ciency or 
making sustainable life-
style changes, the Dis-
trict is here to help you 
achieve them with ease. 

Here are just a few 
ways natural gas can 
power your New Year’s 
resolutions:

Save Money With-
out Sacrificing Com-
fort

Direct-use natural 
gas is one of the most 
affordable energy sourc-
es available. In fact, ac-
cording to the Ameri-
can Gas Association, 
households with natural 
gas stand to save up to 
$1,100 annually com-
pared to those that are 
all-electric. Whether it’s 
heating your home dur-
ing chilly winter morn-
ings or cooking up de-
licious family dinners, 
natural gas delivers high 
performance at a frac-
tion of the cost. 

LANGD custom-

ers can also receive up 
to $650 in rebates by 
switching non-gas ap-
pliances to natural gas-
powered ones or old 
gas appliances with new 
ones. 

By switching, you 
can keep your finan-
cial resolutions on track 
while enjoying reliable 
comfort year-round.

Boost Efficiency 
and Reliability

One of the many 
benefi ts of natural gas is 
that it burns cleaner than 
other fossil fuels, pro-
ducing less emissions 
in the process. Accord-
ing to Natural Gas Intel-
ligence, natural gas re-
leases 45% less carbon 
dioxide than coal and 
30% less than oil. When 
you choose natural gas, 
you’re taking a step to-
ward a greener future 
for our community and 
the planet.

Efficiency isn’t just 
about saving energy; it’s 
about making life easier. 

Natural gas appliances 
also heat up faster and 
deliver consistent per-
formance—whether it’s 
your water heater, stove, 
or dryer. Natural gas 
provides a broad range 
of choices that can add 
value to your home and 
complete the look and 
feel of every room. 

Finally, unlike an 
all-electric model, nat-
ural gas is delivered 
underground right to 
your home, ensuring 
unmatched reliability. 
That’s why so many es-
sential services like hos-
pitals, nursing homes 
and fi re stations depend 
on natural gas, because 
when every second 
counts, losing power is 
simply not an option. 

Making the Switch
Ringing in the New 

Year with natural gas 
has never been easi-
er, thanks to recent en-
ergy choice ordinanc-
es passed in Winter 
Garden, Clermont, and 

Apopka. These forward-
thinking policies now en-
sure new developments 
include natural gas in-
frastructure, providing 
residents with seamless 
access to this efficient 
and cost-saving energy 
source while preventing 
the extra costs of adding 
natural gas infrastruc-
ture to their homes af-
ter construction. Learn 
more about how the Dis-
trict is continuing to help 
bring energy choice 
home in 2025 by visit-
ing www.LANGD.org/
Home/PressAndEvents.

Here’s to a happy 
New Year powered by 
safe, affordable, reliable 
natural gas. For more in-
formation on natural gas 
service for your home, 
business or vehicle, 
please contact the Dis-
trict’s marketing team 
at (407) 656-2734 x307, 
marketing@langd.org or 
visit www.langd.org. 

Advertisement

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District Ringing 
in the New Year with Reliable Natural Gas

If you are considering making the switch to using natural gas, please get in touch 
with the LANGD marketing team at (407) 656-2734 ext. 307 or marketing@
langd.org, or visit www.langd.org for more information on natural gas service 
for your home, business or vehicle.
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Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you 
and your family to join us

Sunday school @ 9:00am
Sunday morning service @ 10:15am

Evening service: 
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message 
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!
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2024 Escape Active 
with Tech Package

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

MSRP of $31,985. Valid on the 2024 Escape Active Trim (package 4). Ford Courtesy 
Transportation Program (former service loaner). Off er includes manufacture rebates and 
dealer discount. Off er only valid on 2024 Escape Active Trim (package 4) with the tech 
package. See salesperson for qualifi cations and complete details. Off er ends 2/3/2025.

2024s GOT 
TO GO!

Up Front® Price:

$25,000
Navigation • Adaptive Cruise Control • Rear Parking Sensors
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Help Wanted call for details
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No funeral service 
is one-size-fi ts-all; de-
cisions on whether to 
be buried or cremated 
are infl uenced by vari-
ous personal, religious, 
financial, and cultural 
factors. A funeral is a fi -
nal act of love, so why 
not ensure it reflects 
your wishes when it 
comes to your inter-
ment? If you’re won-
dering whether you 
can be cremated and 
still have a traditional 
funeral service, the an-
swer is yes!

Over the years, 
cremation has become 
an increasingly popular 
choice, but it doesn’t 
mean families must for-
go the rituals and tra-
ditions associated with 
a funeral service. Tra-
ditional funeral servic-
es provide a sense of 
closure and an oppor-
tunity for loved ones 
to gather and honor 
the deceased. Cre-
mation can be seam-
lessly integrated into 
such services. For in-
stance, the loved one’s 
urn can be surrounded 
by fl owers or meaning-
ful items as the focal 
point of the ceremony, 
replacing the casket. 
This arrangement mir-
rors the traditional set-
up and allows families 
to include all the famil-
iar elements of a funer-
al service.

Another example of 
combining elements is 
holding the service be-
fore cremation, using 
a ceremonial casket. 
Most funeral homes of-
fer ceremonial caskets, 
which are a cost-effec-
tive alternative to pur-
chasing one. This op-
tion ensures the ser-
vice retains the visual 
and symbolic elements 
of a traditional funeral. 
After the service, the 
deceased can be cre-
mated as intended, al-
lowing families to ex-

perience the full cer-
emonial aspect while 
accommodating their 
choice of cremation.

After the crema-
tion, unless specified 
by the deceased, fam-
ilies have several op-
tions for memorializing 
their loved one. Some 
choose to place the 
ashes in a columbari-
um or niche, providing 
a designated space for 
refl ection and remem-
brance. Others opt to 
scatter the ashes in a 
meaningful location or 
keep the urn at home.

Incorporating tradi-
tional service elements 
such as musicians, eu-
logies, and meaning-
ful objects into an end-
of-life celebration of-
fers families flexibility 
while maintaining the 
respectful and honor-
able essence of a fu-
neral. This combina-
tion allows for closure 
through rituals while 
embracing the sim-
plicity and adaptabil-
ity that cremation of-
fers. Ultimately, how 
you choose to be in-
terred is a deeply per-
sonal decision. Com-
bining elements of both 
traditional services and 
cremation respects the 
wishes of the deceased 
while providing families 
with the opportunity to 
celebrate their loved 
one’s life in a meaning-
ful way.

Highland Funeral 
Home Highland Mem-
ory Gardens is located 
at 3329 East Semoran 
Blvd, Apopka, Florida. 
Contact them at 407-
869-1188 or visit high-
landfh.com

Advertisement

A ceremonial urn can be used as the central element 
in a funeral service that incorporates both cremation 
and traditional elements.

Highland Funeral Home, Highland 
Memory Gardens offers Traditional 
Funeral Services with Cremains

Our Garden of Refl ection features a columbarium, 
a peaceful space for families and friends to visit and 
memorialize their loved ones’ cremated remains.

Our Tranquility Niches offer beautiful, lasting 
spaces for generations to cherish the memory of their 
loved ones.

Apostle benches offer a timeless space for quiet 
refl ection and remembrance of your cherished loved 
ones, providing an alternative to placement in a 
columbarium or niche.
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Coverage for cleanings, 
fi llings, crowns — even 
dentures! Get dental 
insurance from 
Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 

It’s easy! Call today

1-855-703-1143
Dental50Plus.com/Apopka

Get your FREE Information Kit

DENTAL
Insurance
Great coverage for retirees.

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. 
This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); 
Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
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By Bob Coury 
Special to the Chief

Apopka bids farewell to one 
of its most cherished residents, 
Ellen Marie Kjeldgaard Mattox-
Meisel, who passed away peace-
fully on January 11, 2025, at the 
remarkable age of 100. Ellen’s 

life was a testament to faith, fam-
ily, and an enduring commitment 
to her community, leaving a leg-
acy that will resonate for genera-
tions.

Born on July 17, 1924, on a 
farm in Defiance, Iowa, Ellen’s 
Danish roots shaped her resil-
ient and spirited personality. Af-

ter earning her nursing degree 
from Immanuel Nursing School 
in Omaha, Neb., she boarded a 
train to Central Florida, mark-
ing the start of a lifetime of ser-
vice and adventure. Her nursing 
career began in Orlando, where 
her care and compassion touched 
many lives.

Ellen married T.L. “Bucky” 
Mattox in 1947, and the couple’s 
journey led them to several Flori-
da cities before they planted roots 
in Apopka in 1969. Bucky was 
tasked with opening the Commer-
cial Bank of Apopka where he 
served as president while it grew 
to be one of the most prominent 

banks in the area. Those years 
were filled with dedication to her 
family and community. Whether 
helping with school activities, at-
tending church events, or cheer-
ing on her children in their school 
and sports activities, Ellen was al-

Ellen Mattox-Meisel: Celebrating a century of love and service

See MEISEL Page 12A

Hope       CommUnity
Center held the grand open-
ing of its community food 
pantry, a new resource 
to support local families 
in need. The pantry will 
serve as an emergency food 
source for those facing food 
insecurity. 

The celebration took 
place, past press time, on 

Thursday, January 16, at 
the nonprofit’s south cam-
pus on South Hawthorne 
Avenue.

The community food 
pantry is a partnership be-
tween Second Harvest 
Food    Bank     and    Hope 
.CommUnity Center.

“Guided by our slogan 
‘Filled with Hope,’ we 

Hope CommUnity Center opens food pantry

which opened on Decem-
ber 16, 2024. The deadline 
to apply is Friday, Febru-
ary 18.

This scholarship is 
a collaborative effort be-
tween Farah & Farah, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Asso-
ciation of Florida, and the 
Florida Prepaid College 
Foundation. 

To qualify, students 

must be currently enrolled 
in a public or charter high 
school in Florida, demon-
strate a strong commitment 
to their communities and 
academics, and meet ad-
ditional eligibility criteria. 
Scholarship recipients will 
be announced in May.

For more information, 
visit farahandfarah.com/
scholarship or email schol-
arships@farahandfarah.
com.

Farah: Deadline to 
apply is Feb. 18
Continued from page 3A

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 1]/31/25.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 1/31/25.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 1/31/25.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Are you starting a new 
business in Orange County?

If so, your Fictitious Name can be published in The Apopka Chief 
for only $25. Your Fictitious Name must be advertised one time before 

your make an application with the Florida Department of Revenue.
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777 

for information or a copy of the form.
The deadline is Tuesday at 5PM for Friday’s publication. 

A copy of an affidavit with a clipping from the paper will be sent 
to the applicant after publication.

BUY Something! SELL Something!
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something! 

Classified Section of
The Apopka Chief 

& The Planter

Classification: #

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper. 
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 

32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,  Apopka 
32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________Email: ______________________

As always, a good deal can be 
yours when you use the

Place your Ad Today!
VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com

Or EMAIL us at 
classifieds@theapopkachief.com

Or CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121.

(15)
15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay, 
or $11.50 when billed. You can run your ad 

4 weeks for the price of 3. 
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

want to ensure that every 
individual has access to 
food in a welcoming and 
supportive environment. 
This initiative represents a 
significant step forward in 
our mission to strengthen 
our community through 
compassion and care,” said 
a Hope CommUnity Center 
press statement announcing 
the grand opening. 

The pantry will operate 
on Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. at 1016 N. Park 
Ave., Apopka, and Thurs-
days from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at 800 S. Hawthorne 
Ave. Apopka, offering non-
perishable goods, and oth-
er essentials to families in 
need. 

For more informa-
tion about how to support 
the community food pan-
try, contact Olivia Flores at 
Oflores@hcc-offm.org.

Everybody has 
an opinion.

Why not share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712 

For info: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Send, bring or email your signed letters of 
approximately 250 words to the Editor, 

Submit your letter online at
www.theapopkachief.com

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief



no driver’s license causing death, 
and running the stop sign. 

According to the FHP report, 
the Chevy Suburban was travel-
ing northbound on Cloud Avenue 
approaching West Tahoe Street. 
The bicyclist was traveling east-
bound on West Tahoe Street ap-
proaching Cloud Avenue. 

The FHP report states that, 
according to a witness, the Chevy 
Suburban did not stop at the post-
ed stop sign and struck the bicyl-
ist. The driver was not injured 
and stayed on scene. The bicy-
clist was transported to Adven-
tHealth Apopka, where he was 
pronounced deceased. 

The crash remains under in-
vestigation.

Emiliano “Alex” Garcia memo-
rial fund

The OCPS Foundation for 
Orange County Public Schools 
began a memorial fund for Emil-

iano “Alex” Garcia, who was a 
kindergarten student at Lovell 
Elementary School. The fund is 
to support his family with funer-
al arrangements, transporting his 
remains back to Guatemala, and 
with personal needs. 

“He enjoyed going to school 
to see his teacher and playing 
with his friends. Emiliano loved 
his mother and couldn’t wait to 
share all he learned at school with 
her,” the memorial fund website 
states. 

According to website de-
tails, Emiliano’s mother suffered 
the loss of her one-year-old child 
three months before Emiliano’s 
death. 

Visit online at shorturl.at/
Ri7Gm to donate.  

Did gated access delay 
response to scene?

Residents said that if the 
community’s two entryways from 
Rock Springs Road had been left 
open – one of which had direct 

access to the crash scene – then 
first responders would have been 
able to save Emiliano. 

Emiliano died on the scene, 
according to Yadira Romano, an 
eight-year resident of the commu-
nity. 

The mobile home park has 
three entrances directly off Rock 
Springs Road: Tanglewood Drive 
next to the Citgo gas station, 
East Seaflower Street, and Tahoe 
Street. Along with Tahoe Street, 
East Seaflower Street is also gat-
ed. 

A fourth entrance from Rock 
Springs Road leads into the park-
ing lot for the community’s sales 
office, but steel poles are set up so 
vehicles can’t drive onto the grass 
field outside the office building. 

Romano said she didn’t 
know Emiliano, but knew he was 
visiting the community, perhaps 
family. Arriola is her friend’s un-
cle, but Romano didn’t know Ar-
riola personally, she said. 

“The mom went to go down 

the street and he (Emiliano) was 
playing with some little kids 
in the corner,” Romano said. 
“One of our neighbors, he usu-
ally drinks a lot and he was go-
ing down the street here on Virgil 
Street and Tahoe Street. Once he 
hit the stop sign, he didn’t stop. 
He just kept going.”

Romano set up a memorial 
for Emiliano outside her house, 
which is at the corner of Virgil 
and Cloud Avenue. Sixty people 
attended a vigil on Sunday, Jan-
uary 19. That evening, people 
brought stuffed animals, toy ve-
hicles, flowers and candles to the 
site, and the memorial grew since 
then.  

Like Romano, David Kel-
ley, a 24-year Rock Springs Mo-
bile Home Park resident, blames 
Emiliano’s death on the closed 
access  points because the emer-
gency vehicles had to take a U-
turn into the community. 

Kelley said a Lakeshore 
Management regional represen-

tative told him that fire and po-
lice gave the company the okay to 
close the access points. Yet home-
owners don’t believe that story. 

“One thing that they (Lake-
shore) do throw up all the away 
around is it’s private property,” 
Kelley said. “That’s the clause 
we’ve been trying to take away 
from them.”

A homeowners association 
meeting was set for Thursday, 
January 23, to discuss reopening 
the two access points. 

Carlos Yanes, mobile home 
park manager, said he is “not at 
liberty” to comment because of 
the ongoing investigation. How-
ever, Yanes said that police and 
fire did informe Lakeshore to 
close the Tahoe and East Seaflow-
er street access.  

The mobile home park lies 
within Orange County’s jurisdic-
tion. Orange County Fire Rescue 
did not return a phone call with a 
comment as of press time.
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dale Wekiwa Springs in 
Apopka. … Dr. Nicholas 
Grounds has been tapped 
to be the new executive di-
rector of the 111-year-old 
Apopka Area Chamber of 
Commerce, the Chamber 
announced this week. … 
The Apopka City Coun-
cil approved 5-0 the first 
reading of an ordinance, 
which would require future 
subdivisions and resubdi-
vided areas be developed 
with natural gas infrastruc-
ture and related improve-
ments. … Orange County 
Library System has tempo-
rarily closed its North Or-
ange Branch Library due to 
the building’s high humidi-
ty and water intrusion that’s 
causing a musty smell at 
the branch. 

August
The city is preparing 

to launch a new econom-
ic development database 
this month, one that will 
display available commer-
cial and industrial sites and 
buildings for sale or lease. 
… Hundreds of attendees 
showed up at the annual 
Political Hob Nob, where 
they met up to 25 candi-
dates who are running in 
the upcoming primary elec-
tion on Tuesday, August 20. 
… Former City Commis-
sioner Kyle Becker refuted 
allegations that Mayor Bry-
an Nelson previously made 
about the former Apopka 
official arranging a quid pro 
quo with a city employee 
regarding the mayor’s cen-
sure. … The Apopka com-
munity has elected its 2025 
Apopka Dog Mayor. … 
On Friday, July 26, United 
States Attorney Roger B. 
Handberg announced that 
Yessen Vasquez Tolentino, 
37, of Apopka has plead-
ed guilty to one count of 
smuggling goods from the 
United States. 

The Wednesday, Au-
gust 7, City Council meet-
ing livestream ended with-
out having public comment, 
after city officials had dis-
cussion about whether pub-
lic comment should take 

place at the beginning of 
the meeting. … Early vot-
ing for the August 20th Pri-
mary election in Orange 
County began on August 5 
and will last through Au-
gust 18 daily from 9 a.m.-7 
p.m. … Last week, the city 
of Apopka carried out the 
Bike/Walk Central Flori-
da’s Operation Best Foot 
Forward: Back to School 
pedestrian safety program, 
which brings awareness 
and education to drivers to 
keep the youngest pedestri-
ans safe as they walk to and 
from school. … The Apop-
ka Police Department add-
ed a new officer to its po-
lice force on Monday, Au-
gust 5, at Apopka City Hall.

Orange County Pub-
lic Schools administrators, 
school board members, and 
local law enforcement gave 
the community a preview 
of the upcoming 2024-25 
school year and what the 
district is doing to make 
returning to school a suc-
cess. … Students returned 
to Orange County Pub-
lic Schools on Monday, 
August 12, after summer 
break, including at Apopka 
Memorial Middle School 
on Park Avenue in Apop-
ka. … Country artists Saw-
yer Brown and John An-
derson are returning to the 
Apopka Amphitheater for 
the highly anticipated 2024 
Apopka Proud concert. … 
The Orange County Sher-
iff’s Office and fire depart-
ments will be at National 
Night Out, which will take 
place on Tuesday, October 
1, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the 
recreation hall of Clarco-
na Resort, 3000 Clarcona 
Road, Apopka. … The city 
of Apopka is searching for 
a fresh redesign of its flag 
in a competition, which be-
gan on Thursday, August 8 
and will run until Friday, 
September 6. … Wood-
menLife Apopka Chapter 
825 Volunteer Members 
stuffed backpacks at their 
local Chapter Hall with 
foodstuffs and school sup-
plies to donate to Apopka 
Memorial Middle School to 
give some students a head 
start on the new school 

year.
Protestors gathered 

near Apopka City Hall as 
part of public backlash to 
the livestream cutoff for 
public comment held at 
the end of the August 7 
City Council meeting. … 
The August 20 primary 
election was held in 259 
precincts across Orange 
County, including the one 
at the Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason 
Dwelley Parkway in Apop-
ka. There were 811,612 reg-
istered voters, 137,918 bal-
lots cast, and a 16.99 per-
cent voter turnout, accord-
ing to the Orange County 
Supervisor of Elections. … 
In an effort to protect the 
safety of these most vulner-
able road users, the Apop-
ka Police Department is 
conducting High Visibility 
Enforcement Details from 
Tuesday, August 20, un-
til the middle of May 2025 
along U.S. 441 and East 
S.R. 436 (Semoran Boule-
vard) in Apopka. … Broad-
band internet access is now 
available to residents in the 
Bithlo/Christmas area and 
in South Apopka, Orange 
County officials announced 
on Friday, August 9, at the 
Orange County Adminis-
tration Building in Orlan-
do.

Wolf Lake Elementary 
School unveiled an educa-
tional amenity that makes 
the school unique in Orange 
County Public Schools: a 
walk-through village com-
plete with buildings such 
as police and fire depart-
ments, a city hall, and even 
Publix and McDonald’s. … 
Following the last two City 
Council meetings in which 
their YouTube livestreams 
were cut at the start of pub-
lic comment scheduled at 
the meeting’s end, May-
or Bryan Nelson said that 
section will stay scheduled 
where it is. … The Flor-
ida Department of Law 
Enforcement arrested Isai 
Arias, 23, of Apopka, on 
two felony charges of so-
licitation of a minor and 
transmission of harmful 
material. … On Wednes-
day, August 21, the Com-

munity Redevelopment 
Agency Board voted unani-
mously on two resolutions 
regarding the approval of 
the CRA’s fiscal year 2025 
budget of about $4.5 mil-
lion. … Zellwood Elemen-
tary and Kelly Park schools 
are recognized as Apple 
Distinguished Schools for 
the three-year program 
term of 2024-2027, Orange 
County Public Schools an-
nounced on Wednesday, 
August 28. … Wyld Oaks 
debuted two designs for its 
BARK dog park at ICSC@
Florida and kicked off pub-
lic voting on Sunday, Au-
gust 25, to help determine 
which design will become 
America’s Top Dog Park. 

September
The Apopka Police 

Department is seeking do-
nated bicycles for distri-
bution to students who 
need transportation to and 
from school as an alterna-
tive to bus rides or walk-
ing long distances in pos-
sibly harsh weather. … Af-
ter listening to residents 
asking for a reconsidera-
tion in increasing the water 
and reclaimed water rates, 
the Apopka City Council 
tabled the first hearing of 
the tentative millage rate 
of 4.6876 and the tentative 
fiscal year 2025 city bud-
get and its adjustments un-
til later this month. … On 
Wednesday, August 21, the 
Apopka City Council unan-
imously passed Ordinance 
No. 3070, better known as 
the “Energy Choice Ordi-
nance,” mandating the in-
stallation of natural gas 
infrastructure in future 
real estate developments. 
… Only nine months af-
ter breaking ground at the 
Apopka City Center, Mill-
er’s Ale House will open 
its first Apopka location, 
which will add 115 new 
jobs to the local econo-
my. … The GFWC Apop-
ka Woman’s Club present-
ed Stella Swanberg her 50-
year pin of membership in 
the club. 

The community hon-
ored and remembered the 
victims who died in the ter-

rorist attacks on Septem-
ber 11, 2001. … On Satur-
day, September 19, at 9:30 
a.m., South McGee Street 
at Main Street in Apopka 
will be dedicated to for-
mer Orange County Sher-
iff, Capt. Jonathan Clay 
Stewart, southside, and 
his brother Pvt. Philemon 
Bryan Stewart, northside, 
both of whom died in ser-
vice to their country. … 
Miller’s Ale House at the 
Apopka City Center had 
its grand opening on Mon-
day, September 9, at 505 
E. Main St., Apopka. … 
The St. Johns River Water 
Management District an-
nounced the temporary clo-
sure of the Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive beginning 
Friday, September 6 until 
Sunday, September 8 due 
to localized flooding. 

After years of strug-
gling with what to do with 
it, 5th Hole Investments 
LLC put the former golf 
course at Errol Estate on 
the market for $7.5 million. 
… On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18, the Apopka City 
Council approved and rat-
ified a collective bargain-
ing agreement between the 
city and the Apopka fire-
fighters union. … The pub-
lic called out the DeSantis 
administration for its “der-
eliction of duty” from pro-
tecting the state’s springs. 
On Thursday, September 
12, people gathered out-
side the St. Johns River 
Water Management Dis-
trict Apopka Service Cen-
ter, on South Binion Road 
in Apopka. … Liz Fel-
ter was awarded the 2024 
Gene A. Batson Award on 
Tuesday, September 10, at 
Highland Manor in Apop-
ka at the Florida Nursery, 
Growers, and Landscape 
Association (FNGLA) Ac-
tion Chapter Action Chap-
ter’s 29th Gene A. Bat-
son Award luncheon. … In 
honor of September as Chi-
ari Malformation Aware-
ness Month, an event took 
place at Apopka City Hall 
on Friday, September 13, 
when the building was lit 
purple. 

The Apopka City 

Council adopted, 5-0, the 
millage rate of 4.6876 for 
fiscal year 2025 (2024-
2025), but voted 3-1 on 
the total FY 2025 budget 
of $201,720,799, in two 
separate resolutions at the 
Council’s final budget hear-
ing on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25. … On Friday, 
September 13, the Apopka 
Fire Department celebrated 
the graduation of its new-
est probationary firefight-
ers at the Apopka Commu-
nity Center. … A moratori-
um for temporarily halting 
development in Apopka so 
the city can assess impact 
fees is being considered for 
the Wednesday, October 2, 
City Council agenda. … 
In celebration of Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, the city 
of Apopka hosted a recep-
tion for the artwork of Al-
berto Gómez-Gómez, now 
on display in the Apopka 
City Hall atrium through 
October 15. … Apopka 
Mayor Bryan Nelson and 
State Representative Doug 
Bankson will host a forum 
for local homeowner as-
sociations to learn more 
about how recent legisla-
tive changes are impact-
ing HOAs. … The Orange 
County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners voted 
unanimously on Tuesday, 
September 10, to award de-
velopers nearly $21 mil-
lion in funding, enabling 
the construction of five af-
fordable housing commu-
nities in Orange County to-
taling 573 units, including 
one development for Apop-
ka. … This month, the city 
installed wayfinding sig-
nage around downtown 
Apopka (such as across the 
street from City Hall on 
Main Street/U.S. Highway 
441 and at Kit Land Nel-
son Park on Park Avenue) 
as part of the city’s efforts 
to revitalize this area.

Continued from page 1A

Review: Controversy erupts over public comment at meetings

Center Overlay District as 
a master planned network 
of parks, plazas, squares, 
greenspaces, pedestrian 
and bicycle pathways, out-
door recreation facilities, 
wetlands, woodlands, na-
tive plant community con-
servation areas and pre-
serves, pet recreation facil-
ities, and stormwater facil-
ities that are enhanced as 
visual amenities.

The Town Center 
Overlay District is con-
sistent with and advanc-

es the Wekiva Parkway In-
terchange Vision Plan, the 
Wekiva Parkway Inter-
change Land Use Plan, and 
the Wekiva Parkway Inter-
change Goal, Objectives, 
and Policies contained in 
the Future Land Use El-
ement. The Town Center 
Overlay District ensures 
development will occur in 
a predictable, yet flexible 
manner consistent with the 
intent of the Wekiva Park-
way Interchange Vision 
Plan, the community vision, 
and the City’s economic de-
velopment goals. This will 

enable more creative mas-
ter planning and urban de-
sign that will provide a bal-
anced land use scenario 
accommodating a broader 
mixture of land uses that 
reflect the desired charac-
ter of the community, pro-
mote realistic housing-job 
balance, offer varied hous-
ing opportunities, protect 
environmentally sensitive 
lands, incorporate a larg-
er network of parks/open 
space, and use traditional 
community building prac-
tices. This District will pro-
vide a balanced land use 

scenario that can accom-
modate economic and resi-
dential growth” located in 
the City’s “primary target-
ed area for greenfield de-
velopment within the Weki-
va Study Area”.

In order to encourage 
innovative land use tech-
niques, creative urban de-
sign, environmental pro-
tection and the use of sus-
tainable development prin-
ciples and practices, this 
new Overlay district meets 
the spirit and intent of the 
MU-KPI, the Comprehen-
sive Plan and the Wekiva 

Parkway Vision Plan.
Wyld Oaks will feature 

several amenities including 
up to 200,000 square feet of 
retail and outparcels, two 
hotels, 3,000 to 4,000 mul-
tifamily and condominium 
residences, expansive out-
door entertainment venue, 
up to 200,000 square feet of 
office space, a 10-acre park 
and preserve called Yonder, 
and a section named Wyld 
Green that will include a 
multi-use trail network.

At the time of the 
groundbreaking, the 2024 
demand for Wyld Oaks re-

tail was estimated to be 
nearly $1.1 billion, while 
supply was only $700 mil-
lion, leaving a gap of about 
$400 million, according to 
a Wyld Oaks press release.

Wyld Oaks is intended 
to boost economic develop-
ment, relieve the regional 
affordable housing crisis, 
and bring more vibrancy to 
the Orlando area, accord-
ing to several speakers at 
the January 2024 ground-
breaking.     

The joint workshop 
was livestreamed on the 
city ’s YouTube channel.

City: Wyld Oaks to feature amenities such as retail and parks
Continued from page 1A

DUI: Residents blame gated access for delayed response to scene
Continued from page 1A
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The 16th annual MLK Parade filled the streets of Apopka

Orange County Sheriff John Mina waves to the crowd 
with a bag of goodies in one hand. 

The Farmworker Association of Florida, who has an office on Apopka Boulevard in Apopka, displays its float in 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Parade, organized by the South Apopka Ministerial Alliance. 

Orange County Sheriff ’s Office motorcycle cops ride in circles. 

Believe Dance Academy put on a show for the parade watchers and judges. 

An LED billboard truck displays a quote by Martin Luther King Jr.:  “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

Drumlines of America 

40-Plus Double Dutch is this year’s winner for Best Performance -- Group. 

Maynard Evans High School Band is this year’s winner of Best Performance -- 
Band. 

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church members dance at the MLK honorary 
program after the parade at the John H. Bridges Community Center. 

In celebrating the life and 
legacy of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., we learn from his 
example that one person 
has the potential to inspire 
a world of change. Let 
this day be an inspiration 
to do something in our 
community that helps 
others.
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JIMMY ATTLEE WADE, 76, of Apopka, passed away on January 
16, 2025. Mr. Wade was born on August 13, 1948 in Orlando, to the late 
Attley and Georgia Wade. He is survived by: children, Jimmy (Stepha-
nie) Attlee Wade II, and Cheryl (Bill) Lynn Kirkland.

...
LOUIS “LOU” WAYNE FOLBER, 73, passed away on January 20, 

2025, in Apopka. Louis was born on September 23, 1951, in Queens, 
NY. He is survived by: wife, Stacey; children, Kelli, Joel, Janice, Caralyn; 
brother, William Folber; sisters in law, Joanne, Sandee, Shari, Suzanne; 
brother in law, Chris; eight grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

...
IDA LEE HENDRIX, 81, of Tavares, passed away on January 18, 

2025. Mrs. Hendrix was born on March 13, 1943 in Island Grove, to 
the late Olaf and Amour Harper. She is preceded in death by: children, 
Amy Uptagrafft, June Owen, and Matthew Hendrix; sister, Lois Browder. 
She is survived by: sister, Judy Le Duc; four grandchildren; seven great 
grandchildren.

...
ELLEN MARIE KJELDGAARD MATTOX-MEISEL, 100, passed 

away on January 11, 2025. Born in Defiance, Iowa, on July 17, 1924, to 
Peter Kjeldgaard and Viola Falk. She is survived by: children, L. Scott 
Mattox (Ginny), Christine Mattox, Kathleen Coury (Bob), Susan God-
dard; 10 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren.

...
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     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199
 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
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Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041
 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898

Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380
Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322
Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 

 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26
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 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

What is the shortest 
verse in the Bible?

(See message above.)

It is possible to read the 
Gospels carefully and 
still be at a loss about 

what Jesus was really like.
While the Gospels 

give us the outline of his 
life, where he was born and 
some details about his 
mission, his preaching, and 
his death and resurrection, 
very little is actually said 
about his character and 
personality, or even his 
appearance. 

We are largely left to 
fill these important details 
in ourselves, which
we inevitably do, but it is 
interesting how easy it is to 
come to radically different 
portraits of Jesus. And 
perhaps this shouldn’t 
surprise us, as even in Jesus’ 
time this was apparently the 
case, as his disciples believed 
he was at the very least a 
prophet, or perhaps even 

the messiah, while 
important and powerful 
men among the Jewish 
leadership thought he was a 
dangerous and false prophet 
who was leading the people 
astray. In modern times, 
p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d 
theologians have continued 
to try to “paint” a portrait of 
Jesus, with radically 
different pictures emerging. 

Comparing the Jesus 
of Albert Schweitzer with 
that of Friedrich Nietzsche, 
for instance, might lead you 
to wonder if Schweitzer and 
Nietzsche were even 
reading the same Gospels. 
But perhaps there is divine 
wisdom in this, insofar as 
we are all able to make Jesus 
our own, seeing in Him the 
particular Lord and Savior 
that each of us needs. 
–Christopher Simon

01/24/25

Who is Jesus?

“But what about 
you?” he [ Jesus] 
asked. “Who do you 
say I am?” 
Matthew 16:15 NIV

Who is Jesus?

(See message above.)

It is possible to read the 
Gospels carefully and 
still be at a loss about 

what Jesus was really like.
While the Gospels 

give us the outline of his 
life, where he was born and 
some details about his 
mission, his preaching, and 
his death and resurrection, 
very little is actually said 
about his character and 
personality, or even his 
appearance. 

We are largely left to 
fill these important details 
in ourselves, which
we inevitably do, but it is 
interesting how easy it is to 
come to radically different 
portraits of Jesus. And 
perhaps this shouldn’t 
surprise us, as even in Jesus’ 
time this was apparently the 
case, as his disciples believed 
he was at the very least a 
prophet, or perhaps even 

the messiah, while 
important and powerful 
men among the Jewish 
leadership thought he was a 
dangerous and false prophet 
who was leading the people 
astray. In modern times, 
p h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d 
theologians have continued 
to try to “paint” a portrait of 
Jesus, with radically 
different pictures emerging. 

Comparing the Jesus 
of Albert Schweitzer with 
that of Friedrich Nietzsche, 
for instance, might lead you 
to wonder if Schweitzer and 
Nietzsche were even 
reading the same Gospels. 
But perhaps there is divine 
wisdom in this, insofar as 
we are all able to make Jesus 
our own, seeing in Him the 
particular Lord and Savior 
that each of us needs. 
–Christopher Simon

01/24/25

Who is Jesus?

“But what about 
you?” he [ Jesus] 
asked. “Who do you 
say I am?” 
Matthew 16:15 NIV

Who is Jesus?

Ida Lee Hendrix, 81, of 
Tavares, Florida passed away 
on January 18, 2025. Mrs.  
was born on March 13, 1943 
in Island Grove, Florida to the 
late Olaf and Amour Harper. 
She is preceded in death by her 
children Amy Uptagrafft, June 
Owen and Matthew Hendrix; as 
well as her sister Lois Browder. 

She is survived by her sister Judy Le Duc of 
Tavares, Florida; as well as 4 grandchildren and 7 great 
grandchildren. She will be missed by her many loved ones 
and friends.

Ida Lee Hendrix

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief & The Planter at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms: www.theapopkachief.com
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Call 407-886-2777

   Honor 
Your 

Loved 
Ones

ways there for support and 
involvement.

Her connection to The 
Church of the Holy Spirit in 
Apopka was profound. For 
43 years, Ellen was a faith-
ful parishioner whose faith 
guided her every step. She 
was an active participant in 
church life and found sol-
ace and purpose within her 
spiritual community.

In addition to her 

church activities, Ellen was 
a devoted supporter of the 
local Apopka VFW Post 
#10147, where she honored 
the legacy of her two hus-
bands, both proud veter-
ans. After Bucky’s passing 
in 1983, Ellen found love 
again with William Ray 
Meisel. Their marriage in 
1997 brought her 16 more 
joyful years until his pass-
ing in 2013.

Ellen’s contributions 
to Apopka extended be-

yond her affiliations. She 
was known for her warm 
hospitality, delicious home-
made meals, and signature 
chocolate chip cookies, 
which were always ready 
for anyone who stopped by. 
Her kitchen was a hub of 
love and laughter, embody-
ing her generosity and nur-
turing spirit.

Despite her deep ties to 
Apopka, Ellen was a glob-
al citizen. She traveled ex-
tensively, visiting all sev-

en continents and enrich-
ing her life with experienc-
es that she shared with her 
family and friends. Her pas-
sion for basketball and Flor-
ida State University foot-
ball showcased her love for 
sports, a passion that began 
while playing basketball 
in high school and contin-
ued throughout her life.

Ellen’s centennial 
milestone in 2024 was a 
celebration of a life filled 
with love and purpose. She 
is survived by her four chil-
dren, ten grandchildren, and 
fourteen great-grandchil-
dren, all of whom were in-
spired by her strength and 
kindness.

Funeral services will 
be held at The Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit in 
Apopka on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2025, at 1 p.m. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations to The 
Episcopal Church of the 
Holy Spirit or the Apopka 
VFW Post #10147 in El-
len’s honor.

Ellen Mattox-Meisel’s 
life was a shining example 
of what it means to serve 
others with grace and love. 
Apopka has lost a beloved 
member of its community, 
but her spirit will continue 
to inspire all who were for-
tunate enough to know her.

Continued from page 8A

Meisel: She was known for her hospitality 
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Crossword 
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found

on page
2B of this 
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Solutions can be found on page 12A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151
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Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Every Monday: Darts 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Wednesday:  Music Bingo. 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT More than Venus 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with Andrea as ADELE 7pm 
Sunday: Come & Enjoy! Afternoon Sports.
               Specials on craft & pitchers of beer.  

Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95

SPECIAL Entertainer:  January 25
Adele Impersonation by local star Andrea 7 pm.

Reservations suggested!

SPECIAL Entertainer:  January 25
Adele Impersonation by local star Andrea 7 pm.

Reservations suggestions!
Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95

Every Monday: Darts 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT More than Venus 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with Andrea as ADELE 7pm 
Sunday: Come & Enjoy! Afternoon Sports.
               Specials on craft & pitchers of beer. 

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 1/31/25
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

COME 
SEE US 
AT OUR

NEW 
LOCATION!

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Ellen Marie Kjeldgaard Mattox-Meisel passed 
away peacefully on January 11, 2025, at the remark-
able age of 100. She was surrounded by love and grati-
tude for a life well-lived.

Born on a farm in Defi ance, Iowa, on July 17, 
1924, to Peter Kjeldgaard and Viola Falk, Ellen cher-
ished her Danish heritage, which she credited for her 
longevity. Quoting her sister Dixie, “We are Danes….
Danes are strong”.  After graduating with a nursing 
degree from Immanuel Nursing School in Omaha, 
Nebraska, she embarked on an adventure that would 
defi ne her life. She rode a train from Nebraska to Cen-
tral Florida and began her nursing career in Orlando, 
eventually leaving an indelible mark on the communi-
ties she served.

Ellen married T.L. “Bucky” Mattox in 1947, shar-
ing a loving marriage until his passing in 1983. Dur-
ing those 36 years they made their home together in 
Orlando, Winter Park and Jacksonville before moving 
to Apopka in 1967. It was that time with Bucky that she 
was most busy with their church, children’s schooling, 
sports activities, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Ellen 
found love again with William Ray Meisel, whom she 
married in 1997 and shared 16 joyful years until his 
passing in 2013. Both Bucky and Bill were proud vet-
erans, and Ellen devoted much of her later years to 
supporting the VFW Post in Apopka.

Ellen and Bucky moved to Apopka, Florida, 
in 1969, where she was a faithful parishioner of The 
Church of the Holy Spirit for 43 years. Her faith was the 
cornerstone of her life, where she remained active in 
every Episcopal community she joined. In 2013, Ellen 
moved to John Knox Village in Orange City, Florida, 
living out her fi nal years enjoying the senior activities 
and retirement lifestyle. By the time she fi nally settled 
in Orange City she had travelled the world, having vis-
ited all seven continents!

A lifelong basketball fan who once played in high 
school, Ellen never lost her love for the sport. She was 
also an enthusiastic supporter of Florida State Uni-
versity football, cheering on the Seminoles as two of 

her children graduated from FSU. Ellen was also well 
known and loved for her baking and cooking skills. 
Many family and friends enjoyed her homemade sau-
sage gravy, spaghetti dinners, pies, and of course her 
delicious chocolate chip cookies which always seemed 
to be available whenever anyone stopped by.

Ellen is survived by her four children: L. Scott 
Mattox (Ginny) of Carlsbad, NM; Christine Mattox of 
Winchester, KY; Kathleen Coury (Bob) of Parkland, FL; 
and Susan Goddard of Jacksonville, FL. She was im-
mensely proud of her 10 grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren who will forever cherish her memory.

Funeral services will be held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2025, at 1:00 PM at the Episcopal Church of 
the Holy Spirit in Apopka, Florida. Ellen will be remem-
bered for her strength, faith, and unwavering dedica-
tion to family, community, and service.

In lieu of fl owers, the family asks that donations 
be made to The Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 
in Apopka or the Apopka VFW Post #10147 in Ellen’s 
honor.

Ellen Marie Kjeldgaard Mattox-Meisel
July 17, 1924 – January 11, 2025
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